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The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the 

study, promotion and debate of defence, security, and safety issues. 

 

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media 

by the Institute.  Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches 

but may be unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada. 

 

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in 

Dispatches.  Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.  Email to 

RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.  Comments to articles can be from members or non-

members of RUSI(NS).  Any comment in Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author 

and does not necessarily represent the views of the Royal United Services Institute of 

Nova Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other government department, 

the Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or other agency. 

 

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), 

please inform RUSI(NS).  Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting 

RUSI(NS). 

 

Editor’s Notes: Wow. What a difference one year makes. Canada moves to 2% GDP 

defence spending this fiscal year and the Canadian Coast Guard is welcomed to the 

Defence Team. One year ago, just finishing the National Securities Programme and 

having extensive discussions on national security, economics, and geo-politics, I did 

not believe the former would occur any time soon, and the latter…well, only when 

certain places froze over. That isn’t disagreement with the decisions, just amazement 

they were made and so quickly. Which is heartening, a sign Canada is still capable of 

taking decisions, accepting risk, and making choices. There will be mistakes made. 

And there is always a hard balance between taking time to think (like not releasing a 

budget immediately) and acting now (like starting to spend 2% before a policy is 

released), but the winds of change are welcome. May they blow true and constant so 

that we arrive where we need to be and not flounder. 

 

The next issue will be 27 June 2025. 

 

Quick links: 

Events 

Publications 

@RUSI_NS on X 

Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook 

Other Sources  

Odds and sods   

 SAC Notes 

 

 

mailto:RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com


 

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media 
 

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook 

accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com.  Preferably, send the material ready to post. We are 

still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them active. 

  

 

 

Events 
To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.  RUSI(NS) events are by 

invitation.  If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email 

RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.  RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice.  Email 

RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring. 

 

RUSI (NS) Events: 

 

18 June, Wednesday: “CBSA Border Security and Modernization.” The RCMP, 

CBSA and CCG have had their mandates changed to more effectively control and 

secure the border. There are other changes that will affect all these organizations to a 

greater or lesser degree to modernize and adapt to changing circumstances. This is an 

opportunity to hear directly from CBSA. This will be an in-person only event with 

restricted numbers, limited to 30 total. The event will take place at the CBSA 

Regional Office, 263 Susie Lake Crescent, Halifax NS B3S 0J5 on 18 June 2025 from 

1300 to 1430 hrs. There is no parking at the CBSA office (or at its neighbour Mission 

Mart) however there are nearby parking lots and street parking, but a walk will be 

involved. To register for this event at rusinovascotia@gmail.com, attn: Vice-President 

NLT Saturday, 15 June 2025.  This will be first come first served and the invitations 

will be restricted. A waiting list will be maintained if necessary. 

 

16 July, Wednesday: Historical presentation with Tom Tulloch/Meet and Greet, 

which has a nominal charge of $10. 

 

17 September, Wednesday: Col Labbe, CAF Drone projects, virtual event. 

 

15 October, Wednesday: BGen Mark Parsons, Commander 5 Cdn Div. 

 

5 November, Wednesday: Remembrance Dinner.  

 

9 November, Sunday: Remembrance Sunday at the RA Park Memorial. 

 

Other Events: 

 

New 19 June, Thursday: RAUSI’s The Briefing Series presents “Russia’s Holy War: 

Weaponizing Faith” by recent RMC graduate, Vas Patapovich. Born in Belarus and 

fluent in Russian, Vas brings a rare combination of cultural fluency and academic 

rigour to his research. His presentation explores how the Kremlin is using religious 

imagery, historical revisionism, and spiritual rhetoric to justify geopolitical aggression 

and shape public consciousness. This is a chance to engage directly with the next 
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generation of strategic thinkers. Virtual event, 2200hrs ADT, register at: 

https://rausi.ca/info-events/the-briefing-room/791-russias-holy-war 

 

23 June, Monday: Hosted by the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust, the Annual CNMT 

Golf Tournament at the Grandview Golf & Country Club in Dartmouth. Please poster 

at the end of the newsletter and/or click here for all tournament information 

 

New 27 June, Friday: Naval Museum of Halifax presentation on book "Atrocity on 

the Atlantic" by author Nate Hendley.  10 am.  Naval Museum of Halifax, Stadacona, 

CFB Halifax.  This book is the story of the sinking of the Llandovery Castle, a 

Canadian hospital ship that was torpedoed and sunk by a German U-boat in the First 

World War.  27 June is the anniversary of the loss.  Parking is limited, reserved on a 

first come, first served basis - contact the Museum at 

<navalmuseumofhalifax@gmail.com> or (902) 721-8250.  The Museum will have 

copies of the book available onside for signing anyone who is interested.  Note poster 

at end of Dispatches. 

Comment from a colleague: It’s a super book, had the pleasure of reviewing it as a 

member of the Canadian Nautical Research Society Awards Committee - we gave it 

an Honourable Mention. 

 

26-27 September: Canadian Maritime Security Network (CMSN -

 https://www.cmsn.ca/) conference on the future of Canadian Seapower.  Live, 

Calgary.  This will bring together academics, experts and serving and retired naval 

and coast guard personnel to examine the emerging maritime security threats facing 

Canada today, and the complex challenges that will define our future.  At the end 

of Dispatches is a Save the Date poster, with more information to follow 

soon.  CMSN welcomes further dissemination of the event to any colleagues that you 

think may be interested. 

 

Wargaming Events:  

 

Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule: 

https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents  

 

16 September 2025, Tuesday - Georgetown University Wargaming Society 

presentation "Naval Wargaming and Quantitative History." 1-2:30 pm ADT. Online. 

To register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/naval-wargaming-and-quantitative-history-

tickets-1052463264957 

 

 

Publications 
 

Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation "Spyships, Satellites, and 

SAMs" by Canadian Joint Warfare Centre staff [and RUSI(NS) member] David 

Redpath, discussing several professional wargames exploring a wide range of topics 

from spyships to satellites, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhx48Xj8V2Y 

 

RUSI(NS) Comments "A Ground Force Option for an Arctic Policy" by John 

McLearn, Cate Belbin, 10 April 2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/arctic_ground_force/ 
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RUSI(NS) Paper "Future Aircrew Training for the RCAF" by Murray Lee, 7 April 

2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/future_aircrew_training/ 

 

RUSI(NS) Comments "Recruiting and Retention in the Reserve Force" by David 

Swan, 29 March 2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/recruiting-retention/ 

 

 

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest 

edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To 

readers of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated. 

 

weekly: 

Naval Association of Canada 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update 

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members 

News 

 

bi-weekly: Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch 

 

monthly: 

Canadian Gunner News 

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews 

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué 

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions 

Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches 

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician 

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt 

Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter 

Veterans Affairs Canada Salute! 

 

quarterly: 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter 

 

 

@RUSI_NS on X 
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca. 

To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS). 

 
Fisheries and Oceans @FishOceansCAN 9 Jun posted: We're 

back on high-seas patrol to deter illegal, unreported and 

unregulated (IUU) fishing in the North Pacific! Our fishery 

officers are on the third Canada-led Operation North Pacific 

Guard mission with the support of @CoastGuardCAN and 

@RCMPGRCPolice to protect fish stocks and marine habitats 

across the Indo-Pacific region. This expert multinational crew, 

including enforcement officials from the US, Japan and Korea, 

will patrol over 15,000 km by sea onboard the CCGS Sir  

Wilfrid Laurier, and conduct daily aerial surveillance to monitor and board fishing vessels and ensure 

compliance with international law. This mission will also include a special port visit to #Expo2025 in 

Osaka, Japan to educate the public on Canada's role in fighting IUU fishing. Learn 

more: https://www.canada.ca//en/fisheries-oceans/news/2025/06/canadian-launches-mission-to-

combat-illegal-fishing-and-protect-marine-ecosystems-in-the-indo-pacific.html 

(Canadian launches mission to combat illegal fishing and protect marine ecosystems in the Indo-
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Pacific) 

RUSI(NS) quoted: The Fisheries Service is as old as Canada . The Fisheries Intelligence Service is 

the oldest intelligence service in Canada. Some threats such as illegal, unreported and unregulated 

(#IUU) fishing are old. IUU fishing is getting worse, especially when used by adversarial states 

Excellent @CBCNews @OrmistonOnline video report 

"Journey beyond the Antarctic 

Circle" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vwe6ptJ2gkY Can

adian #Antarctic Research Expedition civil scientists & 

@RoyalCanNavy sailors in #HMCMargaretBrooke 

demonstrate CAN is a polar state #ScienceDiplomacy 

 
CDA Institute @CDAInstitute 6 Jun posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted: What measures will ensure #Canada’s #Arctic 

sovereignty isn’t just claimed, but defended? 

