
 

Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia Dispatches 

5 September 2025 

 

The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the study, 

promotion and debate of defence, security, and safety issues. 

 

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media by 

the Institute.  Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches but 

may be unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada. 

 

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in Dispatches.  

Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.  Email to 

RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.  Comments to articles can be from members or non-

members of RUSI(NS).  Any comment in Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author and 

does not necessarily represent the views of the Royal United Services Institute of Nova 

Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other government department, the 

Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or other agency. 

 

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), 

please inform RUSI(NS).  Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting 

RUSI(NS). 

 

Editor’s Notes: The next issue will be 19 September 2025. 

 

Quick links: 

Events 

Publications 

@RUSI_NS on X 

Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook 

Other Sources  

Odds and sods   

 SAC Notes 

 

 

 

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media 
 

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook accounts 

to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com.  Preferably, send the material ready to post. We are still looking 

for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them active. 
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Events 
To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.  RUSI(NS) events are by 

invitation.  If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email 

RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.  RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice.  Email 

RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring. 

 

RUSI (NS) Events: 

 

10 September, Wednesday: Presenting LCol Labbe and “The Drone Revolution: 

Meeting Today’s Threats, Shaping Tomorrow’s Capabilities.” A hybrid event from13-

1500 hrs AST at the Naval Museum of Halifax at Admiralty House, Stadacona site of 

CFB Halifax. Parking is limited so carpooling is suggested. There will be a limited 

number of parking spaces reserved for this event. Please register 

at rusinovascotia@gmail.com attention: Vice President by Saturday, 6 September 2025, 

specifying whether you will attend the in-person or the virtual event. If you are attending 

in-person, please let us know if you are using your vehicle or carpooling and with whom. 

Details for the virtual session will be sent out closer to the event. Keep in mind that it will 

be first come first serve for the in-person. There is a maximum of 40 seats. 

 

16 September, Tuesday: RUSI NS supports the VAC Ombudsman Townhall with Col 

(Ret’d) Nishika Jardine at the Spryfield Legion from 19-2100 hrs.  

 

15 October, Wednesday: BGen Mark Parsons, Commander 5 Cdn Div. Hybrid event. 

 

5 November, Wednesday: Remembrance Dinner.  

 

9 November, Sunday: Remembrance Sunday at the RA Park Memorial. 

 

 

Other Events: 

 

17 September, Wednesday. The Digital Trade and Data Governance Hub presents “AI as 

Governance.” The case is made that AI (like code) is a form of governance. He notes that 

it is a bureaucratic system such as markets, bureaucracy, and democracy. Such 

systems make “complex human relations tractable.” AI “is a technology of governance, 

asking how AI's capacities to classify information at scale affect markets, bureaucracy, 

and democracy. And AI has its own “mechanisms of representation and coordination.” 

Virtual, 1100hrs AST. Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/webinar-52-ai-as-

governance-tickets-1537050311859?aff=oddtdtcreator  

 

23 September, Tuesday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation "What 

do you mean they had a Uboat? Wargaming integration in the German Navy." 13-1430 

ADT. Marco von Koerber will present an inside look at how the German Navy is turning 

wargaming into a tool for problem solving and experience based learning. Online. To 

register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/what-do-you-mean-they-had-a-uboat-wargaming-

integration-in-the-german-navy-tickets-1554655960829 
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New 24 September, Wednesday: RAND presents “Can Europe Deter Russia?” 0830 

ADT. Online. To register: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/7117555342690/WN_3j7l339-

QmCMzuN7Loy-Hg#/registration  

 

New 25 September, Thursday: Canadian International Council presents Kim Ricard 

Nossal, “Canada Alone: Navigating the Post American World,” a public talk and panel 

discussion at Paul O’Regan Hall, the Halifax Central Library. Doors open at 1800hrs. 

Admission is free but seating is limited in the venue. Please register in advance through 

Eventbrite to reserve a seat:  https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/canada-alone-navigating-the-

post-american-world-public-talk-and-panel-tickets-1424273553539 Retain a copy of your 

ticket for presentation at the door. 

 

26-27 September: Canadian Maritime Security Network (CMSN - https://www.cmsn.ca/) 

conference on the future of Canadian Seapower.  Live, Calgary.  This will bring together 

academics, experts and serving and retired naval and coast guard personnel to examine 

the emerging maritime security threats facing Canada today, and the complex challenges 

that will define our future.  At the end of Dispatches is a Save the Date poster, with more 

information to follow soon.  CMSN welcomes further dissemination of the event to any 

colleagues that you think may be interested. 

 

New 3 October, Friday: HMC Ships Kingston, Glace Bay, Goose 

Bay, Shawinigan and Summerside will be paid off at Jetty NB, HMC Dockyard Halifax. 

A reception will be held at HMCS Scotian. Registration is required 

at: MARLANTSOVP@FORCES.GC.CA. For more information and timing, see poster at 

end of Dispatches. 

 

New 24-25 October, Friday and Saturday: Reserve Force Academic Symposium, “Same 

Track, Different Path: Reserve Force Readiness.” Hybrid event, online and at CFC in 

Toronto. See agenda at end of Dispatches. To register: 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/canada-reserve-

force/about-reserve-force/reserve-force-knowledge-research/reserve-force-academic-

symposium-registration.html  

 

18 November, Tuesday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation 

"Wargaming at HMCS Venture: Enhancing Naval Officer Training." 7-8:30 

AST.  Online.  To register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wargaming-at-hmcs-venture-

enhancing-naval-officer-training-tickets-1592725247089 

 

 

Wargaming Events:  

 

Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule: 

https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents  
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16 September, Tuesday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society 

presentation "Naval Wargaming and Quantitative History." 1-2:30 pm ADT. Online. 

