Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia
Dispatches
7 August 2026

The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the study, promotion and
debate of defence, security and safety issues.

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media by the
Institute. Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches but may be
unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada.

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in Dispatches.
Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime. Email to RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.
Comments to articles can be from members or non-members of RUSI(NS). Any comment in
Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author and does not necessarily represent the views of the
Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other
government department, the Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or
other agency.

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), please
inform RUSI(NS). Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting RUSI(NS).

The next issue will be on 21 August 2026.

Quick links:
Events
Publications
@RUSI NS on X
Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook
Other Sources
Odds and Sods
SAC Notes

RUSI(NS) LinkedIln Page

We are excited to announce our LinkedIn Page in https://www.linkedin.com/groups/19653001

You all are cordially invited to join this public group, and being public, we also encourage
non-members to join the RUSI(NS) LinkedIn. Stay connected, contribute and receive updated
information.

Members are requested to please email their content to:
Cdr (ret’d) Ian Wood, Group Page Administrator, ian@idhwood.ca
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Writing for RUSI(NS)

The content of Dispatches and other
RUSI(NS) channels is representative of the
submissions by RUSI(NS) members. If you
want more published about certain fields and
topics, you are encouraged to submit material
to RUSIDispatches@gmail.com and
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. The public face
of RUSI(NS) is what we, the membership,
makes it.

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook
accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com. Preferably, send the material ready to post. We
are still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them
active.

RUSI(NS) Website

Our website has been down for some time since the program which supports it was hacked,
coincidently and unfortunately with our backup server frying (that’s an IT term). Anyone
trying to contact RUSI(NS) can do so by emailing RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. There is
no ETR ATT.

Events

To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. RUSI(NS) events are by
invitation. If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice. Email
RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring.

RUSI(NS) Events: August-December 2026 Schedule

a. August - Nil
b. September - Army Procurement program
c. 22 September 2026 - Joint CIC/RUSI(NS) Dinner Cunard Centre, details to follow
d. October - Naval Modernization Program
e. November - Remembrance Dinner 4 November 2026, RA Park
- NORAD Modernization details date TBC
f. 10 December 2026 - Winter/Holiday Meet and Greet, RA Park
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Proposed 2027 Presentations and Events

a. CCG Aircraft Services Directorate, tentative Jan 27

b. Irving Shipbuilding Industries - Apr 27

c. The Future of Maritime Air - May 27

d. Canadian Tactical Helo Program - Sep 27

e. Industry Canada Update, discussion group or presentation

f. Naval Modernization/Corvette Program - Jun 27

g. CBSA Intelligence Centre - Mar 27

h. Army of the Future/Equipment Update - Oct 27

1. Naval Mine Warfare / Advanced Naval Capabilities - TBC

j. Canada's International Defence Commitments - TBC

k. Canada's Commercial Fleet/Modernization/rebuild? - TBC

1. Sanctions Development and Implementation discussion group

m. Arctic Security discussion group

n. OSINT discussion group

0. European Joint Task Force - Should Canada Join? discussion group

p. Tour Irving Shipbuilding - TBC

q- Army Reorg Update - Inflection Point 2025

r. Canada's Drone Program Update

N.B. It should be noted that these are all proposals and are subject to change. New ideas and
concepts to next year’s program are welcome. The dates shown are aspirational.

Wargaming Events: Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule:
https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents

Publications

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest
edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To readers
of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated.

weekly:

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members
News

bi-weekly:
Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch
https://www.cmisa.ca/cpages/on-watch-current

monthly:

Canadian Gunner News

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews
Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué

Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches
Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician
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Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt
Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter
Veterans Affairs Canada Salute!

quarterly:
Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter

Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies Australia

Our colleagues of the RUSI-A have reached out to us and provided links to their content. There
are links on their home page (https://www.rusi.org.au/) to the seven branches across Australia,
including New South Wales whose newsletter is also listed below:

RUSI-A United Service (quarterly): https://rusi.au/Publications.php#Journal

RUSI-A Newsletter (weekly): https://rusi.au/Newsletters.php

RUSI-NSW Newsletter (weekly): https://rusinsw.au/site/Newsletters.php

RUSI-A monographs: https://rusi.au/Monographs.php

RUSI-A lectures: https://rusi.au/Videos/Videos.php

RUSI-A podcasts: https://rusi.au/SIG_S/Strategy.php

Some of the latest:

RUSI-A weekly newsletter 13 June 2026: https://rusi.au/Newsletters/20260713.pdf
RUSI-NSW July 2026 monthly Newsletter: https://www.rusinsw.au/Newsletters/202607.pdf
RUSI-NSW June 2026 monthly lecture: https://rusi.au/Videos/VideoTheatre109.php
RUSI-A SIG on Strategy July monthly podcast: https://rusi.au/SIG_S/SIGS202607.php

Reminder: Silent Auction of rare and valuable books
Dear RUSI (NSW) Members and Supporters,

The RUSI NSW Ursula Davidson Library is holding a silent auction of 111 rare and valuable
books on 31 July 2026. A catalogue of the books for auction, including details of the books, the
condition of the books and indicative prices, can be viewed at:

https://rusinsw.au/documents/RUST AUCTION BOOK CATALOGUE 310326 _2nd.pdf

The books for auction will be available for viewing and inspection in the Ursula Davidson
Library Reading Room located in the Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park Sydney from Monday 27 July
2026.

