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The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the 

study, promotion and debate of defence, security, and safety issues. 

 

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media 

by the Institute.  Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches 

but may be unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada. 

 

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in 

Dispatches.  Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.  Email to 

RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.  Comments to articles can be from members or non-

members of RUSI(NS).  Any comment in Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author 

and does not necessarily represent the views of the Royal United Services Institute of 

Nova Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other government department, 

the Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or other agency. 

 

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), 

please inform RUSI(NS).  Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting 

RUSI(NS). 

 

Editor’s Notes: The next issue will be 5 September 2025. 

 

Quick links: 

Events 

Publications 

@RUSI_NS on X 

Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook 

Other Sources  

Odds and sods   

 SAC Notes 

 

 

 

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media 
 

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook 

accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com.  Preferably, send the material ready to post. We are 

still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them active. 
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Events 
To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.  RUSI(NS) events are by 

invitation.  If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email 

RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.  RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice.  Email 

RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring. 

 

RUSI (NS) Events: 

 

10 September, Wednesday: Presenting LCol Labbe and “The Drone Revolution: 

Meeting Today’s Threats, Shaping Tomorrow’s Capabilities.” A hybrid event 

from13-1500 hrs AST at the Naval Museum of Halifax at Admiralty House, 

Stadacona site of CFB Halifax. Parking is limited so carpooling is suggested. There 

will be a limited number of parking spaces reserved for this event. Please register 

at rusinovascotia@gmail.com attention: Vice President by Saturday, 6 September 

2025, specifying whether you will attend the in-person or the virtual event. If you are 

attending in-person, please let us know if you are using your vehicle or carpooling 

and with whom. Details for the virtual session will be sent out closer to the event. 

Keep in mind that it will be first come first serve for the in-person. There is a 

maximum of 40 seats. 

 

16 September, Tuesday: RUSI NS supports the VAC Ombudsman Townhall with 

Col (Ret’d) Nishika Jardine at the Spryfield Legion from 19-2100 hrs.  

 

15 October, Wednesday: BGen Mark Parsons, Commander 5 Cdn Div. 

 

5 November, Wednesday: Remembrance Dinner.  

 

9 November, Sunday: Remembrance Sunday at the RA Park Memorial. 

 

 

Other Events: 

 

28 August, Thursday: the Naval Museum of Halifax is hosting a gathering (with light 

refreshments and music) for Gulf War veterans, their friends and families to come 

together in celebration of their service “Memories of the Gulf”.  This year marks the 

35th anniversary of the being of Gulf War. More than 4,000 Canadian Armed Forces 

members served in the Persian Gulf region between 1990 - 1991. 13-1500hrs at 

Tribute Tower, Mr. Mac Room.  RSVP to navalmuseumofhalifax@forces.gc.ca no 

later than August 15th, 2025. Poster at newsletter end. 

 

New 4 September, Thursday: RUSI presents “The Strategic Cost of Racial Inequity 

in Defense.” A discussion that goes beyond surface-level diversity and looks at what 

it takes to build institutions that are genuinely representative, trusted, and capable of 

supporting national resilience. Virtual, 0800hrs AST. Register at: 

https://my.rusi.org/events/webinar-the-strategic-cost-of-racial-inequity-in-

defence.html  

 

New 17 September, Wednesday. The Digital Trade and Data Governance Hub 

presents “AI as Governance.” The case is made that AI (like code) is a form of 

governance. He notes that it is a bureaucratic system such as markets, bureaucracy, 
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and democracy. Such systems make “complex human relations tractable.” AI “is a 

technology of governance, asking how AI's capacities to classify information at scale 

affect markets, bureaucracy, and democracy. And AI has its own “mechanisms of 

representation and coordination.” See the article under “Other Sources”. Virtual, 

1100hrs AST. Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/webinar-52-ai-as-

governance-tickets-1537050311859?aff=oddtdtcreator  

 

New 23 September, Tuesday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society 

presentation "What do you mean they had a Uboat? Wargaming integration in the 

German Navy." 1-2:30 pm ADT. Online. To 

register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/what-do-you-mean-they-had-a-uboat-

wargaming-integration-in-the-german-navy-tickets-1554655960829 

 

26-27 September: Canadian Maritime Security Network (CMSN -

 https://www.cmsn.ca/) conference on the future of Canadian Seapower.  Live, 

Calgary.  This will bring together academics, experts and serving and retired naval 

and coast guard personnel to examine the emerging maritime security threats facing 

Canada today, and the complex challenges that will define our future.  At the end 

of Dispatches is a Save the Date poster, with more information to follow 

soon.  CMSN welcomes further dissemination of the event to any colleagues that you 

think may be interested. 

 

New 18 November, Tuesday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society 

presentation "Wargaming at HMCS Venture: Enhancing Naval Officer Training." 7-

8:30 AST.  Online.  To register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wargaming-at-hmcs-

venture-enhancing-naval-officer-training-tickets-1592725247089 

 

 

Wargaming Events:  

 

Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule: 

https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents  

 

16 September, Tuesday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society 

presentation "Naval Wargaming and Quantitative History." 1-2:30 pm ADT. Online. 

To register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/naval-wargaming-and-quantitative-history-

tickets-1052463264957 

 

5 January 2026, Monday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation 

"Army Analytic Wargaming." 7-8:30 pm AST.  Online.  To register: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/army-analytic-wargaming-tickets-1554220036969  

 

 

Publications 
 

Canadian Military Journal (Vol. 25, No. 2, Spring 2025) article by RUSI(NS) member 

LCol (ret’d) Ian MacVicar, “NATO Article 5 and Human Security Interventions,” 

https://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/cmj-article-en-252page37.html  
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Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation "Spyships, Satellites, and 

SAMs" by Canadian Joint Warfare Centre staff [and RUSI(NS) member] David 

Redpath, discussing several professional wargames exploring a wide range of topics 

from spyships to satellites, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhx48Xj8V2Y 

 

RUSI(NS) Comments "A Ground Force Option for an Arctic Policy" by John 

McLearn, Cate Belbin, 10 April 2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/arctic_ground_force/ 

 

RUSI(NS) Paper "Future Aircrew Training for the RCAF" by Murray Lee, 7 April 

2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/future_aircrew_training/ 

 

 

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest 

edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To 

readers of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated. 

 

weekly: 

Naval Association of Canada 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update 

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members 

News 

 

bi-weekly: Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch 

 

monthly: 

Canadian Gunner News 

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews 

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué 

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions 

Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches 

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician 

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt 

Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter 

Veterans Affairs Canada Salute! 

 

quarterly: 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter 
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@RUSI_NS on X 
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca. 

To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS). 