To register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/naval-wargaming-and-quantitative-history-

tickets-1052463264957 

 

5 January 2026, Monday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation 

"Army Analytic Wargaming." 7-8:30 pm AST.  Online.  To register: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/army-analytic-wargaming-tickets-1554220036969  
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Publications 
 

Canadian Military Journal (Vol. 25, No. 2, Spring 2025) article by RUSI(NS) member 

LCol (ret’d) Ian MacVicar, “NATO Article 5 and Human Security Interventions,” 

https://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/cmj-article-en-252page37.html  

 

Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation "Spyships, Satellites, and 

SAMs" by Canadian Joint Warfare Centre staff [and RUSI(NS) member] David Redpath, 

discussing several professional wargames exploring a wide range of topics from spyships 

to satellites, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhx48Xj8V2Y 

 

RUSI(NS) Comments "A Ground Force Option for an Arctic Policy" by John McLearn, 

Cate Belbin, 10 April 2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/arctic_ground_force/ 

 

RUSI(NS) Paper "Future Aircrew Training for the RCAF" by Murray Lee, 7 April 

2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/future_aircrew_training/ 

 

 

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest 

edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To 

readers of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated. 

 

weekly: 

Naval Association of Canada 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update 

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members 

News 

 

bi-weekly: Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch 

 

monthly: 

Canadian Gunner News 

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews 

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué 

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions 

Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches 

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician 

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt 

Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter 

Veterans Affairs Canada Salute! 

 

quarterly: 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter 

 

  

https://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/cmj-article-en-252page37.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhx48Xj8V2Y
https://rusi-ns.ca/arctic_ground_force/
https://rusi-ns.ca/future_aircrew_training/


@RUSI_NS on X 
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca. 

To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS). 

 

RCI-EyeOnTheArctic @eyeonthearctic 20 Aug posted and 

RUSI(NS) reposted: The owner of Canadian firm Davie 

Shipbuilding said on Wednesday that the key to winning a 

contract to build icebreakers for the United States is to develop 

local shipbuilding capacity there. via @Reuters 

(Canada’s Davie sees US shipyards as key to winning 

icebreaker contract https://www.rcinet.ca/eye-on-the-

arctic/2025/08/20/canadas-davie-sees-us-shipyards-as-key-to-

winning-icebreaker-contract/)  
National Defence @NationalDefence 2 Sep posted: For years, 

we’ve worked in collaboration with similar goals. Now, it’s 

official: @CoastGuardCAN, welcome aboard the National 

Defence team!  Let’s continue working together to stand 

watch and keep Canadians 

safe. https://canada.ca/en/department-national-

defence/news/2025/09/national-defence-welcomes-the-

canadian-coast-guard-to-the-defence-team.html  
(National Defence Welcomes the Canadian Coast Guard to the Defence Team) 

RUSI(NS) quoted: .@CoastGuardCAN now part of 'Defence Team' under Minister of 

@NationalDefence. Not part of @CanadianForces. Fisheries Protection Service/CAN  Coast Guard 

was, is & will be armed with light artillery, heavy machine guns. Services expanded to include 

maritime security activities 

 

Comment from Stu Andrews: This is a welcome development, particularly if CCG ships are armed, 

even if only lightly. This is probably a necessity if the ultimate aim is to shift the CCG budget over to 

the CAF/DND in order to demonstrate, at little additional cost, that Canada is spending more on 

defence. Is it the case that NATO must collectively approve whether Canada will be allowed to count 

the CCG budget as defence spending? Some countries do so there’s precedence.  

CDA Institute @CDAInstitute 28 Aug posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted: "While Golden Dome is described as a defensive 

system, adversaries will describe Golden Dome as an 

aggressive attempt to escalate an arms race." Read Dr. Andrea 

Charron's analysis of Canada's need for a national 

IAMD: https://cdainstitute.ca/golden-dome-and-canada-the-

new-age-of-integrated-air-and-missile-defence/ 

(Golden Dome and Canada: The “New” Age of Integrated Air  

and Missile Defence)  
see also: An Integrated Air and Missile Defence Architecture for the UK 

https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/occasional-papers/integrated-air-and-missile-

defence-architecture-uk 
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“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook: 
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at https://RUSI-

NS.ca.  To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. 

 

Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster 31 Aig posted and 

RUSI(NS) reposted: Canada is strengthening defence ties with 

Finland and Sweden. What can they teach us? NATO's newest 

members have advice for preparing citizens in a destabilized 

world. Excellent journalism by my terrific colleague 

@godmere #cdnpoli #NATO 

(Canada is strengthening defence ties with Finland and 

Sweden. What can they teach us?  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/finland-sweden-canada-defence-lessons-1.7621502) 

NATO Spokesperson @NATOpress 28 Aug posted and 

RUSI(NS) repsted:  OUT NOW - #NATO's latest update on 

defence spending figures  Check out the 

latest: https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_237171.htm 

(Defence Expenditure of NATO Countries (2014-2025)) 

 
NAADSN_RDSNAA @NAADSN_RDSNAA 27 Aug posted 

and RUSI(NS) reposted: Happy Wednesday! We're reading 

Peter Kikkert's and   

@WhitneyLackenb1's latest op-ed on Alaska and Australia as 

Arctic and military inspiration 

(Opinion: Looking to Alaska and Australia for Arctic and 

military inspiration 

https://www.yukon-news.com/opinion/opinion-looking-to-

alaska-and-australia-for-arctic-and-military-inspiration-

8201522)  
"Government of Canada advances to next step in Canadian 

Patrol Submarine Project 

procurement" https://canada.ca/en/public-services-

procurement/news/2025/08/government-of-canada-advances-

to-next-step-in-canadian-patrol-submarine-project-

procurement.html German Thyssen Krupp Marine Systems 

(TKMS) & Korean Hanwha Ocean Co Ltd (Hanwha) are 

announced as 2 qualified suppliers for #CPSP 
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Canadian Armed Forces Records Highest Recruitment in a 

Decade 

https://militarnyi.com/en/news/canadian-armed-forces-

records-highest-recruitment-in-a-decade/ 

 

The article included the sentence: "Basic training is one of the 

stages in military life where attrition is highest..."  That led 

RUSI(NS) to query the Military Personnel Generation Group   
about public figures for attrition during basic training.  MPGG replied: 

 

"The overall attrition rates at Regular Force basic training for both recruits undergoing Basic Military 

Qualification (BMQ) and officer/naval cadets undergoing Basic Military Officer Qualification 

(BMOQ) at the Canadian Forces Leadership and Recruit School (CFLRS) have remained consistent 

over the past 25 years, varying between 14% and 17%. 

