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The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the study, promotion and
debate of defence, security and safety issues.

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media by the
Institute. Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches but may be
unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada.

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in Dispatches.
Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime. Email to RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.
Comments to articles can be from members or non-members of RUSI(NS). Any comment in
Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author and does not necessarily represent the views of the
Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other
government department, the Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or
other agency.

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), please
inform RUSI(NS). Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting RUSI(NS).

The next issue will be on 24 July 2026.

Quick links:
Events
Publications
@RUSI_NS on X
Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook
Other Sources
Odds and Sods
SAC Notes

RUSI(NS) LinkedIn Page

We are excited to announce our LinkedIn Page in https://www.linkedin.com/groups/19653001

You all are cordially invited to join this public group, and being public, we also encourage
non-members to join the RUSI(NS) LinkedIn. Stay connected, contribute and receive updated
information.

Members are requested to please email their content to:
Cdr (ret’d) Ian Wood, Group Page Administrator, ian@idhwood.ca
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Writing for RUSI(NS)

The content of Dispatches and other
RUSI(NS) channels is representative of the
submissions by RUSI(NS) members. If you
want more published about certain fields and
topics, you are encouraged to submit material
to RUSIDispatches@gmail.com and
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. The public face
of RUSI(NS) is what we, the membership,
makes it.

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook
accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com. Preferably, send the material ready to post. We
are still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them
active.

RUSI(NS) Website

Our website has been down for some time since the program which supports it was hacked,
coincidently and unfortunately with our backup server frying (that’s an IT term). Anyone
trying to contact RUSI(NS) can do so by emailing RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. There is
no ETR ATT.

Events

To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. RUSI(NS) events are by
invitation. If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice. Email
RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring.

RUSI(NS) Events: May-December 2026 Schedule

July - 15 July, Summer Meet and Greet, RA Park
August - Nil

September - Army Procurement program

October - Naval Modernization Program

- alternative NORAD Modernization details TBC
November -4 November, Remembrance Dinner 2026, RA Park
December - 10 December, Winter/Holiday Meet and Greet, RA Park
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Wargaming Events: Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule:
https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents

Publications

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest
edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To readers
of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated.

weekly:

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members
News

bi-weekly:
Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch
https://www.cmisa.ca/cpages/on-watch-current

monthly:

Canadian Gunner News

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué

Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt
Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter
Veterans Affairs Canada Salute!

quarterly:
Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter

LAST/THIS WEEK IN CANADIAN HISTORY

22 June:
e 19009, builders in Alberta laid the final span of the Lethbridge Viaduct, the longest and
highest railway bridge in Canada. Engineers developed innovative techniques to build

this bridge of unprecedented scale across the windy Oldman River Valley in the ancestral

territory of the Nitsitapii (Blackfoot). The viaduct still stands as a landmark of
engineering and advanced railway design.

e 1911, King George V crowned King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,

Canada, Australia, South Africa, New Zealand, and all his realms and territories beyond
the seas.

e 1813, upon learning of plans by the Americans to execute a surprise attack, Laura Secord
walks 32 km to warn British troops, which resulted in a British surprise victory at the
Battle of Beaver Dams on 24 June 1813. An American victory would have furthered
American control in the Niagara Peninsula.
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24 June:

1497 John Cabot claims parts of North America for England in what is now Eastern
Canada, believing he has found Asia in Newfoundland (or possibly northern Cape
Breton).

1610, Mi’kmagq chief Membertou and 20 of his family are the first people of the First
Nations to be baptized by Christian missionaries in Port-Royal, New France.

1880, first performance of "O Canada," the song that would become the national anthem
of Canada, at the Congrés national des Canadiens-Frangais.

1945, the United Nations Charter is signed by 50 nations (including Canada) in San
Francisco.

28 June:

Coronation of Queen Victoria, aged 19, during a five-hour ceremony at Westminster
Abbey, London. Queen Victoria’s influence throughout her 63-year reign still resonates
in Canada with the Victoria Day holiday and in wearing of the eight-pointed star hat
badge by The Royal Canadian Regiment (RCR), in which the cypher “VRI” (Victoria
Regina Imperatrix, (Trans. Latin, "Victoria, Queen and Empress"). When a royal or
imperial cypher forms part of the badge of a regiment it is normal for it to change with
each succeeding sovereign. During the period 1901 to 1919, the officially authorized
versions of the regiment's cap badge were those with King Edward VII's and King
George V's cyphers, although the regiment continued to use the "VRI" ensigned badges
throughout this time while petitioning for their formal return. In 1919, King George V
granted The Royal Canadian Regiment permission to wear "VRI" in perpetuity — a
unique privilege.

1914, Franz Ferdinand, Archduke of Austria and his wife Sophie are assassinated by
Bosnian-Serb assassin Gavrilo Princip in Sarajevo, setting off a chain of alliances and
events that lead to the First World War. (Canada entered the First World War 4 August
1914, when the United Kingdom declared war on Germany, and the British declaration
automatically brought Canada into the conflict as a British Dominion.

1919, the Treaty of Versailles is signed in France, ending World War | and establishing
the League of Nations. Canada was one of the 42 Founding Nations, which ultimately
grew to 63 member states by the time of its disbandment 18 April 1946.

1923, Sydney Steel Plant. Months long negotiations over forming unions with the British
Empire Steel and Coal Company (BESCO) break off, Sydney steelworkers call a strike
and began to shut down the steel plant. The strikers block strike breakers from entering
the plant, forcibly removed workers from the boiler houses and coke ovens and threw
stones when Sydney's police squad came and read them the Riot Act.

30 June:

By BESCO's request, soldiers were sent from Halifax on June 30th in Aid of the Civil
Power — a total 350 troops and 74 horses from the Royal 22nd Regiment, according to
the Sydney Report. The soldiers pitch tents and set up searchlights and machine guns
around the steel plant. The provincial "special police” reassembled and joined the soldiers
as did Sydney's police squad. In total, there were over 1000 soldiers and police on the
scene. The Maritime Labour Herald remarks sarcastically, "Such devotion to the BESCO
is touching!"



1 July:

3 July:

4 July:

1867, the Dominion of Canada is formed, comprising the provinces of New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia, Ontario and Quebec, with John A. Macdonald serving as the first Prime
Minister.

1916, first day of the Battle of the Somme in the First World War: The British Army
suffers its worst day, losing 19,240 men. The Newfoundland Regiment attacks in the
Beaumont-Hamel sector with 801 men. Only 68 men are able to answer morning roll call
2 July 1916. (King George V bestows the title “Royal” on The Newfoundland Regiment
in December 1917 in recognition of the Regiment’s valour at Gallipoli in 1915 and at the
Somme in 1916. This is the only instance of this honour being granted during the First
World War, and only the third time in the history of the British Army. Newfoundland and
Labrador commemorate this tragic loss annually on the morning of 1 July prior to
celebrating Canada Day in the afternoon.

1923, the new formed (March 1923) Nova Scotia Provincial Police (NSPP) go on the
offensive, attempting to drive the Sydney Steel Plant strikers away from the plant gates.
Finding themselves out manoeuvred, the NSPP recklessly pursued the fleeing strikers
into Whitney Pier along Victoria Road on horseback, attacking both pedestrians and
strikers along the way and damaging property. NSPP brutality noted includes: the beating
of a 70-year-old woman nearly to death, a nine-year-old boy being trampled by a horse,
and a pregnant woman bludgeoned, which caused the premature birth and death of her
child.

1608, Samuel de Champlain founds the city of Quebec.

1923, coal miners across Cape Breton and Nova Scotia’s mainland, plus from one
District in Alberta, go on strike in solidarity with the Sydney steelworkers, demanding
the military and police withdraw.

1898 French ship La Bourgogne collides with British ship the Cromartyshire off Sable
Island, Nova Scotia; 560 persons drown.

