
 

Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia Dispatches 

03 October 2025 

 

The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the study, 

promotion and debate of defence, security, and safety issues. 

 

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media by 

the Institute.  Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches but 

may be unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada. 

 

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in Dispatches.  

Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.  Email to 

RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.  Comments to articles can be from members or non-

members of RUSI(NS).  Any comment in Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author and 

does not necessarily represent the views of the Royal United Services Institute of Nova 

Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other government department, the 

Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or other agency. 

 

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), 

please inform RUSI(NS).  Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting 

RUSI(NS). 

 

Editor’s Notes: The next issue will be 17 October 2025. 

 

“The old rule – that the best weapon against a tank is another 

tank – is no longer true.”  – George Dougherty, military 

strategist and author of Beast in the Machine 

 

 

Quick links: 

Events 

Publications 

@RUSI_NS on X 

Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook 

Other Sources  

Odds and sods   

 SAC Notes 

 

 

 

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media 
 

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook accounts 
to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com.  Preferably, send the material ready to post. We are still looking 

for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them active. 

  

 

 

mailto:RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com
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Events 
To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.  RUSI(NS) events are by 

invitation.  If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email 

RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.  RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice.  Email 

RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring. 

 

RUSI (NS) Events: 

 

15 October, Wednesday: BGen Mark Parsons, Commander 5 Cdn Div. Hybrid event. 

 

5 November, Wednesday: Remembrance Dinner.  

 

9 November, Sunday: Remembrance Sunday at the RA Park Memorial. 

 

25 November, Tuesday: Potential joint DIANA Brief in a joint session with NAC 

Atlantic, details TBC. 

 

4 December, Thursday: Meet and Greet. 

 

2026 Schedule Coming Soon. 

 

 

Other Events: 

 

3 October, Friday: HMC Ships Kingston, Glace Bay, Goose 

Bay, Shawinigan and Summerside will be paid off at Jetty NB, HMC Dockyard Halifax. 

A reception will be held at HMCS Scotian. Registration is required 

at: MARLANTSOVP@FORCES.GC.CA. For more information and timing, see poster at 

end of Dispatches. 

 

New 6 October, Monday: Center for Strategic and International Studies presents 

“Responding to Trump’s New Foreign Policy Paradigm.” The second Trump 

administration features policies that bring both challenges and opportunities for U.S. 

allies and partners. Some of these ring familiar from Trump’s first term, but others are 

entirely new and paradigm-shifting in their impact.  Please join the CSIS Geopolitics and 

Foreign Policy (GFP) Department for a discussion of the ways in which U.S. allies and 

partners around the world are navigating the Trump administration’s policies. A webcast 

and the recording will be available via the event page on csis.org. 

 

New 15 October, Wednesday: Canadian Maritime Security Network and RCN event 

"Chief Heads of Navy - Alliances and Partnership in Shifting Geopolitical 

Landscapes."  0800-1215hrs.  Loyola Academic Complex 290, Saint Mary's 

University.  See poster at end of Dispatches. 

 

24-25 October, Friday and Saturday: Reserve Force Academic Symposium, “Same 

Track, Different Path: Reserve Force Readiness.” Hybrid event, online and at CFC in 

Toronto. See agenda at end of Dispatches. To register: 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/canada-reserve-

force/about-reserve-force/reserve-force-knowledge-research/reserve-force-academic-

symposium-registration.html  
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5 November, Wednesday: A Small and Medium Sized Enterprise (SME) Procurement 

Fair (previously referred to as the Public Sector Buyers’ Expo) is being held November 5, 

in Ottawa, the day after the Deep Blue (annual submarine conference).  The purpose is to 

allow for Government-to-Business networking. See poster at the end of the Dispatches 

newsletter. 

 

18 November, Tuesday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation 

"Wargaming at HMCS Venture: Enhancing Naval Officer Training." 7-8:30 

AST.  Online.  To register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wargaming-at-hmcs-venture-

enhancing-naval-officer-training-tickets-1592725247089 

 

 

Wargaming Events:  

 

Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule: 

https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents  

 

5 January 2026, Monday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation 

"Army Analytic Wargaming." 7-8:30 pm AST.  Online.  To register: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/army-analytic-wargaming-tickets-1554220036969  

 

 

Publications 
 

Canadian Military Journal (Vol. 25, No. 2, Spring 2025) article by RUSI(NS) member 

LCol (ret’d) Ian MacVicar, “NATO Article 5 and Human Security Interventions,” 

https://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/cmj-article-en-252page37.html  

 

Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation "Spyships, Satellites, and 

SAMs" by Canadian Joint Warfare Centre staff [and RUSI(NS) member] David Redpath, 

discussing several professional wargames exploring a wide range of topics from spyships 

to satellites, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhx48Xj8V2Y 

 

RUSI(NS) Comments "A Ground Force Option for an Arctic Policy" by John McLearn, 

Cate Belbin, 10 April 2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/arctic_ground_force/ 

 

RUSI(NS) Paper "Future Aircrew Training for the RCAF" by Murray Lee, 7 April 

2025, https://rusi-ns.ca/future_aircrew_training/ 

 

 

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest 

edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To 

readers of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated. 

 

weekly: 

Naval Association of Canada 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update 

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members 

News 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wargaming-at-hmcs-venture-enhancing-naval-officer-training-tickets-1592725247089
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bi-weekly: Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch 

 

monthly: 

Canadian Gunner News 

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews 

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué 

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions 

Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches 

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician 

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt 

Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter 

Veterans Affairs Canada Salute! 

 

quarterly: 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter 

  



@RUSI_NS on X 
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca. 

To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS). 

 

CDA Institute @CDAInstitute 17 Sep posted: In the latest 

Expert Series, Chris Henderson discusses the geopolitical 

motivations behind the Ice Pact agreement, its industrial and 

technological benefits, industrial policy, and the integration of 

the Coast Guard into 

DND. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qstUG4vMW0E 

RUSI(NS) quoted: Much potential for increased maritime 

security for CAN  with @CoastGuardCAN 'integrated' into   
@NationalDefence & working even closer with @CanadianForces especially @RoyalCanNavy. CCG 

remains a Special Operating Agency not a military service although has been/can be lightly armed 

  

Comment from contributor: The CCG has successfully housed and carried out operations with DFO 

Fisheries Officers, RCMP, CBSA and the Canadian Armed Forces in the past, all armed, some more 

heavily than others. There is no reason that cannot continue. Arming the CCG will cause both a 

recruitment and retention problem at a time when it will not be easily solvable. Crewing is a problem 

now even with the output from the CCG Academy (former College). 

  

Maintenance facility sharing has potential. The issue has been maintenance to military standards and 

requirements of the RCN versus those of IMO, Transport Canada and the Classification Societies, and 

the conflicts that arise. The best fit overall is in electronic systems and all that that encompasses on 

board ship, especially now with installation of Terma radars. 

  

Information sharing never really took off with IMIC3 implementation. Seemed to be a short-term 

measure that did not come with a lot of training or usage procedures. 

  

The CCG has trialled the Schiebel S-100 in the past and now the CAF is about to acquire some. It is a 

very capable platform, and it would be very easy for the CCG/DND to put their heads together on it. 

