
 

Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia Dispatches 

27 June 2025 

 

The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the 

study, promotion and debate of defence, security, and safety issues. 

 

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media 

by the Institute.  Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches 

but may be unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada. 

 

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in 

Dispatches.  Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.  Email to 

RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.  Comments to articles can be from members or non-

members of RUSI(NS).  Any comment in Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author 

and does not necessarily represent the views of the Royal United Services Institute of 

Nova Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other government department, 

the Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or other agency. 

 

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), 

please inform RUSI(NS).  Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting 

RUSI(NS). 

 

Editor’s Notes: And now the goal for NATO is 5%. Canada is not the only one who 

will struggle to meet the new goal post, so will Belgium, France, and Italy. Spain flat 

out refused. The NATO Summit focused on defence spending: how much and on 

what. Russia was identified as a “profound” threat and challenge to NATO, but 

Ukraine was not on the agenda and not mentioned in the final summit statement. 

Again, what a difference a year makes. 

 

The next issue will be 11 July 2025. 

 

Quick links: 

Events 

Publications 

@RUSI_NS on X 

Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook 

Other Sources  

Odds and sods   

 SAC Notes 

 

 

 

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media 
 

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook 

accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com.  Preferably, send the material ready to post. We are 

still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them active. 
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Events 
To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.  RUSI(NS) events are by 

invitation.  If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email 

RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.  RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice.  Email 

RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring. 

 

RUSI (NS) Events: 

 

16 July, Wednesday: This is a special day with two events. First, a historical 

presentation by Tom Tulloch on the famous British naval Captain, navigator, and 

explorer, Captain James Cook, "Captain James Cook’s Atlantic Canada Legacy,” 

from1300 to 1430 hrs at the Mighty Maroon Room of RA Park. Most people know of 

Capt Cook's exploits in the Pacific, but he was instrumental in the British naval 

operations against the French in Atlantic Canada and beyond. This will be followed 

by the Summer Meet and Greet from 1430 to 1630 in the Gun Room of RA Park. For 

those attending the Meet and Greet, the cost is $10 either by etransfer to  

rusinovascotia@gmail.com password "presentation", cash or bring a cheque to the 

event.   

Please register for these two events by Saturday, 12 July 2025, by sending an email 

to rusinovascotia@gmail.com attn: Vice-President specifying whether you plan to 

come one event or both. 

 

17 September, Wednesday: Col Labbe, CAF Drone projects, virtual event. 

 

15 October, Wednesday: BGen Mark Parsons, Commander 5 Cdn Div. 

 

5 November, Wednesday: Remembrance Dinner.  

 

9 November, Sunday: Remembrance Sunday at the RA Park Memorial. 

 

Other Events: 

 

27 June, Friday: Naval Museum of Halifax presentation on book "Atrocity on the 

Atlantic" by author Nate Hendley.  10 am.  Naval Museum of Halifax, Stadacona, 

CFB Halifax.  This book is the story of the sinking of the Llandovery Castle, a 

Canadian hospital ship that was torpedoed and sunk by a German U-boat in the First 

World War.  27 June is the anniversary of the loss.  Parking is limited, reserved on a 

first come, first served basis - contact the Museum at 

<navalmuseumofhalifax@gmail.com> or (902) 721-8250.  The Museum will have 

copies of the book available onside for signing anyone who is interested.  Note poster 

at end of Dispatches. 

Comment from a colleague: It’s a super book, had the pleasure of reviewing it as a 

member of the Canadian Nautical Research Society Awards Committee - we gave it 

an Honourable Mention. 

 

New 7 July, Monday: The MacDonald-Laurier Institute presents “AI Policy in 

Canada: A Unique Path Between the EU and US. As global powers race to define the 

rules of artificial intelligence, Canada stands at a crossroads between the European 
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Union’s regulatory caution and the United States’ innovation-driven approach. Should 

Canada choose a side – or carve out its own path? A virtual webinar from 13-1400hrs 

AST, please register at https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/ai-policy-in-canada-a-unique-

path-between-the-eu-and-us-tickets-1415284938349?aff=oddtdtcreator. All registered 

attendees will receive a post-event recording of the webinar.  

 

26-27 September: Canadian Maritime Security Network (CMSN -

 https://www.cmsn.ca/) conference on the future of Canadian Seapower.  Live, 

Calgary.  This will bring together academics, experts and serving and retired naval 

and coast guard personnel to examine the emerging maritime security threats facing 

Canada today, and the complex challenges that will define our future.  At the end 

of Dispatches is a Save the Date poster, with more information to follow 

soon.  CMSN welcomes further dissemination of the event to any colleagues that you 

think may be interested. 

 

Wargaming Events:  

 

Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule: 

https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents  

 

16 September, Tuesday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society 

presentation "Naval Wargaming and Quantitative History." 1-2:30 pm ADT. Online. 

To register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/naval-wargaming-and-quantitative-history-

tickets-1052463264957 

 

 

Publications 
 

Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation "Spyships, Satellites, and 

SAMs" by Canadian Joint Warfare Centre staff [and RUSI(NS) member] David 

Redpath, discussing several professional wargames exploring a wide range of topics 

from spyships to satellites, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhx48Xj8V2Y 

 

RUSI(NS) Comments "A Ground Force Option for an Arctic Policy" by John 

McLearn, Cate Belbin, 10 April 2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/arctic_ground_force/ 

 

RUSI(NS) Paper "Future Aircrew Training for the RCAF" by Murray Lee, 7 April 

2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/future_aircrew_training/ 

 

RUSI(NS) Comments "Recruiting and Retention in the Reserve Force" by David 

Swan, 29 March 2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/recruiting-retention/ 

 

 

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest 

edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To 

readers of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated. 

