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The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the 

study, promotion and debate of defence, security, and safety issues. 

 

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media 

by the Institute.  Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches 

but may be unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada. 

 

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in 

Dispatches.  Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.  Email to 

RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.  Comments to articles can be from members or non-

members of RUSI(NS).  Any comment in Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author 

and does not necessarily represent the views of the Royal United Services Institute of 

Nova Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other government department, 

the Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or other agency. 

 

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), 

please inform RUSI(NS).  Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting 

RUSI(NS). 

 

Annual Membership renewal 

 

Please note that this year’s renewal process inserts an initial step requiring members to fill out 

a membership renewal form before moving on to payment. Members should find the renewal 

process relatively straight forward, starting with the renewal page at https://rusi-

ns.ca/membership/. 

 

All members, even those who are exempt from the membership fee, are required fill out the 

online Membership Renewal Form. If you are not comfortable with completing the online 

form, please email us at RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com and provide your phone number. One 

of our volunteers will contact you to assist with the renewal process.  

 

To keep up with inflation and maintain the quality of our programs and services, the 

membership fee has increased to $35.00 CAD. Recognizing the diverse preferences of our 

members, we continue to offer multiple payment methods: credit card, electronic money 

transfer, and cheque. 

 

Editor’s Notes:  

 

The last two weeks were fascinating. One heartening aspect was Canadians coming 

together, ostensibly with the spectre of tariffs. Older family members of mine, on 

fixed incomes and previously preoccupied with maximizing buying power, came out 

swinging with wholesale brand changes to only Made in Canada, regardless of price. 

The Ontario Premier threatened to rip up a not insignificant contract with Musk’s 

Starlink, previously chosen over Canada’s own Xplore Inc, and may follow through 

even with tariffs on hold. Canadians have been viewed by some as asleep, unaware, 
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and/or uninterested in the changing world and its threats. Not this time. What I’d like 

to see, is this fervour being harnessed to support significant, coherent policy thinking 

that is embraced across political parties and governance levels as good for Canada, 

not just one political base or another. And not through a single lens, be it economic, 

defence and security, or social, but a holistic vision for what Canada can be. 

 

Too long Canada has rested on its laurels of a middle power of note from the post-

Second World War era. The middle powers gaining traction today are adept at 

navigating a multi-polar world, with its integrated complexities, and started investing 

in their drive for this ambition years ago across disciplines. Here I continue to be 

fascinated by Turkey (https://peacediplomacy.org/2024/04/10/turkey-a-middle-power-

pioneer/) and how it is projecting itself as a middle power of influence, whether as 

regional mediator, technology developer, or resource supplier, to name a few.  

 

In this edition, there are different ideas from numerous sources outlining what Canada 

could do and what global issues are nascent but need leadership. Canada could be like 

Turkey, a real middle power rather than a shadow of one, if it had a vision and started 

investing in it now. It takes a strategy and a nation, its people and its leaders, 

recognizing it needs such a strategy to survive and thrive in the future. Perhaps we 

have taken a tentative first step down this path. 

 

The next issue will be 21 February 2025. 

 

Quick links: 

Events 

Publications 

@RUSI_NS on X 

Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook 

Other Sources  

Odds and sods   

 SAC Notes 

 

 

 

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media 
 

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook 

accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com.  Preferably, send the material ready to post. We are 

still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them active. 

  

 

 

Events 
To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.  RUSI(NS) events are by 

invitation.  If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email 

RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.  RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice.  Email 

RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring. 

 

RUSI (NS) Events: 
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New 19 February, Thursday: Colonel Jim Smith, the current Commander of Task 

Force Latvia on the current situation and the way ahead. A virtual event, from 16-

1800hrs AST. Registration will be required due to a fixed number of virtual spaces. 

 

25 March, Tuesday: AGM. Please see the Save the Date poster at the end of the 

newsletter. 

 

Stay Tuned! The greater 2025 schedule will be posted as monthly events are 

confirmed. 

 

Other Events: 

 

New 5-6 March, Wednesday and Thursday: Conference of Defence Associations’ 

Ottawa Conference on Security and Defence will be livestreamed on CPAC, no 

registration required, and will also be available to view in the CPAC video archive. 

This year’s theme: From policy to action in an unpredictable world. For more 

information, please visit https://cdainstitute.ca/events/93rd-ottawa-conference-march-

5th-6th-2025/.  

 

Wargaming Events:  

 

Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule: 

https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents  

 

4 March, Tuesday - Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation  

"Professional Wargaming in France." 1-2:30 pm AST. Online. To  

register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/professional-wargaming-in-france-tickets-

1060419526349 

 

18 March, Tuesday - Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation  

"Tactical Wargame Design." 7-8:30 pm ADT. Online. To  

register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tactical-wargame-design-tickets-

1052472612917 

 

8 April, Tuesday - Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation 

"Spyships, Satellites, and SAMs" 7-8:30pm ADT. Online. "A summary of 3 games 

run in Canada in 2024" by RUSI(NS) member Dave Redpath. To 

register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/spyships-satellites-and-sams-tickets-

1060415745039 

 

20 May 2025, Tuesday - Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation 

"Cobalt Rocks: Wargaming Seabed Operations."  1-2:30pm ADT.  Online.  To 

register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cobalt-rocks-wargaming-seabed-operations-

tickets-1101179159509 

 

16 September 2025, Tuesday - Georgetown University Wargaming Society 

presentation "Naval Wargaming and Quantitative History." 1-2:30 pm ADT. Online. 

To register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/naval-wargaming-and-quantitative-history-

tickets-1052463264957 
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Publications 
 

New RUSI(NS) Presentation "Drydocking Technology" by Robert Taylor, 29 January 

2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/drydocking_technology/ 

 

RUSI(NS) Information Note "Canada’s Militia and National Defence Acts" by Tim 

Dunne, 20 January 2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/militia_national_defence_acts/ 

 

RUSI(NS) Paper "Common Law, Civic Law, Martial Law and Military Law” by Tim 

Dunne, 8 December 2024, https://rusi-ns.ca/common_civic_martial_military_law/ 

 

RUSI(NS) Paper "China and the Maritime Shipping Industry", 7 December 

2024, https://rusi-ns.ca/chinese_maritime_shipping/ 

 

RUSI(NS) Comments "Arctic security report deems Yukon relatively ‘safe, secure 

and prepared’” by Cate Belbin, 24 November 2024, https://rusi-ns.ca/yukon_security/ 

 

RUSI(NS) Comments "NATO Interoperability When Targeting Indispensable Objects” 

by Cate Belbin, 24 November 2024, https://rusi-ns.ca/nato-interoperability-when-

targeting-indispensable-objects/ 

 

RUSI(NS) Comments "Thoughts on New Vessels for the Royal Canadian Navy” by 

David Swan, 20 November 2024, https://rusi-ns.ca/rcn_new_vessels/ 

 

RUSI(NS) Comments "Geopolitics and Police Intelligence: The Case Study of 

Disinformation” by Nathan Romas and Jay Heisler, 28 October 2024, https://rusi-

ns.ca/geopolitics-and-police-intelligence-the-case-study-of-disinformation/ 

 

 

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest 

edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To 

readers of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated. 

