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The No. 2 Construction Battalion, created 

on July 5, 1916, is the only segregated 

black battalion to serve in the First World 

War. 

When the First World War broke out, 

thousands of African Canadians rushed 

to enlist. Nearly all of them were turned 

away by white recruiting officers and told 

that they had no place in a “White Man’s 

War.” In response, Black Canadians 

across the country mounted a pro-

enlistment campaign and pressured 

the government to create an all-Black 

battalion.

... continued on page 2

Members of No. 2 Construction Battalion. 
(Credit: Halifax Herald 6July2016).

NO. 2 CONSTRUCTION BATALLION



... continued from page 1

The No. 2 Construction Battalion set 
sail from Halifax for overseas service 
on   March 28, 1917. When they arrived 
in the Jura Region of France they were 
attached to the Canadian Forestry 
Corps where they built roads and 
bridges, dug trenches, and aided with 
logging operations. 

During their military service many 
members of the battalion contracted 

illness as a result of their harsh living and 
working conditions. Eight members of 
the battalion died overseas.

The unit’s chaplain, honorary Captain 
Reverend William A. White, had the    
distinction of being the only black 
commissioned officer to serve in the 
Canadian military during the First World 
War.

DO YOU KNOW 

WHAT YOUR 

DONATION  

CAN DO?

$50

$500

$2000

$5000

=
=
=
=

$50 (or ONE membership) allows three 
students to attend Valour Canada’s 
in-museum program.

$500 (or TEN memberships) allows  
one class to attend Valour Canada’s  
in-museum program.

$2000 (or FORTY memberships) allows the 
development of one new lesson plan and 
activity module for our in-museum program.

$5000 (or ONE HUNDRED memberships) 
allows the development of one new virtual 
reality module.
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Canadian Forestry Corps, Timber Yard, France c. 
1918 (Credit: Canada DND/ LAC M# 3523256).

Reverend and honorary Captain William A. 
White (Credit: Acadia University).

For more articles like this, please visit our online military history library.

https://valourcanada.ca/military-history-library/
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WORD SEARCH

H Q E C R O F Y R A N O I T I D E P X E N A I D A N A C

W O E R T Y U I O P L K J H G F D S J A Z X C V B N M Q

P M N N B V C X Z A S D F G H J K L U P O I U Y T R E W

C O I O U Y T T N E M T S I L N E O R P R E W Q A S D F

O J K L R P L K J H G F D S A Z X C A V B N M L K J H G

N P O I U A Y T R E T W Q A S D F G R H J K L M N B V C

S D A Q W E R R T Y U R I O P L K J E H G F D Y S A Z X

T F S G H J K Y L M N B U V C X Z A G S D F G T L R E W

R L M N B V C X C Z S D F R G H J K I L P O I U Y U T Q

U K J H G F D S A A Q P O T O R W E O U H G F D S A J L

C H Y G T B V F N R P E D C X S W Q N A Z X C V B N M K

T N M J U I K L A O P T Q A Z W S X E D C R F V T G B R

I Y H N U J M I D K L O A F R I C A N C A N A D I A N A

O P L O P M K I I N J U B I H Y V G T C F R X S E S E W

N M A S D F G H A J K L Q W N E R T Y U I O P Q A Z W D

B N B V C X Z Q N W R D T Y U R I O P L K J H G F D S L

A M N E B V C X M Z A S D F G H E J K L Q W E P O I A R

T Q W C T R E Y I U I O A P S D F V G H J K L Z B C V O

T B M N Z A Q X L S W C D E V F R B E G T N H Y X M J W

A U K A I L O Q I A Z P I C T O U W S R X E D C A R F T

L V T R G B Y H T N U J M I K L O P Q A E Z W S F X E S

I D C F R V T G A B Y H N U J M I K O L P N Q A I Z W R

O W S X E D C R R F V T G B Y H N U J M I K D P L O Q I

N L K J H G F D Y S A M N X V C Z P O I U Y T W A R E F

C A N A D I A N F O R E S T R Y C O R P S E W Q H L K J

Z X C V B N M A S D F G H J K L Q P R F V G Y H J I K M

Q S F B L A C K B A T T A L I O N G H J K L V F C X T N

R D S W X Z A Q P I G T F D S S C V B N J P O I Y T R E

CAN YOU FIND THESE WORDS?

