Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia Dispatches
8 August 2025

The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the
study, promotion and debate of defence, security, and safety issues.

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media
by the Institute. Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches
but may be unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada.

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in
Dispatches. Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime. Email to
RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com. Comments to articles can be from members or non-
members of RUSI(NS). Any comment in Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author
and does not necessarily represent the views of the Royal United Services Institute of
Nova Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other government department,
the Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or other agency.

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address),
please inform RUSI(NS). Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting
RUSI(NS).

Editor’s Notes: The next issue will be 22 August 2025.

Quick links:
Events
Publications
@RUSI NS on X
Roval United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook
Other Sources
Odds and sods
SAC Notes

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook
accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com. Preferably, send the material ready to post. We are
still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them active.
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Events

To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. RUSI(NS) events are by
invitation. If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice. Email
RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring.

RUSI (NS) Events:
10 September, Wednesday: Col Labbe, CAF Drone projects, virtual event.

16 September, Tuesday: RUSI NS supports the VAC Ombudsman Townhall with
Col (Ret’d) Nishika Jardine at the Spryfield Legion from 19-2100 hrs.

15 October, Wednesday: BGen Mark Parsons, Commander 5 Cdn Div.
5 November, Wednesday: Remembrance Dinner.

9 November, Sunday: Remembrance Sunday at the RA Park Memorial.
Other Events:

8 August, Friday: 12 Wing Shearwater will mount a Memorial Ceremony at the
Halifax Memorial in Point Pleasant Park at 0900hrs. This even is open to the public
with a requested to be at the Memorial at 0845hrs. Poster at newsletter end.

28 August, Thursday: the Naval Museum of Halifax is hosting a gathering (with light
refreshments and music) for Gulf War veterans, their friends and families to come
together in celebration of their service “Memories of the Gulf”’. This year marks the
35" anniversary of the being of Gulf War. More than 4,000 Canadian Armed Forces
members served in the Persian Gulf region between 1990 - 1991. 13-1500hrs at
Tribute Tower, Mr. Mac Room. RSVP to navalmuseumothalifax@forces.gc.ca no
later than August 15%, 2025. Poster at newsletter end.

26-27 September: Canadian Maritime Security Network (CMSN -
https://www.cmsn.ca/) conference on the future of Canadian Seapower. Live,
Calgary. This will bring together academics, experts and serving and retired naval
and coast guard personnel to examine the emerging maritime security threats facing
Canada today, and the complex challenges that will define our future. At the end

of Dispatches is a Save the Date poster, with more information to follow

soon. CMSN welcomes further dissemination of the event to any colleagues that you
think may be interested.

Wargaming Events:

Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule:
https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents

16 September, Tuesday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society
presentation "Naval Wargaming and Quantitative History." 1-2:30 pm ADT. Online.
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To register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/naval-wargaming-and-quantitative-history-
tickets-1052463264957

New 5 January 2026, Monday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society
presentation "Army Analytic Wargaming." 7-8:30 pm AST. Online. To register:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/army-analytic-wargaming-tickets-1554220036969

Publications

Canadian Military Journal (Vol. 25, No. 2, Spring 2025) article by RUSI(NS) member
LCol (ret’d) Ian MacVicar, “NATO Article 5 and Human Security Interventions,”
https://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/cmj-article-en-252page37.html

Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation "Spyships, Satellites, and
SAMs" by Canadian Joint Warfare Centre staff [and RUSI(NS) member] David
Redpath, discussing several professional wargames exploring a wide range of topics
from spyships to satellites, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhx48Xj8V2Y

RUSI(NS) Comments "A Ground Force Option for an Arctic Policy" by John
McLearn, Cate Belbin, 10 April 2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/arctic_ground force/

RUSI(NS) Paper "Future Aircrew Training for the RCAF" by Murray Lee, 7 April
2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/future aircrew_training/

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest
edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To
readers of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated.

weekly:

Naval Association of Canada

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members
News

bi-weekly: Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch

monthly:

Canadian Gunner News

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions
Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt
Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter
Veterans Affairs Canada Salute!

quarterly:
Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter
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@RUSI_NS on X
@RUSI NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca.
To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS).

David Pugliese @davidpugliese 7 Aug posted and RUSI(NS)
reposted: Path cleared for Canada to take part in Trump’s
'Golden Dome' missile shield. Defence Minister McGuinty
noted the government “removed all restrictions on air and
missile defence of Canada. https://ottawacitizen.com/public-
service/defence-watch/canada-trump-golden-dome-missile-
shield via @ottawacitizen

Atlantic Council @AtlanticCouncil Aug 4 posted and
RUSI(NS) reposted: Read @ACScowcroft GeoStrategy
Initiative’s new report on how Canada can adapt its defense
priorities to a rapidly evolving geopolitical landscape. £
(Defining Canada’s threat landscape: Resetting for a new
reality

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-
reports/report/defining-canadas-threat-landscape-resetting-for-

a-new-reality/)

Canadian Global Affairs Institute @CAGlobalAffairs 6 Aug
posted and RUSI(NS) reposted: “In this new #BriefingNote,
Dr. Julie Kim discusses Canadian maritime through the
Canadian Patrol Submarine Project (CPSP). Countries have
expressed interest in the project, forcing Canada to consider the
geopolitical and climate implications in choosing one over the
other..L 7L

https://www.cgai.ca/bn_the canadian _patrol submarine proje
ct_cpsp

A reasonable summary but also well makes the point: "When selecting new submarines, Canada must
consider not only operational capabilities, costs, and procurement timelines, but also the broader
geopolitical and strategic implications of its decision."

