Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia Dispatches
12 December 2025

The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the study,
promotion and debate of defence, security, and safety issues.

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media by
the Institute. Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches but
may be unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada.

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in Dispatches.
Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime. Email to
RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com. Comments to articles can be from members or non-
members of RUSI(NS). Any comment in Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author and
does not necessarily represent the views of the Royal United Services Institute of Nova
Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other government department, the
Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or other agency.

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address),
please inform RUSI(NS). Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting
RUSI(NS).

Editor’s Notes: Season greetings to all! May everyone have the opportunity to spend time
with family and friends at this year’s end, pausing to connect and recharge. It’s been an
interesting year and geopolitical events and concerns aren’t likely to calm anytime soon.

There will be an extended break between issues over the holidays. The next issue will be
9 January 2026.

Quick links:
Events
Publications
@RUSI NS on X
Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook
Other Sources
Odds and sods
SAC Notes

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook accounts
to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com. Preferably, send the material ready to post. We are still looking
for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them active.
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Events

To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. RUSI(NS) events are by
invitation. If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice. Email
RUSI(NY) if there is a question of an event occurring.

RUSI (NS) Events:
Tentative 2026 Schedule:

January - ACOA end January, likely virtual.
- New Arctic Security Discussion Group, RA Park, 1800 hrs 30 January 2026, in-
person and virtual
February - VAdm Miller (Retd) First Gulf War, in-person + virtual, RA Park.
March - NORAD Modernization Update, virtual.
April - RCMP or CBSA update, in-person, likely their location.
May - Col Tarra Willis, Comd 12 Wing, Future of Maritime Air, hybrid, in-person +
virtual, Shearwater Aviation Museum.
June - Mr Harvey Vardy, Director Intervention Response Atlantic, virtual, 17" June.

Other Events:

12 December, Friday: The Institute for Indo-Pacific Security presents, “Engaging the
Pacific Island Countries (PICs): Offering Reliable Alternatives Beyond Bejing.” The
importance of engaging in the "Global South" has been rising as the rule-based
international order faces increasing challenges. In particular, the strategic importance of
the PICs has gotten increasing attention in the context of intensifying U.S.-PRC strategic
competition. 1000hrs AST, virtual. Register at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/engaging-
the-pics-offering-reliable-alternatives-beyond-beijing-tickets-

1975606834223 ?aff=oddtdtcreator

Wargaming Events:

Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule:
https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents

5 January 2026, Monday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation
"Army Analytic Wargaming." 7-8:30 pm AST. Online. To register:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/army-analytic-wargaming-tickets-1554220036969

New 27 April, Monday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation
"Evaluating Wargaming as a Methodology." 7-8:30 pm ADT. Online. To

register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/evaluating-wargaming-as-a-methodology-tickets-
1543292442239
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Publications

26 November 2025, RUSI(NS) and the Royal

Military Colleges of Canada Alumni Association ®)

Atlantic Branch Citadel Group hosted the staff = D I A N A
from the NATO Defence Innovation Accelerator ‘Zt

for the North Atlantic (DIANA) located here in
Halifax. "Through an Alliance-wide network of
innovators, accelerators, test centres and end
users, NATO DIANA is solving critical defence, security and resilience challenges to
provide decisive defence and security effects." The presentations by LCol Nadia Kang

and Mr Matt Clancey were excellent. RUSI(NS) members may request a copy of the
slide deck by emailing RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.

Defence | Innovation | Adoptlon

Canadian Coast Guard Atlantic Region Newsletter Coastlines, July-September 2025
Available to RUSI(NS) members on request to RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest
edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To
readers of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated.

weekly:

Naval Association of Canada

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members
News

bi-weekly: Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch

monthly:

Canadian Gunner News

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions
Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt
Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter
Veterans Affairs Canada Salute!

quarterly:
Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter



mailto:RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com
mailto:RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com

@RUSI_NSon X

@RUSI NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca.

To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS).

