
Benefit Performances 
 

Noel Coward visited Melbourne in late 
1940 as part of a war-effort tour, performing at 
His Majesty's Theatre on 29th November to help 
the Red Cross Society. He was accompanied by 
Australian pianist Isador Goodman. They also 
held other concerts to raise funds for the Greek 
war effort. 

The sketch of Noel Coward by 
Melbourne artist Roy Hodgkinson (1911–1993) 
used for the programme cover was auctioned, 
with “tenders of more than £25 being invited”. 
The organising committee, headed by Lady Knox, presented a cigarette 
lighter made from a kangaroo's paw to Mr. Coward. 
 The numbered programme for the matinee performance has been 
donated to our collection. Roy Hodgkinson later became an Official War 
Artist. 
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Defence 
The EU has much to offer. Australia should deepen partnership with it: 
(M)AspiStrategist  

Darwin Port: stop picking over the past and move forward: (M)AspiStrategist  
 

Air Force 
Massive leap in ability to spot Iranian drones headed to Persian Gulf: (M)WarZone  
 

UK 
Inside the defences guarding the UK’s Cyprus airbase from growing drone threats: 
(F)BFBSForcesNews  
New era of air attacks on RAF Bases has begun – Chief of the Air Staff warns: (F)BFBSForcesNews  
 

Canada 
Carney shocks NATO press conference with lethal Trump warning: (F)CanadaToday  
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Forthcoming Anniversaries 
 
16 March 1943: Flt-Lt William 
Newton, RAAF No. 22 Sqn, 
awarded the VC posthumously 
for his actions at, Salamaua 
Isthmus, New Guinea 
17 March 1942: Gen Douglas 
MacArthur arrives in Australia 
to assume command of the South 
West Pacific Area 
18 March 1941:  16 Bde arrives 
in Greece  
20 March 1916: Anzac Corps 
lands in France 
20 March 1917: Lt Frank 
McNamara, 1 Sqn AFC, receives 
the only VC awarded to an 
Australian airman in WWl for 
actions in Palestine  
20 March 2003: Invasion of Iraq 
commences 
22 March 1945: Cpl Reginald 
Rattey, 25 Bn, is awarded the 
VC for his actions near Tokinotu 
on Bougainville 
22 March 1945: RAAF No 464 
Squadron bombs Gestapo 
headquarters in Denmark 
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CENTCOM commander delivers update on Operation Epic Fury: (F)Forbes  
The US acknowledges AI role in accelerating the war with Iran:  
The new US national-security and defence strategies: (M)IISS  
US Apache pilots explain how helicopters are shooting down Iranian drones: (M)TaskandPurpose  
US outlines rules for counter-drone detection, personal data limits: (M)DefensePost  
These are Ukraine’s $1,000 interceptor drones the Pentagon wants to buy: (M)MilitaryTimes  
Following congressional rebuke, Air Force awards E-7 contracts: (M)BreakingDefense  
 

NATO & EU 
The French nuclear deterrent expands eastward: (M)IISS  
Europe can lead its conventional defense ‘by 2035’, EUCOM commander says: (M)BreakingDefense  
French nuclear deterrence: Vive l’évolution: (M)IISS  
 

Middle East  
Listen to this mystery radio signal from day one of US-Iran War: (F)RadioFreeEurope  
Why the US Navy can’t easily reopen Hormuz: (F)Task&Purpose  
Iran's sea mines that could turn the Strait of Hormuz into a no-go zone: (F)BFBSForcesNews  
Saudi Arabia turns to Ukraine for air defense weapons amid Iran strikes: (M)DefensePost   
Iran revamps Shahed-101 with quieter, radar-evading design: (M)NextGenDefense  
Iran military says ships of US, Israel, allies in Hormuz Strait ‘legitimate targets’: (M)DefensePost  
Don’t turn Kharg Island into America’s next quagmire: (M)DefensePost  
Ghost of Gallipoli: US warships cannot control the Strait of Hormuz: (M)AspiStrategist.  
Saudi Arabia turns to Ukraine for air defense weapons amid Iran strikes: (M)DefensePost  
This kill shouldn’t be possible… but the U.S. just pulled it off against Iran: (F)MilitaryShow  
Iran’s defense industrial base is ‘functionally defeated’: Hegseth: (M)DefenseOne  
Middle East war: military, strategic and diplomatic angles: (M)IISS  
Iranians deserve to build their own future: (M)AspiStrategist  
UAE fights off outsized share of Iranian attacks, pulls back on sharing interception rates: 
(M)BreakingDefense  
Recommended: This map may decide the Iran War: (F)Bloomberg  
 

Ukraine 
Estonia’s Foreign Minister: “Putin is just playing with Trump” on Ukraine peace: (F)ASPI  
Ukraine hit ‘Key’ Russian military factory in Bryansk strike: Zelensky: (M)DefensePost  
Ukraine opens battlefield AI data to allies in world-first move: (M)MilitaryTimes  
 

China & Taiwan 
Gulf War III is a warning about the effects of a ‘Taiwan Straits War I’: (M)RUSI  
 

Military History 
Irradiate Israel! Egypt's secret Nazi missiles plan: (F)Felton  
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