David Pugliese @davidpugliese 24 Sep posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted: Deadline comes and goes with no release of DND F-

35 report https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-

watch/deadline-dnd-f-35-report via @ottawacitizen 

 
David Pugliese @davidpugliese 24 Sep posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted: Canadian Army lining up US rocket deal despite 

Carney pledge to cut back on American 

equipment https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-

watch/canadian-army-us-rocket-deal via @ottawacitizen 
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“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook: 
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at https://RUSI-

NS.ca.  To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. 

 
Is Trump’s Call For Putting Battleships Back In The Navy’s 

Fleet Even Feasible? 

https://www.twz.com/sea/is-trumps-call-for-new-battleships-

even-feasible 

 

The War Zone @thewarzonewire posted that Trump wants 

battleships back in the Navy's inventory, and though that may 

be far-fetched, his remarks do highlight real deliberations 

around the future of surface combatants. 

 

A force development article. Crewing and technology are   
challenges, beyond the basic question of whether large gunned and armoured warships have a role in 

modern combat. 

 

"The Navy has also put increasing emphasis on acquiring larger numbers of smaller vessels, including 

multiple tiers of uncrewed types, to help bolster its capabilities and operational capacity, while also 

maximizing available resources." 

 

It may simply be the author writing 'tiers' or it may be a reflection of usage within the US 

Navy.  "Tiers' is a common Royal Australian Navy term, and may be useful in the Royal Canadian 

Naby (River-class destroyers as tier one, corvettes as tier two, Arctic and Offshore Patrol Vessels and 

Patrol Craft Training as tier three). 

CTV News @CTVNews 22 Sep posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted: Navy commander says he wants a ‘Canadian from 

the core’ corvette fleet 

(https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/article/navy-commander-says-

he-wants-a-canadian-from-the-core-corvette-fleet/) 

 
NOAH 'The Noah' NOAH @NoahGairn 21 Sep posted and 

RUSI(NS) reposted: The first document tied to restructuring 

was released over the weekend, and it provides a first look at 

what the Canadian Army of 2040 will look 

like. https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/canadia

n-army-releases-inflection 

(Inflection Point 2025 - Canadian Army Modernization 

https://www.canada.ca/en/army/services/army-

modernization/inflection-point-2025.html) 
 

Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster 19 Sep posted: NATO 

deterrence mission in Latvia drains the Canadian Army's fleet 

of vehicles. Combined arms training happens in Latvia, where 

parts shortages persist. #cdnpoli #Latvia #NATO 

RUSI(NS) reposted: A military's strength is just not number of 

people, but includes vehicles, munitions, consumables & 

spares. @CanadianForces needs robust training/regeneration 

system back in CAN to sustain deployed forces. What is the 

strength to which we are building?  
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HMCS Ville de Québec pioneers Massive Blood Transfusion 

training 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-

defence/maple-leaf/rcn/2025/09/hmcs-ville-quebec-pioneers-

massive-blood-transfusion-training.html 

 

"The addition of (simulated massive blood transfusion ) 

training to the ship’s medical arsenal adds a new capability to 

the sick bay. The ability to transfuse blood into a 

hemorrhaging patient will extend the window between injury 

and evacuation to a higher level of care, a critical 

consideration when operating in remote and severe 

environments." 

 

Canadian frigates often deploy for extended periods away 

from home and allied medical support and without an 

accompanying replenishes oiler with its integral enhanced 

medical capability. So it is good to train the frigate's medical   
team in providing higher level services. This is one of those ‘invisible' capabilities that differentiates 

cruisers and other lone deployers, and highlights the utility of escorts operating in task groups which 

include support ships. 

 

For major amphibious operations in major wars, usually there were entire ships devoted to storing, 

transporting and providing blood plasma to support casualties amongst the landing troops. An 

underappreciated capability, one that more than medical planners need to remember. 

 

Comment from contributor: Our RUSI(NS) medical officer, Heather MacKinnon, was in the 

replenishment oiler HMCS Preserver for Operation DELIVERANCE off Somalia.  She notes that there 

was a blood fridge onboard although there was no blood in it that she can remember (though she recalls 

that haggis was everywhere!).  She relates: Did you know that the first surgery in a Canadian warship 

since the "Bonnie" was in Preserver off Kismayu, Somalia, in 1993?  The patient was a Somali warrior 

who had been shot in the abdomen. The surgeon was an American Vietnam Army experienced 

surgeon.  He had a small team and they were in Kismayu. They asked the ship if we had an operating 

room. So over they came by Sea King in the dark. The surgeon was impressed by the moving ship.  I 

was his assistant - it was great fun.  The Somali did well.  There is an article somewhere about this, 

maybe in Medicus. 

 
Military ground robots now come with amphibious skills 

https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2025/09/24/milit

ary-ground-robots-now-come-with-amphibious-skills/ 

 

"Rheinmetall Canada said it has successfully tested an 

unmanned ground vehicle in a novel scenario, plunging the 

robot into the Atlantic Ocean to see it crawl out on a sandy 

beach here as part of a NATO military exercise." 

 

Hmm, is the vehicle an uncrewed ground vehicle (UGV) or 

uncrewed underwater vehicle (UUV) or uncrewed underwater   
ground vehicle (UUGV)?  We don't need another initialism! 

 

A NATO symbol for such a vehicle could be interesting.  NATO drone symbols still use a wing shape 

as their distinguishing glyph. 
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And would the vehicle be of interest/responsibility of navies or armies or who?  It might end up being 

an orphan.  This is where joint requirements and development offices could be useful.  Of course, 

Canada does not have amphibious forces (though something could be cobbled together, and there is 

history of Canadian amphibious units) but maybe there are scenarios (access to austere and difficult 

coasts?) in which an amphibious vehicle could be employed. 

 
Germany To Build Uncrewed Missile-Toting Arsenal Ships 

For Its Frigates 

https://www.twz.com/air/germany-to-build-uncrewed-missile-

toting-arsenal-ships-for-its-frigates 

  

The liberal and varied use by the author of the article of terms 

for the ships ("missile-toting", "arsenal ships", "wingmen", 

"floating missile platforms", "‘parent’ frigate"), though maybe  
just the reporter's writing, highlights the lack of standard (official?) language for such vessels.  At least 

the reporter didn't include "mother ship." 

 

"Large Remote Missile Vessels (LRMV)" is likely a project title, and appropriate at that. 

 

Excellent use by The TWZ Newsletter of concept silhouettes; and ship, naval inventory table, operating 

areas and order of battle images. 

 

MSDF changes its largest 'destroyer' classification from 

'DDH' to 'CVM' 

https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2025/09/jmsdf-

changes-its-largest-destroyer-classification-from-ddh-to-

cvm/ 

  

The Japanese will type their "Aegis system-equipped   
vessels (ASEV)" as CG (cruiser, guided missile).  Makes sense what with the ships' weapon 

and sensor capabilities and their probable role.  However, there is a lot more to a cruiser than 

just size or weapons - one paper noted cruisers' inherent sustainment and self-repair 

capabilities in order to carry out strategic (long endurance) scouting and trade warfare.  AESV 

may be the project title, certainly can be looked upon as such rather than as a ship type. 

