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The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the 

study, promotion and debate of defence, security, and safety issues. 

 

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media 

by the Institute.  Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches 

but may be unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada. 

 

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in 

Dispatches.  Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.  Email to 

RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.  Comments to articles can be from members or non-

members of RUSI(NS).  Any comment in Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author 

and does not necessarily represent the views of the Royal United Services Institute of 

Nova Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other government department, 

the Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or other agency. 

 

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), 

please inform RUSI(NS).  Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting 

RUSI(NS). 

 

Editor’s Notes: The next issue will be 25 July 2025. 

 

Quick links: 

Events 

Publications 

@RUSI_NS on X 

Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook 

Other Sources  

Odds and sods   

 SAC Notes 

 

 

 

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media 
 

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook 

accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com.  Preferably, send the material ready to post. We are 

still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them active. 
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Events 
To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.  RUSI(NS) events are by 

invitation.  If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email 

RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.  RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice.  Email 

RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring. 

 

RUSI (NS) Events: 

 

16 July, Wednesday: This is a special day with two events. First, a historical 

presentation by Tom Tulloch on the famous British naval Captain, navigator, and 

explorer, Captain James Cook, "Captain James Cook’s Atlantic Canada Legacy,” 

from1300 to 1430 hrs at the Mighty Maroon Room of RA Park. Most people know of 

Capt Cook's exploits in the Pacific, but he was instrumental in the British naval 

operations against the French in Atlantic Canada and beyond. This will be followed 

by the Summer Meet and Greet from 1430 to 1630 in the Gun Room of RA Park. For 

those attending the Meet and Greet, the cost is $10 either by etransfer to  

rusinovascotia@gmail.com password "presentation", cash or bring a cheque to the 

event.   

Please register for these two events by Saturday, 12 July 2025, by sending an email 

to rusinovascotia@gmail.com attn: Vice-President specifying whether you plan to 

come one event or both. 

 

Change 10 September, Wednesday: Col Labbe, CAF Drone projects, virtual event. 

 

New 16 September, Tuesday: RUSI NS supports the VAC Ombudsman Townhall 

with Col (Ret’d) Nishika Jardine at the Spryfield Legion from 19-2100 hrs.  

 

15 October, Wednesday: BGen Mark Parsons, Commander 5 Cdn Div. 

 

5 November, Wednesday: Remembrance Dinner.  

 

9 November, Sunday: Remembrance Sunday at the RA Park Memorial. 

 

Other Events: 

 

New 24 July, Thursday: Foreign Policy Research Institute presents, “AUKUS under 

the microscope: Successes, Setbacks, and Strategic Stakes.” This event will explore 

the foundational goals of AUKUS, assess its progress since launch, and examine both 

its successes—such as advancing undersea capabilities and defence innovation—and 

its ongoing challenges, including industrial capacity constraints and alliance 

coordination. Virtual, 18-1900hrs AST. Register at: 

https://www.fpri.org/event/2025/aukus-under-the-microscope-successes-setbacks-

and-strategic-stakes/  

 

New 31 July, Thursday: RAND’s Policy Lab presents, “Restoring US and Allied 

Military Power and Influence.” Since the end of the Cold War, the character of 

modern warfare has evolved rapidly. A 2023 RAND report finds that U.S. defense 

strategy and posture are now “insolvent.” In this Policy Lab, lead author David 

Ochmanek explains how to reverse this—and help ensure the United States and its 
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allies can deter and defeat modern threats. Virtual, 13-1400hrs AST. Register at: 

https://answer.rand.org/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=n50H7n22  

 

26-27 September: Canadian Maritime Security Network (CMSN -

 https://www.cmsn.ca/) conference on the future of Canadian Seapower.  Live, 

Calgary.  This will bring together academics, experts and serving and retired naval 

and coast guard personnel to examine the emerging maritime security threats facing 

Canada today, and the complex challenges that will define our future.  At the end 

of Dispatches is a Save the Date poster, with more information to follow 

soon.  CMSN welcomes further dissemination of the event to any colleagues that you 

think may be interested. 

 

Wargaming Events:  

 

Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule: 

https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents  

 

16 September, Tuesday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society 

presentation "Naval Wargaming and Quantitative History." 1-2:30 pm ADT. Online. 

To register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/naval-wargaming-and-quantitative-history-

tickets-1052463264957 

 

 

Publications 
 

New Canadian Military Journal (Vol. 25, No. 2, Spring 2025) article by RUSI(NS) 

member LCol (ret’d) Ian MacVicar, “NATO Article 5 and Human Security 

Interventions,” https://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/cmj-article-en-252page37.html  

 

Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation "Spyships, Satellites, and 

SAMs" by Canadian Joint Warfare Centre staff [and RUSI(NS) member] David 

Redpath, discussing several professional wargames exploring a wide range of topics 

from spyships to satellites, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhx48Xj8V2Y 

 

RUSI(NS) Comments "A Ground Force Option for an Arctic Policy" by John 

McLearn, Cate Belbin, 10 April 2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/arctic_ground_force/ 

 

RUSI(NS) Paper "Future Aircrew Training for the RCAF" by Murray Lee, 7 April 

2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/future_aircrew_training/ 

 

RUSI(NS) Comments "Recruiting and Retention in the Reserve Force" by David 

Swan, 29 March 2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/recruiting-retention/ 

 

 

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest 

edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To 

readers of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated. 

 

weekly: 

Naval Association of Canada 

https://answer.rand.org/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=n50H7n22
https://www.cmsn.ca/
https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/naval-wargaming-and-quantitative-history-tickets-1052463264957
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/naval-wargaming-and-quantitative-history-tickets-1052463264957
https://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/cmj-article-en-252page37.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhx48Xj8V2Y
https://rusi-ns.ca/arctic_ground_force/
https://rusi-ns.ca/future_aircrew_training/
https://rusi-ns.ca/recruiting-retention/


Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update 

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members 

News 

 

bi-weekly: Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch 

 

monthly: 

Canadian Gunner News 

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews 

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué 

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions 

Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches 

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician 

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt 

Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter 

Veterans Affairs Canada Salute! 

 

quarterly: 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter 

 

 

@RUSI_NS on X 
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca. 

To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS). 

 
CTV News Vancouver Island @CTVNewsVI 8 Jul posted: 

Canadian military to deploy warship, hundreds of personnel to 

Australian exercise 

(https://www.ctvnews.ca/vancouver/article/canadian-military-

to-deploy-warship-hundreds-of-personnel-to-australian-

RUSI(NS quoted: Exercise #TalismanSabre tests forces in 

planning & conducting combined (multinational) & joint 

(multi-service) Task Force operations, & improve combat  
readiness & interoperability between Australian & US  forces, & partner 

nations https://www.army.gov.au/our-work/exercises/exercise-talisman-sabre @TalismanSabre 

RUSI @RUSI_org 30 Jun posted and RUSI(NS() reposted: 

New RUSI report, “Russia, AI and the Future of 

Disinformation Warfare" by Claudia Wallner, Dr Simon 

Copeland, and Dr Antonio Giustozzi it out now. 