 

Irving Shipbuilding @IrvingShipbuild 21 Aug posted: Today, 

our shipbuilders delivered the future HMCS Robert Hampton 

Gray to the @RoyalCanNavy, the sixth AOPS to be delivered 

to Canada by our team of 2,400 shipbuilders. Thank you to all 

who made this milestone possible. Read 

more: https://shipsforcanada.ca/our-stories/the-future-hmcs-

robert-hampton-gray-canadas-sixth-arctic-and-offshore-patrol-

ship-is-delivered-to-the-royal-canadian-navy 

RUSI(NS) quoted: RUSI(NS) Info Note "Canadian Warship  
 

Acceptance" https://rusi-ns.ca/canadian-warship-acceptance/ Acceptance ('delivery' in shipbuilder's 

language) marks transfer of care & custody of CAN naval ship from shipbuilder to @RoyalCanNavy 

David Pugliese @davidpugliese 16 Aug posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted: Government to follow Canadian military's lead on F-

35, defence minister says https://ottawacitizen.com/public-

service/defence-watch/government-canadian-military-f35 via 

@ottawacitizen 

(https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-

watch/government-canadian-military-f35) 

 
Where’s the Crew? Integrating Autonomous Capabilities in the 

Royal Canadian Navy https://www.navalassoc.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2025/07/Robinson-Crewing.pdf #RCNavy 

@RoyalCanNavy #drones H/T @NavalAssn 
 

APTN News @APTNNews Aug 12 posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted: Many countries like China, Russia, and the United 

States are gaining interest in the Arctic, with shipping routes 

and Arctic defence among the common talking points. Now, a 

new report shows how First Nations in the Yukon contribute to 

Arctic security. 

(First Nations in Yukon need to be more involved in Arctic 

security, defence says report) 
 

https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-news/first-nations-in-yukon-need-to-be-more-involved-in-arctic-

security-defence-says-report/) 

"@CanadianForces deploy on multiple Arctic operations this 

season" https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-

defence/news/2025/08/canadian-armed-forces-deploy-on-

multiple-arctic-operations-this-season.html @RoyalCanNavy 

to deploy task group of frigate, #Arctic & Offshore Patrol 

Vessel & oiler, supported by @RCAF_ARC patrol & transport 

aircraft, on Op LATITUDE surveillance in #Arctic 
 

Public Services and Procurement Canada @PSPC_SPAC 10 

Aug posted: Yesterday, Minister Lightbound was on hand to 

celebrate the naming of the sixth and final Arctic and Offshore 

Patrol Ship in the @RoyalCanNavy’s fleet. The ship bears the 

name of Lt Robert Hampton Gray, a Canadian WWII naval 

hero. 

 
RUSI(NS) quoted: Soon, maybe with delivery of final #Arctic & Offshore Patrol Vessel to 
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@RoyalCanNavy, the @NationalDefence Arctic & Offshore Patrol Ship project will transition to Close 

Out Phase. @IrvingShipbuild still building 2 similar ships for @CoastGuardCan which calls them 

#AOPS 

Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster 9 Aug posted and 

RUSI(NS) reposted: U.S. approves Canada's planned purchase 

of $220M worth of light tactical vehicles. #cdnpoli 

(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canadian-army-buys-us-

joint-light-tactical-vehicles-1.7604940) 

Comments at: "Canada approved for Joint Light Tactical 

Vehicle purchase." 

(https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/canada-

approved-for-joint-light-tactical)  
navaltoday @navaltoday Aug 7 posted: MDA Space to equip 

Canadian Navy’s Halifax-class frigates with 

UASs https://www.navaltoday.com/2025/08/07/mda-space-to-

equip-canadian-navys-halifax-class-frigates-with-uass/ #naval 

#navy #canada #frigate 

RUSI(NS) quoted: Uncrewed air vehicles procured for 

@RoyalCanNavy frigates may be transferred to River-class 

destroyers as former paid off & latter commissioned into   
service. Request also posted for #drones for #RCNavy #Arctic & Offshore Patrol 

Vessels https://canadabuys.canada.ca/en/tender-opportunities/tender-notice/ws4928265172-

doc4963734494 

See also https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/breaking-the-government-of-canada and 

thread at https://x.com/NoahGairn/status/1952739563312419280. 

Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster 7 Aug posted: NATO's 

rearmament reignites age-old defence debate of quantity vs. 

quality #cdnpoli #NATO 

(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/nato-rearmament-debate-

quantity-vs-quality-1.7602691) 

RUSI(NS) quoted: Force development is matter of finding 

balance of capabilities, not either/or, to meet future  

situations/requirements. Not 'fighting the last war' but 'trying to  
be ready to fight the correctly forecast next war'. What @CanadianForces CAN want to meet 

foreign/security policies? 

Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster 22 Jul posted: A Chinese 

research vessel returns to Arctic waters — and it appears 

Canada is watching #cdnpoli #China #ARCTIC 

(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/chinese-vessel-arctic-

surveillance-1.7590513) 

RUSI(NS) quoted: Might @CoastGuardCAN been acting as 

part of "security patrols and the collection, analysis and 

disclosure of information or intelligence"?   
https://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/45-1/bill/C-2/first-reading Or just coincidental routing? 

#Arctic #maritimeSecurity 
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“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook: 
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at https://RUSI-

NS.ca.  To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. 

 
Admiral Tirpitz’ Lesson for China 

https://nationalinterest.org/feature/admiral-tirpitz-lesson-for-

china-jh-081725 

 

"Would the political leadership in Washington, DC really 

hazard the republic’s global primacy for seemingly secondary 

regional goals such as defending Taiwan, upholding freedom 

of the sea in the South China Sea, or helping Japan maintain   
control of the Senkaku archipelago?" 

 

The strategy that the US undertakes in response to any of the three scenarios would affect strategy 

options for Canada.  To what extent would Canada hazard its fleet?  And why?  Hmm, has it just been 

just asked whether there is any 'risk fleet' aspect to the Royal Canadian Navy? 

 

From an Australian colleague: I’m not convinced by this think-piece. The fixation of US 

commentators on Taiwan ignores the key issue China – and the rest of us - have to face and ignores the 

lessons of two world wars and other smaller ones. Germany fell in two world wars not through any lack 

of naval prowess but because it could not protect its overseas sources of supply. In other words, it was 

blockaded into submission. While its continental road, rail and river linkages forestalled the inevitable 

in the Second World War, these were rolled up by the advancing Allies after 1943, while oceanic 

supply was ruled out almost from Day 1. 

  

In turn, the Germans thought they could use this ploy against the Allies, but by 1943 it was clear that 

they couldn’t succeed in this. The Japanese were taught this lesson the hard way, as the supplies 

essential to their war effort (and keeping the home islands fed) dried up with Allied naval and air 

offensives on their oceanic supply lines offensives from 1943 - the forces they had positioned overseas 

were starved into submission. 

  

So what is the lesson? China is not well endowed with natural resources and they know it. Interruption 

of supplies of strategic materials, fuels and foodstuffs from overseas will not only cripple the economy 

and visit serious consequences on the population while hampering its military planning, but also lead to 

the collapse of the current model of China the CCP is pursuing as ‘manufacturer of everything/’ 

  

What we all should be thinking about is not meeting and defeating China's People's Liberation Army 

Navy in battle but how we can sink, capture or blockade every single merchant ship China owns or has 

access to. Call it ‘The Empty Rice Bowl’ strategy for short. 

 

Comment: The article does raise the question of whether the US is withdrawing globally to concentrate 

domestically. If the US indicates complacency over Taiwan, then China won’t hesitate. As for a risk 

fleet aspect Canada can only provide a small contribution but it might be possible - we’d never go it 

alone! So our future is in collaboration with others even if that doesn’t include the USN. 