 

weekly: 

Naval Association of Canada 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update 

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members 

News 

 

bi-weekly: Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch 

 

monthly: 

Canadian Gunner News 

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews 

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué 

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions 

Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches 

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician 

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt 

Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter 
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Veterans Affairs Canada Salute! 

 

quarterly: 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter 

 

 

@RUSI_NS on X 
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca. 

To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS). 

 
National Defence @NationalDefence 5 Feb posted: This 

morning, we inaugurated the new B Jetty at CFB Esquimalt. 

This jetty will accommodate the RCN’s new ships, including 

the Joint Support Ships and the Arctic and Offshore Patrol 

Ships. https://canada.ca/en/department-national-

defence/news/2025/02/minister-sajjan-inaugurates-the-new-b-

jetty-at-canadian-forces-base-esquimalt.html  Pomerleau Inc. 

and CAF Imagery  
(Minister Sajjan inaugurates the new B Jetty at Canadian Forces Base Esquimalt) 

RUSI(NS) quoted: Marine infrastructure is measure of state's seapower. Strategic assets for CAN in 

peace & conflict for building, maintenance & repair of government & civil ships. Drydocks especially. 

"Drydocking Technology" https://rusi-ns.ca/drydocking_technology/ Success of National Shipbuilding 

Strategy #NSS 

CDN Defence Academy/L'Académie cdn de la défense 

@CDACanadaACD 5 Feb posted and RUSI(NS) reposted: 

️#WargameWednesday – #DYK that The Halsey Program 

at the @NavalWarCollege is reshaping naval warfare 

education, offering invaluable insights into modern conflict 

with China and Iran? Full article: 

https://cimsec.org/building-warfighting-competence-the-

halsey-alfa-wargaming-experience/ 

(Building Warfighting Competence: The Halsey Alfa 

Wargaming Experience)  
Canadian Armed Forces @CanadianForces 5 Feb posted: 

#OpPROJECTION 2025 is underway and HMCS Margaret 

Brooke has set sails. It will be the first @RoyalCanNavy vessel 

to circumnavigate South America and reach Antarctica, 

strengthening international partnerships and supporting critical 

scientific research.  ️ 

RUSI(NS) quoted: #OpPROJECTION2025 

#HMCSMargaretBrooke w/embarked multi-CAN gov't 

depts/universities scientific expedition "First of its kind 

collaborative scientific expedition departs for the Antarctic" 

@RoyalCanNavy #Arctic&Offshore Patrol Vessels flexible to 

carry research scientists&equip 
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NATO ACT @NATO_ACT 3 Feb posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted: Major news  @NATO_ACT announces the 

establishment of @NATO TASK FORCE X – a fleet of high-

tech autonomous maritime systems designed to detect & track 

threats, safeguard critical undersea infrastructure & bolster 

security across the Alliance: https://act.nato.int/article/nato-

task-force-x/ #WeAreNATO 

(NATO TASK FORCE X: Deterring Today and Protecting 

Tomorrow)  
"Exchanging an Aurora for a 

Poseidon" https://skiesmag.com/personality-

profiles/exchanging-an-aurora-for-a-poseidon/ Program to 

'reinvigorate' @RCAF_ARC maritime air anti-submarine 

warfare #ASW capabilities after almost a decade of 

intelligence, surveillance & reconnaissance #ISR operations 

overland 

 
David Pugliese @davidpugliese 20 Jan posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted: Want to see a copy of a speech by Canada's top 

general? Then you’ll have to pay., Internal documents reveal 

why the Canadian military refused to share copies of a 2024 

speech by Gen. Wayne Eyre with the Ottawa 

Citizen. https://ottawacitizen.com/news/national/defence-

watch/speech-canadian-forces-military-general via 

@ottawacitizen 

 
IRCC @CitImmCanada 21 Jan posted and RUSI(NS) reposted: 

The Government of Canada has taken concrete steps to 

minimize unnecessary border volumes, increase info-sharing, 

and reduce non-genuine visitors and illegal crossings at the 

border. These measures are already delivering 

results: https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-

citizenship/news/2025/01/canada-continues-to-strengthen-

border-security-and-immigration-integrity.html 

(Canada continues to strengthen border security and 

immigration integrity) 
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NAADSN_RDSNAA @NAADSN_RDSNAA 28 Jul posted 

and RUSI(NS) reposted: Have you been closely following 

news on the #ICEPact? We have been too! Make sure you read 

our latest #EventReport with the Canadian Maritime Security 

Network, which covers threats, industry involvement, and 

potential 

challenges. https://cmsn.ca/_files/ugd/0bcbee_17219f3cb9484d

cb8f4e76ef5bd13e14.pdf 

Report 

at: https://www.cmsn.ca/_files/ugd/0bcbee_17219f3cb9484dcb

8f4e76ef5bd13e14.pdf 

Further: Can fresh icebreakers break the ice between the US 

and Canada? 

https://www.defensenews.com/naval/2025/01/28/can-fresh-

icebreakers-break-the-ice-between-the-us-and-canada/ 

 
 

“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook: 
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at https://RUSI-

NS.ca.  To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. 

 
Red Dragon Rising? Insights from a Decade of 

China Conflict Studies and Wargames 

https://cimsec.org/red-dragon-rising-insights-

from-a-decade-of-wargames/ 

 

"In most cases, wargaming studies still show that 

a China and Taiwan conflict, featuring a United 

States intervention, would be close run and   
incredibly bloody for all sides. There would also be severe effects on the global economy. 

If the People’s Liberation Army replicates these studies, they should have some deterrent 

effect on China." 

 

Good that insights (there should never be 'solutions') are made public.  Interesting that such 

publication could be considered a deterrence action. 

 

What strategic and high-level wargaming is being conducted in Canada?  Would authorities 

consider publicizing 'insights' as part of stating Canadian positions on international 

situations? 

 
‘The world order could start to evolve from the Arctic’: 

Trump, thin ice and the fight for Greenland’s 

Northwest Passage 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/jan/3

0/world-order-start-arctic-trump-thin-ice-greenland-

northwest-passage 

 

A country's icebreaker fleet, its size and capabilities, is 

increasingly being seen as a measure of its seapower. 
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The Russian spy ship in Britain’s waters preparing 

ground for war 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/01/29/russi

an-spy-ship-british-waters-preparing-war/ 

      

Royal Fleet Auxiliary PROTEUS "... "possesses 

submersibles – only these have the kind of claws 

needed to sever the cables connecting (Russian 

oceanographic research/surveillance ship)  
 

YANTAR to its mischief-making deep-sea craft.' 

 

Submersible-on-submersible activities would be significant for international relations, if 

proven. 

 

Comment from a mariner colleague: My thought is one which I have repeated ad nauseum, 

namely that by allowing electronic comms to take over every aspect of communications, 

we have placed ourselves in extreme danger! I have oft-times remarked that we have 

'placed all our eggs in one basket,', and the 'black hats' know it. 

  

I believe that we all need to do a lot of 'what if' thinking, including resuscitating morse 

code by radio, and flashing-light signalling. 