@RANDCorporation's Benjamin J. Sacks calls for investments 

in critical infrastructure, expansion of #NORAD, and deeper 

#NATO partnerships to bolster Arctic security.   

 

 
https://cdainstitute.ca/actionable-options-exist-for-canada-to-enhance-its-arctic-sovereignty/ 

(Actionable Options Exist for Canada to Enhance its Arctic Sovereignty) 

NAADSN_RDSNAA @NAADSN_RDSNAA 3 Jun posted 

and RUSI(NS) reposted: We're excited to publish a new report 

on a mapping of the debate between cautious optimists and 

alarmists on the Arctic as a new strategic theatre by Kevin 

Zhou https://naadsn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Zhou-

After-Exceptionalism-NAADSN-ELN-Report-may25.pdf 

(After Exceptionalism: Mapping the Debate on the Arctic as a 

New Strategic Theatre) 

 
CDA Institute @CDAInstitute 30 May posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted: Canada must modernize its defence industry and 

deepen collaboration with allies. Failure to do so risks 

diminished military effectiveness, weakened alliance 

credibility, and reduced influence in shaping international 

security. https://cdainstitute.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2025/05/Force-Development-Defence-and-

Industrial-Base-Cooperation-1.pdf 

(Defence and Industrial Base Cooperation Amongst Allies)  
Canadian Joint Operations Command @CJOC_COIC 30 May 

posted 

(thread https://x.com/CJOC_COIC/status/19285528254385523

28): The Minister of National Defence, upon the advice of the 

Chief of the Defence Staff, approved a Request for Federal 

Assistance from the Minister of Emergency Management and 

Community Resilience to support wildfire evacuation 

operations in northern Manitoba. (1/3) 

The Canadian Armed Forces are providing airlift and logistics 

support under Operation LENTUS 25-02 to assist in the   
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evacuation of residents from Pimicikamak Cree Nation in Cross Lake, Manitoba and Mathias Colomb 

First Nation. RCAF aircraft are conducting air evacuations. (2/3) The CAF is also deploying liaison 

and coordination personnel to support the local incident command post, including assistance with 

airstrip deconfliction and management to ensure the safe and efficient flow of evacuation flights. (3/3) 

#OpLENTUS 

Comment from contributor: Very good thread.  Provided the what, why and where in readily 

understandable (non-jargon) language. Maybe follow-on posts could provide links to LENTUS 

webpages providing progress reports and imagery.  

 

 

“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook: 
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at https://RUSI-

NS.ca.  To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. 

 

 
NATO Innovation 

https://www.act.nato.int/our-work/innovation/ 

 

"Task Force X is NATO’s specialized initiative launched in 

early 2025 to enhance the Alliance’s maritime security by 

quickly adopting autonomous systems and artificial 

intelligence in naval operations."  
 
Naval drone startup HavocAI hopes to build 100-foot robot 

boat by year’s end 

https://www.defenseone.com/business/2025/06/naval-drone-

startup-havocai-hopes-build-100-foot-robot-boat-years-

end/405901/ 

 
 

Interesting idea to develop software that can control vessels of various lengths, allowing for 

interoperability, ease of training and maintenance, and maybe most important, an ability to select a 

vessel size depending on need (there are other factors - smaller vessels may not be able to survive sea 

conditions that are experienced on the high seas). 

 
NATO’s Baltic Sea Uncrewed Vessel Trials Signal Shift 

Toward Networked Naval Warfare. 

https://armyrecognition.com/news/navy-news/2025/natos-

baltic-sea-uncrewed-vessel-trials-signal-shift-toward-

networked-naval-warfare 

  

"By conducting these (uncrewed vessel) demonstrations 

directly in a theatre of growing tension (Baltic Sea), NATO   
affirms its shift from technological readiness to field integration." 

 

One can be confident that quietly but assuredly the Royal Canadian Navy is 'operationalizing' use of 

drones, air, surface and underwater (maybe even seabed crawlers). 
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https://www.thebroadside.org.uk/p/a-new-hybrid-navy 

 

"Atlantic Bastion is the Royal Navy’s strategy to secure the 

North Atlantic..." 

How would the Royal Canadian Navy's strategy, which is 

probably similar with an emphasis on securing the movement 

of shipping across the North Atlantic, relate with that of the 

RN?  
 

"The Royal Navy is set to take on a much bigger role in protecting the UK’s critical undersea 

infrastructure and maritime traffic." 

Navies like the Royal Navy and Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) have long had major roles in protecting 

surface maritime traffic.  If the article is supposing some form of undersea maritime traffic, its nature 

and protection would be interesting considerations.  Certainly, the protection of critical undersea 

infrastructure (CUI) is recognized by the RCN as important, with the Commander RCN so 

declaring.  The 'how' is going to be a challenge, likely to be met by a whole-of-government and civil 

sector effort. 

 

"To keep pace with modern threats and stay at the cutting edge, HM Government needs to create the 

right conditions for long-term innovation and industrial support for the Royal Navy. One key priority is 

maintaining a steady, reliable shipbuilding pipeline." 

Canada and the RCN has long (many decades) understood this, hence the National Shipbuilding 

Strategy with its objectives of building up large and small shipyards and of developing people to work 

there.  What can't be missed is the importance of keeping a steady flow of ship builds - without that, 

what's been successfully developed can wither and disappear as it has in the past. 

  

Throughout the article is the appreciation of the importance of autonomous (drone) systems.  The 

balance of a navy (types and numbers of ships and other systems depending on a country's geo-

strategic situation) like the RCN is shifting as drones become more capable and worth deploying 

more.  What navy Canada is developing (and why) are important public and government discussions. 

 
Another example of two-tier Britain: the Royal Navy's Type 31 

frigate 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/05/27/royal-navy-

type-31-frigate-tier-two-warship-general-

purpose/#:~:text=Type%2031s%20of%20the%20future,anothe

r%20helicopter%20to%20the%20mission. 

  

Good to see Cdr Sharpe Royal Navy (ret'd) use/advocate 'two-

tier' as the term for differentiating between levels (must avoid   
using the army term 'echelon') of ships and their capabilities in a balanced fleet (though the article 

promptly weakens the argument by using "second-class" - fault of a headline editor?).  Better than 

using 'class' (confuses with the definition for similar ships within a type) and 'rank' (Soviet 

graduation).  "Second class' and 'second rate' have a belittling feel, though the former works well 

within a type ('second class battleship') and the latter historically (second-rate 90 gun ship-of-the-line). 

 

Good discussion in the article of the utility of tier two ships.  Points for consideration as Canada 

progresses the Continental Defence Corvette Project to replace the Kingston-class patrol vessels and 

more? 

 

There should be more messaging about the navy towards which Canada is building (including about 

balanced fleets), and what the country wants the navy now and future to be able to do and why. 

 

Might Canada adopt the tier system? 
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--------------- 

Comment from Vice-Admiral 'Dusty' Miller, Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) (retired): A very interesting 

article regarding the RN's Type 31 as a second-tier general purpose warship. Seems more adept for 

policing roles - anti drug ops - and flag showing than combat functions. 5700 tons with crew of 105 is 

not far off between a Canadian Patrol Frigate (CPF) crew of 230 and Arctic and Offshore Patrol 

Vessel(AOPV) crew of 85. Larger with better seakeeping than an MCDV but essentially the same 

functions- actually less capable than an MCDV - for example, MCDVs were most useful in bottom 

contour mapping of the Swiss Air disaster. 