Funny Defence Cat-Man @NoahGairn 11 Dec posted and
RUSI(NS) reposted: Could Canada get CMAR next year?
(probably not but

maybe) https://open.substack.com/pub/noahscornerofrandomst
uff/p/could-canada-get-cmar-next-year-probably

(also: New rifles on the way for Canada's soldiers as defence
spending ramps up
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/colt-modular-assault-rifles-
army-9.7011113)

(probably not but
maybe)

David Pugliese @davidpugliese 5 Dec posted and RUSI(NS)
reposted: Leak of F-35 scoring chart puts pressure on Carney
to select U.S. aircraft. But supporters of Saab's Gripen dismiss
the internal DND report from 2021 as outdated and warn the F-
35 has significant technical

problems. https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-
watch/leak-of-f-35-scoring-chart-carney-u-s-gripen via
@ottawacitizen

Murray Brewster @Murray Brewster 4 Dec posted and
RUSI(NS) reposted: Defence minister says 'we're good' to meet
2% NATO spending target by March #cdnpoli #Defence
#NATO
(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canada-nato-defence-
spending-9.7003671)

National Defence @NationalDefence 4 Dec posted and
RUSI(NS) reposted
(https://x.com/NationalDefence/status/1996612895397072914:
On November 25, the Honourable David J. McGuinty
officially established the Canadian Joint Forces Command, a
new CAF command designed to strengthen leadership,
coordination, and accountability.
https://canada.ca/en/department-national-
defence/news/2025/12/canadian-armed-forces-establish-
canadian-joint-forces-command.html

(Canadian Armed Forces establish Canadian Joint Forces Command)

backgrounder: Canadian Joint Forces Command

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/news/2025/12/canadian-joint-forces-

command.html
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“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook:
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at https://RUSI-
NS.ca. To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.

Nothing to report.
Other Sources

#AI #quantum computing #G7

Montreal hosts G7 ministers to talk about artificial intelligence and quantum computing
https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/article/montreal-hosts-g7-ministers-to-talk-about-
artificial-intelligence-quantum-computing/

#artillery #land warfare
Why the US military wants to change how it uses artillery
https://taskandpurpose.com/tech-tactics/us-military-new-tube-artillery/

#Canada #geopolitical trends

Breaking point: the new big shifts putting Canada at risk (~50min watch)
https://www.cigionline.org/multimedia/breaking-point-the-new-big-shifts-putting-
canada-at-risk/

#Canadian Armed Forces

Gen Boivin - Commander of Canadian Joint Operations Command
https://canadiandefencereview.com/lgen-steve-boivin-commander-of-canadian-joint-
operations-command/

#Canadian Armed Forces #A2R
Canadian military seeing uptick in recruits
https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/article/canadian-armed-forces-see-a-surge-in-recruits/

#Canadian Armed Forces #defence procurement
MEDCAYV, RCAF Modernization, Golden Dome, Technology Stuff.
https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/lets-talk-with-noah-120125-medcav

#China

China’s Military Displays Are a Masterclass in Distraction
https://www.cigionline.org/articles/chinas-military-displays-are-a-masterclass-in-
distraction/

#civil-military affairs

Study says Canada is too lax on civilian oversight of the military
https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/article/study-says-canada-is-too-lax-on-civilian-
oversight-of-the-military/

book "Overseen or Overlooked?: Legislators, Armed Forces, and Democratic
Accountability" at:
https://www.amazon.ca/Overseen-Overlooked-Legislators-Democratic-
Accountability/dp/1503643425 (not cheap)

#climate change #national security
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National security and climate change: a strategic imperative for the 21 century
https://thesimonscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/1AJ-15-2-pg26-47.pdf
“Climate change is no longer just a peripheral environmental concern — it has become a
critical national security issue with significant implications for global stability,
sovereignty of states, and military readiness.”

#defenses #deterrence
Passive Aggressive: Reconsidering the relevance of passive defenses in major war
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA2955-1.html

#deterrence #China
Disentanglement: Halting CCP rule
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/editorials/archives/2025/12/08/2003848493

#drones

Canadian Army launches MINERVA Initative for UxS
https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/canadian-army-launches-minerva-
initative

ADF autonomous warfare: go big, go fast
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/adf-autonomous-warfare-go-big-go-fast/

report: Aligning for advantage: integrating autonomous systems into the Australian
Defence Force
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/aligning-for-advantage-integrating-autonomous-systems-
into-the-australian-defence-force/

#drones #land warfare

Loitering Munitions in Modern Combat: Addressing Tactical Gaps at the Small Unit
Level
https://www.swcs.mil/Special-Warfare-Journal/Article/4338971/loitering-munitions-in-
modern-combat-addressing-tactical-gaps-at-the-small-unit/

#drones #warfare #logistics
The Case for Treating Drones as Ammunition
https://warontherocks.com/2025/1 1/the-case-for-treating-drones-as-ammunition/

#foriegn policy #defence policy #United States of America

America First, Europe Fourth
https://warontherocks.com/2025/12/america-first-europe-fourth/

Comment from contributor: Putting aside arguments as to what constitutes 'grand
strategy', this should inform Canadian thinking about foreign and defence policy
development.