 

weekly: 

Naval Association of Canada 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/ai-policy-in-canada-a-unique-path-between-the-eu-and-us-tickets-1415284938349?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members 

News 

 

bi-weekly: Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch 

 

monthly: 

Canadian Gunner News 

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews 

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué 

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions 

Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches 

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician 

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt 

Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter 

Veterans Affairs Canada Salute! 

 

quarterly: 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter 

 

 

@RUSI_NS on X 
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca. 

To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS). 

 
CSIS Canada @csiscanada 18 Jun posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted: The Public Report chronicles major national security-

related events in 2024 and provides insight into the 

contemporary threats facing Canada and its allies today. The 

report celebrates CSIS’ 40th anniversary and speaks to the 

evolution of the threat environment from CSIS’ inception in 

1984 to the present. The report features messages from senior 
 

CSIS officials to provide readers with insight into their roles and perspectives on key national security 

topics. Learn more about national security and CSIS’ role in protecting all Canadians 

today: https://canada.ca/en/security-intelligence-service/corporate/publications/csis-public-report-

2024.html 

"@CanadianForces announces creation of Paramedic & 

Combat Medic 

Occupations" https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-

defence/maple-leaf/defence/2025/06/caf-creation-paramedic-

combat-medic.html Combat Medic treats trauma at Point of 

Injury, stabilizes & moves casualty for further treatment. 

Paramedic treats initial trauma, improves stabilization & 

transports casualties  
NAADSN_RDSNAA @NAADSN_RDSNAA 20 Jun posted: 

Allegedly imminent threats to Canadian sovereignty and 

security are often overblown in the national news media argues 

@WhitneyLackenb1. How can we avoid conceptual challenges 

when speaking about Arctic 

security?  https://arcticsecurityinstitute.ca/commentary/canadas

-arctic-sovereignty-security-and-national-defence-avoiding-

confusion 

RUSI(NS) quoted: "Avoiding Confusion in Canada’s Arctic  
Sovereignty, Security, and National Defence" #Arctic @JTFN_FOIN @WhitneyLackenb1 
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The photo is of members of the Advanced Naval Capabilities Unit piloting a G15 Sentinel drone during 

Operation NANOOK-NUNALIVUT, 27 February 2025. 

Royal Canadian Navy @RoyalCanNavy 20 Jun posted: Today, 

we formally presented the Battle Honour LIBYA, 2011 to 

#HMCSCharlottetown. 

RUSI(NS) quoted: "Battle Honours and Honorary 

Distinctions" https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-

defence/services/military-history/history-heritage/battle-

honours-honorary-distinctions.html Honours are passed on 

from ship to ship of same name. Sailors can take pride in 

achievements of sailors who went before them. Honours board 

is part of 'heart of a ship' & held by museum when no ship of 

that name  
 

 

“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook: 
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at https://RUSI-

NS.ca.  To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. 

 
Merchant Navy Liaison Voyage Scheme 

https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/news/2016/july/13/160713-

officers-experience-merchanat-navy-life 

 

"The Merchant Navy Liaison Voyage (MNLV) scheme offers 

all Royal Navy, Royal Marine and Royal Navy Reserve 

personnel the opportunity to serve on deep-sea international 

voyages on-board Merchant Navy Vessels in order to gain   
wider familiarisation and experience of commercial shipping operations."  

 

Comments from colleagues, mostly Master Mariners:  

1. It is definitely a valuable experience for navy personnel to have first hand knowledge of cargo ship 

operations. I remember in Montreal when a ship would arrive with army equipment from overseas 

exercises, army personnel replaced the longshoremen and handled their own cargo. I also remember ex-

navy members of my crew who were amazed with the diverse abilities and responsibilities of the 

commercial crewmembers because of the smaller crew numbers on commercial ships and the need for 

multitasking from each member of the crew. As the Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) gets more involved 

in search and rescue, knowledge of commercial ship operations and firefighting is essential.  I know 

from Mariners' Workshop experience there is a very high degree of technical expertise and intelligence 

in navy personnel. Current warfare focused on interruption of commercial shipping means that this 

interchange of knowledge is increasingly valuable to both military and commercial 

mariners.  Experience with Motor Vessel ASTERIX may provide some further insight on the benefits 

and possibilities. A continuing challenge inside both sectors is the recruitment, training and retention of 

personnel and finding sufficient berths for cadets and new seamen to get hands-on experience.  This 

latter point is currently a top priority in the sustainability of both navy and commercial marine 

industries. I agree that liaison has the potential to present valuable opportunities but there does not 

seem to be any managerial level liaison in Canada that could foster collaboration of recruitment, 

training and experience.  

2. The RCN were amazed by crew number size onboard ASTERIX, along with crews high level of 

professional experience. 

With RCN experiencing a seafarer shortage, as are some Canadian shipping companies, not likely they 

could afford to send them to merchant ships. But if they see the benefits, then they may agree it is a 

good idea. In the end, more experience is always beneficial and keeping an open mind is critical. 

Maybe the RCN would see that the ASTERIX, the UK's Royal Fleet Auxiliary and the USA' Military 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/military-history/history-heritage/battle-honours-honorary-distinctions.html
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Sealift Commander really is the way forward. Gives them deep sea capability on well run and 

maintained ships and gets the job done using less RCN sailors. 