 

The CDS called me when I was MARLANT asking me what the C stood for in MCDV and why the 

heck was he just briefed they were off Germany! I gave him a whole bunch of reasons and pointed out 

that coastal in Canada is the same as mid ocean whenever a ship left Halifax or St John's harbours. We 

hit a huge storm off St John's carrying the Lt Gov to Trepassey to make a point. In any event the 

MCDVs did well in their storm ridden passage to Germany for a very important anti-mine exercise 

with European navies. About the same size as the Flower-class corvettes who won the Battle of the 

Atlantic in the Second World War. 

  

All this too say that a balanced capability fleet of ships is a better description than a tiered 

nomenclature - are submarines third tier? 

 

CPFs are a general-purpose ship with specializations in anti-submarine and anti-ar warfare. A less 

armed CPF with a reduced crew could well rival the Type 31 and be less expensive. On the other hand, 

a few more AOPV would be well suited for the Type 31 roles and add the Arctic capability the Type 31 

does not have.  

  

Lots of interesting points to ponder in the article as the Navy looks to 12 submarines and replacements 

for the MCDVs (e.g., the article cites cost and crew sizes as critical).  

--------------- 

Comment from the contributor: Tiers can be seen as a concept generally about ships types and related 

but a subset of the balanced fleet concept (itself relative to a state's geo-strategic and economic 

status).  To tier cruisers, destroyers, frigates, corvettes, patrol and inshore vessels is 

appropriate.  Submarines would be another grouping: SSN tier one, SSK tier two and SSC tier 

three.  There needs to be more discussion about what 'balanced navy' means in the Canadian context 

(and simply what it means). 

 

The CDS (Chief of Defence Staff) story resonates with the matter of common use by people of project 

titles vice ship types when speaking of the actual ships.  "We know something by what we call 

it."  People should use frigate (FF)/Halifax-class rather than Canadian Patrol Frigate (CPF), mine 

warfare vessel (MM)/Kingston-class (or at least 'patrol vessel') than MCDV (Maritime Coastal Defence 

Vessel), and replenishment oiler (AOR)/Protecteur-class than JSS (Joint Support Ship).  Good to see 

the RCN preempt potential confusion by re-naming the CSC (Canadian Surface Combatant) project the 

River-Class Destroyer Project, and the project to replace the Kingston-class as the Continental Defence 

Corvette Project. That all said, sailors are sailors, and there will long be loose language! 

 
How to Strengthen the US Navy on a Budget 

https://nationalinterest.org/feature/how-to-strengthen-the-

navy-on-a-budget 

 

A force design commentary.  One based at looking at the 

overall force requirement rather than the merits of an 

individual vessel type.  Implicit is a call to shift the balance of 

the current 'balanced fleet' (the numbers and mix of vessels in   
a state's fleet in accordance with the state's current geo-strategic situation).  That affects maritime/naval 

strategy considerations (paraphrasing Rumsfeld: 'you go to war with the fleet you have, not the fleet 

https://nationalinterest.org/feature/how-to-strengthen-the-navy-on-a-budget
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might want or wish to have at a later time'). 

 

The article's call to surge-build conventionally-powered submarines (SSK), and capable in-service 

foreign-built boats at that, has its merit.  Canada's aim to procure twelve SSK is analogous, albeit 

looking to replace older SSK and build towards a relevant fleet rather than augment a current fleet (the 

article calls for adding SSK to the US' nuclear-powered submarines).  We may not have the same 

strategic requirement (bolster defence in the western Pacific) but we are facing similar concerns about 

the potential for major inter-state confrontation in the near future.  Canada needs to move expeditiously 

on procuring submarines.  Meanwhile, an explanation of what fleet Canada needs and why would assist 

public, media and government understanding of submarine and other procurements.  Part of that 

explanation should note that it is good as part of developing a balanced fleet to procure tier two vessels, 

whether they be surface ships or submarine boats. 

 
The US Army Doesn’t Really Need a New Abrams Tank 

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/the-us-army-doesnt-

really-need-a-new-abrams-tank 

What does the Canadian Army need?  What is the army 

towards which Canada is building?  Why (what aspects of 

foreign and security policies)?  What is the balance for our 

army (particular force structure depending on Canada's geo-

strategic situation)?  
 

 

#China #economic warfare 

Testing self-reliance: What the trade war reveals about China’s vulnerabilities and 

power 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/commentary/2025/06/testing-self-reliance-what-the-trade-

war-reveals-about.html  

“China is the world's leading manufacturing and exporting country. The United States 

is the world's largest market and net importer. The trade war risks exacerbating 

preexisting problems in both economies.” 

 

#cyber 

New ways to frame responsible cyber behaviour beyond the UN 

https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/occasional-papers/new-ways-

frame-responsible-cyber-behaviour-beyond-un  

 

#cyber operations 

Securing the Digital Frontier: Enhancing Canada’s Cyber Defence Posture 

https://medium.com/centre-for-international-and-defence-policy/securing-the-digital-

frontier-enhancing-canadas-cyber-defence-posture-83f8a7a2dd66 

 

#defence policy 

Canada faces 'massive challenge' as NATO eyes new 5% spending target: expert 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/article/canada-faces-massive-challenge-as-nato-eyes-

new-5-spending-target-expert/ 

 

Canada's Defence Dearth 

Page 58: 

Other Sources 
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https://issuu.com/diplomatonline.com/docs/diplomat_international_canada_magazine

_-_summer_20 

 

The Carney government's defence aspirations 

https://philippelagasse.substack.com/p/the-carney-governments-defence-aspirations 

 

Defence minister tells arms makers to prepare for accelerated federal spending 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/mcguinty-defence-spending-contractors-speech-

1.7545797 

Comment from contributor: Hopefully there is a lot more collaboration than just 

public announcements.  Will there be detailed government-industry planning that will 

allow industry to invest in the expansion necessary to support accelerated spending? 

 

At a Hinge moment 

https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/at-a-hinge-moment 

 

#defence procurement 

Carney government tables $486 billion spending plan with few details 

https://globalnews.ca/news/11201620/carney-government-tables-spending-plan-few-

details/ 

"Among the 130 federal departments and agencies presenting funding requirements to 

MPs, the largest is the Department of National Defence, which is requesting $33.9 

billion. The defence department is seeking approval for a capital budget of $10.9 

billion, an increase compared to last year of nearly 22 per cent or $1.94 billion." 

 

#defence procurement #adoption #innovation 

Risk aversion in the defence ministry is holding Britain back 

https://www.ft.com/content/a087b0ac-416d-47a4-908d-ea3ad36f060b 

Comment from contributor: Is risk aversion an issue for Canada, too? 

Love the word "soluntioneering."  <grin> How long before Canadian industry and 

procurement staff start using that word? 

 

#defence procurement #air defence #Canadian Army 

Let's Talk About Ground-Based Air Defence 

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/lets-talk-about-ground-based-air 

 

#drones 

U.S. Coast Guard Modernizes Underwater Survey Guidelines to Boost Maritime 

Competitiveness 

https://gcaptain.com/u-s-coast-guard-modernizes-underwater-survey-guidelines-to-

boost-maritime-competitiveness/ 

"The revised guidance, released on May 30, 2025, introduces several key changes 

aimed at streamlining regulatory processes while maintaining safety standards. Most 

notably, the update explicitly authorizes the use of Remotely Operated Vehicles 

(ROVs) for conducting underwater inspections." 

 

#drones #Russia 

Russian Drones Pose Growing Danger 

https://jamestown.org/program/russian-drones-pose-growing-danger/ 
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#drones #Russia-Ukraine War #warfare 

How Ukraine’s “Spider Web” Operation Redefines Asymmetric Warfare 

https://www.csis.org/analysis/how-ukraines-spider-web-operation-redefines-

asymmetric-warfare 

Comment from contributor: Ironic that the date of the attack, 1 June, is Russia's 

Military Transport Aviation Day. 