 

It would not surprise me if YANTAR and its fleet mates have already placed multiple 

explosive charges at multiple places along the deep water cables. 

 

Cable-laying ships like the IT INTREPID are in huge demand and have to be 'booked' 

months, if not years, ahead of a planned operation. 

 
Finland takes notice of US icebreaker plans 

https://www.rcinet.ca/eye-on-the-

arctic/2025/01/29/finland-takes-notice-of-us-

icebreaker-plans/ 

 

The US President "has announced plans to order 

40 icebreakers to supplement the country’s current 

fleet..."  
 

Comment from an expert colleague: There really is only one yard amongst our allies that 

could quickly meet that goal - Helsinki. 

 
Can Manitoba's 'niche' northern port put potential 

U.S. trade tensions on ice? It depends who you ask 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/port-of-

churchill-kinew-reax-1.7441135 

 

""I think American interests are already invested, 

and expressed interest, in the Port of Churchill as a 

strategy to access the Arctic, and maybe indirectly  
 

to counteract a little bit of Russian activity, but it's pretty far away," he said. 

 

"I don't think it's that effective of a strategy — to countervail Russia's [Arctic] activity from 

Churchill."" 

 

It is not evident whether the article's words are about civil/trade strategy (the civil sector 
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misuses the word) or true (military) strategy. 

 

That said (written), they do cue a thought: Has a (strategic) analysis been done of the impact 

of a developed Churchill on military strategy and plans? 

 

  

#AI 

On Track, Issue 35: National security in the age of AI and robotics 

https://cdainstitute.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/On-Track-Issue-35.pdf  

 

AI haters build tarpits to trap and trick AI scrapers that ignore robots.txt 

https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/01/ai-haters-build-tarpits-to-trap-and-trick-

ai-scrapers-that-ignore-robots-txt/  

Comment: Robot.txt or the voluntary Robots Exclusion Protocol was originally 

designed to be a set of instructions for search engine bots, controlling the behaviour of 

search engine crawlers, managing access, limiting indexing to specific areas, and 

regulating crawling rate. One user noticed Facebook's AI crawler exceeding 30 

million hits on his site and decided to fight back with an anti-spam cybersecurity 

tactic. The tarpit traps the crawlers and feeds them gibberish, destroying AI models. 

 

#Arctic 

The Chinese Arctic is an Actual Thing 

https://cdrsalamander.substack.com/p/the-chinese-arctic-is-an-actual-thing 

 

#CAF personnel 

Almost ¾ of Canadian troops are overweight or obese. 

https://winnipegsun.com/news/national/almost-three-quarters-of-canadian-troops-are-

overweight-or-obese-documents  

Comment: The report notes that CAF members have higher levels of fitness activity 

than Canadians but the rates of being overweight and obese are also higher. It would 

be interesting to see the trends compared to the introduction of the FORCE test, which 

is not a test of physical fitness like its predecessors but task fitness, and personnel 

strength. The FORCE test data in its initial years demonstrated that members 

classified as obese by the waist measurement were more than capable of passing, even 

achieving award levels. Secondly, once personnel shortages hit a critical point, 

members were no longer surging for critical tasks just for a period and then returning 

to a lower state of activity. The ‘surge’ became the status quo. In times of physical 

and mental stress our bodies store fat, a genetic survival mechanism from 10 000s of 

years ago. The average Canadian diet today, with its convenient ultra-processed foods, 

contributes to these trends but the combination of higher rates of occurrence with 

higher levels of activity begs a broader systems examination of the institution; it is 

insufficient to make this all about the members.  

 

#Canada Border Services Agency 

Canada Border Services Agency urged by shipping industry coalition to enhance trade 

facilitation 

https://maritimemag.com/en/canada-border-services-agency-urged-by-shipping-

industry-coalition-to-enhance-trade-facilitation/ 

Other Sources 

https://cdainstitute.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/On-Track-Issue-35.pdf
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/01/ai-haters-build-tarpits-to-trap-and-trick-ai-scrapers-that-ignore-robots-txt/
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/01/ai-haters-build-tarpits-to-trap-and-trick-ai-scrapers-that-ignore-robots-txt/
https://cdrsalamander.substack.com/p/the-chinese-arctic-is-an-actual-thing
https://winnipegsun.com/news/national/almost-three-quarters-of-canadian-troops-are-overweight-or-obese-documents
https://winnipegsun.com/news/national/almost-three-quarters-of-canadian-troops-are-overweight-or-obese-documents
https://maritimemag.com/en/canada-border-services-agency-urged-by-shipping-industry-coalition-to-enhance-trade-facilitation/
https://maritimemag.com/en/canada-border-services-agency-urged-by-shipping-industry-coalition-to-enhance-trade-facilitation/


 

#China 

The Chinese military’s doubtful combat readiness 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/perspectives/PEA830-1.html  

Comment: The articles comments on how the PLA's focus on political loyalty to the 

CCP constrains the Chinese military's combat readiness, “remain[ing] fundamentally 

focused on upholding Chinese Communist Party rule rather than preparing for war.” 

The ‘so what’ is that this focus reduces, but does not eliminate, the likelihood of a 

large-scale, high-intensity U.S.-China conflict and therefore, US defense planning can 

look instead to how it handles the rest of the “crowded” threat picture. 

 

The Dragon and Phoenix: How Beijing is Winning Battles in Its “Peaceful War” with 

the United States 

https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/the-dragon-and-phoenix-

how-beijing-is-winning-battles-in-its-peaceful-war-with-the-united-states/ 

 

#China #Arctic 

China’s economic, scientific, and information activities in the Arctic: Benign 

activities or hidden agenda? 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA2823-1.html 

  

#defence policy 

Defence minister accelerates 2% NATO spending timeline to 2027 amid pressure 

from Trump 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/defence-spending-two-percent-defence-spending-

target-1.7440870 

 

Two ways to boost Canadian defence spending and minimize Trump's tariff threats 

https://nationalpost.com/opinion/two-ways-to-boost-canadian-defence-spending-and-

minimize-trumps-tariff-threats 

 

#disinformation 

The fight against disinformation: A persistent challenge for democracy 

https://www.fpri.org/article/2025/01/the-fight-against-disinformation-a-persistent-

challenge-for-democracy  

BLUF: 1. Russian disinformation campaigns effectively exploit societal 

vulnerabilities; 2. the infrastructure of Russian disinformation is an interconnected 

ecosystem, requiring substantial financial and logistical support; and thus, 3. targeting 

the financial and logistical lifelines of disinformation networks is key to countering 

their impact, in addition to complementary actions like media literacy and 

international cooperation.  