(https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-

research/publications/emerging-insights/russia-ai-and-future-

disinformation-warfare) 
 

CDA Institute @CDAInstitute 2 Jul posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted: #Canada has committed to #NATO’s 5% defence 

spending target. How will the #Carney government 

communicate the costs and implications to Canadians, sustain 

public support, and translate financial pledges into capabilities? 

@svhlatky @GaelleRPiche https://cdainstitute.ca/nato-agreed-

to-5-but-is-the-public-on-board/ 

(NATO agreed to 5% but is the public on board?)  
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CDA Institute @CDAInstitute 3 Jul posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted: The era of free-riding has ended for Ottawa and other 

capitals around the world. In the emerging international order, 

Canada faces a simple choice: invest seriously in defence or 

accept irrelevance as authoritarian powers reshape global 

rules. https://cdainstitute.ca/natos-5-reality-check-why-

canadas-defence-free-riding-must-end/ 

(NATO’s 5% Reality Check: Why Canada’s Defence Free-

Riding Must End)  
Davie @chantierdavie 8 Jul posted: Davie purchases Enersense 

International Oyj . Learn why this is such a great strategic 

move for our projects moving forward . 

(Davie Acquires Enersense Offshore 

https://www.davie.ca/en/news/2025-07-08-enersense-offshore-

acquisition-en/) 

RUSI(NS) quoted: "March 2025, Helsinki Shipyard signed an 

agreement with Canadian government to construct hull of 

heavy icebreaker based on its build-ready Polar Max concept"  
 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-services-procurement/news/2025/03/construction-of-new-polar-

icebreakers-for-the-canadian-coast-guard.html "Canadians will work alongside their Finnish 

counterparts to build a portion of ship in Finland" 

(Construction of new polar icebreakers for the Canadian Coast Guard) 

National Defence @NationalDefence 3 Ju posted and 

RUSI(NS) reposted: Our sixth CC-330 Husky aircraft arrived 

in Getafe, Spain, to be converted into a Multi-Role Tanker 

Transport aircraft. As part of the Strategic Tanker Transport 

Capability project, nine Huskies (five used and four new) will 

be converted. https://canada.ca/en/department-national-

defence/services/procurement/strategic-tanker-transport-

capability-project.html 

(Strategic Tanker Transport Capability project) 
 

The Naval Association of Canada @navalassn 2 Jul posted and 

RUSI(NS) reposted: In a new Niobe Paper, Cdr Matthew 

Hardy opines that Canada must move its defence policy from 

its traditional Eurocentric vision towards an acceptance of 

China as the key adversary. https://navalassoc.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2025/03/Hardy-Asia-Pacific-Policy.pdf  
(A New Defence Policy Vision – The Case for Shifting Focus to the Pacific) 

Canadian Joint Operations Command @CJOC_COIC 26 Jun 

posted: It’s important to get a little fresh air. Sometimes the 

best way for @RoyalCanNavy Clearance Divers to dispose of 

sea mines is to insert at the disposal site from the air. 

RUSI(NS) quoted: Not all mine countermeasures MCM needs 

to be done by classic minesweepers. #RCNavy retains MCM 

capability in divers from helos & stand-off vessels, is 

developing MCM by #drones. Mine warfare remains a threat, 

@RoyalCanNavy needs include MCM as part of balanced navy 
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“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook: 
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at https://RUSI-

NS.ca.  To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. 

 

Helsing to build drone submarine factory in Plymouth 

https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/helsing-to-build-drone-

submarine-factory-in-plymouth/ 

  

"Helsing’s Plymouth facility will manufacture ... 

autonomous underwater gliders... designed for persistent 

maritime surveillance and to help protect critical subsea   
infrastructure." 

  

'Resilience Factory' "refers to a facility that enhances national resilience by strengthening 

domestic capability in strategically important technologies." 

 

One, interesting the idea of a 'drone submarine factory.'  Two, might we see more resilience 

factories as part of building national resilience?  Just make sure it's more than a buzz term - 

there's got to be more to the idea. 

 
The Right Division for the Fight: Force Design and Force 

Structure Lessons from the Cold War 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/the-right-division-for-the-fight-

force-design-and-force-structure-lessons-from-the-cold-war/ 

 

The Canadian Army has always at its heart been oriented 

towards a division structure.  We always joked that when 

Canada agreed to place 1st Division in Germany with one   
brigade forward with follow on brigades that the Soviet Union fell.  

 

The division is the only place where all the bits and pieces come together. Corps and higher offer more 

of the same with of course larger formations and logistics capabilities. The brigade group was a cheap 

way of at least understanding the all-arms concept. Even now in Ukraine, the all-arms concept is alive 

and well, changed a bit but having all the bits and pieces including new technologies will always 

work.  Size and quantities are highly sought after as well. The Russians always did quantities but had 

no staying power.  They were also limited by train tracks and needing Lend-Lease trucks. 

 

In an attrition battle, logistics and the ability to move vast quantities of material, equipment and 

personnel is key - the division is the first level to do that. 

 

If you can find Corps 89 and its downsized little brother Corps 96 you will see the thinking.  Army 

doctrine always thinks in terms of a division. 

 
A Workforce Strategy for America’s Shipbuilding Future 

https://warontherocks.com/2025/07/a-workforce-strategy-for-

americas-shipbuilding-future/ 

 

"The future of American maritime dominance will not be 

determined solely by the number of ships launched or 

contracts signed, but rather by the strength and sustainability 

of the workforce behind them."  
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US, but the point is generally valid: it's the people!  Canada, whether in continuing the National 

Shipbuilding Strategy or however, would be wise to continue investment in the development (training 

facilities, etc.) and sustainment (benefits, continuation training, etc.) of the shipbuilding workforce. 

 
Putting the Defense Industry Through Wargames 

https://warontherocks.com/2025/06/putting-the-defense-

industry-through-wargames/ 

  

"The government should integrate industry engagement in 

wargaming in three ways: 

First, industry partners should contribute their expertise during 

the planning phase.   
Second, industry should send their executives with experts who have deep and relevant knowledge to 

participate directly throughout exercises.  

Third, industry should help develop actionable solutions after the wargame." 

  

"The U.S. defense industry currently has untapped strength; it needs rigorous exercise through realistic 

wargaming to build the capacity required for the world to prevail in future conflicts." 