 
'Behind shop window, we've got next to nothing': CSG25 

exposes diminished Navy at home 

https://www.forcesnews.com/news/behind-shop-window-

weve-got-next-nothing-csg25-exposes-diminished-navy-home 

  

"It's the RFA that makes us a deep water navy, a global navy." 
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The 'pointy end' ships tend to get the attention, but it's the service support and harbour service vessels 

that keep a navy going.  Arguments are being made publicly for the number of surface and submarine 

combatants for the Royal Canadian Navy; the public and maybe government are less aware of what 

logistics and other support vessels should be procured. 

  

Near the end of the Second World War, the Royal Navy concluded that escort and anti-submarine 

support groups needed two vice one escort oiler.  Plus a rescue ship. 

  

When NATO Exercise TEAMWORK 1992 was being planned, challenges in availability of oilers, 

coupled with the fact that participating ships burned different fuels, resulted in task groups being 

formed depending on their fuel, not their nationality.  After the exercise, there were kudos about 

'international interoperability' but the reality was simply logistics. 

 

There remains a question regarding the current build of only two Protecteur-class replenishment oilers 

(AOR) for the Royal Canadian Navy (RCN). How will maintenance routines be staggered to permit the 

most efficient use of them particularly in being tasked to support two RCN task groups, if this is even 

possible?  Once delivered, the follow on years will likely see one ship in refit with the other running, 

which means support on only one coast or the other, depending on demand.  Similarly, 15 River-class 

destroyers being bought does not equate to 15 ships always being able to get to sea once maintenance 

routines are accounted for.  Fifteen ships is a bare minimum and likely will be unable to meet the remit 

of two complete task groups as laid out in the defence policy Strong, Secure, Engaged without some 

major changes to the way maintenance programs are managed.  

  

In terms of the Protecteur-class availability it is likely prudent to consider retaining Motor Vessel 

ASTERIX to meet gaps in support, either east or west, as is done now.  Continued leasing will also 

provide space to: 

1. Ramp up time for the new AOR to become 'operational.' 

2. Provide mitigation if there are growing pains with first-of-class delivery and operations of new 

platforms, as experienced with the Harry DeWolf-class patrol vessels to this day.   

And, finally, there is the question of how the two AOR will be staggered in terms of docking work 

periods to meet operational requirements.  This underscores the fact that with only two AOR the RCN 

will still not be able to meet the defence policy requirement for two task groups. 

  

The 'bathtub' years (the time that frigates were updated resulting in a loss of availability of fleet assets 

in combination with the loss of the Iroquois-class destroyers) had a major impact not only in terms of 

fleet unit availability for Government of Canada requirements but also in terms of both collective and 

individual training.  This resulted in establishing agreements with foreign navies to provide sea time for 

our personnel due to lack of fleet units.  The gathering storm on the horizon will now be the transition 

from frihates to Rover-class destroyers that will require legacy training to continue for the frigates that 

remain, and training to commence for the new platforms. Currently, planning for this eventuality is 

lagging. What is required is a realization that current training requires more focus on synthetic training, 

with more trainers ashore to prepare and maintain both the technical trades and operational trades 

which will require 'people' to both run and maintain those training systems. Something that the RCN 

currently struggles with given only the few trainers that we have. The broader question that needs to be 

answered now: how to meet the training bill?  Two bridge trainers aren't going to cut it. 

  

Moreover, as Canada moves forward with new submarines and corvettes, how will that increase in 

training demand be met, never mind the personnel demand to fill these units.  Going from being able to 

crew one submarine to 12 is, in Navy terms, an order of magnitude in personnel demand.  Like it or 

not, the RCN remains a long way from meeting desired personal strength, regardless of pay increases, 

etc.  The RCN remains challenged in becoming an employer 'of choice' in the near to mid term. 

 



The Canadian Coast Guard dedicates new search and rescue 

lifeboat to service 

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-coast-

guard/news/2025/07/the-canadian-coast-guard-dedicates-new-

search-and-rescue-lifeboat-to-service.html 

video: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=3035416413297387 

 

On first reading the media advisory it may be thought that a  

'lifeboat' is too small for a dedication, but then looking at the  
specifications one realizes that at 19m, 85t, Bay-class vessels aren't really that small.  Does lead to a 

question: At what point does the Canadian Coast Guard (CCG) no longer call a vessel a CCG Ship 

(CCGS)?  The following was provided by one of our CCG colleagues: 

 

The practical cut off is Transport Canada registered vessels (of 15 gross tonnage or more) versus non-

registered small craft (which are typically 12m or less and do not typically require a Certificate of 

Competency to operate). 

 

Prior to about 1990, the earlier and smaller 44-foot search and rescue (SAR) lifeboats and similar small 

vessels were not registered and were commanded by a Coxswain (a Ship’s Crew position in the CCG 

Collective Agreement) rather than a Commanding Officer (a Ship’s Officer position).  As newer classes 

of SAR Lifeboat such as the Arun class were of increased size, horsepower and required certification, that 

model of crewing and vessel registration reevaluated. 

 

Smaller vessels of less than 15 gross tonnage are not registered on the Canadian Vessel 

Register.  Whether the SAR Lifeboats are considered ‘ships’ or ‘boats’ is irrelevant - neither of these 

colloquial terms have any legal standing as they are all ‘vessels’ under the Canada Shipping Act (2001). 

 

In the 1960s and 1970s the smaller SAR vessels up to the 90 foot R-Class (Rally, Rapid, Ready, etc.) 

used the prefix CCGC for ‘CCG Cutter’.  That was a bit of an American affectation, likely related to 

several of the classes being US Coast Guard (USCG) designs and to their USCG derived concept of 

operations.  By tradition, USCG vessels are known as "cutters" in reference to that agency's origins as the 

Revenue Cutter Service. 

 

As for the Bay-class SAR lifeboats, these are quite substantial vessels and are more akin to high-

performance tugs.  To use the unofficial layman's terms, they definitely can be characterized as small 

ships rather than large boats. 

 
Beyond Icebreakers: The United States Needs a Bold New 

Approach to Arctic Security Equipping in an Era of Strategic 

Competition 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/beyond-icebreakers-the-united-

states-needs-a-bold-new-approach-to-arctic-security-

equipping-in-an-era-of-strategic-competition/ 

A call for "modular ships, mobile missiles, alliance 

partnerships, and multinational logistics."  All of that is going   
to be hard, especially as the staid old approach has been disrupted.  Partnerships start with 

trust.  Multinationalism is built on trust. 
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Seaspan awards Master Service Agreement to BC-based Tri-

Metal Fabricators for heavy Polar Icebreaker 

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/seaspan-

awards-master-service-agreement 

  

"TMF is sourcing class-certified steel materials from 

Stigterstaal Canada, reinforcing collaboration between local 

suppliers and creating additional industrial synergies under the 

NSS." 

One wonders how long it will take to produce the steel for the   
Polar icebreakers.  A few days?  Steel for warships is highly specialized and not produced by most steel 

producers, including those in Canada. There isn’t enough throughput needed of this highly specialized 

steel for Canadian steelmakers to adjust operations to produce it.  All the steel for a River-class 

destroyer would be about half a day's throughput for Algoma Steel (steel for the destroyers is coming 

from the Netherlands, but the supplier, Stigterstaal, has set up operations in Canada and created 

Canadian job). It is simply not worth the investment for companies to adjust.  It would also take a lot of 

additional investment to practice the art enough to actually produce usable warship steel. 