Bidding will commence on 31 July 2026 from 9am and will conclude by 5pm. Access to the bid
system is available via this link: TO ENTER BIDDING CLICK HERE

This link will take you to a bid form. Please complete a bid form for each book on which you are
bidding. Successful bidders will be contacted during the following week via email. On being
informed of a successful bid, payment should be made within seven days, using the payment
facility on the RUSI NSW website. All funds raised from the auction will be used to support the
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library’s efforts in book repair and the acquisition of new books. We thank you for your
participation in this silent auction.

Last/This Week in Canadian History

25 July highlights:

1629 David Kirke & Lewis Kirke defeat Emery De Caen and capture his supply ship; First naval
combat on the St. Lawrence River between the English privateers and French merchants. La
Malbaie, Québec

1755 Charles Lawrence meets with Acadians and orders them to take oath of allegiance to
British Crown; most refuse. Halifax, Nova Scotia

1758 French and Indian War - James Wolfe’s troops silence Louisbourg’s Island battery, and an
exploding shell lands on the deck of the French warship Celebre, setting off barrels of
gunpowder; the fire jumps from ship to ship, destroying all but two of the French warships, the
Prudent and Bienfaisant; at midnight, Jeffrey Amherst sends 25 boatloads of Marines into the
harbour and takes the last two French ships. Louisbourg, Nova Scotia

1814 War of 1812 - Gordon Drummond arrives with reinforcements for a retreating General
Phineas Riall at Lundy’s Lane, 2 km below the falls, and takes the battle to Jacob Brown’s
Americans at 6 pm; Drummond stalemates the Americans in a bitter all night battle, one of the
bloodiest in the War of 1812; British and Canadians take 878 casualties, with 84 killed, out of
3,000 men; Americans withdraw the following day to Fort Erie with 853 casualties, including
171 killed, and General Riall as their prisoner. Niagara Falls, Ontario

1871 Manitoba Lieutenant Governor Adams Archibald negotiates Treaty #1 in Southern
Manitoba with Swampy Cree and Chippewa (Ojibway); 26,875 sq km; $3 per Indian, acreage.
Old Fort Garry, Manitoba

1873 British Columbia government protests Canada’s failure to build railroad connection to
fulfill terms of union; as promised by George-Etienne Cartier. Victoria, BC

1874 Alexander Muir conducts a choir of schoolchildren singing his song, ‘The Maple Leaf
Forever’, at the laying of the foundation stone for the Christian Baptist Church; not the First
time; the 1871 sheet music says it had already been sung with great applause by J. F. Hardy,
Esquire, in his popular entertainments. Newmarket, Ontario

1905 Parliament passes Northwest Territories Act; sets new boundaries after the creation of
Alberta and Saskatchewan; headed by a Commissioner. Ottawa, Ontario

1917 First World War - Finance Minister Sir Thomas White introduces the Income Tax War Bill;
proposal to levy the First national tax on personal income on Canadians; supposedly as a
wartime measure only. Ottawa, Ontario
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1944 Second World War - British General Bernard Montgomery orders the 2nd Canadian
Infantry Division and 3rd Canadian Infantry Division around Caen are ordered by to push the
entrenched German army off Verriéres Ridge, take the heat off the Americans at St-L6, and clear
the main road through Falaise to Paris. Operation Spring begins with six infantry divisions and
three tank squadrons attacking separately along an 8 km front against entrenched 1st SS Division
panzer positions well sited on commanding high ground. In the early hours, German snipers
ambush the advancing Canadians from cellars, tunnels and mine shafts, while Guy Simonds’
plan to guide the assault troops toward Tilly-la-Campagne by bouncing searchlights off the
clouds to produce artificial moonlight fails when someone orders the lights dropped to ground
level, silhouetting the men to German fire; only about 100 men and just four tanks of the 3rd
Division’s North Nova Scotia Highlanders, the Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry Highlanders,
and the 2nd Armoured Brigade’s Fort Garry Horse make it back to base; Allies will suffer 18,444
casualties, with 5,021 killed. Normandy, France

1950 Korean War - RCAF Squadron 426 leaves Dorval Airport for the Far east as the United
Nations-mandated conflict in Korea begins. Montréal, Québec

1969 Parliament amends Official Languages Act to declare English and French the official
languages of Canada; the statute arose from a Royal Commission on Bilingualism and
Biculturalism recommendation, and declared that federal institutions must provide services in
English or French at the customer’s choice; principles of the Act will be enshrined in the 1982
Constitution through the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Ottawa, Ontario

1974 Peacekeeping - Government increases the Canadian contingent of the UN peacekeeping
force on Cyprus from 486 to 950; at request of United Nations. Ottawa, Ontario

1981 McDonald Royal Commission condemns illegal RCMP activities against Québec
separatists and other dissidents; recommends civilian agency to take over security work. Ottawa,
Ontario