 

Canadian defence industry could benefit, too, by participating in wargames.  And its participation 

would benefit other wargamers. 

 
(Swedish) Coast Guard Vessels to Be Equipped with Heavy 

Weapons for Enhanced Defense 

https://swedenherald.com/.../government-plans-to-arm... 

  

"On the ships, it can be about electronic means, but also 

heavier weapons such as machine guns, automatic cannons 

and sensors to detect and shoot down drones..." 
 

Canadian Coast Guard have been and can be armed.  At the most may only be with heavy machine 

guns, but they are enough for most constabulary actions. 

 

From a colleague: The Swedish Coast Guard resides under their department of defence. Two of the 

three main roles are coastal patrol and marine border protection.  

  

Swedish officers carry sidearms, batons, handcuffs and pepper spray. They are trained in law 

enforcement but carry no heavier weapons. Their three largest patrol ships are equipped with an 

onboard large jail cell. Not at all like CCG personnel or ships." 

  

Also see: "Crisis Preparedness and total defence" https://www.kustbevakningen.se/en/mission/crisis-

preparedness-and-total-defence/ 

 
‘Oversaturated’: Can the Navy make good on unmanned 

vessel demand after industry surge? 

https://breakingdefense.com/2025/06/oversaturated-can-the-

navy-make-good-on-unmanned-vessel-demand-after-industry-

surge/ 

 

"The (US) Navy prioritizes rigorous assessments to ensure 

these (uncrewed) technologies meet operational standards. We  
are committed to advancing capabilities through a balanced, methodical approach in collaboration with 

industry..." 

 

Canada, government departments and the Canadian Armed Forces, needs to work with industry to 

https://warontherocks.com/2025/06/putting-the-defense-industry-through-wargames/
https://warontherocks.com/2025/06/putting-the-defense-industry-through-wargames/
https://swedenherald.com/.../government-plans-to-arm.
https://www.kustbevakningen.se/en/mission/crisis-preparedness-and-total-defence/
https://www.kustbevakningen.se/en/mission/crisis-preparedness-and-total-defence/
https://breakingdefense.com/2025/06/oversaturated-can-the-navy-make-good-on-unmanned-vessel-demand-after-industry-surge/
https://breakingdefense.com/2025/06/oversaturated-can-the-navy-make-good-on-unmanned-vessel-demand-after-industry-surge/
https://breakingdefense.com/2025/06/oversaturated-can-the-navy-make-good-on-unmanned-vessel-demand-after-industry-surge/


ensure that everyone has a reasonable opportunity to develop solutions, that innovation is allowed to 

flourish, and that no new entrant is unable to progress just because the big corporations dominate. 

 
Let's talk about the Coast Guard move 

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/lets-talk-

about-the-coast-guard-move 

 

RUSI(NS) has been given to understand that the assessment in 

this blog is as good as any official announcement for 

capturing the state of the reorganization. 

 

Comment from colleagues: 

1. Chaos and surprise announcements, seemingly lacking any   
analysis of the implications.  Just a couple of weeks earlier, the Commissioner’s office had announced 

an enhanced role, with no suggestion of departmental change.  Then last weekend it was 'an enhanced 

role under the Minister of National Defence.'  Then the next day it was 'moving the CCG to 

DND.'  Every decade since the 1950s, the 'bright ideas club' has proposed some variation of policing 

duties or a militarized CCG or some merger of the CCG and the RCN.  Upon actual analysis it has 

always been quietly dismissed as unnecessary and unproductive.  In 1960 the enhanced DoT Marine 

Branch was very specifically NOT styled as a 'Coast Guard' to avoid implications of a military role.  It 

was the Canadian Marine Service until 1962 when, reportedly, the Minister of Transport got fed up 

with explaining the distinction and said 'oh, let’s just call it the Canadian Coast Guard.'  In May, a 

former official told our retirees’ coffee gathering that he was part of a group exploring the concept … 

obviously he could not provide any specifics but the upshot was that there was more downside than 

upside.  Based on the meagre reports that have reached general awareness, the unions have not been 

consulted in any detailed sense, and the entire notion has not been fully thought through.  The 

immediate benefits seem to be: 

- more honest inclusion of CCG spending within the percentage of GDP spending on military 'defence' 

- more immediate collaboration and interoperability on security matters and domain awareness 

- the optics of saying 'look at the changes we’re making,' especially as a concession to the US 

The risks could be dire: 

- undermining the efficiency and effectiveness of the civilian fleet with perhaps the most versatile and 

far-ranging variety of mission capabilities in the world 

- alienating and possibly excluding (if higher personnel security prerequisites are instituted) a 

significant percentage of the workforce 

- siphoning funding from the CCG to broader DND 'priorities' 

- degrading a heritage and culture dating back 158 years to Confederation 

- causing great harm to the Oceans/Fisheries Science missions, in particular, if they get downplayed vs 

'security'-related missions 

- significant redundancies in administration and support personnel 

Nothing about this move suggests that this is a well-considered coherent strategy.  The only way this 

seems viable is if the CCG fully retains its status as a Separate Operating Agency with full independent 

funding and operational independence … and that seems doubtful. 

2. As for the blog, hard to say really who the author is, what connections they have and how 

knowledgeable they are based on what I have seen on X.  The best possible outcome for CCG is to go 

full SOA under DND which it is not now under DFO.  From there is it a USCG model or, a Norwegian 

Coast Guard model for crewing and operations?  Adding more comms and surveillance equipment is an 

easy addition but the fleet is challenged to deliver more outside present scope of operations (no spare 

capacity).  Putting the CCGS SIR WILFRED LAURIER into the North Pacific to support DFO’s IUU 

(Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated fishing) efforts takes a major resource from the West coast and 

could potentially lose an Arctic season if the was a major breakdown.  Same on the East coast as CCGS 

LOUIS S. ST-LAURENT will be supporting UNCLOS around the pole with the ODEN starting this 

August for the next three years. 
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NAADSN_RDSNAA @NAADSN_RDSNAA 25 Jun posted 

and RUSI(NS) reposted: Defence experts, including 

@CharlotteDuLan, argue that too much emphasis has been 

placed on new recruitment while neglecting the retention of 

skilled personnel. 

(Surge in Interest Can’t Stop Military Exodus Amid Canada’s 

Defense Push 

https://weeklyvoice.com/surge-in-interest-cant-stop-military-

exodus-amid-canadas-defense-push/) 

Charlotte Duval-Lantoine (she/her) @CharlotteDuLan quoted: 

Attrition is not just about a loss in # that recruitment can fill.   
The real challenge is the loss of knowledge and skills. This is a matter of operational readiness for the 

military. Retention needs to become the priority it should be. 