  

There is insufficient data available to reliably assess the full impact of improvements to the recruiting 

process implemented less than a year ago, including: removing the Canadian Forces Aptitude Test 

(CFAT), creating a new Online Applicant Portal (OAP), implementing a new probationary period for 

recruits and adopting a modernized Common Enrollment Medical Standard." 

 

Collecting figures for Qualification Level 3 (whatever it is called now), the initial occupation training 

that follows basic training, would be challenging.  One RUSI(NS) member with military fleet school 

experience recalled that QL3 attrition was about 5%, though that wasn't something that was tracked - 

the focus was on putting through enough qualified people to meet fleet needs. 

  

Still, maybe the personnel situation is looking up... 

 

see also: Canadian military surpasses 2025 recruitment goal, hits 10-year high 

https://globalnews.ca/news/11229064/canadian-military-meets-2025-recrutiment-goal/ 

 

 

 

#3D printing 

The US Military Will Need a Print Office For Future Wars 

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/us-military-will-need-print-office-future-wars-ps-

082725 

Comment from contributor: All militaries will need print offices for future wars. 

 

#AI 

An Open Door: AI Innovation in the Global South amid Geostrategic Competition 

https://www.csis.org/analysis/open-door-ai-innovation-global-south-amid-

geostrategic-competition  

 

How AGI could reshape National Security (~53 min listen) 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/podcasts/policy-minded/2025/how-agi-could-reshape-

national-security.html 

 

Other Sources 
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Six ways AI could cause the next big war, and why it probably won’t 

https://thebulletin.org/premium/2025-07/six-ways-ai-could-cause-the-next-big-war-

and-why-it-probably-wont/ 

 

#armour #drones #land warfare 

Steel and Silicon: The Case for Teaming Armored Formations with UAVs 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/steel-and-silicon-the-case-for-teaming-armored-formations-

with-uavs/ 

 

#cyber #force readiness 

Getting the fundamentals of Cyberspace Force Readiness right 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/perspectives/PEA2761-1.html  

 

#defence cooperation 

Missiles, Markets, and Mutual Interests: Poland and South Korea’s Evolving Defence-

Industrial Cooperation 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/commentary/2025/09/missiles-markets-and-mutual-interests-

poland-and-south.html  

“A staggering 46% of South Korea’s defence exports made their way to Poland in 2024.” 

 

#defence industry 

Canada and ReArm Europe: More Buck, More Bang? 

https://ras-nsa.ca/canada-and-rearm-europe-more-buck-more-bang/  

 

H55 Accelerates North American Expansion with New Aircraft Battery Pack 

Manufacturing Facility in Canada 

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/h55-accelerates-north-american-

expansion 

Comment from contributor: If this results in Canadian-made electrically-powered 

aircraft, it could be interesting.  Certainly, having a domestic capability to make drone 

batteries would be very good from defence and security perspectives. 

 

#defence procurement 

Canada cleared to buy $160m in JLTVs from the U.S. 

https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/canada-cleared-to-buy-160m-in-jltvs-from-the-u-s/ 

 

Changes to rules for 'national security' contracts bypass competition and raise 

concerns of potential abuse, say procurement watchers 

https://www.hilltimes.com/story/2025/08/23/changes-to-rules-for-national-security-

contracts-bypass-competition-and-raise-concerns-of-potential-abuse-say-

procurement-watchers/471085/ 

Comment: The article’s concerns of accountability and potential abuse are not the 

only issues. In a StatsCan Economic report released July 2024, lack of competition 

was positively linked to decreased efficiency and innovation. The first a problem 

when facing “austerity measures,” the second an issue for the rapid changes being 

observed in the current conflict environment. 
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#drones 

ABS Issues Certificate for the World’s Largest Classed Unmanned Surface Vehicle 

https://gcaptain.com/abs-issues-certificate-for-the-worlds-largest-classed-unmanned-

surface-vehicle/ 

 

South Korea to train every soldier as drone operator 

https://defence-blog.com/south-korea-to-train-every-soldier-as-drone-operator/ 

Taking drone proliferation seriously. 

 

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War 

How Drone Swarms Are Reshaping the Ukraine War 

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/how-drone-swarms-reshaping-ukraine-war-hk 

 

#emergency management 

Government of Canada launches new centre of excellence to support communities 

with disaster recovery 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-safety-canada/news/2025/09/government-of-canada-

launches-new-centre-of-excellence-to-support-communities-with-disaster-

recovery.html 

 

How AI is Changing Our Approach to Disasters 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/commentary/2025/08/how-ai-is-changing-our-approach-

to-disasters.html  

Comment: “During a disaster response, AI can provide a better picture of a crisis than 

traditional methods.” However, as with any tool, using AI effectively will require 

planning, setting expectations, and implementing legal and technical guardrails. 

Essentially, how well is it integrated into organizational routines. 

 

#F-35s 

The jets were late. Lockheed got on-time bonuses anyway 

https://www.defenseone.com/business/2025/09/jets-were-late-lockheed-got-time-

bonuses-anyway/407880/  

“After nearly 20 years of F-35 production, the program continues to overpromise and 

underdeliver.” 

 

#Indo-Pacific #strategy 

NATO’s Early Cold War Lessons Show What US, Japan, and South Korea Must Do Now 

https://wavellroom.com/2025/08/27/nato-cold-war-lessons-japan-south-korea/ 

"... summits and photo ops are not enough. It’s time to move toward planning cells, 

shared procurement pathways, interoperable command networks, and industrial 

resilience."  Strengthen the alliances! 