#future casting

Why Every Corporation Should Employ A Futurist
https://www.businessinsider.com/peter-bishop-on-futurism-2012-12

Comment from contributor: An older article, still relevant - as we approach year's end,
such pieces are often the sort published. Of course, these days, what with the situations
around the world, it is hard to guess what is going to happen tomorrow much less years in
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the future. So maybe the old military position, "be ready for anything that arises", is the
one to keep forefront of mind when developing capabilities.

#Indo-Pacific #logistics

Fighting China, Fast and Slow
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/fighting-china-fast-and-slow

"At present, the United States and its allies severely underinvest in both traditional
logistical capabilities, such as airlift and sealift cargo platforms, and in disposable
systems."

"The United States should also support, and the U.S. military should embrace, the
emerging commercial market for lower-cost, autonomous cargo aircraft and ships."
"Deterrence depends on not just the number of bombers, submarines, and destroyers but
also the ability to keep forces supplied—even when conventional logistics breaks down.
As on the beaches of Normandy in 1944, logistics itself can be a decisive weapon in
battle. Failing to invest in these capabilities signals unpreparedness or dangerous
overconfidence that there will be time to adapt once war begins. Reliable and effective
logistics is crucial in any war—and especially so when that war is half a world away."
Comment from contributor: Canada may not end up fighting in the Western Pacific, but
there are points in this article relevant to Canadian operations wherever.

#information operations
Hegseth issues directive to bring back 'psyop’ terminology
https://defensescoop.com/2025/12/09/hegseth-memo-psyop-miso-psychological-

operations/

#Latin America #diplomacy

Ukraine’s wartime diplomacy in Latin America and the Caribbean
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/research-papers/ukraines-
wartime-diplomacy-latin-america-and-caribbean

A stark contrast to another nation’s current approach...

#legal

Venezuela Boatstrikes Raise Legal Problems for the Entire US Military
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/venezuela-boatstrikes-raise-legal-problems-for-the-
entire-us-military

#legal #maritime security

Attacking Drug Boats: Bending or Breaking the Law?
https://warontherocks.com/2025/12/attacking-drug-boats-bending-or-breaking-the-law/
Comment from contributor: Note one of the authors is a former CAF JAG. Interesting
that they published on an 'operational' website rather than a legal one. Lots of public
reporting about this all (e.g., "Legal experts fail to see justification for continued U.S.
military strikes on drug boats" https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2025/12/legal-
experts-fail-see-justification-continued-us-military-strikes-drug-boats/409957/) but the
subject article is a worthy ready for us non-legal types because of its legal analysis.

#medical #Russia-Ukraine War

Lessons for combat medicine from the Ukraine conflict
https://breakingdefense.com/2025/11/lessons-for-combat-medicine-from-the-ukraine-
conflict/
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"The need to fully prepare to work with less logistical resupply, longer evacuation times
and delays, dispersed medical infrastructure, deadlier wounds, longer term treatment, and
more has made itself evident."

#NATO #public diplomacy

Structural transformation in NATO’s public diplomacy
https://thesimonscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/1AJ-15-2-pg5-14.pdf

Three conclusions: “...the collapse of narrative hegemony has turned communication
from projection into a contested battlefield of meaning...the audience dilemma has
become unmanageable through traditional messaging...the renationalization of strategic
priorities threatens to fracture the core of the Alliance communicative coherence.”

#reading
The 2025 War on the Rocks Holiday Reading List
https://warontherocks.com/2025/11/the-2025-war-on-the-rocks-holiday-reading-list/

10 Favorite History Books I Read in 2025
https://secretaryrofdefenserock.substack.com/p/10-favorite-history-books-i-read

#Royal Canadian Air Force #defence procurement
Fighters passing in the night
https://philippelagasse.substack.com/p/fighters-passing-in-the-night

The Human Ceiling on Canada’s Air Combat Capability
https://policyhawk.substack.com/p/the-human-ceiling-on-canadas-air

Comment from contributor: Everything he says is true. We need a panel of expert current
fighter pilots to examine the situation closely and come up with strong recommendations
which will be accepted by the powers that be. The RCAF has a bias towards the F-35 but
that should not be the bottom line. The F-35 is extremely expensive to maintain. Perhaps
the paid-for 16 jets should form a specific function, either home defence or collective
agreement commitments for deployment to other theatres as Canada's NATO
contribution. Get the SAAB aircraft for home defence as it is more suitable for that
mission. As for the training, that has always been a challenge and will continue to be but
it is not insurmountable. I hope the RCAF has the wisdom to split the rice bowls.