3. I am strongly in favour of such inter-Service familiarization. I vaguely remember back in my Shell 

Tankers (U.K.) Ltd days (1967-75) hearing talk of such exchanges having taken place. I suppose that 

like much else, it was swept away by the stampede to flags of convenience and low-wage third world 

seafarers in the 1970s. Even the ferries which cross the Dover Strait are now FoC and employ agency 

crews. If you have read “In all respects ready” by Lieutenant-Commander Frederick Watts, RCN 

Volunteer Reserve, (a read is highly recommended) you will be aware of the huge amount of work 

which had to be done to get merchant ships ready to participate in convoys in the Second World War. 

Watts, who after his First World War service became a journalist, quickly realized that his RCN 

boarding team were asking merchant seafarers to become motivated in the Allied cause at a time when 

their cabins were leaking water, there was no heat in the accommodation, wages were months in 

arrears, the food was disgusting and the ships worn out, having being starved of maintenance during the 

'Dirty Thirties.' Many of the seafarers were from countries occupied by the Nazis, with apparently no 

chance of ever seeing their families again. Watt’s commanding officer, the redoubtable Commodore 

Oland, gave Watts authorization to 'make things happen' and to make merchant seafarers’ welfare his 

top priority. Having made these issues central to their pre-departure inspection, Watts made a point of 

asking the Master to muster the crew. Watts would tell the Master in front of the crew that "Having 

been found in all respects ready to engage the enemy, you are to slip and proceed." Watts would then 

ask each man personally whether they were ready to sail, and shake their hand. Morale improved 

noticeably. "Those who fail to learn the lessons of history are doomed to repeat them. (Santayana)" 

4. I know of a few RCN officers who many years ago voyaged as crew in cruise ships but I don't think 

there have been any in non-cruise ships. 

 

The MNLV scheme is administered by the Royal Navy’s Merchant Navy Liaison Officer.  Might it be 

useful for the RCN to have such liaison officers, drawn from the Regular Force and the Naval 

Reserve?  And/or commissioned directly from the merchant marine (regrettably, 'Merchant Navy' no 

longer exists as an institution in Canada)? 

  

Sea time in cruise ships could be great for retention! 

 

Reimagining the ‘arsenal ship’ for a new era 

https://www.thebroadside.org.uk/p/06-2025-reimagining-

the-arsenal-ship 

 

Might Canada consider developing an arsenal ship, by 

this or whatever name?  Could it be a simple floating 

magazine?  A civil ship converted by use of   
containerized weapons and systems?  A drone?  All sorts of interesting possibilities.  The 

River-class destroyers that are to be built likely have the capability to employ arsenal ships 

either in company or further deployed. 

 
The New Reality of Canada’s Defence and Security 

https://www.cigionline.org/articles/june-lessons-the-new-

reality-of-canadas-defence-and-security/ 

 

"For Canada, the start will have to be a deeper appreciation 

that we live in a dangerous world — that we live at a 'hinge 

moment.' Canadians must have a genuine dialogue about the  
 

threats from every compass point, and the government will have to step forward as a key educator." 
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Why would B.C. pay more for ferries just to spite Donald 

Trump? 

https://nationalpost.com/opinion/selley-why-pay-more-for-

ferries-just-to-spite-donald-trump 

 

Shipbuilding and trade and navies and national prosperity are 

linked.  The article's author is wrong to write "We don’t have 

to build ships."  We need to be able to build and maintain and  
repair ships.  Buying ferries from China because they are cheaper (deliberately so - it is part of Chinese 

economic warfare) is a failure to invest in Canada's strength and is an investment in the strength of an 

adversarial state. 

 
Get Ready for the New Rules of War in the Indo-Pacific 

https://warontherocks.com/2025/06/get-ready-for-the-new-

rules-of-war-in-the-indo-pacific/ 

 

"Using civilian ships to attack the enemy and targeting the 

enemy’s container missile carriers raises confounding legal 

problems." 
 

This can put even more of an onus on tracking civilian 'vessels of interest' (VOI).  Even the meaning of 

VOI may now be much broader.  A challenge for operations centres of the Canadian Armed Forces and 

for our multi-agency Marine Security Operations Centres. 

 

 

#artificial intelligence 

Why Write in the Age of AI? 

https://fromthegreennotebook.com/2025/06/25/why-write-in-the-age-of-ai/ 

 

Declining public trust in AI is a national-security problem 

https://www.defenseone.com/technology/2025/06/declining-public-trust-ai-national-

security-problem/406309/ 

 

#Canadian Coast Guard 

Let's talk about the Coast Guard move. 

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/lets-talk-about-the-coast-guard-

move 

Comment from contributor: Apparently, the assessment in this blog is as good as any 

official announcement for capturing the state of the reorganization. 

 

#defence policy 

Canada's forced military awakening 

https://cdainstitute.ca/canadas-forced-military-awakening/ 

 

Why Mark Carney Is Talking like It’s 1939 

https://thewalrus.ca/why-mark-carney-is-talking-like-its-1939/ 

 

#defence policy #Russia-Ukraine War 

Ottawa Keeps ‘Em Rolling: Another $30M in APCs for Ukraine 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/ottawa-keeps-em-rolling-another-30m 

Other Sources 
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Canada’s Summer Defence Outlook 

https://philippelagasse.substack.com/p/canadas-summer-defence-outlook 

 

EU-Canada Security and Defence Partnership  

https://www.international.gc.ca/world-monde/international_relations-

relations_internationales/eu-ue/security-defence-securite-defense.aspx?lang=eng 

and: Canada announces new, strengthened partnership with the European Union 

https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2025/06/23/canada-announces-new-

strengthened-partnership-

european#:~:text=Today%2C%20the%20Prime%20Minister%2C%20Mark,%2C%20

ambitious%2C%20and%20comprehensive%20partnership. 

