
 

Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia Dispatches 

17 October 2025 

 

The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the study, 

promotion and debate of defence, security, and safety issues. 

 

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media by 

the Institute.  Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches but 

may be unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada. 

 

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in Dispatches.  

Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.  Email to 

RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.  Comments to articles can be from members or non-

members of RUSI(NS).  Any comment in Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author and 

does not necessarily represent the views of the Royal United Services Institute of Nova 

Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other government department, the 

Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or other agency. 

 

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), 

please inform RUSI(NS).  Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting 

RUSI(NS). 

 

Editor’s Notes: The next issue will be 31 October 2025. 

 

 

Quick links: 

Events 

Publications 

@RUSI_NS on X 

Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook 

Other Sources  

Odds and sods   

 SAC Notes 

 

 

 

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media 
 

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook accounts 

to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com.  Preferably, send the material ready to post. We are still looking 

for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them active. 
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Events 
To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.  RUSI(NS) events are by 

invitation.  If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email 

RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.  RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice.  Email 

RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring. 

 

RUSI (NS) Events: 

 

5 November, Wednesday: Remembrance Dinner.  

 

9 November, Sunday: Remembrance Sunday at the RA Park Memorial. 

 

25 November, Tuesday: Potential joint DIANA Brief in a joint session with NAC 

Atlantic, details TBC. 

 

4 December, Thursday: Meet and Greet. 

 

2026 Schedule Coming Soon. 

 

 

Other Events: 

 

24-25 October, Friday and Saturday: Reserve Force Academic Symposium, “Same 

Track, Different Path: Reserve Force Readiness.” Hybrid event, online and at CFC in 

Toronto. See agenda at end of Dispatches. To register: 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/canada-reserve-

force/about-reserve-force/reserve-force-knowledge-research/reserve-force-academic-

symposium-registration.html  

 

New 27 October, Monday: RAUSI presents “Canada's Missing Playbook: 

Why Canada Needs a Real National Defence Strategy.” This Fireside Chat examine what 

a coherent Canadian strategy should look like, and what it will take to build one. Virtual 

at 2200hrs AT. To register: https://rmcsd.ca/canadas-missing-playbook  

 

5 November, Wednesday: A Small and Medium Sized Enterprise (SME) Procurement 

Fair (previously referred to as the Public Sector Buyers’ Expo) is being held November 5, 

in Ottawa, the day after the Deep Blue (annual submarine conference).  The purpose is to 

allow for Government-to-Business networking. See poster at the end of the Dispatches 

newsletter. 

 

New 7 November, Friday: Veterans Affairs Canada will host a Veterans' Open 

Mic at CFB Halifax Officers’ Wardroom (Sea Room), 2648 Lorne Terrace, Halifax from 

19:00 until approximately 22:00 hr. All ranks are welcome to attend. The Open 

Mic provides Veterans with a casual alternative to the traditional commemorative 

ceremony and recognizes the important role music plays in the healing process and in 

bringing people together. Veterans, current serving members, their families, and other 

guests are invited to an entertaining afternoon where they will have the opportunity to 

share stories and songs or simply enjoy the show. Space is limited, all who wish to join 

please acquire a free ticket through https://simpli.events/e/VACopenmic-

microouvertACC-Halifax. 
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18 November, Tuesday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation 

"Wargaming at HMCS Venture: Enhancing Naval Officer Training." 7-8:30 

AST.  Online.  To register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wargaming-at-hmcs-venture-

enhancing-naval-officer-training-tickets-1592725247089 

 

New 26-30 November, 1 December, Wednesday-Monday: Naval Québec Rendez-vous 

annuel 2025 "Tour of the Quebec shipbuilding ecosystem."  For proposed preliminary 

schedule, email RUSI(NS).  Tours are to: Groupe Océan 

(https://www.groupocean.com/en/ocean/), Marmen (https://marmeninc.com/en), Groupe 

Mundial (https://www.groupemundial.com/en/), Port of Quebec City 

(https://www.portquebec.ca/en/) and the Emergency Response Training Centre CFMU 

(https://www.imq.qc.ca/formation-continue/cfmu/presentation). Price per participant: 

$2,250.00 + taxes (CAD). The price tag covers all the activities from Day 1 to Day 4, 

transportation by chartered bus from site to site on Days 1, 2, and 4, and lunches on 

November 27, 28, and 30, as well as the cocktail reception on November 30. Day 5 is an 

additional cost. Accommodation fees and all other meals not previously mentioned are 

extra. Naval Québec will suggest a hotel for the delegation with a preferential rate in the 

coming weeks. ➢ There is a 15% cancellation fee, and no refund or credit will be given 

15 days before the start of the mission. For inquiries and reservation: Vincent Bernier 

(581) 999-8333 vbernier@navalquebec.ca. 

 

 

Wargaming Events:  

 

Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule: 

https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents  

 

5 January 2026, Monday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation 

"Army Analytic Wargaming." 7-8:30 pm AST.  Online.  To register: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/army-analytic-wargaming-tickets-1554220036969  

 

 

Publications 
 

Canadian Military Journal (Vol. 25, No. 2, Spring 2025) article by RUSI(NS) member 

LCol (ret’d) Ian MacVicar, “NATO Article 5 and Human Security Interventions,” 

https://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/cmj-article-en-252page37.html  

 

 

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest 

edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To 

readers of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated. 

 

weekly: 

Naval Association of Canada 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update 

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members 

News 
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bi-weekly: Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch 

 

monthly: 

Canadian Gunner News 

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews 

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué 

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions 

Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches 

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician 

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt 

Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter 

Veterans Affairs Canada Salute! 

 

quarterly: 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter 

  



@RUSI_NS on X 
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca. 

To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS). 

 

CDA Institute @CDAInstitute 7 Oct posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted: With the recent announcement of the Defence 

Investment Agency (DIA), the timing of Vol. 36 of On Track 

couldn’t be more crucial. This issue dives deep into #Canadian 

defence procurement reform. https://cdainstitute.ca/defence-

procurement-reform-international-perspectives-and-best-

practices/ 

(Defence Procurement Reform: International Perspectives And 

Best Practices) 

 
Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster 7 Oct posted and 

RUSI(NS) reposted: It's 'full steam ahead' for the F-35 program 

until told otherwise, defence official says. Deputy defence 

minister says planning, construction of facilities proceeding 

even with review. #cdnpoli #cdnpolitics #F35 

(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/f35-canada-us-review-

1.7653767) 

 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan "Monitoring and 

surveillance activities by Canada against illicit maritime 

activities including ship-to-ship 

transfers" https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/pressite_00000

1_01701.html @RoyalCanNavy #Arctic &Offshore Patrol 

Vessel conducts blue water patrols for @UN Security Council 

 
"There could be 'mutual interest' in Canada building its 

submarines, says German armament 

secretary" https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/submarines-

canada-germany-rearmament-1.7650508 CAN needs to 

develop &prove capability to maintain & repair #submarines 

before next step - building. @RoyalCanNavy needs subs now, 

not wait for facilities. 