 

#drone warfare #Russia-Ukraine War  

Ukraine Discloses New Method To Defeat Russian Fiber-Optic-Controlled FPV 

Drones 

https://www.twz.com/news-features/ukraine-discloses-new-method-to-defeat-russian-

fiber-optic-controlled-fpv-drones  

 

Russian Drone Aircraft Destroys Ukrainian Drone Boat 

https://maritime-executive.com/article/russian-drone-aircraft-destroys-ukrainian-

https://www.rand.org/pubs/perspectives/PEA830-1.html
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/the-dragon-and-phoenix-how-beijing-is-winning-battles-in-its-peaceful-war-with-the-united-states/
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/the-dragon-and-phoenix-how-beijing-is-winning-battles-in-its-peaceful-war-with-the-united-states/
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https://www.fpri.org/article/2025/01/the-fight-against-disinformation-a-persistent-challenge-for-democracy
https://www.fpri.org/article/2025/01/the-fight-against-disinformation-a-persistent-challenge-for-democracy
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drone-boat 

 

#drones 

Supporting Evidence of the Precision Mass Thesis 

https://www.warquants.com/p/supporting-evidence-of-the-precision 

 

Dilemmas in the policy debate on autonomous weapon systems 

https://www.sipri.org/commentary/topical-backgrounder/2025/dilemmas-policy-

debate-autonomous-weapon-systems 

 

#economic security 

Canadian tariffs will undermine US minerals security 

https://www.csis.org/analysis/canadian-tariffs-will-undermine-us-minerals-security  

Comment: A good précis of the impact of tariffs, particularly in the security sector, 

with a reminder of the integrated nature of North America’s supply chains. It is less a 

linear chain but a cycle that passes through the borders several times. 

 

Security and prosperity: the economic case for a defence industrial base strategy. The 

second in a policy paper series. 

https://www.thebusinesscouncil.ca/report/security-and-prosperity/  

“…the Government of Canada does not have the policies in place to build and secure 

the defence industrial base needed to effectively navigate a new and far more 

dangerous world. Such neglect makes Canadians vulnerable.” 

 

Canada at economic war: Setting the scene. First in a series, also advocates for 

Canada having a Defence Industrial strategy. 

https://www.cigionline.org/publications/canada-at-economic-war-setting-the-scene/  

 

Inter-provincial trade barriers impact more than alcohol sales and labour mobility: 

Pressure mounts to overhaul Canada’s patchwork carbon market 

https://www.theenergymix.com/pressure-mounts-to-overhaul-canadas-patchwork-

carbon-market/  

Comment: Canada has 9 separate carbon markets, which impact cost as well as 

innovation. Last fall, industry sent an open letter calling for the removal of 

interprovincial carbon credit trade barriers to allow investment in emissions-reducing 

technologies. The reasons why these barriers were created need to be reviewed and 

considered in today’s economic, political, and security circumstances. 

 

How can Canada weather the tariff assault? Here’s a five-point plan 

https://www.cigionline.org/articles/how-can-canada-weather-the-tariff-assault-heres-

a-five-point-plan/ 

 

Canada can fight US tariffs by liberating its innovators 

https://www.cigionline.org/articles/canada-can-fight-us-tariffs-by-liberating-its-

innovators/   

Comment: Despite being a leader in artificial intelligence (AI) technology, Canada 

has little control over the patents its own largely publicly funded research has 

produced. Foreign companies take that academic knowledge and effectively sell it 

back to Canadians. Another argument for an integrated, coherent set of policies across 

disciplines and instruments of national power. 

https://maritime-executive.com/article/russian-drone-aircraft-destroys-ukrainian-drone-boat
https://www.warquants.com/p/supporting-evidence-of-the-precision
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#energy security #climate change 

Global investment in the energy transition exceeded $2T for the first time in 2024 

https://about.bnef.com/blog/global-investment-in-the-energy-transition-exceeded-2-

trillion-for-the-first-time-in-2024-according-to-bloombergnef-report/  

Comment: This was an increase of 11% over 2023 and was led primarily by China. 

Investments in electrified transport, renewable energy, power grids, and energy 

storage drove most of the growth. Canada saw an increase that exceeded the global 

average in 2024. The main takeaway is that investment in mature technologies is 

growing globally, while investment in emerging technologies is struggling. Mature 

technologies “…are proven, commercially scalable and have established business 

models.” Emerging technologies, such as electrified heat, hydrogen, and carbon 

capture storage, saw a drop of 23% in 2024. “In order to scale these industries, the 

public and private sectors [emphasis added] need to do more to de-risk these 

technologies, otherwise, they are not likely to have any meaningful impact on 

emissions by the end of the decade.” 

 

#force development 

Defense One Radio, Ep. 172: The Air Force’s force-design leader (~30min listen) 

https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2025/02/defense-one-radio-ep-172-usaf-maj-gen-

joseph-kunkel/402619/  

 

#Indo-Pacific 

Setting the scene: An overview of Chinese and Russian interests and influence in the 

Indo-Pacific. The first of five reports being released. 

https://www.fpri.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/russian-and-chinese-interests-and-

influence-.pdf  

 

Can China cross the strait? 

https://www.observingchina.org.uk/p/can-china-cross-the-strait 

 

#infrastructure #IT 

Underperforming software and information technology in the Department of Defense 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA2927-1.html  

Comment: If you don’t have time to download and read the whole report, the link 

provides an excellent summary of key findings and recommendations. The 

conservative low-cost estimate to DoD of lost productivity for FY 2023 is $2.5 billion. 

Different scale but the same large, systemic issues and impacts can be found in CAF. 

 

#international relations #strategy 

Clausewitzian Friends 

https://www.defendingtaiwan.com/clausewitzian-friends/ 

 

#land warfare 

Competitive Electronic Warfare in Modern Land Operations 

https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/occasional-papers/competitive-

electronic-warfare-modern-land-operations 

 

#land warfare #artillery 

Beyond Destruction: Bridging the Gap in Artillery Effects Expertise 

https://about.bnef.com/blog/global-investment-in-the-energy-transition-exceeded-2-trillion-for-the-first-time-in-2024-according-to-bloombergnef-report/
https://about.bnef.com/blog/global-investment-in-the-energy-transition-exceeded-2-trillion-for-the-first-time-in-2024-according-to-bloombergnef-report/
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https://www.lineofdeparture.army.mil/Journals/Field-Artillery/FA-2024-Issue-2/-

Beyond-destruction/ 

 

#NATO security 

11 Baltic cables damaged in 15 months, pushing NATO to boost security 

https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2025/01/28/11-baltic-cables-damaged-

in-15-months-pushing-nato-to-boost-security/  

 

#naval warfare 

What Red Sea Battles Have Taught The Navy About A Future China Fight  

https://www.twz.com/news-features/what-red-sea-battles-have-taught-the-navy-about-

a-future-china-fight 

 

Proliferation of sensors will make operating close to the enemy more challenging for 

US naval forces 

https://defensescoop.com/2025/01/31/navy-marines-proliferation-sensors-make-

operating-close-to-enemy-challenging/ 

 

Shore-based analysts help US warships fine-tune for imminent Red Sea combat 

https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2025/01/shore-based-analysts-help-us-warships-

fine-tune-imminent-red-sea-combat/402642/ 

An aspect of network-centric warfare. 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War  

Ukraine: lessons for leaders 

https://tacticalnotebook.substack.com/p/ukraine-lessons-for-leaders  

Comment from contributor: The article offers an excellent selection of lessons learned 

from the war in Ukraine pertaining to land warfare.  The overwhelming significance 

of drones, the necessity of all-source surveillance, the enduring utility of the tank and 

the vulnerability of helicopters are just a few of the observations offered. 

