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24 July 2026

The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the study, promotion and
debate of defence, security and safety issues.

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media by the
Institute. Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches but may be
unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada.

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in Dispatches.
Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime. Email to RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.
Comments to articles can be from members or non-members of RUSI(NS). Any comment in
Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author and does not necessarily represent the views of the
Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other
government department, the Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or
other agency.

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), please
inform RUSI(NS). Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting RUSI(NS).

The next issue will be on 7 August 2026.

Quick links:
Events
Publications
@RUSI NS on X
Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook
Other Sources
Odds and Sods
SAC Notes

RUSI(NS) LinkedIln Page

We are excited to announce our LinkedIn Page in https://www.linkedin.com/groups/19653001

You all are cordially invited to join this public group, and being public, we also encourage
non-members to join the RUSI(NS) LinkedIn. Stay connected, contribute and receive updated
information.

Members are requested to please email their content to:
Cdr (ret’d) Ian Wood, Group Page Administrator, ian@idhwood.ca



mailto:RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com
Royal_United_Services#_
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/19653001
mailto:ian@idhwood.ca

Writing for RUSI(NS)

The content of Dispatches and other
RUSI(NS) channels is representative of the
submissions by RUSI(NS) members. If you
want more published about certain fields and
topics, you are encouraged to submit material
to RUSIDispatches@gmail.com and
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. The public face
of RUSI(NS) is what we, the membership,
makes it.

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook
accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com. Preferably, send the material ready to post. We
are still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them
active.

RUSI(NS) Website

Our website has been down for some time since the program which supports it was hacked,
coincidently and unfortunately with our backup server frying (that’s an IT term). Anyone
trying to contact RUSI(NS) can do so by emailing RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. There is
no ETR ATT.

Events

To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. RUSI(NS) events are by
invitation. If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice. Email
RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring.

RUSI(NS) Events: August-December 2026 Schedule

a. August - Nil
b. September - Army Procurement program
c. 22 September 2026 - Joint CIC/RUSI(NS) Dinner Cunard Centre, details to follow
d. October - Naval Modernization Program
e. November - Remembrance Dinner 4 November 2026, RA Park
- NORAD Modernization details date TBC
f. 10 December 2026 - Winter/Holiday Meet and Greet, RA Park
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Proposed 2027 Presentations and Events

a. CCG Aircraft Services Directorate, tentative Jan 27

b. Irving Shipbuilding Industries - Apr 27

c. The Future of Maritime Air - May 27

d. Canadian Tactical Helo Program - Sep 27

e. Industry Canada Update, discussion group or presentation

f. Naval Modernization/Corvette Program - Jun 27

g. CBSA Intelligence Centre - Mar 27

h. Army of the Future/Equipment Update - Oct 27

1. Naval Mine Warfare / Advanced Naval Capabilities - TBC

j. Canada's International Defence Commitments - TBC

k. Canada's Commercial Fleet/Modernization/rebuild? - TBC

1. Sanctions Development and Implementation discussion group

m. Arctic Security discussion group

n. OSINT discussion group

0. European Joint Task Force - Should Canada Join? discussion group

p. Tour Irving Shipbuilding - TBC

q- Army Reorg Update - Inflection Point 2025

r. Canada's Drone Program Update

N.B. It should be noted that these are all proposals and are subject to change. New ideas and
concepts to next year’s program are welcome. The dates shown are aspirational.

Wargaming Events: Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule:
https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents

Publications

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest
edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To readers
of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated.

weekly:

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members
News

bi-weekly:
Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch
https://www.cmisa.ca/cpages/on-watch-current

monthly:

Canadian Gunner News

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews
Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué

Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches
Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician
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Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt
Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter
Veterans Affairs Canada Salute!

quarterly:
Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter

Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies Australia

Our colleagues of the RUSI-A have reached out to us and provided links to their content. There
are links on their home page (https://www.rusi.org.au/) to the seven branches across Australia,
including New South Wales whose newsletter is also listed below:

RUSI-A United Service (quarterly): https://rusi.au/Publications.php#Journal

RUSI-A Newsletter (weekly): https://rusi.au/Newsletters.php

RUSI-NSW Newsletter (weekly): https://rusinsw.au/site/Newsletters.php

RUSI-A monographs: https://rusi.au/Monographs.php

RUSI-A lectures: https://rusi.au/Videos/Videos.php

RUSI-A podcasts: https://rusi.au/SIG_S/Strategy.php

Some of the latest:

RUSI-A weekly newsletter 13 June 2026: https://rusi.au/Newsletters/20260713.pdf
RUSI-NSW July 2026 monthly Newsletter: https://www.rusinsw.au/Newsletters/202607.pdf
RUSI-NSW June 2026 monthly lecture: https://rusi.au/Videos/VideoTheatre109.php
RUSI-A SIG on Strategy July monthly podcast: https://rusi.au/SIG_S/SIGS202607.php

Last/This Week in Canadian History

10 July highlights:
1789 North West Company partner Alexander Mackenzie reaches the Beaufort Sea.

1920 Arthur Meighen sworn in as Canada’s 9th Prime Minister after resignation of Robert
Borden.

1943 Second World War - Operation Husky - Canadian Army st Infantry Division and 1st Tank
Brigade invade Sicily with British 8th Army, U.S. and French troops; after training for 3 1/2
years in Britain; Sicily taken August 17, 1943 with 2,434 Canadian casualties. Pachino, Italy.

1944 Tommy Douglas sworn in as Premier of Saskatchewan, replacing William Patterson; the
First CCF government of Saskatchewan and the First socialist government in North America.
Regina, Saskatchewan.

1951 Canada signs a formal peace agreement with West Germany ending the state of war with
Germany. Ottawa, Ontario -
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1958 Military - John Diefenbaker and Dwight Eisenhower sign agreement to have Canada and
the United States set up Joint Committee to guide North American defenses in the event of
enemy attack. Washington, DC

1985 French secret service agents sink 160-foot protest vessel, Rainbow Warrior, owned by
Vancouver-based Greenpeace environmental group in Auckland haarbour; the underwater
bomb kills one crew member; France’s defence minister will resign four months later, after it is
reported he knew of the plot; two French agents later plead guilty to manslaughter; Greenpeace
protesting French nuclear tests at Mururoa Atoll in the South Pacific. The resulting scandal will
force the resignation of France’s Minister of Defense and the firing of the head of France’s
intelligence service. Auckland, New Zealand

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-10

11 July highlights:

1750 Fire almost completely destroys newly-established community of Halifax. Halifax, Nova
Scotia

1814 War of 1812 - John Sherbrooke captures Eastport, Maine, with a force from Halifax; later
Castine, Maine and Machias, Maine. Eastport, Maine

1896 Wilfrid Laurier sworn in as Canada’s 7th Prime Minister, succeeding Charles Tupper.

1917 First World War - Arthur Meighen introduces Conscription Act; splits Opposition into
Conscription Liberals and Laurier Liberals; Solicitor General. Ottawa, Ontario

1921 Irene Parlby elected to the Alberta Legislature; First woman cabinet minister in Canada.

1940 Second World War - Petty Officer D. A. Hewitt is the First Canadian killed in the Battle of
Britain. Britain

1944 Second World War - Guy Simonds, 2nd Canadian Corps, takes over operational command
of the 2nd Canadian Armoured Brigade, 2nd Canadian Infantry Division and 3rd Canadian
Infantry Division in Normandy. Caen, France

1960 Northwest Territories Council holds First session at Resolute Bay; most northerly point for
any legislative meeting. Resolute Bay, Nunavut -

1966 Andy McNaughton dies; Saskatchewan-born Army officer, scientist, and diplomat. Ottawa,
Ontario

1974 US starts anti-dumping action against Canada for eggs shipped to the States. Washington,
DC (Ed. comment: US pressure in trade negotiation is not new).

1990 Corporal Marcel Lemay, a 31 year old constable, killed during gun battle at Kanesetake,
near Oka, Québec.
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1991 Carla Hills American trade representative says North American free-trade deal NAFTA will
not endanger auto pact or harm Canadian culture. Washington, DC

2005 Deh Cho First Nations agree to a deal with the Canadian government to get participation in
the environmental assessment and regulatory review of the $5.7 billion Mackenzie Valley
Pipeline gas project. Yellowknife, NWT

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-11

12 July highlights:

1759 French and Indian War - James Wolfe orders cannon to start firing on Québec from heights
of Levis; that night Jean-Daniel Dumas leads 1,600 soldiers, mostly students, in a disastrous
night attack on the English; the young men panic and fire on each other. Levis, Québec

1782 John Parr appointed Governor of Nova Scotia; takes office October 19, 1782. London,
England

1812 War of 1812 - US Brigadier General William Hull crosses the Detroit River with 2,500
troops and occupies the town of Sandwich; First American invasion in the War of 1812; worried
about a new alliance between the British and the Indians led by Tecumseh, Hull will soon retreat
to Detroit, and surrenders to the British a month later. US President James Madison had called
for 50,000 volunteers to invade Canada but only 5,000 signed up. Windsor, Ontario

1874 Founding of the Ontario Agricultural College; today the University of Guelph. Guelph,
Ontario

1915 First World War - Canadian Army orders harvest furloughs to Canadian Expeditionary
Force (CEF) soldiers still in training camps in Canada. Ottawa, Ontario

1963 Terrorists destroy Queen Victoria monument in Dominion Square in a dynamite explosion.
Montréal, Québec

1973 Ottawa puts forward ocean policy to ensure Canadian control of technical and industrial
knowledge; emphasis put on special programs in marine science and technology. Ottawa, Ontario

1973 Supreme Court of Canada rules federal /ndian Act inoperative because it discriminates
against Native people. Ottawa, Ontario

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-12

13 July highlights:
1755 George Washington Leads British Retreat After Defeat in a French Ambush.

1953 Shakespeare’s Richard the Third opens the first season of the Stratford Festival, held in a
tent.
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1922 Canada and US discuss revising Rush-Bagot Agreement of 1817; limited armaments on the
Great Lakes. Washington, DC

1941 Second World War - Canada approves the Anglo-Soviet treaty that follows the German
invasion of USSR. Ottawa, Ontario

1942 Second World War - German U-Boats sink three more merchant ships in Gulf of St.
Lawrence; Québec outcry for protection forces secret Commons session. Rimouski, Québec

1949 Opening session of the First provincial Legislature of Newfoundland after Confederation
with Canada. St. John’s, Newfoundland

1950 Korean War - Royal Canadian Navy destroyers HMCS Cayuga, HMCS Athabaskan, and
HMCS Sioux arrive at Pearl Harbor escorted by cruiser HMCS Ontario; to join US naval task
force to operate against the Communists in Korea as part of the United Nations contingent; war
began June 25, 1950. Honolulu, Hawaii

1991 Gwich’in people of Mackenzie Delta settle land claim, getting 15,000 sq. km of land and
$75 million; First regional settlement with northern native groups. Yellowknife, NWT

1993 Germans hold farewell ceremony at Lahr base for Canadian troops after 42 years of NATO
service. Lahr, Germany

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-13

14 July highlights:

1769 Walter Patterson appointed first Governor of St. John Island (PEI), separated from Nova
Scotia on May 30.

1771 Samuel Hearne reaches Coppermine River; finds native copper; witnesses massacre of Inuit
families at Bloody Falls. Coppermine, NWT

1789 Alexander Mackenzie views the Arctic Ocean before turning home.

1896 Jerry Potts dies of tuberculosis and is buried in Fort Macleod Police Cemetery; the Métis
scout and interpreter, born 1840 to a Blood mother and white fur trader father, helped the North
West Mounted Police secure loyalty of native people in Alberta and Saskatchewan; hired as
guide and translator for the NWMP’s first contingent to head west; he arranged the first meeting
between Assistant Commissioner James Macleod and Blackfoot leaders in fall of 1874; helped
bring about signing of Treaty Seven in 1877, assisted in convincing Blackfoot to remain neutral
during North West Rebellion of 1885. Fort MacLeod, Alberta

1915 Robert Borden attends British Cabinet meeting; first Canadian Prime Minister to be invited
and first from the Dominions.
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1940 Second World War - Canadian General Andrew McNaughton put in command of new
Anglo-Canadian 7th Army Corps; with British and New Zealand troops as well as Canadian.
Britain

1978 Inuit group CORE (Committee for Original Peoples’ Entitlement signs deal renouncing
claims to 500,000 sq. km, including Mackenzie River delta lands, in return for surface rights and
title to 95,000 sq. km of the Western Arctic and $45 million for 2,500 Inuit from 1981 to 1994.
Inuvik, NWT

1991 Marcel Masse confirms shutdown of Goose Bay, Labrador military base in 1995; if
European nations no longer need it for test flights. Goose Bay, Newfoundland and Labrador

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-14

15 July highlights:

1838 Lord Durham meets with Reformers Robert Baldwin and his father Dr. William Baldwin;
they argue that Upper Canada and Lower Canada can win ministerial responsibility while
remaining part of the British Empire. Toronto, Ontario