NOBY @NoahGairn 4 Oct posted   
(thread: https://x.com/NoahGairn/status/1974508472893907447): Oh they panicking. No way they 

suggest this without thinking they need to pull the break the emergency glass option. Yeah, bad, bad 

idea. This kind of infrastructure, and the skills behind it, take decades to set up. 
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NOBY @NoahGairn 5 Oct posted and RUSI(NS) reposted: 

The Canadian Army has released its Capstone Operating 

Concept, the next document tied to it's ongoing modernization 

and a look into what the Canadian Army of 2040 might look 

like. 

LINK: https://open.substack.com/pub/noahscornerofrandomstu

ff/p/canadian-army-releases-capstone-operating 

see: Canadian Army Capstone Operating Concept 

https://www.canada.ca/en/army/services/army-

modernization/resources/capstone-concept.html 

 
National Interest @TheNatlInterest 4 Oct posted and 

RUSI(NS) reposted: A Canadian shift to European jets like the 

Eurofighter or Gripen could amplify transatlantic defense 

market rivalries, encouraging other NATO allies to diversify 

away from American platforms as well. 

(Is Canada Planning to Walk Away from the F-35 Program? 

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/canada-planning-walk-

away-from-f-35-program-bw-100225)  
Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster Oct 2 posted and 

RUSI(NS) reposted: Defence procurement vs. defence 

production: What's best for Canada? Rebuilding the defence 

sector requires a shift in the government's mindset, say experts 

#cdnpoli #RearmEurope #NATO #CAF 

(Rearming the military: Should Canada buy it or build it? 

"We know something by what we call it." Yes, there is a need 

to appreciate the differences between defence procurement and 

defence production.  
CDA Institute @CDAInstitute 3 Oct posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted: "Perhaps with Carney’s much-needed investment in 

the CAF, he is doing something that very few peacetime 

Canadian leaders have ever done, anticipating instead of 

playing catch-up." The latest from our new fellow, David 

Borys. https://cdainstitute.ca/same-old-or-something-new-

canadian-defence-procurement-in-the-carney-era/ 

(Same Old or Something New? Canadian Defence 

Procurement in the Carney Era)  
David Pugliese @davidpugliese 3 Oct posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted: The Department of National Defence confirmed that 

the project is facing significant problems but wouldn't say if it 

will be cancelled. Canadian Army vehicle procurement worth 

up to $1 billion facing serious 

problems https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-

watch/canadian-army-vehicle-procurement-lrss via 

@ottawacitizen 
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“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook: 
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at https://RUSI-

NS.ca.  To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. 

 
US military wants to deploy thousands of AI-powered drones 

to deter China but it can’t 

https://cybernews.com/ai-news/pentagon-replicator-ai-

powered-drones-setbacks/ 

 

"Military officers with limited technical expertise reportedly 

influenced bulk purchases, leading to the selection of   
platforms that still required extensive work to operate autonomously." 

 

There's a lesson there.  It's not just politicians who can adversely affect defence procurement. 

 
The Saga of the Pirate ship “Boracay” 

https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/the-saga-of-the-pirate-ship-

boracay 

 

"Canada has sanctioned 310 shadow tanker vessels. 

Interdiction = 0. Russian shadow tankers don’t transit 

Canadian waters and we have not seen fit, to date, to deploy 

Canadian intelligence and maritime capabilities to help our   
NATO allies. 

 

Maybe that should change." 

 

Yes, Canada should take a stronger role in the 'economic warfare' that is sanctioning the Russian 

shadow tanker fleet.  Hopefully Canadian federal departments are considering, planning and exercising 

(this would make a good wargame scenario) the take down of shadow tankers if the opportunity arises. 

And there is a need to plan and prepare where and how to hold tankers once taken ('dog catches car'). 

Maybe with the Canadian Coast Guard now 'integrated' into the Department of National Defence and 

working closer with the Canadian Armed Forces, planning and exercising such a take down this would 

be good team building. 

 
Anduril and Korean Air to develop autonomous unmanned 

system for wildfire detection and response operations 

https://www.flightglobal.com/civil-uavs/anduril-and-korean-

air-partner-on-autonomous-wildfire-response-

uavs/164737.article 

   

Quite the ‘ISR’ (intelligence, surveillance, reconnaissance) 

drone for firefighting operations. To what extent are Canadian 

emergency response (firefighting) and military drone   
developers collaborating? 

 

Canada might well benefit in having national squadrons of firefighting drones in addition or mixed 

with national squadrons of water bombers.  Would such considerations be part of a national firefighting 

capability development plan?  
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The Royal Navy’s new plan for literal gunboat diplomacy is a 

good idea 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/09/29/the-royal-

navys-new-plan-for-literal-gunboat-diplomacy/ 

  

The author, Commander Sharpe, Royal Navy (retired), writes 

of the utility of "low end mass" of tier three (he didn't use that 

term)/Ocean Patrol Vessel (OPV) ships.  His words lead to the   
thoughts/rhetorical questions: Does Canada have sufficient and appropriate tier three vessels in its Artic 

and Offshore Patrol Vessels (AOPV) and Patrol Craft, Training (PCT) (acknowledging that in a 

crisis/contingency, Canadian Coast Guard and other government vessels can be taken up into 

service)?  Do the fleet development plan and, more importantly, public messaging about the Royal 

Canadian Navy’s (RCN) tier three vessels and the navy Canada is/should be building, sufficiently 

address the need and employment for tier three vessels? 

  

Comments from a colleague: Don't confuse AOPV with the OPV Sharpe writes about - they are two 

completely different vessels.  Armament and sensors comparison is a non-starter.  One must remember 

that the AOPV are not in any way shape or form (other than paint) combatants.  They simply don't have 

speed, manoeuvrabilityor any kind of self defence capability.  Truly the best we can hope for with the 

AOPV is as an intelligence-surveillance-reconnaissance (ISR) platform - and even that is a stretch, for 

in that role they would require at a minimum a frigate for protection dependent on task. 