 

#intelligence 

So, you thought the Five Eyes was rock solid 

https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/so-you-thought-the-five-eyes-was 
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Stop Calling It OSINT 

https://www.dutchosintguy.com/post/stop-calling-it-osint 

 

#land warfare 

Europe’s New Secret Weapon Against Russia: Swamps 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/europes-new-secret-weapon-against 

 

#legal 

Legal Issues Raised by Lethal U.S. Military Attack in the Caribbean 

https://www.justsecurity.org/119982/legal-issues-military-attack-carribean/ 

Ryan Goodman @rgoodlaw 3 Sep posted 

(https://x.com/rgoodlaw/status/1963356695695954274 - the thread is worth a read)  

“I worked at DoD. I literally cannot imagine lawyers coming up with a legal basis for 

lethal strike of suspected Venezuelan drug boat. Hard to see how this would not be 

"murder" or war crime under international law that DoD considers applicable.” 

 

#NATO #strategy 

NATO Has a New Alliance Maritime Strategy 

https://cdrsalamander.substack.com/p/nato-has-a-new-alliance-maritime 

strategy itself: Revision of the Alliance Maritime Strategy 

https://www.humanrightsatsea.org/sites/default/files/media-files/2025-

08/20250729_Revision%20of%20the%20Alliance%20Maritime%20Strategy.pdf 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War 

What Does a US “Air Support” Security Guarantee for Ukraine Look Like? 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/what-does-a-us-air-support-security 

Comment from contributor: There doesn't seem to be mention in Canadian media about 

Canadian air as a security guarantee, just "troops on the ground." 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #NATO 

How the war in Ukraine is shaping NATO’s approach to future fights 

https://defensescoop.com/2025/08/28/gen-alexus-grynkewich-ukraine-war-shaping-nato-

modernization/ 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #warfare 

Inside Russia’s Shadow Military Sustaining the War 

https://warontherocks.com/2025/08/inside-russias-shadow-military-sustaining-the-war/ 

 

#security #intelligence #RCMP #legal 

Taking a symbolic swing at the Bishnoi gang 

https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/taking-a-symbolic-swing-at-the-bishnoi 

 

#space 

Will the next world war begin in orbit? 
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https://thebulletin.org/premium/2025-07/will-the-next-world-war-begin-in-orbit-

jonathan-mcdowell-on-strategic-competition-in-space/ 

 

#strategy 

The Persistence of America’s Way of Battle 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/the-persistence-of-americas-way-of-

battle/ 

 

#war 

War's Changing Character and Varying Nature: A Closer Look at Clausewitz's Trinity 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/wars-changing-character-and-varying-

nature-a-closer-look-at-clausewitzs-trinity/ 

 

#war #strategy 

Another Bloody Century? 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/another-bloody-century/ 

 

#warfare 

Reconstitution Under Fire: Insights from the 1973 Yom Kippur War 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/reconstitution-under-fire-insights-from-the-1973-yom-

kippur-war/ 

"The capacity to reconstitute under fire, both in terms of restoring platforms and 

replacing human capital, will determine success in future wars that may be 

characterized by surprise, complexity, and destruction." Would Canada be able to 

"reconstitute under fire?" 

 

What is Key Terrain? Rethinking a Fundamental Military Concept in the Age of 

Economic Warfare 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/what-is-key-terrain-rethinking-a-fundamental-military-

concept-in-the-age-of-economic-warfare/ 

"The future of warfare may be decided as much in data centers and supply contracts 

as in the battlespaces of warfighting domains." 

 

#warfare #balloon warfare 

Navy Tests Hydrogen Powered Balloon and Drone Systems to Enhance Over-the-

Horizon Surveillance 

https://thedebrief.org/navy-tests-hydrogen-powered-balloon-and-drone-systems-to-

enhance-over-the-horizon-surveillance/ 

Swarming balloons: Army planning mass exercise in '26 over Indo-Pacific waters 

https://breakingdefense.com/2025/08/swarming-balloons-army-planning-mass-

exercise-in-26-over-indo-pacific-waters/ 

Comment from contributor: The RCAF operated aerostats in Afghanistan.  Is 'balloon 

warfare' something the CAF should be looking at?  At least the capability to detect 

and track (if necessary, engage) balloons as part of our continental/integrated air 

defence system. 
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#wargaming  

Conversations with Wargamers 

https://www.cna.org/analyses/2009/conversations-with-wargamers 

 

Military Gaming to Stay Ahead, But Not the Kind You Think 

https://warontherocks.com/2025/08/military-gaming-to-stay-ahead-but-not-the-kind-

you-think/ 

 

Transforming Naval Wargaming: A Framework for Operational-Level Wargaming 

https://www.cna.org/analyses/2004/transforming-naval-wargaming 

 

 

Odds and sods… 
 

Paying Off the Kingston-class Vessels 

 

The Naval Reserve played a pivotal role in manning these ships when they first 

entered service.  The Naval Reserve Association of Canada has decided to mark the 

occasion of their paying off with significant coverage on NRAC's website. It has 

taken some time to assemble the bulk of the material, and the site is being constantly 

updated, but for any who have served in the ships or who have an interest in them, the 

site now contains a wealth of information: Lists of Plank Owners, Commissioning 

books, photo albums, etc. (https://navalreserveassociationofcanada.ca/). 

 

It’s time to be honest with ourselves. The Royal 

Navy is broken 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/08/29/its-

time-to-be-honest-with-ourselves-the-royal-navy-

is-brok/ 

  

From an Australian colleague: It seems that 

wherever one looks these days, Western navies 

and their recruiting, training, retention and 

supporting  

 

infrastructure – not to mention the kit they have to operate – are all sub-standard. 

Problems seem many and answers are few. The people running the show are evasive in 

their responses to questions. Yep, we’re in a slump. I've just completed a 

circumnavigation of the UK and I did not see a single RN ship, RAF aircraft or much of 

the Border Force either. Harland and Wolffe in Belfast has, apparently, no naval work at 

all. 

  

I think we all arrived at this position because navies and armies and air forces are 

expensive. Politicians all seem to want to give taxpayers’ money to other groups in 

society that are more widespread than defence forces and their families and are more 

likely to continue to back them with electoral success. I mean, wouldn’t you be happier 

announcing that all kids under the age of four will get ‘free’ (that is taxpayer-funded) 
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childcare than ‘We’ve got to spend 10 gazillion bucks on a new defence force because 

the pundits are probably right and China isn’t really interested in being our best buddy’. 