 

#force development #defence industry 

Defence and Industrial Base Cooperation Among Allies 

https://cdainstitute.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Force-Development-Defence-and-

Industrial-Base-Cooperation-1.pdf 

Comment: A report from a CDAI event in Washington, held October 2024. The report 

highlights the need for coordination, cohesion, and adaptability between governments 

and industry. This is true whether with the US or now increasingly for Canada, with 

the EU. A timely piece considering the government’s announcement on defence 

spending and the stated need to investment in and develop the Canadian defence 

industrial base.  

The thoughts of balancing sustainment and innovation is interesting. It simultaneously 

emphasized that innovation must have “…a return on investment that demonstrably 

increases capacity,” while recognizing that “Not every prototype is meant to succeed. 

When an innovation is not successful, there must be appropriate offramps to 

internalize the lessons learned and minimize the cost.” This reinforces the tension 

between innovation being about effectiveness and government’s processes prioritizing 

efficiency. However, there is an argument that innovation is integral with, not the 

antithesis to, a more efficient and accountable government: 

https://demos.co.uk/research/doge-done-better-the-case-for-progressive-efficiency-

and-a-streamlined-state/  

 

#foreign affairs #Indo-Pacific 

Deepening Canada-ASEAN Security Cooperation in the Face of Geopolitical 

Headwinds 

https://www.asiapacific.ca/publication/deepening-canada-asean-security-cooperation-

face 

 

#geopolitics 

The Quadripolar World: Understanding 21st Century Geopolitics 

https://www.cigionline.org/publications/the-quadripolar-world-understanding-twenty-

first-century-geopolitics/  

Comment: A framework of four powers — the United States, China, India and 

Russia — that serve as autonomous strategic poles. The framework is meant “…to 

capture the fluid, multidimensional nature of today’s geopolitics, where states 

simultaneously compete, cooperate and hedge across domains.” It also highlights the 

rising ability of middle powers to act and influence. 

 

#innovation 

Pentagon pushes US dronemakers to innovate as quickly as Ukraine does 

https://www.defenseone.com/business/2025/06/pentagon-pushes-us-dronemakers-

innovate-quickly-ukraine-does/405739/ 

"DIU’s (Defense Innovation Unit) Project GI initiative aims to embed frontline 

insights into a perpetual loop of design, testing, and deployment." 
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Comment from contributor: 'Tele-research" and the speed of adaptation and 

innovation.  Battle winners. 

 

#intelligence 

The hole in Canada’s intelligence system is ASIS-shaped 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-hole-in-canadas-intelligence-system-is-asis-

shaped/ 

 

#land warfare 

Recon-Strike Battle 

https://bafriedman.substack.com/p/recon-strike-battle 

"If the Russo-Ukraine War tells us anything, it’s that infantry is still the dominant 

force in land warfare." 

 

#legal 

Get Ready for the New Rules of War in the Indo-Pacific 

https://warontherocks.com/2025/06/get-ready-for-the-new-rules-of-war-in-the-indo-

pacific/ 

 

Captured Enemy Weapons 

https://lieber.westpoint.edu/captured-enemy-weapons/ 

 

#maritime security 

Port state control 

https://www.thebroadside.org.uk/p/06-2025-port-state-control 

 

#NATO 

NATO Defence Ministers agree new capability targets to strengthen the Alliance 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_235900.htm 

Comment from contributor: "Capability targets" meaning percentage of GDP are not 

as descriptive and meaningful as committing number of ships, battalions and aircraft. 

 

NATO releases new Science & Technology Strategy 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_236107.htm 

 

Russia Exploits Latvian Vulnerabilities to Undermine Baltic Defenses 

Part One: https://jamestown.org/program/russia-exploits-latvian-vulnerabilities-to-

undermine-baltic-defenses-part-one/ 

Part Two: https://jamestown.org/program/russia-exploits-latvian-vulnerabilities-to-

undermine-baltic-defenses-part-two/ 

IVO the Canadian framework brigade group in Latvia. 

 

A Russia-NATO War Would Look Nothing Like Ukraine  

https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/05/19/russia-nato-war-putin-ukraine-nuclear-strategy-

baltics/ 

 

#Royal Canadian Air Force 

CF-39 Arrow II: A Swedish Solution to the CF-18 Replacement Problem 

https://ucalgary.scholaris.ca/items/64c477fe-2d35-4093-ae6b-c4b31ecb12ad 
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Comment from contributor: A dated paper (2018) that recently resurfaced (see 

thread: https://x.com/AlexRMcColl/status/1885874585419325885).  Aside: rather 

presumptuous (or good marketing?) to pre-emptively name it CF-39 Arrow II. 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War 

What Is the Impact of Ukraine’s Raid on Russia’s Air Force? 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/06/04/ukraine-russia-war-drone-attack-airbases-

bombers-operation-spiderweb/ 

 

Ukraine’s Drone Attack Doesn’t Matter 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/06/09/ukraine-war-drone-attack-spiderweb-russia-air-

bases/ 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #drones 

Ukraine's Best New Attack Drones Flew 600 Miles to Blow Up a Critical Defense 

Plant in Western Russia 

https://daxe.substack.com/p/ukraines-best-new-attack-drones-flew 

Goin' deep! 

 

Russia’s ghost riders are storming Sumy—and they’re not meant to come back 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/06/06/russian-troops-probe-sumy-oblast/ 

Costly tactics. 

 

Russia Has Started Losing the War in Ukraine  

https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/05/19/russia-military-putin-war-ukraine-nato-europe/ 

 

What Is the Impact of Ukraine’s Raid on Russia’s Air Force? 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/06/04/ukraine-russia-war-drone-attack-airbases-

bombers-operation-spiderweb/ 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #deception 

Ukraine and the future of deception in war 

https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2025/06/ukraine-and-future-deception-

war/405821/ 

Note link to report: https://www.newamerica.org/future-security/reports/the-future-of-

deception-in-war/ 

 

#security 

How FDR Invented National Security  

https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/05/30/fdr-roosevelt-national-security-us-foreign-

policy 

"...the basic idea of national defense shifted radically, from a narrow definition of 

territorial self-defense to a much more expansive one based on a heightened 

awareness that distant threats could eventually harm the basic safety of the United 

States in a variety of ways—ideologically and economically, as well as physically." 

Comment from contributor: Good reflection and timely.  Definition applies to other 

countries, especially now. 
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#strategy #Indo-Pacific 

Duffer's Drift 

https://marinecorpscompasspoints.substack.com/p/compass-points-duffers-drift 

 

#United States 

(US) Army releases new primer on organization, purpose for leaders 

https://www.armytimes.com/news/your-army/2025/06/03/army-releases-new-primer-

on-organization-purpose-for-leaders/ 

Comment from contributor: A comparison of organization and leadership. "The Army 

has released a primer for leaders to better understand the Army, how it’s organized 

and their purpose within the ranks." 

 

#veterans 

Persian Gulf War veterans renew push for wartime recognition 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/calgary/article/calgarys-persian-gulf-war-veterans-renew-

push-for-wartime-recognition/ 

 

#wargaming 

INDOPACOM brings AI to wargaming exercise 

https://www.defenseone.com/technology/2025/05/indopacom-brings-ai-wargaming-

exercise/405708/ 

 

Influence Wargaming Handbook 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6494481b9e7a8b00139329d8/Influence

_Wargaming_Handbook_web.pdf 

 

#wargaming #artifical intelligence 

AI revolutionizes military wargaming: Lessons in speed, scope, and strategic foresight 

https://fedscoop.com/video/ai-revolutionizes-military-wargaming-lessons-in-speed-

scope-and-strategic-foresight/ 

 

 

Odds and sods… 
 
Defending U.S. Military Bases Against Drones? A Recent Tabletop Exercise Explores How 

 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/commentary/2025/06/defending-us-military-bases-against-drones-a-

recent.html 

Topical IVO recent attacks in Russia.  The post-exercise report would make an interesting read 

if Canada could obtain a copy. 