1989 Canadian War Museum pays $79,000 at auction to acquire Victoria Cross awarded
posthumously to Private William Milne of Saskatchewan; assisted by public donations; medal
one of the five awarded to Canadians for the Battle of Vimy Ridge in 1917. London, England

1990 Lucien Bouchard announces formation of the Bloc Québecois, a federal political party
consisting of himself, five other ex-Conservative MPs and ex-Liberal Jean Lapierre; all of whom
left their parties after the failure of the Meech Lake Accord; Bouchard is a former Environment
Minister in Brian Mulroney’s government and Canadian Ambassador to Paris. Montréal, Québec

2002 Pope John Paul II appears at before as many as 200,000 young faithful at a Catholic youth
festival on Downsview Canadian Forces base. Toronto, Ontario

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-25

26 July highlights:
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1673 Fort Frontenac completed by the French. Kingston, Ontario

1758 French and Indian War - Jeffery Amherst with Admiral Edward Boscawen and Brigadier
James Wolfe captures France’s Fortress of Louisbourg on Ile Royale (Cape Breton Island) after
siege of nearly 2 months, thus gaining control of the entrance to the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and
the St. Lawrence River. French commander Augustin de Drucour surrenders with 3,500 soldiers
and about 4,000 sailors and militia. Amherst promises the French regulars their lives, but will
offer no terms to the Acadians or Indians; if captured they will be treated the same as the garrison
at Fort William Henry. Drucour forced to accept these conditions, and the Acadians and Indians
flee in their canoes. English send French troops to England as prisoners of war for five years,
deport civilian population to France. Louisbourg, Nova Scotia

1814 War of 1812 - US Major General Jacob Brown withdraws to Fort Erie with General Elzear
Ripley after a mauling at the Battle of Lundy’s Lane; 853 US casualties, including 171 killed;
end of American offensive in Niagara. Fort Erie, Ontario

1837 Rebellion of 1837 - Patriotes hold an illegal protest meeting at Yamachiche, in the county
of Saint-Maurice. Yamachiche, Québec

1845 Franklin Expedition - Captain Dannett, of the whaler Prince of Wales, encounters
Franklin’s ships in Melville Bay afixed to an iceberg; they are the last Europeans to see Franklin
alive; the expedition will winter on Beechey Island; three crewmen die of tuberculosis and are
buried. Baffin Bay, Nunavut

1852 Founding of the Toronto Stock Exchange (TSE) by business leaders Bloor, Gzowski,
McMaster, Barrow & Frazer.

1874 Alexander Graham Bell First describes his idea for the telephone with his father in
Brantford.

1936 King Edward VIII dedicates the Vimy Memorial, in the presence of over 3,000 Canadian
veterans and families, who made the pilgrimage to the site; the massive twin-tower monument
designed by Toronto sculptor Walter Allward, commemorating those Canadians who took Vimy
Ridge in 1917; took 11 years to build. Arras, France

1944 Second World War - Canadian Army reportedly captures Tilly before dawn, but they only
control half the village, and the German panzers counter-attack, destroying most Canadian tanks
and cutting off the North Nova Scotia Highlanders. Tilly, France

1966 Espionage - George Victor Spencer found guilty of gross misconduct in supplying
information to Soviet Union; former postal clerk. Vancouver, BC

1967 French President Charles de Gaulle ends controversial Canadian tour, flies home to France,

1982 NASA launches Canada’s Anik D1 Comsat on a Delta rocket. Cape Canaveral, Florida
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1990 Federal government offers $3,840,000 to acquire the Oka, Quebec lands claimed by the
Mohawks of Kanesetake as a burial ground and sacred site. Ottawa, Ontario

1995 Creation of the Information Highway Secretariat to manage Canada’s Internet strategy..
Ottawa, Ontario

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-26

27 July highlights:

1749 Edward Cornwallis reports to London on his new settlement at Chebucto: “It has all the
conveniences I could wish except a fresh water river. Nothing is easier than to build wharves;
one is already finished for ships of 200 tons. I have constantly employed all the carpenters I
could get from Annapolis and the ships here to build log houses for stores. I have likewise
offered the French at Minas considerable wages to work, and they have promised to send fifty
men to remain until October. As there was not one clear yard of clear ground you will imagine
our difficulty and what we have here to do; however, they have already cleared about twelve
acres, and I hope to begin my house in two days; I have a small frame and pickets ready.”
Halifax, Nova Scotia

1762 Charles de Ternay captures Fort William Henry at St. John’s. St. John’s, Newfoundland

1812 Fifth session of sixth Parliament of Upper Canada meets until August 5, 1812; passes Act
for defence of province. Toronto, Ontario

1921 Frederick Banting First isolates insulin from the pancreatic duct of a dog; assisted by
colleagues J. J. R. Macleod, Charles Best, and Bertram Collip at the University of Toronto; in
January 1922, they administer insulin to 14 year old Leonard Thompson, and prove it an
effective lifesaving treatment for diabetes in humans; in 1923, Banting and Macleod will be the
First Canadians to win a Nobel Prize (they will share the award with Best and Collip); Banting
does not patent the process, but assigns the rights to the University of Toronto, who will
manufacture it through Connaught Laboratories. Toronto, Ontario