1905, the House of Commons passes bills establishing Alberta and Saskatchewan as
provinces.

1944, Second World War - Canadians take village of Carpiquet and part of airfield;
Keller’s 8th Brigade: North Shores, Queen’s Own, and le Régiment de la Chaudiere, with
the 7th Brigade’s Winnipeg Rifles under command; supported by the 10th Canadian
Armoured Regiment (Fort Garry Horse) and the Assault Vehicles, Royal Engineers of the
79th British Armoured Division; the Canadians have 428 field guns, backed by naval fire
including the 9 16-inch guns of the battleship HMS Rodney and the 15-inch guns of the
monitor HMS Roberts; take 117 dead and 260 wounded; position held for five days until
Caen is taken in Operation CHARNWOOD.

1945, end Second World War - Canadian Army troops enter Berlin as part of British
garrison force; to share occupation duties.



5 July:

6 July:

19009, First streetcars roll through Calgary, Alberta.

1913 33-year-old Vilhjalmur Stefansson leaves Seattle on the Karluk; three-year Arctic
expedition sponsored by Canadian government. Seattle, Washington. Departing from
British Columbia, the Karluk aimed to navigate the waters north of Alaska and
rendezvous with another vessel, the Alaska, at Herschel Island, near the Alaska-Canada
border. While the Karluk planned to chart the Beaufort Sea, the Alaska was tasked with
studying Arctic wildlife and vegetation Stefansson had gained recognition for immersing
himself in Inuit culture, documenting their lives and customs, which were still shrouded
in mystery in the early 20th century. Ultimately this expedition combined tragedy with
eventual relief — which will be described in subsequent editions of Dispatches.

1923, Glace Bay, New Waterford, and Sydney Mines coal miners and Sydney steel
workers strike for higher wages and union recognition; government investigating
commission accepts their demands.

1950, Korean War - Royal Canadian Navy destroyers HMCS Cayuga, HMCS
Athabaskan, and HMCS Sioux depart Esquimalt for Pearl Harbor escorted by cruiser
HMCS Ontario; RCN ships to come under UN control during the War.

1967, Governor General Roland Michener invested by Queen Elizabeth 11 with the First
ribbon and pendant star of the Order of Canada; founding of the Order of Canada.
Ottawa, Ontario.

1970, Air Canada DC-8 enroute from Montréal to Los Angeles makes a heavy landing at
Malton Airport, bounces and loses one starboard engine; in the pilot’s attempt to take off
and land again the other starboard engine falls off and the aircraft crashes 10 km west of
Malton (Pearson International Airport); all 109 aboard killed. Toronto, Ontario.

1858, Alexander Galt, Finance Minister in the Macdonald-Cartier coalition government
proposes union of the provinces of British North America.

1892, three-day fire destroys most of St. John’s, NL. Anglican Cathedral of St. John the
Baptist survives. Less than $5,000,000 of the total estimated losses of $13,000,000 were
covered by insurance. A large influx of financial aid from Britain, Canada and the United
States helped the city recover from its devastating losses.

1896 Boundary - Federal Order-in-Council enlarges boundaries of Québec to Hudson
Bay; adds 306,765 km? to the province. Ottawa, Ontario.

1921 — Idea for the Remembrance Poppy Adopted Inspired by John McCrae’s poem In
Flanders Fields, Madame Anna Guérin presented the Poppy as a way to raise funds for
Veterans. The Great War Veterans’ Association (GWVA) adopted the idea in Canada,
marking the first Poppy Campaign. https://www.legion.ca/

1924 Winnipeg-born First World War fighter pilot, inventor, and radio pioneer William
Stephenson sends First photo across Atlantic by radio, to England. (Stepheson gains later
fame as “the Man Called Intrepid” during the Second World War as the Spymaster for
British Security Cooperation in New York City).

1948, Canada joins discussions leading to North Atlantic Security Pact; with delegates
from Belgium, France, Luxembourg, Netherlands, UK, and US; birth of NATO.
Washington, DC.
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7 July:

8 July:

1977, Solicitor General Francis Fox convenes McDonald Royal Commission into Certain
RCMP Activities to investigate allegations of illegal RCMP activities; to be headed by
David McDonald. (Ottawa, Ontario). The Commission Report recommends disbandment
of the RCMP Security Service which leads to the establishment of the Canadian Security
Intelligence Service (CSIS) in 1984.

1984 General Motors of Canada starts investing over $1 billion for new facilities;
including 125 industrial robots. Oshawa, Ontario.

1988 Two Canadians among 167 crew members killed as gas leak leads to explosion and
fire on the Occidental Petroleum drill rig Piper Alpha in the North Sea; 64 survivors
rescued. North Sea, Scotland.

1989 Government sells remaining 53% interest in Air Canada, completing privatization
of the airline. Ottawa, Ontario

1990 Burst pipe at National Archives of Canada building on Wellington Street damages
100 atlases dating between 1490 and 1600, 2,000 books; and a collection of 150-year-old
manuscripts. Ottawa, Ontario.

2005 Canada asks Washington to persuade a US court to dismiss a lawsuit against
Talisman Energy Inc. that alleged the Calgary-based oil company aided genocide in
southern Sudan. The suit was filed in a New York district court in 2001 by the
Presbyterian Church of Sudan. Talisman sold its 25% interest in Sudan’s main oil project
for $771 million in 2003.

1793 First meeting of the Assembly of Prince Edward Island. Charlottetown, PEI

1858 Frederick Gisbourne starts laying underwater telegraph cable from Ireland to
Newfoundland. Newfoundland.

1919 Soldier Settlement Act, revised, given Royal Assent. Ottawa, Ontario. Primary goal
of the Act was to enable veterans to become self-sufficient by farming in designated
areas. This initiative was part of a broader effort to integrate returning soldiers into
society and support their economic stability.

1969 Commons passes Official Languages Act, declares French and English equal in
federal institutions.

1989 Almost 250 forest fires force 23,000 northern Manitoba residents from their homes.
Manitoba

1937 Imperial Airways flying boat Caledonia arrives in Montréal from Southampton,
England; inaugurates new transatlantic air service connecting with TCA. Montréal,
Québec

1940 Second World War - Angus L. Macdonald becomes Navy Minister; former Nova
Scotia Premier. Ottawa, Ontario.

1944 Second World War - 3rd Canadian Division and 1st British Corps move into the
city of Caen; 9th Canadian Brigade takes both Buron, France and Authie, France; 7th
Canadian Brigade captures Cussy, France and Ardenne, France; 8th Canadian Brigade
completes its capture of Carpiquet, France as the Germans are pulled back. Caen, France
1958 US President Dwight Eisenhower starts three-day visit to Canada for talks; leads to
founding of Canada-US Joint Committee on Defence. Ottawa, Ontario.



1965 Bomb explodes on Canadian Pacific Airlines plane; crashes into Gustafsen Lake,
killing 52. Gustafsen Lake, BC

1974 Federal Election - Pierre Trudeau wins majority 141 of 264 seats in federal election;
to 95 Conservative; 16 NDP; 11 Social Credit; 1 other.

1974 Federal Election — Father Andy Hogan the First Roman Catholic priest is elected to
the Commons in Cape Breton — East Richmond (centred on Glace Bay). Hogan had been
an economics professor and leader in the Antigonish Movement which addressed
developing countries needs. Becomes known as “Father Andy the Member.”

1749, Edward Cornwallis founds new settlement of Halifax as a naval settlement to
counter French Fortress of Louisbourg.

1793 Slavery - Importation of slaves into Lower Canada prohibited; bill to abolish
slavery failed until 1804. Québec, Québec

1793 Slavery - Lieutenant-Governor John Graves Simcoe passes Act Against Slavery,
banning the further import of slaves into Upper Canada, and limiting the contract of those
remaining; Act declares that slaves’ children should be free at age 25; all slaves entering
the province from this date were henceforth automatically free. Niagara-on-the-Lake,
Ontario.