A AT
R
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Canadian Army @CanadianArmy 30 Jul posted and RUSI(NS)
reposted: “Once you have an army going digital, you become a
data-driven army," said Major Saajan Sarai in a recent
interview with Canadian Army Today. Want to know more?
Read the A Hack for the Sensor-to-Shoot Link article in
Canadian Army Today. http://canadianarmytoday.com/a-hack-
for-the-sensor-to-shooter-link/
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National Post @nationalpost Jul 31 posted and RUSI(NS)
reposted: Opinion: Review of F-35 fighter jet purchase should
heed lessons from the

past https://nationalpost.com/opinion/review-of-f-35-fighter-
jet-purchase-should-heed-lessons-from-the-past

Canadian Coast Guard @CoastGuardCAN 30 Jul posted: A
splash of tradition in Clark’s Harbour, #NovaScotia! v ¥
Today, we celebrated the dedication of the CCGS Baie des
Chaleurs, one of 20 new #SearchAndRescue lifeboats. Fair
winds to the crew! Learn more: https://canada.ca/en/canadian-
coast-guard/news/2025/07/canadian-coast-guard-welcomes-
the-ccgs-baie-des-chaleurs-into-service.html

(Canadian Coast Guard welcomes the CCGS Baie des Chaleurs
into service)

RUSI(NS) quoted: Though 'lifeboats', @CoastGuardCAN Bay-class are sizable vessels capable of
operations 100 nautical miles offshore. Are designated CCG 'Ships' & entitled to dedication (naming)
ceremony https://rusi-ns.ca/naming-dedication-canadian-coast-guard-ships/

"Staying in the Game — Canada’s Past, Present, and Future
NATO Commitments" https://natoassociation.ca/special-
report-staying-in-the-game-canada-past-present-and-future-
nato-commitments/ CANEIcommitments to @NATO has long
history; of capabilities, units & formations not simply % of
GDP. H/T @NATOCanada

IISS News @IISS org 27 Ju posted and RUSI(NS) reposted:
NATO’s maritime power depends on critical enablers like
replenishment-at-sea. While the US has long led in providing
underway-replenishment for the Alliance, European countries
and Canada are altering this dynamic by investing in their
replenishment fleets to enhance their operational autonomy.
#MilitaryBalance Find out more from Johannes R. Fischbach
& Louis Bearn.

https://www.iiss.org/online-analysis/military-balance/2025/07/ europe—and—canada—step—up—Val—

logistics/
(Europe and Canada step up naval logistics)
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“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook:
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at https://RUSI-
NS.ca. To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.

Terma Surveillance Radar System Delivered by Sperry
Marine to Seaspan Shipyards for Canadian Coast Guard
Polar Icebreaker and MPI Programs
https://gcaptain.com/terma-surveillance-radar-system-
delivered-by-sperry-marine-to-seaspan-shipyards-for-
canadian-coast-guard-polar-icebreaker-and-mpi-

programs/

Selection of 'naval surveillance radars' for the Canadian Coast Guard’s (CCG) Multi-Purpose
Icebreaker and Polar Icebreaker projects probably pre-dated the decision to put the CCG under
the Minister of National Defence with responsibility to provide "security, including security
patrols and the collection, analysis and disclosure of information or intelligence." Those
radars will likely, though, and depending on their features, assist greatly in the CCG ships
carrying out the security patrol and intelligence functions.

Bollinger Teams Up With Global Powerhouses to Fast-Track
Icebreaker Production for U.S. Coast Guard
https://gcaptain.com/bollinger-joins-global-powerhouses-to-
fast-track-icebreaker-production-for-u-s-coast-guard/

The Seaspan-Aker-Bollinger proposal of the Canadian Multi- [ =%~ =
Purpose Icebreaker MPI design for the USCG icebreaker "... |~ &
also shares a common platform with Canada’s future L
icebreaker fleet—enhancing interoperability and creating what could become the world’s largest class
of multi-mission icebreakers."

This could be greatly useful for interoperability in sparing, maintaining and training (putting aside
international relations). A 'MPI Users Group.'

Other Sources

#Arctic

NATO warships conduct training in Arctic
https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/nato-warships-conduct-training-in-arctic/

Comments from contributor: The article had the words "A NATO maritime task
group has been operating in the Arctic and High North ..." That led to the question
whether there 1s a Canadian definition of "High North?" The UK MoD publication
"The UK’s Defence Contribution in the High North"
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6241cd63d3bf7{32b2e52515/The_UK
_s_Defence_Contribution_in_the High North.pdf) has "The High North is less easily
defined, but we take it to be the Greater Arctic, including parts of the North Atlantic,
for the purposes of this Strategy." 'Greater Arctic' is not defined. Not helpful.

In response, a senior Arctic-related staff in Global Affairs Canada advised there is no
official description. Generally speaking, the (European) High North can be considered
as areas of the North Atlantic, Northern Europe and Arctic that are within SACEUR’s
Area of Responsibility.



https://rusi-ns.ca/
https://rusi-ns.ca/
https://gcaptain.com/terma-surveillance-radar-system-delivered-by-sperry-marine-to-seaspan-shipyards-for-canadian-coast-guard-polar-icebreaker-and-mpi-programs/
https://gcaptain.com/terma-surveillance-radar-system-delivered-by-sperry-marine-to-seaspan-shipyards-for-canadian-coast-guard-polar-icebreaker-and-mpi-programs/
https://gcaptain.com/terma-surveillance-radar-system-delivered-by-sperry-marine-to-seaspan-shipyards-for-canadian-coast-guard-polar-icebreaker-and-mpi-programs/
https://gcaptain.com/terma-surveillance-radar-system-delivered-by-sperry-marine-to-seaspan-shipyards-for-canadian-coast-guard-polar-icebreaker-and-mpi-programs/
https://gcaptain.com/bollinger-joins-global-powerhouses-to-fast-track-icebreaker-production-for-u-s-coast-guard/
https://gcaptain.com/bollinger-joins-global-powerhouses-to-fast-track-icebreaker-production-for-u-s-coast-guard/
https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/nato-warships-conduct-training-in-arctic/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6241cd63d3bf7f32b2e52515/The_UK_s_Defence_Contribution_in_the_High_North.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6241cd63d3bf7f32b2e52515/The_UK_s_Defence_Contribution_in_the_High_North.pdf

#Arctic #Russia

Ukraine's Drones Pierce Russia’s Arctic Bastion
https://theforge.defence.gov.au/article/ukraines-drones-pierce-russias-arctic-bastion
"Operation Spider Web stands as a stark testament to how modern drone warfare is
eroding Russia’s age-old reliance on strategic depth and harsh geography for security.
Once shielded by vast tundras and frigid expanses, the Arctic bastion has proven
vulnerable to small, cheap, and highly adaptable unmanned systems that slip through
radar gaps and strike at the very core of Russia’s second-strike capabilities."