1.	 Construction Battalion (No. 2)

2.	 Canadian Expeditionary Force

3.	 Black Battalion

4.	 First World War

5.	 Canadian Military

6.	 July 

7.	 African Canadian

8.	 Halifax

9.	 Proenlistment 

10.	Jura Region

11.	France

12.	Canadian Forestry Corps

13.	Honorary Captain Reverend White

14.	Pictou

15.	Truro
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WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE

VALOUR CANADA - MEMBERSHIP FORM	

To fill out this form online, please visit our website.
*Please return completed form with payment information to:

Valour Canada, 1820 24 St. SW, Calgary, AB  T2T 0G6

Contact Information:

Date: 	  Name: 	

Address: 	  City: 	

Province: 	  Postal Code: 	

Phone Number: 	  Email: 	

Membership Type (please check ONE):

	 One-Time Donation (without membership) $ 	  (please print)

	 Monthly recurring donation (without membership) of $	  (please print)

	 Annual membership of $50.00

	 	 Annual membership of $50.00 + one-time donation of $25.00 = $75.00

	 	 Annual membership of $50.00 + one-time donation of $50.00 = $100.00

	 	 Annual membership of $50.00 + one-time donation of $100.00 = $150.00

	 	 Annual membership of $50.00 + one-time donation of $	  (please print)

	 	 Annual membership of $50.00 + recurring monthly gift of $	  (please print)

	 My donation is made in memory/in honour of: 	 .

*All donations and memberships qualify for a charitable tax receipt.

Payment Slip (please PRINT):

	 I would like to pay by cheque - my completed cheque is attached.

	 I would like to pay by credit card:

I, 	 , authorize Valour Canada to charge my credit card (below) in the

amount of $	  as a one-time amount, and/or $	  as a monthly amount.

Name on card: 	  Card Numer: 	

Expiry: 	  Security Code: 	

https://valourcanada.ca/membership/
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DONATE // BECOME A MEMBER // SPONSOR

Find out how you can make a difference at:

ValourCanada.ca

   403.685.2660      contact@valourcanada.ca

  1820 24 St. SW, Calgary, AB  T2T 0G6

  	   @Militrivia       	    	   @valourcanada

Don’t forget to follow us on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram 
(click on the icons to the right) to 
stay up-to-date on more great 
resources!

QUESTIONS/ COMMENTS?  
We would love to hear from you! Please send any comments, questions  

or suggestions by emailing: contact@valourcanda.ca.

UPCOMING EVENTS
•	 2021 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

Thinking of becoming a member? 
Now is the time to do it! We are 
running our first annual membership 
drive from 06 February 2021 to 06 
June 2021. Help us achieve our 
goal of 100 new members! For 
more information - please visit our 
membership drive page. 

All memberships are eligible for a 
charitable tax receipt, and will be entered 
into a draw for a Valour Canada insulated 
travel mug. 

•	 ONLINE PUB QUIZ NIGHT 

Join us for our first Online Pub Quiz 
Night on Thursday 04 March 2021 
at 1900 hrs (MST). Prizes included! 
To register, please contact jordan.
watson@valourcanada.ca. 

1.	 Commonwealth

2.	 Confederation Square

3.	 March

4.	 Memorial Chamber

5.	 Unknown Soldier

6.	 Peace Tower

7.	 First World War

8.	 National Historic

9.	 Peacekeeping

10.	 Confederation

11.	 Canada

12.	 Allward

13.	 Veterans Affairs

14.	 France

15.	 Belguim

16.	 Limestone

17.	 Pearson

18.	 Menin Gate

JANUARY 2021 CROSSWORD ANSWER KEY

http://ValourCanada.ca
mailto:contact%40valourcanada.ca?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/Militrivia/
https://www.instagram.com/valourcanada/
https://twitter.com/ValourCanada
https://www.youtube.com/user/canadianvalour
mailto:contact%40valourcanda.ca?subject=
https://valourcanada.ca/about-us/membership-micharity-form/
mailto:jordan.watson@valourcanada.ca
mailto:jordan.watson@valourcanada.ca