1811 North West Company trader David Thompson raises the Union Jack at the junction
of the Snake River and the Columbia River and claims the area for Britain; territory stays
British until the Oregon Treaty of 1846 awards it to the United States.

1852 Fire destroys 1,100 construction sites in Montréal; no one killed in the blaze.
Montréal, Québec.

1874 First North West Mounted Police (NWMP) force of 318 men heads west from Fort
Dufferin to the American whisky post called Fort Whoop Up at the junction of the
Oldman River and St. Mary River near present-day Lethbridge, Alberta; abandoned with
the arrived of the police, Fort Whoop-Up will serve as an outpost for the force;
forerunners of RCMP. Pembina, Manitoba.

1886 Crown grants general amnesty to those involved in Northwest Rebellion of 1885;
except for murderers. Ottawa, Ontario.

1944 Second World War - Canadians and British capture Caen after massive
bombardment by 467 planes from Bomber Command; urban area north of Orne River
secured by nightfall by two British Divisions and the 3rd Canadian Division; the
Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry Highlanders and the Sherbrooke Fusilier tanks are the
first into the ruined city, although the famous Abbaye-aux-Hommes, 1000 years old, is
untouched; 1,194 Canadian casualties after a month of fighting, 334 are fatal. Caen,
France.

1947 Buckingham Palace announces the engagement of Princess Elizabeth to Royal
Navy Lieutenant Philip Mountbatten, a member of the Greek royal family. London,
England.

1991 International Human Rights Federation releases report citing human rights
violations in the Oka crisis of 1990; Amnesty International report also cites mistreatment
of natives by Québec Police. Montréal, Québec.

2010 Politics - Stephen Harper appoints legal scholar David Johnston next governor
general. Ottawa, Ontario.



10 July:

e 1940 Alexander MacMillan sworn in as Premier of Nova Scotia, replacing Angus
Macdonald. Halifax, Nova Scotia -

e 1943 Second World War - Operation Husky - Canadian Army 1st Infantry Division and
1st Tank Brigade invade Sicily with British 8th Army, U.S. and French troops; after
training for 3 1/2 years in Britain; Sicily taken August 17, 1943 with 2,434 Canadian
casualties. Pachino, Italy

e 1944 Tommy Douglas sworn in as Premier of Saskatchewan, replacing William
Patterson; the First CCF government of Saskatchewan and the First socialist government
in North America. Regina, Saskatchewan.

e 1951 Canada signs a formal peace agreement with West Germany ending the state of war
with Germany.

e 1958 Military - John Diefenbaker and Dwight Eisenhower sign agreement to have
Canada and the United States set up Joint Committee to guide North American defence in
the event of enemy attack.

e 2010 Politics - Stephen Harper names legal scholar David Johnston as the next governor
general, succeeding Michaelle Jean. Ottawa, Ontario.

@RUSI_NS on X &1
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca.
To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS).

Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster 27 Jun posted and
RUSI(NS) reposted: Canada puts $800M Griffon
helicopter upgrade on hold over technical ‘complexity'
#cdnpoli #CdnMilitary #NATO #RCAF
(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/airforce-helicopters-
griffon-upgrade-suspended-9.7250616)

Blogger comments: Brewster: Canada puts $800M

Griffon helicopter upgrade on hold over technical ‘complexity’
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/brewster-canada-puts-800m-griffon

Reporter David Pugliese posted the link to his article on the proposed $18 billion project to
buy a new fleet of helicopters to replace the Griffon, the article is referenced in the Brewster's:
Special forces to get new helicopters first
https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-watch/new-canadian-forces-helicopters

NOAH @NoahGairn 3 Jul posted: Followup To The .

Canadian UAVS AOPS Contract -5
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/followup-to- . |
the-canadian-uavs-aops ‘W—J :

RUSI(NS) quoted: .@RoyalCanNavy is focusing on
trialing/deploying equipment/munition-level
air/surface/underwater vehicles #drones onboard current

vessels prior to developing large aircraft/vessels/submarines. "Build a little, test a little, learn a
lot.”
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“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook
RUSI(NS) posts may also be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca. To have
something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS).

Drones, cables, and the Indonesia—Australia maritime
frontier
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/drones-
cables-and-the-indonesia-australia-maritime-frontier

Australia has a Cable Connectivity and Resilience
Centre (https://www.ccrc.gov.au/) to "assist with cable S e
resilience through policy support, dialogue and research.” Should Canada consider such an
arrangement as a part of ensuring subsea/sea bottom energy and communications cables
defence?

— 4‘“__;;"

Nuclear submarines: bolt-cutters to ensure Australia is
never wrapped in chains
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/nuclear-submarines- ¥
bolt-cutters-to-ensure-australia-is-never-wrapped-in- 1
chains/

A political speech, the author is a senator and chair of
the Australian Parliamentary Joint Committee on
Intelligence and Security, but the piece is an example of &
the sort of public debate/messaging that should be occurring as a state faces a major vessel
(surface or submarine, nuclear or conventional) procurement.

Further, the Australian senator's statement which was used as the basis for the subject article::
AUKUS critics' failure to recognise global strategic environment
https://senatorciccone.com.au/aukus-critics-failure-to-recognise-global-strategic-environment/

Extract from the senator's X post
(https://x.com/SenRaffCiccone/status/2071088824550334812)

about the ASPI piece: Almost all of Australia's trade travels by sea. Our fuel, food,
pharmaceuticals and essentials depend on secure maritime access. That's not a detail, it's an
existential vulnerability. Anyone who dismisses protecting Australia's maritime trade isn't just
unserious about national security. They're negligent. AUKUS and our commitment to nuclear-
powered submarines is how we protect that.

Canadians, too, need to think more about our dependency on the sea.

From an Australian colleague: Canada could do well to open a dialogue with Naval Group to
join the Suffren-class SSN program. And you already have many francophone naval people
which Australia did not for our ill-fated Attack-class submarine program. If only we had
signed up for Suffren then instead of a conventionally powered redesign.
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What’s the FUSS about? Military insiders vent over
massive upheaval facing Australian Defence
https://thenightly.com.au/politics/australia/whats-the-
fuss-about-military-insiders-vent-over-massive-
upheaval-facing-australian-defence-c-22506931

An Australian piece, and this reader had to look up
FUSS and 'spruiking." FUSS =F...ed Up S... Show, common enough CAF usage but not not
often reduced to an acronym - normally spoken in full vigour. Spruiking means to promote or
advertise goods, services, or ideas publicly, and typically involves loudly touting their wares,
hyping up a business, or aggressively pitching to potential customers. Lovely - whilst more
applicable at times to defence procurement, one can see its more general utility, like for some
politics. Putting words aside, the article highlights the need for capable industry and
government leadership (maybe not competing for the same people?) and, implicitly, for
avoiding organization, re-oganization, dis-organization, in defence procurement. Reflections
for Canada?

From a 'down-under' colleague: I am not sure about this FUSS. My sense is there could be
internal issues within the ADF about programs and the SSN impact upon the allocation of
resources.

The US Shipbuilding Industry Is Not Ready for a War
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/the-us-
shipbuilding-industry-is-not-ready-for-a-war/

"Military power ultimately rests not only on the strength
of a nation’s armed forces, but also on the capacity of its
industrial base to replenish them. If the United States

wishes to maintain its naval advantage, it must do so by building — and building fast "

The first sentence applies to any state, including Canada.