  

The Japanese will also retype their Izumo-class ships from DDH (destroyer, helo capable) to 

CVM, which according to the article means 'cruiser voler multipurpose.'  CV per NATO is the 

type of designation for 'aircraft carrier, general.'  It is not certain, but the C may have 

originated meaning carrier, or meaning cruiser what with carriers' size and employment at the 

time (scouting and screening the battlefleet).  Again not certain, but the V may have originated 

because it looks like wings.  'Voler,' French 'to fly,' is a new take, and intriguing.  M usually 

means medium size or equipped with close range missiles.  To have it mean 'multipurpose' - 

all vessels are to some extent multipurpose - is unnecessary.  Though, yes, the Izumo-class can 

be taken to be medium size carriers. 

  

It is hoped that for public information purposes the Canadian River-class destroyers will be 

typed as DD, the basic designation.  For operational purposes, they would be DDGH.  Some 

hybrid (e.g., DDG), as is often RCN practice, is confusing and does not meet the NATO 

Standardization Agreement (STANAG). 
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#AI 

The Artificial General Intelligence race and international security 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/perspectives/PEA4155-1.html  

“The papers highlight strategic dilemmas—speed versus caution, perception versus 

reality, and competition versus collusion—that demand deliberate choices to ensure that 

AGI advances international security rather than undermines it.” 

 

#AI #misinformation 

What does it take to moderate AI overviews 

https://www.techpolicy.press/what-does-it-take-to-moderate-ai-overviews/  

“…a concerning trend: during times of crises, the same loop repeats — early speculation 

gets scraped, summarized, and laundered by AI systems.” 

 

#AI #robotics 

How robotics and AI will transform warfare and the future of human conflict (~65min 

listen) 

https://fromthegreennotebook.com/2025/08/23/ep-157-how-robotics-and-ai-will-

transform-warfare-and-the-future-of-human-conflict-with-george-m-dougherty/  

 

#Canadian Army 

Reimagining (US) Army Divisions for Twenty-First-Century Warfare 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/reimagining-army-divisions-for-twenty-first-century-warfare/ 

Comment from contributor: Interesting reading in view of the CA's "modernization" 

transformation.  See: 

The Evolving Canadian Army https://www.canada.ca/en/army/services/army-

modernization/resources/evolving-canadian-army.html 

and 

Canadian Army Modernization https://www.canada.ca/en/army/services/army-

modernization.html 

 

#Canadian Army #defence procurement 

U.S State Department approves sale of HIMARS to Canada 

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/breaking-us-state-department-approves 

 

#Canadian Coast Guard 

Will the Coast Guard’s shift to DND and the Ice Pact strengthen Canadian security and 

industry? (~40min listen) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qstUG4vMW0E&t=196s  

 

Canadian Coast Guard Issues Penalty for a Hazardous Vessel 

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-coast-guard/news/2025/09/canadian-coast-guard-

issues-penalty-for-a-hazardous-vessel.html 

DND is now releasing CCG-related news releases. 

 

#China 

2011 CPLA Junyu (dictionary) 

https://junyu.org/2011-cpla-junyu-dictionary/ 

Other Sources 
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and 

PLA Terms and Concepts: Training, Exercises, & Education 

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=fPXsLbsP_Ik=&portalid=10 

Comment from contributor: Gotta know the other side's language, especially when the 

concepts don't really translate/equate. 

 

#China #Indo-Pacific 

China, soft power, and multilateralism: Contextualizing the Beijing Xiangshan Forum 

(BXF) 

https://cdainstitute.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/BXF-Threat-Assessment-September-

2025.pdf  

“…while the goals laid out in Indo-Pacific Strategy, such as countering China and 

“promoting peace, resilience and security” (Canada’s IndoPacific Strategy, 10) remain 

valid, the means to these ends are dramatically evolving.” 

 

#China #space 

The China threat goes beyond the Pacific, intel chiefs say 

https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2025/09/china-threat-goes-beyond-pacific-intel-

chiefs-say/408293/ 

 

#deception 

Deception on the Transparent Battlefield 

https://smallwarsjournal.com/2025/09/11/deception-on-the-transparent-battlefield/ 

 

#defence industry 

Securonomics: The contribution of a Defence Industrial Strategy 

https://www.geostrategy.org.uk/research/securonomics-the-contribution-of-a-defence-

industrial-strategy/ 

As publication of the Canadian defence industrial draws near. 

 

#defence policy 

Forget the GDP ratio. Our objective is a force that can sustain a fight 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/forget-the-gdp-ratio-our-objective-is-a-force-that-can-

sustain-a-fight/ 

Comment from contributor: An Australian perspective.  Considerations for force 

designers/developers. 

 

#defence procurement 

On Track, vol 36: Defence Procurement Reform: International perspectives and best 

practices 

https://cdainstitute.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/On-Track-Vol-36-2.pdf  

 

Submarines, Fighters, and Attitude in Defence Procurement 

https://philippelagasse.substack.com/p/submarines-fighters-and-attitude 

 

Thoughts on the Defence Investment Agency (DIA) 

https://philippelagasse.substack.com/p/thoughts-on-the-defence-investment 

Prime Minister Carney announces the creation of the Defence Investment Agency 

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/breaking-prime-minister-carney-

announces 
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#defence procurement #Royal Canadian Air Force 

Camels and Capability Sustainment 

https://philippelagasse.substack.com/p/camels-and-capability-sustainment 

 

#defence spending 

From peace dividend to defence dividend: Dual-use, quantum, and NATO targets 

https://www.cigionline.org/publications/from-peace-dividend-to-defence-dividend-dual-

use-quantum-and-nato-targets/  

Comment: This paper proposes a whole-of-government approach with four key areas: 

research and development funding; joint dual-use initiatives; commercialization support; 

and a strategy for intellectual property and research security. 

 

#drones 

From drones to data: Private contractors and cyber mercenaries 

https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/drones-data-private-

contractors-and-cyber-mercenaries  

“Conflict is no longer waged solely with boots, bullets or drones. It is now engineered in 

code, outsourced through contracts, and monetised by private actors offering digital force 

as a service.” 

 

Ukraine’s FPV Drones Just Set a World Record by Striking a Buyan-M Corvette 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/ukraines-fpv-drones-just-set-a-world 

"For the record books, this was the first confirmed FPV strike on a military ship of that 

size anywhere in the world." 

 

The Five Epochs - Of the drone war in Ukraine 

https://tacticalnotebook.substack.com/p/the-five-epochs 

 

The Hottest New Defense Against Drones? Lasers 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/18/world/europe/drones-laser-weapons.html 

 

Underwater drone TOLOKA TLK-1000 with 5-ton payload and 2000 km range unveiled 

in Lviv 

https://golossokal.com.ua/en/ato/u-lvovi-prezentuvaly-pidvodnyy-dron-toloka-tlk-1000-

iz-vantazhopidyomnistiu-do-5-tonn-i-dalnistiu-2000-km.html 

Comment from contributor: Quite the capabilities.  The crucible that is the Russia-

Ukraine war is ensuring quick innovation.  It will be interesting if the Toloka is 

operationally employed (the threat of it alone is a good IO action) and whether 

news/lessons of that employment come out publicly. 