1932 Saskatchewan Farmer-Labour Party is formed; later the CCF. Regina, Saskatchewan

1934 Saskatchewan Farmer Labor Party becomes the Cooperative Commonwealth Federation
(CCF); forerunner of the NDP. Regina, Saskatchewan

1942 Symbols - Prime Minister Mackenzie King tells the Commons that this is not an
appropriate time for proclaiming a national anthem; suggests There are times and seasons for all
things and this time of war when there are other more important questions with which parliament
has to deal, we might well continue to follow what has become the custom in Canada in recent
years of regarding God Save The King and O Canada each as national anthems and entitled to
similar recognition. Ottawa, Ontario
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1953 Korean War - Armistice ends three-year-old Korean conflict; a 4 km wide buffer zone is
created to separate the two Koreas; 21,940 Canadians served in Korea in the Canadian Army,
3,621 in the RCN, and 1,104 in the RCAF; in total 314 Canadians were killed and 1211 injured
during the conflict; 7,000 Canadians will serve in Korea with UN peacekeeping forces after end
of war, until November; 116,000 UN troops and 1.5 million Chinese and North Koreans were
killed during the conflict. Panmunjon, Korea

1960 Canadian Army peacekeeping units were formed for service in the Congo on behalf of the
United Nations. Ottawa, Ontario

1999 Nov Scotia Election - John Hamm’s Conservative Party wins a majority of seats in the NS
House of Assembly; Tory leader Hamm succeeds Liberal Russell MacLellan as Premier. Nova
Scotia

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-27

28 July highlights:

1755 Expulsion of the Acadians — Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia Charles Lawrence gets
full approval of the Council of Nova Scotia to deport and disperse those Acadians who refuse to
take the oath of allegiance.

1812 War of 1812 — Isaac Brock asks the sixth Parliament of Upper Canada to repeal Habeas
Corpus and impose martial law; Legislature uncooperative; doesn’t take threat of US invasion
seriously. Toronto, Ontario

1858 John A. Macdonald & George-Etienne Cartier resign as ministers after defeat on motion
that Ottawa should not be the capital of Canada. Toronto, Ontario

1863 Imperial Statute defines boundary of British Columbia. London, England
1868 Louis Riel returns to St. Boniface via the United States. St. Boniface, Manitoba
1883 Record — CPR sets track laying record: 10.9 km in one day. Alberta

1884 Northwest Rebellion — William H. Jackson aka Honor¢ Joseph Jaxon, backing Riel, issues
a manifesto of the grievances and objectives of the Settlers’ Union. Prince Albert, Saskatchewan

1885 Trial of Louis Riel resumes after a one-week delay. Regina, Saskatchewan

1905 Toronto Stock Exchange and Montréal Stock Exchange close for three months; brokers fear
financial panic due to pending European conflict as Austria declares war on Serbia; in concert
with New York; shut down till spring of 1915. Toronto, Ontario Montréal, Québec

1930 Federal Election — R. B. Bennett wins a majority in the 17th Canadian general election,
taking 137 seats to 91 for Mackenzie King’s Liberal Party of Canada; voters also 12 Progressive
Party MPs; 10 United Farmers, 5 other; gets 48.8% of the popular vote; — July 28 — Federal
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Election — Agnes MacPhail the only woman elected in the 17th Canadian general election. —
July 28 — Federal Election — Conservative Party leader R. B. Bennett is elected in Calgary
West and becomes Prime Minister. Calgary, Alberta

1943 Second World War — Canadian Army troops take the town of Agira after five days of hard
fighting at heavy cost against heavily dug in German troops. Agira, Italy

1950 Census — Dominion Bureau of Statistics says Canada has 13,845,000 inhabitants. Ottawa,
Ontario

1954 Canada agrees to serve with India and Poland on special commission to supervise Indo-
China armistice. Vietnam

1964 Parliament passes Canada Student Loans Act providing interest-free loans to university
students through the banks. Ottawa

1994 Supreme Court of Canada refuses appeal of lower court ruling awarding the NHL oldtimers
estimated $45 million from the league in surplus pension funds. Ottawa, Ontario

2005 First Canadian Forces troops deployed to Afghanistan reach the Kandahar region to join
what will be a 250-strong provincial reconstruction team, the first such team Canada has sent to
Afghanistan. Kandahar, Afghanistan

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-28

29 July highlights:

1744 Joseph Duvivier besieges Paul Mascarene and his 50 men at Annapolis Royal; on October
2, 1744, he will abandon the siege and move to winter quarters at Minas. Annapolis, Nova Scotia

1756 French and Indian War - Marquis de Montcalm arrives at Fort Frontenac to join Frangois de
Bourlamaque and his 3,000 men in an attack on the English. Kingston, Ontario

1793 John Graves Simcoe decides Toronto Bay will be a good place for a fort and settlement.

1812 War of 1812 - Word of the US declaration of war arrives in England 41 days after it is
declared. London, England

1916 Lightning ignites forest fire in Northern Ontario; destroys Cochrane and Matheson; kills
223.

1941 Second World War - Prime Minister Mackenzie King tells war cabinet he would rather
resign than support conscription. Ottawa, Ontario

1943 Second World War - First HMCS Winnipeg is commissioned. Esquimalt, BC
1971 Sydney Oland and the Oland family donate the schooner Bluenose II to the province of

Nova Scotia as a floating museum; replica of original. Halifax, Nova Scotia
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1992 General Lewis Mackenzie’s UN peacekeepers hand over Sarajevo Airport to French relief
force.