 

#Department of National Defence 

2025-2026 Departmental Plan released 

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/2025-2026-departmental-plan-

released 

plan at: https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/corporate/reports-

publications/departmental-plans/departmental-plan-2025-26.html#toc08 

 

#drones 

Drones are taking over modern combat: the UK isn't ready 

https://capx.co/drones-are-taking-over-modern-combat-the-uk-isnt-ready 

"Ukraine recently announced the Drone Line project, which will knit together and 

reinforce drone units in a given area to create a killing zone more than 10km deep and 

destroy any Russian forces entering it. The Ukrainians also recently carried out their 

first assault which involved no human troops, just drones and ground robots." 

 

Why are drones swarming Iranian missile impact sites across Israel? 

https://www.ynetnews.com/article/rygqy2aqxl 

"Unit 9900, which specializes in the collection and analysis of visual intelligence 

(VISINT), has deployed teams to work alongside Home Front Command and rescue 

units in preparation for large-scale casualty scenarios in civilian areas." 

Comment from contributor: Drones for post-strike response and aid. 

 

AI-Powered MQ-20 Avenger Achieves First Simulated Air-to-Air Kill 

https://theaviationist.com/2025/06/20/ai-mq-20-avenger-first-simulated-kill/ 

Not Canadian related but a sign we should be going that way. 

 

#drones #defence industry 

Inspired By Ukraine War, Europe Is Developing Shahed-Style One-Way Attack 

Drones 

https://www.twz.com/air/inspired-by-ukraine-war-europe-is-developing-shahed-style-

one-way-attack-drones 

"The unveiling of the One-Way Effector underscores the growing realization about 

the need for ‘mass’ in munitions stockpiles." 

Comment from contributor: Mass is rightly getting more attention.  A version of "The 

race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, but that's the way to bet." 

 

#drones #Russia 
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Drone troopers are established as separate branch of Russia's armed forces 

https://www.thebarentsobserver.com/security/drone-troopers-are-established-as-

separate-branch-of-russias-armed-forces/431517 

Comment from contributor: Logical. What are Canada’s plans? 

 

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War 

https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2025/06/12/ukraine-nato-eye-tech-trials-

for-intercepting-russias-cabled-drones/ 

Countering ‘command-wire’ drones. 

 

Russian Drones Pose Growing Danger 

https://jamestown.org/program/russian-drones-pose-growing-danger/ 

 

Russian drone destroys Krab gun, exposes artillery flaw 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/06/14/fpvs-hit-krab/ 

 

#Indo-Pacific 

Ukraine and Taiwan: Why Learning the Right Lessons Matters 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/ukraine-and-taiwan-why-learning-the-right-lessons-

matters/ 

 

#industry #NATO 

Future-proofing NATO’s industrial capacity: how decisions at the NATO Summit in 

The Hague will strengthen the Allied defence industry 

https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2025/06/26/future-proofing-natos-

industrial-capacity-how-decisions-at-the-nato-summit-in-the-hague-will-strengthen-

the-allied-defence-industry/index.html 

 

#information security 

Letters from Germany - And a new front in the ATIP wars? 

https://timsayle.substack.com/p/letters-from-germany 

Comments from colleagues: "A sobering illustration of the excesses of an overly-

enthusiastic and restrictive Canadian bureaucracy." "The ‘90s were a more innocent 

time, and I understand post-9/11 the Americans clamped down on reclassifying info 

previously released."  "When I was researching the < > history, I was routinely shut 

out of material that was more than 50 years old.  It was explained to me that I could 

not have access because it was part of a 'current operational' weapons 

system.  Fortunately, I was able to get all the info I wanted through oral history 

interviews." 

Coincidently: "DND and IRCC slammed by information watchdog over slow progress 

on access to information" 

https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/dnd-ircc-access-to-information 

 

#innovation #econominc warfare #drones #Rusia-Ukraine War 

Pringles cans on drones: Ukraine’s weapons ingenuity takes all forms 

https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2025/06/20/pringles-cans-on-drones-

ukraines-weapons-ingenuity-takes-all-forms/ 

Comment from contributor: Hmm, can we improve our munitions R&D by looking at 

what's in the canteen? 
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Like the line: “Strike hard who cares — shoot straight who can," Kipling wrote. “The 

odds are on the cheaper man.” 

 

#land warfare 

Modern Trenches, Modern Threats: Combat Engineering in the Drone Age 

https://seapowermagazine.org/modern-trenches-modern-threats-combat-engineering-

in-the-drone-age/ 

“One of the most distinctive aspects of this multinational effort is the Latvian Army’s 

use of a field-deployable sawmill, providing raw timber milled on site.” 

 

#medical 

Europe’s frontier countries ready their hospitals for war 

https://www.politico.eu/article/eastern-europe-baltics-hospitals-wartime-preparation-

health-care-russia-ukraine/ 

Comment from contributor: Always a serious indicator. 

 

#NATO  

NATO’s 2025 Summit in The Hague:  Expectations, Challenges, and Opportunities 

https://cdainstitute.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Policy-Paper-CDA-Vol.3-NATOs-

2025-Summit-in-The-Hague-Expectations-Challenges-and-Opportunities.pdf 

 

Key takeaways from the Trump-dominated NATO Summit 

https://www.npr.org/2025/06/26/nx-s1-5445845/trump-nato-summit 

 

The Elephant in the Room: Should Canada (and NATO) Still Trust American 

Extended Deterrence? 

https://cdainstitute.ca/the-elephant-in-the-room-should-canada-and-nato-still-trust-

american-extended-deterrence/ 

 

The Hague Summit Declaration issued by the NATO Heads of State and Government 

participating in the meeting of the North Atlantic Council in The Hague 25 June 2025 

https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/official_texts_236705.htm 

Comment from contributor: What are Canada's "NATO Capability Targets?" 