1870 George-Etienne Cartier’s Manitoba Act comes into effect; creates new bilingual province in
West. Manitoba enters the Dominion as our fifth province; The Northwest Territories (Rupert’s
Land) is officially transferred to Canada; Canada takes over all land between Ontario and British
Columbia. The original boundaries of Manitoba were 1/18th of what they became; the small,
square size earned it the nickname “the postage stamp province.” The province is named
Manitoba, meaning, ‘The Great Spirit Speaks’, after a cave on the shore of Lake Manitoba,
where the wind made a haunting sound. The Act recognizes Métis land claims by setting aside
566,000 hectares; gives English and French languages equal status; guarantees Protestant and
Roman Catholic educational rights. Ottawa, Ontario

1870 Northwest Territories are transferred to the Dominion of Canada. Saskatchewan
1870 Northwest Territories are transferred to the Dominion of Canada. Alberta
1870 The Province of Manitoba is created. Manitoba

1921 Transport - US cancels wartime legislation giving Canadian vessels free access to
American ports. Washington, DC

1946 Justice J. C. McRuer heads Royal Commission investigating a Soviet espionage network in
Canada; secret information found to be leaked by the spies, among whom were Labour-
Progressive Party MP Fred Rose. Ottawa, Ontario

1977 Ottawa to raise strength of Canadian Armed Forces by 4,700 to 83,000. Ottawa, Ontario

1978 Ottawa offers $45 million to 2,500 Inuit in western Arctic from 1981 to 1994; to own
surface rights; negotiations with Committee for Original Peoples’ Entitlement (CORE). Nunavut
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1982 Anik I satellite retired after ten years service; Canada’s First communications satellite.
Ottawa, Ontario

1983 Ottawa approves US cruise missile testing in northern Canada for early in 1984. Ottawa,
Ontario

1990 Federal minister John Caccia emerges after 3 days of meetings with Mohawk leaders on
Kanesetake reserve with tentative agreement; Mohawks wants complete police withdrawal and
amnesty. Oka, Québec

1998 British Columbia negotiates Nisga’a Land Agreement with the Nisga’a First Nation.

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-15

16 July highlights:

1783 British Crown announces land grants to American loyalists; heads of families get 100 acres,
members of families 50 acres each, single men 50 acres, non-commissioned officers 200 acres.
Montréal, Québec

1792 John Graves Simcoe issues a royal proclamation dividing Upper Canada into districts and
counties and setting the allotment of representatives. Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario

1812 War of 1812 - Start of weeklong set of skirmishes at the River Canard bridge on the route
between Windsor/Sandwich and Fort Malden; an advance guard from US General William Hull’s
army, who had captured Sandwich, were marching south, and were stopped by a patrol of the
41st guarding the bridge; a British soldier named James Hancock 1is killed - the first person to die
in the War of 1812 - and another soldier John Dean is wounded and captured. When General
Brock enters newly captured Fort Detroit on August 16, 1812, his first deed is to personally
release Dean and congratulate him in front of the troops. Amherstburg, Ontario

1927 Canada at first refuses to join US in building a St. Lawrence Seaway to allow larger ocean-
going ships to reach the Great Lakes from the Atlantic Ocean. Ottawa, Ontario

1945 Second World War - US scientists explode First atomic bomb using Canadian U-235 from
the NWT refined in Port Hope, Ontario. White Sands, New Mexico

1964 Parliament passes Bill extending Canada’s fishing limits to 19.3 km (the 12 mile limit).
Ottawa, Ontario

1965 Department of National Defence to place $215 million order for Northrop CF-5 aircraft.
Ottawa, Ontario

2009 Defence Minister Peter MacKay announces an untendered $9 billion plan to buy 65
advanced fighter aircraft. Ottawa, Ontario (Ed. Comment: “The project is currently valued at
827.7 billion, and includes the cost for 88 fighter aircraft, associated equipment, sustainment set-



up and services, training and information services, as well as construction of Fighter Squadron
Facilities. (https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/procurement/fighter-

jets/future-fighter-capability-project.html )

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-16

17 July highlights:

1673 Count Frontenac holds peace conference with Iroquois at Cataraqui.

1771 Samuel Hearne first European to reach the Arctic overland, at Coppermine.

1812 Charles Roberts takes Fort Michilimackinac with 600 British, Cdns & Indian allies
1840 Cunard’s First Steamship Arrives in Halifax.

1944 Second World War - Royal Canadian Navy escorts war’s largest convoy of 167 ships into
North Atlantic; meets no U-Boat opposition; RCN now controls all Battle of the Atlantic escort
forces. Halifax, Nova Scotia

1944 Second World War - RCAF Spitfire pilot Charley Fox fires on the staff car of German Field
Marshal Erwin Rommel, sending The Desert Fox to hospital with major head injuries; Fox
reported he had strafed an unknown black car; he later learned that one of the passengers was
Rommel; the Americans also claimed to have hit Rommel’s car, but German reports specifically
mentioned a Spitfire rather than an American P-47. Rommel was soon afterwards implicated in
the assassination plot against Adolf Hitler. He was allowed to commit suicide, and his death was
announced as a result of injuries from Fox’s air attack. In 2004 Fox was officially credited with
injuring Rommel, although he has expressed some regret about the attack, as Rommel was
supposedly planning to secretly negotiate an earlier end to the war with the Allies. Beny-sur-Mer,
France

1956 CNR amalgamates Canadian Northern Railway, Grand Trunk Pacific Railway and 15 other
subsidiaries into Canadian National Railway. Ottawa, Ontario

1959 Founding of the Emergency Measures Organization; EMO to deal with possible nuclear
attack and protect the public. Ottawa, Ontario

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-17

18 July highlights:

1905 Parliament passes The Dominion Act, to create the new provinces of Alberta and
Saskatchewan out of the Northwest Territory. Ottawa, Ontario

1922 Joseph-Elzear Bernier leaves Québec City in command of the Canadian Government Arctic
Expedition, sent to assert Canadian sovereignty in the Arctic. Québec, Québec
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1932 Canada and US sign treaty laying the groundwork to develop the St. Lawrence Seaway.
Washington, DC

1944 Second World War - Bomber Command sends 100 RAF and RCAF planes to attack
German defenses around Caen; much of the city destroyed and up to 3,000 French killed;
Canadians and British gain a few miles in attacks beyond Caen in Operation Goodwood/Atlantic
to secure Vaucelles, France and Colombelles, France, preparing the way to break through the
triangle to Falaise, France; the 2nd Infantry under Maj. Gen. Charles Foulkes comes into line to
join the 3rd and 2nd Armoured Brigade of Lt. Gen. Guy Simonds’ 2nd Corps and they move
forward to take the German stronghold on the Verriéres Ridge. Caen, France

1945 Second World War - Royal Canadian Navy ammunition barge catches fire in Bedford
Basin; the magazine explodes for 24 hours causing evacuation of half the city’s population; $4
million damage but no loss of life. Halifax, Nova Scotia

1976 Montréal Olympics - Romanian gymnast Nadia Comaneci, age 14, performing on the
uneven parallel bars, scores the First perfect 10 in Olympic gymnastics history. Nadia will go on
to collect seven perfect scores, three gold medals, a silver and a bronze; she will also win two
gold and two silver medals in the 1980 Olympic games. Montréal, Québec

1977 Parliament passes law to control purchase and use of firearms, and increase police
wiretapping powers. Ottawa, Ontario

1979 Canada to sponsor up to 50,000 Vietnamese Boat People; equal number can enter Canada
under private sponsorship. Ottawa, Ontario

2002 A Canadian Forces helicopter crashes in a remote region of Labrador, killing two pilots and
injuring two other helicopter personnel. Labrador

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-18

19 July highlights:

1577 Martin Frobisher enters Frobisher Bay; explores islands and shores for gold; trades with
Inuit; names Mount Warwick, no trace of kidnapped sailors lost the previous year. Frobisher Bay,
Nunavut

1673 Count Frontenac completes Fort Frontenac; fortified base for fur trade west of St.
Lawrence Valley. Kingston, Ontario July 24, start building Fort Pontchartrain du Détroit Detroit,
Michigan

Also July 19 - Iroquois deed hunting ground north of Lake Ontario and west of Lake Michigan to
English Crown. Oswego, New York

1826 First sailing regatta held in Halifax on the North-West Arm; First regatta in Canada.
Halifax, Nova Scotia

11


https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-18

1875 Passage of the Parliament of Canada Act, defining the powers and privileges of its
members. Ottawa, Ontario

1937 Bank of Canada issues Canada’s first bilingual currency.

1944 Second World War - Canadians and British start Operation Goodwood/Atlantic, to secure
Vaucelles, France and Colombelles, France, and prepare the breakthrough to Falaise, France.
General Dempsey, commander British 2nd Army, launches his Eighth Corps of three armoured
divisions south of Caen, France; attacked by 1st SS Panzer Division and forced to halt; 7th
Armoured Division fails to capture Verrieres and Bourguebus Ridges; the 2nd Canadian Infantry
Division under Maj. Gen. Charles Foulkes comes into line to join the 3rd and 2nd Armoured
Brigades of the 2nd Canadian Corps under Lt. Gen. Guy Simonds, who fight on the Eighth’s
right with infantry; ordered to cross the Orne River into the southeastern suburbs of Caen, force
the enemy out of his entrenched positions there, and then forge southward into open country.
Their tanks are neutralized by German anti-tank fire, and the infantry are decimated as they
advance; they gain Colombelles and the Queen’s Own captures Giberville, France. The rest of
the 8th Brigade passes south, and by nightfall the Canadian 3rd Infantry Division has taken
Cormelles, France and the eastern part of Vaucelles; the southern part of Caen is cleared; the
Black Watch cross the Orne River, and advance to St-Andre-sur-Orne, France and the northern
edge of Verrieres Ridge. Normandy, France

1945 Second World War - End of Halifax ammunition dump crisis after day of terror. Halifax,
Nova Scotia

1996 Disaster - Start of torrential rains in Québec’s Saguenay and North Shore regions; up to 277
mm will fall around the Réserve faunique des Laurentides, bursting dams, dikes and
embankments, killing 10 people, destroying 22,488 homes and leaving 10,000 homeless; inquiry
later reports the region’s system of dams was poorly maintained. Saguenay, Québec

1999 Public hearings begin in Nanaimo on the expropriation of a 140-square-mile area of
Nanoose Bay by the federal government from the province. The area was used by the US for
torpedo testing. Nanaimo, BC

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-19

20 July highlights:

1534 Jacques Cartier enters the bay which he names Baie de Chaleur; thinks it is a passage to the
Far East. Baie de Chaleur, Québec/New Brunswick

1773 First Scottish settlers arrive at Pictou, Nova Scotia.

1820 Mohawks cede over 13,350 hectares in the Bay of Quinte region to the Crown. Quinte,
Ontario
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1871- Cartier’s British Columbia Act comes into effect, making BC the sixth province to enter
Confederation

1885 An Act to Restrict and Regulate Chinese Immigration to Canada receives royal assent in
Ottawa. Head tax of $50 imposed. Ottawa, Ontario

1885 North West Rebellion - Trial of Louis Riel for treason begins at Regina, the capital of the
Northwest Territories; delayed for two weeks to allow the defence to prepare its case; Riel
wishes to plead not guilty, but his lawyers enter an insanity plea over his objections. Regina,
Saskatchewan

1887 Military - The First Graving Dock in Esquimalt Harbour receives its first ship, HMS
Cormorant; the drydock will close June 1, 1927, when it is replaced by the larger “Esquimalt
Graving Dock” (completed in 1924 and will officially open July 1, 1927. It is rehabilitated and
brought back into service in 1945; renamed “Naden” dock in 1971, it is still in service. Victoria,
BC

1905 Royal Assent granted to 4-5 Edward VII, chapter 3: An Act to establish and provide for the
Government of the Province of Alberta (The Alberta Act, 1905, creating the new Province of
Alberta. Ottawa, Ontario

1905 Royal Assent granted 4-5 Edward VII, chapter 42: An Act to establish and provide for the
Government of the Province of Saskatchewan (The Saskatchewan Act, 1905, , creating the new
Province of Saskatchewan. Ottawa, Ontario

1905 Regina, Saskatchewan and Edmonton, Alberta declared the capitals of Alberta and
Saskatchewan. Ottawa, Ontario

1906 Treaty No. 10 is signed with First Nations people of northern Saskatchewan and the NWT.
Saskatchewan

1932 Ottawa Imperial Conference is held; creates a zone of preferential trade within the British
Commonwealth of Nations. Ottawa, Ontario