In the F-35 v. Gripen debate, is there a silent third option?
https://policyhawk.substack.com/p/in-the-f-35-v-gripen-debate-is-there

#Russia-Ukraine War

Why Many Underestimated Russia’s Invasion Risk
https://warontherocks.com/2025/12/why-many-underestimated-russias-invasion-risk/
Comment from contributor: There are lessons here for intelligence and other officials
who are assessing/forecasting a country's possible moves.

#Russia-Ukraine War #land warfare

When Defense Becomes Destruction: Austria-Hungary’s Mistake and Ukraine’s Risk
https://warontherocks.com/2025/12/when-defense-becomes-destruction-austria-hungarys-
mistake-and-ukraines-risk/

Russia has more armored vehicles now than in 2022. The math is ugly.



https://thesimonscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/IAJ-15-2-pg5-14.pdf
https://warontherocks.com/2025/11/the-2025-war-on-the-rocks-holiday-reading-list/
https://secretaryrofdefenserock.substack.com/p/10-favorite-history-books-i-read
https://philippelagasse.substack.com/p/fighters-passing-in-the-night
https://policyhawk.substack.com/p/the-human-ceiling-on-canadas-air
https://policyhawk.substack.com/p/in-the-f-35-v-gripen-debate-is-there
https://warontherocks.com/2025/12/why-many-underestimated-russias-invasion-risk/
https://warontherocks.com/2025/12/when-defense-becomes-destruction-austria-hungarys-mistake-and-ukraines-risk/
https://warontherocks.com/2025/12/when-defense-becomes-destruction-austria-hungarys-mistake-and-ukraines-risk/

| https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/12/02/russia-more-vehicles/

#security
Waiting for one more shoe to drop
https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/waiting-for-one-more-shoe-to-drop

Detrimental Outside Influence
https://www.Irb.co.uk/blog/2025/december/detrimental-outside-influence

#security policy #United States of America

National Security Strategy of the United States of America November 2025
https://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/national-security/

Canada is only mentioned once, and that in the context of 'rebalancing' China's economy.
An analysis: Ten Jolting Takeaways from Trump’s New National Security Strategy
https://warontherocks.com/2025/12/ten-jolting-takeaways-from-trumps-new-national-
security-strategy/

#shipbreaking #intelligence

The emergence of the shadow shipbreaking market
https://www.politico.eu/article/emergence-of-the-shadow-shipbreaking-market-shadow-
fleet-oil/

Comment from contributor: Checking into shadow shipbreaking might be a good way for
government watchers to learn more about the shadow fleets.

#space #Arctic #communications

Government of Canada announces strategic partnership with MDA and Telesat to
strengthen military communications in the Arctic
https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/government-of-canada-announces-

strategic
With lots of comments.

#strategy

Report to Congress on Geography, Strategy and U.S. Force Design

primer: https://news.usni.org/2025/12/10/report-to-congress-on-geography-strategy-and-
u-s-force-design

#strategy #NATO

NATO sets out how it plans to fight and win at sea
https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/nato-sets-out-how-it-plans-to-fight-and-win-at-sea/
with: Alliance Maritime Strategy
https://mc.nato.int/missions/alliance-maritime-strategy

#warfare

Do you know the difference between a "special operation" a "sensitive operation" a
"clandestine operation" and a "deniable operation"
https://threadreaderapp.com/thread/1994852754854969630.html
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Odds and sods...

Follow what’s new at the Torch, a resource on past, current, and future defence-related
topics: https://cfc-ca.libguides.com/c.php?g=709488&p=5154025

Government of Canada strengthens the future of federal emergency management
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-safety-canada/news/2025/11/government-of-canada-
strengthens-the-future-of-federal-emergency-management.html

Public Safety Canada "has launched a national public engagement with Canadians and
key emergency management stakeholders." "The public engagement
(https://www.canada.ca/en/public-safety-canada/consultations/public-engagement-
strengthen-federal-leadership-emergency-management.html) includes a short list of
questions about the federal government’s role in emergency management. Canadians can
also submit their responses via email."