 

#NATO #information operations 

From Bullets to Bytes: Rethinking NATO’s defence in the Age of Rising Information 

Warfare 

https://cdainstitute.ca/from-bullets-to-bytes-rethinking-natos-defence-in-the-age-of-

rising-information-warfare/ 

 

#Royal Canadian Air Force 

Let's talk about AEWC 

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/lets-talk-about-aewc 

 

The Navy’s dynamic sub-hunting duo 

https://www.defenseone.com/defense-systems/2025/06/navys-dynamic-sub-hunting-

duo/406121/ 

Comment from contributor: Canada may not be planning to procure the MQ-4C 

Triton but as the Royal Canadian Air Force will get the P-8 (CP-8?) Poseidon, it 

would be a good move to ensure that the Canadian aircraft can connect with the US 
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drone in order to conduct combined theatre anti-submarine warfare. 

 

#Russia #China #North Korea 

Adversary Entente Task Force Update 

https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/adversary-entente-task-force-update-june-

26-2025  

Comment: Together or not? Three key takeaways show the tensions: Russian, the 

People's Republic of China (PRC), and North Korean officials condemned the US 

strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities for violating Iran’s sovereignty; 25,000 North 

Korean workers may deploy to produce Iranian-origin drones in Russia, drastically 

increasing Russian drone production and giving North Korean workers the 

opportunity to learn and export drone development, manufacture, and operation 

lessons; and several groups with likely PRC links have conducted cyberattacks 

against Russia in order to obtain information about Russian nuclear submarines, drone 

warfare and software, satellite communications, radar, and electronic warfare 

(EW). Still, an alliance doesn’t have to be friendly to be effective in limited aims. 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #air warfare 

Ukraine’s MiG-29 Delivers Dual Target Precision Strike With French Hammer 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/ukraines-mig-29-delivers-dual-target 

Comment from contributor: Turning old equipment to modern use. 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #armour 

Russia T-90M Tank Production Surges — But Not All Go to Ukraine 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/06/24/russia-t90m-tank-production-ukraine/ 

“To suppress production of new T-90Ms, Ukraine’s allies must prevent Russia from 

replacing the machinery at Uralvagonzavod.”  Economic warfare! 

 

#shipbuilding 

The Arctic Alliance 

https://www.cgai.ca/dd_the_arctic_alliance 

 

Steel and Silicon: Shipbuilding’s Defense Tech Moment 

https://warontherocks.com/2025/06/steel-and-silicon-shipbuildings-defense-tech-

moment/ 

Comment from contributor: US, but has some interesting takes that may be relevant to 

Canadian shipbuilders. 

 

#strategy 

America Is Finally Getting Its Maritime Strategy Right 

https://nationalinterest.org/feature/america-is-finally-getting-its-maritime-strategy-

right 

Comment from contributor: A good summary, could be useful as a primer. 

Comment from someone in a position to know: BLUF - The US is trending toward 

seeing China as a Mahanian competitor and accordingly is becoming increasingly 

joint in its maritime operations (Space, USMC, USAF and USN specifically noted). 

US leadership is edging toward a unified maritime strategy, while also acknowledging 

a growing reliance on allies, partners, and friends in the region. All things that make 

sense to me.  Good article. 
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#war 

Why Study War? Military Readiness’s Intellectual Dimension 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/why-study-war-military-readinesss-intellectual-dimension/ 

"But readiness also has an intellectual dimension: Officers must be expert in the art of 

warfare." 

Comment from contributor: Yes!  Read, think, discuss, write. 

 

#warfare 

The Obsolete Divide: We Need a New Rank System for the Future Fight 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/the-obsolete-divide-we-need-a-new-rank-system-for-the-

future-fight/ 

 

For 250 years, it’s been ‘change or lose’ for our military. Here’s what needs changing 

now 

https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2025/06/250-years-its-been-change-or-lose-our-

military-heres-what-needs-changing-now/406205/ 

 

#warfare #drones #Russia-Ukraine War 

Ukraine’s smart munitions deliver a punch—and a warning about the future of 

warfare 

https://thebulletin.org/2025/06/ukraines-smart-munitions-deliver-a-punch-and-a-

warning-about-the-future-of-warfare/ 

 

#warfare #medical #drones 

How Drone War Poisoned the MEDEVAC “Golden Hour” and What Ukraine Can Do 

About It 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/how-drone-war-poisoned-the-medevac 

 

#wargaming 

Too Much Tech Can Ruin Wargames 

https://warontherocks.com/2025/06/too-much-tech-can-ruin-wargames/ 

Comment from contributor: A particularly good article explaining what wargames are 

and are not. 

 

Tabletop Wargames 

video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-gOIUvM-ug 

"The Canadian Army is building the foundation for tomorrow's Army – a modern, 

capable and lethal force. To support that vision, we participated in a wargame from 

14–25 April at CFB Valcartier and learned invaluable lessons." 

 

#wargaming #warfare 

The Wargame podcast: What if Russia attacked the UK? 

https://news.sky.com/story/the-wargame-podcast-what-if-russia-attacked-the-uk-

13381047 

And where the event has been turned into some general, warfare thinking: 

Iran-Israel and The Wargame 

https://crackingdefence.substack.com/p/iran-israel-and-the-wargame 
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Odds and sods… 
 

#shipbuilding  

 

Steel and Silicon: Shipbuilding’s Defense Tech 

Moment 

https://warontherocks.com/2025/06/steel-and-

silicon-shipbuildings-defense-tech-moment/ 

 

US, but has some interesting takes that may be 

relevant to Canadian shipbuilders.  