1942 Parliament passes Veterans Land Act (VLA), to award land grants or veterans’ mortgages.
Ottawa, Ontario

1944 Second World War - Canadian 2nd Infantry Division sets out to capture Verrieres Ridge
(Hill 67), a 88-metre-high kidney-shaped hill overlooking the main road running from Caen,
France south to Paris, defended by SS veterans of the 1st Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler. Guy
Simonds sends the 6th Brigade with the Essex Scottish Regiment into the centre at 1500 hrs;
South Saskatchewan Regiment mauled during heavy rain after losing air support, losing 200
dead, wounded, or captured; Essex Scottish stops German counterattack; Queen’s Own
Highlanders moves to secure St. André-sur-Orne, France, and Les Fusiliers Mont-Royal advance
behind tanks and artillery barrage to attack heavily fortified Beauvoir and Troteval farms;
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ambushed by Germans camouflaged and hiding in cellars; 60% of the Fusiliers killed or
wounded. Out of 877 tanks attacking this day, 437 are lost. General Bernard Montgomery finally
calls off Operation Goodwood/Atlantic that afternoon, after the British and Canadian armies lose
4,000 men and 500 tanks, over 1/3 of their total armour. Frenouville, France

1945 Ottawa sends out first Family Allowance payments to Canadian families; critics call it a
waste of money, say it will encourage poor families to have more children. Ottawa, Ontario

1975 Fire burns down business section of Springhill, destroying 25 buildings and causing over
$3 million in damages. Springhill, Nova Scotia

2005 Chief Justice Beverley McLachlin (acting as the Governor General’s deputy or
administrator of the government) gives royal assent to the Civil Marriage Act; Canada the
world’s 4th nation to grant full legal rights to same-sex couples and permit same-sex marriage.
Ottawa, Ontario

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-20

21 July highlights:

1935 Prohibition - US government apologizes to Canada, pays $50,000 to compensate for
sinking of the rum runner I’'m Alone in 1929. Washington, DC

1943 Second World War - HMCS The Pas is badly damaged in a collision with the SS Medina in
the Western Atlantic. Atlantic Ocean

1944 Second World War - SS veterans of the 1st Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler attack the Essex
Scottish Regiment and Les Fusiliers Mont Royal in heavy rain; Montréal’s Black Watch (Royal
Highland Regiment) of Canada, helped by heavy artillery bombardment and support of two tank
regiments, beats the Germans back, but they keep Verri¢res Ridge; the South Saskatchewan
Regiment and Essex Scottish suffer over 450 casualties in two days, and the 2nd Canadian Corps
loses 1,149 men over four days of fighting. Guy Simonds blames Charles Foulkes and tries to get
him fired, but Henry Crerar protects him. Pressure from US General Bradley, ready to launch
Operation Cobra, had forced Montgomery to pressure the Canadians for action. Fleury,
Normandy, France

1961 John Diefenbaker opens government built Arctic town of Inuvik, Northwest Territories; to
replace Aklavik, NWT as the central town of the district. Inuvik, NWT

1973 Canada decides to end all cease-fire monitoring activities as part of the International
Control Commission in Vietnam. Ottawa, Ontario

1975 Ottawa sets up Canadian Human Rights Commission; to stop discrimination by federal
ministries and crown corporations. Ottawa, Ontario
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1976 National Defence - Canada signs $1 billion contract with Lockheed Aircraft for 18 long-
range Orion patrol aircraft. Ottawa, Ontario (Ed. comment: for comparison, “The cost for the
Canadian Multi Mission Aircraft project, including project management costs, infrastructure,
training, training devices, contracts and contingency, is greater than 35 billion” for “up to 16~
P-84 Poseidon aircraft. (https://www.canada.ca/en/services/defence/defence-equipment-
purchases-upgrades/air-equipment-procurement/canadian-multi-mission-aircraft-project.html )

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-21

22 July highlights:

1629 David Kirke, Louis Kirke and Thomas Kirke raise the English flag over Québec and take
possession of Fort St-Louis and Samuel de Champlain’s Habitation; a year earlier, the Kirke
brothers demanded the surrender of the fort, but Champlain drove them off; the French will leave
Québec on September 14, 1629; some habitants stay behind; four years later, the colony will
revert to France. Québec, Québec

1783 Nova Scotia Governor John Parr names the Loyalist settlement of Shelburne. Shelburne,
Nova Scotia

1793 Alexander Mackenzie reaches the Pacific Ocean down the Bella Coola River into Dean
Channel of Bentinck Arm; mixes some vermilion in melted grease and inscribes and paints on a
large rock: Alex Mackenzie from Canada by land 22d July 1793; First to cross the Great Divide
and North America north of Mexico; his party set out in May, and traveled much of the way on
foot; when they reached the Bella Coola River, they traded goods for canoes and paddled to the
sea; hostile natives made them beat a hasty retreat upriver; back in Montréal, the North West
Company can see no practical use for Mackenzie’s route, but he will be knighted for his exploit.
Dean Inlet, BC

1847 British Parliament passes Act giving the Province of Canada power over own taxation;
Canada can now raise own duties for revenue. London, England

1915 Sandford Fleming dies at 88; born January 7, 1827 at Kirkaldy, Scotland; railway engineer,
devised a way to divide the world into time zones. Halifax, Nova Scotia

1917 First World War - British and Canadians soften up the German lines at Ypres with a
bombardment of 4,250,000 grenades. Ypres, Belgium (Ed. Comment: most likely projectiles is
meant)

1943 Second World War - Canadian Army captures Assoro and Leonforte; with three other
Italian towns. Assoro, Italy

1944 Henry Larsen leaves Halifax on the RCMP patrol ship St. Roch to return to Vancouver, BC
via the Northwest Passage; completes trip 86 days later. Halifax, Nova Scotia
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1947 Two new nuclear reactors go online at the Chalk River research facility; heavy water-
cooled NRX (National Research Experimental) reactor starts electricity production. Chalk River,
Ontario

1948 Second Newfoundland referendum in less than two months gives narrow 7,000 majority for
union with Canada. Newfoundland

1950 Former Prime Minister Mackenzie King dies at his Kingsmere estate at age 75.

1953 Department of National Defence issues final Korean War casualty list, showing 1,500
Canadian soldiers killed or wounded in the UN mandated conflict. Ottawa, Ontario

1961 John Diefenbaker opens Northwest Telecommunications System; largest single microwave
project in Canada. Whitehorse, Yukon

1963 Lester Pearson appoints André Laurendeau and Davidson Dunton to chair the new Royal
Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism. Ottawa, Ontario

1963 Parliament passes Act establishing the Department of Industry. Ottawa, Ontario

1968 Canada signs Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty at ceremonies in Moscow, London and
Washington.

1981 Strike by Halifax police ends after 53-days, 196 officers accept 3-year contract. Halifax,
Nova Scotia

1996 Westray Mine Explosion - Nova Scotia government takes full responsibility for the 1992
explosion at the Westray mine in Plymouth, Nova Scotia; former Premier Donald Cameron had
suggested the miners had not followed proper safety precautions, whereas provincial inspectors
were to blame. Halifax, Nova Scotia

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-22

23 July highlights:

1814 War of 1812 - Shawnee, Delaware, Seneca, Wyandot and Miami people make peace with
Americans after death of Tecumseh.

1840 British Parliament passes the Act of Union, uniting Upper and Lower Canada.

1914 HMS Rainbow escorts the Komagata Maru out of Vancouver’s harbour; the ship’s 376 East
Indian passengers, mostly Sikhs, (less 20 returnees and ship’s doctor) were refused permission to
land after a Board of Enquiry ruling; the ship departs for Hong Kong, as thousands on the
Vancouver docks cheer. Vancouver, BC (Ed. comment:

1) https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/news/2026/04/statement-by-minister-miller-on-

sikh-heritage-month.html
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2) https://canadiansikhheritage.ca/passage-to-canada/

3) There are now 800,000 adherents of Sikhism, or 2.1% of Canada's population, as of 2021
(Government of Canada, Statistics Canada (2022-10-26). "Religion by visible minority and
generation status: Canada, provinces and territories, census metropolitan areas and census
agglomerations with parts". wwwli2.statcan.gc.ca. Retrieved 2022-10-26.).

1914 First World War - 106th Winnipeg Light Infantry and the 79th Cameron Highlanders
entrain for Valcartier, Québec en route to England. Winnipeg, Manitoba

1940 Second World War - Wartime Prices and Trade Board fixes price for all grades of wheat,
flour & bread; prevents millers from passing on 15%/bushel wheat processing tax. Ottawa,
Ontario

1941 Conscription - Second World War - Mackenzie King government passes Bill 80 by 141-45,
sanctioning his promise not to bring in conscription for overseas service; conscription still
becomes obligatory in Canada under the act. Ottawa, Ontario July 23, 1942 -

1943 Trans-Canada Air Lines inaugurates transatlantic service. Montréal, Québec

July 23 - Second World War - Loyal Edmonton Regiment and the Calgary Highlanders join the
Allied forces in Italy. Italy

1944 Second World War - Lt. Gen. Harry Crerar sets up 1st Canadian Army headquarters in
France; Canadian army goes into action for the First time as a separate unit, taking over the front
south of Caen; composed of General Guy Simonds’ 2nd Corps, including the 1st Polish Division
and the 51st Highland Division, and the 1st British Corps, with its Dutch and Belgian brigades.
Normandy, France

1962 Strike - Saskatoon Agreement ends the Saskatchewan Doctors’ strike after 23 days, as the
Saskatchewan government and provincial doctors sign a deal settling the Saskatchewan Medical
Care Insurance Act dispute; 90% of doctors had closed their offices, providing only hospital-
based emergency services. Saskatoon, Saskatchewan (Ed. comment: this Act was the first step in
enacting Medicare (i.e. medical health insurance for all Canadians).

1975 Fishery - Ottawa bars Soviet Union’s Atlantic fleet from Canadian ports for overfishing
quotas. Ottawa, Ontario

1982 Canada joins International Whaling Commission in voting to phase out commercial
whaling by 1985-86. Cambridge, England

1983 Gimli Glider - Air Canada 767 runs out of fuel in midair and makes emergency glide
landing at Gimli airstrip; due to metric confusion and fuel metering problems. Gimli, Manitoba

1992 Defence Minister Marcel Masse announces 13-year $4.4 billion purchase of 50 new EH-
101 high-tech military helicopters to replace the aging Sea Kings; the Jean Chrétien government
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will scrap the deal after they are elected in 1993 but later restore the contract. Ottawa, Ontario
(Ed. comment: https://www.hansardfiles.ca/p/the-sea-king-helicopter-saga-decades

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-23

24 July highlights:

1534 Jacques Cartier lands at rocky Penouille Point on the Gaspé coast; erects 10-metre high
cross, bearing fleur-de-lys and motto ‘Vive le Roy de France’; takes possession of the mainland
of Canada in the name of King Francois [; Donnacona, the Iroquois chief at Stadacona (Québec)
will later protest against Cartier’s declaration. Gaspé, Québec

1759 French and Indian War - By this date General James Wolfe’s English troops have
bombarded Québec with over 15,000 cannon balls from across the St. Lawrence River at Lévis,
Québec. Québec, Québec

1775 American Revolutionary War - Guy Carleton conscripts 6,000 French Canadians to fight
off the potential American invasion. Montréal, Québec

1917 First World War - House of Commons gives third reading to the Conscription Act. Ottawa,
Ontario

1940 Second World War - Fall of France to the Nazi Wehrmacht causes 30¢ drop in Winnipeg
wheat price. Winnipeg, Manitoba

1943 Second World War - Bomber Command launches week-long Operation Gomorrah on
German port of Hamburg; using new device called ‘Window’ to counter Nazi radar; concentrated
heavy bombing by the RAF and RCAF leaves 20,000 dead. Hamburg, Germany

1944 Second World War - RCAF part of fleet of 300 allied bombers dropping firebombs on
German positions; some Allied positions hit in error. Normandy, France

1967 French President General Charles de Gaulle shouts the separatist slogan “Vive le Québec
libre” (Long live free Québec!) from the balcony of Montréal’s City Hall; touches off a
diplomatic row as Prime Minister Lester Pearson protests the remarks; two days later, de Gaulle
abruptly cancels his official visit to Ottawa and returns to France. Montréal, Ontario

1984 Federal Election - Party leaders Ed Broadbent, Brian Mulroney & John Turner meet in a
French-language television debate; First time in history a national leader’s debate has been solely
in French. Montréal, Québec

1992 National Defence Minister Marcel Masse announces 13-year $4.4 billion purchase of new
EH-101 military helicopters to replace aging Sea Kings. Ottawa, Ontario

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-24

18


https://www.hansardfiles.ca/p/the-sea-king-helicopter-saga-decades
https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-23
https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-24

July in World History Highlights

https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/july.htm
https://restless.co.uk/leisure-and-lifestyle/art-and-culture/historic-events-that-happened-in-july/
https://www.historyoasis.com/post/history-in-july
https://www.history.co.uk/articles/major-historical-anniversaries-in-july

@RUSI_NS on X I
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca.
To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS).