 

Ukraine Is Far From Defeated 

https://cepa.org/article/ukraine-is-far-from-defeated/ 

Comment from contributor: “End state” and “defeat” have not been commonly 

defined for this war. 

 

#Space 

Space citizen: the gap between you, me, and the governance of space 

https://www.cigionline.org/publications/space-citizen-the-gap-between-you-me-and-

the-governance-of-space/  

Comment: The author puts forth the idea of the individual as a “space citizen,” noting 

that we are all dependent on space-based technologies and therefore a vested interest 

in the good governance of the space environment. She suggests expanding the 

existing notions of the “global citizen” and “planetary citizen” to “space citizen” to 

activate individual participation in new governance approaches that are multi-

stakeholder, muti-domain, inclusive and intergenerational. 

 

Counterspace capabilities: Renewed hope for cooperative governance? 

https://cigionline.org/publications/counterspace-capabilities-renewed-hope-for-

cooperative-governance/  

https://www.lineofdeparture.army.mil/Journals/Field-Artillery/FA-2024-Issue-2/-Beyond-destruction/
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Aftershocks: Disruptive growth in low earth orbit creates new policy challenges 

https://www.cigionline.org/publications/aftershocks-disruptive-growth-in-low-earth-

orbit-creates-new-policy-challenges/  

 

Turkey reportedly nearing completion of rocket launch facility in Somalia 

https://spaceinafrica.com/2025/01/26/turkey-reportedly-nearing-completion-of-

rocket-launch-facility-in-somalia 

 

Exploring factors for US-Russia crisis stability in Space 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA2313-3.html 

 

#strategic deterrence 

Strategic deterrence lessons from big bank failures 

https://warroom.armywarcollege.edu/articles/strategic-deterrence/  

 

 

Odds and sods… 
 
Limited vision: USAID defunding 

 

USAID is a tool of American soft power and economic ambition. Created in 1961 to assist 

“strategically important countries”, it’s based on the idea that American security is tied to 

stability and economic advances in other nations:  

 

• Between 2005 and 2015, almost two-thirds of the growth in US goods exports was to 

major USAID partners – export growth that helped pull the US out of recession. 

• By the agency’s estimate, the US generates $231 in exports of US-manufactured 

goods and services for every $1 spent on development projects in emerging markets. 

 

US foreign assistance to South Korea helped it move from economic collapse after the 

Korean War to being the US’s 6th largest trading partner. The US exports goods and services 

worth over $40 billion every year to South Korea, which is more than it invested there 

between 1950 and the early 1980s. 

 

Source: https://www.tortoisemedia.com/2025/02/06/musk-and-rubio-press-ahead-with-usaid-

shutdown 

 
If humans want to keep launching spacecraft, we need to address our space junk problem and 

adopt a “circular space economy,” [there is a paywall for the link] writes Moriba Jah, 

professor of aerospace engineering at the University of Texas at Austin. Currently more than 

10,000 active spacecraft and 25,000 pieces of trackable human-made junk larger than 10 cms 

orbit Earth. SpaceX, Amazon and other organizations plan to launch tens of thousands more 

satellites in the coming years. We may lose services we’ve come to rely on and the ability to 

launch new space missions. 
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Busybodies and Hunters 

 

What kind of information seeker are you? Wikipedia, the world’s largest encyclopedia, is 

helping researchers understand different types of curiosity. Scientists traced the click-paths 

of 482,000 volunteers using Wikipedia’s mobile app in 50 countries or territories and 14 

languages. They determined three different types of information seekers: the “busybody,” 

the “hunter” and the “dancer.”  

 

How they did it: Researchers charted study participants’ paths on Wikipedia using 

“knowledge networks” of connected information, which depict how closely one search 

topic (a node in the network) is related to another. The team then devised a score for each 

users’ search behavior that also accounted for location-based indicators of well-being, 

inequality, and other measures. 

 

The types: A “busybody” follows a zigzagging route through many often distantly related 

topics. A “hunter” searches with sustained focus, moving among a relatively small number 

of closely related articles. The “dancer” type creatively links together highly disparate 

topics as a way of synthesizing new ideas. 
 

Cable wars 

 

On 27 January, 2025, a Swedish SWAT team dropped from a helicopter onto a ship in the Baltic 

Sea between Latvia and the island of Gotland. 

 

So what? Hours earlier, 50 metres below the surface, the ship had cut one of three main cables 

carrying data between Latvia and Sweden. 

 

• This was the third cable-cutting incident in the Baltic in as many months, part of what 

experts suspect is an orchestrated campaign mounted by Russia against the Baltic states. 

• Cutting isolated cables won’t break the internet, but it can disrupt finance, interrupt energy 

https://url364.scientificamerican.com/ls/click?upn=u001.D2t-2BQgIFPkkrqQirJgMRFAiBJHJONb-2BfdW5HE3yxLau8FAf2Pf9GjDh93LDBrw6FlZFqIpqclOb9fkYHuEUeW-2FqlxANmIXk83Ptn-2B-2F7Vmopg2G6uaB8MVtELfRSykekPe-2F-2FVsjukRakCgpYlYwjjjg-3D-3DtMxv_AAf51zfuG1g2uX-2FXIdtT7VIEDU9MOxmKYPHGeAuCVMDe0TocBNEpKvaZFHfkquUjlLyu-2FWVKZCOrwd8FqAOhWaDGflszws18Cve-2BMk64L3xgt2tWY04n0Po3M7A5E-2FNGciDF1vywn2sVTX0u0E-2FSHUoZxQzSYdubOlHTusguZoCIwvSOgbH-2Fqg1fCk-2FuxHk1e-2BGatifmwxGgutG8qisWF60N8eH-2BlzGUana1XPBg-2Fy8z4aRl6RLMkaj-2BZ57zNfiw5IuBsBPzaPF-2BUzPEMelCBTybjxtZy3TIRwrwVjn8YtOtGaOTMi7r2jDg1RM1cY-2BnJR-2B6ddKZZUX3pjU5Jesg9VSotQnaUcMIJUIQBaDEHSwjc-2Fd8QACPDA7Y8qsGiE19cr8dqOHYcqlxd6lXvQAscPgVxhfj-2B6Sok0md0YhBUtO6WWH4YfSzw7NAefjYkiqXOQ7ffZoSdfdsAv2fiuNd1Xk8Pp4ErGYIKj0-2BmbY08F7ImUC3uGaMlL-2BO6MMw-2F3WkbDc-2Bi7b4EfmmP-2FLOO9oUuyi0YhYo3g-2FQA6V0gqJsUhD1nyLaYCc4P2gYTVySDfmWu0K19LfneYZIeaUsgRGLjWqp6RLe71HHW0raU1DjBWomCOMfuYPEee95LqWI7PzspN1uZhICecHSEULvcbdu8F2Vns2eGIVRVuC2eOEQGUWhdEtCcaB0qFZj9YXa28HL0irSWFcjb5-2BPVkEjxb-2BkjLxhHJ5xGRlI91lJaxJPcYYPQSmN63MU0-2F8L420-2BZz2uRFDuDkN1nLIltR-2FjYJlJzUPy56brYc2CAfzuSlhh47tLLWOrrpIT8-2FdZ6XjCbhmnz7L4ZvGa8lgiji1oLwdf8LYjrZyhFh-2B0v975gUk2vkCN6ySYFsTWsFcfZwmyLvbKi-2FILPDyKmnen11AbJ6f7wOE-2BY6sfiKYeen5AKge0OLNVTQ7vPQYQAeMpDRheKB7D


supplies and fuel tension in an age of hybrid war. 