One of our colleagues involved in shipbuilding pointed out the use of 'smart arms' 

for intelligent/more productive welding "in tight spots with an incredible quality."  

Cool tech. 

 

Related links: 

How this B.C. tech company is making welding ‘cool, clever and clean’ 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-how-this-bc-tech-company-is-

making-welding-cool-clever-and-clean/ 

(Note 'cobots.') 

Robot Intelligent Welding System 

https://www.evsrobot.com/robot-intelligent-welding-system 

 

#climate 

 

“Climate investment delivers far more than emissions reduction. The multiple co-

benefits include improved health, economic opportunities, reduced energy costs, 

enhanced security and resilience.” – https://www.climatepolicyinitiative.org/wp-
content/uploads/2000/06/compressed_Global-Landscape-of-Climate-Finance-2025.pdf  

Comment: While the investments are laudable, until those is adaptation are 

significantly higher, more comparable to the levels for mitigation, we remain fixated 

on addressing the symptoms and wishing a return to the normal we had rather than 

looking forward to where we need to land for the new normal. Resilience is building 

back but building back supposes the status quo state as the preferred state. Innovative 

resilience is building forward but requires cross-society communication and healthy 

infrastructure prior to a crisis. You cannot build forward on crumbling foundations 

and amongst insular enclaves.  
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#shipbreaking 

 

Shipbreaking has been a topic of interest in 

RUSI(NS) since some years ago when a few 

warships and CCG ships were sent to the 

breakers.  There are posts on our website.  

Recently an article from our Australian  

 

'reporter' ("Australian unions demand domestic shipbreaking over offshore 

dismantling" https://www.kallanish.com/en/news/steel/market-reports/article-

details/australia-unions-demand-domestic-shipbreaking-over-offshore-dismantling-

0625/) (behind a subscription wall) highlighted that the Hong Kong International 

Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships is due to go 

into force soon (26 June 2025) as the required number of countries have ratified it.  

Canada hasn't.  RUSI(NS) has now queried contacts in Transport Canada, DND and 

the Canadian Shipbreaking sector about the possibility of ratification happening 

soon. 

 

Additional articles: "Ships of death: This notorious industry is about to change, but is 

it greenwashing?" (https://www.sbs.com.au/news/dateline/article/ships-of-death-this-

notorious-industry-is-about-to-change-but-is-it-greenwashing/mxdk849gw) and 

"Unions Demand Action on Ship Breaking Slavery" 

(https://www.amwu.org.au/unions_demand_action_on_ship_breaking_slavery). 
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#Russia-Ukraine War #armour 

 

Russia’s latest porcupine tanks are actually 

working 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/06/22/russian

-porcupine-tanks-drones-crew/ 

 

 

#Canadian Coast Guard 

 

For those discussing the transfer of responsibility for the CCG and how it is to be employed, the 

following from “BILL C-2 - An Act respecting certain measures relating to the security of the 

border between Canada and the United States and respecting other related security measures” 

(https://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/45-1/bill/C-2/first-reading) is relevant: 
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Chief of (Australian) Navy 2025 Essay Competition opens 

 

"Entries are now open for the 2025 Chief of Navy Essay Competition. The Chief of 

Navy Essay Competition aims to promote knowledge of and interest in a thinking, 

fighting Australian Navy."  One of the prize divisions is open to international entrants. 

 

Note the topics (they can be taken to be reflective of RAN strategic considerations) 

and particularly topic 5: "How would international shipping be organised and 

protected in the event of a global conflict and how does this differ from the protection 

of shipping from the German u-boat threat in the Atlantic in WWII?"  Something 

RUSI(NS) members have been discussing. 

 
 

 



SAC Notes 

 

O Canada 

 

One can finally perhaps see the light of day for the Canadian Armed Forces. It appears the 

new Prime Minister understands the need to deal with security, defence and public safety 

issues. His government has pledged $9.3 B CAD to increase overall defence spending and 

to meet the NATO agreed target of 2% of the GDP for defence spending. 

There is concern that no real money has been put forward. No action has been taken to 

replace badly needed equipment such as tanks, artillery or real money to ensure the CAF is 

equipped to deal with modern threats such as ground based air defence, nor replacement of 

our fighter aircraft in an efficient way nor to bring home fighter training to Canada where it 

belongs. 

 

The Government of Canada must understand that the armed forces exist to provide 

deterrence with allies and a lethal response if necessary; everything else is secondary or 

lower. I am not sure our junior leaders always understand this point. Service in the CAF 

requires universality of service to a degree but it is not an absolute in an emergency. It does 

require that the personnel understand the concept of unlimited liability, that they will be 

placed in situations where survival is not guaranteed, again, I am not sure this is well 

explained. 

 

The recruiting system has seen some improvement, but the training system has not been 

upgraded to meet the requirement of training new personnel in a timely way. Nor have the 

systems been put in place to train much larger numbers as will be required. This week 

mentioned that more than 77 k people tried to join the CAF last year yet only 6+k 

completed the process, which leads to a question; are all young Canadians deficient or is 

the system filled with bottlenecks and obtuse processes. The answer is the latter. There is 

absolutely nothing wrong with these young folks, properly led in a working system based 

on knowledge of their actual role, they do well. Our problems are systemic. 

 

Prime Minister Carney has made strong efforts to move Canada towards more 

independence from the US under the current US administration. On Monday, 23 June he 

signed a Joint Strategic Defence and Security Partnership with the European Union. Its 

details are still somewhat vague, but it will allow Canada an opportunity to join Europe’s 

rearmament program and expand cooperation into artificial intelligence, cyber-security, 

logistics and various weapons programs. This has the potential for a more rapid 

reequipping of the CAF including potential for industrial benefits. Canada has the great 

asset of distance and a safer haven for defence industries. Canada also brings to the table 

key assets such as key minerals. It could be a very real benefit to both Canada and the EU. 