 

 

#AI 

How Artificial General Intelligence Could Affect the Rise and Fall of Nations. 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA3034-2.html  

Comment: A scenario-based look at the impact of AGI on geopolitics. Two of several 

key findings: balanced cooperation between state and private industry is essential, 

with different outcomes resulting from close public-private partnerships than those 

with minimal coordination; and whether current power structures are strengthened or 

weakened based on the ability of societies to adapt to rapid automation, information 

manipulation, and potential job displacement influences. 

 

#Arctic 

A Study on the Disputes over Arctic Shipping Routes under the United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea  

https://pdf.erytis.com/Lh/LH.9029.pdf 

Chinese perspective. 

 

Report to Congress on Changes in the Arctic 

https://news.usni.org/2025/07/09/report-to-congress-on-changes-in-the-arctic-16 

 

The struggle for control of the Arctic is accelerating - and riskier than ever 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/resources/idt-f92bc043-3893-4688-8937-fd9cad8b0d5b 

 

#defence policy 

Rebuilding, Rearming & Reinvesting…Oh My! 

https://secure.viewer.zmags.com/publication/576ac168#/576ac168/26 

 

Strategic Defence Review: Does it Pass its Tests? 

https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/strategic-

defence-review-does-it-pass-its-tests 

UK but maybe there are lessons to be gleaned by Canada. 

 

Putting the ‘national’ in national preparedness and resilience 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/aspi-defence-conference-putting-the-national-in-

national-preparedness-and-resilience/ 

Other Sources 
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Comment from contributor: Australian, yes, but has some points that may be of 

relevance for Canada.  "The next cycle of strategy development and resource 

allocation—leading to the 2026 National Defence Strategy and Integrated Investment 

Program—offers the opportunity to bring national preparedness and resilience to the 

fore."  'Resilience' is getting more attention (becoming a buzz word?).  Preparedness 

should be getting more attention.  Interesting that the Australians are on a biennial 

cycle for updating their national defence strategy (really, a national defence policy - 

strategy is for strategists, which by definition those, usually 'generals', who use or 

threaten use of military force.) 

Comment from contributor: ‘Resilience’ is a nothing word where what we really 

should be promoting is ‘preparedness.’ 

 

#defence procurement 

Office of the Procurement Ombud released new report, details recommendations on 

Procurement reform 

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/office-of-the-procurement-ombud-

released 

 

Government of Canada moves forward to modernize outdated regulations and reduce 

red tape 

https://www.canada.ca/en/treasury-board-secretariat/news/2025/07/government-of-

canada-moves-forward-to-modernize-outdated-regulations-and-reduce-red-tape.html 

Comment from contributor: As an example of the the need to facilitate procurement, 

some 15 years ago I asked an executive director of a boatbuilder's association why 

more builders weren't bidding on a Navy RHIB contract, to which the director 

responded that a bid would take 88 pages of government forms to fill out - almost all 

boatbuilders didn't have the staff and time to do that so they didn't try. 

Can the process be simplified?  Even if taking on more risk is necessary? 

(Aside: originally, 'red tape' was a good thing.  It refers to the red ribbon tied around 

UK cabinet files.  The files would be brought out by staff when newly elected 

ministers had 'bright ideas', to show the minister that their ideas had been tried before 

and failed.  So, red tape really means a good file system, but the term over time 

became synonymous with obstruction.) 

 

#drones 

CACI awarded new contract under Phase II of the Counter Unmanned Aerial System 

UOR. 

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/caci-awarded-new-contract-under-

phase 

Reading in preparation for our speaker on drones this fall. 

 

The Meaning of Drone-Enabled Infantry Striking Beyond Line of Sight 

https://warontherocks.com/2025/06/the-meaning-of-drone-enabled-infantry-striking-

beyond-line-of-sight/ 

 

With push to 3D print drones, Army examines battlefield calculation 

http://breakingdefense.com/2025/07/with-push-to-3d-print-drones-army-examines-

battlefield-calculation/ 

 

The US Navy Wants to Build an “Ocean Explorer” Drone 
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https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/us-navy-wants-build-ocean-explorer-drone-ps 

Comment from contributor: Large Diameter Unmanned Underwater Vehicle 

(LDUUV) and Extra Large Unmanned Undersea Vehicle (XLUUV) weren't enough 

as drone differentiations, long type titles and initialisms.  Now we seem to be heading 

to 'ultra-large autonomous undersea vehicle.'  Will ULUUV follow? 

 

Russia’s Shahed drone upgrades: Armor, bombs, and tactics 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/06/30/russia-shahed-drone-upgrades-tricks/ 

Comment from contributor: The race between drone and counter-drone development. 

 

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War 

How to survive under the ‘bird’: the fight against small surveillance UAVs. 

https://threadreaderapp.com/thread/1938575886485508136.html 

“Drone war is not the future, it is yesterday.” 

 

#drones #warfare 

Submarine-hunting drones take off and land on water vertically 

https://www.newscientist.com/article/2083345-submarine-hunting-drones-take-off-

and-land-on-water-vertically/ 

"A new breed of drone that can float on or under the surface of the ocean before 

taking off vertically to hunt in flocks could soon be used by the US navy."  Dated 

article, hopefully the capability has been advanced. 

Comment from contributor: Cool idea.  Air Combat Systems Officers have been 

involved in the drone world for many years.  There has been discussion, may have 

taken place, on training them to private pilot standard. 

 

#health services 

To Conserve Fighting Strength in Large-Scale Combat Operations 

https://www.armyupress.army.mil/journals/military-review/online-exclusive/2025-

ole/conserve-fighting-strength-in-lsco/ 

Comment from contributor: This is an excellent summary of where combat medicine 

is going today. Combat Medics and PAs have new roles. The past is also very 

important as a learning tool for combat and non-combat illnesses. It is good to know 

that the CF H Svcs is initiating these changes. 

 

#Indo-Pacific 

Contested Deployment: A Vignette 

https://madsciblog.tradoc.army.mil/541-contested-deployment-a-vignette/ 

 

#land warfare 

War, Bound: Fiscal Constraints, Tactical Realities, and Contemporary Land Warfare 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/war-bound-fiscal-constraints-tactical-realities-and-

contemporary-land-warfare/ 

Comment by contributor: Could Canada organize a Monash division? 

 

#legal #maritime security 

Strained by War, the Russian Navy is a Shadow of its Former Self Inbox 

https://maritime-executive.com/editorials/strained-by-war-the-russian-navy-is-a-

shadow-of-its-former-self 
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“These actions are probing the right of innocent passage provisions of the UN 

Convention on the Law of the Sea, and their success or otherwise have still to be 

legally - and practically - proven.” 

Comment from contributor: Would make for a good staff talk exercise. 