Other Sources

# airpower

Supremacy, Superiority, Dominance: The Iran War and Our Obsolete Air-Control Lexicon
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/supremacy-superiority-dominance-the-iran-war-and-our-obsolete-
air-control-lexicon/

From a colleague: The illusion that air power can solve issues hangs on, despite anybody being
able to identify a single campaign in which it was the decisive issue. The grunts are right: wars
are won when your troops occupy the enemy capital and lock up its leading figures.
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| Air Power Just Failed Its Biggest Test: What the Iran War Proved About Winning Wars

#Arctic

Canada’s Arctic Foreign Policy
https://international.canada.ca/en/qglobal-affairs/corporate/reports/arctic-policy-2024

Joint Statement on Arctic Security from the Arctic Allies: Canada, the Kingdom of Denmark
including Greenland and the Faroe Islands, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, and the United
States of America
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2026/05/joint-statement-on-arctic-security-
from-the-arctic-allies-canada-the-kingdom-of-denmark-including-greenland-and-the-faroe-
islands-finland-iceland-n.html

What does it take to defend Canada’s Arctic? CBC News - Posted: Jul 08, 2026
https://www.chc.ca/radio/frontburner/what-does-it-take-to-defend-canadas-arctic-9.7261589

Canada is racing to build a stronger army - then the Arctic forced a major military overhaul,
"We can't wait anymore"
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/canada-is-racing-to-build-a-stronger-army-then-the-
arctic-forced-a-major-military-overhaul-we-can-t-wait-anymore/vi-AA25nA6j

Canadian Armed Forces selects Telesat Lightspeed for Mil-Ka-band component of ESCP-P
Arctic military communications program, By GlobeNewswire, Published: July 08, 2026 at
2:32PM EDT
https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/press-releases/2026/07/08/canadian-armed-forces-selects-
telesat-lightspeed-for-mil-ka-band-component-of-escp-p-arctic-military-communications-

program/

Mark Carney pitches Canada as a northern NATO power: ‘The Arctic is a front’

Carney said Canada will also begin helping to lead NATO’s Multinational Division North,
along with fellow Latvia and Denmark. July 8, 2026
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/the-arctic-is-a-front-mark-carney-pitches-canada-as-a-
northern-nato-power/article 17b91b58-f91e-46ee-94b0-2acelfc0f4b8.html

Canada’s Arctic defender looks south? By Josh Scott July 6, 2026
https://betakit.com/canadas-arctic-defender-looks-south/

$2.5 Billion in Australian Radar System to Monitor the Arctic
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/rci/en/news/2264989/2-5-billion-in-australian-radar-system-to-
monitor-the-arctic

Canada solidifies agreement with Australia to buy Arctic Over-the-Horizon Radar system
System expected to be operational by 2029, with stations located in southern Ontario

Murray Brewster - CBC News - Posted: Jun 21, 2026 10:45 PM ADT | Last Updated: June 22
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canada-australia-radar-system-9.7243658
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https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canada-australia-radar-system-9.7243658

Carney promises Arctic investment will benefit Inuit during meeting with leadership

CBC News, Posted: Thursday, July 2, 2026 at 15:01
https://www.rcinet.ca/eye-on-the-arctic/2026/07/02/carney-promises-arctic-investment-will-
benefit-inuit-during-meeting-with-leadership/

In Arctic Canada, some of the planet’s coldest rivers could replace diesel, study finds
https://www.msn.com/en-us/weather/topstories/in-arctic-canada-some-of-the-planet-s-coldest-
rivers-could-replace-diesel-study-finds/ar-AA279RGh

#Arctic #Scandinavia

Arctic Today News: https://www.arctictoday.com/

Trump revives argument that U.S. should control Greenland as NATO leaders gather
Trump's position is well known, Danish PM says, but adds 'this is not going to happen'
CBC News - Posted: Jul 07, 2026 4:02 PM ADT | Last Updated: July 7
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/trump-greenland-nato-denmark-9.7261603

Tensions are heating up over a remote Arctic territory — and it’s not Greenland
https://www.cnn.com/2026/07/10/climate/svalbard-greenland-geopolitics-russia-china-

melting-ice

#artificial intelligence #NATO

Defining Autonomy: Why Software, Not Drones, Will Decide the Next War
https://www.csis.org/analysis/defining-autonomy-why-software-not-drones-will-decide-next-
war

#artificial intelligence #warfare

Al targeting systems are coming, but not as fast as many assume
https://thebulletin.org/2026/06/ai-targeting-systems-are-coming-but-not-as-fast-as-many-
assume/

#China

The Mirage of China’s Military Edge
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/china/mirage-chinas-military-edge-dennis-blair

PLA Aerospace Power: A Primer on Trends in China’s Military Air, Space, and Missile
Forces

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/CASI/documents/2026-05-
01%20PLA%20Primer%205th%20Edition.pdf
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#cyber intelligence

DISTANTIA bars to the Special Service Medal

Military Personnel Command @milperscom 26 Jun

posted: Fourteen individuals recently became the first

ever recipients of DISTANTIA bars to the Special

Service Medal.

DISTANTIA was created to recognize those who

participate in and have a direct impact on overseas

operations from remote locations.

Learn more:
https://canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2026/06/the-
presentation-of-the-first-distantia.html

(The presentation of the first DISTANTIA bars for remote warfare)

#cyber intelligence

A quick reminder: hackers and scammers are doing everything they can to use 'FIFA' scams.
One of the most sophisticated is a FIFA rewards site (see para 12), but there is a lot more out
there. Be careful.

The Al-fication of cyber threats
https://www.trendmicro.com/vinfo/us/security/research-and-analysis/predictions/the-ai-
fication-of-cyberthreats-trend-micro-security-predictions-for-2026

Why this fully agentic ransomware attack is giving researchers nightmares
https://www.zdnet.com/article/jadepuffer-fully-agentic-ransomware-attack-researchers-

nightmares/

CAI cloud worm gives competitors' malware the boot, then steals secrets and mines for coin
https://www.theregister.com/cyber-crime/2026/07/07/cai-cloud-worm-gives-competitors-
malware-the-boot-then-steals-secrets-and-mines-for-coin/5267856

Hackers posing as customers, employees and IT staff is one thing, but posing as Interpol?

Hackers are posing as Interpol to target small businesses — here's what you need to know
https://www.itpro.com/security/cyber-attacks/hackers-are-posing-as-interpol-to-target-small-
business-heres-what-you-need-to-know

#defence policy

Permanent Joint Board on Defense

United States Pauses Participation in the Permanent Joint Board on Defense
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/united-states-pauses-participation
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Pausing the Permanent Joint Board on Defense Sends a Message — But Its an Intentionally
Muddled One
https://policyhawk.substack.com/p/pausing-the-permanent-joint-board

#defence procurement

Reporter David Pugliese posted the link to his article on the proposed $18 billion project to
buy a new fleet of helicopters to replace the Griffon, the article is referenced in the Brewster's:
Special forces to get new helicopters first
https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-watch/new-canadian-forces-helicopters

Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster 27 Jun posted and RUSI(NS) reposted: Canada puts
$800M Griffon helicopter upgrade on hold over technical ‘complexity’ #cdnpoli #CdnMilitary
#NATO #RCAF
(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/airforce-helicopters-griffon-upgrade-suspended-9.7250616 )
Blogger comments: Brewster: Canada puts $800M Griffon helicopter upgrade on hold over
technical ‘complexity’
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/brewster-canada-puts-800m-griffon

#drones

Drone warfare with a moral code
https://engelsbergideas.com/notebook/drone-warfare-with-a-moral-code/

Drones, cables, and the Indonesia—Australia maritime frontier
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/drones-cables-and-the-indonesia-australia-
maritime-frontier

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War #land warfare

Army looks to small UGVs as Ukraine war reshapes battlefield robotics
https://smallwarsjournal.com/2026/06/19/army-small-ugvs-battlefield-robotics/

A Ukrainian ground robot defended a position from Russian assault for six weeks
https://www.defenseone.com/technology/2026/05/ukrainian-ground-robot-defended-position-
russian-assault-six-weeks/413642/

Beyond the front line: Ukraine is deepening its drone wall
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/beyond-the-front-line-ukraine-is-deepening-its-drone-wall/
"Ukraine’s drone wall (https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/ukraines-drone-
wall-is-europes-first-line-of-defense-against-russia/) is evolving from a primarily defensive
shield along the front line into an increasingly offensive system."
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#Indo-Pacific #warfare

The Mirage of China’s Military Edge
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/china/mirage-chinas-military-edge-dennis-blair

Japan to rename air force in nod to growing space capabilities
https://breakingdefense.com/2026/06/japan-to-rename-air-force-in-nod-to-growing-space-capabilities/
"The upper house of Japan’s parliament approved a bill today to rename the Japan Air Self-
Defense Force (JASDF) to the Japan Aerospace Self-Defense Force ... The change in name
reflects an increasing focus by the JASDF on the space domain in recent years."