 
Seaspan's news release "Seaspan signs MoU with Ontario-

based Stigterstaal Canada & Algoma Steel" 

(https://www.seaspan.com/press-release/seaspan-signs-mou-

with-ontario-based-stigterstaal-canada-algoma-steel/) led to a 

comment that the general public and media (even politicians) 

would benefit from a short primer explaining ship/marine 

steel: Class versus non-Class, submarine, icebreaker, 

etc.  Even some simple googling shows how complex marine 

steels are.  In response to a query, the following was received: 

This article shows how this is shaping up.  First step is ABS   
recognizing steel produced to CSA standards as marine grade equivalent. 

"Ontario Shipyards Welcomes Algoma Steel as Exclusive Steel Supplier for Team Vigilance" 

(https://canadadefencejournal.com/2025/04/27/ontario-shipyards-welcomes-algoma-steel-as-exclusive-

steel-supplier-for-team-vigilance/) 

This source provides a pretty simple explanation on marine grade metals in general. 

"A One-Stop Guide to Marine Grade Metals" (https://www.kloecknermetals.com/blog/a-one-stop-

guide-to-marine-grade-metals/) 

 
Space Force wargame could inform framework for allied info 

sharing 

https://www.defensenews.com/space/2025/08/07/space-force-

wargame-could-inform-framework-for-allied-info-sharing/ 

The Canadian Joint Warfare Centre Wargaming Section is 

designing and running space-oriented wargames, and also 

collaborating with allies about space-related matters.  The 

section received a Chief of Defence Staff Commendation  
for their work running space games in Japan and Australia. 

 
Sabre-Rattling in the Baltic Sea 

https://www.gmfus.org/news/sabre-rattling-baltic-sea 

  

NATO's Operation BALTIC SENTRY, part of "steps to 

prevent, detect, respond to and deter threats against undersea 

infrastructure", is an example of the sort of activity Canada 

should consider and be ready to implement in our regional 

waters.  
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#AI 

AI as Governance 

https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-polisci-040723-

013245  

 

#AI #biosecurity 

Dissecting America’s AI Action Plan: A primer for biosecurity researchers 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/commentary/2025/08/dissecting-americas-ai-action-plan-

a-primer-for-biosecurity.html  

 

#anti-submarine warfare 

Atlantic Bastion: The Future of Anti-Submarine Warfare. 

https://www.fpri.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/fpri_atlantic-bastion_2025_web.pdf  

Comment: A UK perspective. It will be interesting to see if and how the need for 

government efficiency can be effectively balanced with the need for failure and 

redundancy to ultimately succeed. 

“The combination of the complexity of the project itself, the importance of persistent 

ASW coverage in the North Atlantic and the tendency of all military innovation to not 

go as planned may lead to failure if significant resilience and redundancies are not 

built into the project from the beginning. Atlantic Bastion, in this regard, is as much 

a test of foresight and collaboration as it is of engineering excellence.” 

 

#Arctic 

Anchored in Action: Operationalizing NATO's Climate Security Plan in the Arctic 

Maritime Domain 

https://www.thearcticinstitute.org/anchored-action-operationalizing-natos-climate-

security-plan-arctic-maritime-domain/ 

 

Military Operations and Arctic Infrastructure Development: Looking to Alaska and 

Australia for Inspiration 

https://www.arcticsecurityinstitute.ca/commentary/military-operations-and-arctic-

infrastructure-development-looking-to-alaska-and-australia-for-inspiration 

 

#Canadian Armed Forces 

The Government of Canada announces new Pay Increase and Benefits package for the 

Canadian Armed Forces. 

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/the-government-of-canada-

announces 

DND backgrounder: Improvements to Compensation and Benefits for the Canadian 

Armed Forces 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/news/2025/08/improvements-

to-compensation-and-benefits-for-the-canadian-armed-forces.html 
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#command #artificial intelligence 

AI is about to reshape command structures that haven’t changed much since Napoleon 

https://theconversation.com/ai-is-about-to-radically-alter-military-command-

structures-that-havent-changed-much-since-napoleons-army-262200 

 

#critical minerals #supply chains 

Securing South Korean Critical Minerals Supply Chains Through Cooperation 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA4000-1.html  

Comment: Two things Canada can consider from the key findings, an opportunity and 

a barrier: sharing economic security information by expanding intelligence sharing 

agreements to include supply chain data, and lack of emphasis on defence industrial 

base supply chain security. 

 

#cyber deterrence 

Rethinking cyber deterrence in a multipolar world 

https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/emerging-insights/rethinking-

cyber-deterrence-multipolar-world  

“…cyber deterrence must be part of an integrated, cross-domain strategy. Deterrence 

should be understood as a continuum of prevention and response measures – 

cumulative, iterative, tailored and grey-zone oriented…[and] consider the 

implications of cyber operations ‘pre-positioning’ for disruptive or destructive attacks.” 

 

#defence industry 

Armoured-vehicle maker Roshel partners with Swedish producer to make ballistic 

steel in Canada 

FYI: https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/economy/article-roshel-partnership-

swebor-defence-melanie-joly-sweden/ 

"Canadian armoured-vehicle maker Roshel is partnering with Swedish steel producer 

Swebor to manufacture ballistic-grade steel in Canada..." 

Comment from contributor: Production of ballistic-grade steel in Canada.  This is the 

sort of defence resiliency we need, and the sort that should be considered as part of a 

Canadian defence industry strategy/policy. 

 

#defence procurement 

The Why, What, and How in Defence Procurement Reform 

https://philippelagasse.substack.com/p/the-why-what-and-how-in-defence-

procurement 

 

Canada’s Procurement System Is Broken. More Transparency Could Fix It 

https://www.cigionline.org/articles/canadas-procurement-system-is-broken-more-

transparency-could-fix-it/ 

 

Not just a bigger budget. Here’s how to reform Defence procurement 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/not-just-a-bigger-budget-heres-how-to-reform-

defence-procurement/ 

 

#drones 

Are drones replacing Air Forces; and is NATO ready for it (2 formats, 49 min listen 

and Substack read) 

https://www.rusi.org/podcast-series/disorder-podcast/ep-135-are-drones-replacing-air-
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forces-and-nato-ready-it  

https://natoandtheged.substack.com/p/double-header-1-in-partnership-with  

 

#drones #naval warfare 

Airborne autonomy is the next frontier in naval power 

https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/airborne-autonomy-is-the-next-frontier-in-naval-

power/ 

Comment by contributor: The article doesn't say anything not already know to those 

paying attention to drones, but it makes some good points with: "...four key enablers: 

interoperability with existing combat systems, AI-driven data processing at the edge, 

robust cybersecurity by design, and training that supports both operators and 

machines in working together effectively. 

 

#economic war 

Canada at economic war. A series of pieces on the topic. The latest one is a 

recommended watch: “Economic Statecraft is Not Economic War” 

https://www.cigionline.org/activities/canada-at-economic-war/  

 

#Indo-Pacific 

Something to keep in mind: China can’t invade Taiwan yet 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/something-to-keep-in-mind-china-cant-invade-

taiwan-yet/ 

 

Deterring a Taiwan Invasion 

https://www.chinatalk.media/p/operation-sho-2go-how-imperial-japan 

Lessons from history, to apply to today's deliberations. 