 

New Video Shows the Elimination of Russian Soldiers, Equipment, and Shelters in 

Coordinated Drone and Artillery Operations 

https://en.defence-

ua.com/news/new_video_shows_the_elimination_of_russian_soldiers_equipment_and_sh

elters_in_coordinated_drone_and_artillery_operations-15997.html 

"...the so-called "drone-dragon", a modified unmanned system deployed by Ukrainian 

specialists. This platform is capable of inflicting devastating fire damage on entrenched 

enemy positions, turning occupied trenches and forest lines into burning traps for Russian 

troops." 
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Scaled Composites' Model 437 Vanguard Jet Is Now Flying As An AI Testbed 

https://www.twz.com/air/scaled-composites-model-437-vanguard-jet-is-now-flying-as-

an-ai-testbed 

Comment from contributor: Cool R&D approach: "...an open-access testbed 

ecosystem..."  One can suspect we'll see more of "...optionally autonomous and optionally 

crewed..." (already in use for marine drones). 

 

Estonia’s CATA Launcher: The Silent Catapult Behind Ukraine’s Long-Range Drone 

Strikes 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/estonias-cata-launcher-the-silent 

Comment from contributor: With usually so much attention on the aircraft, often getting 

missed are the launchers and other supporting material. 

 

Let Them Fly: To Generate Drone Combat Readiness, Army Installations Must Step Up 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/let-them-fly-to-generate-drone-combat-readiness-army-

installations-must-step-up/ 

"Let drone sorties be as routine as live-fire events, drone training areas as prevalent as 

maneuver live-fire ranges, and drone feeds as indispensable as radio channels." 

Comment from contributor: Bases need drone ranges as a matter of course. 

 

Have drones changed the nature of war? 

https://robertlyman.substack.com/p/have-drones-changed-the-nature-of 

 

#force design 

What is the US Military Preparing For? Force Design and the Pathology of Lessons 

Learned 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/what-is-the-us-military-preparing-for-force-design-and-the-

pathology-of-lessons-learned/ 

"...force design should encompass much more than a military deciding which new 

technologies to acquire. It should include difficult cultural conversations about whether 

the character of war is changing and whether innovative adjustments are necessary. Force 

design should also include a healthy dose of self-skepticism to recognize when personal 

biases may be interfering with decision-making." 

"History and recent events should remind us that when considering force design, one 

must plan for both the war you expect and the one you do not, at both the strategic and 

tactical levels." 

 

#icebreakers #Russia 

The Battle for the Arctic: How Russia Is Falling Behind in Icebreaker Production 

https://arctida.io/en/investigations/arctic-fight-icebreakers#from-staff-shortages-to-

corruption 

and commentary about article and icebreakers: 

Article on Russian Icebreaker renewal + new Ice-Class list 

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/article-on-russian-icebreaker-renewal 

"Correlation of forces" is a lot more than just counting hulls. 
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#Indo-Pacific #deception 

Foggy With a Chance of Surprise Attack: PLA Amphibious Deception in a Taiwan 

Scenario 

https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-maritime-reports/50/ 

 

#Indo-Pacific #warfare 

Ukraine's Lesson For Taiwan: Build Big, Cheap And Numerous Cruise Missiles 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/ukraines-lesson-for-taiwan-build-big-cheap-and-

numerous-cruise-missiles/ 

 

#intelligence 

The PM’s secret sauce for saving Canada 

https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/the-pms-secret-sauce-for-saving-canada 

 

#NATO 

Canada Is NATO’s Soft Underbelly 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2025/09/25/canada-nato-russia-arctic-defense-us-poland-

drones/ 

 

NATO’s Air Defense Dilemma 

https://warontherocks.com/2025/09/natos-air-defense-dilemma/ 

 

#planning #intelligence 

The origin of threat assessment 

https://blogs.imperial.ac.uk/security-institute/2016/12/14/the-origin-of-threat-assessment/ 

 

#Royal Canadian Navy 

Small ships, big roles: corvettes adapt to modern needs 

https://www.iiss.org/online-analysis/military-balance/2025/09/small-ships-big-roles-

corvettes-adapt-to-modern-needs/ 

Comment from contributor: In context of Continental Defence Corvette project and the 

article [see RUSI(NS) tweet above] reporting CRCN's latest comments about 

corvettes.  Likely the IISS article doesn't say anything new to readers of Dispatches. 

 

Two types of boats? 

https://philippelagasse.substack.com/p/two-types-of-boats 

Also: Navy commander says Canada could end up with subs from two different suppliers 

https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/canada/navy-commander-says-canada-could-end-up-

with-subs-from-two-different-suppliers/ar-AA1N7c6R 
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#Russia-Ukraine War 

 

How Kyiv Re-Built an Army the Soviets Couldn’t Imagine 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/how-kyiv-re-built-an-army-the-soviets 

 

Ukraine hits the planes that haul Russia’s missiles 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/09/30/an-26-strikes/ 

Comment from contributor: Yes, strike the logistics chain! 

 

Guidelines for designing a ceasefire in the Russia-Ukraine war 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA3987-1.html  

“Remote-sensing technologies will play a critical role in any future third-party 

monitoring mission in Ukraine given the scale and danger of the conflict line and the 

otherwise unachievable persistence of monitoring attained through remote sensing.” A 

practical solution in one way but will it work? How will distrust, misinformation and 

cyber attacks play into the feasibility of this approach? 

 

Missile hunters: Ukraine and Russia race to wipe out each other’s launch crews 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/09/25/blowng-up-iskanders/ 

 

Long-Range Drones Used By Russia To Attack Ukrainian Trains: Official 

https://www.twz.com/news-features/long-range-drones-used-by-russia-to-attack-

ukrainian-trains-official 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #armour 

Russia's Last 1,000 Tanks Are 50 Years Old—But Ukraine Should Still Worry 

https://www.trenchart.us/p/russias-last-1000-tanks-are-50-years 

Comment from contributor: Does highlight the advantage of holding on to equipment that 

is no longer first line, even if just to modify it for another purpose (and heavy IFV are 

looking to be more useful).  Of course, storage does have a price. 

And once through the 'drone zone,' maybe old tanks can see some classic armour use 

again. 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #land warfare 

How Kyiv Re-Built an Army the Soviets Couldn’t Imagine 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/how-kyiv-re-built-an-army-the-soviets 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #warfare 

Unmanned Air Defense Systems. Ukraine is Forming new Branch of Armed Forces 

https://militarnyi.com/en/news/unmanned-air-defense-systems-ukraine-is-forming-new-

branch-of-armed-forces/ 

"Ukraine has begun forming Unmanned Air Defense Forces, which will become part of 

the Ukrainian Air Force."  Makes sense, considering the extent of the threat and the effort 

to counter it.  Underscores how far 'drone warfare' has developed. 

"...the shortage of tactical radars was one of the main obstacles to the scaling up of UAV 

anti-aircraft units.' The procurement of 'exquisite' (and expensive and few) air defence 

radars needs to be balanced with availability of 'simple and many.'  AD benefits from 

mass. 
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#shipbreaking 

Ship Graveyard Simulator 2 with two new DLCs for PS5 

https://www.dlh.net/en/news/86034/ship-graveyard-simulator-2-with-two-new-dlcs-for-

ps5.html 

Comment from contributor: Online training for shipbreakers? 