  

We had a case recently of an Australian firm that is backing Ukraine with drones – 

highly sophisticated ones at that. Instead of hooking into that production line, our DoD 

decided we have to buy some drones designed from the ground up. We don’t apparently 

want to buy drones that work and are in production. We have to start with a clean sheet 

of paper and design, build, test and then (probably) discard what emerges because that 

will be out of date in the four to five years that process takes. 

 

In the Second World War the Australian Government decided that all defence 

production needed to be in the control of a single czar. By 1945 we were building 

serious bombers, very effective warships, our own artillery and even tanks plus repairing 

and supporting the RN and USN. It’s time to do the same again and to eliminate the 

layers of bureaucracy that entangle all defence decisions these days. 

 

Russia’s Shahed Drones Just Got a New Job: 

Laying Landmines 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/russias-shahed-

drones-just-got-a 

 

Anti-tank mines strapped under Shahed-136 

drones and dropped across Ukraine. "For the 

record, this is a war crime. It constitutes an 

indiscriminate attack under international 

humanitarian law. Weapons are  
 

indiscriminate if they fail to distinguish between legitimate military targets and 

protected persons, such as civilians." 

 

Chief of (Australian) Navy 2025 Essay Competition opens 

 

"Entries are now open for the 2025 Chief of Navy Essay Competition. The Chief of 

Navy Essay Competition aims to promote knowledge of and interest in a thinking, 

fighting Australian Navy."  One of the prize divisions is open to international entrants. 

 

Note the topics (they can be taken to be reflective of RAN strategic considerations) 

and particularly topic 5: "How would international shipping be organised and 

protected in the event of a global conflict and how does this differ from the protection 

of shipping from the German u-boat threat in the Atlantic in WWII?"  Something 

RUSI(NS) members have been discussing. 
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SAC Notes 

 

O Canada 

 

Although there is apparently considerable effort being made to bring the Canadian 

Armed Forces (CAF) back to health, results seem to be a little scarce. One of the 

key points that concerns RUSI NS, is that the Canadian Government hasn’t 

provided the leadership what they want the CAF to be able to do. 

 



The Arctic is an excellent example. What capabilities and activities are CAF 

expected to conduct? Are we going to forward base fighters, tankers, transports, 

helicopters, if so how many fields are needed to accomplish this? Keep in mind the 

F-35 gives new meaning to the word “delicate,” it requires good well-maintained 

runways as would the CC 330 Husky tankers. 

 

The Navy needs multiple usable ports that must be opened as needed and not 

necessarily when convenient. Operations do not happen at convenient times. These 

ports must have refueling, maintenance and resupply capabilities and an airfield 

capable of operations of medium transport aircraft and helicopters. What sort of 

liaison will be needed or do we need a small staff, warehousing, maintenance 

facilities, quarters and office space, etc of a small station at each port. These ports 

and facilities simply do not exist yet. 

 

Land forces will be required to maintain security of these facilities up to and 

including air defence as well as physical security of the facilities. If there is an 

incursion, what does the government want the CAF to do especially if the incursion 

impacts various types of operations such as occupation of CFS Alert or the 

refueling station at Nanisivik. It would be highly embarrassing and incredibly hard 

on the morale of the Canadian public. Action would have to be taken at what forces 

would be necessary to achieve this operation. Is the Army built to conduct heavy 

armour operations in Europe and at the same time have air portable forces to 

conduct limited operations in Canada? 

 

The bottom line is that Canada is late to the party. It has very little time to have the 

necessary conditions for success in maintaining the Arctic. Successive governments 

have not made the necessary investments thus allowing what little is there to 

whither. A major effort is required to make this possible. 

 

Australia 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/from-classroom-to-capability-developing-education-in-

the-north-to-bridge-workforce-gaps/? 

This article underlines the importance of education in the military processes. 

 
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/indo-pacific-briefing-series-
hugh-white-weve-made-an-appalling-mistake-in-committing-ourselves-to-aukus/ 

It appears that Aukus is not a certain thing. The level of distrust in US reliability is 

increasing. 

Note 1:  I agree, things seem to be getting worse. The decisions of the Trump 

administration are at best questionable and at worst traitorous. 

Perhaps Australia should look to France. 

Note 2: The replacement of the US by France is an interesting suggestion. France 

has interests in the South Pacific, as does the UK. The difference is the continued 

desire of France to maintain its overseas presence in various parts of the world. 

Note 3: The newly appointed US Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Caudle has 
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stated that he intends to push for the retention of AUKUS. 

 
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/indo-pacific-briefing-series-
hugh-white-weve-made-an-appalling-mistake-in-committing-ourselves-to-aukus/ 

It appears that Aukus is not a certain thing. The level of distrust in US reliability is 

increasing. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/threads-that-bind-cables-community-and-australias-

defence/? 

The dependence upon undersea cables is a threat for Australia in any conflict in the 

Indo-Pacific region. This is not a revelation, but it highlights the loneliness and 

isolation of Australia (and New Zealand) in the world. 

 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australian-self-reliance-strengthens-alliance-with-us/? 

This is an interesting article. The principle of mutual defence is easy to state but the 

details, as you know, are complex and may stretch the partnership to its limits. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/northern-deterrence-demands-full-use-of-civilian-
infrastructure/ 

The attached story highlights the ADF dependency on civilian sites, structures and 

facilities. 

 

This is not that different from Canada. The challenge is not all facilities are 

economic and thus depend on government funding. There is no easy answer to the 

funding and operational sustainment of these facilities in either country 

 

United States 

 

The real “superpower” of the US was not its military, although powerful. It was the 

ability to create and maintain coalitions of governments to deal with specific 

problems or issues. It is likely they have given this power away without any 

substantial gain. Most allies are now doubtful of the support and will be reluctant to 

take on tasks at the request of the US 

 

The biggest security issue is still the Trump Administration’s global tariffs. 