 

#information operations 

The Royal Navy sails through China’s information domain 

https://www.britainsworld.org.uk/p/the-memorandum-32-2025 

Comment from contributor: Canada may see the same narrative warfare approach 

taken against it when its ships transit the Taiwan Strait in accordance with internal 

law. 

 

Documents detail China's AI-powered propaganda push 

https://www.nextgov.com/cybersecurity/2025/08/researchers-detail-new-gray-zone-

conflict-ai-driven-chinese-propaganda/407358/ 

 

Virtual Manipulation Brief 2025: From War and Fear to Confusion and Uncertainty 

https://stratcomcoe.org/publications/virtual-manipulation-brief-2025-from-war-and-

fear-to-confusion-and-uncertainty/320 

 

#intelligence 

#intelligence 

A Canadian CIA? Why We Need a Foreign Spy Agency 

https://thewalrus.ca/canada-spies/ 

 

Two Public Reports: CSIS and CSE tells their stories 

https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/two-public-reports-csis-and-cse-tells 
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OSINT or BULLSHINT? Exploring Open-Source Intelligence tweets about the 

Russo-Ukrainian War 

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2508.03599 

 

OSINT as a Force Multiplier in Hybrid Warfare 

https://darkosint.blogspot.com/2025/08/osint-as-force-multiplier-in-hybrid.html 

 

#land warfare 

Has Ukraine Proved the Attack Helicopter Is Now a Flying Target With a Trust Fund? 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/has-ukraine-proved-the-attack-helicopter 

Comment from contributor: So, is the attack helicopter no longer something for 

Canada to procure? 

 

Telling the Story: Using Narrative to Synchronize Operations 

https://fromthegreennotebook.com/2025/08/15/telling-the-story-using-narrative-to-

synchronize-operations/ 

 

#logistics 

Military solvency and signs of a system that might not work – why militaries must 

reimagine how they support and sustain forces in a future war 

https://logisticsinwar.com/2025/08/12/military-solvency-and-signs-of-a-system-that-

might-not-work-why-militaries-must-reimagine-how-they-support-and-sustain-forces-

in-a-future-war/ 

 

#maritime security 

Maritime Sabotage: Lessons Learned and Implications for Strategic Competition 

https://www.cna.org/analyses/2021/10/maritime-sabotage-and-implications-for-

strategic-competition 

 

Trojan Cargo: The Strategic Threat of Weaponised Shipping Containers 

https://channel16-dryadglobal-

com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/channel16.dryadglobal.com/trojan-cargo-the-strategic-

threat-of-weaponised-shipping-containers 

Comment by contributor: To what extent potentially weaponized containers are 

sought and tracked by military intelligence and departments like Transport Canada 

Marine Security? 

 

#medical 

ASPISMEDICAL 

https://www.ctm-e.org/aspismedical 

"A monthly publication from Counter-Terrorism Medicine Europe..." 

 

#remote work #crime #national security 

North Korean hackers ran US-based “laptop farm” from Arizona woman’s home: 

North Korea made millions from the scheme 

https://arstechnica.com/security/2025/07/north-korean-hackers-ran-us-based-laptop-

farm-from-arizona-womans-home/  
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#Russia #nuclear strategy  

Understanding Russian strategic culture and the low-yield nuclear threat 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA3859-1.html  

Comment: The hardest part of deterrence is understanding the other side’s rationale: 

what are their motivations, how will they react. An ‘irrational’ actor is a perception, 

that actor is acting rationally within their own context. This article provides insights 

into Russian strategic reasoning to make recommendations for NATO based on a key 

finding: Russia has “…a zero-sum worldview, a persistent sense of vulnerability, and 

narratives about state survival. These characteristics underpin the Russian leadership's 

reliance on NSNWs as essential tools for securing national security.” However, the 

authors also find Russia cautious, with a preference for escalation control. 

Understanding the Russian strategic culture better is necessary to mitigate escalation 

risks.   

 

#Russia-Ukraine War 

Ukraine's Gepard Gun Vehicles Are Blasting So Many Russian Drones That Ammo Is 

Running Out 

https://www.trenchart.us/p/ukraines-gepard-gun-vehicles-are 

It's the logistics! 

 

Ukraine Unveils New Camo Uniforms: From Soviet Green to MM-25 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/ukraine-unveils-new-camo-uniforms 

Come a long way from different sides in the English Civil War wearing different 

sprigs of flowers... 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #armour 

Russian infiltrators near Pokrovsk are about to get the tank treatment 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/08/14/leopard-1a5-pokrovsk/ 

"It’s not for no reason that, last month, Ukraine lost more tanks in action than Russia 

did—a first in this wider war." 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #artificial intelligence #drones 

https://www.dagens.com/war/krainian-sniper-sets-world-record-with-ai-assisted-4km-

kill-shot 

"... the sniper relied on an indirect fire system. This means he never actually saw the 

target with his own eyes.  Instead, a drone relayed visual data to a fire-control system 

enhanced with AI, which calculated distance, wind, and other variables." 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #drones 

Unmanned ground vehicles ‘really crucial’ in fight against Russia: Ukrainian official 

https://breakingdefense.com/2025/08/unmanned-ground-vehicles-real-crucial-in-

fight-against-russia-ukrainian-official/ 

 

Robot Counterattack! Ukraine Rolls Gun-‘Bots into Brutal Pokrovsk Battle 

https://www.trenchart.us/p/robot-counterattack-ukraine-rolls 

 

How Drones Have Taken Over the Ukraine War 

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/how-drones-have-taken-over-ukraine-war-sa-

081425 
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#space #wargaming 

Space Force wargame could inform framework for allied info sharing 

https://www.defensenews.com/space/2025/08/07/space-force-wargame-could-inform-

framework-for-allied-info-sharing/ 

 

#strategy 

Strategy and Grand Strategy - Two Theories 

https://www.iiss.org/online-analysis/online-analysis/introduction-two-theories/ 

 

#strategy #Russia-Ukraine War 

What Russia and Ukraine Can Learn from the American Civil War 

https://nationalinterest.org/feature/russia-ukraine-american-civil-war-jh-080725 

"If operational art is about massing superior combat power at the time and place of 

battle in order to win, thinning out combat power is an augury of eventual defeat." 

 

#United States Navy 

Defense Primer: Naval Forces  

https://news.usni.org/2025/08/14/defense-primer-naval-forces-2 

 

#wargaming #space 

Could this wargame shape the future of the Space Force? 

https://www.defensenews.com/space/2025/08/18/could-this-wargame-shape-the-

future-of-the-space-force/ 

"...the team will publish an evaluation report that it will provide to its allies, which 

will describe lessons learned and ask for similar input from those partners." 

Hopefully Canada is one of those partners. 