Murray Brewster @Murray Brewster 27 Jun posted and
RUSI(NS) reposted: Canada puts $800M Griffon
helicopter upgrade on hold over technical 'complexity’
#cdnpoli #CdnMilitary #NATO #RCAF
(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/airforce-helicopters-
griffon-upgrade-suspended-9.7250616)

Blogger comments: Brewster: Canada puts $800M
Griffon helicopter upgrade on hold over technical 'complexity’
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/brewster-canada-puts-800m-griffon

Reporter David Pugliese posted the link to his article on the proposed $18 billion project to
buy a new fleet of helicopters to replace the Griffon, the article is referenced in the Brewster's:
Special forces to get new helicopters first
https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-watch/new-canadian-forces-helicopters

NOAH @NoahGairn 3 Jul posted: Followup To The
Canadian UAVS AOPS Contract
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/followup-to-
the-canadian-uavs-aops

RUSI(NS) quoted: .@RoyalCanNavy is focusing on
trialing/deploying equipment/munition-level
air/surface/underwater vehicles #drones onboard current

vessels prior to developing large aircraft/vessels/submarines. "Build a little, test a little, learn a
lot."

Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook

RUSI(NS) posts may also be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca. To have
something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS).
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NATO’s largest medical exercise strengthens Allied
medical readiness

https://www.nato.int/en/news-and-
events/articles/news/2026/06/25/natos-largest-medical-
exercise-strengthens-allied-medical-readiness

Exercise VIGOROUS WARRIOR 2026 "...covered the full

of injury to casualty stabilisation, evacuatlon higher-level

treatment and continuity of care across medical units and nations, w1th the aim to support the
military mission through restoring the health and fighting strength of the fighting force."
Note that NATO has a Centre of Excellence for Military Medicine (NATO MILMED COE).

Other Sources

#Arctic #security

Standing Senate Committee on National Security, Defence and Veterans Affairs

Arctic Security Under Threat: Urgent needs in a changing geopolitical and environmental
landscape: Canada’s North is militarily exposed, economically underdeveloped and threatened
by climate change — while world powers covet its rich resources and Arctic
waterways.https://sencanada.ca/en/info-page/parl-44-1/secd-arctic-defence/

Arctic and Northern Policy Framework: Safety, security, and defence chapter
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1562939617400/1562939658000

#Arctic #Maritime Security

Maritime & Arctic Security & Safety (MASS) Conference (Dates for MASS 2027 will be
announced soon!)

JULY 13 — 16, 2026 | St. John’s Convention Centre, St. John’s, NL

Presented by Saab Canada, Inc., MASS 2026 brought together over 600 delegates, including
industry leaders, northern representatives, and stakeholders from across Canada and around
the world to showcase the strength and collaboration of the defence, aerospace, and security
sectors. The conference highlighted multi-domain capabilities essential to advancing Canada’s
security and sovereignty in northern and maritime environments.

#Arctic #Canadian #cyber

Federal agency touts operation of cybersecurity sensors across the North: The deployment to
government networks follows a series of high profile incidents. Niles Niemuth - CBC News -
Posted: Jul 12,2026 7:00 AM ADT | Last Updated: 7 hours ago
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/cse-sensors-north-9.7264185

Related:

N.W.T. gov't spent $716,000 to address November cybersecurity breach: Gov't releasing few
details about cyberattack, The Canadian Press - Posted: Apr 12, 2023 1:57 PM ADT | Last
Updated: April 12, 2023
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/n-w-t-gov-t-spent-716-000-to-address-cybersecurity-
breach-1.6807899
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#Arctic #Canadian Army #DAME (Domestic Arctic Mobility Enhancement)
DAME Joins LUV, Will Be Heading To Limited Tender
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/dame-joins-luv-will-be-heading-to

#Arctic #International

Should the UK Commando Force be re-tasked to prioritise its focus on the High North?
Source: Forces News: https://share.google/HJ1gZvvB95VQuPx2D
https://www.forcesnews.com/services/royal-marines/should-uk-commando-force-be-re-tasked-
focus-high-north?shem=rimspwouohe

The Only Dedicated, Multi-Domain Forum for NATO, Arctic & Allied Nations, 30 June - 1
July 2026 | Scandic Continental Stockholm, Sweden:
https://www.defenceig.com/events-arcticsecurity

Polar Primer: Arctic and Antarctic Governance
https://cimsec.org/polar-primer-arctic-and-antarctic-governance/

#Arctic Security #NATO

The Arctic and the High North are increasingly important for NATO’s collective security.
Seven of the eight Arctic states are NATO Allies, so the Alliance has a clear interest in
preserving security, stability and cooperation in the region. NATO Allies regularly conduct
exercises in the High North, ensuring that they are ready to defend and operate in all
conditions.

https://www.nato.int/en/what-we-do/deterrence-and-defence/arctic-security

#Arctic Security #Surveillance #Australia

Canada’s Arctic radar plan has moved from concept to delivery through formal agreements
with Australia and BAE Systems Australia. The $2.5-billion commitment covers the radar
system itself. The broader program is valued at more than $6 billion once infrastructure,
installation, integration and related costs enter the ledger. Initial capability is planned for
December 2029, with BAE’s work scheduled to begin in July 2026.

The system is designed to detect and track aircraft and ships approaching Canada’s northern
regions, giving decision-makers more time to understand a potential threat. An industrial-
benefits agreement requires Canadian participation in the acquisition and sustainment work,
with Ottawa projecting about 2,270 jobs annually between 2026 and 2033. The Australian
partnership widens Canada’s supplier options, and the finished system remains a core piece of
NORAD modernization.

The real prize is the domestic expertise needed to operate, maintain and upgrade the radar for
decades.

#canada #australia #arctic

(Source: National Defence, Defence Investment Agency)
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story fbid=122131591335233520&id=61587005614248
&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=RW6c0jfMowtMbbtP#

#Canada #Critical Minerals
Canada’s mineral sector produced $64.3 billion worth of materials in 2024, and mineral and
metal exports represented roughly one-fifth of the country’s merchandise exports.
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Canada leads the world in potash production and ranks second in uranium, supplying 24% of
global uranium output in 2024. The strategic challenge lies between the mine and the finished
product, where refining, processing, transportation and manufacturing create much of the long-
term value. Ottawa’s updated critical-minerals strategy is placing greater emphasis on
domestic processing, secure supply chains and a $1.5-billion fund for infrastructure connecting
projects to markets. Many proposed projects sit on or near Indigenous territories, making
ownership, consultation and community benefits central to whether development earns lasting
support. Canada’s geography has given us an extraordinary hand, and the next move involves
building more of the value chain here.
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=122131354995233520&1d=61587005614248
&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=QTxrFmMA76thyTsJ#

#canada #saskatchewan #alberta #ontario #quebec

(Source: Natural Resources Canada, Government of Canada)

#Canada #government #military #partnerships
Government & Military Partnerships | CADSI: https://share.google/TuRSanSZO7UHIuWkz
#drones #uncrewed systems #GC #BOREALIS #UxS DISH #CJFC

Canada launches Uncrewed Systems Defence Innovation Secure Hub
July 21, 2026 — Defence Stories

The Bureau of Research, Engineering and Advanced Leadership in Innovation and Science
(BOREALLIS) is expanding its defence innovation network through the launch of its Uncrewed
Systems Defence Innovation Secure Hub (UxS DISH). The launch event took place on July 14
with the Honourable David J. McGuinty, Minister of National Defence, announcing that the
UxS DISH, led by an Espace Aéro consortium and sponsored by the Canadian Joint Forces
Command (CJFC), will receive $29.6 million over two years to support collaboration on
uncrewed and autonomous systems technologies.

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2026/07/defence-
innovation-secure-hub-system-launch.html

#canada #partnerships #space #NATO #STARLIFT #novascotia

Canada is now the 15th member of NATO’s STARLIFT initiative, which is exploring a shared
network of allied launch capabilities. The goal is to place replacement or emergency satellites
into orbit quickly when existing systems are disrupted or destroyed.

STARLIFT remains a developing framework, so membership doesn’t instantly provide Canada
with an operational rocket fleet. Canada is separately investing $200 million over 10 years in a
dedicated launch pad near Canso, Nova Scotia, with an initial facility planned by the end of
2026. Ottawa is also funding three Canadian rocket developers as it works toward an initial
light-lift launch capability by 2028.

NATO says German company Isar Aerospace has already secured access to Spaceport Nova
Scotia, giving the site an early international connection. Modern defence depends heavily on
satellites, which makes the ability to replace one quickly a form of resilience most of us will
never see from the ground.

#canada #novascotia
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(Source: NATO, National Defence)
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story tbid=122131718073233520&i1d=61587005614248
&mibextid=ww XIfr&rdid=ONGK 0zQ5ptdW X gMx#

#eyber (Ed. Comment: See Cyberintelligence Report VOE15 260723.pdf as sepcor)

Daxin: 13-Year-Old China-Linked Malware Found Still Active on Manufacturer’s Network
https://securityaftairs.com/195577/malware/daxin-13-year-old-china-linked-malware-found-
still-active-on-manufacturers-network.html

Okta Warns of Vishing Attacks Targeting Microsoft 365 Customers
https://www.securityweek.com/okta-warns-of-vishing-attacks-targeting-microsoft-365-
customers/?utm_campaign=31203373-
SecurityWeek%20Daily%20Briefing&utm medium=email& hsenc=p2ANqtz--
3TXaTAtQKIOv0sQTQ3e -9bTigz8EkSpJmT-8X7132quCWDj2uTYpLkOq 14q6 -
rfXemMFkSCRY TolP-

KUkQoK9PGBzwDrk41SatRanXuA zLyU& hsmi=427841250&utm_content=427841250&u
tm_source=hs_email

Canada is not learning how to protect its cyber environment. ( Canada / Ontario ) UPDATED:
Hacker accessed ‘limited amount of data’ during cybersecurity breach, City of Thorold says
https://www.thoroldtoday.ca/local-news/hacker-accessed-limited-amount-of-data-during-
cybersecurity-breach-city-of-thorold-says-12525108

( Canada / Alberta ) ‘Frustrated and stressed’: Thousands impacted by cyberattack at Calgary
university
https://www.ctvnews.ca/calgary/article/frustrated-and-stressed-thousands-impacted-by-cyber-
attack-at-calgary-university/

'I'm dying laughing' - what leaked messages tell us about global hacking gang
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cz91z8zp04po

#doctrine #command

Mission Command in a Multi-Domain Littoral Environment
https://researchcentre.army.gov.au/library/australian-army-journal-aaj/early-access-
articles/mission-command-multi-domain-littoral-environment

Inside the Pentagon’s new handbook on countering drones
https://www.militarytimes.com/industry/techwatch/2026/07/10/inside-the-pentagons-new-
handbook-on-countering-drones/

and handbook: Small Drones, Big Problems: A First Principles Approach to Countering-UAS
https://media.defense.gov/2026/Jul/08/2003958884/-1/-1/1/SMALL-DRONES-BIG-
PROBLEMS-A-FIRST-PRINCIPLES-APPROACH-TO-COUNTER-UAS.PDF

23


https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=122131718073233520&id=61587005614248&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=ONGKozQ5ptdWXgMx
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=122131718073233520&id=61587005614248&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=ONGKozQ5ptdWXgMx
https://www.securityweek.com/okta-warns-of-vishing-attacks-targeting-microsoft-365-customers/?utm_campaign=31203373-SecurityWeek%20Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--3TXaTAtQKl0v0sQTQ3e_-9bTiqz8Ek5pJmT-8X7l32quCWDj2uTYpLk0q_l4q6_-rfXemMFkSCRYTolP-KUkQoK9PGBzwDrk41SatRanXuA_zLyU&_hsmi=427841250&utm_content=427841250&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.securityweek.com/okta-warns-of-vishing-attacks-targeting-microsoft-365-customers/?utm_campaign=31203373-SecurityWeek%20Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--3TXaTAtQKl0v0sQTQ3e_-9bTiqz8Ek5pJmT-8X7l32quCWDj2uTYpLk0q_l4q6_-rfXemMFkSCRYTolP-KUkQoK9PGBzwDrk41SatRanXuA_zLyU&_hsmi=427841250&utm_content=427841250&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.securityweek.com/okta-warns-of-vishing-attacks-targeting-microsoft-365-customers/?utm_campaign=31203373-SecurityWeek%20Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--3TXaTAtQKl0v0sQTQ3e_-9bTiqz8Ek5pJmT-8X7l32quCWDj2uTYpLk0q_l4q6_-rfXemMFkSCRYTolP-KUkQoK9PGBzwDrk41SatRanXuA_zLyU&_hsmi=427841250&utm_content=427841250&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.securityweek.com/okta-warns-of-vishing-attacks-targeting-microsoft-365-customers/?utm_campaign=31203373-SecurityWeek%20Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--3TXaTAtQKl0v0sQTQ3e_-9bTiqz8Ek5pJmT-8X7l32quCWDj2uTYpLk0q_l4q6_-rfXemMFkSCRYTolP-KUkQoK9PGBzwDrk41SatRanXuA_zLyU&_hsmi=427841250&utm_content=427841250&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.securityweek.com/okta-warns-of-vishing-attacks-targeting-microsoft-365-customers/?utm_campaign=31203373-SecurityWeek%20Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--3TXaTAtQKl0v0sQTQ3e_-9bTiqz8Ek5pJmT-8X7l32quCWDj2uTYpLk0q_l4q6_-rfXemMFkSCRYTolP-KUkQoK9PGBzwDrk41SatRanXuA_zLyU&_hsmi=427841250&utm_content=427841250&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.securityweek.com/okta-warns-of-vishing-attacks-targeting-microsoft-365-customers/?utm_campaign=31203373-SecurityWeek%20Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--3TXaTAtQKl0v0sQTQ3e_-9bTiqz8Ek5pJmT-8X7l32quCWDj2uTYpLk0q_l4q6_-rfXemMFkSCRYTolP-KUkQoK9PGBzwDrk41SatRanXuA_zLyU&_hsmi=427841250&utm_content=427841250&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.securityweek.com/okta-warns-of-vishing-attacks-targeting-microsoft-365-customers/?utm_campaign=31203373-SecurityWeek%20Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--3TXaTAtQKl0v0sQTQ3e_-9bTiqz8Ek5pJmT-8X7l32quCWDj2uTYpLk0q_l4q6_-rfXemMFkSCRYTolP-KUkQoK9PGBzwDrk41SatRanXuA_zLyU&_hsmi=427841250&utm_content=427841250&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.thoroldtoday.ca/local-news/hacker-accessed-limited-amount-of-data-during-cybersecurity-breach-city-of-thorold-says-12525108
https://www.thoroldtoday.ca/local-news/hacker-accessed-limited-amount-of-data-during-cybersecurity-breach-city-of-thorold-says-12525108
https://www.ctvnews.ca/calgary/article/frustrated-and-stressed-thousands-impacted-by-cyber-attack-at-calgary-university/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/calgary/article/frustrated-and-stressed-thousands-impacted-by-cyber-attack-at-calgary-university/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cz9lz8zp04po
https://researchcentre.army.gov.au/library/australian-army-journal-aaj/early-access-articles/mission-command-multi-domain-littoral-environment
https://researchcentre.army.gov.au/library/australian-army-journal-aaj/early-access-articles/mission-command-multi-domain-littoral-environment
https://www.militarytimes.com/industry/techwatch/2026/07/10/inside-the-pentagons-new-handbook-on-countering-drones/
https://www.militarytimes.com/industry/techwatch/2026/07/10/inside-the-pentagons-new-handbook-on-countering-drones/
https://media.defense.gov/2026/Jul/08/2003958884/-1/-1/1/SMALL-DRONES-BIG-PROBLEMS-A-FIRST-PRINCIPLES-APPROACH-TO-COUNTER-UAS.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2026/Jul/08/2003958884/-1/-1/1/SMALL-DRONES-BIG-PROBLEMS-A-FIRST-PRINCIPLES-APPROACH-TO-COUNTER-UAS.PDF