  

Would an OPV platform be a viable option for Canada? In short, yes. Thus I would suggest the idea of 

a corvette makes sense in a number of ways. Appropriately armed and provided with the right sensors - 

radars, communications intercept, etc. - they could be a viable option for offshore sovereignty, 

provided they can make at a minimum 25 knots and have good sea keeping qualities.  A small crew 

with space for trainees would also assist in the training and experience requirements for current sailors 

and officers.  Not containerization, but rather the ability to add short and long range missile capability 

would also make sense - not to swap out capabilities and address myriad mission sets, but simply in 

order to bolt on missile containers when a mission demands.  The US Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) was 

a failure in its initial idea regarding "containerization" in order to quickly shift mission capabilities. 

Simply, the swapping in an out of multiple sensors and weapons to address new taskings was not cost 

effective and from a maintenance and tactical perspective just could not be made to work.  Case in 

point, we all know what happens when one makes a change to the combat system software and tries to 

re-integrate all the fitted systems, sensors, weapons, etc., just to get it all to work. Compound that with 

swapping in and out of multiple containerized systems that change - and one has a problem.  Thus, 

until we either go back to manual systems or an artificial intelligence (AI) system that can self-adjust to 

new systems change out - it simply is not going to work in the way that it was envisaged. 

  

The RCN is stuck in the mindset of "simply make what we have work" without really addressing the 

real threat at sea. Changing systems, sea skimming drones and AI-enabled drone swarms at- sea and in 

the air, capable of "group integration," capable of re-organizing when one or more drones are 

destroyed, able to determine target threat and viability and able to re-prioritize targets and threats as 

they approach a datum are all problems that have radically changed the battle space. Remember the 

Falklands and the emergence of the sea skimming Exocet - one missile that changed the threat at sea.   

  

That problem has now compounded with hypersonics, theater ballistic missile defence (TBD), drones - 

under, on and above - and stealth, all demanding specific capability if for nothing else survival.  To 

loop back, an AOPV would be taken out in minutes if placed into a high threat zone!  As it currently 

stands, sending them off to replace frigates on "flag waving" deployments is okay, but if you are 

sending them into potentially high threat zones (Strait of Taiwan, etc.), our leadership should be very 

careful. They are at the end of the day a 6600 ton behemoth that doesn't move quickly and would likely 

be more of a liability than an asset if things heat up. 

 

From a colleague: Sweden also appears to be going this route. See: https://www.janes.com/osint-
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insights/defence-news/sea/sweden-confirms-pivot-on-new-surface-combatants. As far as Canada is 

concerned, VAdm Topshee has stated that he wants the new Continental Defence Corvette fleet to be 

“Canadian from the core” to the “absolute maximum extent possible, so that we can control our own 

destiny” with the new ship platform.  “We want to be beholden to no one,” he said. “Absolutely built in 

Canada, Canadian combat management system, Canadian bridge integration, Canadian acoustics — all 

of the systems that make that ship, turn it from a ship into a warship.” [Kyle Duggan, "Navy 

Commander says he wants a 'Canadian from the core' corvette fleet", Financial Post/CP, 22 September 

2025.] My plain English translation: don't expect this to be inexpensive or delivered anytime soon. 

 

 

 

#AI 

MOD publishes report on responsible military AI 

https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/mod-publishes-report-on-responsible-military-ai/ 

 

#armour 

We salute the soldiers who named their tank ‘Divine Intervention’ 

https://taskandpurpose.com/news/military-tank-divine-intervention/ 

Comment from contributor: I wonder whether anyone has listed tank names of Canadian 

tanks. 

 

#Canadian Army 

Inflection Point: Canadian Army Modernization 

https://www.cgai.ca/dd_inflection_point_canadian_army_modernization 

Note availability of a transcript. 

 

#defence 

A Cabinet of defence ministers 

https://philippelagasse.substack.com/p/a-cabinet-of-defence-ministers 

 

#defence procurement 

Prime Minister Carney launches new Defence Investment Agency to rebuild, rearm, and 

reinvest in the Canadian Armed Forces faster 

https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2025/10/02/prime-minister-carney-

launches-new-defence-investment-agency-rebuild 

 

#drones 

Drones | Lessons from Ukraine 

NATO video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-TILEFxPA0 

 

Making better use of UK’s carriers 

https://navalinstitute.com.au/making-better-us-of-uks-carriers/ 

Comment from contributor: “Tier-1” means a one-shot system, like most of the drones 

used by the Russians, the Houthis and the Iranians: Tier-2 is one that is quite capable of 

coming back from a mission but cheap enough that you don’t cry if you lose one, like 

many American unmanned systems. Tier-3 is a high-end job that you can’t afford to be 

losing very often." 

Interesting to read of a 'tier' system, usually applied to surface combatants (and often to 

DD, FF, FS and smaller at that), applied to drones.  There are obviously other drone 

Other Sources 
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typologies though usually they are related to drone size, range and altitude.  Sharpe uses 

tiers in a value sense. 

 

Australia’s Ghost Bat: The Drone That Spooks China 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/australias-ghost-bat-the-drone-that 

"The trials proved the drone could perform the first four steps of the air combat chain: 

find, fix, track, and target. In other words, it’s now officially a flying bloodhound with a 

radar." "That’s the future of airpower: one human with a console, directing an entire 

squadron of uncrewed wingmen." 

 

Mothership UAVs, Swarm Comms & Next-Gen Platforms Top UST’s September Read 

https://www.unmannedsystemstechnology.com/2025/10/mothership-uavs-swarm-comms-

next-gen-platforms-top-usts-september-reads/ 

"...launching of a Switchblade 600 from an MQ-9A UAS, validating the concept of large 

unmanned platforms acting as airborne motherships." One wonders whether there is any 

intention to develop the RCAF CQ-9 RPAS to launch UAV. 

"...the “mothership + launched effectors” model is no longer speculative, but making 

strides toward practical demonstration." Will not easier language than 'mothership' and 

'effector' be developed?  We're probably stuck with that. 

"The AR3 EVO‘s ability to operate from small maritime decks (5×5 m zones)..."  That's 

quite the fixed-wing UAV to launch from a small deck.  Catapult launched and VTOL, 

presumably for recovery. Might this allow small government vessels and STUFT to be 

employed as ISR bases? 