 

#water security 

Deep-Sea Desalination Pulls Fresh Water from the Depths 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/deep-sea-desalination-pulls-drinking-

water-from-the-depths/  

 

 

Odds and sods… 
 

The Government of Canada Honours Lieutenant-General (Retd) Larry Ashley as a 

Hometown Hero 

https://www.canada.ca/en/parks-canada/news/2025/08/the-government-of-canada-

honours-lieutenant-general-retd-larry-ashley-as-a-hometown-hero.html 

Congratulations to LGen Ashley, honoured to have him as a RUSI(NS) member. 

 

Should Canada order more wildfire-fighting 

water bombers? There’s a wait 

 

“Canada is the leading supplier of the specialized 

aircraft, but we aren’t first in terms of orders.” 

 

https://www.saltwire.com/nova-scotia/super-

scooper-wildfire-forest-plane-firefighting-canadian-

built   
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How Turkey’s New Ocean-Skimming TALAY 

Drone Could Revolutionize Sea Warfare  

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/how-

turkeys-new-ocean-skimming-talay-drone-

could-revolutionize-sea-warfare-bw-081525 

  

"...it launches directly from water without 

modifications..." 

 

A wing-in-ground (WIG) drone!  It may be slow, and one wonders how well it works 

in a high sea state (the article indicates it can handle SS3), but the ability to launch 

from water (and, implicitly, recover on water) makes it a potentially potent 

capability.  (I wouldn't go so far as to say it will 'revolutionize' sea warfare - that's a 

word over used by the media.) 

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/how-turkeys-new-ocean-skimming-talay-drone-could-revolutionize-sea-warfare-bw-081525
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Drone Training for Cadets 

 

40,000 more cadets by 2030 as youth set for 

drone training 

https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/40000-more-

cadets-by-2030-as-youth-set-for-drone-training/ 

 

and (image right): Ministry of Defence on X 

20 Aug: Latest Defence Intelligence update on 

the situation in Ukraine - 20 August 2025. Find 

out more about Defence Intelligence's use of 

language: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/defence-

intelligence-communicating-probability 

#StandWithUkraine / X 

(https://x.com/DefenceHQ/status/19581050876

09344268) 

 

At RUSI(NS) SAC meetings the last couple 

months there has been discussion about drone   

training for Canadian cadets and other young people.  If any RUSI(NS) member is up to 

writing something, that would be appreciated. 

 

Chief of (Australian) Navy 2025 Essay Competition opens 

 

"Entries are now open for the 2025 Chief of Navy Essay Competition. The Chief of 

Navy Essay Competition aims to promote knowledge of and interest in a thinking, 

fighting Australian Navy."  One of the prize divisions is open to international entrants. 

 

Note the topics (they can be taken to be reflective of RAN strategic considerations) 

and particularly topic 5: "How would international shipping be organised and 

protected in the event of a global conflict and how does this differ from the protection 

of shipping from the German u-boat threat in the Atlantic in WWII?"  Something 

RUSI(NS) members have been discussing. 

https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/40000-more-cadets-by-2030-as-youth-set-for-drone-training/
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SAC Notes 

 

O Canada 

 

Foreign interference watchdog to be named next month, public safety minister says 

– CBC - Elizabeth Thompson 19 August 2025. Foreign interference was well 

documented and reported by Justice Hogue within the parameters of the inquiry. 

China was specifically mentioned. As we saw with the last government, there is 

still a lack of urgency to move things forward on security issues. 

 

It also does not address the Canadian Government’s apparent blindness to groups 

that have conducted and continue to create turmoil such as the former group “Tamil 

Tigers”, Khalistani Separatist movement, and more recently, pro-Palestinian 



terrorist organization supporting Hamas and Hezbollah. These are now internal 

Canadian problems. They do affect our relationship with allied countries. There has 

been too much latitude to groups that do not have Canada’s best interests at heart. 

 

One of the biggest issues facing the Canadian Armed Forces is the instability of the 

various systems to produce service personnel. As discussed before there is 

something wrong about a system that attracted more than 350 000 inquiries but 

only took 13000. There is still something wrong with that process. 

 

Potential recruits from other countries often wait months for a security check and 

even an enhanced reliability check. Even young Canadians have issues due to this 

bottleneck. 

 

The training system has become so anemic that it forces hundreds if not thousands 

into the Basic Training List and some end up in “Personnel Awaiting Training” 

platoons for prolonged periods of time until enough are available or instructional 

personnel are freed up from other courses. This is a deterrent to young folks 

awaiting training and many simply leave. There has got to be a better way to keep 

people professionally occupied. Prior to the Second World War, the regular 

regiments often ran courses for even one recruit. Not the most efficient admittedly 

but it did emphasize to the young soldier that they were important and necessary. 

Another option was to train folks on areas that were unclassified to a degree but 

considered major impediments to success such as naval communicators. The 

instructors put extra training pre-security clearance on areas with a higher failure 

rate and trained the individuals prior to the actual course. The tests of the 

knowledge were immediate and those unclassified Performance Objectives (POs) 

were completed. 

 

The training system is built more for the system rather than the individual. On Job 

Training should not be overlooked. The Navy’s try the Navy program is a good 

example as were the student summer programs. These all give young folks an 

opportunity to “test” whether the forces were right for them. A little imagination 

would help, having people sit around is not helpful. 

 

The Chief of Defence Staff has suggested that the recovery would take five years. 

While this would be excellent in less exciting times, we are likely looking at major 

operations in the Arctic, the Atlantic, Europe, the Middle east and Southeast Asia 

within a much shorter period. Do we have a plan to “mobilize”? The Canadian 

Government seems to be waking up but still lacks the urgency that present 

circumstances need. 

 

Australia 

 

Brian Wentzell has been first rate about providing content from down under. 

Australia and Canada come from the same cloth and have developed in many ways 

that are similar. Australia lives in a worse neighbourhood with many very real 

threats. Canada until 2014, felt relatively safe, but a resurgent Russia started to 

display more than a little interest in Canada’s North and the later invasion of 

Ukraine in late 2014 followed by Russian actions in February 2022. Australia faces 

China and both Australia and Canada have been subjects of China’s “Three Wars 



Concept” including information warfare, financial warfare and lawfare. This has 

not changed. The reactions of the two countries have been different. Keep this in 

mind when reading the Australian articles. 

 

https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/recruitment-surges-in-defence? 

Military service is not a difficult career to sell down here 

 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/comment/swapped-britain-for-singapore/? 

Singapore looks good to the Brits! 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/actually-china-cant-put-australia-over-an-economic-

barrel/? 

This is an interesting article concerning the lack of impact by Chinese economic 

measures against Australia 

 

https://gcaptain.com/uscgc-storis-a-look-at-americas-newest-arctic-icebreaker/? 

Attached is an article on the new USCG icebreaker Storis 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/france-updates-strategic-documents-and-its-

relationship-with-australia/? 

France is not to be forgotten in this area of the world 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/not-just-a-bigger-budget-heres-how-to-reform-

defence-procurement/? 

The attached is a very interesting article on Aus defence procurement. 

 
https://breakingdefense.com/2025/08/super-carriers-smaller-carriers-rise-across-the-

indo-pacific/? 

To carrier or not to carrier seems to be a current question in the Indo-Pacific area. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/facing-china-on-two-fronts-the-us-needs-strategic-

focus/? 

Attached is an interesting article on the need for focus in the US on foreign and 

defence policy. 