#artificial intelligence #information operations

A Pro-Russia Disinformation Campaign Is Using Free Al Tools to Fuel a ‘Content
Explosion’
https://www.wired.com/story/pro-russia-disinformation-campaign-free-ai-tools/

#Australia

Australia, Japan sign major naval agreement
https://www.semafor.com/article/08/05/2025/australia-japan-sign-major-naval-
agreement

"Canberra awarded a huge contract to a Japanese firm to build advanced warships for
Australia’s navy, deepening military ties between two nations increasingly wary of
Chinese expansionism. The agreement, the biggest of its kind in the countries’ history,
involves the sale of 11 stealth frigates able to launch long-range missiles, significantly
expanding Australia’s maritime defense capabilities. Though neither side disclosed
details, state broadcaster ABC said the initial contract for three ships was worth about
$6.5 billion, and is part of a wider restructuring of the country’s military, with a focus
on countering China’s navy. The deal comes amid a broader expansion of defense
spending worldwide, with European powers in particular looking to wean themselves
off US dependence."

Comment from a colleague: One who greatly knows shipbuilding in Canada and
internationally: "Australia is a country with defence truly on the move. Canada
should take a lesson and not restrict naval shipbuilding to Canadian selected yards. If
that was reversed, maybe our fleet would grow much faster."

Further comment from contributor: Whether NSS 2.0 would countenance ships being
built in foreign yards is a question (hmm, there's the icebreaker being partly built in
Finland). But if the objective is to ready the navy because it's 1939 again, and to
avoid over expanding the Canadian shipbuilding sector, then maybe a temporary
surge of foreign-built ships is the way to go.

#defence procurement
Canadian Rangers’ rifles to be upgraded next year
https://nunatsiag.com/stories/article/canadian-rangers-rifles-to-be-upgraded-next-year/

Let's talk about the economics of the F-35 review
https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/lets-talk-about-the-economics-of

#drones

Frontline Fusion: The Network Architecture Needed to Counter Drones
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/frontline-fusion-the-network-architecture-needed-to-
counter-drones/
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The Marines now have an official drone-fighting handbook
https://www.marinecorpstimes.com/news/your-marine-corps/2025/08/04/the-marines-
now-have-an-official-drone-fighting-handbook/

Haven't yet found online a copy of "Small UAS/Counter-small UAS Integration
Handbook."

Inside the Navy’s Ghost Fleet: Uncrewed ships are here
https://taskandpurpose.com/tech-tactics/navy-darpa-drone-ships/

Comment from contributor: Nothing new here for those who are reading about
drones, but is a reasonable summary.

#drones #China

PRC Concepts for UAV Swarms in Future Warfare
https://www.cna.org/analyses/2025/07/prc-concepts-for-uav-swarms-in-future-
warfare

#drones #cyber operations

Mesh Network Device Discovered in Russian Gerbera Decoy Drone
https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/mesh-network-device-discovered-in
Mesh ops!

#drones #information operations

It’s Time to Think About (and Fear) Drones and Psychological Operations
https://warontherocks.com/2025/07/its-time-to-think-about-and-fear-drones-and-
psychological-operations/

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War

US to Send 33,000 Auterion Skynode AI Drone Kits to Ukraine
https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/breaking-us-to-send-33000-auterion
Term alert: "software-defined warfare."

Ukraine's Igla Missile Robot Is Made for Ambushing Russian Helicopters
https://www.trenchart.us/p/ukraines-igla-missile-robot-is-made

#drones #warfare

Fighting with Robots: The Time to Prepare is Now
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/fighting-with-robots-the-time-to-prepare-is-now/

"By investing in education and training tailored to robotic integration, we will ensure
that future leaders are not just operators of technology, but commanders of it."

#history

The Navy Dividend - Nova Scotia Built The Navy and the Navy Built Nova Scotia
https://thebeens.substack.com/p/the-navy-dividend-nova-scotia-built

Comment from contributor: <grin> This should start a conversation on whether
Halifax is a military or navy town!

Further comment from contributor: Makes some sense. I'll start by saying Halifax is
a Navy town. I recall when I came here in 1964 there were still 50 warships in the
harbour, and it was a bit of a heartbreak over the years as ship over ship was taken
away and broken up, not to be replaced by new ones. One had the sense at the time
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that this was not going to end well for Halifax, Nova Scotia or Canada in the long
run. Let us hope we are on a new track and the new ships just starting down the line
will do the trick. Now, as for an aircraft carrier...

#information operations
Exploring the context of online images with Backstory
https://deepmind.google/discover/blog/exploring-the-context-of-online-images-with-

backstory/

Handbook on countering disinformation
https://cpd.gov.ua/en/manuals/manual-on-countering-disinformation/

Handbook “Weapons of Information Warfare”
https://cpd.gov.ua/en/manuals/handbook-weapons-of-information-warfare/

#information operations

Narratives Under Fire: Information Warfare Lessons from India—Pakistan and
Ukraine—Russia
https://smallwarsjournal.com/2025/07/31/information-warfare-lessons/

"As information warfare becomes central to modern conflicts, states must prioritize
credible communication to manage escalation and maintain alliances. The rise of Al,
deepfakes, and drones amplifies these challenges, demanding adaptive strategies.
How can militaries balance transparency with security in this era? Investing in open-
source intelligence (OSINT) training and strategic communication infrastructure is
critical to counter disinformation, enhance credibility, and navigate future hybrid
conflicts effectively."