 

Series Introduction: USVs in Maritime Security and Sovereignty Enforcement 

https://tuco.dk/usvs-in-maritime-security-and-sovereignty-enforcement/ 

Part 1 of 4: Extending the Maritime Intelligence Edge – USVs in ISR and SIGINT Roles 

https://tuco.dk/extending-the-maritime-intelligence-edge-usvs-in-isr-and-sigint-roles/ 

Part 2 of 4: Building Maritime Situational Awareness – USVs in MSA, COP, and MAS 

https://tuco.dk/building-maritime-situational-awareness-usvs-in-msa-cop-and-mas/ 

Part 3 of 4: Securing Critical Undersea Infrastructure – USVs in CUI Protection and 

Multi-Domain Operations 

https://tuco.dk/securing-critical-undersea-infrastructure-usvs-in-cui-protection-and-multi-

domain-operations/ 

Part 4 of 4: Countering Hybrid Threats – USVs Shadowing Vessels and Detecting Drone 

Operations 

https://tuco.dk/countering-hybrid-threats-usvs-shadowing-vessels-and-detecting-drone-

operations/ 

 

#Indo-Pacific 

The Geography of a U.S.-China War 

https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/the-geography-of-a-u.s.-china-war 

 

#Indo-Pacific #wargaming 

A Wargame to Take Taiwan, from China’s Perspective 

https://warontherocks.com/2025/10/a-wargame-to-take-taiwan-from-chinas-perspective/ 

 

#land warfare #logistics #NATO 

The case for a NATO logistics air defence unit 

https://www.britainsworld.org.uk/p/the-memorandum-39-2025 
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#logistics 

Rethinking Defence Logistics: The Strategic Imperative for Change 

https://logisticsinwar.com/2025/10/02/rethinking-defence-logistics-the-strategic-

imperative-for-change/ 

"Rather than static stockpiling and linear supply chains, contemporary military operations 

require dynamic, adaptive systems that can rapidly pivot between different operational 

requirements while maintaining efficiency and security. This represents a fundamental 

shift from thinking about military logistics as a discrete, defence-specific function toward 

what might be termed “national logistics” or integrated systems that seamlessly leverage 

civilian infrastructure, commercial industrial capacity, and alliance relationships to create 

resilient, adaptive capabilities that serve both military and civilian needs." 

 

#NATO 

NATO Allies cooperate on next-generation training capability 

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/nato-allies-cooperate-on-next-

generation 

 

#Royal Canadian Air Force 

P-8A Poseidon: The Backbone of the US Navy’s Anti-Submarine Strategy 

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/p-8a-poseidon-backbone-of-us-navys-anti-

submarine-strategy-hk-100225 

Comment from contributor: As Canada progresses procuring Poseidon (CP-8? CP-##8?). 

"The Backbone of the US Navy’s Anti-Submarine Strategy" is a rather strong statement 

especially after reading the article.  There are lots of P8 versus P3 improvements but the 

160+ airframes described are hardly strategic.  Persistence, touching on strategic 

requirements, is mentioned and required in the world of anti-submarine warfare but 

aircraft efforts do not compare to fixed, naval, drone or satellite 

capabilities.  Fundamentally, the strategic anti-submarine warfare/anti-surface warfare 

piece with why aircraft/drones fit the vision of 'backbone' is missing. 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #armour 

Russia turns old tanks into “new” T-90Ms—and it’s almost out of old ones 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/10/04/t-90as-into-t-90ms/ 

Comment from contributor: It's not just that Canada doesn't have enough armour, it 

doesn't have enough industry to replace lost armour. 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #drones #artificial intelligence 

Ukraine’s AI Drones Hunt the Enemy 

https://cepa.org/article/ukraines-ai-drones-hunt-the-enemy/ 

Comment by contributor: Good thread read at: David Kirichenko @DVKirichenko 6 Oct 

posted (https://x.com/DVKirichenko/status/1975250647583948840): 1/ Artificial 

intelligence is starting to revolutionize Ukraine’s frontline — but it’s still not there yet. A 

report from the front with a drone unit on how Ukraine’s AI drones are hunting Russian 

forces across the battlefield. 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #warfare 

Beyond FPVs: Learning the Lessons of the Ukraine War—All of Them 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/beyond-fpvs-learning-the-lessons-of-the-ukraine-war-all-of-

them/ 

https://logisticsinwar.com/2025/10/02/rethinking-defence-logistics-the-strategic-imperative-for-change/
https://logisticsinwar.com/2025/10/02/rethinking-defence-logistics-the-strategic-imperative-for-change/
https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/nato-allies-cooperate-on-next-generation
https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/nato-allies-cooperate-on-next-generation
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/p-8a-poseidon-backbone-of-us-navys-anti-submarine-strategy-hk-100225
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/p-8a-poseidon-backbone-of-us-navys-anti-submarine-strategy-hk-100225
https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/10/04/t-90as-into-t-90ms/
https://cepa.org/article/ukraines-ai-drones-hunt-the-enemy/
https://x.com/DVKirichenko/status/1975250647583948840
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/beyond-fpvs-learning-the-lessons-of-the-ukraine-war-all-of-them/
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/beyond-fpvs-learning-the-lessons-of-the-ukraine-war-all-of-them/


 

#security #cyber operations #info operations 

The Telecommunications Threat in New York Exposes a New Geopolitical Battleground 

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/techland/the-telecommunications-threat-in-new-york-

exposes-a-new-geopolitical-battleground 

"Security threats that target critical infrastructure sectors cannot be seen only as 

commercial industry issues, but as national security priorities." 

 

#shipbuilding 

Exclusive First Look at Davie/Helsinki Shipyard's Arctic Security Cutter Design 

https://sixtydegreesnorth.substack.com/p/exclusive-first-look-at-daviehelsinki 

 

#strategy 

Military Strategy and the Political Dynamics of War 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/military-strategy-and-the-political-

dynamics-of-war/ 

@milstrategymag 5 Oct posted: "The ultimate function of military strategy is political 

victory (i.e., obtaining policy objectives via the use made of of violence). To achieve this, 

military strategy must appreciate — and be responsive to — the political dynamics that 

emerge from the recursive relationships" 

 

#warfare #Russia-Ukraine War 

War and the Modern Battlefield: Insights from Ukraine and the Middle East 

https://features.csis.org/war-modern-battlefield/ 

 

#wargaming #NATO 

The JWC Wargaming Branch Conducts Two Wargames for NATO Exercise 

STEADFAST DUEL 2025 

https://www.jwc.nato.int/article/wargames-stdu2025/ 

Comment from contributor: Acronym Alert! KLT = key leader training.  RtCP = 

resilience through civil preparedness. 

 

#weapons 

AUSA 2025: First Looks at Increment 4 PRSM 

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/ausa-2025-first-looks-at-increment 

“Increment 4 PRSM gives Canada a land-based Strike and Anti-Ship capability out to 

800km, enough to cover almost the entire Labrador Sea from the coasts of Labrador or 

the entirety of the North-West Passage from Cambridge Bay.” 