#drones

The Drone Age (Part 1): The game-changing power of innovation in war, Richard Foot, July
8, 2026:

https://legionmagazine.com/the-drone-age-part-1-the-game-changing-power-of-
innovation-in-war/

The Drone Age (Part 2): “A deadly kill zone unlike anything warfare has ever seen.” Richard
Foot, July 15, 2026:

https://legionmagazine.com/the-drone-age-part-2-a-deadly-kill-zone-unlike-anything-

warfare-has-ever-seen/

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War #warfare

Ukraine’s $500 Vyriy FPV drone just flew 110 km to hit Russian logistics. That used to cost
$5,000.

https://euromaidanpress.com/2026/07/11/110-km-fpv/

The battlefield is getting deeper and busier/more dangerous.

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War #economic warfare

A $50 computer just flew Russia’s newest jet drone into a Ukrainian grain ship—and
jamming couldn’t stop it
https://euromaidanpress.com/2026/07/14/geran-4-vs-grain-ships/

'"Trade war', inexpensively.

#Latvia #CBRN
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1D3rDDcPxk/?mibextid=wwXIfr

#Royal Canadian Navy #submarines

Canada extends Babcock contract as it awaits new German submarines, By Judy Trinh,
Published: July 20, 2026 at 8:42AM EDT
https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/article/canada-extends-babcock-contract-as-it-awaits-new-
german-submarines/?shem=rimspwouohe,

Why is Canada buying submarines?

Often it seems that responses to the question "Why is Canada buying submarines?' are framed,
if not in an economic benefits sense, in very general terms. Defend our coasts and waters.
Defeat adversaries. Defend Canada. Project power. Block (?!) foreign vessels. There doesn't
seem to be much that addresses what makes submarines a preferable capability relative to
other platforms/combination of platforms. NAC's Briefing Note "Submarines"
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(https://www.navalassoc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/BN-Submarines.pdf) does a pretty
good job: "In times of conflict, these submarines would be Canada’s most effective means of
countering enemy submarines or surface craft to ensure the safety of Canada’s coasts. They are
also the best platforms for operating in dangerous environments where surface combatants
would be at risk from air- or ground-based missile attack. Their combat capability is
augmented by highly sensitive acoustic, electro-optic and electromagnetic sensors, as well as
an advanced bow sonar. As a result, they can monitor large undersea areas for other
submarines and detect and track surface vessels at great distances." Though even that doesn't
cover everything (a reflection from major naval exercises and deployments where the presence
of an unknown sub messed up the other side's calculus). Does there need to be some specific
messaging? The general public seems accepting of greater defence spending and procuring a
larger number of subs. Is it a good time to provide the public, media and decision makers a
greater appreciation of the advantages of submarines?

From a former submariner colleague: Lots has been written, but not specifically for Canada.
To me the thrust is why submarines? Which begs the question of what is the threat? This is a
bit of an education as people naturally gravitate to Second World War newsreel footage of U-
boats sinking merchant shipping, which was the threat - then - the strangulation of trade that
the Germans never achieved in the Atlantic but the Americans eventually did in the Pacific.

The Chief of Defence Staff recently gave an interview on TV where she said the greatest
threat to Canada is missiles. She is quite correct. The ones that will kill the homeland are
ballistic and cruise missiles - the home game instead of the away game. We have known about
ballistic missiles for decades, but cruise missiles have really come of age of late (viz Ukraine)
as they are manoeuvring and fired from a much shorter range, thereby reducing detection time.
We also must assume they have nuclear warheads. That is the threat today. The only serious
platform that can launch these weapons within the range of major North American cities is a
submarine (both nuclear and conventionally powered). Using the analogy of shooting the
archer, not the arrow: the only way to be sure no missiles get through (one nuke is one too
many) is to take out the shooter. That is why the best submarine killer is another submarine
with a heavyweight torpedo. Regrettably, as good as maritime patrol aircraft, helicopters and
destroyers/frigates are at anti-submarine warfare, their lightweight torpedoes are not likely
going to kill a modern submarine with a pressure hull designed to take it down many hundreds
of metres underwater. You need the punch of a heavyweight torpedo which is only launched
from a submarine. So the short answer is that we need a submarine capability, particularly in
the choke points, to detect, deter and if necessary defeat a submarine missile launching threat.
What Canada's TKMS sub deal means for the Indo-Pacific
https://asiatimes.com/2026/07/what-canadas-tkms-sub-deal-means-for-the-indo-pacific/
RUSI(NS) comments:

1) The guest submariner comment underscores the central dilemma of the RCN — the lack of
sailors. How will the RCN recruit, train, and retain sufficient sailors for the surface fleet and
the projected 12 submarine fleet? (Ed. Pro tem question to readers)

2) The author may be putting too much into the foreign affairs aspect of the submarine
decision.

"This decision implies Canada will not plan to send its new submarines to counter China’s
navy, especially in places like the South and East China Seas, where sustained submarine
presence is necessary to deter Chinese presence."
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Certainly, to develop this implication is to envision way too much for Canadian submarine
operational employment. Whilst there is always the possibility, it seems a little far-fetched that
Canadian submarines would be deployed to the South and East China Seas in a major conflict.
There is too much employment for them, employment for which they are more suited, closer
to home.

And overall, the author seems to think that a submarine built by north-west European countries
is unfit to great ocean employment.

Comments from a former submariner colleague: Actually, I can’t argue against much of what
the author has said. The fact is the Type 212CD (which has yet to enter service) is a
submarine that is designed for Baltic/North Sea operations. The average depth of water in the
Baltic is 54 metres, and the North Sea is 94 metres, not the 1000s of metres of water where the
Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) operates. Taking a look at the Labrador Sea (depths 1000-3000
metres) and as for the Arctic (most of it is uncharted), we are not looking for prolonged under-
ice operations, but rather ice-edge operations. Which means deep water choke points like the
Davis Strait. I have been in a submarine in the North Sea and off the Norwegian coast.
Operating off the east coast of Canada is much different as it is not kind and there are no easy
ports to duck into - you are on your own. Canada has always been close to Australia with
submarines (RCN submariners have trained in Australia including sailing in Royal Australian
Navy submarines) for a reason - geography. Much like Canada, in Australia once you clear the
major base you are on your own in great expanses of water and you need to transit huge
distances to your patrol areas. The Aussies operate the Collins-class, a 3400 tons dived
displacement submarine which they consider too small for prolonged operations in the Pacific.
The Type 212CD is planned to be about 3000 tons dived whereas the KSS III is 4000 tons
dived. Size does matter. Canada went through this with the nuclear-powered submarine
(SSN) project, as the French Rubis was 2600 tons dived versus the British Trafalgar at 5200
tons. Yes, the French could go up north if they had to in a pinch, but it was never designed for
this type of routine operations. It was designed to work the Mediterranean, not the North
Atlantic or North Pacific/ There is also the delicate issue of reserve of buoyancy if you are
stuck under the ice and need to break through - once again size does matter.

Canada absolutely needs the largest displacement submarine it can get without going nuclear,
because if you work Canadian waters, you can work anywhere in the world. As for unique
hull designs and non-magnetic steel, again this can make sense if you’re working in shallow
waters where mines (new and old) are a constant threat, and as to an unique hull design to
deflect active sonar, again it makes sense if you are operating in shallow waters with a
predominantly surface ship active sonar threat. But that is not where the RCN operates, and
for us the biggest threat is another submarine and our prey is another submarine. This means
passive sonars and the ability to operate deep to take advantage of the water column. The
Type 212CD does not have a towed array sonar... Also, Canada has stressed lethality,
however the TKMS solution offers no missiles (anti-ship or land attack), only torpedoes and
mines. Canada also wanted small crew size and habitability - we don’t know what the crew
size of a 212CD will be, but a KSS III is 33 (including the captain) in three watches. This is
important as there is a big difference in human endurance between 1-in-2 and 1-in-3 watch
rotations. The KSS III because of size is fitted with 50 bunks (for additional trainees) in nice
little multi-bunk cabins, as the Koreans have a personnel problem (who doesn’t) and they have
made habitability a priority for retention. In a hull that is exactly the same size as US Navy
637 Sturgeon-class SSN (which had a crew of 109) - having less than 50 folks in the same
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space is relatively spacious (in submarine parlance). Again, if you are going to transit long
distances in the Pacific and North Atlantic, a bigger boat is better.

What is more than interesting, of the original six submarine types considered - Korea, Japan
(who subsequently decided not to participate), Spain, France, Sweden and Germany - Canada
chose the smallest! The reason of course is like all other Canadian submarine procurement
initiatives; the navy’s requirements are secondary to the geo-political considerations. The
process used to down select to the two final bidders: TKMS with the Type 212CD and Hanwha
Ocean with the KSS III is unclear at this time, but a European option was clearly important to
the Carney government. Will the submarine work? Of course, there is no doubt the Germans
will make a fine submarine - but when? As the first one has yet to enter service. If this
discussion was happening ten years ago then okay, but today Canada’s back is against the wall,
and we risk losing a submarine capability. Contrary to some public musings, schedule is
vitally important, a fact that has been underscored by Vice-Admiral Topshee and lately Rear-
Admiral Patchell.

As for twelve submarines, we heard from the Prime Minister, costing is for negotiation and the
Germans have previously admitted their submarine was going to be expensive, my greatest
fear is being realised. When asked about the contenders, I replied I just wanted to see Canada
getting a fleet of proper submarines, something we lost in the late 1980s with the cancellation
of the SSN project and the subsequent pain to get the Submarine Capability Life Extension
project up in 1998. By declaring a preferred partner we have surrendered all our leverage, and
the Germans will be very tough negotiators! We are two election cycles away from the
potential future submarines, and contract negotiations are expected to take 18 months. I fear
the Navy will once again be short shrift. Not twelve, think maybe six or four because that is
what we have now. As for the Pacific, how do we square small numbers? The Pollard study in
1988 reaffirmed the optimal number of conventional submarines in one geographic area is six
for critical mass (read people) and four is doable at great people cost, again in one geographic
area. We have seen what trying to balance four submarines across a continent looks like.
#Macdonald-Laurier Institute @MLInstitute

16 Jul posted and RUSI(NS) reposted: “Beginning negotiations is an important and long-
overdue step. But announcements are not enough. Canadians deserve to know not only that the
government is buying submarines, but why it believes this design is the most capable war-
fighting submarine available — and whether Canada has waited so long that even the best
submarine may arrive too late,” writes MLI Senior Fellow Rob Huebert. Read hered
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/canadas-conversation-about-new-submarines-is-failing-to-ask-the-
most-important-question-rob-huebert-in-the-globe-and-mail/

(Canada’s conversation about new submarines is failing to ask the most important question)
#Type 212CD

Canada's Type 212CD Submarine Purchase from Germany Was Correct. Now Ottawa Needs
to Decide What to Do With Them

Source: 19FortyFive: https://share.google/Y cOrlgGDIGTaxQhtG

Canada has selected Germany’s TKMS as the preferred supplier for up to 12 Type 212CD
submarines, placing the German-Norwegian design at the centre of the largest defence
procurement in Canadian history. A final contract still has to be negotiated, with Ottawa setting
a deadline of late 2027 and naming South Korea’s Hanwha Ocean as the reserve supplier. The
first four submarines are expected in 2034, and Canada’s aging Victoria-class boats are
supposed to remain operational into the mid-to-late 2030s.The 212CD is conventionally
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powered, using diesel engines and hydrogen fuel-cell technology to remain submerged for
long periods without the reactor found aboard a nuclear submarine. Operating the same
submarine family as Germany and Norway could give Canada a deeper network for training,
upgrades, spare parts and shared North Atlantic experience. The difficult work now moves
ashore, where trained crews, maintenance facilities, weapons integration and Arctic support
must be ready before the boats arrive. After decades of uneven submarine availability, the real
measure of success will be how many days these vessels can quietly spend at sea.