#Indo-Pacific

A Chinese blockade could cripple Taiwan’s electricity, war game warns
https://www.defensenews.com/global/asia-pacific/2025/08/01/a-chinese-blockade-
could-cripple-taiwans-electricity-war-game-warns/

"Energy is the weakest element in Taiwan’s resilience against coercion" — energy as
security resilience and a strategic consideration.

"...the capability to assemble large numbers of merchant ships — and the necessary
crews — would be the most important preparation that Taiwan and the U.S. can
make" — does Canada have merchant ships that can contribute to the number?
Rhetorical question: do CAF wargames include people from sectors such as energy
and shipping?

#intelligence
Sparing the Intelligence Community?
https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/sparing-the-intelligence-community

Intelligence sharing: The boost for businesses
https://www.itpro.com/security/cyber-attacks/intelligence-sharing-the-boost-for-
businesses

#land warfare #drones #Russia-Ukraine War
Terrified & Alone, Ukraine's Few Infantry Mostly Spot Targets for Drones
https://www.trenchart.us/p/terrified-and-alone-ukraines-few
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https://cpd.gov.ua/en/manuals/manual-on-countering-disinformation/
https://cpd.gov.ua/en/manuals/handbook-weapons-of-information-warfare/
https://smallwarsjournal.com/2025/07/31/information-warfare-lessons/
https://www.defensenews.com/global/asia-pacific/2025/08/01/a-chinese-blockade-could-cripple-taiwans-electricity-war-game-warns/
https://www.defensenews.com/global/asia-pacific/2025/08/01/a-chinese-blockade-could-cripple-taiwans-electricity-war-game-warns/
https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/sparing-the-intelligence-community
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https://www.itpro.com/security/cyber-attacks/intelligence-sharing-the-boost-for-businesses
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#land warfare #force development #futurecasting
What is the Army of 2040?
https://warroom.armywarcollege.edu/articles/army-of-2040/

#legal

Fighting Irregular Wars: Is it Time to Rethink the Laws of Perfidy?
https://www.fpri.org/article/2025/07/fighting-irregular-wars-is-it-time-to-rethink-the-
laws-of-perfidy/

#legal #naval warfare #drones

The Philippine Navy Is Preparing a Nasty Surprise for China
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/philippine-navy-preparing-nasty-surprise-for-
china-wl-080525

"The PALID (Philippine Autonomous Littoral Interdiction Drone) unmanned surface
vessel (USV) is designed to be a suicide drone disguised as a civilian boat."
Comment from contributor: One can wonder what are the legalities of disguising
attack vessels as civilian boats? And the ramifications for legitimate civilian craft
operating in the area.

#logistics

Readiness and the Logistics Deterrent Effect
https://warontherocks.com/2025/07/readiness-and-the-logistics-deterrent-effect/
"...the joint force’s ability to maneuver lies almost entirely on the distribution capacity
that can be brought to bear quickly."

Comment from contributor: It's not just having the right material, but having it in the
right place at the right time.

Further comment from contributor: So, does having a defence industry policy make
complete sense without considering the logistics/distribution network to get material
to where it is needed? Especially relevant for a country like Canada which needs to
get its munitions and the like overseas if it is to be available for use.

#maritime security

To keep the world’s data flowing, countries need to quickly fix broken undersea
cables
https://thebulletin.org/2025/07/to-keep-the-worlds-data-flowing-countries-need-to-
quickly-fix-broken-undersea-cables/

Drones, ports and power
https://www.thebroadside.org.uk/p/08-2025-drones-ports-and-power
Changes the force protection calculus.

#naval operations (could also be army and air)

The sad end of RFA Argus is a wake-up call. It’s time for names to be named
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/08/03/rfa-argus-royal-fleet-auxiliary-navy-
defence-culture/

Comment from contributor: This isn't just a story about a ship, it is a story about a
navy and its culture. Probably a story about many navies and their 'can do'

cultures. Is there a lesson to be taken away from this? Is the state of the RCN, people
and equipment, truly understood by the civil leadership and general public? If
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readiness is truly to be assessed and understood, beyond the mind-numbing statistics,
what sort of (war-fighting, war-ready) culture needs to be ensured?
The strategic options of a country are affected by the state of its forces (the means).

#professional military education

The Defence of a Baltic Bridge
https://wavellroom.com/2025/07/25/defence-baltic-bridge-dreams/

Comment from contributor: This article is provided for Dispatches not so much for its
tactical lessons, which assuredly our army readers know well, but as an example of a
style of teaching made famous by "The Defence of Duffer’s Drift," a pedagogy still
useful.

#Russia-Ukraine War
The State of Russia’s War in Ukraine — July 2025
https://substack.com/inbox/post/169262390

#Russia-Ukraine War

Self-Exploding Russians Are Carrying Landmines into Battle—And Blowing Up
When Drones Strike
https://www.trenchart.us/p/self-exploding-russians-are-carrying

A fateful effect of de-motorizing...

Ukraine Will Build 365,000 Air-Defense Drones in 1 Year
https://daxe.substack.com/p/ukraine-will-build-365000-air-defense

Comment from contributor: Battalions win battles, wallets win wars. Out produce,
out last the other side.