Study for Recently Released CAF Veterans

[A couple of PDF documents came with this email. If you are interested in participating,
you can request these documents by emailing RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. ]

We are reaching out from the MacDonald Franklin OSI Research Centre, together with
our partners at Phoenix Australia and the University of Melbourne, to share a new
research opportunity for Veterans. We are hoping to connect with those who may be
eligible, and we would also appreciate your help spreading the word.

We are looking for Canadian Veterans who released from the CAF within the last 5
years.

You, or someone you know, may meet these criteria and be interested in taking part.

This study is testing a short mobile activity that works a bit like a simple phone game. It
is called “attention training,” and it involves looking at faces on the screen and tapping a
dot when it appears. The goal is to understand how easy it is to use and whether it may
alleviate stress.

What participation involves:
e Up to 10 very short sessions over 3 weeks (each session takes about 4 minutes).
e A 2-minute survey after each session.
e A final short survey at the end about your experience

Everything is done privately on your own mobile phone, at a time that works for you.

More details are included in the attached flyer [see note above], along with a short video
that walks through the study. Click here to watch the video.
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JuxaCqxCkOY)

As a thank you for participating, we provide compensation for your time.

If you or another Veteran you know might be interested, you can:
e Reply directly to the email below, or
o Forward this message to anyone who may qualify

Thank you for taking a moment to read this and for helping us share this opportunity with
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the Veteran community.

Thank you,

Vanessa Soares, MD

Research Assistant, MacDonald Franklin OSI Research Centre
Lawson Research Institute

Finch Family Mental Health Care Building

550 Wellington Road, Zone F, Room 367, London ON N6C 0A7
T: 519-685-4292 ext. 48215

E: vanessa.soares(@sjhc.london.on.ca

SAC Notes

O Canada

The F 35 debacle is carrying on without end. The country has been part of the program
virtually since its inception in 1997 and we entered at the top tier of the program. The
RCAF has compared the various options all with the same result; the F 35 was best. Stop
the politics and sign the deal.

Now as soon as I mention this, I am not opposed to ensuring we have two fleets. The
second choice should be twin engined and capable of operating off marginal airfields
such as we have in the North. The F 35 is a “delicate flower’ and needs a prepared air
base which means it would have to be stationed too far South. There have been moves to
do away with our forward operating fields. These are an estimated ten airfields in the
North that are capable of being used by small numbers of more robust aircraft. It would
allow for a more rapid response to a Russian incursion near or even into Canadian
airspace.

Canada has operated up to four fighter fleets at one time. We have had the ability to
ensure we used aircraft that are better suited for specific tasks. The concept that one size
fits all purposes is at best a fib. I can hardly wait to see how the F 35 works for support
of the Army, the quick answer is that it did not do well according to the US Army, hence
their love of the A-10; but the F 35 still best meets most tasks.

Still many good efforts are being made to modernize the Canadian Armed Forces
including a long overdue pay raise. Now they need new modern equipment. People will
not join an organization that has mediocre older equipment long past its due. The Navy,
Army and Airforce all need replacements of key equipment. While this is true, there is
the very severe problem that the Canadian Government hasn’t really specified what it
wants its military to be able to do. How can one buy equipment without understanding
what it expects? The laundry list that was our last two defence reviews were a step but
only a single step.

Still, this might be better illustrated by a concrete example. We currently have 2200
troops in Latvia as the lead country in an international brigade. NATO is also pushing
Canada to provide a division. The basic requirement is 2200 but this must be replaced
every six months. It requires the gutting of two of our three manoeuvre brigades each
year, the push for a division would be always stationing of the entire regular force there.
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Canada has not counted on the logistics framework and the manpower and resources to
create a corps level support organization again a massive undertaking.

We have also not included air resources and naval resources. We have not answered the
question, what happens if the deterrent fails and the Russians are successful? How do we
get troops out? Airports and airfields will likely be out of commission thus requiring air
force units to be based in safer areas the seaports may also be unusable. It will require a
large ship well escorted by anti-submarine and air defence capabilities. The ship will
have to be capable of moving troops off by helicopters and ramps using maxiflots or
equivalent. The alternative is the surrender of the entire division. We don’t have big
ships with helicopter and ro-ro capability.