"First, the event informed Northern Command's operational approach to mitigate drone 

incursions at military bases." 

"Second, the tabletop exercise emphasized the need for a framework to integrate, enable, and 

synchronize state, local, tribal, and territorial authorities into counter-drone operations at or near 

military bases." 

"Finally, the tabletop exercise also clarified conditions that would justify the Federal Aviation 

Administration's support to the use of counter-positioning, navigation, and timing capabilities to 

jam unlawful drones at or near military bases." 
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Ukrainian drones evacuate injured soldiers 

https://defence-blog.com/ukrainian-drones-

evacuate-injured-soldiers/ 

"Ukrainian forces have begun using unmanned 

ground vehicles to evacuate wounded soldiers from 

the battlefield …" 

Interesting development. 

 
 
https://magazine.rcafassociation.ca    
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Expanded services for the Canadian Coast Guard 
 

Colleagues, 

I am pleased to inform you that today, the Minister of Public Safety tabled 

the Strong Borders Act. This omnibus Bill C-2 proposes amendments to the Oceans 

Act to expand CCG services to include security activities. This would allow us to 

better leverage our capabilities and assets to support maritime security across 

Canada, further ensuring the protection and sovereignty of our vast coasts and 

waterways. 

The CCG is already an active and valued member of the federal maritime security 

community, but can only currently collect and share information for safety 

purposes. The proposed amendments would allow us to, for example, use the 

sensors on vessels and ashore to collect, analyze and share information with 

security, defence, and intelligence partners on what is happening in the maritime 

domain. 

Rest assured, we remain a civilian organization and the delivery of our existing 

programs and services will neither change nor be impacted by expanding our 

services to include security activities. 

This proposed change recognizes the value of our inherent capabilities and the 

extensive knowledge we have of Canada’s coasts and waterways. This is an 

important and promising step forward for our organization, and for our country. 

This is particularly true in the North, where we can further contribute to maritime 

security and sovereignty in remote Arctic waters. We have the opportunity to 

demonstrate a leadership role in a region of rapid change and growing global 

interest. 

We will continue to provide the same high-quality services Canadians expect from 

the CCG, including search and rescue, icebreaking, and environmental response, 

while ensuring safe navigation and supporting ocean science. 

We commit to sharing any information we can in a timely manner, and supporting 

you through this change. 

Thank you for your continued collaboration and hard work.  

 

Mario Pelletier 

Commissioner 

Canadian Coast Guard 
 

 



Services élargis pour la Garde côtière canadienne 
 

Collègues, 

J’ai le plaisir de vous informer qu’aujourd’hui le Ministre de la Sécurité publique a 

déposé le projet de loi intitulé Loi sur la protection des frontières. Ce projet de loi 

omnibus C-2 propose, en autre, des modifications à la Loi sur les océans afin 

d’élargir la gamme de services de la GCC et d’inclure des activités reliés à la sûreté. 

Ceci nous permettra de mieux tirer parti de nos capacités et de nos actifs pour 

soutenir la sûreté maritime à travers le Canada ainsi qu’à contribuer à assurer la 

protection et la souveraineté de nos vastes côtes et voies navigables. 

La GCC est déjà un membre actif et apprécié de la communauté fédérale de la 

sûreté maritime, mais peut seulement recueillir et partager de l’information à des 

fins de sécurité. Les modifications proposés nous permettront, par exemple, 

d’utiliser les capteurs à bord des navires et à terre afin de recueillir, analyser, et 

partager des informations avec les partenaires de la sécurité, de la défense et du 

renseignement afin d’éclairer la connaissance du domaine maritime. 

Soyez assurés que nous demeurons une organisation civile et que la livraison de nos 

programmes et services actuels ne seront ni modifiés ni affectés en élargissant nos 

services pour inclure des activités de sûreté. 

Ce changement proposé reconnaît la valeur de nos capacités intrinsèques et la vaste 

connaissance que nous avons des côtes et des voies navigables du Canada. Cette 

évolution représente une avancée importante et prometteuse pour notre organisation 

et pour notre pays. C’est particulièrement vrai dans le Nord, où nous pouvons 

contribuer davantage à la sûreté maritime et à la souveraineté dans les eaux éloignés 

de l’Arctique. Nous avons l’occasion de jouer un rôle de chef de file dans une 

région en pleine évolution et suscitant un intérêt étranger croissant. 

Nous continuerons à offrir les services de haute qualité auxquels les Canadiens 

s’attendent de la part de la GCC, notamment la recherche et le sauvetage, le 

déglaçage et l’intervention environnementale, tout en assurant la navigation 

sécuritaire et en soutenant la science océanique. 

Nous nous engageons à partager toute information disponible en temps opportun et 

à vous accompagner tout au long de cette transition. 

Merci pour votre collaboration continue et votre travail acharné. 

 

Mario Pelletier 

Commissioner 

Canadian Coast Guard 

 

 

  



 

Chief of (Australian) Navy 2025 Essay Competition opens 

 

"Entries are now open for the 2025 Chief of Navy Essay Competition. The Chief of 

Navy Essay Competition aims to promote knowledge of and interest in a thinking, 

fighting Australian Navy."  One of the prize divisions is open to international entrants. 

 

Note the topics (they can be taken to be reflective of RAN strategic considerations) 

and particularly topic 5: "How would international shipping be organised and 

protected in the event of a global conflict and how does this differ from the protection 

of shipping from the German u-boat threat in the Atlantic in WWII?"  Something 

RUSI(NS) members have been discussing. 

 
 

 



SAC Notes 

 

O Canada 

 

After the Afghanistan war, and the use of the military’s budget as a kind of piggy bank for 

government, the announcement by the Prime Minister and key appointments within the 

security community came as a pleasant shock. Who could have expected Canada would reach 

2% of GDP for defence? It was recognition that there were serious deficiencies caused by the 

lack of proper funding to ensure the basics were taken care of effectively. 

 

Essentially, 9.3B CAD was allocated to provide more funding to four specific areas including: 

operational readiness, expanded capabilities within the CAF and other partners, development 

of the Canadian strategic industrial base, and opportunities to engage with allies in areas of 

cooperation such as ReArm Europe. 

 

More importantly, the announcement recognized the need for independent Canadian built 

capabilities and under the present circumstances, the need to seek a level of independence 

from the US and development of effective alternatives. 

 

The most important aspect is operational readiness as it is in this area where service personnel 

will see the immediate effects. This means more money and resources for recruiting, 

increased pay and allowances, improved health care, increased levels of basic supplies and 

maintenance for current equipment. I remember putting our vehicles up on blocks and putting 

them into maintenance reserve rather than using them for training or on exercises, nor can we 

forget the days of going bang, bang because there were no more blanks available or simply 

not qualifying on one’s weapons. These were always morale killers. 

 

What is interesting is that it appears that there is real money attached to this effort and not 

some announcement trotted out from time to time but with no resources allocated for any of 

these announced promises. 

 

One point that was brought up was the supplementary holding list. Many folks when they are 

retiring sign up that they could be returned to service if there was an emergency. Most do it in 

good faith and for the right reasons. Use of the supplementary holding list makes sense 

especially in times of shortages of personnel. Hopefully this can be turned into something 

meaningful. RUSI NS has always been supportive of this type of initiative and has questioned 

the lack of its use for well over ten years. Make use of what you already have, it is a good 

way to start. 

 

There will be further announcements on specific projects such as the Joint Support Ships, the 

F 35 and other key projects in the relatively near future. RUSI NS looks forward to these 

future announcements. This was a refreshing start, but only a start. 

 

Bill C 5 is being worked through the commons. It is also known as the “One Canadian 

Economy Act” and formally known as “An Act to enact the Free Trade and Labour Mobility 

in Canada Act and the Building Canada Act” it has the potential to greatly modify how 

Canada operates. It does require the Provinces to “buy in” to work. The intent is to improve 

the ability of businesses and trades people to move throughout the country. It sounds good, 

but the problem will be in the detail and may cause considerable disruption across the country 

if badly implemented. Not all provinces are on board, but most are sympathetic to the intent. 