 

#logistics #engineering #strategy 

Overextended and Overwhelmed: Navigating Dual-Theater Challenges Facing the 

U.S. Navy 

https://centerformaritimestrategy.org/publications/overextended-and-overwhelmed-

navigating-dual-theater-challenges-facing-the-u-s-navy/ 

Comment from contributor: Relevant considerations for the RCN. Forward basing 

(either host-nation and/or forward deployed, maybe ship based, 

maintenance capability) is hopefully subject to CAF staff study. Written by a student 

and well done.  

 

#NATO 

NATO Article 5 and Human Security Interventions 

https://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/cmj-article-en-252page37.html  

 

Making NATO More Agile and Lethal: A Digital Insurgency is Underway 

https://wavellroom.com/2025/06/20/making-nato-more-agile-and-lethal-a-digital-

insurgency-is-underway/ 

 

#reading 

(US) Chief of Staff of the Army Recommended Articles June 2025 

https://www.armyupress.army.mil/resources/csa-recommended-articles/ 

 

#Recruitment  

Canadian Armed Forces Records Highest Recruitment in a Decade 

https://militarnyi.com/en/news/canadian-armed-forces-records-highest-recruitment-in-

a-decade/ 

 

Army medical rules under review amid recruitment push 

https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/army-medical-rules-under-review-amid-recruitment-

push/ 

Lessons for Canada? 

 

#Royal Canadian Navy  

Let's talk about the Continental Defence Corvette 

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/lets-talk-about-the-continental-

defence 

Comment from contributor: A reasonable overview with some interesting points: 

1. combat capability  

2. no size limit 

3. flexibility that is provided by missile launch system 

4. "Canadian-designed, Canadian-equipped, and Canadian-made" 

5. "It will be a second-tier combatant optimized for Continental Defence while still 

being able to be deployed in a capacity beyond Canada."  Where ship fits into the 

navy that is being built.  (Like use of 'second-tier.') 

6. modularity 
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7. relationship between capabilities and roles 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War 

Russia Deploys Combat Motorcycle Units in Ukraine Following Armored Vehicle 

Losses 

https://www.sofx.com/russia-deploys-combat-motorcycle-units-in-ukraine-following-

armored-vehicle-losses/ 

Comment from contributor: Might creation of motorcycle units be considered by 

other armies? 

 

Russia’s Armored Trains Are Back in Ukraine: Here's How Ukraine is Fighting Back 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/russias-armored-trains-are-back-in 

The importance of secure logistics lines. 

 

#Russia-Ukrane War #armour 

Russian drone strike fails against Ukraine’s Leopard 2A6 tank 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/07/05/leopard-2a6-drone-strike-pysarivka/ 

The tank is not dead, it's just hiding... 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #defence policy 

Russia is winning the recruiting war. That's also how it could lose. 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/07/05/a-million-casualties-isnt-too-many/ 

Comment from contributor: Battalions win battles, wallets win wars.  But there's gotta 

be the people.  So, demographics in addition to GDP is a good way to compare 

adversaries (the two are much better than simply counted soldiers and kit).  What 

demographic studies have been done for Canada? Surely there are some for recruiting 

and mobilization purposes. 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #drones 

Ukraine Gets New AI Kamikaze Drones from Czech Volunteers 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/ukraine-gets-new-ai-kamikaze-drones 

Comment from contributor: AI-equipped drones.  'Last Mile Targeting' = mission-

complete independence. 

 

Creeping Doom: Russia Deploys Solar Powered Ambush Drones 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidhambling/2025/07/02/creeping-doom-russia-

deploys-solar-powered-ambush-drones/ 

"FPV attack drones are increasingly used for ambushes."  "Solar powered drones 

could form high-tech ‘minefields.’"  The idea of creeping drone minefields is creepy. 

 

Interceptor drones will decide Europe’s fate. Here’s why 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/07/04/why-interceptor-drones-will-decide-

europes-fate/ 

Comment from contributor: Reads like 'counter-drone squadrons' would make good 

(aviation?) units to add to a force.  And that development of directed energy weapons 

and electronic warfare systems should be expedited.  But that good ol' machine gun 

and anti-aircraft artillery units still have their place.  As so often, a mix of capabilities. 

 

#shipbuilding 

Ontario Investing $215 Million to Support Provincial Shipbuilding Sector 
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https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1006107/ontario-investing-215-million-to-support-

provincial-shipbuilding-sector 

Ontario pumping CAD 215 million into its shipbuilding sector 

https://www.marinelog.com/news/ontario-pumping-cad-215-million-into-its-

shipbuilding-sector/ 

Comment from contributor: The larger yards on Ontario affected would be Ontario 

Shipyards, Hike Metals and Metal Craft. 

 

UK leaves door open for future ice breaker buy 

https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/uk-leaves-door-open-for-future-ice-breaker-buy/ 

Comment from contributor: To the question "Opportunity for Canadian yards?" one 

shipbuilder commented: Always a slight possibility. The main competition would be: 

build locally; and the shipyards in Finland, Latvia and Poland who routinely work 

together to pursue European procurements of icebreakers. 

 

Most new Royal Navy ships still reliant on foreign steel 

https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/most-new-royal-navy-ships-still-reliant-on-foreign-

steel/ 

and 

Dhesi presses MOD on British steel use and production 

https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/dhesi-presses-mod-on-british-steel-use-and-

production/ 

Comment from contributor: Note "...a broader cross-government Steel Strategy is 

being developed..." and will "promote long-term growth, and align with wider 

priorities, including the trade strategy, Strategic Defence Review and the upcoming 

Modern Industrial Strategy." 

Should Canada have a steel strategy (policy)?  At least address steel as part of the 

National Shipbuilding Strategy (2.0)? 

 

After US expansion, Canada’s Davie shipyard eyes Sweden icebreaker gap 

https://www.defensenews.com/global/the-americas/2025/07/03/after-us-expansion-

canadas-davie-shipyard-eyes-sweden-icebreaker-gap/ 

 

RAND Corporation’s Analysis on New ICE Pact Icebreakers 

https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2025/07/rand-corporations-analysis-on-new-

ice-pact-icebreakers/ 

 

#space 

Space Force unveils first international strategy, while GAO flags barriers to space 

cooperation 

https://spacenews.com/space-force-unveils-first-international-strategy-while-gao-

flags-barriers-to-space-cooperation/ 

"... a blueprint for how America’s newest military branch intends to transition from 

sporadic global cooperation to a more deliberate and integrated space coalition with 

trusted allies." 