There is a need to really examine all our major initiatives whether our own Arctic or our
desire to make a greater impact in the Far East before we decide to buy anything. One
point is very clear now, eighty-eight fighter aircraft is insufficient to meet all of these
requirements from air defence, to ground support, to training, maintenance, battle losses,
mechanical difficulties, support to naval operations. Canada is not preparing for war, but
it needs to consider what is needed and weigh they risks. I am not optimistic that we are
really serious about but are rather using “hope” as a principle of war.

Connections to European defence funds is an excellent step especially with the issues
with our Southern neighbour. It provides options.

Australia

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/now-australia-must-adjust-to-a-hardening-japanese-
stance-on-taiwan/?

The attached story is a record of a very important shift in Japanese policy with respect to
the defence of Taiwan.

https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/underwater-maintenance-work-
underway-for-uss-vermont?
No commentary provided.

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/opportunities-and-risks-in-australias-defence-
acquisition-shake-up/?
Another review of acquisition concerns down under.

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/air-to-air-shot-a-momentous-step-forward-for-the-

ghost-bat/?
Ghost Bat has real possibilities as a weapons carrier

United States

The Trump Administration released its 2025 National Security Strategy. There has never
been a document quite like it in US history, It also confirms that the writer has very little
understanding of the success of the US as a leading country for the last 80+ years. US
success was the development of a rules-based system which provided opportunities for
all and essentially leveled the playing field around the globe. It was a relatively
peaceful period in comparison to human history. Russia supports this new stance which
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states Russia is not a threat to the US and that Russia and the US will discuss European
security issues. It is not a good sign.

This administration believes that by becoming a less inviting country that it will regain
prestige and respect. It also seems to expect friends and allies to continue to be friends
and allies despite the absolute nonsense espoused by this regime. Bombing fishing boats
sometimes twice without due process based on intelligence dressed up as some sort of
evidence is sufficient. None of the vessels so far destroyed had the capacity to reach the
US thus nearly 100 fishermen have died, who are at the low end of the drug trafficking
system. Thus the “kingpins” of the system survive and adjust to meet the new
circumstances.

Most of the hastily created “peace deals” are failing because they were done with little
regard to reality and certainly without regard to second and third order of effects. The
Ukraine -Russia conflict saw a US envoy providing advice on a better approach to the
President so a deal written in bad faith could receive his blessing. Even Chamberlain
would have balked at this one suspects. It is now clear that Chamberlain knew what was
likely coming but understood Britain was not ready; he apparently was buying time for
new fighters and radar systems to be built along with badly needed escorts for the Royal
Navy such as the new corvette concept in 1938-9. One gets no such understanding in
these documents.

Canada needs to be wary as well with even the mention of the Munroe doctrine with the
“Trump Corollary.” Canada is barely mentioned but the implication of the Munroe
doctrine whatsoever should be an alarm. We really must be wary of the administration’s
plans and actions.

Moldova

Moldova is a canary in the coal mine. If its pro-Western government is having
difficulties, it usually means successful Russian interference and increased Russian
influence not only in Moldova but across Eastern Europe. Since the first election of the
current president, Maia Sandu, Moldova has taken a very strong turn in direction
towards the West and the European Union, and this has brought dividends to the entire
country.

First the economy has improved through greater integration with Europe. It has received
assistance in virtually all areas both from the EU and from bilateral agreements
including some assistance from Canada.

Moldova has three areas that tend to be more pro-Russian including Gagauzia, Northern
Moldova and the breakaway area of Transnistria. Russia had invested considerable sums
of money into destabilizing the political status of Moldova to an estimated amount
around 400 M USD. Through the EU and other countries' efforts, Moldova has taken
steps to improve security. This includes modernizing the armed forces, improved
policing, cyber-security, financial intelligence, anti-criminal efforts including political
fraud which have had a positive effect on Moldova’s ability to combat malign Russian
actions.

Prior to recent elections, Russian supporting criminal actors had relatively free reign,




however, what they did not expect was a more effective security force. Criminal
leadership was arrested, tried and convicted. Various large-scale attempts to bribe voters
were stopped before they became effective. The elections were conducted safely and
with minor issues only mainly due to improved processes and effective enforcement.