 

 

Odds and sods… 
 

Follow what’s new at the Torch, a resource on past, current, and future defence-related 

topics: https://cfc-ca.libguides.com/c.php?g=709488&p=5154025 

 

Military Strategy Magazine Special Edition "War and Strategy: Back to Basics" 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/special-editions/war-and-strategy-back-to-

basics/ 

contents: 

An Introduction to War and Strategy: Back to Basics 
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What is Strategy? 

Strategic Culture: More Problems than Prospects 

‘Cyberwar’ is not coming 

Air-Sea Battle as a Military Contribution to Strategy Development 

Terminology: Clarity, Context and War 

Bringing the Fundamentals of Strategy to IR 

Another Bloody Century? 

Seek and Destroy: The Forgotten Strategy for Countering Armed Rebellion 

Strategy: Some Notes for a User’s Guide 

Explaining Strategic Theory 

The Policy-Strategy Distinction: Clausewitz and The Chimera of Modern Strategic 

Thought 

The Mythology of Grand Strategy 

 

#drones 

  

Dutch F-35 shoots down Russian drone, displays 

kill marking 

https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/dutch-f-35-shoots-

down-russian-drone-displays-kill-marking/ 

  

A Dutch F-35 Shot Down a Russian Drone over 

Poland—and Got a Celebration Tattoo 
 

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/dutch-f-35-

shot-down-russian-drone-over-poland-got-

celebration-tattoo-ps-100325 

   

That triangular icon is likely to be on its way to be 

a more recognizable glyph than the chevron wing 

of official drone symbology. 

 

 

 

#drones 

  

NOBY @NoahGairn 6 Oct posted 

(https://x.com/NoahGairn/status/1975380128034398

726) 

: The Mission Master family is a product of 

Rheinmetall Canada and has been rightfully 

recognized as one of the premier UGV on the market 

by our allies. It is a showcase of Canadian 

innovation, and the potential we have in the 

unmanned space. 

  

Japan is testing Canadian UGV. Video: 
https://x.com/visionergeo/status/1975205225498611

762 
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#drones (really, #counter-drones) 

 

Ukraine’s 59-kill cargo plane proves low-tech can 

beat high-tech 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/10/07/an-28-

versus-shaheds/ 

 

"Ukraine is launching every possible light plane to 

defend against swarms of Russian Shahed drones." 

 

Hmm, maybe our civil flying clubs should be 

trained as a counter-UAS reserve... 

 

 
 

#drones 

 

The Walrus @thewalrus 4 Oct posted and RUSI(NS) reposted: Canada was once a leader 

in drone innovation. During the 1960s, Canadair (now Bombardier) built the CL-89, one 

of the first drones widely fielded by NATO forces. National security expert Wesley Wark 

examines how Canada could reclaim its edge: 

(How Canada Squandered Its Drone Lead 

https://thewalrus.ca/how-canada-squandered-its-drone-lead/) 

"But this new arms race is being fought on assembly lines as much as in combat zones." 

 

 

Icebreaker versus Ice-capable  

 

Aker Arctic is using the term "icebreaking" and they 

would know. 

 

Public Services and Procurement Canada 

@PSPC_SPAC 1 Oct posted 

(https://x.com/PSPC_SPAC/status/19734076467251324

66): Mission accomplished! The full fleet of 6 arctic and   

offshore patrol ships has been delivered to the @RoyalCanNavy under the 

#NationalShipbuildingStrategy. This boosts sovereignty, supports operations at home and 

abroad, and strengthens Canada’s economy. #AOPS #NSS15 

 

Aker Arctic @AkerArctic 2 Oct replied 

(https://x.com/AkerArctic/status/1973993123798728979): With all six Harry DeWolf-class 

offshore patrol ships delivered, @RoyalCanNavy now has the largest extant single class and, 

at least for the time being, the largest fleet of #icebreaking patrol ships in the world. 

 

At least we’re past ‘slushbreaker.’ 

 

 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/10/07/an-28-versus-shaheds/
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SAC Notes 

 

O Canada 

 

Some very good news to start regarding procurement of defence material. This was 

long promised but not really acted upon in the past. The Canadian Government has 

initiated the new “Defence Investment Agency” it is designed to improve the 

delivery of equipment by streamlining procedures to eliminate duplication and to 

develop specially trained personnel. The second piece was to develop new relations 

with Canadian firms to create a Canadian defence industrial base for future 

acquisitions and development within Canada. And lastly, to improve our 

relationship with non-American defence providers in Europe and friendly nations of 

Asia. As always, the devil is always in the details. The material came from CTV 

reporting. 

 

Gen Carignan, the Chief of Defence Staff, stated that the supporting requirements 

for F 35 are ongoing. She also stated in her interview with Vesey Kapelos, that she 

will deal with changes as they occur. The issue was in the hands of the government. 

Another piece of good news was the move of the Coast Guard from Fisheries and 

Oceans to the Department of National Defence as of 2 October 2026.  Bill C2 

currently being developed will layout what this means as far as the Coast Guard’s 

relationship with the Canadian Armed Forces. The Coast Guard will add more hulls 

to the surveillance and security of Canada. 

 

On the negative side, the government has not taken the most basic of actions 

against foreign interference. The Chinese have been cited a number of times yet the 

government still is playing nice. The Chinese offer to drop tariffs on canola if 

Canada drops its tariffs on Chinese EVs is a chump’s bargain. The Chinese have 

subsidized their EV industry to the tune of hundreds of billions of dollars. Such a 

move would devastate the auto industry in North America. China is seeking to 

divide not only Canadian provinces but also with the US. It is not a good bargain. 

 

Australia 

 
https://gcaptain.com/us-will-have-access-to-western-australia-nuclear-submarine-

shipyard/? 

Another story on the Henderson facilities. 

 

https://gcaptain.com/australia-to-invest-8-billion-in-nuclear-submarine-shipyard/? 

Another news story with a price tag for facilities. 

 
https://breakingdefense.com/2025/09/australia-commits-to-8-billion-investment-

towards-naval-shipbuilding-aukus-prep/? 

Aukus info keeps rolling out. 

 
https://news.usni.org/2025/09/15/australia-pledges-7-9b-for-naval-project-to-support-

aukus-subs? 

This story covers the Henderson facility funding needs. 

 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-09-12/inside-the-aukus-plan-to-station-american-
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subs-near-perth/105763818 

More on the AUKUS plan. 

 
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/albanese-s-narrow-path-keeping-trump-

happy-aukus? 