1998 Pay Equity - Federal human rights tribunal rules that Canadian public servants in female-
dominated job categories deserve compensation for unequal pay; payment to be retroactive to
March, 1985 and would range from $10k to 20k. Ottawa, Ontario

https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-29

30 July highlights:

1609 Samuel de Champlain joins skirmish against Iroquois at Crown Point; kills two chiefs with
his arquebus; First French military action in America; Champlain the First European to use
firearms against the North American natives; beginning of the First [roquois War, to 1624.
Ticonderoga, New York

1684 Joseph de La Barre leaves Montréal with 1,200 soldiers to battle the Iroquois; a disastrous
campaign leads to his recall in 1685; had replaced Frontenac as Governor of New France in
1682. Montréal, Québec

1701 Louis de Calliére, Governor of New France, convenes a peace conference with 38 Iroquois
and Huron chiefs. Montréal, Québec

1711 Ovenden Walker leads British expedition against Québec; fails when eight troop transports
are shipwrecked in fog in the Gulf of St. Lawrence; nearly 900 soldiers drown. Ile-aux-Oeufs,
Québec

1783 American Revolutionary War - Landing of the 2nd Battalion, Kings Royal Regiment of
New York at Cataraqui to rebuild Fort Frontenac and prepare for the arrival of the Loyalists.
Kingston, Ontario

1789 Elizabeth Simcoe lands on the site of York; walks through ‘a grove of oaks where the town
is intended to be built’. Toronto, Ontario

1793 John Graves Simcoe starts building a fort in vicinity of Fort York, and blockhouse on
Hanlan’s Point on Toronto Island; the Governor of Upper Canada is worried about a possible war
with the new United States, he had decided to move the capital away from Newark, now
Niagara-on-the-Lake, to the Toronto Bay area, which he called York in honour of the Duke of
York. Toronto, Ontario

1891 Right to appeal to Her Majesty in Privy Council, from a decision of the Supreme Court of
the North West Territories, is granted. Regina, Saskatchewan

1892 Judicial Committee of the Privy Council upholds Manitoba’s right to abolish separate
schools. London, England

1900 Japan bans emigration of citizens to Canada; at request of Canada. Tokyo, Japan
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1937 Minister of Transport C. D. Howe flies to Vancouver in a ‘Dawn to Dusk Across Canada’
trip to start new Trans-Canada Air Lines service; with Herbert Symington, the air line’s director.
Vancouver, BC

1945 Second World War - Group of 4,500 soldiers return to Canada from fighting in Europe.
Québec, Québec

1962 Prime Minister John Diefenbaker officially opens the Trans-Canada Highway to traffic.

1967 The Caribbean community in Toronto stages the first Caribana, with only eight bands and
1,000 spectators; will grow into the third largest carnival in the world, drawing over 1 million
spectators and 250,000 visitors a year. Toronto, Ontario

1974 Québec National Assembly passes Bill 22, making French the official language of
government and business in Quebec, and setting up la Régie de la Langue Frangaise. Québec,
Québec

1974 Disaster - Grenade explodes at Valcartier (25 kilometres north of Quebec City) military
base, killing six soldiers (Ed. Comment: (56 were wounded by grenade fragments or by flying
glass, wood, and metal). BFC Valcartier Québec, (Ed. Comment: This historical website entry is
an object lesson as to why corroboration of historical data is crucial in our understanding of the
past. This simple sentence misconstrues one of the most tragic — and unnecessary events in post
Second World War Canadian military history.

The six personnel killed were not soldiers. They were civilian teenage members of the Royal
Canadian Army Cadet Corps (RCACC). A joint investigation was started by Sireté du Québec
and the Canadian Forces Military Police of which the findings were never made public. A

Canadian Forces Board of Inquiry was also started, where 165 testimonies were given by cadets
and instructors. The Board of Inquiry findings were also never made public. A coroners inquiry
determined that the Regular Force instructor Captain Jean-Claude Giroux was responsible for
the fatalities and injuries. The inquiry recommended that Giroux be charged for negligence.
After the recommendation from the coroners inquiry, Captain Giroux was charged with criminal
negligence and pled not-guilty in the Court of Sessions of the Peace of Quebec. On June 21,
1977, Giroux was found not guilty by the court. It was not definitively determined how the live
grenade made its way into the box of inert grenades. None of the other instructors were charged.
After the incident, the Canadian Forces covered the funeral expenses for the six fatalities.
However, other than the immediate medical care given to the cadets, the government did not
cover any other expenses, such as long-term medical care and psychological support.