Georgia

The BBC is investigating the use of the chemical agent, camite, by Georgian riot police.
Camite was developed by the French during the First World War and used until the
1930s when it was discontinued because of long lasting effects. It was replaced by tear
gas in the form commonly called CS. According to the Georgia Today article of 4
December 2025, camite was apparently mixed in with water for water cannon.

There is extensive documentary and whistleblower evidence that Georgian authorities
did plan, prepare and use these chemical agents on its own people. Georgia’s Prime
Minister Irakli Kobakhidze denied that camite was used but did confirm that a substance
was in the water used by anti-riot water cannons. He suggested that the BBC was trying
to ramp up anti-government actions. An investigation will be conducted into the event,
but it is thought that any investigation by the government will be used to intimidate
whistleblowers. One of the whistle blowers includes former riot police weaponry chief
Lasha Shergelashvili who left the service in 2022.

The riots were initially caused when the Georgia Dream Party started backing away
from support joining the EU last fall. Water cannon, and more severe riot control efforts
were used, the use of a chemical agent is indicative of the move of the Georgia Dream
Party to a more pro-Russian position. Russia has been unable to support the ruling
government due to the ongoing war in Ukraine and the lack of available security forces.
Georgia is likely to see more opposition to the current government.

Belarus

Eurovision had an interview with Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, the Belarus opposition
leader on 8 December 2025 regarding the release of her husband by the Lukashenko
regime. She also emphasized that the real requirement is Ukraine’s victory over Russia.
A Ukrainian victory is essential not a quick peace as a way for her country to remove the
shadow and influence of an imperial Russia. If Russia “wins” then all of Europe is
affected.

She emphasized that the dictators are “testing” Europe’s borders with various types of
incursions watching for a NATO or even local reaction to those incursions. Belarus
balloons into Lithuania, drones into Poland, Romania and Moldova and fighter aircraft
into Estonian territory are all efforts to assess overall European and NATO reactions.
The Belarus opposition leader emphasized that they don’t have to follow Trump’s
efforts but rather needed to find a European solution to the problem.

Overall, an interesting interview, it can be found at
link: https://www.euronews.com/video/2025/12/08/ dictators-testing-the-borders-of-
europe-belarus-opposition-leader-tells-euronews

The bottom line is that a Ukrainian victory is necessary for the good of all of Europe.
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Israel-Iran Conflict

Iran is the real antagonist of this conflict through its proxies: Hamas in Gaza and the
West Bank, Hezbollah in Lebanon and the Houthis in Yemen. Despite heavy losses
particularly in Hamas and Hezbollah during the most recent war; Iran continues to
shovel over 1 B USD into their rebuilding. Neither Hamas nor Hezbollah will disarm,
which is a requirement of the Peace agreement. Despite these efforts it is Israel that is
blamed. The international community is missing the real problem completely.

Iran has a huge military that has two main parts, the regular military and the Iranian
Revolutionary Guard Corps. The military is partly manned by conscripts, and the total is
estimated to be 350 k. The IRGC is made up of volunteers and is also supported by the
Basij militia. The IRGC is composed of 125 k volunteers and supported by 90 k Basij
militia. In theory, there are several million reservists with some degree of military
training. They are not armed or equipped as this may become opposition to the regime
and therefore of limited use. Contrary to a Canadian court decision, the IRGC is
voluntary and not conscripted, they have to be “true believers” in the Iranian revolution.
Iran is working on repairing some of their damaged facilities but maintains it has not yet
started further Uranium enrichment.

Iran is the actual problem child in the Middle East.

A problem that is increasing in the Middle East is control of the water supply and
actions or lack thereof in dealing with long term water supply issues. The regime
continued to spend on military and anti-Israel spending. It did not develop a program of
reservoirs, and storage sites nor prevention of pollution and other human caused issues
on the water supply. The outcome is that Tehran will reach “zero day” sometime in the
next couple months. It may require the evacuation of the capital to a new site in the
South. It may affect as many as 28 M people. The public is well aware of the issue and
who is to blame. There will be increasing unrest within the general population that will
not be in the interest of the regime. It is by far the biggest threat to the regime.

Russia-Ukraine Conflict

The war continues with Russia making slow almost imperceptible advances,
unfortunately for them, Ukrainian forces have been conducting selective counterattacks
in most areas and achieving success in key areas. Kupiansk and Pokrovsk, announced as
being taken, are still very much in Ukrainian hands.