If the forwarded article is reasonably correct in its commentary, Australia is 

seriously exposed to the whims of Trump and others in the USA. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/nuclear-certification-for-darwin-port-can-reinforce-

aukus-northern-posture/? 

The RAN is moving forward with Aukus preparations despite Trump's review of 

the arrangement. There is a sense of urgency behind this project. 

 

https://gcaptain.com/australia-to-invest-8-billion-in-nuclear-submarine-shipyard/? 

The cost of the nuclear submarine shipyard is huge. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/nuclear-certification-for-darwin-port-can-reinforce-

aukus-northern-posture/? 

This is a most interesting article. Several years ago, we visited Darwin! Like St. 

John's, NL, it is a long way from the rest of Australia. It is close to Indonesia and 

thus exposed to the political climate of that part of Asia. 

 

HMAS Stirling is comparatively a long distance from China and its near area of 

influence. The Australian federal government will have to consider the security risk 

carefully. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/darwin-should-be-a-forward-operating-base-for-
australias-submarines/ 

Another article on RAN subs and potential basing in Darwin. It expresses physical 

and geographic concerns on the idea. 

 
https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/building-an-australian-nuclear-

industry? 

I think reality is being felt in Australia. They are tackling the challenges of building 

a nuclear industry. 

 
https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/building-an-australian-nuclear-

industry? 

I think the Aus folks are starting to grasp the challenge of creating a nuclear 

industry and military capability. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/forget-the-gdp-ratio-our-objective-is-a-force-that-can-

sustain-a-fight/? 

This article is interesting. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australias-northern-air-bases-building-resilience-

slowly/? 

The RAAF has considerable work to be done to secure the north of the country. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/japans-new-leader-could-provide-australias-
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submarine-lifeline/? 

There are concerns about the Aus submarine program. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/japans-new-leader-could-provide-australias-

submarine-lifeline/? 

I sense Australian concerns about reliance on British designs and components for 

new submarines. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australias-northern-air-bases-building-resilience-
slowly/ 

Progress continues but the threat increases too. 

 
https://breakingdefense.com/2025/10/white-house-finland-to-sign-deal-for-4-

icebreakers/? 

Davie and its Finnish competitor have done well to land these contracts with the US 

government. Clearly, the US sees the Russo-Chinese threat in the Arctic as 

increasing. Canada needs to up its capabilities in the North with greater urgency. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/europes-banks-quietly-mobilise-for-economic-

warfare/? 

European banks are financing defence spending by European governments. The 

banks of European nations are helping the beating of drums. 

 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/without-supply-chain-resilience-australian-defence-is-

brittle/? 

This article exposes the vulnerability of Australia in any global or regional crisis, 

including a global or regional war. Its geographic isolation is a serious problem as 

its dependency on seaborne movement of goods and services can be restricted by 

any maritime capable threat generator. 

 
https://theconversation.com/australia-png-defence-treaty-what-we-can-learn-from-
history-to-make-this-new-alliance-work-266784 

This is an interesting article. 

 

United States 

 

The US has always had a major interest in the Middle East despite its constant 

chaos and intrigue. One commentator on Times Radio, that President Trump moves 

chaotically from one thing to another. His relationship with Europe, Canada seems 

to be quite bizarre and away from normal diplomacy; this is allegedly because he is 

a “transactional businessman” but rather because he creates chaos. It now seems 

that a chaotic President was just what was needed to create conditions for a 

breakthrough in the Israel Gaza campaign. The surviving hostages have been 

returned, the 28 bodies of those killed during their imprisonment are to be returned 

over the next couple days. 

 

The ceasefire has allowed Hamas to come out, fully armed and acting against all 

those who cooperated with the Israelis. Hamas is a terrorist organization and 

continues to terrorize its own people. This authoritarian terrorist regime is now 

solely interested in its own survival, and it is being aided and abetted by the 
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international community. 

 

In regard to the Russia-Ukraine conflict, Trump has wondered whether to give 

Tomahawk cruise missiles to Ukraine. Russia has reacted as expected stating it is 

an escalation and that because the Tomahawk is nuclear capable, it might cause an 

unexpected reaction. Time will tell if this threat is just another one after many 

others are speculating on a nuclear response. 

 

The US government is shut down. The chance of the Congress to come to an 

agreement is next to nil at present. The longest shutdown in recent times was 35 

days. The Democrats are using the shutdown to try to force Republicans to return 

funding to Medicaid for millions of less fortunate Americans instead of providing 

unfunded tax cuts to the well off. It could be much longer and force the US into 

economic hardship. 

 

Moldova 

 

The fallout from the election on 27 September 2025 has been largely positive. 

Moldova with support was able to thwart a major Russian disinformation campaign 

and potentially the creation of a low-level insurgency paid for by Russia. 

It has created conditions and confidence to increase its speed towards joining the 

EU. This being said, a sizable portion of the population are still pro-Russian. It will 

require constant effort to eliminate or mitigate against continued Russian efforts to 

destabilize the country. 

 

Georgia 

 

New demonstrations against the Georgia Dream Party continue. Authorities have 

vowed to crackdown on these efforts but at this point do not seem to have 

influenced demonstrators. 

 

The authorities have arrested and tried most of the leaders of opposition parties. 

Despite the loss of leadership, the grassroots movement seems to have regained its 

strength. Is there a possibility of the government being forced to resign, it seems 

unlikely that this could occur without support from security forces.  

 

Belarus 

 

Belarus continues to be in a balancing act. The regime is seeking to retain power by 

appearing to cooperate with Russia…to an extent. In real terms, Lukashenko has 

continued to avoid entering the war  with its own security forces. Lukashenko has 

sent personnel near the border but also has withdrawn those forces back to their 

garrisons within a short time, often stating it was just an exercise/drill. 

 

Belarus has provided jump off points for Russian forces in the initial stage of the 

war. The regime also saw that Putin’s effort was misguided; this view seems to 

have been confirmed as the war has continued into its fourth year. Belarus has 

watched from the sideline as Russia has absorbed vast numbers of casualties 

 

 



Israel-Iran Conflict 

 

The Gaza campaign has taken over the narrative of the Iran-Israel conflict. The war 

is between Israel and Iran and not just the proxies of Hamas, Hezbollah and the 

Houthis. Despite the new ceasefire agreement, the war is far from over and likely to 

rear its ugly head. Already, not only is Hamas not disarmed, but it is also currently 

actively killing opposition members who cooperated with Israel. Hamas has been 

aided and abetted by well-meaning but gullible supporters especially within the UN 

and other NGOs. 

 

The two-state solution is dead for at least a further generation. No other country 

would allow the set up of a hostile power beside it willingly. It is time the world 

understands this point. 