 

#war 

Clausewitz's Definition of War and its Limits 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/clausewitzs-definition-of-war-and-its-

limits/ 

 

The "War Studies" Problem 

https://secretaryrofdefenserock.substack.com/p/the-war-studies-problem 

 

#warfare 

Hybrid warfare: Ukraine, Russia, and Western lessons 

https://www.cigionline.org/publications/hybrid-warfare-ukraine-russia-and-western-

lessons/  

“Canada faces similar threats: foreign actors have tried to influence elections, polarize 

debates and amplify extremism. In response, Canada must strengthen its cyber systems, 

media literacy, legislation and allied cooperation.” 

 

War and the Modern Battlefield: Insights from Ukraine and the Middle East 

https://features.csis.org/war-modern-battlefield/ 

 

The Evolution of Irregular Warfare 

https://www.csis.org/analysis/chapter-12-irregular-warfare 

 

 

Odds and sods… 
 

Marine Institute The Journal of Ocean Technology Volume 20 Number 3 (Fall 2025) 

Maritime Security: Standing Guard 

https://www.thejot.net/archive-issues/?id=92 

contents: 

Achieving Success in a No-Fail Mission: The Future of Maritime Security is Uncrewed 

Digital Depths: Securing Subsea Infrastructure in a High-Tech Era 

Protecting Waterside Critical National Infrastructure 

Maritime Domain Awareness Across the Canadian Government 

Redefining Maritime Security with Uncrewed Surface Vehicles and Artificial Intelligence 

The Coalition of the Capable: The Case for Cross-functional Collaboration in Marine 

Defence 

Maritime Security: Two Personal Experiences 

Uncrewed Surface Vehicles: Revolutionizing Maritime Security 
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#drones 

 

This Polish Swan-Disguised Recon Drone is Built 

to Spy 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/this-polish-swan-

disguised-recon 

 

Are we going to have to include ornithologists in 

our battle group TO&E? 

 
 

#drones 

 

Bus-Sized Uncrewed Airship Being Tested By 

NATO As Maritime Surveillance Platform 

https://www.twz.com/air/bus-sized-uncrewed-

airship-being-tested-by-nato-as-maritime-

surveillance-platform 

 
 

Hmm, what would the contact symbol for a drone balloon look like? 

 

#drones 

Russia Is So Scared Of Ukrainian Drones, It's 

Stripping The Turrets Off Tanks 

https://www.trenchart.us/p/russia-is-so-scared-of-

ukrainian 

Now that’s some IFV!  
 

#drones 

 

NATO ACT @NATO_ACT 20 Sep posted 

(https://x.com/NATO_ACT/status/19693734338813668

14/photo/3): At #DynamicMessenger25, @NATO_ACT 

is testing TALOS, a first-of-its-kind prototype for 

planning, designing, evaluating, & exploiting 

experimentation data across the Alliance. Early results: 

4,500% more data captured than ever before. Once fully  
 

developed, TALOS will be a true game-changer for how @NATO learns, adapts, & 

accelerates. #WeAreNATO 

 

Comment from contributor: An image with this post look like something from a sci-fi 

movie! 

 

  

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/this-polish-swan-disguised-recon
https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/this-polish-swan-disguised-recon
https://www.twz.com/air/bus-sized-uncrewed-airship-being-tested-by-nato-as-maritime-surveillance-platform
https://www.twz.com/air/bus-sized-uncrewed-airship-being-tested-by-nato-as-maritime-surveillance-platform
https://www.twz.com/air/bus-sized-uncrewed-airship-being-tested-by-nato-as-maritime-surveillance-platform
https://www.trenchart.us/p/russia-is-so-scared-of-ukrainian
https://www.trenchart.us/p/russia-is-so-scared-of-ukrainian
https://x.com/NATO_ACT/status/1969373433881366814/photo/3
https://x.com/NATO_ACT/status/1969373433881366814/photo/3


Harbour Drone-Handling Equipment 

  

Whilst the two articles noted below are interesting unto themselves, the two posts 

implicitly highlight that, just as crewed vessels need harbour service vessels and 

equipment, uncrewed vessels also need such support and maybe even more specialized 

USV/UUV handling equipment.  So just as projects to procure ships, aircraft and vehicles 

often need to include consideration of jetties, hangars and garages, drone projects may 

been consider outfitting King's Harbour Masters with appropriate cranes, stands and the 

like (or at least checking current handling equipment for UxV use). 

  

Navy Lookout @NavyLookout 20 Sep 25 posted 

(https://x.com/NavyLookout/status/1969307998796308710): The RN's experimental 

XLUUV, XV Excalibur, continues its programme of trials and experimentation from 

Turnchapel Wharf in Plymouth https://navylookout.com/plans-for-the-royal-navys-extra-

large-autonomous-underwater-vehicle-xv-excalibur/ 

(Plans for the Royal Navy’s Extra Large Underwater Autonomous Vehicle – XV 

Excalibur) 

 

Navy Lookout @NavyLookout 21 Sep 25 posted 

(https://x.com/NavyLookout/status/1969734189294801049): @TomSharpe134  considers 

the potential and limitations of XLUUVs https://archive.is/BqEEg 

(Every navy is buying massive robot submarines. Here’s what I think they’re for) 

  
 

 

SAC Notes 

 

O Canada 

 

Once again this week, President Trump stated that he would like to see Canada as 

the 51st state. Amongst certain elements of the US body politics, they consider this 

to be an honour to be bestowed. Unfortunately for them, Canada was formed in 

large part by folks who fled the newly formed US because of prejudice and 

corruption. What were to become Canadians fought the US during the revolutionary 

war when US forces attempted to take Canada and again in the period 1812 to 

1814. The Fenian raids in the post civil war era eventually added to the mix and 

confirmed in the four British colonies that perhaps we should establish our own 

place and so we did in 1867. There is a reason why Canada is a separate nation on 
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the same continent. Canadians generally are very happy with the current 

circumstances and would rather live in our own house but be neighbourly to our 

next-door friends. 

 

Our Foreign Minister Anita Anand provided Canada’s speech at the UN General 

Assembly last week. It was close to a Canadian government member defining 

Canada’s national interests; however she explained it as the three pillars of 

Canada’s foreign policy. The first pillar was defined as providing for defence and 

security of the people and nation. The second was economic resilience and the third 

was promoting what Canada believes are “core values.” This includes democracy 

and pluralism, or diversity, as well as gender equality, environmental protections 

and working with indigenous people in Canada on sustainable development and 

prosperity. According to the article in the Globe and Mail. 

 

Her speech was not one of subservience or despair but one of hope, confidence and 

optimism and one that clearly showed Canada’s overall sense of self in a world of 

chaos. To be blunt, it was well done. 

 

The real problem for the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) is getting the government 

to clearly articulate what it wants the CAF to be able to do and under some basic 

parameters. Let's look at each service in turn. 

 

The RCAF had a clear idea of what it thought it would need for the future. 