#Russia-Ukraine War #armour
Russia is pulling its last old tanks out of storage
https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/07/26/more-t-72b-tanks/

#Russia-Ukraine War #drones #air warfare
Russia built 12 jet bunkers in Crimea. Ukraine’s drones blew through them
https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/08/06/russian-bombers-destroyed-summer/

#Russia-Ukraine War #land warfare

What the US Army is learning from Russian losses in Ukraine
https://taskandpurpose.com/tech-tactics/army-russia-ukraine-lessons-learned/
report: How Russia Fights - A Compendium of Troika Observations on Russia's
Special Military Operation
https://www.army.mil/article/286922/how_russia_fights

Blog comment: How Russia Fights
https://tacticalnotebook.substack.com/p/how-russia-fights

#Russia-Ukraine War #naval warfare

Ukraine Has Innovated Naval Warfare
https://centerformaritimestrategy.org/publications/ukraine-has-innovated-naval-
warfare/

#security strategy
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How to write a National Security Strategy (Canada take note)
https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/how-to-write-a-national-security

#strategy
Modern Errors in Discussions on Strategy
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/modern-errors-in-discussions-on-

strategy/

The Foundation of Strategic Thinking
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/the-foundation-of-strategic-

thinking/

Strategy and Grand Strategy
https://www.iiss.org/publications/adelphi/2024/strategy-and-grand-strategy/
Only the introduction but worth a read by strategy students (and strategists).

Strategy and Grand Strategy: What Students and Practitioners Need to Know
https://press.armywarcollege.edu/monographs/430/

How to write a defense strategy that sticks
https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2025/08/how-write-defense-strategy-
sticks/407157/

#strategy #information operations
Is Warfare Becoming More Performative?
https://warontherocks.com/2025/08/is-warfare-becoming-more-performative/

#warfare

Lessons from the 1866 Battle of Lissa
https://wavellroom.com/2025/07/30/lessons-from-the-1866-battle-of-lissa/
Comment from contributor: Taking a lesson from a battle to take care when taking
lessons from battles.

#warfare #drones

NATO Should Not Replace Traditional Firepower with ‘Drones’
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/rusi-defence-systems/nato-
should-not-replace-traditional-firepower-drones

Comment from contributor: 1t is a lesson of history that new, maybe disruptive,
technology is best introduced carefully, allowing for retention of old capabilities even
if ultimately they are limited in applicability.

#warfare #drones #project management
Drones Aren’t Swarming Yet — But They Could
https://warontherocks.com/2025/08/drones-arent-swarming-yet-but-they-could/

#wargaming #artificial intelligence

Wargaming is having its ‘Moneyball” moment
https://www.defensenews.com/opinion/2025/07/29/wargaming-is-having-its-
moneyball-moment/



https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/how-to-write-a-national-security
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/modern-errors-in-discussions-on-strategy/
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/modern-errors-in-discussions-on-strategy/
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/the-foundation-of-strategic-thinking/
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/the-foundation-of-strategic-thinking/
https://www.iiss.org/publications/adelphi/2024/strategy-and-grand-strategy/
https://press.armywarcollege.edu/monographs/430/
https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2025/08/how-write-defense-strategy-sticks/407157/
https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2025/08/how-write-defense-strategy-sticks/407157/
https://warontherocks.com/2025/08/is-warfare-becoming-more-performative/
https://wavellroom.com/2025/07/30/lessons-from-the-1866-battle-of-lissa/
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/rusi-defence-systems/nato-should-not-replace-traditional-firepower-drones
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/rusi-defence-systems/nato-should-not-replace-traditional-firepower-drones
https://warontherocks.com/2025/08/drones-arent-swarming-yet-but-they-could/
https://www.defensenews.com/opinion/2025/07/29/wargaming-is-having-its-moneyball-moment/
https://www.defensenews.com/opinion/2025/07/29/wargaming-is-having-its-moneyball-moment/

Comment from contributor: Yes, except that the data is so often skewed or cherry
picked ... you can make a wargame depict any future you like. The article "Your
Boss, Players, and Sponsor: The Three Witches of War Gaming" (https://digital-
commons.usnwc.edu/nwe-review/vol67/iss1/5/) warns against wargaming to get the
answer you already want.

Odds and sods...

Ice Navigation in Canadian Waters
https://www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/publications/icebreaking-deglacage/ice-navigation-
glaces/page06-eng.html

Interesting and useful content here for the general public:
Chapter 1: Icebreaking and Shipping Support Services
Chapter 2: Regulations and Guidelines

Chapter 3: Ice Climatology and Environmental Conditions
Chapter 4: Navigation In Ice Covered Waters

Chapter 5: Vessel Design and Construction for Ice Operations
Annex I: Terminology for Ice, Navigation and Vessel Design
Annex II: Reference Material

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War

Drone-Dropped Electric Bikes Save Ukrainian
Soldier Trapped Behind Enemy Lines

https:// www.twz.com/news-features/ukrainian-
soldier-rescued-behind-the-lines-by-drone-
dropped-electric-bikes

“This operation was the latest in a growing
trend of troops being rescued by drones,
though most of the time it has been by
uncrewed ground vehicles (UGVs). This
method of evacuation is increasing as mobility
in Ukraine becomes increasingly limited due to
the ubiquity of short-range loitering
munitions.”

So maybe there should be collaborative training between our ambulance units and
drone operating units?

#Russia Ukraine War #armour

Russian Turtle Tanks Can't Climb Hills
https://www.trenchart.us/p/russian-turtle-tanks- |
cant-climb-hills

Earthworks still work against mechanized
forces.
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#Russia-Ukraine War #armour

Forget steel: Ukraine’s new tank armor is rubber
and spikes

https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/08/02/ukraine-
tank-armor-rubber-spikes-vs-drones/

Looks like something out of a Victoria era
science fiction novel.

UK trials stratospheric balloons for ISR and
comms missions
https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/uk-trials-
stratospheric-balloons-for-isr-and-comms-
missions/

"The Ministry of Defence has confirmed the
successful trial of high-altitude balloons
capable of conducting intelligence,
surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) missions
from the stratosphere."

There's still a place for balloon warfare! (Hey,
there's still cavalry...)