As they were not serving members of the Canadian Armed Forces or part of the public service at
the time, cadets were not covered by Canadian Armed Forces or Veterans Affairs Canada
medical, pension and benefit programs. Parents had several years to request compensation
under rules and regulations of the time, but few likely even knew of them, or made the connection

12/56



between their sons’ mounting troubles and PTSD, which only began to be diagnosed by the
military itself in the 1980s.

By 2013, opposition politicians picked up on the situation. The New Democratic Party began
pressing Defence Minister Rob Nicholson to authorize a military ombudsman s investigation and
launched a petition in support. The incident was swept under the rug by the Canadian Armed
Forces until 2015 (41 years after the incident), when the Minister of National Defence
authorized the Canadian Forces Ombudsman's Office to conduct an investigation into the
government s response. Several recommendations were made by the Ombudsman (Gary
Walbourne) in his report, including compensation, reforms, and others including funding a care
plan for affected cadets.

References:

A. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valcartier CTC grenade_explosion

B. https://ottawacitizen.com/news/national/valcartier-blast-i-remember-thinking-i-must-be-dead-

too-bad-my-parents-will-be-sad

C. 1974 grenade explosion topic of ombudsman report; retrieved from:
hitps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uNWHxQFLIANM&t=14s (N.B. See 02:10 - 02:40 regarding
the Military Police interrogations of the cadets, who were questioned as to whether one of their

number had smuggled in the grenade in a terrorist attack).

D. Coroners inquest found ‘a climate of negligence’ By Robert Smol SPECIAL TO THE STAR;
retrieved from: https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/coroners-inquest-found-a-climate-of-
negligence/article 22ec012f-25f9-511c-97f9-53680a86e602. html

E. Grenade Accident Remembered 40 Years Later, Sharon Adams, November 18, 2014. Retrieved
from: https.//legionmagazine.com/grenade-accident-remembered-40-years-later/

FE Gerry Fostaty, As You Were: The Tragedy at Valcartier, retrieved from:
https.//eerryfostaty.com/about-the-book/

G. Editor’s conversations with witnesses Roger S. and Glenn W. in1974 and 1975 respectively.

1982 Ottawa and Nova Scotia announce $500 million oil and gas drilling program off the Nova
Scotia coast. Halifax, Nova Scotia

1990 US announces it will withdraw planes and troops from Canadian Forces Base Goose Bay
Labrador by following July; may cost 237 jobs and $25 million in economic benefits; after 48
years on the base. Goose Bay, Newfoundland

1992 Immigration - Minister Bernard Valcourt says Canada will allow fast-track entry of up to
26,000 immigrants from former Yugoslavia. Ottawa, Ontario

https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-30
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31 July highlights

1755 Expulsion of the Acadians - Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia Charles Lawrence sends
instructions to Colonel Robert Monckton: [I]t will be necessary to keep this measure as secret as
possible, as well to prevent their attempting to escape, as to carry off their cattle; and the better to
effect this you will endeavour to fall upon some stratagem to get the men, both young and old
(especially the heads of families) into your power and detain them till the transports shall arrive,
so as that they may be ready to be shipped off; for when this is done it is not much to be feared
that the women and children will attempt to go away and carry off the cattle. But least they
should, it will not only be very proper to secure all their Shallops, Boats, Canoes and every other
vessel you can lay your hands upon; But also to send out parties to all suspected roads and places
from time to time, that they may be thereby intercepted. [T]he inhabitants have now (since the
order in Council) no property in them, nor will they be allowed to carry away the least thing but
their ready money and household furniture. Halifax, Nova Scotia

1837 William Lyon Mackenzie elected agent and secretary of the Committee of Vigilance of
Upper Canada

1868 George-Etienne Cartier passes the Rupert’s Land Act, 31-32 Victoria, Chapter 105: An Act
for enabling Her Majesty to accept the Surrender upon Terms of the Lands, Privileges, and
Rights of The Governor and Company of Adventurers of England Trading into Hudson s Bay and
for admitting the same to the Dominion of Canada. (Rupert’s Land Act, 1868). Great Britain; by
which the British government underwrites Canada’s £300,000 (plus 1/20th of land in fertile belt
plus acreage around each existing fur fort); lets Crown declare Rupert’s Land and the Northwest
Territories part of the Dominion of Canada. Ottawa, Ontario

1880 Britain transfers all possessions in North America to Canada except Newfoundland and
Labrador coast.

1917 Field Marshall Haig mounts Passchendaele offensive with British and Anzac troops; the
Third Battle of Ypres sees heavy losses from the start; on October 26, he will give the job to
Lieutenant-General Arthur Currie’s Canadian Corps, who will succeed on November 6, 1917;
there are 400,000 allied dead and wounded in this Flanders battle. Ypres, Belgium (Ed. comment:
losses in some Canadian communities are high. The Town of Glace Bay names the No. 11 mining
neighbourhood “Passchendaele” in honour of the area’s losses).

1932 Co-operative Commonwealth Federation (CCF) is founded in Calgary. Calgary, Alberta
(Ed. Comment: The CCF and the Canadian Labour Congress (CLC) unite to form the New
Democratic Party (NDP) in 1961).