Will the RCAF someday become the Royal Canadian Aerospace Force? Will someday a
(Royal) Canadian Space Force be established?

#land warfare #Russia-Ukraine War

Russia is bolting World War I1-style bridges onto

armored tractors. They’re slow—and Ukraine’s drones

are fast

https://euromaidanpress.com/2026/06/26/vovcha-river-
crossing/

When bridges and bridge equipment become significant targets.

#media operations
Propaganda and Conflict: War, Media and Shaping the Twentieth Century
https://dn721809.ca.archive.org/0/items/oapen-20.500.12657-53439/9781788316729.pdf

NATO delivers training for Ukraine’s public affairs teams
https://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/articles/news/2026/06/23/nato-delivers-training-for-
ukraines-public-affairs-teams

Really, one would think that Ukrainian PAO have more to teach than to learn.

#NATO

German-Netherlands Corps to take NATO command role in Estonia, Latvia
https://www.reuters.com/world/natos-german-netherlands-corps-take-command-role-estonia-
latvia-says-germany-2026-05-28/

This corps will have command of the brigade group in Latvia of which Canada is the
framework nation.

NATO’s role in capability development
https://www.nato.int/en/what-we-do/deterrence-and-defence/natos-role-in-capability-
development

"NATO officially defines a capability as 'the ability to create an effect through employment of
an integrated set of aspects categorised as doctrine, organisation, training, materiel, leadership
development, personnel, facilities and interoperability.” "NATO sets Capability Targets
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defining what effect Allies should be able to provide, but it does not tell Allies how they
should do it."

NATO Force Model
https://www.nato.int/en/what-we-do/deterrence-and-defence/nato-force-model

#NATO # Canadian Army #drones
Canadian Army Completes First FPV Training Course
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/canadian-army-completes-first-fpv

#Royal Canadian Air Force

Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster 27 Jun posted and RUSI(NS) reposted: Canada puts
$800M Griffon helicopter upgrade on hold over technical ‘complexity’ #cdnpoli #CdnMilitary
#NATO #RCAF
(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/airforce-helicopters-griffon-upgrade-suspended-9.7250616)
Blogger comments: Brewster: Canada puts $800M Griffon helicopter upgrade on hold over
technical ‘complexity’
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/brewster-canada-puts-800m-griffon

Good show, Wizard of Oz

https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/good-show-wizard-of-0z

Something to be said for the words: "Let the show go on, but please, let us have a proper
debate about what strategic missions we are contemplating for the future RCAF, where
NORAD air defence requirements fit in RCAF procurement plans, what aircraft or mix of
aircraft we are buying and why, and at what cost and benefit."

#Royal Canadian Air Force #drones

NOAH @NoahGairn 3 Jul posted: Followup To The Canadian UAVS AOPS Contract
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/followup-to-the-canadian-uavs-aops

RUSI(NS) quoted: .@RoyalCanNavy is focusing on trialing/deploying equipment/munition-
level air/surface/underwater vehicles #drones onboard current vessels prior to developing large
aircraft/vessels/submarines. "Build a little, test a little, learn a lot.”

#Royal Canadian Navy

Why Canada Doesn’t Need Twelve New Submarines
https://thewalrus.ca/canadas-defence-buildup-should-build-more-than-a-military/
Erin O’Toole's piece seems to be more about Canadian production than about fleet design.

#Royal Canadian Navy #shipbuilding

Why is Canada spending tens of billions on new submarines?
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/rci/en/news/2267612/why-is-canada-spending-tens-of-billions-on-
new-submarines
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Prime Minister Carney announces the preferred supplier for the Canadian Patrol Submarine
Project — the largest defence procurement in Canadian history
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/prime-minister-carney-announces-the

Note blogger's comments at end of press release.

An article outlining the current state of additive manufacturing technology in the U.S. Navy.
Of interest to those RUSI(NS) members who have visited the facility at Dalhousie University.
https://news.usni.org/2026/06/23/the-navys-big-3-d-printing-
bet?mc_cid=b02c5cda73&mc_eid=7ec97107ba

The US Shipbuilding Industry Is Not Ready for a War
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/the-us-shipbuilding-industry-is-not-ready-for-a-war/

"Military power ultimately rests not only on the strength of a nation’s armed forces, but also
on the capacity of its industrial base to replenish them. If the United States wishes to maintain
its naval advantage, it must do so by building — and building fast."

The first sentence applies to any state, including Canada.

#Russia-Ukraine War #warfare

Ukraine and the Problem of Restoring Maneuver in Contemporary War
https://understandingwar.org/research/future-of-war/ukraine-and-the-problem-of-restoring-
maneuver-in-contemporary-war/

#strategy

What’s in a Name? Clausewitz’s Search to Define “Strategy”
https://www.militarystrateqymagazine.com/article/whats-in-a-name-clausewitzs-search-to-
define-strateqy/

The Adaptation Deficit: Why Western Militaries are Behind in the Race to Learn
https://mickryan.substack.com/p/the-adaptation-deficit-why-western

#US-lIran War
https://maritime-executive.com/editorials/european-naval-coalition-for-hormuz-disappears-
without-a-trace

#warfare

The Pentagon wants ‘decision advantage.’ Is that enough?
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2026/07/08/the-pentagon-wants-decision-
advantage-is-that-enough/

Auftragstaktik
https://tacticalnotebook.substack.com/p/auftragstaktik
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https://understandingwar.org/research/future-of-war/ukraine-and-the-problem-of-restoring-maneuver-in-contemporary-war/
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/whats-in-a-name-clausewitzs-search-to-define-strategy/
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https://mickryan.substack.com/p/the-adaptation-deficit-why-western
https://maritime-executive.com/editorials/european-naval-coalition-for-hormuz-disappears-without-a-trace
https://maritime-executive.com/editorials/european-naval-coalition-for-hormuz-disappears-without-a-trace
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2026/07/08/the-pentagon-wants-decision-advantage-is-that-enough/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2026/07/08/the-pentagon-wants-decision-advantage-is-that-enough/
https://tacticalnotebook.substack.com/p/auftragstaktik

The Three Nevers: To Invade Taiwan, China Would Have to Make Military History Thrice
https://warontherocks.com/the-three-nevers-to-invade-taiwan-china-would-have-to-make-
military-history-thrice/

A wide perspective analysis to the ‘invade Taiwan’ scenario.

Cognitive Warfare: The Case for Disaggregation
https://css.ethz.ch/en/center/CSS-news/2026/06/kognitive-kriegsfuehrung-plaedoyer-fuer-eine-
entbuendelung.html

Drones are not the Future of War—They are the Problem to be Solved
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/drones-are-not-the-future-of-war-they-are-the-problem-to-be-
solved/

"The tank did not eliminate the problem of the machine gun. It solved it well enough to restore
what the machine gun had stolen: the ability to move, to exploit, to break through and pour
into the enemy’s rear. Maneuver returned."

Virtual Fronts, Mobile Firepower
https://dispatch.bazaarofwar.com/p/virtual-fronts-mobile-firepower

#war
The Pentagonian Test: Expanding Clausewitz’s Theory
https://mickryan.substack.com/p/the-pentagonian-test-expanding-clausewitzs

#wargaming
How the Russian General Staff Conducts Wargames
https://www.saratoga-foundation.org/p/new-report-how-the-russian-general

27 July, Monday - Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation "Future War in
Your (Cargo) Pocket).” 7-8:30 pm ADT, Online. For more information and to register:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/future-war-in-your-cargo-pocket-tickets-1992699277180.