Government report: UK high-altitude research and intelligence balloon soars to new
heights
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-high-altitude-research-and-intelligence-
balloon-soars-to-new-heights

Chief of (Australian) Navy 2025 Essay Competition opens

"Entries are now open for the 2025 Chief of Navy Essay Competition. The Chief of
Navy Essay Competition aims to promote knowledge of and interest in a thinking,
fighting Australian Navy." One of the prize divisions is open to international entrants.

Note the topics (they can be taken to be reflective of RAN strategic considerations)
and particularly topic 5: "How would international shipping be organised and
protected in the event of a global conflict and how does this differ from the protection
of shipping from the German u-boat threat in the Atlantic in WWII?" Something
RUSI(NS) members have been discussing.
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The Chief of Navy Essay Competition aims

to promote knowledge of and interest in FOU R DIVISIONS

a thinking, fighting and Australian

1. McKenzie Prize (Open Division).

Navy, MNamed after Honorary Flight Officer Florence
Viclet McKenzie and open to any Australian
or international entrant. PRIZE: $2,000AUD

2. Smith Prize (Australian Defence Personnel
Division). Named after ADML Sir Victor Alfred
I'rumper Smith and cpen to all members of the
Australian Department of Defence, including

TOPICS: (select one) Cadets. PRIZE: 32,000 AUD

3. MacDougall Prize (RAN Youth Division).
Mamed after VADM lan Donald George
MacDeougall and open to all members of the RAN
aged 25 or under at the closing date for
submission of entries. PRIZE: $2,000 AUD
Gaul Prize (Industry Division).

Mamed after David Gaul and open to any
g:\,'n.ploye.e of a company working in support of
Defence in Australia. PRIZE: $2,000 AUD

OUTCOME

The winners of the four Prizes may be invited to
attend an announcement event at the Indo Pacific
Sea Power Conference, 4-6 November 2025 in
Sydney.

The winning essays and honourable mentions will be
published by the ANI in the Australian Naval Review.

Closing Date
30 September 2025 2359 AEsT

LINK TO RULES: nttps://navalinstitute.com.au/home/chief-of-navy-essay-competition/

SAC Notes

O Canada

Canada does not get a trade agreement with the US by 1 August. Apparently, this
does not affect goods covered under the CUSMA, thus Canada actual tariffs at
present is on average still in single digits. One suspects the real fight will occur
during the review of the CUSMA treaty.

Canada to recognize the Palestinian state under the “two state solution.” This is an
unfortunate decision made with future votes in mind vice in the best interests of our
country. This would set conditions for the “Two State Solution” with Israel and the
new sovereign Palestinian state. Prime Minister Carney did set some serious




requirements for this to be fulfilled. All hostages must be released; Hamas must
have no further control in Gaza and cannot be part of any future governance model.
The Palestinian Liberation Organization must democratize and allow for the
common good. From previous performance of Palestinian organizations to meet
this requirement, a good outcome is doubtful at best, but one hopes one is wrong.
The Two State Solution died on 7 October 2023, and it is not likely to succeed this
generation.

National polling shows that Canadians are continuing to doubt the reliability of the
United States as a defence and security partner. Is this true or is it the visceral
dislike of the current President and his policies that are leading to this conclusion?
Despite the ongoing issues such as the trade war, tariffs and 51* state comments,
most working level relationships are continuing as per normal. While the actions of
the current regime are disturbing, American citizens have been generally supportive
of Canada as an ally. We should not forget that point at this time.

Recent stories on Canada’s increased defence budget are disturbing. Most involve
some politician asking for a huge slice of any increased budget. Canadian
Governments of all levels have to remember that before any money is allocated,
there must be a clear understanding of what Canadians through the Federal
Government want their military to be able to do. Most Canadians do not realize
how long our coasts are or how much land sea and exclusive economic Zone nor
aircraft identification zones are. The level of knowledge of Canadians in simple
geography of Canada is beyond most folks’ knowledge. There is a significant
education gap at present before Canadians can make an educated guess. Before a
single dime is spent, this needs to be sorted out and made clear to Canadians what
the government of Canada will expect and how this will be measured for
compliance.

Some equipment needs to be purchased as soon as possible as our current
equipment is long past due for replacement including fighters, surveillance aircraft
all the surface fleet, and our submarine fleet. More importantly, are these a proper
fit and how will the Navy, Army, Air force, Space forces and Special Operations
Troops work within the CAF and with allies. There has been a lack of meaningful
movement on key projects including F 35, PSA and E 7, patrol submarine project,
continental defence corvette amongst a vast number of necessary projects that are
long overdue.

Does Canada have five years, the answer is no. We may have two and with some
diplomacy may be three. We are not ready for what is coming.

Australia

https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/recruitment-surges-in-defence?
Military service is not a difficult career to sell down here.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/comment/swapped-britain-for-singapore/?
Singapore looks good to the Brits!

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/dont-rush-to-meet-trump-prime-minster-lets-work-on-
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United States

Tariffs have caused worldwide issues and have had major effects on the global
trading system. Trump’s moves have caused massive damage to the US and other
economies, and the worst is yet to come. The American public is just now seeing
that his tariffs actually is money taken from US taxpayers in higher costs. Trump’s
understanding of economics appears to be rudimentary at best and disastrous at
worst with little possibility that any improvement is possible.

Moldova

Moldova’s parliamentary elections are scheduled for 28 September 2025. In last
year’s presidential election incumbent President Maia Sandu won the election by
over 10%, mainly due to the votes of the Moldovan diaspora throughout Europe. In
an article by Iryna Kutielieva, Valentyna Romanenko in Ukrainska Pravda on 4
August 2025, wrote that Stanislav Secrieru, National Security Advisor to
Moldova’s president had stated there was a marked increase in disinformation sent
to members of the Moldovan diaspora across Europe. It appears that Russia is now
targeting those individuals who may waiver to prevent a pro-Western victory again.
Ulyana Krychkovska of the Moldovan news outlet Newsmaker wrote on 1 August
2025, that Moldovan authorities discovered a new app in Telegram organized by
Russian supported sources created a scheme of that supported a scheme to provide
illegal funding and voter bribery. The scheme required the interested parties to
provide personal details.