1942 Second World War - HMCS Wetaskiwin helps sink the German submarine U-588 in mid-
Atlantic. Atlantic Ocean

1957 The DEW Line (Distant Early Warning) radar system begins operation; the line of radar
stations is a joint US-Canada defence project across the NWT.
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1962 Ontario, Alberta, and Saskatchewan pledge support for care of chldren deformed by use of
thalidomide medication during pregnancy; Ottawa announces cooperation August 1, 1962.
Ottawa, Ontario

1987 Disaster - Mammoth tornado kills 27 people, injures at least 250 and causes $150 million
damage during an afternoon rush-hour touchdown; most casualties lived in an Edmonton East

trailer park. Edmonton, Alberta

1989 CBC Newsworld cable TV service goes on the air; CBC’s new news and information
channel debuts with a morning show from Halifax. Halifax, Nova Scotia

1997 Phil Fontaine elected new Chief of Assembly of First Nations, defeating incumbent Ovide
Mercredi. Ottawa, Ontario

1998 Record - The Canadian dollar hits an historic low of 66.10 cents to the $1US.

1998 Manitoba Pool Elevators and the Alberta Wheat Pool merge to form Agricore. Winnipeg,
Manitoba

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/07-31
1 August highlights

1534 Jacques Cartier sights the mountains on the north shore of the Gulf of St. Lawrence; he had
left St-Malo on April 20, 1534, with two ships and 61 men, arriving off Newfoundland 20 days
later; before heading back to France on Aug. 15, 1534, he will claim Newfoundland, Prince
Edward Island, the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the lands adjacent for France. Québec

1578 Martin Frobisher starts mining on Anne Warwick Island (Kodlunarn Island) and at other
sites; 1200 tonnes of supposed gold ore will be loaded on board his ships. Qallunaq Island,

Nunavut

1615 Samuel de Champlain arrives in Huronia with ten Indians and Etienne Brulé, to back
Hurons against Iroquois; winters in Huronia; estimates population at 30,000. Midland, Ontario

1621 Guillemette Hébert and Guillaume Couillard are married at Québec; First wedding on
record in the town. Québec, Québec

1805 Mississauga Indians cede over 101,170 hectares in York County to the Crown. Ontario
1834 Human Rights — Emancipation Act comes into effect, outlawing slavery in the British
Empire, including British North America; estimated 770,280 slaves become free; 30 years before

it was outlawed in the US, after the Union victory in the Civil War. London, England

1837 Queen Victoria proclaimed Queen in Canada.
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1866 British Parliament in Westminster passes the Act uniting the colonies of British Columbia
and Vancouver Island; under Governor Frederick Seymour; serves to June 10, 1869. London,
England

1882 Canada joins ten other countries in marking the thirteen months between August 1, 1882,
and September 1, 1883, as International Polar Year; sponsors fifteen expeditions to study marine
meteorology, geophysics and the earth sciences by collecting data in the Arctic and Antarctic.
London, England

1885 NorthWest Rebellion — Louis Riel found guilty of treason and sentenced to death;
defence’s plea of insanity not believed by Anglo-Saxon, Protestant jury. Regina, Saskatchewan
(Ed. Comment: Then Prime Minister Sir John A. Macdonald decided that he could better afford
to lose seats in Québec than to have English Canada turn against him, spitefully remarked at the
time, “(Riel) shall hang though every dog in Québec bark in his favour.” Source:
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/john-macdonald-criticism/)

The gross insensitivity of the Macdonald government was clearly the major cause of the tragic
last stand of the Métis people. Unsurprisingly, the Canadian Pacific Railway’s transcontinental
line was completed nine days before Riel’s execution.

(Ed. comment: Tariff crises are not new:)

1897 Finance Minister Joseph Fielding brings in a heavy tariff, but with reciprocal provisions;
Fielding Tariff contains 25% preference for British & Empire imports. Ottawa, Ontario

1898 Tariffs — End of 1865 British-German tariff treaty means no more preference for German
goods. Ottawa, Ontario

1899 Tariffs — Financial panic in Montréal; due to recession brought on by higher world tariffs.
Montréal, Québec

1907 Strike by Springhill coal miners; will last for three months. Springhill, Nova Scotia

1914 First World War — Duke of Connaught formally offers services of Canadian troops to
assist Britain; offer accepted August 6, 1914. London, England

1930 Aviation — British airship R-100 makes a successful, and very fast, mooring at St-Hubert
shortly after sunrise, after crossing Atlantic in 78 hours, 51 minutes; the First passenger-carrying
flight from England to Canada set out on July 29, 1930, with 37 crew members and six
passengers on board, including the recently knighted Sir Charles Dennistoun Burney and Nevil
Shute Norway. The transatlantic passage was smooth but near I’fle aux Coudres, the airship was
badly buffeted by shifting winds which tore holes in three of her fins, so that the engines had to
be stopped for eight hours to make repairs. The people of Québec City then cheered and waved
as the airship flew overhead; nearing Montréal the following morning the R-100 had to fly
through thunder clouds, and strong updrafts caused more damage to the fabric of the fins.
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Montréal gave the R-100 a wild welcome, and over a million people visited her at St-Hubert over
the next ten days before she left for Toronto. St-Hubert, Québec