The New York Times article this past week reported that the US Court of Federal 

Appeals for the Federal Circuit, declared that the President did not have the power 

to impose these tariffs using the International Emergency Economic Powers. It 

declared that tariffs were the responsibility of Congress. The administration has 

until mid-October to appeal the decision or remove the case to the Supreme Court. 

The decision is causing great angst in the administration. Internationally, it has 

received some hope that some sanity in US policy will result in a calmer world 

economy. Damage has been done by these policies for little gain. 

 

The easiest way would be for the US to cancel the tax cuts thus saving somewhere 

around $4T USD without doing anything else. Tariffs have done little to offset the 
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new level of US Federal debt. 

 

The US has sent a Naval-Marine Task Force towards Venezuela with the idea of 

stopping drug trafficking from that country. The US has placed a $50M USD 

bounty on the country’s President for allegedly coordinating a number of cartels. 

Venezuela has also been very active against Guyana after that country discovered a 

large oil deposit including firing at a Guyanese patrol boat. Most exploration has 

been conducted by US firms. Is this a warning, a bluff or is there serious trouble 

approaching Northern South America and the Caribbean? Whatever the outcome, 

even if nothing occurs, there will be fallout from this “adventure.” 

 

Lastly, the reorganization of the CDC starting with the removal of the head of CDC 

also caused the second layer of leadership to resign in protest. The CDC to quote 

one analyst was the international gold standard for disease research and 

development of countermeasures. Whole elements of the organization are now in 

the hands of unqualified people with “interesting ideas” about key health issues 

such as vaccines. In recent interviews on CNN and others, it was clear that there 

should be little faith put in the material flowing from this new team. The world is 

less safe as a result. 

 

Moldova 

 

Moldova’s Parliamentary elections occur on 28 September 2025. Russia has 

stepped up its disinformation campaign. Security forces continue to take action, but 

pro-Russian Moldovans cover much of the country including Transnistria, 

Gagauzia, and the very North. Many of the young and capable people have left the 

country for opportunities in Europe but are still allowed to vote as part of the 

country’s large diaspora. It was this latter group that voted for further integration 

with Europe and thus the pro-European proposition passed by slightly more than 

1%. The same election saw President Maia Sandu win by more than 10%. The 

actual vote within Moldova supported a more pro-Russian view. Russia is pushing 

that point within Moldova by various means. 

 

Recently, the leader of the opposition party, a mix of pro-Russian parties, led by the 

banned Shor Party, was sentenced to seven and half years for fraud and accepting 

money from foreign sources. Various groups such as Matryoshka and Foundation 

for the “Fight Against Repression,” have ramped up efforts against President 

Sandu. Whether this is effective or not is another matter. There are also allegations 

that Russian influenced organizations are also targeting what they consider key 

individuals within the diaspora to have switch their vote or not vote at all. Russia 

has also alleged that Moldova is setting the groundwork for rigging the election 

without proof.  This would provide an opportunity for the pro-Russian forces to 

possibly win the election this month. 

 

Canada has sanctioned several groups associated with the Russian disinformation 

campaign and have been generally supportive of Moldova’s proposed ascension to 



EU membership. 

 

This is a critical month for Moldova and potentially Europe if Russia is successful 

in toppling the pro-European Government. It will be seen as a major victory for 

Russia. Moldova is a place where Russia is stopped but Moldova does not have the 

security, cyber or military forces to achieve an outright stop to Russia’s efforts. 

This should have been an easy win for Europe, but it seems too little, too late. 

 

Georgia 

 

The Georgian de facto opposition leader, Tina Bokuchava, head of the United 

National Movement Party (UNM) visited Moldova and had discussions with 

Moldova’s President Maia Sandu on 29 August 2025. She was seeking Moldova’s 

leader’s insight on how to successfully adopt and adapt a pro-European program. 

Georgia’s government is currently run by the Georgia Dream Party which has taken 

a more pro-Russian stance including delaying discussions with the EU until 2028. 

Low level demonstrations are continuing across the country on an irregular basis. 

Security forces respond but the demonstrations are usually over before they can 

react. Security forces are using closed circuit TV and facial recognition to gain the 

identity of the demonstration’s leadership. Security forces then raid these identified 

leaders at times and places where there are few opportunities for escape or gain 

support from pro-opposition groups. It is an ongoing effort. Georgia Dream is in no 

danger of being removed any time soon under the present circumstances. 

 

Belarus 

 

Belarus is the location of the next Belarus and Russian forces exercise called 

ZAPAD 2025. It will consist of approximately 25 to 30 k troops although the 

“official” figure is around 13 k. The actual numbers and types of equipment 

participating in this exercise are unknown currently. It is expected that Belarus will 

use most of its forces in the exercise. The exercise is one that could provide a cover 

for an actual attack on central and western Ukraine or alternately cause concern for 

NATO members bordering Belarus. Belarus has walked a tightrope throughout this 

conflict; refusing to join the fight but occasionally rattling its sabre as support to 

Russia’s efforts. 

 

Belarus forces are small in comparison to Ukraine’s capability. Likely under 100k 

are available. These troops are also the security forces to keep Alexander 

Lukashenko in power. The self-appointed president is unlikely to risk his own hide 

to support Russia’s war effort. He will go through the motion. 

 

Belarus chief advantage to Russia is its industrial base of nearly 200 industrial 

facilities able to replace significant quantities of Russian weapon ammunition 

including 152mm, 122 mm, GRAD rockets, small arms ammunition and EW 

equipment.  Russia has been plagued by ammunition shortages and have been 

forced to use outdated or foreign made ammunition. The biggest problem is 



Belarus’ own partisan movement which has materially assisted Ukraine so sabotage 

is possible and therefore the supply might be tainted.  

 

Israel- Iran War 

 

Although the world’s attention is on Gaza; it has failed to keep an eye on other 

parts of the Iran Israel War. The UN and other organizations have failed to deal 

with Israel’s very real threat environment which is not just Gaza. Gaza is the closest 

and Hamas has proven the most murderously capable. Israel has little choice but to 

create conditions for the destruction of Hamas and its infrastructure. The UN is 

largely to blame. UNRWA stood by while Hamas allowed the creation of a 5 B 

USD fortress under their noses while letting Hamas run the organization to educate 

the Palestinian population against the Jews and not just Israel. 