#canada #germany #norway

(Source: Prime Minister of Canada, Reuters)
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18t3ZvaU7x/?mibextid=wwXIfr

#Royal Canadian Navy #drones #RCN ISTAR

NOAH @NoahGairn Jul 16 posted: ADM(Mat) Provides New Update on the CU179
Peregrine https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/admmat-provides-new-update-on-the-c58
RUSI(NS) quoted: Quietly, surely, @RoyalCanNavy is integrating air/surface/underwater
#drones #UAV #USV #UUV #UxV into maritime operations for reconnaissance &
surveillance. (CU = Canadian uninhabited air vehicle; no hyphen)

#Royal Canadian Navy #aircraft carriers

Canada Keeps Asking Whether It Needs Aircraft Carriers. It’s the Wrong Question
https://www.19fortyfive.com/2026/07/canada-keeps-asking-whether-it-needs-aircraft-carriers-
its-the-wrong-question/

#Canadian Army #Defence Procurement

Canada Finally Opened the Money Taps for Its Military. Its Army Still Can’t Deploy Half Its
Equipment
https://www.19fortyfive.com/2026/07/canada-finally-opened-the-money-taps-for-its-military-
its-army-still-cant-deploy-half-its-equipment/

Can Canada "...turn a historic pile of money into an Army that can deploy, sustain, and fight,
and how many years of patience and reform that will demand."

"Readiness lagging a spending surge is not a scandal but the ordinary physics of rebuilding a
military, and with sustained investment, the serviceability and manpower numbers should
climb over time."

Canada to buy 190 armoured vehicles from Ontario-based manufacturer in $2B deal -
https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/canada/canada-to-buy-190-armoured-vehicles-from-ontario-
based-manufacturer-in-2b-deal/ar-AA283gV2?0ocid=socialshare

#RCAF #Canadian Army

Canada’s next tactical aviation program is built around three phases: special operations
support, attack reconnaissance and medium lift. The federal commitment is $18.4 billion over
20 years, funding a capability intended for military operations, Arctic sovereignty and disaster
response across the country. That money is meant to cover airframes, digital networks, training
systems, infrastructure, logistics and early in-service support, so the helicopters themselves are
one line in a very large bill. The 85 Griffons entered service from 1995 to 1997, and their
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current life-extension program is intended to keep them operating until at least 203 1. Official
planning currently points to initial deliveries in 2032-33 and final deliveries in 2035-36, with
options analysis still underway. The aircraft choice will dominate the headlines. The deeper
test will happen in hangars, classrooms and supply chains for decades.
https://www.facebook.com/share/18yF5xomdz/?mibextid=wwXIfr

(Source: National Defence, Government of Canada Defence Capabilities Blueprint)

#Royal Canadian Air Force

Steffan Watkins @steffanwatkins 10 Jul posted: Skies Magazine, “First retired CP-140Ms
being dismantled, transported for disposal,” July 7, 2026

(First retired CP-140Ms being dismantled, transported for disposal
https://skiesmag.com/news/first-retired-cp-140ms-being-dismantled-transported-for-disposal/)
Canada to join British-Italian-Japanese fighter jet program
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/politico-canada-to-join-british-italian

NATO Replaced My Old AWACS With a Swedish Radar. Here's Why Russia Should Be
Nervous: https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/nato-replaced-my-old-awacs-with-a

#Royal Canadian Air Force #defence procurement
Joint Statement on Canada becoming an Observer to GCAP
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/quadrilateral-joint-statement-on

#maritime security

Iceland joins Germany, Canada, Norway and Denmark in North Atlantic maritime security
pact
https://www.arctictoday.com/iceland-joins-germany-canada-norway-and-denmark-in-north-
atlantic-maritime-security-pact/

Maritime Security Partnership = "...an initiative that brings together Canada, Denmark,
Germany, Norway to strengthen maritime domain awareness, improve information sharing,
and enhance coordination across the North Atlantic. ("Minister McGuinty attends the NATO
Leaders Summit in Tiirkiye, advancing key defence partnerships"
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/news/2026/07/minister-mcguinty-
attends-the-nato-leaders-summit-in-turkiye-advancing-key-defence-partnerships.html)
Canada in Sri Lanka and Maldives @CanHCSriLanka 10 Jul posted: Canada is proud to
support stronger #MaritimeSecurity in the Indian Ocean Region. This week, the Canada
Border Services Agency organized and facilitated a Maritime Enforcement Workshop, hosted
by RCMS, strengthening cooperation among Sri Lankan partners.

RUSI(NS) quoted: Canada Border Services Agency @CanBorder part of whole-of-
government team supporting CAN foreign policy/global affairs #MaritimeSecurity

#maritime security #law

"The United States asserts its unmanned systems have the same sovereign immunity(1) as
manned warships, but other nations disagree(2). The rights of archipelagic passage are critical
given the number of archipelagic states in the Pacific, and the nuanced classification
distinctions(3) of unmanned systems may prevent their transit. If states do not recognize
unmanned systems as warships, they may attempt to enforce other regulations, such as
compulsory pilotage(4)."
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(1) The Commander’s Handbook on the Law of Naval Operations
https://stjececmsdusgva001.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/public/documents/NWP_1-14M.pdf
(2) No flag, no crew, no rights — what Indonesia can legally do about the Lombok drone
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/no-flag-no-crew-no-rights-what-indonesia-can-
legally-do-about-the-lombok-drone

(3) When Belligerent Drones Knock on Neutral Waters: Archipelagic Sea Lanes in the Age of
Kamikaze Systems
https://lieber.westpoint.edu/when-belligerent-drones-knock-neutral-waters-archipelagic-sea-
lanes-age-kamikaze-systems/

(4) Maritime Rules Part 90 - Pilotage
https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/about-us/rules/all-rules/maritime-rules-part-90/

#naval warfare

How to Fight the US Navy on the Cheap
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/how-to-fight-the-us-navy-on-the-cheap-jh-071626
"One, the international maritime legal order is under dire stress from unexpected quarters."
"Two, access and area denial is the order of the day."

"Bottom line: defense appears dominant in this brave new world of access denial."

#medical #war #medicine

From Heather MacKinnon, MD: War medicine is rapidly advancing. We did have a blood
fridge in Preserver filled with plasma but not sufficient for the ship. Our blood supply was the
ship's crew. That's another reason why we need blood type on dog tags. Thank goodness we
did not need to use blood. The surgery that was done did not require blood. Very interesting
issues in the Ukraine.

The Blood Bank and the Logistics of Wartime Medicine:
https://warontherocks.com/cogs-of-war/the-blood-bank-and-the-logistics-of-wartime-
medicine/

Operation OLYMPIC, the planned invasion of Japan 1945, had multiple ships devoted to
providing blood. Allied casualty estimates at times numbered a million.

#NATO #Canada

Murray Brewster @Murray Brewster 11 Jul posted and RUSI(NS) reposted: Canada's next
defence fight won’t be overspending. It’1l be over trust. Government must show Canadians this
fall how it plans to finance its NATO ambitions #cdnpoli #CdnMilitary #NATO #finance
(Canada's next defence fight won’t be overspending. It’ll be over trust
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/defence-spending-canada-uk-nato-9.7266431)

#NATO #Canada #CDAI
NATO’s 2026 Ankara Summit: Achievements, Challenges, and Implications for Canada:
https://cdainstitute.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/SVH-Final-for-Review.pdf

#NATO #Canada #NATO Association of Canada
NATO Association of Canada @NATOCanada 9 Jul posted and RUSI(NS) reposted: How can
the CAF modernize its Reserve Force to remain relevant and operational amid a deteriorating
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global security environment? Alaina Brunone examines how severe recruitment and training
bottlenecks are hindering Canada’s ambitious 2025 mobilization goals.

(Modernizing Canada’s Reserve Force:
https://natoassociation.ca/modernizing-canadas-reserve-force/)

#NATO #CANADA #DIS (Defence Industrial Strategy)

NATO Association of Canada @NATOCanada 5 Jul posted and RUSI(NS) reposted: The 2026
Defence Industrial Strategy (DIS) marks a significant shift from being a "Buyer" to becoming
a "Builder." Ross Manson examines how ensuring that the drive for a self-sufficient industrial
base improves interoperability with North American and NATO allies. (From Buyer to
Builder: Scaling Canada’s Defence Industrial Strategy (DIS)
https://natoassociation.ca/from-buyer-to-builder-scaling-canadas-defence-industrial-strategy-
dis/)

#NATO #Medical #Exercise (Re-posted by RUSI (NS))

NATO’s largest medical exercise strengthens Allied medical readiness
https://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/articles/news/2026/06/25/natos-largest-medical-
exercise-strengthens-allied-medical-readiness

Exercise VIGOROUS WARRIOR 2026 "...covered the full spectrum of military medical
support, from care at the point of injury to casualty stabilisation, evacuation, higher-level
treatment and continuity of care across medical units and nations, with the aim to support the
military mission through restoring the health and fighting strength of the fighting force."

Note that NATO has a Centre of Excellence for Military Medicine (NATO MILMED COE).
https://www.facebook.com/share/19F9EpMyG8/?mibextid=wwXIfr

#NATO #cyber #PSP Project CRAAFT

Terrorist Use of Hybrid Threat Finance Networks by Jessica Davis:
https://staticl.squarespace.com/static/5e399e8c6e9872149fc4a041/t/6a60c3a3bd5b3647661aa
5e9/1784726435904/2026-07+-+Terrorist+Use+of+Hybrid+Threat+Finance+Networks+-

+Jessicat+Davies.pdf

#Pacific #seapower #Australia

Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs): their Importance to Australia, Protecting them, and
Improving our National Resilience to do so.
https://www.rusinsw.org.au/Monographs/Monograph26.pdf

From one of our RUSI New South Wales, Australia, colleagues.

#UKraine
Ukraine suffocates Russian shipping:
https://www.facebook.com/share/1 8uwSppgix/?mibextid=wwXIfr
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#USV
The UK Navy is hurling drone boats out of planes at 1,300 feet to solve one of their major
drawbacks. https://share.google/hVVilriATMt]1 PMfcc

#war #land #armour

The Death Ride of the Armor Branch
https://smallwarsjournal.com/2026/07/13/maneuvering-to-obsolescence-the-death-ride-of-the-
armor-branch/

Reflections for Canada?

Odds and Sods

Central Africa and Africa-Wide Strategic Influence Assessment
22 July 2026

Assessment of Emerging Security, Diplomatic, Economic, Counterterrorism, and Strategic
Influence Developments During the Week of 20 July 2026

References:

A. Open-source reporting collected through 22 July 2026 from Africa Intelligence, African
Union Peace and Security Council reporting, Africa Center for Strategic Studies, United States
trade authorities, Sudan-focused regional reporting, counterterrorism research, and associated
international media.

B. Open-Source Intelligence (OSINT) assessment.
Purpose

A. The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an updated assessment of significant
security, diplomatic, economic, counterterrorism, and strategic influence developments
observed across Africa during the week beginning 20 July 2026.

B. The assessment examines Sudan ceasefire diplomacy, African economic engagement with
the United States, Russian and French strategic influence, commercial networks, African
multilateral initiatives, and the expanding use of artificial intelligence by violent extremist
organizations.

Executive Assessment
A. Reporting collected through 22 July 2026 indicates that Africa's strategic environment

continues to evolve through the interaction of armed conflict, diplomatic competition,
economic engagement, technological change, and external geopolitical influence.

B. Five principal developments are evident:
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(1) United States ceasefire efforts in Sudan continue to encounter resistance from both
principal belligerents.

(2) Political disputes within the Port Sudan administration are affecting humanitarian
governance and financial management.

(3) African governments are increasing diplomatic engagement to preserve preferential access
to the United States market through AGOA.

(Ed. comment: AGOA is a U.S. trade law that provides eligible sub-Saharan African countries
with duty-free access to the U.S. market to promote economic growth and development.