 

Australia 

 

https://www.forcesnews.com/csg25/hms-dauntless-takes-lead-carrier-strike-group-25-sun-

https://www.forcesnews.com/csg25/hms-dauntless-takes-lead-carrier-strike-group-25-sun-sets-over-red-sea?utm_source=Forces+Newsletter&utm_campaign=4741ae59ff-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_05_16_03_48_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-4b3f259532-441363688


sets-over-red-sea?utm_source=Forces+Newsletter&utm_campaign=4741ae59ff-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_05_16_03_48_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-
4b3f259532-441363688 

The Royal Navy Carrier Strike Group 25, with VDQ participating in the battle group, 

navigated the Suez Canal on the way to the Indian Ocean. I am not sure if they will come to 

Western Australia. 

 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/no-australian-trade-isnt-diversifying-away-from-
china/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Dail
y%20The%20Strategist+CID_2c7624d2424915924fdf068233a532cf&utm_source=Campaign
Monitor&utm_term=No%20Australian%20trade%20isnt%20diversifying%20away%20from%
20China 

The trade dependence upon China is only too visible in almost every store here. 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/astute-lessons-for-australias-aukus-submarine-workforce/ 

There are concerns about building the capabilities of Australia for implementation of 

AUKUS. 

 

https://youtu.be/foxbfFSRYQk?si=kFizP_PAUsvd0s1c 

I hope the attachment will open. It is a summary of new defence cuts in Australia. 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/a-chance-for-australia-to-grab-europes-offer-of-a-security-

pact/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily

%20The%20Strategist+CID_20add31cb45b55834e8a6e967fca2e64&utm_source=Campaign

Monitor&utm_term=A%20chance%20for%20Australia%20to%20grab%20Europes%20offer

%20of%20a%20security%20pact 

The attached is an interesting article. Europe and Australia are linked in almost every way 

except geography. It is time to tighten the linkages. 

 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/new-zealands-defence-plan-lifts-spending-emphasises-
partnerships/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_conte
nt=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_20add31cb45b55834e8a6e967fca2e64&utm_source=Ca
mpaignMonitor&utm_term=New%20Zealands%20defence%20plan%20lifts%20spending%20
emphasises%20partnerships 

The NZ government needs to get serious about its defence and contribution to AUKUS. 

 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-cost-of-defence-shows-australia-risks-falling-behind-
its-
peers/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Dail
y%20The%20Strategist+CID_a53e1a4b9e5b311b372017af872cc012&utm_source=Campaign
Monitor&utm_term=The%20Cost%20of%20Defence%20shows%20Australia%20risks%20falli
ng%20behind%20its%20peers 

Defense financing is an issue in Australia. 

 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-gathering-storm-urgent-geoeconomic-threats-and-
australias-national-security-
crisis/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Dail
y%20The%20Strategist+CID_d3f02d6f63bfcf197cb6329c798cd1c8&utm_source=CampaignM
onitor&utm_term=The%20gathering%20storm%20urgent%20geoeconomic%20threats%20a
nd%20Australias%20national%20security%20crisis 

This article is a serious call for action by the Australian government on the threatening affairs 

of a perilous world. 

Canada needs to address this too. 

 

https://www.aspi.org.au/report/the-cost-of-defence-aspi-defence-budget-brief-2025-

https://www.forcesnews.com/csg25/hms-dauntless-takes-lead-carrier-strike-group-25-sun-sets-over-red-sea?utm_source=Forces+Newsletter&utm_campaign=4741ae59ff-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_05_16_03_48_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-4b3f259532-441363688
https://www.forcesnews.com/csg25/hms-dauntless-takes-lead-carrier-strike-group-25-sun-sets-over-red-sea?utm_source=Forces+Newsletter&utm_campaign=4741ae59ff-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_05_16_03_48_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-4b3f259532-441363688
https://www.forcesnews.com/csg25/hms-dauntless-takes-lead-carrier-strike-group-25-sun-sets-over-red-sea?utm_source=Forces+Newsletter&utm_campaign=4741ae59ff-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_05_16_03_48_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-4b3f259532-441363688
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/no-australian-trade-isnt-diversifying-away-from-china/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_2c7624d2424915924fdf068233a532cf&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=No%20Australian%20trade%20isnt%20diversifying%20away%20from%20China
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/no-australian-trade-isnt-diversifying-away-from-china/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_2c7624d2424915924fdf068233a532cf&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=No%20Australian%20trade%20isnt%20diversifying%20away%20from%20China
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/no-australian-trade-isnt-diversifying-away-from-china/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_2c7624d2424915924fdf068233a532cf&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=No%20Australian%20trade%20isnt%20diversifying%20away%20from%20China
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/no-australian-trade-isnt-diversifying-away-from-china/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_2c7624d2424915924fdf068233a532cf&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=No%20Australian%20trade%20isnt%20diversifying%20away%20from%20China
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/no-australian-trade-isnt-diversifying-away-from-china/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_2c7624d2424915924fdf068233a532cf&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=No%20Australian%20trade%20isnt%20diversifying%20away%20from%20China
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/astute-lessons-for-australias-aukus-submarine-workforce/
https://youtu.be/foxbfFSRYQk?si=kFizP_PAUsvd0s1c
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/a-chance-for-australia-to-grab-europes-offer-of-a-security-pact/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_20add31cb45b55834e8a6e967fca2e64&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=A%20chance%20for%20Australia%20to%20grab%20Europes%20offer%20of%20a%20security%20pact
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/a-chance-for-australia-to-grab-europes-offer-of-a-security-pact/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_20add31cb45b55834e8a6e967fca2e64&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=A%20chance%20for%20Australia%20to%20grab%20Europes%20offer%20of%20a%20security%20pact
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/a-chance-for-australia-to-grab-europes-offer-of-a-security-pact/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_20add31cb45b55834e8a6e967fca2e64&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=A%20chance%20for%20Australia%20to%20grab%20Europes%20offer%20of%20a%20security%20pact
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/a-chance-for-australia-to-grab-europes-offer-of-a-security-pact/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_20add31cb45b55834e8a6e967fca2e64&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=A%20chance%20for%20Australia%20to%20grab%20Europes%20offer%20of%20a%20security%20pact
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/a-chance-for-australia-to-grab-europes-offer-of-a-security-pact/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_20add31cb45b55834e8a6e967fca2e64&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=A%20chance%20for%20Australia%20to%20grab%20Europes%20offer%20of%20a%20security%20pact
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/new-zealands-defence-plan-lifts-spending-emphasises-partnerships/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_20add31cb45b55834e8a6e967fca2e64&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=New%20Zealands%20defence%20plan%20lifts%20spending%20emphasises%20partnerships
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/new-zealands-defence-plan-lifts-spending-emphasises-partnerships/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_20add31cb45b55834e8a6e967fca2e64&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=New%20Zealands%20defence%20plan%20lifts%20spending%20emphasises%20partnerships
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/new-zealands-defence-plan-lifts-spending-emphasises-partnerships/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_20add31cb45b55834e8a6e967fca2e64&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=New%20Zealands%20defence%20plan%20lifts%20spending%20emphasises%20partnerships
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/new-zealands-defence-plan-lifts-spending-emphasises-partnerships/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_20add31cb45b55834e8a6e967fca2e64&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=New%20Zealands%20defence%20plan%20lifts%20spending%20emphasises%20partnerships
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/new-zealands-defence-plan-lifts-spending-emphasises-partnerships/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_20add31cb45b55834e8a6e967fca2e64&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=New%20Zealands%20defence%20plan%20lifts%20spending%20emphasises%20partnerships
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-cost-of-defence-shows-australia-risks-falling-behind-its-peers/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_a53e1a4b9e5b311b372017af872cc012&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20Cost%20of%20Defence%20shows%20Australia%20risks%20falling%20behind%20its%20peers
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-cost-of-defence-shows-australia-risks-falling-behind-its-peers/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_a53e1a4b9e5b311b372017af872cc012&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20Cost%20of%20Defence%20shows%20Australia%20risks%20falling%20behind%20its%20peers
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-cost-of-defence-shows-australia-risks-falling-behind-its-peers/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_a53e1a4b9e5b311b372017af872cc012&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20Cost%20of%20Defence%20shows%20Australia%20risks%20falling%20behind%20its%20peers
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-cost-of-defence-shows-australia-risks-falling-behind-its-peers/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_a53e1a4b9e5b311b372017af872cc012&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20Cost%20of%20Defence%20shows%20Australia%20risks%20falling%20behind%20its%20peers
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-cost-of-defence-shows-australia-risks-falling-behind-its-peers/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_a53e1a4b9e5b311b372017af872cc012&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20Cost%20of%20Defence%20shows%20Australia%20risks%20falling%20behind%20its%20peers
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-cost-of-defence-shows-australia-risks-falling-behind-its-peers/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_a53e1a4b9e5b311b372017af872cc012&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20Cost%20of%20Defence%20shows%20Australia%20risks%20falling%20behind%20its%20peers
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-gathering-storm-urgent-geoeconomic-threats-and-australias-national-security-crisis/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_d3f02d6f63bfcf197cb6329c798cd1c8&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20gathering%20storm%20urgent%20geoeconomic%20threats%20and%20Australias%20national%20security%20crisis
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-gathering-storm-urgent-geoeconomic-threats-and-australias-national-security-crisis/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_d3f02d6f63bfcf197cb6329c798cd1c8&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20gathering%20storm%20urgent%20geoeconomic%20threats%20and%20Australias%20national%20security%20crisis
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-gathering-storm-urgent-geoeconomic-threats-and-australias-national-security-crisis/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_d3f02d6f63bfcf197cb6329c798cd1c8&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20gathering%20storm%20urgent%20geoeconomic%20threats%20and%20Australias%20national%20security%20crisis
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-gathering-storm-urgent-geoeconomic-threats-and-australias-national-security-crisis/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_d3f02d6f63bfcf197cb6329c798cd1c8&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20gathering%20storm%20urgent%20geoeconomic%20threats%20and%20Australias%20national%20security%20crisis
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-gathering-storm-urgent-geoeconomic-threats-and-australias-national-security-crisis/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_d3f02d6f63bfcf197cb6329c798cd1c8&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20gathering%20storm%20urgent%20geoeconomic%20threats%20and%20Australias%20national%20security%20crisis
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-gathering-storm-urgent-geoeconomic-threats-and-australias-national-security-crisis/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_d3f02d6f63bfcf197cb6329c798cd1c8&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20gathering%20storm%20urgent%20geoeconomic%20threats%20and%20Australias%20national%20security%20crisis
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/the-cost-of-defence-aspi-defence-budget-brief-2025-2026/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=New%20Podcasts%20Connor%20Leahy%20on%20AI%20and%20Justin%20Bassi%20on%20the%20Cost%20of%20Defence&utm_content=New%20Podcasts%20Connor%20Leahy%20on%20AI%20and%20Justin%20Bassi%20on%20the%20Cost%20of%20Defence+CID_e4c03843542e4de04e063dc8b2312b44&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=here