President Sandu has stated in June that Russian efforts are ramping up to affect the
outcome of the next elections. Although there are limited sources to draw on for
current news and information the recent reporting seems to indicate that there is a
determined effort by Russia to “win” the country through the ballot box using under
handed methods.

Moldova is being supported by other European countries such as France and
Romania to thwart some of this effort.

The Kyiv Post reported that “Evghenia Gutul, the head of Moldova's autonomous
Gagauzia region, was sentenced to seven years in prison on Aug. 5 over illegal
funding of the now-banned pro-Russian Shor Party,” The original story was from
the Moldovan news source Newsmaker on 5 August 2025. The article is found at
link: https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/world/moldovan-regional-head-jailed-for-7-
years-over-illegal-funding-of-pro-kremlin-party/ar-AA1JWIVU?

Georgia

Since Georgia’s elections on 26 October 2024, Georgia has been beset by
demonstrations against the elected government. There have been allegations of
election fraud and interference against the “winning” party Georgia Dream. The
party is financed and organized by the Russian — Georgian oligarch, Bidzina
Ivanishvili. He made most of his money in the post Soviet Union in Russia. The
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party allegedly had 54% of the popular vote, something that was argued
immediately by the opposition who suggested that election interference and fraud
were more likely.

Demonstrations broke out almost immediately across the country that have gone on
in fits and starts since the election and essentially have not stopped. The opposition
parties resigned on mass and stated the Georgian assembly was illegitimate.
Legislation was passed in the single party assembly stating that opposition to the
legitimate assembly was illegal. Thousands have been detained over this period. In
more recent times all the key opposition party leaders have been arrested.

The newest effort is the use of the Georgian Orthodox church clergy to attempt to
persuade prisoners to “confess” to their crimes and beg forgiveness of the courts
and ask for clemency. In doing having someone confess, it seems to delegitimise
the movement and its goals and provide as one author put, performance theatre to
help the regime. It does call into question the role of the church and the influence of
the Moscow patriarchy on the Georgian church. Ukraine has seen similar issues
with clergy following the Metropolitan of Moscow to destabilize Ukraine. It is not
unreasonable that the Putin regime would do something similar in Georgia.

Georgia has recently hosted a NAT O exercise, and the government has stated that
it will continue with ascension to the EU after 2028. Once again a former Soviet
republic is walking a tight rope between the West and Russia. This recent
development appears to support that they are pro-Russian.

Belarus

Allegedly, Belarus is supposed to receive the new Russian missile called the
Oreshnik which is capable of carrying a nuclear or a conventional warhead, by the
end of this year. Its location near NATO territory is a new threat. This program was
reannounced on 1 August by Lukashenko and Putin. The question is whether
Russia’s Putin will allow Belarus President Lukashenko to control these weapons is
another question. The other point is that this has been announced a number of
times, lots of talk but little action.

Belarus also has SU 25 aircraft and crews trained to deliver nuclear weapons as
well, but the control of these weapons is still in firm Russian security force control.
Lukashenko and Putin met on Valaam Island this past week where a number of
pronouncements were made. The biggest one and the one most likely to be a fiction
is that the proclamation that no one will bring down Russia and Belarus. Given the
state of their economies at present, this is unlikely to be true in the long term.

Israel-Iran Conflict

The campaign in Gaza is unfortunate, but necessary so long as Hamas remains in
power and largely in control of Gaza’s population. Israel did not attack Gaza on 7
October Hamas attacked Israel in a particularly brutal fashion designed to illicit a
major response. Hamas was the organization that set up a major fortress under Gaza
including factories to build missiles, ammunition depot barracks, training grounds,
weapons firing points all within civilian neighbourhoods and used them to oppose




Israel’s counteractions knowing the result would be the death of their own people.
It is Hamas that fires weapons from inside crowds at Israeli positions and it is their
responsibility for the resulting civilian casualties. It is Hamas that keeps hostages
and refuses to return bodies of the deceased when there were opportunities to end
the conflict. It is Hamas that is the problem in Gaza.

Now the real culprit in this entire mess is the Islamic Republic of Iran that has
outfitted many small and large groups aimed at Israel. They have gotten away
virtually unscathed by the international community, but they are Israel’s actual
enemy and the de facto instigator of this conflict, yet Israel is attacked for
defending itself.

It has been said that Israel can win a hundred times but can only lose once. The
outcome would be similar to 7 October. Israel has to fight and win for its very
existence every time. The UN which has been less than useful in its dealings with
the Palestinians and the world have once again turned their backs and has indirectly
supported terrorism by inaction.

Ukraine-Russia Conflict

The war continues with both sides having achieved local successes across the front.
The biggest challenge is the US Administration dropping the 50 days to come to a
peace agreement to just 10 to 12 days or a major sanctions package will be used.
The US Administration also announced that they sent out two nuclear submarines
in response to Russian pronouncements on the war coupled with high profile hits by
Russian missiles killing a relatively large number of civilians. The question is will
it affect the Russian regime of Vladimir Putin? In a CNN International report with
Frederick Pleitgen covering the US-Russian relationship on 4 August 2025, most
Russians interviewed stated the sanctions will have no effect.

In a story on this issue on CBC radio on 6 August, it was stated that most Russians
still support the war effort. The real problem is whether the comments of
Muscovites really display the real feelings of hard-hit areas of Russia such as
villages and towns in the far east where the male population has been decimated is
another question.

It is also clear that the Russian economy is in poor shape with where business
closures vastly outnumber new business openings by more than two to one.
Inflation continues to grow and with the exception of larger towns and cities, goods
are increasingly hard to find. Can the economy continue? Possibly because of quiet
but steady efforts from Russian allies such as North Korea, Iran and China and to a
certain degree India. Time will tell.