 

Russia-Ukraine Conflict 

 

The war continues unabated. Russia continues to pound Ukrainian cities especially 

power and other utilities to make the life of Ukrainian citizens miserable, during the 

winter months. This is the fourth year that Russia has used this method with 

relatively poor results. Ukraine has been targeting Russian facilities supporting 

Russia’s oil and gas industry and factories that produce key equipment for the 

Russian military. Their efforts seem more intelligence driven and thus more 

productive at the same time avoiding unnecessary civilian losses. There is little 

doubt which is more effective in the long run. 

 

Russia is no longer able to replace the large losses in manpower or equipment. The 

Institute for the Study of War has reported that Russia has passed new legislation to 

allow “active reservists” to be used outside the borders of Russia. This legislation 

was apparently passed by the Duma on 13 October 2025. Russian losses have 

reached 1.1M personnel killed or wounded. Financial incentives are insufficient to 

get the necessary volunteers thus it is likely that a mobilization or something 

resembling a mobilization of Russian manpower is increasingly possible. 

 

Russia has also started efforts to restart tank manufacturing including the T80 and a 

new version of the T 90 M3 to rebuild Russian tank stocks. The same is true of 

Russian aircraft production where there seems to be routine announcements of new 

aircraft being delivered to the Russian air force. The numbers actually delivered 

show a production rate of about one per month for the SU 34 and SU 35. Newer 

aircraft such as the SU 57 and SU 75 are not being produced in sufficient numbers 

at this point. Older aircraft such as the SU 24,SU 25, S 27, and the Mig series are 

no longer produced and restarting production lines are unlikely. In other words, 

Russia talks a tough line but its ability to realistically act on the production 

requirements is not there. 

 

The reason for this is the Russian economy is failing badly. Its national financial 

reserve is almost gone. The oil and gas industry is heavily damaged to the extent 

that there are major gas and diesel shortages across the country. One estimate, 

which is likely high, estimates that Ukraine has reduced the capacity by up to 40%. 

Russian industry is unable to get loans to invest in required repairs to damaged 

facilities. Most of Russia’s oil and gas facilities were built by Western engineering 



firms and used Western parts. They cannot replace these parts easily. Inflation is 

rampant with it officially at 8% but foreign observers estimate it in double digits. 

Russian efforts by the central bank have been stymied by political interference. 

Most importantly, increasing sanctions not only against Russia but also its 

customers for its products make it difficult to generate income. 

 

There is some doubt whether the Russian Federation will be able to meet its desired 

production levels within the foreseeable future based on their economic structure. 

Political interference has crippled the ability of the central bank to support the 

necessary effort to stabilize the economy. The Putin regime’s war effort has been 

expensive now consuming 38% of the official budget and social requirements are 

left far behind. The bottom line is that Russian citizens are increasingly poorer 

despite high employment levels. It is not a recipe for success. Will the economy 

fail, the answer is yes, but that is a very different story. It is hard to estimate 

without reliable figures which are no longer released. 

 

As a last point, the Russian courts have laid charges against Mikhail 

Khodorkovsky, and Vladimir Kara-Murza, both dissidents that live overseas as yet 

a new attempt to silence international critics. The current regime is capable of 

attacking dissidents and has done so regularly with little fallout because of their 

actions. The first step is declaring someone a terrorist or equivalent. The next step 

is to discredit and finally capture or kill the target. Will they get away with it. 

 

China 

 

China is an authoritarian regime. It regularly attacks its minorities such as Tibetans 

and Uyghurs as well as religious groups such as Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, 

Falun Gong etc. It regularly cracks down on entrepreneurs and private enterprise 

companies. The key piece of information is why? 

 

The Communist Chinese Party (CCP) main goal is its survival as the ruling party. If 

one understands this, it makes more sense that anyone or organization that becomes 

a threat, it is removed or crippled before it can become an actual competitor. It is 

something to keep in mind. 

 

Although it denies the accusation it is clear that China has an agenda that places the 

CCP’s China at the top of the world’s leadership. It also means that China was and 

is continuing to conduct an imperial foreign policy. This is most readily seen in the 

South China Sea and its actions against the Philippines in what the world accepts as 

Philippine territory. Even last week a Philippine government ship was attacked with 

a water cannon and rammed by a Chinese Coast Guard vessel. It is not the only area 

as well. China is engaged in aggressive actions against virtually all its neighbours at 

sea and on the land. China is an aggressor in all cases. Even Canada is not immune, 

as a Canadian aircraft was “buzzed” at an unsafe distance by a Chinese fighter 

aircraft last week while on duty to catch ships breaking the sanctions against North 

Korea. 

 

Last week, the US Administration of Donald Trump increased tariffs against China 

by 100%. This has caused further disruption in world trade. The US markets fell 

almost immediately, and most markets also responded negatively. 



The US has also placed restraints on China’s ability to access US developed 

technology even if produced in foreign countries. These areas include artificial 

intelligence, robotics, electric vehicles, solar panels, nuclear power through fusion 

experiments, and quantum physics. China produces more engineers per capita than 

any other country. Although initially the quality of these engineers was poor, times 

and abilities have changed, and they now produce more patents than the US. 

There is little doubt, China has progressed. It has produced some truly amazing 

engineering feats including massive bridges, high speed rail, a space station and 

whole cities, a multitude of electric vehicle companies, and has certainly achieved 

amazing results in the development of solar power as well. Most of these 

achievements are a result of extreme government subsidies such as EVs where 

nearly 280 B USD has been invested to achieve their goals. It created more than 

400 EV companies; most have gone bankrupt including some that were considered 

successful. 

 

The bottom line is that China’s CCP will sacrifice all its achievements to survive. It 

is something to keep in mind when considering the possibility of a Taiwan 

invasion. 