2026/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=New%20Podcasts%20Connor%20Leahy%20on
%20AI%20and%20Justin%20Bassi%20on%20the%20Cost%20of%20Defence&utm_content=
New%20Podcasts%20Connor%20Leahy%20on%20AI%20and%20Justin%20Bassi%20on%20t
he%20Cost%20of%20Defence+CID_e4c03843542e4de04e063dc8b2312b44&utm_source=Ca
mpaignMonitor&utm_term=here 

Attached is an important article on the defence challenges facing Australia. 

 

https://www.forcesnews.com/politics/strategic-defence-review-deal-new-era-threats-says-
defence-secretary 

See the attached articles on the UK Defence Review. They are spending considerable money 

and effort in improving their capabilities. 

 

https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/does-australia-still-need-the-us-as-a-military-
ally/g4lolxub3 

The above article is a brief but interesting article about the emerging security challenges to 

Australia. There is concern about the reliance on US political and military support. However, 

there is no single substitute or multinational alternative to the US. 

 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/runways-fuel-ports-and-rail-the-case-for-an-adf-repair-
organisation/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_conte
nt=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_807c575a292c67e3ff948f76a1cf53b3&utm_source=Cam
paignMonitor&utm_term=Runways%20fuel%20ports%20and%20rail%20the%20case%20for
%20an%20ADF%20repair%20organisation 

The attached is an interesting article about the limited ability of Australia to repair 

infrastructure damaged in a military conflict. The traditional remoteness of this continent is 

no assurance that damage to military and civilian infrastructure can be avoided. 

 

United States 

 

It is sad to see a country brought down by incompetence and criminality, but we are seeing 

the United States fall as a leader of the community of democratic nations. The Trump 

Administration has destroyed American credibility as a dependable partner. 

 

The US has decided to remove illegal immigrants, judged to be somewhere around 11M 

people. The fevered mind of Steven Miller demanded that ICE increase the number of illegal 

immigrants arrested to 3 k per day. Initially, it only included people convicted of criminal 

offences; this has changed to a wholesale removal of illegal immigrants of all types, including 

naturalized US citizens. 

 

The city of Los Angeles is the latest target of major raids by Federal authorities. These raids 

are not supported by the general population, the city or state authorities. Demonstrations 

protesting the nature of these raids have occurred but generally they have been small in 

comparison to the actions of the 6 January 2021 rioters who stormed the capital and later 

pardoned by the current President. Demonstrations continued and remained relatively small in 

comparison to the population of the country. There was some minor violence. President 

Trump ordered the call out of the California National Guard under federal authority contrary 

to the law which requires the President to seek the authorization of the state governor. So far 

4.1K guardsmen have been mobilized. The president also authorised 700 currently serving 

regular Marines to reinforce the guardsmen to secure Federal buildings. The President’s 

reasoning is to say the least suspect. The Chief of the LAPD says he had sufficient capability 

to deter any demonstrators. The LAPD has 9K members and can call on the California 

Sheriff’s department for increased levels of law enforcement. The military is not necessary.  

 

Governor Newsome has asked for an emergency injunction against this gross violation of 
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state’s rights. Use of regular troops inside the US is illegal, this is the act of an authoritarian 

and not a President of the US. 

 

The Army is celebrating its 250th Anniversary and is going to conduct a parade from the 

Pentagon to the Washington Mall. It also corresponds with the 79th birthday of the President, 

Donald Trump. The cost is estimated to be somewhere around 45 M USD. The US has 

seldom conducted such parades as the image is one of authoritarian regimes. It is not a good 

look. 

 

US and Chinese negotiators have apparently come to a tentative agreement for a trade 

framework. There are no details. The agreement requires approval from president Trump and 

President Xi of China. It should help the markets. The constant changes have created 

instability throughout the world. Trump’s actions show a lack of planning or even 

understanding of basic economics. He is backed by people who clearly do not understand the 

problems they have created. Again, in the long term, their actions will create long term pain 

for all US citizens. 

 

Moldova 

 

Moldovan President Maia Sandu expressed her happiness that Romania has elected a pro-

Western president after a very fractious election. The first election was annulled because of 

Russian interference. There was considerable fear that a pro-Russian President would be 

elected. It was a close-run effort. The pro-Western President Nicursor Dan was elected and 

expressed the ongoing support for Moldova’s ascension into the European Union. 

 

Moldova faces its own Parliamentary elections in October and Russia has ramped up 

disinformation and political interference using pro-Russian entities based on the Shor Party 

membership. Ilan Shor, its leader is in exile in Russia and has been providing the financing 

and general leadership from Russia itself. 

 

In last year’s Presidential election and referendum, the winners were only made firm once 

expat votes from outside Moldova were counted. Maia Sandu easily won the Presidency by 

10% but the referendum was won by a single percentage point on EU 

membership.  Moldova’s population is growing old and many of the older generation seem to 

continue to have fond memories of the Soviet Union, something not shared by the youth. 