 

Iran continues to support its injured proxies and continues its work on ballistic 

missiles, and its nuclear program and with Russian assistance has made great 

headway in replacing destroyed and damaged equipment. 

 

The “two State Solution” is dead and it is delusional to think that Israel and a 

Palestinian state can peacefully co-exist. It is and will be a recipe for a never-

ending war. Another solution is needed and one that will work. Israel will continue 

its offensive actions in Gaza and will deal with Hezbollah, the Houthis and Iran as 

required. 

 

Russia-Ukraine War 

 

The war continues. Both sides have had success on the battlefield, but all results 

have been small. Russia has absorbed vast losses in manpower, equipment and 

resources far beyond the value of the geographic gains. At the same time, Ukrainian 

forces have had success in the Pokrovsk, Sumy and Kharkov area inflicting major 

losses on Russian forces and forcing their withdrawal, however with very little real 

gains. It is essentially a stalemate. 

 

The real concern is how each country is taking the war to the population of the 

other adversary. Russia has taken two approaches at once. The first and recently 

more important is the information and psychological war aimed at the West. 

President Putin considers the West as weak and prone to a level of panic often 

reacting to Russian threats of nuclear attacks on European nations. According to 

ISW, this attack has three messages, first, the Europeans are prolonging the war and 

failing to support the American position, second, threatening Europe specifically 

with nuclear strikes and lastly, stating that a Russian victory is inevitable. None of 

which is true and unfortunately for the Russians, Europe is well aware of this and is 

unlikely to stop their growing support of Ukraine. 

 

The second approach is the continued terror attacks on civilian targets in Ukraine 

and security operations by the FSB within occupied areas to conduct filtration 



operations against the population there. Again, this second approach has also failed 

to have the desired effect. 

 

Ukraine has continued to batter Russia’s industrial base especially their oil and gas 

industries but also key areas where Russia only has a single plant producing 

material for the war effort. Ukraine continues to innovate to produce a desired 

effect such as the elimination of electronic firms, ammunition plants, parts 

manufacturing, airfields, air defence systems and similar targets. It seems to be 

working to disable the Russian economy and support the war effort. Russian 

bloggers have now started to attack the Russian war effort as being ineffective and 

costly. The ones on the front see the waste of manpower and equipment daily and 

are now stating it openly. 

 

The other piece of Russia’s problem is the purge happening in the Russian military 

by the FSB. Virtually the entire top level of the staff has been removed and charged 

with various offences but mainly involved with the acceptance of bribes. While it 

appears, the FSB has gained the upper hand at present, it appears it would not stop 

an ambitious field commander from also taking appropriate action to prevent their 

own arrest. Is it therefore possible to have a second coup attempt like Yevgeny 

Progozin?   

 

The point is that this war’s outcome is not clear. The Russian economy is not 

healthy nor is it growing. It needs a major transfusion of capital to survive. At 

present even paying their bills to contractors to key industries is becoming 

increasingly difficult. Conditions are increasingly poor for Russia who has few 

friends to compensate for a failing economy despite the laughing and hand holding 

at the SCO. 

 

Will the war end in the near future? The answer is no, this is a fight to the death, 

and the fallout will be significant. 

 

China 

 

China hosted the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) in Tianjin. The SCO 

consists of 26 nations, 10 member states such as China and Russia, two observer 

states, 14 dialogue states. The main conference was held on Sunday 31 August and 

Monday, 1 September 2025. The SCO was founded in 2001 mainly as a defence 

cooperation system. During the arrival process President Xi apparently held more 

than a dozen bi-lateral meetings with heads of states as well. It appears Xi is still 

somewhat in control but purges within the military continue. 

 

Member States are: 

a.      China 

b.     Russia, 

c.      India; 

d.     Pakistan; 



e.      Kazakhstan; 

f.        Kyrgyzstan; 

g.      Tajikistan 

h.      Uzbekistan 

i.        Iran (joined in 2023) 

j.        Belarus (join in 2024) 

 

Observer States: 

a.      Mongolia 

b.     Afghanistan (temporarily inactive) 

 

Dialogue States: 

a.      Armenia 

b.     Azerbaijan 

c.      Bahrain 

d.     Cambodia 

e.      Egypt 

f.        Kuwait 

g.      Maldives 

h.      Myanmar 

i.        Nepal 

j.        Qatar 

k.      Saudi Arabia 

l.        Sri Lanka 

m.   Türkiye 

n.      United Arab Emirates 

 

Discussions covered the following areas: 

a.      Security and stability; 

b.     Political cooperation; 

c.      Economic integration; 

d.     Sustainable development; and 

e.      Cultural Exchanges. 

 

The reason behind this particular conference is interesting: a concern and general 

feeling that the US is a major problem in global affairs. It has brought together 

countries with over 40% of the world’s population and all seem to have a very real 

interest in some measure of cooperation. It includes Türkiye, a NATO member with 

the second largest armed forces within that organization. 

 

Unfortunately, the Trump Administration's actions have done more damage to the 

global economy than ever thought possible in such a short period of time. Their 

actions have brought renewed interest in cooperation between China and India. A 

few months ago, I thought it was nearly impossible. One supposes that Trump will 

take credit for setting conditions for a major disaster to US and Western countries. 

 



China however is bound to create its own problems as it continues to harass the 

Philippines, Vietnam, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia through its baseless claims to 

the entire South China Sea. China’s newest and largest dam project which will 

essentially control the water flow to most of its neighbours will also eventually 

cause considerable conflict. The project is large and not well thought out, China 

wins and everyone else loses. Despite the recent success, China will antagonize its 

neighbours, and it is unlikely in the long term that the SCO will have an outcome 

desired by China. The bottom line is the world has conditions for a major conflict 

and there seems little indication that it will end well. 