U.S. Space Force International Partnership Strategy 

at: https://www.spaceforce.mil/Portals/2/Documents/SAF_2025/USSF%20Internation

al%20Partnership%20Strategy.pdf 
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#space #NATO 

Five Priorities for Advancing NATO’s Space Mission 

https://www.defensenews.com/opinion/2025/06/23/five-priorities-for-advancing-

natos-space-mission/  

Comment: While the 5th, “Reaffirm NATO’s role as a space broker,” is questionable 

in my mind and the 3rd, “Fund the allied space enterprise,” unlikely, do applaud the 

call for a commercial space strategy and interoperable space capabilities and effects. 

Although, what has been learned in the last 3 years is that interoperable is not enough, 

integration is the new goal. It may seem like semantics but the difference in mindset is 

significant. 

 

#staffwork 

Rewriting is (Still) the Secret to Writing Well 

https://www.hardingproject.com/p/rewriting-is-still-the-secret-to 

Works, too, when writing for RUSI(NS)! 

 

#strategy 

Why Strategy Is Easy but Difficult (at the Same Time): A Short Study on the 

Complexities of Escalation 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/why-strategy-is-easy-but-difficult-

at-the-same-time-a-short-study-on-the-complexities-of-escalation/ 

 

Strategic History 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/strategic-history/ 

 

Another Bloody Century? 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/another-bloody-century/ 

 

Making Sound Strategy: Back to the Basics of Ends, Ways, and Means 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/making-sound-strategy-back-to-

the-basics-of-ends-ways-and-means/ 

 

On Efficacy: A Beginner’s Guide to Strategic Theory 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/on-efficacy-a-beginners-guide-to-

strategic-theory/ 

 

The expression "mowing the grass" was noted in an article about Iran's strategy with 

proxies.  On looking up that expression 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mowing_the_grass#:~:text=The%20strategy%20is%20

usually%20carried,keep%20it%20neat%20and%20tidy.), it was learned that it is a 

metaphor used to describe a strategy "usually carried out by conducting short, sharp 

military operations to maintain a certain level of control over the area without 

committing to a long-term political solution, similar to how one would mow a lawn to 

keep it neat and tidy." 

 

#Ukraine 

Order of Battle of the Ukrainian Armed Forces 

https://mcusercontent.com/28b6673fcc2022a1dd557acae/files/a225c3c3-ac72-b4cf-

940d-

9a0e57233bbb/Armed_Forces_of_Ukraine_Order_of_Battle_FINAL_PDF.01.pdf 
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#war 

Smart Weapons, Dumb Assumptions: Western Strategic Delusions Meet Industrial 

Reality in Ukraine 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/exclusives/smart-weapons-dumb-

assumptions-western-strategic-delusions-meet-industrial-reality-in-ukraine/ 

"In the end, strategic success depends not on who reacts fastest or trends hardest, but 

on the dull, unglamorous verities that underlie modern war: production, patience and 

purpose." 

 

#warfare 

Unsecured Fronts: How Hybrid Warfare Influences Strategic Competition 

https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/technology-apathy-and-proximity-the-holy-

trinity-of-hybrid-warfare/ 

"New warfare is no longer limited to deterrence and conventional forces competing 

for dominance in their respective sphere of influence or realm of conventional 

capabilities. New warfare is holistic; it now includes ports, farmlands, 

telecommunications networks, social media, commercial products, and lawfare 

activities, to name a few." 

 

Trying to reason with hurricane season 

https://www.thebroadside.org.uk/p/07-2025-trying-to-reason-with-hurricane-season 

"Extreme weather in modern strategic planning." 

 

From Gallipoli to the Strait of Malacca: Why maritime choke points still decide the 

fate of nations 

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/gallipoli-strait-malacca-why-maritime-

choke-points-still-decide-fate-nations 

"As Julian Corbett argued, the purpose of sea power is not an end in itself, but a 

means to influence events on land. In that light, safeguarding maritime choke points 

by Southeast Asia littoral states must be integrated into a comprehensive, multi-

domain strategy involving not only naval power but also land and air power." 

 

#wargaming 

Wargame to build a lethal hybrid fleet 

https://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/2025/february/wargame-build-lethal-

hybrid-fleet 

 

The serious side of war games 

https://www.armynewspaper.defence.gov.au/army-news/september-28-

2023/flipbook/10/ 

 

The Utility of War Gaming 

https://wavellroom.com/2017/11/21/the-utility-of-war-gaming/ 

 

The (Australian) Army Battle Lab's Professional Gaming List 2025 

https://cove.army.gov.au/article/army-battle-labs-professional-gaming-list-2025 
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#weapons 

Railgun Installed On Japanese Warship Seen In New Photos 

https://www.twz.com/sea/railgun-installed-on-japanese-warship-seen-in-new-photos 

 

Old and Busted: Phat MK-48--New Hotness: MK-58? 

https://cdrsalamander.substack.com/p/old-and-busted-phat-mk-48-new-hotness 

Some interesting thinking. 

 

 

Odds and sods… 
 

“Infantry Assistant” 

 

The Armed Forces of Ukraine have been 

reinforced with a new unmanned system 

“Murakha” 

https://prm.ua/en/infantry-assistant-the-armed-

forces-of-ukraine-have-been-reinforced-with-a-

new-unmanned-system-murakha/  
Well, ‘infantry assistant’ sounds better than ‘uncrewed ground vehicle’… 

 

Chief of (Australian) Navy 2025 Essay Competition opens 

 

"Entries are now open for the 2025 Chief of Navy Essay Competition. The Chief of 

Navy Essay Competition aims to promote knowledge of and interest in a thinking, 

fighting Australian Navy."  One of the prize divisions is open to international entrants. 

 

Note the topics (they can be taken to be reflective of RAN strategic considerations) 

and particularly topic 5: "How would international shipping be organised and 

protected in the event of a global conflict and how does this differ from the protection 

of shipping from the German u-boat threat in the Atlantic in WWII?"  Something 

RUSI(NS) members have been discussing. 
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SAC Notes 

 

O Canada 

 

It is estimated that Canada’s deficit this year will be a whopping 93 B CAD. It was 

also suggested that these deficits will continue for the foreseeable future. Canada’s 

national debt grew by 100% to 1.2 T CAD under the Trudeau regime. This has been 

discussed in the SAC Notes before that this level of spending is unsustainable in the 

long term while crippling the economy. Canada’s per capita GDP has dropped 

considerably, and it appears that unless there is a course change in spending, it will 

likely continue to drop. 

 

Some effects such as the bursting of the housing price bubble are already showing 



in key cities including Toronto and Vancouver. Folks who renewed mortgages at 

higher rates may now be “underwater” in that their mortgage is for a house that is 

no longer worth its purchase price. 

 

Unemployment continues to rise and Canada still appears to be in a de facto 

recession despite figures that might say otherwise. Perception is the reality, and 

most are not doing well. 