The Trump administration is doing its best to support the Putin regime, but the reality is
Russia is not doing well and in most areas is taking a severe beating. The so-called
peace agreement made by the US and Russia is simply unacceptable now or at any other
time. Ukraine has clearly stated that it will not cede any territory and especially not for
“free” as suggested in the initial peace treaty requiring Ukrainian troops to withdraw
from heavily defended and defensible areas not taken by Russia. One military observer
stated that at its present rate of advance it will not take the Donbass until sometime in
2028.

Russia continues its terror campaign against civilians and Ukraine continues its
successful campaign against Russia’s oil and gas industries achieving a 40+% drop in




production and thus loss of foreign currency. More recently, Ukraine has also attacked
power transfer stations, power plants, key factories and industries that provide
equipment to the Russian military. Ukraine has also started destroying elements of the
“shadow fleet” and essentially removing Russian shipping from the Black Sea.

The combined effect of Ukrainian well directed attacks, sanctions plus a steady flow of
weapons from friends and allies, and the near elimination of Russian vehicle and
equipment stockpiles is that Russia’s efforts are failing despite the sacrifice of so many
Russian soldiers and loss of so many irreplaceable resources.

Russia’s economy continues to limp along but now there is a failure to pay security
forces, civil servants, pensioners and even the troops at the front. Banks are unable to
provide cash to common citizens. This is hardly the look of a victorious country but one
that is hoping that things do not get worse. Putin continues to ignore the issue and is
doubling down on the war effort despite bare cupboards. It is increasingly clear that
peace is not an option and that the only real possibility of peace will be Russia’s
collapse.

China

China’s official figures indicate that it will meet the 5% growth figures for this year. The
emphasis is on the “official” figures. Alternate sources in Southeast Asia suggest that
China will come nowhere near this figure. As typical of many authoritarian regimes,
one’s career is dependent on ensuring your boss looks good. It often means that when
times get tough, the bookkeeper has to do some “cooking.” Given the nature of the
Communist Chinese Party (CCP) there is the possibility that most official figures are a
figment of someone’s imagination and not the real story.

It is impossible for China to be that successful at achieving that goal in real terms. It has
been noted before in the SAC Notes that China’s overall financial picture may be
considerably different in real terms than those figures officially reported. Why?

The property market has essentially failed and is unlikely to be resurrected in the near
term. Property has always been considered safe as a way of investing the family’s
wealth in something consequential and real. The overall failure of what is essentially a
Ponzi Scheme has destroyed generational wealth and has now affected a large portion of
China’s once growing middle class.

Consumer confidence has failed as well as wealth and savings disappeared with the
failure of property developments and the failure to finish building projects. Large
companies made large investments in infrastructure that was no longer necessary thus
creating more debt at the province and autonomous city/region level. Consumer society
has never taken off, and it is unlikely to do so at this point. Individual debt, village and
town debt and provincial debt is held in different ways often more akin to that of loan
sharking, fraud etc and lastly, debt at the national level. The exact level of the overall
Chinese debt is unknown, but it is estimated by some to be over 300% of GDP and is
unsustainable.

China has also relied on its ability to export goods and services to other nations. Part of
it is because the development of too much capacity, too many subsidies and lack of




consumer confidence has led China to push the sale of goods by offering stiff discounts
often covered by major national subsidies. Electric vehicles are an excellent example of
over capacity. Large car parks are full of unsold vehicles produced at a level far above
the actual market requirement. This industry was also subsidized just at the national
level over 300 B USD. This is also unsustainable.

Foreign markets are now being closed as a result and Chinese goods heavily tariffed
adding to the overall mess that is Chinese financing. There is belief that China is broken
in more ways than one due to the incompetence of the CCP. Can China sustain this level
of exports; the answer is no and there will be fall out.

The CCP is attempting to draw attention away from its economic plight by “attacking”
its neighbours. This week it is Japan over the Senkaku Islands also known as the Diaoyu
Island by the Chinese. Last week, the Chinese Navy, the PLAN, conducted an exercise
near the area and too close to the Japanese claimed area resulting in the deployment of
Japanese fighter aircraft. Allegedly, Chinese fighters operating off the training carrier
Liaoning lit up the Japanese fighters with targeting radar. It was a further escalation in
an unnecessary incident. The rhetoric has been ramping up and the situation continues to
be tense.

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS)
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-
leaf/defence/2025/03 /unknown-ally-osiss.html
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