Replacement fighters based on the best aircraft available, replacements for the 

Aurora also based on the best aircraft available and a new capability based on the 

E7 Wedgetail for air early warning (AEW). It also knew it required new radar to 

cover the North and a suitable fleet of long-range drones. Even without a detailed 

explanation one can see a consistent thought process. It is a very workable program 

based on known quantities and qualities of the equipment. 

 

The Navy also seems to have a suitable program with the River Class Destroyers. 

Most people see the destroyers in an older way. Fortunately, the Naval staff sees 

some employment being the same but how they operate with multiple systems will 

be quite different. Submarines capable of air independent propulsion and suitable 

for under ice operations adds a new dimension and capability to the fleet in all three 

oceans. The De Wolfe class also provides a multi-purpose ice capable ship not seen 

in the Navy since the 1950s. The Protecteur class will provide a world class 

replenishment ship; however there are only two, neither capable of operating in ice. 

This is a major weakness. Soon a new class of warship not seen since the Second 

World War, the corvette. This will be a small heavily armed capable warship that 

eventually will be similar in size to our older steamers retired in the 1990s. The 

Navy’s biggest issue will be trained personnel in sufficient numbers. 

 

The Army has just announced Inflection Point 2025 which sees a radical change in 

the Army’s structure. It looks very similar to the early 1960s from which the Army 

never has really recovered. If implemented as written, it will save the Government 

paying for a third service. Essentially it divides the Army into “haves” and “have 

nots” also known as the regular force and the reserve. The paper is found at 

link:  https://www.canada.ca/en/army/services/army-modernization/inflection-

point-2025.html 

https://www.canada.ca/en/army/services/army-modernization/inflection-point-2025.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/army/services/army-modernization/inflection-point-2025.html


 

If one had any doubt about the problem of the Army one only has to watch MGen 

Ritchie’s briefing to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on National Defence 

found at link: https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2024/parl/xc34-

1/XC34-1-2-441-112-eng.pdf 

 

The Army needs to rethink the way ahead including providing for wide-spread 

mobilization in a relatively short period. The status quo tied up in baffle gab will 

not work. Attrition warfare is back along with heavy armour including tanks, IFVs 

and armoured logistics vehicles. The logistics capability needs to be built, just in 

time delivery is never enough. The Army is not ready for combat nor does this 

document give any confidence that it even understands the basic problem. 

 

Australia 

 

Articles from our Australian correspondent: 

 

https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/building-an-australian-nuclear-

industry 

“I think reality is being felt in Australia. They are tackling the challenges of 

building a nuclear industry.” 

 

https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/building-an-australian-nuclear-

industry? 

“I think the Australian folks are starting to grasp the challenge of creating a nuclear 

industry and military capability.” 

 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/nuclear-certification-for-darwin-port-can-

reinforce-aukus-northern-posture/? 

“This is a most interesting article. Several years ago, we visited Darwin!. Like St. 

John's, NL, it is a long way from the rest of Australia. It is close to Indonesia and 

thus exposed to the political climate of that part of Asia. 

HMAS Stirling is comparatively a long distance from China and its near area of 

influence. 

The Australian federal government will have to consider the security risk 

carefully.” 

 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/darwin-should-be-a-forward-operating-base-for-

australias-submarines/ 

Another article on RAN subs and potential basing in Darwin. It expresses physical 

and geographic concerns on the idea. 

 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/nuclear-certification-for-darwin-port-can-

reinforce-aukus-northern-posture/? 

“The RAN is moving forward with Aukus preparations despite Trump's review of 

the arrangement. There is a sense of urgency behind this project.” 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-09-12/inside-the-aukus-plan-to-station-

american-subs-near-perth/105763818 

More on the AUKUS plan. 

https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2024/parl/xc34-1/XC34-1-2-441-112-eng.pdf
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2024/parl/xc34-1/XC34-1-2-441-112-eng.pdf
https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/building-an-australian-nuclear-industry
https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/building-an-australian-nuclear-industry
https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/building-an-australian-nuclear-industry
https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/building-an-australian-nuclear-industry
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/nuclear-certification-for-darwin-port-can-reinforce-aukus-northern-posture/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/nuclear-certification-for-darwin-port-can-reinforce-aukus-northern-posture/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/darwin-should-be-a-forward-operating-base-for-australias-submarines/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/darwin-should-be-a-forward-operating-base-for-australias-submarines/
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https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/nuclear-certification-for-darwin-port-can-reinforce-aukus-northern-posture/
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https://breakingdefense.com/2025/09/australia-commits-to-8-billion-investment-

towards-naval-shipbuilding-aukus-prep/? 

Aukus info keeps rolling out 

 

United States 

 

The US has just started a government shutdown. The Republican Party’s “Big, 

Beautiful Bill” took away health care from 17 M US citizens and has placed an 

increased burden on many who are least able to deal with such a change. The 

willingness on both sides to negotiate in good faith simply was not there so as of 

mid-night on 30 September 2025, the US Government shut down. The outcome and 

security issues which fall out of the shut are unknown. Time will definitely tell. 

 

The other “big” was the recall of somewhere around 800 general and flag officers 

from around the world to watch the Trump-Hegseth comedy act. It was clear that 

the audience was less than impressed with the presentation. Having confidence in 

one’s chain of command is essential, but this was certainly not a method that should 

be repeated. 

 

US support for Ukraine is stepping up as the use of Tomahawk missiles are now 

being considered for Ukraine. This would provide a major punch to Ukraine’s 

efforts to destroy Russian energy infrastructure, especially oil and gas 

infrastructure. President Zelenskiy has warned Russia that attacks on Ukrainian 

power infrastructure would be returned in kind. Belgorod lost its power station as 

an example of Ukrainian intent. In the last three years, Russia has specifically 

attacked Ukrainian power infrastructure along with key civilian installations such as 

schools and hospitals. It seems likely that the US has finally given permission to 

attack deeper targets with US weapons. There was apparently a suggestion that 

President Trump asked president Zelenskiy whether he intended to attack the 

Kremlin, however, there is not a really good source for that comment readily 

available. 

  

Moldova 

 

The following information was provided by Co-Pilot on 29 September 2025: The 

election was held on 27 September 2025. It resulted in a pro-EU victory by 

President Maia Sandu’s party, the Party of Action and Solidarity with a clear 

majority. The pro-Russian Patriotic Electoral Bloc Party is alleged to be largely 

funded by pro-Russian oligarchs and likely the Russian Government.  As of this 

time, voter turnout was 52,2 % of the population or 1.59 M votes out of a total 

eligible voter population of 3.09 M.  The areas of Gagauzia, Northern area and 

Transnistria all had low turnouts under 50% of the population. Transnistria had 

only negligible votes. 

 

The biggest single reason for the victory was the outstanding turnout of the 

Moldovan diaspora from around the world with 276 K voting and the capital of 

Chisinau with well over 50% of the vote going for PAS. 

 

The election was plagued by a major Russian effort. Two pro-Russian parties were 

https://breakingdefense.com/2025/09/australia-commits-to-8-billion-investment-towards-naval-shipbuilding-aukus-prep/
https://breakingdefense.com/2025/09/australia-commits-to-8-billion-investment-towards-naval-shipbuilding-aukus-prep/


disqualified due to irregular funding (read Russian oligarch). It also saw the arrest 

of 74 persons, mainly young men who went to Serbia and apparently received 

training on disruption tactics. It did not go well. These were thwarted by Moldovan 

security forces. 