The African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) was signed into law by President Bill
Clinton on May 18, 2000, as part of a broader effort to strengthen U.S.-Africa economic
relations and support African development. It builds on the Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) by offering more extensive and long-term trade benefits to eligible countries,
particularly in sub-Saharan Africa).

(4) Russia, France, and other external actors continue adapting their influence strategies while
African governments pursue greater strategic autonomy.

(5) Violent extremist organizations are increasingly exploiting artificial intelligence for
operational support beyond traditional propaganda activities.

C. These developments demonstrate that strategic competition across Africa increasingly
combines diplomacy, security, trade, technology, and information operations rather than
conventional military power alone.

Sudan Ceasefire Diplomacy

A. Recent reporting indicates that Washington continues encouraging both the Sudanese
Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) toward a negotiated ceasefire.
General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan continues to reject proposals that could legitimize RSF
territorial gains, while the RSF remains unwilling to withdraw from key areas under its
control.

B. Concurrently, disputes within the Port Sudan administration over a cancelled humanitarian
food contract expose growing competition over wartime financial management and public
procurement, further complicating humanitarian operations.

C. Assessment. While localized humanitarian agreements remain possible, prospects for a
comprehensive settlement remain limited. Continued political fragmentation is likely to

prolong both the conflict and humanitarian crisis.

Confidence Assessment: High.
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African Growth and Opportunity Act Diplomacy

A. African diplomatic missions in Washington continue lobbying to preserve the African
Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) as the United States reviews its future trade relationship
with Africa. Governments remain concerned that uncertainty could discourage investment and
weaken export-driven sectors.

B. Assessment. Prolonged uncertainty surrounding AGOA could accelerate African economic
diversification toward Asian, Gulf, and intra-African markets while gradually reducing
American commercial influence across the continent.

Confidence Assessment: High.
French Diplomatic Repositioning

A. France is expected to appoint a new Director for African Affairs following Emmanuelle
Blatmann's anticipated appointment as Ambassador to Senegal. The transition reflects Paris'
continued adjustment following military withdrawals from parts of the Sahel.

B. Assessment. France appears to be emphasizing diplomacy, intelligence cooperation,
commercial engagement, and targeted defence partnerships while reducing reliance upon
large-scale military deployments.

Confidence Assessment: Moderate to High.
Russian Strategic Influence

A. According to public reporting, Russia continues employing a hybrid strategy across Africa
that combines defence cooperation, arms sales, resource extraction, political influence, and
security partnerships. Public reporting further indicates that Moscow has concluded
approximately 150 military cooperation agreements across Africa, collectively valued at
nearly US$20 billion, supporting countries including Mali, Burkina Faso, and the Central
African Republic through equipment, training, maintenance, and advisory assistance.

B. Despite military-industrial pressures associated with the war in Ukraine, Russia continues
preserving influence through Africa Corps deployments, long-term defence agreements,
strategic resource partnerships, and information operations.

C. Assessment. Russia remains one of Africa's principal security partners despite growing
competition from China and other external actors. Its strategy increasingly emphasizes durable
political relationships, military cooperation, and strategic resource access rather than
permanent force deployments.

Confidence Assessment: Moderate to High.
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United States Commercial Networks

A. ExxonMobil's recruitment of former senior United States diplomat Jonathan Pratt illustrates
the increasing value of geopolitical expertise within international energy investment. His
experience across Sudan, Angola, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo strengthens the
company's understanding of political risk and government engagement.

B. Assessment. The growing movement of senior diplomatic officials into private industry
reflects the convergence of commercial strategy, energy security, and geopolitical competition
throughout Africa.

Confidence Assessment: High.

African Political Alliance

A. The African Political Alliance continues expanding diplomatic engagement under Togo's
leadership, focusing on Africa-Middle East relations and preparations for future ministerial
meetings.

B. Assessment. Although still developing institutionally, the Alliance reflects increasing
African interest in flexible diplomatic frameworks capable of complementing existing regional
organizations while strengthening collective political influence.

Confidence Assessment: Moderate.

African Union Counterterrorism Priorities

A. The African Union Peace and Security Council reaffirmed priorities including intelligence-
sharing, border security, counter-radicalization, terrorist financing disruption, early warning

systems, and stronger regional cooperation against violent extremism.

B. Particular emphasis was placed upon youth engagement, education, community resilience,
and disrupting illicit financial networks supporting terrorist organizations.

C. Assessment. The African Union increasingly recognizes terrorism as a multidimensional
governance challenge requiring intelligence, judicial, economic, and community-based
responses alongside military operations. Implementation capacity, however, remains uneven
among member states.

Confidence Assessment: High.

Artificial Intelligence and Violent Extremism

A. Emerging reporting indicates that violent extremist organizations are expanding their use of
artificial intelligence beyond propaganda into operational research, planning support,

35



translation, security tradecraft, and post-operation analysis. Al currently functions as a force
multiplier rather than replacing experienced terrorist planners.

B. Assessment. The principal concern is the integration of accessible Al platforms with
existing extremist expertise, encrypted communications, commercially available drones, and
established terrorist networks. This trend warrants continued monitoring by African and allied
intelligence services.

Confidence Assessment: Moderate to High.
Implications for Canada and Western Partners

A. Intelligence priorities should continue monitoring Sudan ceasefire negotiations,
humanitarian governance, Russian and Chinese influence activities, Al-enabled extremist
capabilities, AGOA negotiations, and emerging African diplomatic coalitions.

B. Canada should continue supporting governance, regional security cooperation, intelligence
sharing, humanitarian assistance, and sustainable economic partnerships while recognizing
Africa's increasing strategic autonomy.

Confidence Assessment

A. High confidence is assessed regarding United States ceasefire diplomacy, African lobbying
concerning AGOA, the African Union's updated counterterrorism priorities, and the reported
diplomatic and commercial developments.

B. Moderate to High confidence is assessed regarding Russia's evolving influence strategy and
the expanding operational use of artificial intelligence by extremist organizations.

C. Moderate confidence is assessed regarding the long-term influence of the African Political
Alliance and the prospects for near-term diplomatic progress in Sudan.

Conclusion

A. Africa's strategic environment during the week of 20 July 2026 reflects the convergence of
conflict mediation, diplomatic realignment, economic competition, technological evolution,
and geopolitical rivalry.

B. Sudan remains the continent's most immediate security and humanitarian challenge, while
African governments continue strengthening diplomatic leverage through trade negotiations
and new multilateral initiatives.

C. Russia, France, the United States, and other external actors continue adapting their
engagement strategies as African governments pursue greater strategic flexibility and
diversified partnerships.
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D. The expanding use of artificial intelligence by violent extremist organizations highlights an
emerging security challenge requiring sustained intelligence cooperation, technological
adaptation, and regional capacity building.

E. The dominant strategic trend is the convergence of security, diplomacy, commerce,
technology, and influence. States capable of integrating these elements into a coherent long-
term strategy will be best positioned to shape Africa's evolving geopolitical environment.

Overall Confidence Assessment: Moderate to High.

PO2 (Ret.) Bob Corbin
SAC Member - RUSI(NS)

SAC Issues to Watch

US-Iran issue. The ongoing conflict has had a major effect across the globe financially.
Neither side seems willing to give. Trump’s erratic behavior is not an advantage.

Israel — Iran Proxies fight. Ongoing, and is unlikely to end. Israel is being condemned for
defending itself forcefully. One suspects a deal is being considered between Israel and
Lebanon. A Gaza peace is unlikely in the near term.

Ukraine- Russia is ongoing with both sides trying to gain the upper hand. Currently, Ukraine
has gained the upper hand by better targeting with drones and cruise missiles hitting key
infrastructure. Russia’s economy is in dire straits and has no ability to improve their situation.
There are growing signs of internal unrest.

US-Ukraine relations. Will the US really change its attitude to supporting Ukraine? There is
still considerable debate. Internally to the US, both parties support Ukraine. The actual
Administration is still a question mark in the long term.

China’s economy is showing increasing signs of weaknesses caused mainly by the undisclosed
debts of the shadow economy. How much does China actually owe? How big is China’s
unemployment problem? Will China reform its economy to make it more open...unlikely.
Will Xi win the factional conflict within the Communist Chinese Party (CCP)?

Islamists in the Sahel. There are a series of ongoing conflicts with Islamist groups throughout
Northern Africa coupled with an increased number of military dictatorships. Some have
caused further damage in other fights such as in the Sudan and South Sudan.

China’s confrontation with Japan, Taiwan and the Philippines which is ongoing.

#0 Canada

Canada is about to spend hundreds of billions of CAD on defence and security issues. What is
missing is how these expenditures are brought together in a coherent fashion that matches our
foreign and security policies. What tasks do we want to do with our armed forces and to what
extent. While the submarines and destroyers do make sense to a degree, should we look at how
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we intend to deploy them and under what circumstances? How does our lack of trust in the
current US regime affect our spending? Do we make the right decisions based on home
defence including the Arctic, our NATO commitment and our new hopes for relationships
with South East Asia? Are there other areas that we might consider? Training and liaison with
Africa as an example, or something very similar with South American allies such as Chile, but
this needs more work and study sooner rather than later.

Foreign interference is still a major problem. The main culprits are the US, Iran, China, and
Russia. The US is a new addition but our latest relations with the US have been strained to say
the least and they continue to attack and threaten us on an all too regular basis. The US
Ambassador, Peter Hoekstra has stated that the US Government would not attempt to affect
the Alberta separation vote, however, that will not stop private US citizens who may or may
not be connected to the US Government.

China under the Communist Chinese Party (CCP) is by far the greatest risk as pointed out by
CSIS in their 2024 report of foreign interference. Yet, Canadians are under the impression that
China is currently a safer bet than the US. Despite the current situation with the US, this could
not be further from the truth. China is an authoritarian, imperialistic state that has attacked
Canada since the early 2000s and continues to do so now.

China through its United Front organization has funded the Chinese language press in Canada.
It has used this capability to attack anti-PRC candidates in Canada and has also attacked pro-
democracy leaders inside Canada.

Michael Kovrig is someone who is well aware of the actual “personality of the CCP regime.
They are not our friends; there is no win-win except China wins and wins, not the other
country. As Michael has pointed out on numerous occasions they cannot be trusted and
Canadians should not be fooled that any relationship will be benign.

The time has come to recognize this situation and to take action such as downsize the current
Chinese Embassy in Canada. Stop China’s meddling by stopping Chinese funding of Chinese
Canadian media and to eliminate such organizations used as PRC fronts such as the Confucius
Institutes to mitigate against interference.

#United States

United States (includes US Iran issue) In an interview on Morning Joe on MSNOW, Richard
Haas, President Emeritus stated that he thought current US foreign Policy could be best
described as “aggressive unilateralism” which I thought was a good way to look at the current
state of US foreign policy within his second term. I might also think that it is hauled out of
someone’s rear end for its lack of thought by an extreme narcissist.

The Trump Administration has been ineffective in many respects. One area they have had
some success is the move to get all NATO members to raise their various defence budgets to
meet initially the 2% target now increased to 5% by 2035. The way they did it has not created
conditions for US success and in fact may have mortally damaged US prestige by destroying
the ability for any nation to trust the current administration. As mentioned in past notes, the
main superpower was the ability of the US to create coalitions of willing partners. This
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administration has ended that possibility for themselves and for their successors. The full
impact will not be known for decades, and the US may never really fully recover from these
decisions.

The US is now engaged in what appears to be a longer-term commitment against Iran initially
with Israel but now alone in many respects to its actions in Iran and the Middle East. The US
has entered the 11" day of airstrikes against targets including observation points, radar sites,
missile launchers and depots as well as dual use targets such as bridges and power plants. Iran
has mainly retaliated by attacking nations hosting US bases. Three more US soldiers have
been killed in counter strikes. Iranian casualties are unknown.

The Straits of Hormuz remain effectively closed mainly due to insurance rates rather than
Iranian actions. Early in the First World War, the British attempted to knock Tiirkiye out of the
war by attacking the Gallipoli Peninsula. It failed because of poor planning and preparation
which eventually led to a very bloody British Empire defeat and eventual withdrawal. The
only way to control a strait is to own both sides which means boots on the ground. Trump
precluded use of ground troops, but he started a conflict which would require such an action
early in the operation. In order to open the strait, he will now have to deal with a determined
enemy that now has had time to prepare thus repeating the same mistake. The Trump
Administration has proven once again their short sightedness, and they have squandered allied
goodwill. This will not go well for anyone.

The Trump Administration has once again added yet another tranche of tariffs against Canada.
Most legal experts think this administration is “reaching and stretching” laws that were never
intended for this role. So far, the use of these provisions seems to be the act of a desperate
entity. Will it hurt Canada, yes it will and we should remember these acts as we really push for
alternate customers.

Latest tariffs an increase of 50% on Canadian goods valued at 20 B CAD. There are 29 days
left before they go into effect.

