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THE BATTLE OF THE PLAINS OF ABRAHAM

The Seven Years' War (1756-63), fought between
Britain and France, was a colonial struggle for
dominance overseas. The Battle of the Plains of
Abraham in 1759 represented a pivotal moment
in the war when the fide turned against the
French and in favour of the British. That battle
ended with France surrendering conftrol of the
city of Québec. A few years later the Seven
Years' War ended with France ceding all of New
France to the British under the Treaty of Paris.

After months of unsuccessful attempts to attack
the fortressed and protected French troops at
Québec City, General James Wolfe, leading the
British, forced the resistant French to engage in
open battle on the morning of September 13,
1759.The night before, Wolfe and his force of 4,500
men successfully sailed the St. Lawrence River
to L'Anse-au-Foulon, a small cove 3 kilometres
upstream from the city. Virtually undetected,
the British froops landed and scaled the cliffs of
Cape Diamond (Le cap Diamant). By 8 a.m.,
Wolfe had assembled his forces into a horseshoe
formation that stretched 1 kilometre over the
Plains of Abraham.

Commanding the French troops was Marquis
Louis-Joseph de Montcalm. Upon learning of the
nearby British froops, Montcalm dismissed the

messenger, believing him to be drunk. However,
upon readlizing the imminent threat at hand,
Montcalm decided to quickly attack the British
rather than to wait for backup. Though his army
was roughly the same size as the British, it was
primarily made up of inexperienced soldiers from
the militia and Indigenous fighters. The British, on
the other hand, were frained and experienced.
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As the French advanced towards the British, their
lack of coordination soon proved evident. They

The Battle of the Plains of Abraham (Credit: The
Fall of New France Newsletter).

began sporadically shooting at the British troops
from more than 120 meters away. Unfazed, Wolfe
instructed his men to wait until the French came
within 40 meters before they fired two organized,
synchronous volleys that were enough to send the
French into retreat. The British quickly pursued, but
without Wolfe. The British commander died on the
battlefield having suffered three fatal shots during
the short battle.

During the French withdrawal, Montcalm was
also injured. He died the next day in Quebec City.

Both sides suffered roughly 650 casualties each.
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The British continued pressing forward and began
their attack on Quebec City. On September
18th, the city surrendered with the signing of the
Articles of Capitulation of Québec. In the years
that followed, the British captured Montreal and
forced France to surrender its claim in North
America with the signing of the Treaty of Paris and
the ceding of New France to Great Britain. The
Battle of the Plains of Abraham and the Seven
Years’ War marked the beginning of Britain’s
monopoly on colonial power in North America
and, later on, the creation of Canada.
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The Battle of the Plains of Abraham (Credit: The
Fall of New France Newsletter).

For more articles like this, please visit our online library here.

000 $50 (or ONE membership) allows three
(79{_\ students to attend Valour Canada’s
in-museum program.
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0 $2000 (or FORTY memberships) allows the
1: development of one new lesson plan and
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$5000 (or ONE HUNDRED memberships)
allows the development of one new virfual
reality module.
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https://valourcanada.ca/military-history-library/
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FUTURE EVENTS:

2021 Fall Speaker Series: Please join us for
an online speaker series on Juno Beach
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NEWS:

Check out our latest virfual tour of the

King's Own Calgary Regiment Museum.

this Fall. For more information, please visit
our website.

2022 Battlefield Tour - France, Belgium AUGUST 2021 ANSWER KEY:
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To let us know if you're interested, K R I«

please send us an email at: To become a member, please visit our

website.

QUESTIONS/ COMMENTS?
We would love to hear from you! Please send any comments, questions
or suggestions by emailing: contact@valourcanda.ca.

403.685.2660 contact@valourcanada.ca

Don't forget to follow us on
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram

(click on the icons to the right) to 1820 24 3t. SW, Calgary, AB T2T0G6

stay up-to-date on more great
resources!
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DONATE // BECOME A MEMBER // SPONSOR

Find out how you can make a difference af:

ValourCanada.ca
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