 

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS) 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-

leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html 

 

Reserve Force Academic Symposium 2025 – 
Agenda 

 

Same Track, Different Path: Reserve Force 
Readiness 

  

Dates: Friday and Saturday, October 24-25, 2025 

  

Location: Virtual via Microsoft Teams; or in-person at: 

  

 Canadian Forces College 

 215 Younge Boulevard 

 Toronto, Ontario M5M 3H9   

Day 1 Friday, 24 October 2025 

8:30 AM In-person Registration 

8:45 AM Land acknowledgement 

9:00 AM Opening Remarks – Chief of the Defence Staff  
 
Gen Jennie Carignan, CMM, MSC, MSM; Chief of the Defence Staff 
  

SESSION 1: Force Generation and Total Force 

9:15 AM Panel Discussion: Force Generation and Total Force: Quo Vadis 
 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html
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Panel Chair: Irina Goldenberg, PhD; Director General Military 
Personnel Research and Analysis, DND 
 
1. Mobilization for Total Defence: How Can We Get There? 

 
Author: Howard Coombs, PhD; Royal Military College of Canada 
 

2. The Myth of Force Integration 
 
Author: Patrick Kelly, MSM; Planning Manager, DGMPRA, DND 
 

3. Canadian Reserve Force Futures 2050 
 
Author: Michael Rostek, PhD, APF; Defence Scientist, DGMPRA, 
DND 

  
10:15 AM Questions and Answers 

10:30 AM BREAK 

SESSION 2: International Perspective 

11:00 AM Preparing Society for War: Citizens, Soldiers, and the re-invention 
of ‘Total Defence’ in Sweden and the Nordics 
 
Author: Joakim Berndtsson, PhD; School of Global Studies, University 
of Gothenburg 
 

11:30 AM The Polish Territorial Defence Forces (POL TDF) 
 
Author: COL Zbigniew Targoński, Chief of Staff, POL TDF Command 
 

12:00 PM LUNCH 

1:00 PM Scalability Insights for Reserve Forces 
 
Author: Col Renee Kidson, Headquarters 5th Brigade, Australian Army 
  

SESSION 3: Reserve Force Surveys 

1:30 PM Preliminary Findings from the Primary Reserve Force Capability 
and Readiness Study 
 
Author: Sean Pearce, PhD; DGMPRA, Director Research Operational 
and Organizational Dynamics 4, DND 
  

2:00 PM A Closer Look at Reserve Force and Regular Force Integration 
 
Author: Cynthia Wan, PhD; CMP, DND 
  

2:30 PM BREAK 

3:00 PM Reserve Forces: Challenges Across the Deployment Cycle 
 
Author: Kathy Michaud, PhD; DGMPRA, Director Research 
Operational and Organizational Dynamics 
  

SESSION 4: Keynote Speaker  

3:30 PM Tracks on the Tundra: The Role of the Canadian Armed Forces 



Reserves in Arctic and Northern Defence, Security, and Resilience 
 
Author: Whitney Lackenbauer, PhD; Canadian Studies, Trent 
University 
 

4:30 PM End of Day 1 

  

Day 2 Saturday, 25 October 2025 

8:30 AM In-person Registration 

9:00 AM Recap of Day 1 

SESSION 5: Transformation 

9:15 AM Panel Discussion: Transformation of the Reserve Force 
 
Panel Chair: Rebecca Jensen, PhD; Canadian Forces College 
 
1. Reserve Force After Next 

 
Author: John Milne, MSM, MA 
 

2. Radical Pragmatism: A Proposal for a Balanced and Integrated 
Canadian Army 
 
Author: Col Alex Haynes, Director Joint Capability Development at 
the Canadian Joint Operations Command Headquarters 
 

3. Restructuring The Reserves for the Army's Operational 
Success 
 
Author: LCol Sébastien Campagna, Deputy Commander 34th CBG, 
teaches Military History at Royal Military College in St-Jean-sur-
Richelieu 

  
10:15 AM Questions and Answers 

10:30 AM BREAK 

SESSION 6: Mobilization 

11:00 AM Leaving the Fireproof House Behind: Preparing Canada for 
Mobilization in the Twenty-First Century 
 
Author:  Maj Dan Hoyt, SSO1, DMMD Operations, Director General 
Mobilization, SJS 
 

11:30 PM Operationalizing the Army Reserve as a Foundation for Large-scale 
Mobilization 
 
Author: Col Chris Hunt, Canadian Army at United States Army War 
College 
 

12:00 PM LUNCH 

1:00 PM Mobilization: The Once and Future Role of Canada's Army 
Reserve? 
 
Author: Chris Champion, PhD; Editor, The Dorchester Review 



 

SESSION 7: Strategic Reserve 

1:30 PM Strategic Reserve Proposal 
 
Author: CWO Peter Nordstrom, Regimental Sergeant-Major, 38 Signal 
Regiment 
 

2:00 PM Toward a Renewed Reserve Military Service: Mobilization, Civic 
Engagement, and National Security in Canada 
 
Author: LCol Richard Garon, PhD; Fusiliers de Saint-Laurent 
 

2:30 PM BREAK 

3:00 PM Reality of Rhetoric? Examining the Supplemental Reserve and Its 
Role in CAF Readiness 
 
Author: Christopher Ankersen, PhD; Academic Director of the Global 
Security, Conflict, and Cybercrime, Center for Global Affairs, New York 
University 
 

SESSION 8: Regular-Reserve Integration 

3:30 PM Professional Training: Developing Core Programs That Enable 
Regular-Reserve Force Integration 
 
Author: Paul Taillon, OMM, PhD; Senior Academic Advisor, Samuel 
Associates 
 

4:00 PM Closing Remarks – Chief of Reserves  
 
RAdm Michael Hopper, OMM; Chief of Reserves 
  

 

Small and Medium Sized Procurement Fair 

 

The fair is being held November 5, in Ottawa, the day after the Deep Blue (annual 

submarine conference).  The purpose is to allow for G2B networking between marine 

sector SMEs and government clients such as the RCN, Coast Guard and RCMP.  

-----------  

This is to invite you to PSPC's Small and Medium Sized (SME) Procurement 

Fair (previously referred to as the Public Sector Buyers’ Expo) – an event curated to help 

small and medium-sized businesses learn more about doing business with the 

Government of Canada, while connecting directly with procurement professionals!  

  

To bolster the 15th anniversary of the National Shipbuilding Strategy, this year’s expo 

will place a strong emphasis on marine procurement initiatives—a key area for Canadian 

industry and innovation.  

  

This event will not only be an opportunity to hear directly from buyers about upcoming 

tender opportunities and contracting processes, but also a unique engagement forum to 

collaborate with government, organizations and institutions that contribute to the many 

facets of Canada's marine procurement activities. 

  



We are excited to share that we will also be hosting G2B meetings as part of this event, 

providing attendees the option to participate in one-on-one sessions with client 

department professionals in marine procurement strategies, programs, policies and 

projects. 

  

Cost: Free Admission | Free Parking  

 

Here are the links to register for the Small and Medium Sized (SME) Procurement 

Fair and G2B sessions: 

  

- https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/small-and-medium-enterprise-sme-procurement-fair-

tickets-1481659045089 

 

- https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfWLiudpYIqLuN5liM6Dp-

ra7GPmpIMFa-2fHaRuE5GMsFkgA/viewform 
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