 

Georgia 

 

The Georgian Government of the Georgia Dream Party continues to arrest 

opposition leaders including those who pleaded for non-violence. As mentioned in 

previous notes the leadership of all opposition parties are now arrested.  

 

Demonstrations continue but they seem to be quickly organized and quickly 

disbanded after a short but media heavy period. 

 

Georgia is about to have municipal elections across the country. The German 

Ambassador was called to the foreign Ministry because of their attempt to influence 

Georgian politics using a “radical agenda” according to Georgian authorities. 

Germany rejected the complaint. One can expect further areas of friction. Russia is 

likely to show more interest as the election date gets closer. This will be a country 

to watch.  

 

Belarus 

 

Zapad 2025 is over. The exercise mainly seemed to be oriented to show the 

Europeans in particular the number of possible nuclear weapons and missile 

systems available. At the end of the exercise all Russian troops who were there to 

participate in the exercise left and are now being redistributed to various fronts. 

They apparently were broken into smaller groups and fed into the Russia Ukraine 

conflict especially around Pokrovsk and Sumy. 

 

Belarus forces have returned to garrison locations. Lukashenko has once again 

dodged a bullet and has kept Belarus out of the fray. 

 

Israel-Iran Conflict 

 

The war on Gaza is a misnomer. It is a campaign against an Iranian proxy. One 

cannot view each part in isolation but rather view this conflict as a much wider 

conflict. The true genocide is the attack by the Iranian regime with the express 

objective of eliminating the Jews from the middle east. The true genocidal action 

occurred on 7 October 2023. It was supposed to be supported by Hezbollah and the 

Houthis as well in an overall coordinated attack on Israel. They failed again. As one 

Israeli officer I knew stated while I served in the Middle east, “Israel can be 

victorious in a hundred wars, but it cannot survive an Arab victory.” The Two State 

solution is no longer viable. No nation on Earth would ever allow the creation of an 

entity whose sole purpose is to destroy your own country. This is not a good idea. 

 

Russia- Ukraine Conflict 

 

Ukraine has recovered more than 300 km2 from Russian forces. There are at least 

three pockets of Russians trapped by recent Ukrainian counterattacks near 



Pokrovsk. Russians have made slow progress against Kupiansk in the North. 

Overall Russian efforts are not achieving major advances anywhere at present. 

The real war is being fought by drones against the infrastructure of both countries. 

It appears Ukraine’s carefully targeted processes are having a greater effect on the 

Russian economy. As of this week, despite having major oil and gas assets, Russia 

is having to import processed petroleum products. Even in St Petersburg and 

Moscow there are long line ups for gasoline and many gas outlets have ceased 

operations. 

 

Refined products have been a major source of income for the Russian regime. 

Ukraine has destroyed or damaged between 20 to 25% of this industry. Russia 

cannot sustain the war without cash. Russian banks are already slowing the amount 

of money individuals can take out of their accounts. Currently, the regime is 

floating the idea of ERubles, but this apparently is not going over well. Inflation 

continues to climb but Russia no longer provides reasonable information to allow 

for an actual figure. Employment is still high and there is a labour shortage, not 

surprisingly because over a million people have left. Some sources say up to 6 M 

have gone. Casualties because of the Special Military Operation are now well over 

1.1 M killed, wounded and missing. Russia is not the Soviet Union. Demographics 

are against it. Despite the losses, President Putin announced the fall draft for 135 k. 

Will they get that number? There is doubt. 

 

Russia has few friends, most are reluctant and careful not to antagonize the US and 

the EU for fear of major sanctions from key markets. There is general acceptance 

that Russia started and is continuing the conflict despite offers for peace talks from 

several sources including from China, Türkiye, and the US. Russia is the problem 

and its lack of outside support from major countries is creating conditions for a 

Russian collapse. Even the next few months may tell the story of how this conflict 

ends. 

 

China 

 

China will be conducting their 15th five-year plan from 20 to 23 October 2025. Xi 

and 370 members of the Communist Chinese Party’s (CCP) Central Committee will 

review the way ahead until 2030. This will be an interesting one as it includes the 

year 2027. This is thought to be the year when Xi has decided to ensure the 

unification with Taiwan one way or another. This will also have to examine what 

actions the Party will take in the event the world isolates China for its actions. This 

is especially important as China still retains the number two position in the world 

economy despite its deteriorating financial circumstances. China has yet to discover 

a way out of its current predicament of heavy indebtedness, crumbling 

infrastructure, sectoral bankruptcies, unemployment and overproduction all of 

which have irritated its trading partners. 

 

The CCP is very reluctant to free the market for private enterprise and encourage 

Chinese citizens to enter a consumer market. This would require the Party to 

essentially release control over the economy instead of trying to direct the economy 

through central planning. Without major reform of this type, China’s economy will 

continue to slide. 

 



The possibility of a major offensive action against Taiwan, a negative world 

reaction coupled with an economy gripped by the hand of an aging CCP will have a 

major negative effect on the global market. The 15th Five-Year plan could well be 

the last five -year plan. 

 

The Autonomous Region of Tibet and East Turkistan have been occupied by the 

Peoples’ Liberation Army (PLA) since 1950/1. The CCP has made every effort to 

eliminate the cultures of the natives of these two regions. One may be surprised to 

learn that Tibet is now called Xizang and East Turkistan with its Uyghur population 

is called the Xinjiang province. In both cases the native populations have been 

colonized by ethnic Han Chinese. Xinjiang is still home to concentration camps 

holding approximately 10% of the Uyghur population. Signage is in Mandarin and 

often “guests” are appointed to Uyghur homes to ensure a proper outlook. 

 

In Tibet, it seems worse. Even the selection of a future Dalai Lama is now the 

responsibility of the CCP, according to the CCP. The current Dalai Lama is 90 

years of age and although in good health, continues to be a thorn in China’s side. 

The Free Tibet Government has found a place in India just outside China’s reach. 

There are now Tibetan Regiments in the Indian Army, so China’s hopes may be 

thwarted yet. 

 

The last point for this week’s China section also affects Canada. Canada has not 

taken any major action against foreign interference including the rather weak effort 

on developing a foreign agent registry. China has developed extraterritorial laws 

that affect activists throughout the world. Canada has even had Chinese Police 

stations set up in major Canadian cities and may have participated in actions that 

are less than diplomatic, such as the kidnapping of Canadian citizens of Chinese 

origin, allegedly arrested for inciting separatism such as the pro-democracy 

activists from Hong Kong or students who are originally from Tibet. Some 

Canadian citizens are currently held in Chinese jails after being arrested in 

neighbouring countries while visiting with relatives. 

 

The Canadian Government under the Liberal Party has continued to conduct 

business as usual with China. Despite all the actions the CCP has taken against our 

country, they still insist on playing nice. It is not a good idea. China is not a friend, 

it is an adversary.  