Time will tell. 

 

The NATO Summit has been derailed by the Trump administration. It is now mainly a 

dinner with little of substance being discussed…officially. It was supposed to be mainly 

oriented towards the issue and challenge of a dying Russia and strongly focused on 

Ukraine. The Trump administration has placed holds on this topic. It is also noted that the 

US will not achieve the 5% of GDP for defence, it currently spends 3.38%. Spain’s left of 

centre government also refused to agree to this new goal. This will be a hard sell. Countries 

with a border with Russia have no issues with this goal, they know what the Russians are 

capable of from past painful experience. 

 

Canada has yet to deal with foreign interference. As mentioned in the last notes, China is 

by far the most active participant in this activity. China uses disinformation through the 

Chinese diaspora, active agents to deal with “troublesome “families, use of the Chinese 



language press to pass pro-Beijing content, using useful personalities to ensure a positive 

view of China. Former Prime Minister Jean Chretien has been a legal advisor to the 

Chinese government. Use of the Confucius Institutes also to sequester dissent and to weed 

out dissidents from local communities. Yet once again we have the Liberal party forgetting 

these issues amongst many and the Chinese Embassy in Ottawa is only slightly smaller 

than the Chinese Washington Embassy. It is time to take a very hard look at Chinese 

activities in Canada. 

 

United States 

 

The US administration of Donald Trump continues to be a disruptive and chaotic influence 

in the West. The US is no longer the leader of the free world; it is not rusted. Currently, the 

administration is working directly against the interests of Europe and other liberal 

democracies. The ongoing praise of vile regimes including siding with aggressor states in 

UN voting. 

 

The administration's use of tariffs has caused mayhem through the global trade system. 

While tariffs are a normal part of trade for often national interests such as protecting a vital 

industry; this administration has destroyed trillions of market value with little positive 

good. Again, this has led countries to doubt any deal made with the current US 

administration. It is not a situation that the US voter ever counted on and the US economy 

is showing signs of damage in key areas such as aerospace. 

 

On 21 June 2025, US B2 bombers and over 100 supporting aircraft hit the key Iranian 

uranium enrichment sites at Natanz, Fordo and Ishfahan. The targets were hit with 14 large 

bunker busting bombs at 30k lbs apiece. The bombs have a theoretical depth of penetration 

of over 60 Metres. Bomb damage assessment will be difficult to assess. Disinformation is 

alive and well. As an example, one “media” outlet showed the large white obvious building 

being the target and being undamaged. The trouble is, it wasn’t the target but rather the 

underground bunkers housing the centrifuges needed for uranium enrichment. In those 

locations. There are distinct holes but little showing on the surface. Time will tell if this 

achieves the overall aim of stopping Iran’s efforts to develop a nuclear capability of some 

sort. 

 

Moldova 

 

During the St Petersburg Economic Forum sponsored by Russia. Former President of 

Moldova, Igor Dodon expressed that current Moldovan authorities are not willing to settle 

the issue of Transnistria yet. Mr Dodon is considered pro-Russian, and his comments 

reflect a more positive view of Russia’s intentions. Moldova is considered a potential 

second target for Russia after Ukraine. Russia is expected to ramp up further campaigns 

before the Parliamentary elections this October. 

 

Moldova’s only port, the Giurgiulesti International Free Port is being looked at by the 

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. They have received several offers 

from Romania and Bulgaria to run the port. The port does 70% of Moldova’s seaborne 

exports and imports. Having a professional group specializing in port operations would 

enhance the port’s overall capacity and modernization according to the “Romanian Insider” 

on 23 June 2025. Once again the benefits of a pro-European government are seen by the 

general public. It is part of Europe’s overall efforts to bring Moldova into the European 

sphere. 

 

Belarus 

 

US Special Representative retired LGen Keith Kellog visited with Alexander Lukashenko 



on 21 June 2025. The meeting was the first in five years with a senior representative of the 

US. The meeting was assessed as cordial and resulted in the release of 14 political 

prisoners including the husband of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, Sergey 

Tikhanovsky.  Sergey was in jail for five years and has lost more than 100 lbs while in 

prison. The couple were reunited in Lithuania. They have vowed to keep fighting for 

Belarus and the release of over 1000+ political prisoners. 

 

Russia was not happy with the turn of events. The nature of the discussions is not known at 

this time. What has been clear is that the self-appointed president of Belarus, Lukashenko 

has been walking a tightrope between supporting Russia but at the same time keeping 

Belarus out of the Russia Ukraine conflict. 

 

Georgia 

 

Georgia jailed another leader of the opposition, Giorgi Vashadze this week. He was 

sentenced to seven months in prison. Georgian authorities continue their crackdown on the 

opposition. Demonstrations are continuing and avoid problems by rotating them at 

opportune times. 

 

Iran-Israel 

 

Israel and Iran have been engaged in hostile actions since 1979 and the Iranian Revolution. 

The Iranian authorities have called for the complete eradication of Israel and developed a 

significant number of proxy organizations including Hamas in Gaza Syria and Lebanon, 

Hezbollah, in Lebanon the Houthis, in Yemen and a number of smaller groups within Syria 

including elements of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps. There is no love lost 

between the two countries. Iran has hidden itself behind these proxies and got away with 

hostile actions through these stand-ins. 

 

This changed on 7 October 2023, when Hamas conducted an attack on Israel’s Southern 

area. Anyone who has seen the videos. Which were taken by Hamas operatives can 

understand why Israel could never let this go with a simple truce. Hamas and by extension 

Iran, had crossed a line and therefore had to face the consequences of their actions. 