• It can also be a rehearsal for actual war. 

 

Baltic timeline 

 

• 7 October 2023. NewNew Polar Bear, a Hong Kong-registered feeder vessel, was 

suspected of damaging the Baltic connector gas pipeline between Finland and Estonia and 

two fibre-optic cables, one between Finland and Estonia and another between Sweden and 

Estonia. 

 

• 17-18 November 2024. Yi Peng 3, a China-registered bulk carrier, dragged its anchor 

along the seabed for 100km, damaging two fibre-optic cables, one between Finland and 

Germany and another between Sweden and Lithuania. 

 

• 25 December 2024. Eagle S, an oil tanker registered in the Cook Islands, severed the 

Estlink 2 power cable between Finland and Estonia. 

 

• 26 January 2025. Vezhen, a Malta-registered bulk carrier, severed a fibre-optic data cable 

between Gotland and Ventspils owned by the Latvian public service TV and radio channel 

LVRTC. Swedish police took control and are now investigating “suspected gross 

sabotage” in the port of Karlskrona. 

 

What’s the damage? The incidents are a costly annoyance more than a serious disruption: 99 per 

cent of web traffic is carried by undersea cables but with 530 systems worldwide extending over 

850,000 miles, it’s easily re-routed when one of them is cut. LVRTC has detected a slight increase 

in latency, but no impact on internet speed. There has been a rise in Estonian power prices but no 

outages. Telecom cables can be repaired in weeks; power cables and gas pipelines in months. 

 

 
 

 

 



SAC Notes 

 
O Canada 

 

The death of the Aga Khan was announced on Tuesday. His love of Canada was one of 

generosity as Canada took in 6k Ismaili Muslims fleeing Idi Amin’s Uganda. He is also noted 

for inviting our new Prime Minister to a vacation at his personal resort. It led to the now 

outgoing Prime Minister’s first charge for accepting gifts. This started a pattern of corruption 

allegations, starting with claims of impropriety against Vice Admiral Norman who was 

convicted in the press by the PM yet found not guilty in the courts. One cannot forget the 

SNC Lavalin issue which saw our alleged feminist PM fire the first aboriginal Attorney-

General, Jody Wilson Raybould and battle with other strong women within the Liberal Party. 

The list of poor judgement calls also includes the “Green Slush Fund” and “ArriveCan.” His 

departure from being PM is long-term and the country needs to recover. He should have left 

last year to give the Liberal Party time to sort itself out. 

 

Perhaps the biggest failure was the failure to address defence, security and foreign affairs 

policies, leaving instead of a patch work of ill-thought-out mini efforts. The 2% of GDP on 

defence has been a Canadian government policy since 2024. It has not been dealt with in a 

reasonable way. Even today, this gap has been brought up by the new US Administration as 

one of two major points of contention, the border issue and Canada’s lack of effort on defence 

and a failure of government to understand the changing situation. Canada is under threat in a 

manner not seen before with actual enemies encroaching from areas previously thought 

improbable. 

 

Canada needs to refocus the CAF into deterrence and increased lethality. The recruiting 

system and training system must be ramped up. Having over 300k apply, means attraction is 

not the issue. Thinking outside the box is necessary.  There were many ideas on how we 

might mobilize developed at FMC HQ in the mid to late 1980s. Previous staff work should be 

reviewed as some very bright minds worked on this idea. This included the idea of 

agreements with Provincial community colleges and universities to assist with training and 

education. Examining how we might utilize civilian occupations to convert those skills for 

military use including civil-military affairs, analysts, accountants, lawyers, media 

personalities, psychologists, medical staff, dental, mechanics, cooks and so on to support a 

very real need. Imagination appears to be lacking, as is government support. 

 

On a more positive point, the new US Administration’s threats of tariffs and the hostile 

comments on becoming the 51st State have driven virtually all Canadians together. This is 

positive but the damage to US-Canadian relations is likely going to take years to recover. 

These threats and actions by the US Administration are likely to continue over the next four 

years. It will be difficult. Our best option is to look to our own defence, security and foreign 

affairs in order. Look at alternatives and how Canada can support the efforts of other liberal 

democratic countries. It is time to put the shoulder to the wheels of progress for Canada’s own 

national interests. Mind you, we must decide what they are first. 

 

Australia 

 
https://ras-nsa.ca/the-narratives-war-in-the-arctic-between-russian-disinformation-and-
international-rivalries/ 

Attached is an interesting article on Russian disinformation in Arctic matters. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/virginia-we-have-a-
problem/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=

https://ras-nsa.ca/the-narratives-war-in-the-arctic-between-russian-disinformation-and-international-rivalries/
https://ras-nsa.ca/the-narratives-war-in-the-arctic-between-russian-disinformation-and-international-rivalries/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/virginia-we-have-a-problem/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_ba6aada2fc0ffe60f560703e49d26d4f&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Virginia%20we%20have%20a%20problem
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/virginia-we-have-a-problem/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_ba6aada2fc0ffe60f560703e49d26d4f&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Virginia%20we%20have%20a%20problem


Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_ba6aada2fc0ffe60f560703e49d26d4f&utm_source=Campai
gnMonitor&utm_term=Virginia%20we%20have%20a%20problem 

There is trouble ahead for the USA-Aus sub deal. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/gradually-then-suddenly-in-geopolitics-decades-can-
happen-in-weeks/ 

I am sending you an interesting article on geopolitics in this region. China is on the march, 

although one wonders why this is seen as something new in this part of the world. 

Special note: China may be on the march, but the economy is very definitely failing. 

Authoritarian regimes with failing economies often turn to more violent means to distract the 

public. Given the state of protests, business failures, agricultural failures and the exit of 

foreign companies due to the inept actions of the Communist Chinese Party (CCP) this seems 

that a major event may be likelier. 

 

United States 

 

The first two weeks of the new Administration has been a true spectacle of confusion, chaos, 

corruption, disasters and ill-considered ideas and actions. One might tremble at the thought of 

what lies ahead for the US.  I look forward to a boring week, but I suspect it will be a disaster 

a day. 

 

One US commentator said the main strength of the US was its ability to marshal other nations 

into a cohesive group to deal with world situations. This administration saw the US become 

the “enemy” of virtually every nation on earth in no time. Even allies are shaking their heads 

at the lunacy that is now US policy. 

 

The US President has announced that the US will take over Gaza, however the Palestinians 

have to leave for Arab countries, principally Jordan and Egypt. The statement has not gone 

over well anywhere in the world. It has resulted in a formal call for impeachment. 

  

Moldova 

 

The Moldovan government has acquired access to a supply of Western gas supplies. Despite 

efforts by the breakaway region’s political leadership, they were unable to get access to a new 

source. The Moldovan government is now providing gas to Transnistria. 