The use of Wargaming as a Naval Concept Exploration Tool
https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/10180474/1/IndoPacific%20Conference%20November%?2
02023%20FORMATTED.pdf

Odds and Sods

CENTRAL AFRICA AND AFRICA-WIDE STRATEGIC INFLUENCE ASSESSMENT

July 2026 Assessment of Emerging Security, Humanitarian, Defence, and Influence
Developments Across Africa
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References: A. Open-source reporting collected during July 2026 from Africa Intelligence, Al
Jazeera, South China Morning Post, United Nations reporting, Africa Center for Strategic
Studies, and associated media reporting.

B. Open-Source Intelligence (OSINT) assessment.

Purpose:

A. The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an updated assessment of significant security,
geopolitical, humanitarian, defence, and influence developments observed across Africa during
July 2026.

B. This assessment identifies emerging trends involving Sudan's expanding conflict, Chinese
defence-market positioning, Central African Republic instability, Nigerien energy diplomacy,
regional arms brokerage, and African diplomatic influence efforts.

Executive Assessment

A. Recent reporting indicates that Africa's security environment is entering a more fragmented
and competitive phase. Conflicts are no longer defined solely by state forces and insurgent
groups, but increasingly by militias, paramilitary formations, foreign suppliers, commercial
intermediaries, and external state actors seeking influence.

B. Five dominant trends are evident:

(1) Sudan's conflict is becoming increasingly fragmented, with armed groups, militias,
community defence forces, and foreign-linked actors complicating the SAF-RSF framework.

(2) China is expanding its defence-market opportunities in West and Central Africa as French
influence declines and Russian weapons availability remains constrained.

(3) Niger continues balancing dependence on Chinese energy infrastructure with efforts to
reduce political tension surrounding CNPC operations.

(4) Central African Republic remains vulnerable to armed-group pressure despite continued
MINUSCA stabilization and civilian-protection efforts.

(5) African governments are increasingly using language, diplomacy, infrastructure, and defence
procurement as tools of strategic positioning.

C. The combined effect is a continent-wide operating environment where security, commerce,
diplomacy, and influence activity are increasingly interconnected.

Sudan Security Environment

A. Reporting concerning Sudan indicates that the conflict can no longer be assessed solely as a
confrontation between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF).
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The security space has fragmented significantly, with an estimated large number of militias,
paramilitary formations, tribal groups, Islamist brigades, community defence forces, criminal
networks, and foreign-linked fighters active within the conflict.

B. The battle for el-Obeid has become a major operational and humanitarian concern. Recent
reporting indicates that more than 11,000 civilians, including thousands of children, have fled
fighting around the city. EI-Obeid's position linking Kordofan, Darfur, Khartoum, and western
Sudan gives it strategic value beyond its immediate urban terrain.

C. Drone warfare is becoming a more prominent feature of the conflict. Attacks on military
positions, fuel sites, logistics nodes, and civilian infrastructure indicate that both the character
and reach of the war are evolving.

D. Assessment. Sudan's conflict is entering a phase of deeper fragmentation. The growing
number of armed actors reduces command-and-control clarity, complicates ceasefire prospects,
and increases the risk of local atrocities, aid obstruction, and long-term state failure.

Confidence Assessment: High.
Central African Republic

A. Reporting from the Central African Republic indicates continued instability around Am
Dafock in Vakaga Prefecture. UN and associated reporting indicates that armed activity near the
area affected MINUSCA operations, injured peacekeepers, and forced thousands of civilians to
seek protection near UN positions and nearby communities.

B. MINUSCA's immediate priority remains the protection of civilians, support to local
authorities, emergency humanitarian assistance, and the stabilization of areas affected by armed-
group activity.

C. Assessment. The Central African Republic remains highly dependent upon UN stabilization
capacity. Armed-group pressure in the north demonstrates that local security structures remain
fragile and that state authority outside major centres remains limited.

Confidence Assessment: High.

China's Defence and Strategic Positioning

A. Reporting concerning a "military vacuum™ in West and Central Africa suggests that China is
increasingly positioned to expand defence sales and security relationships as French influence
recedes and Russian defence exports face constraints linked to Moscow's ongoing war
requirements.

B. Chinese defence firms appear to benefit from a combination of cost-effective platforms,

flexible financing, and a willingness to engage governments facing insurgent threats, budget
limitations, or reduced access to Western suppliers.
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C. This trend is visible across the Sahel and portions of Central Africa, where governments are
seeking drones, armoured vehicles, surveillance systems, and other capabilities suited to internal
security operations.

D. Assessment. China's defence role in Africa is expanding from primarily economic influence
into a more direct security-sector presence. This does not yet equal Russia's political-security
footprint in some junta-led states, but it provides Beijing with long-term leverage through
sustainment, training, financing, and equipment dependency.

Confidence Assessment: High.
Niger

A. Reporting indicates that Nigerien authorities under General Abdourahamane Tchiani are
easing pressure on China National Petroleum Corporation following a prolonged period of
friction. This suggests a pragmatic recalibration rather than a full strategic shift away from
Beijing.

B. Niger remains dependent on Chinese involvement in oil production, export infrastructure,
financing, and technical management. Even where political tensions exist, Niamey appears to
have limited credible alternatives in the near term.

C. Assessment. Niger's relationship with China is likely to remain transactional but durable.
Beijing's control of key energy infrastructure gives it substantial leverage, while Niger's military
government requires revenue stability and external partners capable of delivering without
extensive political conditionality.

Confidence Assessment: High.
Cameroon

A. Reporting concerning French-Israeli arms broker Igal Cohen and disputes with Cameroon's
military leadership indicates continued friction within defence procurement and arms-supply
networks.

B. Such disputes demonstrate the importance of intermediaries in African defence markets,
particularly where governments seek aircraft, helicopters, surveillance systems, spare parts,
maintenance support, and politically flexible procurement pathways.

C. Assessment. Cameroon remains a relevant case study in how defence procurement can
become entangled with elite competition, supplier disputes, and opaque commercial networks.
These dynamics may affect readiness, sustainment, and trust between military leadership and
external suppliers.

Confidence Assessment: Moderate.
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Tanzania

A. Reporting indicates that President Samia Suluhu Hassan's government is promoting Swabhili
as an instrument of diplomatic outreach and regional influence. This effort appears designed to
strengthen Tanzania's soft-power position while reducing diplomatic isolation.

B. Language diplomacy offers Tanzania a relatively low-cost method of projecting influence
across East Africa, Central Africa, and parts of the wider African Union environment.

C. Assessment. Tanzania's use of Swahili reflects a broader trend in which African states are
increasingly using culture, language, and identity as instruments of foreign policy. While less
visible than military or infrastructure initiatives, such efforts can support long-term diplomatic
alignment and regional leadership ambitions.

Confidence Assessment: Moderate.
Democratic Republic of the Congo and Rwanda

A. Reporting continues to indicate elevated tensions in eastern DRC, including continued
concern regarding external support to armed groups and the presence of regional military
influence inside Congolese territory.

B. The DRC remains one of Africa's most significant strategic competition environments due to
the convergence of critical minerals, armed-group activity, foreign security interests, and
regional rivalries.

C. Assessment. Eastern DRC remains vulnerable to renewed escalation. Foreign support to
armed groups, contested mineral access, and weak state control continue to create conditions for
prolonged instability and external influence competition.

Confidence Assessment: Moderate to High.

Russian Strategic Influence Operations

A. Russia remains active across Africa through security cooperation, information operations,
cultural diplomacy, and relationships with military governments. However, Russian weapons
availability may be constrained by the demands of the war in Ukraine.