On 13 June 2025. Israel launched Operation Rising Lion, its first major attack against Iran 

directly, hitting more than 100 targets throughout Iran using nearly 200 aircraft in direct 

attack, escort, and supporting operations such as air to air refueling. 

 

Iran has since retaliated with a barrage of drones and ballistic missiles against targets in 

Israel on 14 June. There has been considerable damage to civilian and some military 

facilities. Several persons were killed. Israel returned the favour again targeting air 

defenses, airfields and supporting facilities. It did attack some aspects of Iran’s nuclear 

program as well. The US became involved on 21 June 2025 with Operation Midnight 

Hammer, the B2 attack on 21 June 2025 using bunker buster heavy bombs. This was 

discussed in the US section. Iran has retaliated in a modest way including giving the US 

warning that was targeting US bases in the Middle east. 

 

The US has proposed a truce leading to the cessation of hostilities between the three 

countries. Unfortunately, at least one missile was fired by Iran after the agreement. Israel 

has stated it will retaliate. It is hoped that saner minds will lead and that hostilities can be 

brought to a stop. 

 

The Gaza operation is continuing. 

 

 

 



Russia-Ukraine 

 

The war continues. Russia has approximately 700 k troops inside or on the border of 

Ukraine. A Russian civil servant accidently announced that Russia had suffered more than 

1 M troops killed or wounded during the conflict to date with a major portion occurring the 

period January to June 2025. Ukraine has also suffered significant casualties to personnel 

and resources although they have not reported the actual numbers. The bottom line is both 

countries cannot sustain the level of casualties for an extended period. 

 

Russia’s demographics are not that of the Soviet Union. It started the war with a gender 

imbalance with 65 M males and 75 M female. Before the war even started, young men had 

started the move to countries with a better economic outlook including the US and Britain. 

At one point the FSB reported that 6 M Russians lived outside the country. The war broke 

out in its second wave in February 2022 with disastrous consequences for Russia’ regular 

Army. It also led young men leaving the country in large numbers especially after the first 

mobilization occurred Now Russia has admitted to one million casualties. So how many 

young military males are available?  The answer is a lot fewer than originally thought. 

Russia still has the potential for greater numbers, but enthusiasm is fading rapidly. 

 

The Russian economy is in a poorer state. Inflation is estimated to be 27% not the official 

10%. The bank rate is 21% and industries catering to civilian needs are at a low ebb as the 

economy moves to supporting a war. Western sanctions have been largely effective and 

production levels of key equipment is low. Employment and wages are high, but factories 

have not been upgraded and modernised and corruption continues to be rampant. The 

bottom line is the economy is declining. Russia continues to print vast quantities of money, 

but this worsens inflation coupled with stagflation. One Western estimate thinks this fall 

may see the steepest decline in the Russian economy. Time will tell. 

 

Russia is said to be planning to attack a NATO area within five years. It is clear Russia is 

now positioning some troops along the NATO-Russia border near the Baltics and Finland 

and in the far North. It also means badly needed equipment is being taken away from 

troops who badly need the same for operations in Ukraine. Eventually the troops will find 

out they are being let down. Russia will not have the support of the population of Russia. 

Its economy and demographics will not support a continuation of the war. War with NATO 

is unthinkable, Russia does not have the capacity to do so now or in the future. 

 

China 

 

China still occupies East Turkestan (also known as Xinjiang Province) and Tibet since 

1950. It also has made a mockery of the agreement which handed back Hong Kong. It has 

consistently pushed smaller countries around and has pushed its own agenda at the expense 

of its neighbours. China’s government is an imperial power with little ethical thought. 

There is no win-win but rather Chinese occupation in some form. When China is 

cooperative, it usually means they have another target. 

 

China continues to apply pressure to Taiwan. Taiwan is a liberal democracy. They have 

been and continue to be an independent country despite the world’s general agreement 

which accepted CCP lies. China’s misunderstanding of the one China Policy which in no 

way means the Chinese Communist Party’s is correct. It simply means one China, which 

could be the successors of the Republic of China rather than the CCP. 

 

China’s economy continues to deteriorate as per our last notes. All key areas including 

property development, exports and consumer confidence are all headed in the wrong 

direction. CCP incompetence keeps showing up, most recently in relation to China’s over 

production and subsidizing of Chinese products. In this latest case it was the issue of 



medical equipment with the EU. The EU has established that Chinese companies will be 

restricted to smaller contracts under 5.8 M Euros. China in its usual bombast complained to 

no avail. 

 

The most significant event if true is that China may have a new leader as various factions 

are actively pursuing a course of action which would likely mean Xi’s resignation as 

President and probably most of his appointments. The source are Chinese speaking media. 

Is there truth to these rumours? It is clear that something unusual is occurring but exactly 

what is not entirely clear. Ther purge of the PLA continues with the exact numbers purged 

being unknown but key leadership has been removed or “retired or arrested. 

 

Given that the government is pushing to invade Taiwan, it seems a risky action to remove 

most of your key military leadership. We do have the example of Joseph Stalin who purged 

his military in 1937-8. This led to the near collapse of the Soviet Union at the time of the 

German invasion of Russia on 22 June 1941. Will China end up with a similar outcome 

given their current actions? I expect so as Taiwan continues its conscripted service which 

retains 7M personnel in its system. It will not be a pushover. 

 

One last point about China; it needs Middle eastern oil. The current conflict between Israel 

and Iran will have an effect on the Chinese supply. If Iran were to block the Straits of 

Hormuz, it would affect China. China does not need another challenge; it has enough on its 

own. 

 

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS) 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-

leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html 
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