 

The EU has now provided a support package to help Moldova with its gas supply. The total 

amount of the package is 310 Euros with 250 Euros for Moldova and a further 60 Euros for 

the breakaway region for Transnistria. The announcement was made by EU representative, 

Marta Kos. It is a major blow to Russian efforts to destabilize Moldova. The EU is continuing 

to take measured steps to offset Russian efforts and certain countries such as Romania and 

France also have bilateral agreements on safety and security. The EU announcement comes 

shortly after a 64 Euro program to assist in energy management from the European 

Commission. 

 

Ukraine offered to provide coal to Moldova to support Transnistria. Despite everything 

Ukraine still reaches out to help allied countries. Hopefully Europe and other pro-Western 

regimes will continue to support Ukraine’s efforts to remain an independent sovereign 

country. 

 

Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon Sa'ar opened an embassy in Chisinau during a visit on 4 

February 2025. It is another blow to Russia as Israel has allowed Ilan Shor, the convicted 

head of the Shor Party, to remain in Israel. He has now moved to Russia allegedly. More than 

70 K Moldovans live in Israel. 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/virginia-we-have-a-problem/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_ba6aada2fc0ffe60f560703e49d26d4f&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Virginia%20we%20have%20a%20problem
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/virginia-we-have-a-problem/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_ba6aada2fc0ffe60f560703e49d26d4f&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Virginia%20we%20have%20a%20problem
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/gradually-then-suddenly-in-geopolitics-decades-can-happen-in-weeks/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/gradually-then-suddenly-in-geopolitics-decades-can-happen-in-weeks/


 

Georgia 

 

Protesters are continuing their efforts throughout Georgia for the tenth week. Georgian 

authorities have tried cracking down, but the number of protesters is growing. Without 

Russian or other support there is a very strong possibility that in the long term the government 

of the Georgia Dream Party may fail. Even today, (Monday, 3 February 2025) more than 

twenty protesters were arrested yet the crowd size continued to grow. Virtually every city has 

its own protests. One of the largest was the shutting down of a major highway into Tbilisi 

which saw the arrest of at least two of the leaders of the opposition. Security forces have 

increased their violence against protesters and seem to be willing to further escalate despite 

international warnings. 

 

In the breakaway region of Abkhazia, Russia is building a new naval base at Ochanchire just 

North of the frontier with Georgia itself. The base is being established to “hide” the Russian 

Black Sea Fleet against Ukrainian attacks. Nearly one third of the major units have been sunk 

by Ukraine despite having virtually no Navy. Abkhazia has yet to form a new government 

after protesters forced their resignation early in January 2025. Russia’s efforts may yet be in 

vain as the new base is only 700 kms from Ukraine. New Ukrainian drones do have the range 

and ability to reach the new facilities. It was announced that one new drone can fly 2000 kms 

with a 250 kg bomb. The unfortunate piece could bring Georgia back into the conflict. 

 

Belarus 

 

Belarus election was held on 27 January 2025. No surprise, Alexander Lukashenko “won” his 

seventh term with 87% of the vote over his four token rivals. Turnout for the election was 

extremely low and the official figure of 70% is fictional at best. Outside observers figure it 

was around 35% and mainly the older generation. His hold on power is solely due to his 

security forces. It was soundly rejected by the opposition led by Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya 

and the EU. Lukashenko is called the last dictator in Europe. The election was widely 

condemned by Western and pro-Western democracies around the world. 

 

Belarus has started a series of court cases that will try opposition figures in abstentia, 

including the leader of the opposition Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya. All these trials are 

considered “show trials” which bear no relationship to “rule of law” more based on political 

issues. The regime has arrested more than 65 k citizens since the election of 2020 and the 

subsequent demonstrations. 

 

Despite the paragraphs above, Lukashenko has tried to keep Belarus out of the actual fight, 

choosing to “support” Russia even allowing Russian attacks from Belarus soil early in the war 

and occasionally missile and drone attacks. Recently, Belarus has shot down Russian missiles 

and drones over its territory. Lukashenko is a horrible individual in most respects, but he is 

ultimately a survivor and will do anything to survive which means his country has to survive. 

 

Israel-Iran War 

 

The ceasefires are currently holding although Israel conducted several air strikes against 

Hezbollah targets. Israel’s reason was that Hezbollah was not fulfilling the terms of the 

ceasefire agreement. Israel is also attacking Hamas operatives in the West Bank in a 

preemptive manner. The Houthis remain relatively quiet. Iran is not causing any overt 

problems. Iranian forces have been asked to leave by the new Syrian regime.  It is quiet by 

Middle eastern standards. 

 

The new US Administration is developing a supposed new plan for a permanent peace in the 

Middle East and is encouraging peace ties between the Arab countries and Israel. Details have 



not been announced. One idea floated is the removal of the Palestinians from Gaza into 

nearby Arab countries while reconstruction takes place. This has been rejected by Jordan and 

Egypt. 

 

UNRWA has been ordered removed from offices in East Jerusalem. UNRWA has allowed 

Palestinians to remain in the area from 1948 to the present. It has facilitated Hamas and 

provided education that will continue the ongoing threat to Israel. It was long, long past due 

its useful life. The UN’s persistent support of a truly corrupt organization that has fostered 

continued strife is not useful. 

 

Russia- Ukraine War 

 

The war continues as a brutal war of attrition. Maneuver warfare appears to have fizzled out 

as neither side has been able to gain sufficient capacity to protect forces long enough nor to 

concentrate forces to break through trench line after trench line; thus both Armies bleed out of 

men, equipment and resources that neither side can afford in the long term. Both countries can 

ill afford to fail either. 

 

Russia continues to make small gains across the Eastern front near Pokrovsk and surrounding 

areas but has been unable to land a killing blow. Manpower losses are now around 1:7 in 

Ukraine’s favour. Even Russia cannot keep up that loss rate. Russian storage sites show only 

the oldest pieces of equipment, so Russian forces are now forced to use the equivalent of golf 

carts and dirt bikes or just good old fashioned dismounted infantry. The internet abounds with 

video of badly injured Russians being forced forward in meat grinder assaults. Ukraine cannot 

cover all the front nor can it launch large scale attacks although local counter attacks have 

been mainly successful but for very little real change on the battlefield. 

 

The real story is not played out on the battlefield but rather is economic terms. It is which 

country can last longest financially. Russia is increasingly isolated as North Korea, China, 

Iran have limited capacity to support Russia. North Korea has sent troops but even Kim Jong 

Un is less than happy about exceptionally high losses even amongst his best trained special 

forces troops. None of the other partners has been able to provide troops fearing a more robust 

US and Western retaliatory action. Russia’s economy is dying, bankruptcies are now starting 

to occur in defence industries. They cannot get loans, the government has delayed paying 

them, inflation at nearly 20% takes its toll coupled with Russia’s legendary corruption have 

left the Russian state in a precarious position. Manpower to man key factories is in very short 

supply due to demographics, ongoing long term medical problems such as drug and alcohol 

abuse, war losses and those fleeing the country to avoid mobilization. 