 
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://aspi.cmail20.com/t/j-l-wkyuuky-irtjdhklz-
h/&source=gmail&ust=1755756533348000&usg=AOvVaw2fdr5vzukhu733JIJ4yuo1 

The attached call for Aussie interest and action in the South Pacific island countries 

suggests that there is opportunity for Australia to be the "real" leader of this part of 

the Pacific southwest area. It would be interesting to see how the USA and China 

would view that. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/northern-australia-from-developing-economy-to-

national-powerhouse-if-we-choose-to-act/? 

Irrespective of my comments concerning a greater role for Australia in the 

Southwest Pacific region, one must also consider national Australian government 

challenges and opportunities in its own Northern territory. This is the reality this 

country faces. 

 
https://breakingdefense.com/2025/08/nordic-countries-canada-signal-support-for-

https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/recruitment-surges-in-defence
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/comment/swapped-britain-for-singapore/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/actually-china-cant-put-australia-over-an-economic-barrel/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/actually-china-cant-put-australia-over-an-economic-barrel/
https://gcaptain.com/uscgc-storis-a-look-at-americas-newest-arctic-icebreaker/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/france-updates-strategic-documents-and-its-relationship-with-australia/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/france-updates-strategic-documents-and-its-relationship-with-australia/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/not-just-a-bigger-budget-heres-how-to-reform-defence-procurement/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/not-just-a-bigger-budget-heres-how-to-reform-defence-procurement/
https://breakingdefense.com/2025/08/super-carriers-smaller-carriers-rise-across-the-indo-pacific/
https://breakingdefense.com/2025/08/super-carriers-smaller-carriers-rise-across-the-indo-pacific/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/facing-china-on-two-fronts-the-us-needs-strategic-focus/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/facing-china-on-two-fronts-the-us-needs-strategic-focus/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://aspi.cmail20.com/t/j-l-wkyuuky-irtjdhklz-h/&source=gmail&ust=1755756533348000&usg=AOvVaw2fdr5vzukhu733JIJ4yuo1
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://aspi.cmail20.com/t/j-l-wkyuuky-irtjdhklz-h/&source=gmail&ust=1755756533348000&usg=AOvVaw2fdr5vzukhu733JIJ4yuo1
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/northern-australia-from-developing-economy-to-national-powerhouse-if-we-choose-to-act/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/northern-australia-from-developing-economy-to-national-powerhouse-if-we-choose-to-act/
https://breakingdefense.com/2025/08/nordic-countries-canada-signal-support-for-ukraine-security-guarantees/


ukraine-security-guarantees/? 

This idea is bold and dangerous. 

 

Note: Unfortunately, to do nothing would be worse, solidarity within the alliance 

will be better for all including the Russian people. 

 

United States 

 

The much-vaunted summit between President Trump and Vladimir Putin ended 

without a general agreement on the way ahead for a peace deal for Ukraine. Putin 

even warned Europe against causing disruptions or other provocations against the 

general process that has been outlined by this summit. He praised the US and 

Trump. 

 

It is increasingly clear that Europe and Ukraine have their hands full. Putin’s 

comments seem to be a clear indication that he intends to push Russia’s false 

agenda and will essentially push for the elimination of Ukraine as a sovereign 

entity. The idea of guarantees of Ukrainian security post war are almost comical 

given past Russian failures to follow previous agreements. He did say something 

truthful; the agreement must end threats but the only country providing threats is 

Russia.  This was a major failure. 

 

The meeting with President Zelensky and European leaders went very well and 

seemed to tip the attitude of the US President towards a more pro-European and 

Ukrainian position. The major point is that the term security guarantees using an 

article like NATO’s article 5, which states an attack on one is an attack on all. This 

is not something Putin wants ever. The European allies have also offered to put 

boots on the ground if and when a comprehensive peace deal is confirmed. This is 

something that no Russian regime wants now or ever, however that is the problem 

Russia could face whether they like it or not. 

 

The US Administration has continued its attack on the scientific community which 

has also affected grants to Canadian institutions.  Other nations including Canada, 

France and China are all welcoming American refugee scientists. This ongoing 

attack on science has implications for the whole world as the Trump administration 

attacks key research and databases. In the long term, it appears the Trump 

administration is determined to bring back a modern dark age and ceding American 

leadership across large areas of scientific research. It is not a good situation. 

Canada should make every attempt to secure databases before they are destroyed 

and recruit research scientists. 

 

It is clear the current administration is not equipped or interested in remaining a 

world leader and is doing everything possible to crash the world order. It gives one 

more than a little pause for concern. 

 

Moldova 

 

Moldova appears to be in a position to speed up its EU membership, passing 

embattled Ukraine. It has received support from several bi-lateral agreements with 

key states such as Romania and France as well as from the EU administration itself. 

https://breakingdefense.com/2025/08/nordic-countries-canada-signal-support-for-ukraine-security-guarantees/


The current Parliament is pro-EU and headed by President Maia Sandu who was re-

elected last year. This parliament is facing elections on 27 September 2025. 

 

The election is being strongly affected by Russian efforts. The main way is through 

the Russian minority located in three areas: Transnistria a breakaway republic with 

a Russian garrison, Gagauzia in the South which recently elected a pro-Russian 

regional governor and the North of the country, sparsely populated by a Russian 

minority. If all participated in the election it is probable that Moldova could elect a 

pro-Russian government this fall. 

 

Moscow has pulled out all the stops including the Russian Foreign Minister stating 

that Moldova could become a second Ukraine. It has also stepped-up provision of 

cash through criminal elements to purchase votes and intimidate local candidates. 

Russia previously tried to infiltrate Russian operatives into the country as well to 

cause low-level trouble. 

 

Moldova could become a Russian puppet if the West is not careful. There is a great 

need for Western support to prevent Russian success through criminal means. 

Moldova is the West’s to lose through a lack of effort. The elected governor of 

Gagauzia was arrested, tried and found guilty of fraud and use of foreign funds. She 

was sentenced to seven years in jail. It is a start. 

 

Georgia 

 

NSTR. The situation remains the same at present. 

  

Belarus 

 

Belarus will be participating in Russian led exercises within Belarus this month and 

into September 2025. A sizable portion of the security forces will deploy 

throughout the country as part of this series of drills including near the Belarus-

Ukraine border. There are fears that Belarus may use this opportunity to enter the 

war on Russia’s side thus endangering Ukraine’s rear areas. 

 

It is unlikely to happen. Alexandr Lukashenko is interested in his own survival and 

a sneak attack would not go down well with Belarus’ neighbours such as Poland. 

Russia’s efforts have been a noticeable disaster in Ukraine with heavy casualties 

and a dying economy. It is hardly the time for Belarus to become involved. Keep in 

mind most Belarus security forces said they would not attack Ukraine two years 

ago. Nothing has changed that likely would change their minds. 

 

Israel-Iran War 

 

The war is between the regime in Iran and Israel. One country is consistently 

accused of genocide and the other country with its acolytes would commit genocide 

if the opportunity presented itself. The solution according to the UN agencies is 

support of the “Two State Solution.”  They also provide information on Palestinian 

losses from the Palestinian Health Authority controlled by the terrorist organization 

known as Hamas. 