 

China is rattling sabres about Vietnam’s increased efforts in the Spratly Island 

chain. It is an interesting counterpoint to the SCO. China is an imperial power 

contrary to how it portrays itself publicly. Despite the smiles and handshakes at the 

SCO, all the participants are rivals or countries that would likely prefer alternate 

friends, but geography makes that impossible. It is not a formula for long term 

relationships. 

 

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS) 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-

leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html


 
 



 
 

Reserve Force Academic Symposium 2025 – 
Agenda 

 

Same Track, Different Path: Reserve Force 
Readiness 

  



Dates: Friday and Saturday, October 24-25, 2025 

  

Location: Virtual via Microsoft Teams; or in-person at: 

  

 Canadian Forces College 

 215 Younge Boulevard 

 Toronto, Ontario M5M 3H9   

Day 1 Friday, 24 October 2025 

8:30 AM In-person Registration 

8:45 AM Land acknowledgement 

9:00 AM Opening Remarks – Chief of the Defence Staff  
 
Gen Jennie Carignan, CMM, MSC, MSM; Chief of the Defence Staff 
  

SESSION 1: Force Generation and Total Force 

9:15 AM Panel Discussion: Force Generation and Total Force: Quo Vadis 
 
Panel Chair: Irina Goldenberg, PhD; Director General Military 
Personnel Research and Analysis, DND 
 
1. Mobilization for Total Defence: How Can We Get There? 

 
Author: Howard Coombs, PhD; Royal Military College of Canada 
 

2. The Myth of Force Integration 
 
Author: Patrick Kelly, MSM; Planning Manager, DGMPRA, DND 
 

3. Canadian Reserve Force Futures 2050 
 
Author: Michael Rostek, PhD, APF; Defence Scientist, DGMPRA, 
DND 

  
10:15 AM Questions and Answers 

10:30 AM BREAK 

SESSION 2: International Perspective 

11:00 AM Preparing Society for War: Citizens, Soldiers, and the re-invention 
of ‘Total Defence’ in Sweden and the Nordics 
 
Author: Joakim Berndtsson, PhD; School of Global Studies, University 
of Gothenburg 
 

11:30 AM The Polish Territorial Defence Forces (POL TDF) 
 
Author: COL Zbigniew Targoński, Chief of Staff, POL TDF Command 
 



12:00 PM LUNCH 

1:00 PM Scalability Insights for Reserve Forces 
 
Author: Col Renee Kidson, Headquarters 5th Brigade, Australian Army 
  

SESSION 3: Reserve Force Surveys 

1:30 PM Preliminary Findings from the Primary Reserve Force Capability 
and Readiness Study 
 
Author: Sean Pearce, PhD; DGMPRA, Director Research Operational 
and Organizational Dynamics 4, DND 
  

2:00 PM A Closer Look at Reserve Force and Regular Force Integration 
 
Author: Cynthia Wan, PhD; CMP, DND 
  

2:30 PM BREAK 

3:00 PM Reserve Forces: Challenges Across the Deployment Cycle 
 
Author: Kathy Michaud, PhD; DGMPRA, Director Research 
Operational and Organizational Dynamics 
  

SESSION 4: Keynote Speaker  

3:30 PM Tracks on the Tundra: The Role of the Canadian Armed Forces 
Reserves in Arctic and Northern Defence, Security, and Resilience 
 
Author: Whitney Lackenbauer, PhD; Canadian Studies, Trent 
University 
 

4:30 PM End of Day 1 

  

Day 2 Saturday, 25 October 2025 

8:30 AM In-person Registration 

9:00 AM Recap of Day 1 

SESSION 5: Transformation 

9:15 AM Panel Discussion: Transformation of the Reserve Force 
 
Panel Chair: Rebecca Jensen, PhD; Canadian Forces College 
 
1. Reserve Force After Next 

 
Author: John Milne, MSM, MA 
 

2. Radical Pragmatism: A Proposal for a Balanced and Integrated 
Canadian Army 
 
Author: Col Alex Haynes, Director Joint Capability Development at 
the Canadian Joint Operations Command Headquarters 



 
3. Restructuring The Reserves for the Army's Operational 

Success 
 
Author: LCol Sébastien Campagna, Deputy Commander 34th CBG, 
teaches Military History at Royal Military College in St-Jean-sur-
Richelieu 

  
10:15 AM Questions and Answers 

10:30 AM BREAK 

SESSION 6: Mobilization 

11:00 AM Leaving the Fireproof House Behind: Preparing Canada for 
Mobilization in the Twenty-First Century 
 
Author:  Maj Dan Hoyt, SSO1, DMMD Operations, Director General 
Mobilization, SJS 
 

11:30 PM Operationalizing the Army Reserve as a Foundation for Large-scale 
Mobilization 
 
Author: Col Chris Hunt, Canadian Army at United States Army War 
College 
 

12:00 PM LUNCH 

1:00 PM Mobilization: The Once and Future Role of Canada's Army 
Reserve? 
 
Author: Chris Champion, PhD; Editor, The Dorchester Review 
 

SESSION 7: Strategic Reserve 

1:30 PM Strategic Reserve Proposal 
 
Author: CWO Peter Nordstrom, Regimental Sergeant-Major, 38 Signal 
Regiment 
 

2:00 PM Toward a Renewed Reserve Military Service: Mobilization, Civic 
Engagement, and National Security in Canada 
 
Author: LCol Richard Garon, PhD; Fusiliers de Saint-Laurent 
 

2:30 PM BREAK 

3:00 PM Reality of Rhetoric? Examining the Supplemental Reserve and Its 
Role in CAF Readiness 
 
Author: Christopher Ankersen, PhD; Academic Director of the Global 
Security, Conflict, and Cybercrime, Center for Global Affairs, New York 
University 
 

SESSION 8: Regular-Reserve Integration 



3:30 PM Professional Training: Developing Core Programs That Enable 
Regular-Reserve Force Integration 
 
Author: Paul Taillon, OMM, PhD; Senior Academic Advisor, Samuel 
Associates 
 

4:00 PM Closing Remarks – Chief of Reserves  
 
RAdm Michael Hopper, OMM; Chief of Reserves 
  

 