 

Ukraine has the support of numerous countries providing billions in economic support along 

with weapons, vehicles and equipment. Ukrainian losses have been high and getting new 

troops on the ground has proven to be difficult. Ukraine’s industry has been growing 

especially as it relates to military equipment. New types of drones appear nearly daily 

including drones that can reach 2000 kms in range. Russia’s oil and gas sector continues to be 

attacked successfully. Several large facilities have been so badly damaged that they had to 

shut down. Some commentators have suggested up to 40% of Russia's oil and gas production 

facilities are now out of service. Many are Western built and under sanctions thus unable to 

be repaired in the near term. Ukraine continues to hit the very sinews of Russia’s war effort 

with considerable success. 

 

President Trump has suggested the following three conditions according to Newsweek. 

Before these negotiations begin, a ceasefire would go into effect on Easter, 20 April 2025. 

Immediately after the implementation, Ukraine would voluntarily withdraw from Kursk. Only 

possible if Russia withdraws from Ukrainian territory to the 1991 borders. An International 

Peace Conference would then be established which would draw up the basic parameters for a 



formal peace treaty. Kyiv would be required to end martial law and mobilization. 

 

The Trump Treaty would require Ukraine to give up joining NATO but would be able to join 

the EU. It would essentially renounce claims of the oblasts invaded by Russian forces and 

recognize Russia rights over them. Kyiv could maintain its Army and receive US support. 

Trump’s idea is very similar to Putin’s and deserving of a firm rejection by all Western allies. 

It is essentially a Russian victory provided by the US. There has been little consultation with 

Ukraine and there is an appearance that Ukraine will be dictated to by Russia and the US. 

This would be a travesty. The war must continue with growing Western support. Russia’s 

economy must be destroyed. Russia must be forced to adhere to its own treaties protecting 

Ukraine’s 1991 borders as they originally agreed to and signed. Russia will be forced to pay 

reparations for damages and pay for reconstruction, sanction must remain in place. Most 

importantly, Russian leadership was brought to justice and tried in international courts. It is 

Russia that needs to surrender its powers within the UN and denuclearize and disarm. This 

would be a true victory for the world. 

 

China 

 

China has relied upon the development of infrastructure in order to boost growth figures 

whether bridges, airports, high speed rail, whole cities. Many videos show truly amazing 

developments and feats of engineering built quickly and efficiently if one does not look too 

closely. China’s various fleets are phenomenal and being built again at a pace that is truly 

amazing far outstripping the rest of the world’s other shipbuilding nations. One source 

indicated that China now has 52% of the world’s shipbuilding capacity. This is a truly 

amazing feat. It is not often that I seem to make positive comments about China, especially in 

light of its ongoing information operations in Canada and their interference in our politics at 

all levels of government. Why? 

 

China has always relied upon three basic pillars to drive the economy including property 

development, excess capacity for export to other nations that is faster and cheaper than 

anyone else and a growing middle class that provides consumers. Property management is 

currently a major disaster with many property development firms in financial straits that are 

less than good. They essentially were built on the structure of a Ponzi scheme. They counted 

on investors to fund the new builds plus loans sometimes from a shadow banking system 

using new investment money to pay the bills and not to build new facilities. They overbuilt 

with the help of local governments, but eventually there were too many houses and 

apartments in areas that had little need for them. The scheme started to backfire as it became 

clear the property developers seldom had the cash to cover their financial obligations. It led to 

other businesses and individual consumers losing everything. Banks failed, businesses failed, 

government action at all levels seemed to make matters worse including national security 

regulations which imposed more onerous obligations on foreign companies as well, this has 

led to businesses closing shops and moving to other countries with less onerous rules. Foreign 

investment left followed by Chinese firms seeking to avoid aspects of CCP inspired 

regulations especially after the crackdown on private business. 

 

China’s current predicament is solely the responsibility of the CCP. Central planning is 

always a poor idea without meaningful and honest input from the local authority. 

Unreasonable demands for growth led to less than perfect answers. The CCP is afraid of its 

people and their power. Stability and survival are the key points for the CCP. A well to do 

middle class and entrepreneurs are essential for healthy growth coupled with a working 

judiciary within a regulated market system. It also means that the public now have the 

resources to accomplish feats without the guidance of the CCP. Chinese economic difficulties 

can be traced to the party and ultimately to its leadership, the “Core Leader” himself who 

must take the blame for the current economic failure. China is ripe for a new type of 

revolution, one that should relegate the CCP to history. 



 

Ship building capacity is another case of overproduction. It works until the ships have to be 

maintained. Build too many and one can no longer maintain them properly. There are many 

stories of new innovations and new classes of ships both naval and commercial but how are 

you going to deal with them? The USSR found out the hard way eventually. 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is an early warning order for all Royal United Services Institute (Nova Scotia) members 

to let you know that the 2025 Annual General Meeting will take place at 1900 on Thursday, 

20 March, 2025. The meeting will be held online using Zoom. 

 

Supporting documents, including the agenda and financial statements, will be made available 

to members in advance of the meeting, along with instructions for joining the online meeting. 

 

Please mark your calendars for this important meeting in the RUSI(NS) calendar. 

 

 

Capt(N) Stuart Andrews RCN (Ret) 

Secretary 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 
2025 RUSI(NS) AGM 

20 March 2025 
 



Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS), 1-800-883-6094, www.osiss.ca 

 

Serving CAF Members, Veterans and their Families since 2001 

 

The role of the Family & Peer Support Coordinator is to provide outreach, inform, 

and connect families and friends whose loved ones (members & veterans) are living 

with Operational Stress Injuries (OSIs); which can include but are not limited to; 

stress, anxiety, depression, addictions, as well as post traumatic stress injury (PTSI). 

 

The OSISS program provides an opportunity for individuals to learn to deal with the 

effects of OSIs on their lives, and to develop healthy coping strategies. We come 

together to find support and understanding of a common reality. Through our strength 

and hope we can move forward on our journeys. 

 

Family members supporting a loved one with an OSI can receive information and 

resources by calling the Family Peer Support Coordinator in their region, members / 

veterans can contact the Peer Support Coordinator. 

 

Confidentiality is an integral key to the success of the program. 

 

 

 

Danielle Kelly - Chester to Halifax Regional Municipality to Cape Breton 

Family Peer Support Coordinator, Nova Scotia 

902-293-2055 

danielle.kelly@osiss.ca 

 

Derrick Marshall - Halifax Regional Municipality 

Family Peer Support Coordinator, Nova Scotia 

902-782-409-4915 

Jon-Derrick.Marshall@forces.gc.ca 

 

Stephen Langille - Chester to Halifax Regional Municipality to Cape Breton 

Peer Support Coordinator, Nova Scotia 

902-943-0929 

Stephen.langille3@forces.gc.ca 

 

Tanya Rice – Wolfville to Yarmouth  

Family Peer Support Coordinator, Nova Scotia 

902-401-2272 

tanya.rice@osiss.ca 

 

Ken Riles - Windsor to Greenwood to Yarmouth 

Peer Support Coordinator, Nova Scotia 

902-824-5307 

Kenneth.riles@forces.gc.ca
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