B. This constraint creates openings for China and other suppliers, while Russia continues to
preserve influence through Africa Corps, advisory support, media narratives, and elite political
relationships.

C. Assessment. Russian influence is adapting rather than disappearing. Moscow may face

equipment-supply limitations, but its political, informational, and security networks continue to
provide strategic reach, particularly in states seeking alternatives to Western partnerships.
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Confidence Assessment: Moderate.
Implications for Canada and Western Partners

A. The July 2026 reporting environment indicates that Africa's security and influence landscape
is becoming increasingly complex, fragmented, and competitive.

B. Intelligence collection priorities should include Sudanese militia fragmentation, Chinese
defence exports, Nigerien energy dependence, Central African Republic stabilization risks,
defence brokerage networks, and external support to armed actors in eastern DRC.

C. Canada and allied governments should anticipate that influence competition in Africa will
increasingly occur through hybrid mechanisms involving infrastructure, arms sustainment,
energy access, humanitarian leverage, language diplomacy, and information operations.

Confidence Assessment

A. High confidence is assessed regarding Sudan's worsening fragmentation, the humanitarian
significance of el-Obeid, China's growing defence-market opportunity, and Niger's continued
dependence on Chinese energy infrastructure.

B. Moderate confidence is assessed regarding the full scale of foreign military involvement in
Sudan, the internal details of Cameroonian arms-procurement disputes, and the long-term
strategic effects of Tanzania's Swahili diplomacy.

Conclusion

A. Africa’s July 2026 strategic environment is marked by the convergence of conflict
fragmentation, foreign defence competition, humanitarian deterioration, and influence activity
conducted through both overt and indirect channels.

B. Sudan represents the most immediate humanitarian and security concern. The conflict's
expansion beyond the SAF-RSF framework into a wider militia environment increases the risk of
prolonged state fragmentation.

C. China is positioned to benefit from changing security alignments in West and Central Africa,
while Russia continues adapting its influence model despite military-industrial constraints.
Regional governments are increasingly exploiting this competition to diversify partners and
increase strategic autonomy.

Overall Confidence Assessment: Moderate to High.
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SAC Notes

Issues to Watch

Fallout from the Ankara NATO Conference. Trump again offers negative comments about
NATO allies and generally is dominating commentary for his anti-NATO stance.

The US-Iran-Israel War is an ongoing issue. Iran and the US have been engaged in reciprocal
attacks with each accusing the other of violating the ceasefire agreement terms. One expects this
to continue. Israel continues to fight inside Lebanon due to ongoing Hezbollah attacks, Israel
also takes action in Gaza on specifically identified targets.

The US government actions regarding Cuba. This is ongoing and without a good ending.
There is debate whether Trump is now willing to support Ukraine as a result of discussions
between President Zelensky and President Trump at the sidelines of the G7 conference.

China’s ongoing financial crisis based on lower government’s level of debt both apparent and
hidden vastly exceeds US debt per capita.

Russia-Ukraine War. Both sides have conducted massive missile and drone attacks against
each others’ capitals. Ukraine launched the largest drone attack of the war with 992 missiles and
drones this week. Damage was extensive and one of the most viewed pictures of an oil reservoir
tank exploding was caused by a Russian air defence missile which misfired as opposed to a
Ukrainian drone. Russia’s air defences are weakened and unable to cover the vast areas needing
protection. Moscow has vowed revenge. This is an ongoing issue.

The Sahel is a prime target for Islamists. There is a growing lack of instability in the Sahel

The ongoing outbreak of Ebola is a major international issue and gaining ground. Ebola requires
bodily contact to spread, especially bodily fluids. The situation may be exacerbated by burial
traditions in the main area. This is ongoing.

Oh Canada

The PM is at the NATO Conference in Ankara. The main points of discussion is on each
countries plan to reach 5% of GDP on defence spending. Canada arrives with the newly
announced selection of TKMS for the Canadian Patrol Submarine program estimated to cost 100
B CAD over the life of the program. The Army’s new light vehicle replacement program has
been delayed and will be restarted. Six companies indicated interest in the program, four are
Canadian and two were American. It is expected to be a further irritant to the negotiations
regarding the ongoing CUSMA agreement. The buy Canadian requirement and the downplaying
of the US arms industry in Canada’s rearmament is a sore point. The link to the CBC article,
“Ottawa sidelines foreign firms in $4.9B army vehicle competition” by Murray Brewster
published on 8 July 2026, is found at https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/light-utility-vehicles-
army-canada-competition-9.7262363
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VAdm Angus Topshee discussed the concept of using an amphibious warship in the article
“Canada eyes amphibious ships to project power in the arctic” at
link: https://www.youtube.com/shorts/xX5SAgmPYFhb94.

This is another take by Canada Constructed found at

link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1D06]UMBEs covers some of the thoughts on the
development of such a ship. Interestingly this presentation gives a history of Canada’s on again
off again relationship with defending the Arctic.

It does not mention the idea of the ship having a major workshop to be able to act as a repair
ship/tender for smaller vessels. The key issues are its ability to maintain and even do repairs of a
future Arctic fleet. The Nanisivik is a matter of incompetence somehow a mining company did a
much better job and was able to operate a port. Both Davie and Sea Span have indicated their
interest. It is not currently a recognized project.

The Prime Minister announced the proposed acquisition of up to twelve diesel electric
submarines from TKMS for the Royal Canadian Navy thus in sufficient numbers to provide
submarines in all three oceans bordering the country. It is by Canadian standards a quick
decision. The German Norwegian firm TKMS has entered into further negotiations. TKMS has
offered four submarines by 2034.

Hanwha is in negotiations for other aspects of Canada’s growing defence needs. It may take over
if TKMS cannot complete the project as presented. South Korea is being looked at as a potential
supplier of artillery and armoured vehicles. PM Carney met with the South Korean President on
the sidelines of the Ankara conference. Both sides insist that relations are still strong.

At the conference, Canada and Sweden became big winners as NATO chose the Canadian
Bombardier 6500 aircraft coupled with Sweden’s airborne radar system as the AWACs
replacement. Canada has plans to acquire six of these aircraft and NATO is looking at ten
aircraft to replace the current E3 Sentry fleet of 18 aircraft. The new NATO fleet contract will be
around 10 B USD.

Canada also announced that it will spend approximately 800 M CAD to purchase the Naval
Strike Missile of Canada’s new fighter fleet from the Norwegian aerospace company Kongsberg.

Australia

Australia’s incoming army chief issues chilling
warning https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZV-Azabp-g

The United States

The US military has been under stress from two directions; one internal with the horrifying purge
of senior officers that are female, of colour or those supportive of inclusive policies. The second
is being stretched by usually unnecessary conflicts such as with Venezuela, Cuba, Iran and the
Middle East in general and the failure to deal with very real needs such as the ongoing conflict in
Ukraine and confrontation between the Philippines and China.
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US foreign policy is mercurial, changing direction and goals with lightning speed that has made
them appear less than reliable and in some cases downright adversarial mainly to allies.

The latest is of course at the latest NATO Conference in Ankara where it seemed the US was
reportedly almost ready to finally leave the alliance. While | say that, withdrawal from NATO
requires the support of Congress. NATO has the support on both sides of the aisle.

The US President once again threatened Greenland. Trump’s comments at the Ankara
Conference have hijacked the conference and set a very negative tune. It has not gone over well
within the US with politicians of both Parties. It is not a good look.

Moldova

The biggest news from Moldova was the resignation of the Prime Minister on3 July 2026 as
reported by the Canadian press. Alexandru Munteneau resigned for “personal reasons” although
it was generally thought that it was over corruption charges targeting civil servants under his
watch. While this sounds bad, it actually is a sign of a healthier Moldovan governance system
whereby elected officials accept their personal responsibility and resign. Moldova has made
exceptional strides in eliminating corruption. Moldova had a reputation as being one of the most
corrupt countries in Europe. President Maia Sandu accepted the resignation stating that it will
take time to find a suitable replacement.