 

Russian interference is expected to continue and become more serious as the election draws 

near. Transnistria, the breakaway self-declared province still has approximately 1.2 to 1.5 k 

Russian troops. Recent reporting suggests that Russia will attempt to deploy more troops in 

Transnistria if a pro-Russian Government is elected. The EU and individual countries have 

made agreements with Moldova to prevent this effort.   

 

Belarus 

 

The only item of note is that President Lukashenko visited Chinese President Xi Jinping on 

Wednesday, 3 June 2025. Xi took the trouble to say that Belarus was China’s “True Friend.” 

Lukashenko was looking to China for assistance to help his sanction plagued country. There 

was little indication that anything of substance was achieved except for public relations 

pictures. China has its own issues. 

 

The Defence Minister of Belarus, LGen Victor Hernin announced the T72BM2 based on the 

needs of Belarus. The “new” tank which looks suspiciously like the old tank allegedly meets 

the requirements of the Belarus Army including aspects of efficiency, fire power, stability, 

protection and convenience. It does appear to have explosive reactive armour plates and a 

new sight for the main armament. The tank has no sighting system for the commander nor 



thermal imaging according to the media outlet Red Effect. Still this tank will equip the 

Belarus Army. The number produced is unknown but likely small in number at this point. It 

should be remembered that Belarus gave Russia a large number of tanks and armour vehicles 

without ready access to replacements. 

 

Georgia 

 

Due to the deteriorating ties to the West, the Government of Georgia closed the NATO and 

EU information Centre on 4 June 2025 according to a Reuters article that same day. The 

Georgia Dream Party continues towards a more pro-Russian point of view despite publicly 

stating otherwise to appease the mainly pro-Western population. Demonstrations are less 

common but still ongoing. 

 

Israel-Iran Conflict 

 

Israel continues to occupy five areas in Lebanon and key terrain in Syria. It has conducted air 

attacks against Houthis in Yemen post a Houthis missile attack which was defeated by Israeli 

air defence. Israel is continuing operations within Gaza including using most of its standing 

Army. Reserve divisions are being used in other locations. 

 

Israel detained foreign pro-Palestinian activists who attempted to break the Israeli naval 

blockade. The “Madaleen,” a British flagged vessel was stopped and the activists removed 

and mainly deported. This included Greta Thurnberg, the Swedish climate and Palestinian 

support activist. She was safely removed from the vessel and deported. 

 

Russia-Ukraine Conflict 

 

The war continues unabated. It is now clear Russia does not want a ceasefire but intends to 

conduct a major offensive in the relatively near future.  Ukraine has been able to blunt recent 

attacks using copious numbers of drones now expected to cover up to 10 kms inside the 

Russian forward edge of battle. Russia has done something similar making front line life very 

brutal and short on both sides. Logistics at the front has been badly affected and is likely to 

get worse in the future. 

 

The real issue is the larger drone war now taking place between Russia and Ukraine. The 

biggest difference is the target types between Russia and Ukraine. Ukraine has conducted 

attacks on military targets including the now celebrated operation Spider Web against Russian 

strategic bombers in four air bases, one nuclear submarine base destroying or damaging a 

significant number of strategic bombers, including one estimate of 41 aircraft destroyed and 

damaged. A secondary effect, Russian authorities must now look at every truck and rail car 

for a potential Ukrainian created drone carrier. It has a massive financial and political cost to 

the regime, something that has not gone unnoticed by Russian citizens. 

 

A second attack occurred two days later, on 3 June on the Kerch bridge, heavily damaging the 

key pilon, two days after that they attacked four factories in four different locations producing 

key components and chemicals and most recently attacking another airfield destroying at least 

one fighter aircraft.   

 

Russia on the other hand has conducted huge drone and missile attacks, sometimes using 

almost 500 weapons across Ukraine mostly aimed at civilian infrastructure. One of the largest 

attacks consisted of 499 weapons, 479 were destroyed or decoyed away from targets. Only 

one target appeared to be a legitimate military target, an airfield in Western Ukraine. The 

main effort by Russia appears to be to weaken Ukrainian morale. This method has had limited 

success. 

 



On the battlefield Russia continues to make minor gains at a terrible human cost. One 

estimate placed Russia’s effort to take all of Ukraine as requiring 230 years at the current 

pace. This being stated it is clear Russia is starting to stockpile key equipment once again 

even at the expense of current operations. Ukraine has made some incremental counterattacks 

with minor success. 

 

Russia is continuing to make demands not only of Ukraine but of NATO. The most recent is 

that NATO troops need to leave the Baltic States before there is any ceasefire. It is 

increasingly clear that Russia is not playing with a full deck and that senior leadership is not 

living in the real world. Russia’s losses are not sustainable nor are they replacing equipment 

effectively nor are older stocks available to meet the current demands let alone prepare Russia 

 

China 

 

In recent weeks, the new Liberal Party Government expressed that they would be renewing 

and resetting the ties with the Peoples’ Republic of China (PRC). They would cooperate 

where necessary and not cooperate when they can. China has been conducting influence 

operations in Canada for some time, nearly 5% of our citizens and permanent residents are of 

Chinese extraction. There are the original Chinese families brought in for the railway 

construction in the 1800s. It was followed by the movement of Chinese out of the country 

during the takeover of mainland China by the Communist Chinese Party of Chair Mao and 

most recently, the people leaving Hong Kong before the 1997 handover of that British Colony 

to the CCP. There have been growing numbers of Chinese from the mainland as well seeking 

a better life outside of the Chinese mainland. 

 

The security service of Canada, CSIS, indicated to elections Canada that there was Chinese 

interference mainly oriented in support of a particular party. This is a party that has always 

shown more than a little interest in Chinese business often at the expense of our own country. 

China is said to use members to further their cause within Parliament. Elections Canada 

seemed to accept the notion that political interference was not an issue, but up to twelve seats 

were won by under 100 votes. Is this a sign of interference? We do not have enough details 

yet, but could even a few votes shift the process of the election? I believe the answer is yes. 

Should we deal with China? Should we allow the Chinese Embassy to have three times the 

number of diplomats in Canada as we have in Beijing? Maybe not, it should be reviewed to 

ensure the election wasn’t interfered with before we start to reset our relations. China is not a 

friend; its actions for decades have not worked in our favour. 

 

China has continued to make threats to its neighbours, often blaming the US for causing 

problems. China has tried to create conditions in the South China Sea in their favour despite 

having no legal right to its vast claim that basically eliminates the territorial waters of all its 

neighbours. They continue to harass other countries such as the Philippines, Taiwan, Malaya, 

Japan, South Korea, Indonesia, Vietnam and others. China is and continues to be an imperial 

power. 

 

The latest threats were against Taiwan and its supporter the US. China has demanded that the 

US stop its military support to Taiwan including provision of weapons systems. There are 

theories that President Xi wants to achieve reunification of the island to the mainland by 

2027. It has made serious threats and has moved ships and aircraft all around Taiwan as a 

means of making that threat real in the minds of the people of Taiwan. Can it really take the 

island? 

 

First Taiwan is an independent liberal democracy. It has spent years creating its armed forces 

and its reserves. It has made huge strides in developing its own armed forces and the 

equipment necessary for its defence. Taiwan has nearly seven million reservists and Beijing’s 

forces will have to overcome these vast numbers. Keep in mind that China’s vaunted Peoples’ 



Liberation Army ground forces have under 1M troops. China does not keep huge reserves as 

they could potentially offer opposition to the CCP. They are not armed and often demonstrate 

against the regime itself. Does this sound like an Army that is able to take on 7M hostile 

troops?  The answer is no. 

 

Keep in mind that key military personnel have been purged and are continuing to be purged 

by the CCP this year. Do they have the necessary leadership to conduct a very complex 

operation? The answer is no. China must be disabused of this notion on the use of force. A 

legitimate, peaceful and mutually agreeable solution is the only way this can occur. If they go 

to an armed invasion, it should be opposed with force if necessary by other liberal 

democracies. 

 

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS) 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-

leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html 
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