 



The UN has not covered itself in glory. It has aided and abetted Hamas by allowing 

over 5 B USD to be used to build a mighty underground fortress with reportedly 

over 450 kms of tunnels. It oversaw an education system that called for the killing 

of Jews not just Israeli ones. Yet, this was not dealt with by the main UN agency 

UNRWA, yet after the horrific attack on 7 October, the condition of the Israeli 

hostages is not dealt with by the UN or the Red Cross or any other agency. 

The” Two State Solution” is a recipe for never ending war, never ending terror, it is 

in fact not a solution at all 

 

Lebanon is rapidly losing the opportunity to free that country from Hezbollah. The 

Lebanese Army has a chance to disarm Hezbollah, yet little action has been taken 

thus far. Israel has made it quite clear that Hezbollah cannot rise again. This is not 

unreasonable given the violence imposed by that organization. 

 

The Houthis still intend to attack Israel as well. In Syria, the new regime is still 

trying to sort itself out. Syria has become a place where Israel and Türkiye are 

rivals for influence along with Iran. 

 

In real terms, there is little hope of long-term peace in this area so long as the 

regime in Iran is not stopped or removed and its proxy organizations brought to 

justice. 

 

Russia-Ukraine War 

 

The war continues unabated. Russia was able to create a fairly sizable breech North 

of Pokrovsk with a nearly seventeen kms advance on two smaller axes.  

 

Unfortunately for them Ukraine acted quickly and decisively cutting the narrow 

axis of advance in two locations killing hundreds and surrounding reportedly over 

1000 troops. Ukraine also made headway in Sumy as well. 

 

Both sides have continued to launch drone and missile attacks including one attack 

on Monday using over 200 drones and ten ballistic missiles against largely civilian 

targets. As per normal, most were eliminated by civilian casualties were higher than 

normal. Ukraine continued its attacks on strategic targets especially oil refineries 

and infrastructure supporting the transport of oil and other petroleum products. At 

the tactical level, both sides are using FPV drones effectively across the entire front 

line. This has not changed but the technology changes every 10 to 12 days. This 

week’s big surprise is Ukraine’s new “Flamingo” missile with a 3000 km range and 

a much higher speed reported to be above 900 kph. It is still in development but 

should be soon in production. 

 

The US-Russia Summit took place in Alaska. It was generally felt by most media 

outlets as a win for Putin who finally is out of the cold globally. He was received on 

a red carpet by President Trump. As was suggested Mr Putin made his demands and 

President Trump received little or nothing in return. After the Russian President’s 

departure, the US President seemed to adopt the Russian talking points. It was not a 

happy sight. President Trump did call President Zelensky immediately after the 

event to pass on the results. 

 



Mr Zelensky quickly devised meetings with key European leaders who also agreed 

to attend meetings in Washington along with President Zelensky which occurred on 

Monday. Unlike the February meeting, Mr Zelensky wore a suit and made a jab at 

the official who asked him why he didn’t wear a suit at that time.   The meeting 

with the president went well and was followed up by a meeting with Mark Rutte, 

head of NATO, Ursula Von der Leyen, head of the EU, PM Starmer of the UK, 

President Macron of France, Chancellor Merz of Germany, PM Meloni of Italy and 

the PM Stubb of Finland. President Zelensky was not alone this time, and the 

meeting went well. Whether President Trump changes his mind and returns to 

Putin’s position is another question. It is not anticipated that the war will end 

anytime soon. 

 

China 

 

There are interesting events going on in China besides the economy which 

continues to show unhealthy aspects including the attacks on private 

enterprise, massive debts at all levels of government, low consumer confidence and 

a growing concern by outsiders about China over production capability. 

Surprisingly it is not the most concerning story. The economy is failing the 

common people, who also see high unemployment, falling wages, higher interest 

rates for loans, failing investments and stagflation. Suffice to say, things are not 

going well. 

 

A new infection is also taking its toll on the population. As per normal the 

Communist Chinese party has been tight lipped about the situation. The collapse of 

dams and other infrastructure coupled with water releases with little warning, has 

caused unrest across the country. These issues and others have caused unrest above 

the normal levels. It has caused concern amongst the very highest leadership of the 

CCP. Not surprisingly, President Xi’s job may possibly be on the line by the 

various factions which make up the CCP. 

 

The current leadership is currently at Beidaihe at the summer gathering of the 

CCP’s aristocracy. Members of the party who achieved at least Vice-Ministerial 

rank. This year is reported to be different starting with the movement of the Beijing 

garrison. The 81 Army Group was moved to the Northeast, and the 82 Army Group 

moved into Beijing with elements providing security at Beidaihe which is unusual 

as the summer gathering is usually protected by the Police of the VIP protective 

service. There are reports that Mr Xi may be put in a position where he must resign 

before or during the Fourth Plenum. Most of this speculation comes from usually 

reliable sources, but factions will link and unlink as is necessary. 

 

One way or another, there is something different occurring at a critical time for the 

Party. There is even speculation the party may not survive if the factions cannot 

come to a mutual agreement. China is not as stable as it appears, it does not bode 

well if true. 

 

The collision of two Chinese ships while harassing a Philippine Coast Guard vessel 

is particularly concerning in relatively normal seas on a clear sunlit day.  Some 

have questioned the training of Chinese sailors, but this seems to be overreach. 

They were two different vessels of different capabilities, speed and handling from 



two different forces within the Chinese armed forces. A simple miscommunication 

is all too possible. Still the video is spectacular. 

 

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS) 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-

leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html 

 

Memories of the Gulf 

 

The Naval Museum of Halifax is excited to formally invite you to our event 

“Memories of the Gulf”.  This year marks the 35th anniversary of the being of Gulf 

War. More than 4,000 Canadian Armed Forces members served in the Persian Gulf 

region between 1990 - 1991.  To commemorate this pivotal event in history, the Naval 

Museum of Halifax is hosting a gathering (with light refreshments and music) for 

Gulf War veterans, their friends and families to come together in celebration of their 

service. 

  

The event will be held on August 28th, from 1:00 – 3:00 pm at Tribute Tower, Mr. 

Mac Room.  Please indicate your parking needs with your RSVP. 

  

RSVP’s can be sent to navalmuseumofhalifax@forces.gc.ca no later than August 15th, 

2025. 

  

We hope to see you there! 

  

Bonne journée 

  

Le Musée naval d'Halifax est heureux de vous inviter officiellement à notre 

événement « Souvenirs du golfe ». Cette année marque le 35e anniversaire de la 

guerre du Golfe. Plus de 4 000 membres des Forces armées canadiennes ont servi 

dans la région du golfe Persique entre 1990 et 1991. Pour commémorer cet événement 

crucial dans l'histoire, le Musée naval d'Halifax organise un rassemblement (avec des 

rafraîchissements et de la musique) pour les anciens combattants de la guerre du 

Golfe, leurs amis et leurs familles afin de célébrer leur service. 

  

L'événement aura lieu le 28août, de 13h00 à 15h00 à la Tribute Tower, Mr. Mac 

Room.  Veuillez indiquer vos besoins de stationnement avec votre RSVP. 

  

Les RSVP peuvent être envoyés à navalmuseumofhalifax@forces.gc.ca au plus tard le 

15 août 2025. 

  

Nous espérons vous y voir ! 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html
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