Georgia

Georgia walked out of the OSCE parliamentary assembly over the contents of the Hague
Declaration on 8 July 2026. The delegation walked out before the vote on the Hague Declaration
as it contained a resolution on Georgia called “a resolution on Georgia titled “Protecting
Electoral Integrity and Fundamental Freedoms in Georgia.” It was sponsored by the US but it
was accepted by the assembly without amendments. The head of Georgia’s delegation stated the
declaration distorts the current political situation in Georgia.

Georgia continues to have demonstrations against the current government. Security forces
continue to have a heavy hand during arrests.

Belarus

The self-appointed President of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko has been walking a tight rope
between Ukraine and Russia. His space to continue to do so is now getting vastly smaller.
Ukraine forced Belarus to shut down radio direction finders/repeaters used by Russia to direct
drones. These repeaters were located along the Belarus-Ukraine border and received an apology.
He also withdrew Belarus forces from the border area except for normal security operations and
stating it is not their intention to attack Ukraine ever. The direction finders. This declaration may
cause future issues with the Putin regime. Time will tell if Lukashenko has finally crossed the
Rubicon with Russia.

Iran-Israel-US

This is a single conflict but being fought for different reasons by the participants. The US
announced on 8 July 2026 that the ceasefire agreement was over and launched over 80 strikes
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against key Iranian targets in Southern Iran. The reason for this action was the Iranian attack and
hits on three ships using Omani waters to move through the Straits of Hormuz. Iran responded by
attacks on US allies such as Kuwait, the UAE and Bahrain. The damage caused by Iran’s counter
strikes are unknown at this time. This is not over and may escalate quickly out of control.

Ther is thought that President Trump fears for his life because of Iranian threats aimed
specifically at him. Interesting thought and highly possible given the venality of the president.
Israel continues to take action to eliminate key individuals of both Hamas and Hezbollah despite
almost universal condemnation about the attacks. Israel is destroying known bunker locations in
both Lebanon and Gaza and is unlikely to heed any warnings while they are still under attack by
terrorist organizations.

Russia-Ukraine War

The war has lasted twelve years so far; it will be over 1600 days since the 24 February

2022 start of the invasion. Russia was forced out of over half the ground it initially took that
year and now possesses around 18% taking under 10 kms a month recently. For the past two
months Ukraine has retaken just over 700 km2 in the past two months. Russia has been unable to
create conditions for a major breakthrough as Ukraine’s unmanned systems forces create
mayhem across Russia.

Kyiv is able to confirm most of its kills through photographic evidence whether individual
soldiers, buildings or vehicles. The results are almost always fatal. It is estimated that Ukraine
now kills seven Russian soldiers to one Ukrainian. Even Russia cannot sustain losses like these
for long. Ukraine has also been able to move the line of drone attack into the middle ground
which would have been rear areas thus preventing Russia from conducting any large-scale
operations recently.

Currently, both sides use huge numbers of drones every day , however, Russia’s drones are not
adapting quickly and are often able to be eliminated by Ukraine as their weaknesses are well
known. Ukraine often adapts their drone every 10 to 30 days almost completely. The other
difference is the targets of the drones. Russia has tended to hit civilian targets including power
systems, utilities rail and accommodations. Larger attacks using ballistic, cruise missiles as well
as large numbers of “Shaheed” style drones.

Ukraine has chosen to attack specific industries and military sites on an organized basis
specifically; they have chosen to eliminate Russia’s oil and gas industry including methods of
transport. They have now attacked sites more than 2700 kms away including most every Russian
refinery and most recently attacked Shadow fleet tankers in the Sea of Azov hitting seventeen
tankers recently along with four more ships including a ferry and several cargo vessels for a total
of 21 ships in three days. They have also campaigned against Russian facilities throughout
Crimea destroying or damaging most of the electrical network with 50+ individual attacks. They
also continue to destroy any movement of transport vehicles along the “highway of Life” now
known as the Highway of Death moving material to the peninsula. The bottom line is Ukraine’s
attacks are well planned at the highest levels to destroy Russia’s ability to produce material
necessary to fund the war and replace equipment.
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Russia is now said to be bankrupt in real terms and unable to repair or replace key facilities.
Russia is now failing on the field of battle suffering losses that even they cannot take. Russia is
not the Soviet Union, and it no longer has the capacity that entity used to have. Its efforts are
failing despite inflicting heavy losses. The war will have to end soon one way or another, The
fallout at the end will and the outcome for Asia and Europe could be messy. Conflict is possible
both at the local level or internationally.

China

This section has used Co-Pilot for general information on this new law. The material has come
from generally reliable sources but should be taken with some level of skepticism.

China has passed the “Ethnic Unity and Progress Promotion Law” adopted on 26 March 2026
and now is in effect as of 1 July 2026. It will have global significance if taken at face value
whether one is Chinese or not. It constitutes an extreme form of outreach and is an excellent
example of Chinese version of sovereignty.

The legislation covers six areas that affect virtually anyone of any ethnicity on the globe who has
an opinion of the Chinese Communists Party (CCP) efforts for ethnic unity. This covers six
areas as follows:

Mandated Mandarin Instruction

Loyalty and Ideological Training

Cultural and linguistic prioritization

Integration through housing and community planning
Criminalization of “ethnic division”

Overseas applicability

hD OO0 o

It mainly applies to people within Chinese areas of CCP jurisdiction, this includes places that
China claims such as Taiwan and on islets in the South China Sea which may be Philippine
citizens despite living there for generations as part of China’s imperial policy.

Why should Canada care? First the CCP does not recognize dual citizenship although many
Chinese citizens have managed to gain citizenship from another country. Canada has more than
300 k dual citizens in Hong Kong as an example. It would also affect dissidents who fled
Chinese authoritarian reach by fleeing to Canada. It would also include persons or organizations
that have published views that publish studies on specific ethnicities ie Uyghurs, support
independence movements i.e. Taiwan independence and or criticize Chinese ethnic policies even
if they are foreign citizens.

Allegedly, China is still setting up Chinese Police stations, Canada was identified as having up
to five, but this was not fully investigated, The question is not if China will conduct influence
operations, it is how many and when?

Canada needs to update and create tough laws against foreign interference and give the e security

forces sufficient latitude to arrest Chinese unofficial operatives. A foreign agent registry is
essential as a start.
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The CCP has used the Navy, Coast Guard and the Maritime Militia to ramp up pressure against
Taiwan, Japan, South Korea and the Philippines. This will be an ongoing issue for the
foreseeable future.

China just added a 73% tariff on Canadian powered peas. So much for our new relationship with
China

Veterans Affairs Canada Salute! June 2026 is now available at

https://veterans.qc.ca/en/news-and-media/salute/june-2026

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS)

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-
osiss.html

Serve after Service #Team Rubicon Canada

https://team-rubicon.ca/

https://team-rubicon.ca/story/

https://team-rubicon.ca/volunteer/

Serve after Service #Cadet Leagues

https://navyleague.ca/

https://www.armycadetleague.ca/

https://aircadetleague.com/
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Serve after Service #Cadet Instructor Cadre #Junior Canadian Rangers

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/cadets-junior-canadian-
rangers/leadership-of-the-programs/ciccoats.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/cadets-junior-canadian-
rangers/how-adults-can-help/become-cadet-instructor-cadre-officer.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/corporate/policies-standards/defence-
administrative-orders-directives/2000-series/2020/2020-3-cadet-organizations-administration-
training-service.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/cadets-junior-canadian-
rangers/junior-canadian-rangers.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/cadets-junior-canadian-
rangers/adults.html

Serve after Service #Royal Canadian Legion

https://www.legion.ca/

https://www.legion.ca/join-us

https://www.legion.ca/support-for-veterans/contact-a-service-officer

https://ns.legion.ca/

https://ns.legion.ca/membership/
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