Russia’s attacks seem to target civilian targets although Russia is using drones in
large numbers on the front but using long-range drones and missiles for major
attacks on towns and cities. Ukraine continues to use drone extensively on the front
as well and is increasing production of FPV drones modified to enable a number of
tasks and be able to produce them in great numbers using increasingly sophisticated
technology. The have also developed long-range drones to hit well inside Russia
hitting key industrial targets. The most recent successful attack this week was on




Saki Airfield destroying or damaging five aircraft.

Several media outlets have reported that Ukraine is now able to use the update in
new technology especially in the form of drones within a 10-to-12-day cycle vastly
outpacing Russia’s more ponderous system where quantity has been used as the key
multiplier. Other new technology including lasers and microwave anti-drone
technology is now being actively deployed to eliminate drone as well. The ability to
adapt to the new tech is largely due to the influence of the new Ukrainian Air Force
Commander LGen Anatoliy Kryvonozhko, former commander central air command
in that position since 2015 and served in the 116 Tactical Aviation Brigade. The
position has been vacant for one year after the firing of LGen Mykola Oleshchuk
for his actions surrounding the loss of the first F-16 in combat according to an
article in the Kyiv Independent on 3 August 2025 by Kollen Post.

China

China has always been a country that said one thing yet often has done the opposite.
It has repeatedly called for peaceful negotiations between individual countries and
organizations such as ASEAN and the countries of the CPTPP. At the same time
has conducted major exercises that are meant to intimidate neighbouring countries.
It has often called out the US, UK and the EU for interfering in the Indo- Pacific yet
at the same time provoked individual nations with military treaties with Western
powers. Some Indo-Pacific countries have their own thoughts about the intentions
of the Chinese such as India.

The India and the Philippines have been conducting patrols in the South China Sea
much to the anger of China. India has taken several opportunities to put naval and
air forces in China’s way. India has also taken more interest in developing ties with
Japan, Australia, and the United States in recent years to counterbalance Chinese
power and influence.

China has continued to harass other countries including Taiwan, Japan, the
Philippines again by placing non-naval vessels in the other countries’ territorial
water. In recent weeks that sailed around Australia in a show of force with a cruiser
frigate and support ship. During recent exercises in Australia with nineteen
countries involved including Canada, they sent an intelligence gathering vessel. As
stated before, their statements say one thing and their actions say something else.
China has been hit with major floods including large portions of Beijing. The exact
damage is difficult to measure because of Chinese opacity and reluctance to incur
bad press or anything that calls into question the infallibility of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP).

China’s economy continues to be battered by a combination of poor planning,
corruption, centralized authority and the inability of the CCP let go and allow free
enterprise to grow the economy in favour of central control of resources and wealth.
Essentially, China is held back in many ways by the actions and attitude of the
CCP. This is unlikely to change in the near term, however high unemployment,
corruption, bank failures and natural disasters are making the normally restive
population more volatile.




The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS)
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-
leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html

Memories of the Gulf

The Naval Museum of Halifax is excited to formally invite you to our event
“Memories of the Gulf”. This year marks the 35" anniversary of the being of Gulf
War. More than 4,000 Canadian Armed Forces members served in the Persian Gulf
region between 1990 - 1991. To commemorate this pivotal event in history, the Naval
Museum of Halifax is hosting a gathering (with light refreshments and music) for
Gulf War veterans, their friends and families to come together in celebration of their
service.

The event will be held on August 28", from 1:00 — 3:00 pm at Tribute Tower, Mr.
Mac Room. Please indicate your parking needs with your RSVP.

RSVP’s can be sent to navalmuseumofhalifax@forces.gc.ca no later than August 15%,
2025.

We hope to see you there!
Bonne journée

Le Musée naval d'Halifax est heureux de vous inviter officiellement a notre
événement « Souvenirs du golfe ». Cette année marque le 35¢ anniversaire de la
guerre du Golfe. Plus de 4 000 membres des Forces armées canadiennes ont servi
dans la région du golfe Persique entre 1990 et 1991. Pour commémorer cet événement
crucial dans I'histoire, le Musée naval d'Halifax organise un rassemblement (avec des
rafraichissements et de la musique) pour les anciens combattants de la guerre du
Golfe, leurs amis et leurs familles afin de célébrer leur service.

L'événement aura lieu le 282°% 9¢ 13h00 a 15h00 a la Tribute Tower, Mr. Mac
Room. Veuillez indiquer vos besoins de stationnement avec votre RSVP.

Les RSVP peuvent étre envoyés a navalmuseumofhalifax@forces.gc.ca au plus tard le
15 aott 2025.

Nous espérons vous y voir !
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SAVE THE DATE

Canadian Seapower
2025

Conference: September 26-27, 2025
University of Calgary

Today, Canada faces a more complex and dangerous
security landscape than at any time since the Second
World War. The country is at an inflection point, facing
two great power competitors, a complicated ecosystem
of malign non-state actors, persistent pressures eroding
the rules based international order, and an uncertain
partnership with the United States.

This conference will bring together academics, experts,
and serving and retired naval and coast guard personnel
to examine the emerging maritime security threats facing
Canada and offer ideas for a path forward.
Presentations and discussion will focus on several key
questions:

* What threats does Canada face and how do we
prioritize them?
What platforms and capabilities are needed to
meet emerging challenges?
How does Canada manage hybrid and
below-threshold security threats?
How does Canada recapitalize its fleets to fit into
a broader alliance framework?
How does Canada manage a hostile USA?

+ How does Canada prepare for war?

Join us in Calgary to discuss these vital questions and
build a better understanding of what Canada needs to
survive and thrive in the years ahead.

Admission

Regular: $50.00
Student: Free
Serving Members or GoC: Free

For more information

Website: www.cmsn.ca/seapower
Contact: Mary Anderson | andersmk@ucalgary.ca