#Moldova

President Maia Sandu named Vasile Tofan, 44, a senior partner at investment firm Horizon
Capital, on Saturday, on 12 July 2026. He will replace Alexandru Munteanu according to
Reuters. He has no previous political experience and is considered pro-European. His main
effort will be to modernize and restart the economy. He has fifteen days to produce a new
government, or roughly until 27 July 2026.

Moldova and Ukraine have both opened the second packages for accession to the European
Union. They have been essentially working together and were generally neck and neck. The
EU Commissioner for Enlargement, Marta Kos also stated that both countries could open up
all packages depending on the government’s decision to proceed with all six packages at the
same time. Information reported by UATV on 15 July 2026. Commissioner Kos also stated
that it appears Moldova is slightly ahead.

The EU is fully aware as an organization that Ukraine is fighting for all of Europe at some
cost. Ukraine has made extensive efforts to develop industrial and business relationships
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throughout the EU. This also involves passing key technical information to European nations
in order to ensure European partners are prepared militarily for any Russian efforts.

#Georgia

The Georgian Legion is the largest single foreign organization fighting for Ukraine. The
Commander, Mamuka Mamulashvili has fought the Russians as a foreign volunteer since
2014. He was captured by the Russians during the Russia attack which resulted in Abkhazia
being taken by Russian forces in the early 1990s. He became a prisoner of the Russians at the
age of 14. He also noted the only foreign volunteers at that time were Ukrainians and felt he
owed Ukraine in its hour of need. The article, “Georgian Legion Commander: From Russian
Captivity to Fighting His Captors™ dated 19 July 2026 in the Kyiv Post can be found at

link: https://www.kyivpost.com/interviews/80143. It is an interesting contrast to the attitude of
Georgia’s current government which is largely considered pro-Russian. Most Georgians are
pro-Ukraine and pro-Europe, thus ongoing demonstrations.

#Belarus

This is an article written by Gabriela I Rosa Hernandez on 10 July 2026 found at

link: https://www.fpri.org/article/2026/07/russia-belarus-nuclear-exercise/. The article is an
analysis of how Belarus and Russia will coordinate efforts against NATO. It also covers the
current reasoning by Russia about possible NATO actions against Russia. It is an interesting
article worthy of some thought.

Lukashenko is still walking a tight rope while trying to avoid being drawn into Putin’s war.
Generally, even the Belarus General staff do not wish to have any part of the conflict all the
while going through the motions of unity with Russia.

#Israel-Iranian Proxies

Israel is continuing to conduct operations in Gaza and Lebanon against Hamas, the Islamic
Jihad and Hezbollah. All these proxies are continuing to fight with diminishing resources as
Iran is fighting its own battles with the US and is unable to support those of its proxies’ efforts
at this time. All three of these proxies have taken increasing numbers of casualties that they
can no longer replace. It has not stopped Hamas from killing anti-Hamas fighters.

22 July 2026. The Houthis have stated that they will also make the Red Sea unavailable to
shipping. If they were successful, a total of 27% of the world’s oil supply would be stopped
or at least delayed between the Strait of Hormuz and the area North of the exit to the Red Sea,
Bab al Mandab. As if to make a point, Israel surfaced a “Dolphin” class submarine off the
coast of Eilat in Southern Israel. The Dolphin class is allegedly nuclear armed.

#Russia-Ukraine

The war continues unabated; however, it is mainly static as far as taking ground. Both sides
are using drones at the tactical level in unprecedented numbers inflicting heavy casualties on
both sides. The difference is that Ukraine is saving as many as possible and their casualty care
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appears to be better than Russia’s overall one estimate back in April-May 2026, suggesting
that as many as 27 Russians killed or wounded to Ukraine’s one. The best estimate now is still
in Ukraine’s favour of five to one

Russia’s casualty care is difficult to understand despite Russia’s superiority in manpower.
Russia is not the Soviet Union and does not have the same manpower resources. At the start
of the war, there were approximately 65 M men in total. Russia’s male demographic was not
good to start. Most men passed away in their late 50s and many who survived beyond that time
were too young, sick, alcoholic, using drugs, were in prison or other types of security forces.
The actual available healthy male population was considerably smaller. Many young men fled
Russia during the initial part of the war as well. This number was strictly males in their prime
and the numbers no longer available was huge and estimated to be several million.

The real war is being fought in the middle ground and deep in Russia. This past two weeks
saw 196 shadow fleet vessels hit by Ukraine as of 23 July 2026 and more are likely to follow.
It was the virtual elimination of Russian hired/owned merchant vessels throughout the Sea of
Azov and the Black Sea.

Russia continues to have massive damage to virtually every major oil and gas facility in
Russia and the attack program is still ongoing. This week saw a change in that the Amazon
look alike “Wild Berries” warehouses became a major target with over half the major
warehouses already hit. Wild Berries became known as a source of military equipment for
such things as body armour, ammunition vests even small arms ammunition that later is sent to
the front. It is also suggested that it is retaliation for Russian attacks on Ukrainian Post Offices.
Russia is still aiming primarily at the civilian population but is now targeting in the South
places like Odessa. Both sides are bleeding resources. The difference is Ukraine has friends
who can replace lost material. Russia does not.

Russia’s economy is failing to function. People are withdrawing their savings whenever
possible as trust in banks is largely gone. Even known Putin associates are now arranging to
have money transferred outside the country to the tune of over 100 M roubles a day and this is
often higher. The Central Bank is now forced to print money thus increasing inflation. Goods
increasing in cost everyday throughout the day the price of eggs in the morning will be
different by night.

Ukraine has its own problems as President Zelenskiy shuffles his cabinet caused by the
“firing” of Defence Minister Fedorov a very popular Minister who had indicated that the
Commander in Chief, Oleksander Syrskyi had to be replaced to remove the position that he
was still mainly a Russian trained officer and that one or the other had to go. Faced with this,
the President sided with the Generals and Fedorov was asked to step aside. This led to days of
demonstrations in support of Fedorov. Syrskyi has also now been let go.

A new Commander in Chief, MGen Mykhailo Drapatyi was appointed after Zelenskiy sought
opinions of the younger Generals. A biography is at

link: https://www.aol.com/articles/factbox-mykhailo-drapatyi-ukraines-army-062231000.html.
He is well known and has been successful on the battlefield, he is a popular voice for Armed
Forces reformation.

The timing was unfortunate, a new defence minister had not been appointed at the time of this
note. A new appointment is likely to occur shortly.
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#Russia-Ukraine

The war continues unabated; however, it is mainly static as far as taking ground. Both sides
are using drones at the tactical level in unprecedented numbers inflicting heavy casualties on
both sides. The difference is that Ukraine is saving as many as possible and their casualty care
appears to be better than Russia’s overall one estimate back in April-May 2026, suggesting
that as many as 27 Russians killed or wounded to Ukraine’s one. The best estimate now is still
in Ukraine’s favour of five to one

Russia’s casualty care is difficult to understand despite Russia’s superiority in manpower.
Russia is not the Soviet Union and does not have the same manpower resources. At the start
of the war, there were approximately 65 M men in total. Russia’s male demographic was not
good to start. Most men passed away in their late 50s and many who survived beyond that time
were too young, sick, alcoholic, using drugs, were in prison or other types of security forces.
The actual available healthy male population was considerably smaller. Many young men fled
Russia during the initial part of the war as well. This number was strictly males in their prime
and the numbers no longer available was huge and estimated to be several million.

The real war is being fought in the middle ground and deep in Russia. This past two weeks
saw 196 shadow fleet vessels hit by Ukraine as of 23 July 2026 and more are likely to follow.
It was the virtual elimination of Russian hired/owned merchant vessels throughout the Sea of
Azov and the Black Sea.

Russia continues to have massive damage to virtually every major oil and gas facility in
Russia and the attack program is still ongoing. This week saw a change in that the Amazon
look alike “Wild Berries” warehouses became a major target with over half the major
warehouses already hit. Wild Berries became known as a source of military equipment for
such things as body armour, ammunition vests even small arms ammunition that later is sent to
the front. It is also suggested that it is retaliation for Russian attacks on Ukrainian Post Offices.
Russia is still aiming primarily at the civilian population but is now targeting in the South
places like Odessa. Both sides are bleeding resources. The difference is Ukraine has friends
who can replace lost material. Russia does not.

Russia’s economy is failing to function. People are withdrawing their savings whenever
possible as trust in banks is largely gone. Even known Putin associates are now arranging to
have money transferred outside the country to the tune of over 100 M roubles a day and this is
often higher. The Central Bank is now forced to print money thus increasing inflation. Goods
increasing in cost everyday throughout the day the price of eggs in the morning will be
different by night.

Ukraine has its own problems as President Zelenskiy shuffles his cabinet caused by the
“firing” of Defence Minister Fedorov a very popular Minister who had indicated that the
Commander in Chief, Oleksander Syrskyi had to be replaced to remove the position that he
was still mainly a Russian trained officer and that one or the other had to go. Faced with this,
the President sided with the Generals and Fedorov was asked to step aside. This led to days of
demonstrations in support of Fedorov. Syrskyi has also now been let go. A new Commander
in Chief, MGen Mykhailo Drapatyi was appointed after Zelenskiy sought opinions of the
younger Generals. A biography is at link: https://www.aol.com/articles/factbox-mykhailo-
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drapatyi-ukraines-army-062231000.html. He is well known and has been successful on the
battlefield, he is a popular voice for Armed Forces reformation.

The timing was unfortunate, a new defence minister had not been appointed at the time of this
note. A new appointment is likely to occur shortly.

#China

10 T Yuan loss in the stock market. Fears that the AI boom is an actual bubble and about
failure. The stock market collapsed based on this speculative budget. The CCP bailed it out
and there was a 17 % drop in the market. The state bailed out the market and adjusted the
regulations.

A Philippine sailor was injured while confronting an illegal Chinese incursion by the Chinese
Coast Guard. Just prior to Foreign Minister Wang Li’s visit to Manilla. It is an obvious sign
that China is still trying to push the Philippines away from the Philippines territorial waters by
falsely claiming the Second Thomas Shoal. This is an ongoing issue as China pushes its false
claims.

World AI Cooperation Organization in Shanghai. Still trying to gain access to

emerging economies. Chinese theft of US IP has helped China achieve key gain in

Al development. Even this week , Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent suggested that the US
could impose major sanctions against China for its theft of IP. China is trying to portray itself
as the adult in the room providing help and assistance to up and coming countries and offering
development assistance. The ongoing battle between the West and especially the US and
China. It is China’s unabashed attempts to steal that have led to many of its gains. This being
said, China is benefitting from the US immigration policies that are now forcing not only
Chinese citizens to return but also intellectuals from other countries to leave the US for a
supposedly safer setting in China.

The last point for this week’s notes is the potential failure of Russia including the possible fall
of any legitimate government. There is little doubt that China views Russia as an inferior
partner. We have seen this change with China’s warning about Russia’s use of nuclear
weapons. More recently, China refused to fund the Power of Siberia 2 gas pipeline which is
estimated to cost 60 B USD to complete. Even Russia’s richest oil company is only worth only
24 B USD and Russian banks are parlous state themselves hence oligarchs are removing their
assets to the West or at least friendlier shores such as Cyprus.

Russia is near collapse and what is left of Russia’s assets? The answer is the land where
resources are found, so would Putin give up Russian lands to China either to rent or transfer
ownership. Another scenario would be a military takeover of large areas of Siberia. Local
residents may actually invite China in, as the central government collapses. Is it possible?
Probably, but not yet, although China might give just enough support to encourage Russia to
weaken itself further and then pick up the pieces. An industrial giant coupled with vast
resources of a failed state. It is something to consider.
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Veterans Affairs Canada Salute! June 2026 is now available at:

https://veterans.gc.ca/en/news-and-media/salute/june-2026 (latest issue)

Serve after Service #Team Rubicon Canada

https://team-rubicon.ca/
https://team-rubicon.ca/story/
https://team-rubicon.ca/volunteer/

Sign up for Operation HIGHWATER (Swan River Manitoba):
https://rollcall.teamrubiconusa.org/event/sessions?id=Operation_Highwater -
_Recovery3772812065#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=28d66¢51-¢738-430d-bfd8-
a0ce7e410300

Serve after Service #Cadet Leagues #JCR

https://navyleague.ca/

https://www.armycadetleague.ca/

Each year an Army Cadet graduate of the Basic Parachutist Course is awarded the 1st
Canadian Parachute Battalion Bursary by The Army Cadet League of Canada. This year is no
exception and the bursary will be awarded again, tomorrow (24 July 2026). The Army Cadet
League of Canada is able to present bursaries and scholarships to deserving cadets thanks to
the generosity of our donors and partnering organizations. If you wish to help support an
Army Cadet's pursuit of a post-secondary educations, please donate today. See photos:
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story tbid=1456673866489872&1d=100064418180482
&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=mTKeq300bZezDuFX#

For specific amounts: https://aclc-lcac.getcommunal.com/donate

(For generic and directed donations).

https://www.armycadetleague.ca/donate/

https://aircadetleague.com/
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/cadets-junior-canadian-
rangers/junior-canadian-rangers.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/cadets-junior-canadian-
rangers/junior-canadian-rangers/runjcren.html
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