 

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS) 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-

leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html


 
 



 
 

 

Reserve Force Academic Symposium 2025 – 
Agenda 

 

Same Track, Different Path: Reserve Force 



Readiness 
  

Dates: Friday and Saturday, October 24-25, 2025 

  

Location: Virtual via Microsoft Teams; or in-person at: 

  

 Canadian Forces College 

 215 Younge Boulevard 

 Toronto, Ontario M5M 3H9   

Day 1 Friday, 24 October 2025 

8:30 AM In-person Registration 

8:45 AM Land acknowledgement 

9:00 AM Opening Remarks – Chief of the Defence Staff  
 
Gen Jennie Carignan, CMM, MSC, MSM; Chief of the Defence Staff 
  

SESSION 1: Force Generation and Total Force 

9:15 AM Panel Discussion: Force Generation and Total Force: Quo Vadis 
 
Panel Chair: Irina Goldenberg, PhD; Director General Military 
Personnel Research and Analysis, DND 
 
1. Mobilization for Total Defence: How Can We Get There? 

 
Author: Howard Coombs, PhD; Royal Military College of Canada 
 

2. The Myth of Force Integration 
 
Author: Patrick Kelly, MSM; Planning Manager, DGMPRA, DND 
 

3. Canadian Reserve Force Futures 2050 
 
Author: Michael Rostek, PhD, APF; Defence Scientist, DGMPRA, 
DND 

  
10:15 AM Questions and Answers 

10:30 AM BREAK 

SESSION 2: International Perspective 

11:00 AM Preparing Society for War: Citizens, Soldiers, and the re-invention 
of ‘Total Defence’ in Sweden and the Nordics 
 
Author: Joakim Berndtsson, PhD; School of Global Studies, University 
of Gothenburg 
 

11:30 AM The Polish Territorial Defence Forces (POL TDF) 
 
Author: COL Zbigniew Targoński, Chief of Staff, POL TDF Command 
 

12:00 PM LUNCH 



1:00 PM Scalability Insights for Reserve Forces 
 
Author: Col Renee Kidson, Headquarters 5th Brigade, Australian Army 
  

SESSION 3: Reserve Force Surveys 

1:30 PM Preliminary Findings from the Primary Reserve Force Capability 
and Readiness Study 
 
Author: Sean Pearce, PhD; DGMPRA, Director Research Operational 
and Organizational Dynamics 4, DND 
  

2:00 PM A Closer Look at Reserve Force and Regular Force Integration 
 
Author: Cynthia Wan, PhD; CMP, DND 
  

2:30 PM BREAK 

3:00 PM Reserve Forces: Challenges Across the Deployment Cycle 
 
Author: Kathy Michaud, PhD; DGMPRA, Director Research 
Operational and Organizational Dynamics 
  

SESSION 4: Keynote Speaker  

3:30 PM Tracks on the Tundra: The Role of the Canadian Armed Forces 
Reserves in Arctic and Northern Defence, Security, and Resilience 
 
Author: Whitney Lackenbauer, PhD; Canadian Studies, Trent 
University 
 

4:30 PM End of Day 1 

  

Day 2 Saturday, 25 October 2025 

8:30 AM In-person Registration 

9:00 AM Recap of Day 1 

SESSION 5: Transformation 

9:15 AM Panel Discussion: Transformation of the Reserve Force 
 
Panel Chair: Rebecca Jensen, PhD; Canadian Forces College 
 
1. Reserve Force After Next 

 
Author: John Milne, MSM, MA 
 

2. Radical Pragmatism: A Proposal for a Balanced and Integrated 
Canadian Army 
 
Author: Col Alex Haynes, Director Joint Capability Development at 
the Canadian Joint Operations Command Headquarters 
 

3. Restructuring The Reserves for the Army's Operational 
Success 
 
Author: LCol Sébastien Campagna, Deputy Commander 34th CBG, 



teaches Military History at Royal Military College in St-Jean-sur-
Richelieu 

  
10:15 AM Questions and Answers 

10:30 AM BREAK 

SESSION 6: Mobilization 

11:00 AM Leaving the Fireproof House Behind: Preparing Canada for 
Mobilization in the Twenty-First Century 
 
Author:  Maj Dan Hoyt, SSO1, DMMD Operations, Director General 
Mobilization, SJS 
 

11:30 PM Operationalizing the Army Reserve as a Foundation for Large-scale 
Mobilization 
 
Author: Col Chris Hunt, Canadian Army at United States Army War 
College 
 

12:00 PM LUNCH 

1:00 PM Mobilization: The Once and Future Role of Canada's Army 
Reserve? 
 
Author: Chris Champion, PhD; Editor, The Dorchester Review 
 

SESSION 7: Strategic Reserve 

1:30 PM Strategic Reserve Proposal 
 
Author: CWO Peter Nordstrom, Regimental Sergeant-Major, 38 Signal 
Regiment 
 

2:00 PM Toward a Renewed Reserve Military Service: Mobilization, Civic 
Engagement, and National Security in Canada 
 
Author: LCol Richard Garon, PhD; Fusiliers de Saint-Laurent 
 

2:30 PM BREAK 

3:00 PM Reality of Rhetoric? Examining the Supplemental Reserve and Its 
Role in CAF Readiness 
 
Author: Christopher Ankersen, PhD; Academic Director of the Global 
Security, Conflict, and Cybercrime, Center for Global Affairs, New York 
University 
 

SESSION 8: Regular-Reserve Integration 

3:30 PM Professional Training: Developing Core Programs That Enable 
Regular-Reserve Force Integration 
 
Author: Paul Taillon, OMM, PhD; Senior Academic Advisor, Samuel 
Associates 
 

4:00 PM Closing Remarks – Chief of Reserves  
 
RAdm Michael Hopper, OMM; Chief of Reserves 



  

 

Small and Medium Sized Procurement Fair 

 

The fair is being held November 5, in Ottawa, the day after the Deep Blue (annual 

submarine conference).  The purpose is to allow for G2B networking between marine 

sector SMEs and government clients such as the RCN, Coast Guard and RCMP.  

-----------  

This is to invite you to PSPC's Small and Medium Sized (SME) Procurement 

Fair (previously referred to as the Public Sector Buyers’ Expo) – an event curated to help 

small and medium-sized businesses learn more about doing business with the 

Government of Canada, while connecting directly with procurement professionals!  

  

To bolster the 15th anniversary of the National Shipbuilding Strategy, this year’s expo 

will place a strong emphasis on marine procurement initiatives—a key area for Canadian 

industry and innovation.  

  

This event will not only be an opportunity to hear directly from buyers about upcoming 

tender opportunities and contracting processes, but also a unique engagement forum to 

collaborate with government, organizations and institutions that contribute to the many 

facets of Canada's marine procurement activities. 

  

We are excited to share that we will also be hosting G2B meetings as part of this event, 

providing attendees the option to participate in one-on-one sessions with client 

department professionals in marine procurement strategies, programs, policies and 

projects. 

  

Cost: Free Admission | Free Parking  

 

Here are the links to register for the Small and Medium Sized (SME) Procurement 

Fair and G2B sessions: 

  

- https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/small-and-medium-enterprise-sme-procurement-fair-

tickets-1481659045089 

 

- https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfWLiudpYIqLuN5liM6Dp-

ra7GPmpIMFa-2fHaRuE5GMsFkgA/viewform 

 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/small-and-medium-enterprise-sme-procurement-fair-tickets-1481659045089
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