 

If there is a silver lining for the CAF, it means there are many well qualified people 

who can no longer get a job in the civilian market. Poor economies provide good 

recruits although it is horrible to say. If only the recruiting system worked and the 

follow-on training system was rebuilt to handle large numbers of new troops. Time 

to use the members of the Supplementary Holding List for instructors. 

 

Foreign interference continues to be a major problem, yet the Canadian 

Government has not acted in a more forceful way despite acknowledging the issue. 

One of the most problematic is the rise of anti-Semitism especially as it relates to 

Israel and expanded to all Jews. It has been stated that much of the money for these 

so called pro-Palestinian groups is a mixture of certain Arab groups and Russia. In 

other words, foreign interference that must be addressed. 

 

As an addition to this, the UK just declared Palestinian Action as a terrorist 

organization because of the sabotage against RAF aircraft. Palestinian activist 

groups have continued to conduct anti-Semitic activity against Jewish intuitions in 

Canada, not just Israeli government targets. 

 

The Chinese Diaspora in Canada is under constant pressure from the Peoples’ 

Republic of China which attacks the credibility of pro-democracy groups in 

Canada, Taiwanese and older Chinese migration groups. They were noted as 

participating in interference activities in the elections from 2019 onwards. As we 

have seen in the last election, as few as four votes affected the outcome in certain 

ridings. This needs to be addressed effectively, it isn’t at present. 

 

The US is an issue as their actions have greatly interfered with our elections, 

governance and our economy. How this is dealt with is a major issue. 

 

Australia 

 

Some notes from our Australian correspondent. My apologies to him for not 

including articles in the last set of notes.  Australia seems more realistic in its 

outlook than Canada. This comes in part from living in “bandit country” and having 

to deal with an imperial China bent on domination. 

 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/nuclear-war-in-asia-would-be-australias-problem-

too-we-must-prepare/? 

The nuclear genie is alive and it needs to be dealt with down here. Perth may be far 

from Washington, London and Paris but not from Beijing. There is little discussion 

at the public level. 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/12/world/australia/china-warships-australia-
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https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/nuclear-war-in-asia-would-be-australias-problem-too-we-must-prepare/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/12/world/australia/china-warships-australia-aukus.html


aukus.html 

Unwelcome tourists down under. 

 
https://youtu.be/xmXyD342lP8?si=WOLIO7RKeJn2INaV 

The attachment covers a lot of future ship acquisitions for the RAN. Australia is not 

asleep. 

Note: It will be more impressive once the money is there, and the new procurement 

secretariat or Ministry is set up under Parliamentary Secretary Fuhr. In other words, 

“show me the money” and the new system. 

 
https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/sikorsky-and-cae-collaborate-on-

detection-capability-for-mh-60r? 

Canadian technology coming from down under. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australia-must-make-its-research-security-ecosystem-

work-smarter/? 

Attached is an interesting article on the Aus research security ecosystem. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/if-this-is-the-trump-doctrine-australia-had-better-pay-

attention/? 

This article is of interest because it applies equally to Canada. Placating Trump may 

be difficult for Canadian and Australian political leaders to stomach but 

international tensions demand attention. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/defying-china-jim-chalmers-enforces-our-critical-

minerals-red-line/? 

The attached article is inline with the previous one I forwarded to you 

 

United States 

 

The Trump Administration continues its chaotic ways with its trade war. The 

administration announced that letters would be sent out to one hundred countries 

with their new tariff level as per the views of this government. The markets acted 

accordingly and plunged in value. Commentators from a large number of sources 

have suggested that it is not the tariffs themselves, rather the on again off again 

nature of them, creating confusion and instability across the globe. 

 

This appears to be an issue that will likely continue through this administration. 

What it may also do, is lessen the overall influence of the US in world affairs. Even 

now, global supply chains are starting to adapt to the chaos by bringing other 

nations into new trade arrangements including Canada. 

 

Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth stopped the flow of weapons to Ukraine with little 

notice. Hegseth has made it known he does not support the continued support of 

Ukraine. Fortunately, President Putin made it clear directly to President Trump 

what his overall goals are in Ukraine, which is essentially to have Ukraine 

surrender in real terms. To emphasize the point, he has initiated massive missile 

and drone attacks against civilian targets across Ukraine.  President Trump has now 

stated that Ukraine will have to be given weapons to defend itself. The US 

administration is subject to abrupt changes. 
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The” Big Beautiful Bill” was passed in Congress. It will cut many basic services to 

US citizens. The full effect of this decision will take time. Most commentators have 

suggested that large numbers of people will die as a result of the bill's outcome. 

Time will tell if the US can recover. The American Dream appears to be over. 

 

Moldova 

 

Igor Dodon, the head of the Socialist party of Moldova announced negotiations to 

form a “leftist” bloc for the next Parliamentary elections on Sunday 6 July 2025 

according to an article by Viktor Nazarenko of RBC Ukraine.  Mr Dodon’s Party is 

pro-Russian and is trying to convince several smaller parties to create this bloc in 

opposition to the pro-European party of President Maia Sandu for the next 

elections. It is widely thought that these opposition parties may receive funding 

from Russia through various means. Mr Dodon was arrested in 2022 and accused of 

corruption and state treason. He was later released from house arrest and has since 

taken part in pro-Russian rallies. 

 

Russia announced that it would put in 10 k troops into Transnistria if the pro-

Russian party(ies) is elected. This would be a major increase from the present 

garrison of up to 1.5 k. Moldova would likely be a major platform for Russia’s anti-

European agenda. 10 k is also larger than the present size of the Moldovan military 

and security forces. 

 

Moldova has asked the EU to speed up the ascension process and start substantive 

negotiations prior to the national elections on 28 September 2025 according to 

Deputy Prime Minister for European Integration, Cristina Gherasimov, as reported 

on 4 July 2025 by BNE Intellinews. 

 

It is clear that Russia is continuing to ramp up pressure against the current 

government and is likely supporting opposition groups in preparation for the 

elections. It is expected that Russia will continue disinformation and adopt up to 

low level insurgency operations to destabilize the overall situation. 

  

Belarus 

 

The Lukashenko regime released sixteen political prisoners this week out of more 

than 1150 left in the regime’s custody. The regime also has continued to crackdown 

on dissidents. As they release old political prisoners, new ones are added. 

 

Belarus has received the new Oreshnik missiles as part of its obligations under the 

Union Act with the Russian Federation. The Oreshnik is a hypersonic missile that is 

allegedly in series production. It is likely that the crews for launching these missiles 

will remain Russian controlled and operated. The missile is alleged to have a top 

speed of Mach 10 and is manoeuvrable in flight with a range of 5 k plus 

kms.  Latest missile tests of this system were not successful. 

 

Belarus continues to walk a tightrope between the West and Russia. The regime 

continues to avoid active conflict with Ukraine. 

 



Georgia 

 

The Georgia Dream Party has arrested most of the political opposition leadership. 

The Parliament equivalent has passed laws that make denial of its legal right to 

govern an offence. All other parties resigned because of election irregularities. 

Demonstrations protesting the very existence of this government continue. 

 

Iran-Israel Conflict 

 

In an Institute for the Study of War article, published at 1400 hrs, 7 July 2025, Iran 

continues to suggest that they are a force for “peace” and that they would never 

develop nuclear weapons. The IAEA has noted that Iran has 408 kgs of Uranium 

enriched to 60%, allegedly enough for ten sizeable nuclear weapons. Iran also 

suggested that it had sufficient missiles to maintain the conflict for two years. Most 

of the information came from the Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian in an 

interview with Tucker Carlson and the IAEA. 

 

The Houthis have fired missiles at Israel and at ships in the Red Sea including 

merchant ships. They had not fired at civilian ships since November 2024. One ship 

was badly damaged called the “Magic Seas” the crew was rescued, and the ship is 

believed to be sinking. Israel has conducted major air attacks against key Houthis 

port this past week. The Houthis are not deterred. 

 

Israel continues to fight across the Middle East. In Gaza they continue their efforts 

to remove Hamas from using Gaza. They also continue to watch Hezbollah for 

signs of revitalization and occupying key parts of Syria near the frontier. This war 

will continue despite international protests.. 

 

The Russia-Ukraine Conflict 

 

The war continues. It seems that positional and attritional warfare is back with a 

vengeance. Both sides are able to make small incremental attacks on the front lines. 

The real issue is how the rear areas are now also part of the front lines due to the 

use of drones including reconnaissance drones, bomber drones, Kamikaze drones, 

interceptor drone, long range drone, electronic warfare drone, unjammable drones 

using fibre optic cable, and the list seems endless as is the imagination of drone 

developers to meet battlefield requirement. It has made the front a living hell for 

soldiers of both sides. 

 

The production of drones is now a major priority for both sides. Production is 

estimated to be in the millions from both sides. Newer drones are capable of long-

range efforts and now used extensively against each other's rear areas. The real 

difference in these larger drones is the target as mentioned before. Russia has used 

these drones to attack civilian targets, often decoy drones are used to overwhelm 

the air defence forces and force them to expend large amounts of ammunition while 

the bomber drone as well as missiles hit the actual targets. 

 

Ukraine has fewer drones, but they tend to be more sophisticated and longer range, 

often attacking targets up to 2 k kms away. Ukraine also tends to attack military 

targets, key infrastructure such as bridges, trains, industries supporting the war 



effort and most recently to force Russian civilian airports to cease operations. 

Although they are occasionally hit, the main effort is to increasingly disrupt air 

travel in Russia. Unlike some attacks, these ones affect the civilian travelling 

public. It is becoming more obvious that the war is coming to Russia and that the 

original promise of President Putin stating that they would keep Russia safe, is a lie. 

It is a true form of psychological warfare and getting within the mind of common 

Russian citizens. 

 

The other big event was the death of an oligarch allegedly by a heart attack and the 

apparent suicide of a recently fired Minister of Transport. Various forms of media 

both inside and outside of Russia have suggested that these were deaths caused by 

government agencies in some way, mainly to silence their voices in case of 

interrogations. 

 

Azerbaijan/Armenia/Chechnya are all now causing major issues for the Putin 

regime. Azerbaijan, in particular, has taken a hostile attitude towards Russia in 

favour of better relations with Türkiye. There is a possibility of low-level conflict in 

the near term. Armenia is still hurting from its conflict with Azerbaijan. It accused 

Russian “peacekeepers” of failing to do their job. Armenia has moved towards 

Western allies such as France. Chechnya’s current leader Ramzan Kadyrov is 

allegedly ill. There is no apparent heir to the leadership of the country. 

 

China 

 

The year 1950 was a significant year in China’s imperial history. It invaded and 

occupied two countries and supported another communist regime invading its 

Southern neighbour and later helped more substantially when UN forces counter-

attacked and nearly drove the regime out of existence. The two countries were 

Tibet, a theocracy, and East Turkestan, and the third incident was North Korea. 

China has never been brought to task for the illegal occupation of the two former 

countries which still live under occupation forces. This month, on 27 July 2025 is 

the 72nd anniversary of the signing of the armistice that entered the Korean 

peninsula into an armed peace of sorts. It is good to remember that China, since the 

Chinese Communist Party’s victory over the Republic of China forces, was and is 

an imperial power. 

 

China has made significant strides in many areas, most notably at sea and in ship 

building. Currently, it has 52% of the world’s ship building capacity. British 

Columbia’s ferry service just contracted through third parties, four brand new 

ferries from Chinese firms much to the horror of opposition parties within Canada 

and the current Federal government. However, this is under review. 

 

After recent "show the flag" exercises off the East coast of Taiwan with a two-

carrier task force, it once again showed its vast increase in knowledge and ability to 

conduct major naval exercises at the strategic level. It also reminded Taiwan that 

China did have the capacity to blockade that island. One of the carriers, the 

Shandong, paid a visit to Hong Kong (HK) with an escort frigate. There was a point 

to this effort, it showed the people of HK imperial power. 

 

China continues to harass Philippine vessels within internationally recognized 



Philippine waters and continues to do so mainly using the Chinese Coast Guard and 

the ships of the Maritime Militia. The Philippines received some welcome support 

from Japan that will provide six Ambukuma class anti-submarine destroyer escorts 

to enhance the Philippines Navy. The six ships will constitute 75% of the 

Philippines modern combat ships, reported by Reuters on 7 July 2025. 

 

The main subject of late is the ongoing saga of Xi Jinping. The Western English 

sites of Chinese language speaking media personalities are all commenting on the 

ongoing purge within the military of pro-Xi and Xi appointed commanders. The 

main person involved appears to be a former ally of Xi, General Zhang Youxia. The 

purge started in the Navy and Rocket forces and has now spread. The comment 

was, is Xi still able to control the Peoples’ Liberation Army (PLA)? 

 

Other commentary seems to indicate that the elders of the Communist Chinese 

Party (CCP) have grouped together to put constraints on Xi. His economic policies 

are said to be failures that have damaged the overall economy of China. In recent 

years, central planning has failed to allow for the issues and problems of raising 

money at lower levels of government such as the provinces, semi-autonomous 

regions and cities. Key pillars have nearly failed completely such as property 

development and exports coupled with over production capacity backed 

government subsidies which are now under international scrutiny. The lack of 

consumer confidence has dampened any hope of Xi’s current policies actually 

working. As per normal, the CCP leadership decisions are opaque. What is certain 

is that there are changes coming within Chinese leadership. 

 

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS) 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-

leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html 
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