1940 World War II — Part of the 2nd Canadian Division reaches Britain. Liverpool, England

1940 World War II — Beginning of the Battle of Britain between the RAF and the German
Luftwaffe; 80 Canadian pilots will participate in the Battle, which ends September 17, 1940.
Liverpool, England

1941 World War II — Wartime rationing forces the Prince Albert Restaurant Association to raise
coffee prices from 5¢ cents/cup to 6¢ cents/cup. Prince Albert, Saskatchewan

1942 Coinage — Finance Minister says 5¢ coin will be changed to a copper-zinc alloy (Tombac),
12-sided to help distinguish it from 1¢ and 25¢ coins; change in metal to preserve nickel supplies
for wartime steel making. Ottawa, Ontario

1942 Parliament passes the Veterans Land Act (VLA) to provide settlement assistance to
returning vets. Ottawa, Ontario

1944 Parliament passes Family Allowances Act; monthly baby bonuses to parents of children
under 18. Ottawa, Ontario

1957 Defence — The US and Canada reach an agreement to create NORAD — the North
American Air Defense Command — to meet the threat from Soviet bombers. Washington, DC

1959 Georges Vanier appointed Governor General of Canada; First French Canadian to hold the
post; serves from September 15, 1959. Ottawa, Ontario (Ed. Comment: Vanier served with
distinction as an officer with le Royale Vingt-deuxieme Regiment du Canada (R22eR). He lost his
right leg during the Hundred Days Campaign in 1918. For his courage and leadership in the
war, Vanier won the Military Cross and the Distinguished Service Order. After the war, Vanier
entered the diplomatic service in 1921, as aide-de-camp to Governor General Julian Byng (the
British general who had commanded the Canadian Corps at Vimy Ridge).

1974 Parliament passes the Elections Act, limiting campaign contributions. Ottawa, Ontario

1985 US Coast Guard icebreaker Polar Sea leaves Greenland for a voyage through the
Northwest Passage and Canada’s Arctic waters without Canadian permission.

2012 Agriculture — Canadian Wheat Board ceases to be the sole purchaser and marketer of
Canadian wheat in western Canada; under Bill C-18, “An Act to reorganize the Canadian Wheat
Board and to make consequential and related amendments to certain Acts,” otherwise known as
the Marketing Freedom for Grain Farmers Act, passed December 15, 2011. Winnipeg, Manitoba

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/08-01

2 August highlights
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1858 British government passes An Act to provide for the Government of British Columbia, 1858
(21 Vict., ¢.99), creating the separate Crown Colony of British Columbia ruled by Governor
James Douglas; resolution will be published and proclaimed on November 3, 1858; New
Westminster named as the capital; includes the mainland (named New Caledonia by Simon
Fraser) and the Queen Charlotte Islands; the Hudson’s Bay Company monopoly in New
Caledonia is cancelled. Douglas is simultaneously Governor of Vancouver Island, granted to the
HBC in 1849 for colonization; the two jurisdictions will unite in 1866, and in 1868 the capital
will move to Victoria. London, England

1909 First passenger flight in Canada made in the Silver Dart at Camp Petawawa in an
evaluation by the Canadian Army; original plane built by the Aerial Experiment Association
formed by Alexander Graham Bell; made First controlled powered flight in Canada February 23,
1909 off the ice at Baddeck, Nova Scotia, by designer J. A. D. McCurdy; apparently the plane
had poor control characteristics compared to the models designed by Glen Curtiss. Pembroke,
Ontario

1922 Alexander Graham Bell dies at his Beinn Bhreagh home on Cape Breton Island; audiologist
known as the inventor of the telephone (1876); to mark his death, all telephone service in Canada
is halted for 80 seconds on August 4, 1922, starting at 6:25 pm Baddeck, Nova Scotia

1940 Second World War - Montréal Mayor Camillien Houde attacks national registration for
home defence; advises Québec men not to take part in national registration; arrested for sedition
August 5, 1940. Montréal, Québec

1944 Parliament passes the Family Allowance Act. Ottawa, Ontario
1965 Mrs. Frank Walton Killam leaves estate to University of Alberta ($6 million), Dalhousie
University ($10 million), UBC ($4 million); also Halifax Children’s Hospital and Montréal

Neurological Institute. Halifax, Nova Scotia

1968 Ministry of Transport announces new international airport near Montréal (Mirabel), and
expansion of Toronto International Airport. Ottawa, Ontario

1972 Arctic Waters Pollution Prevention Act makes ship and cargo owners fully liable for
pollution. Ottawa, Ontario

1991 Viking replica ‘Gaia’ reaches Norse settlement site for 1,000th anniversary of Leif
Eriksson’s landing; Vinland Revisited expedition left Norway May 17, 1991. L’ Anse aux

Meadows, Newfoundland

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/08-02

3 August highlights

1527 Captain John Rut reports to King Henry VIII about conditions in Newfoundland and
Labrador; the First recorded letter from the New World to the Old. St. John’s, Newfoundland
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1583 Humphrey Gilbert arrives off Newfoundland with his ships Delight, Golden Hind, Swallow
and Squirrel; will enter St. John’s Harbour two days later to claim Newfoundland for Queen
Elizabeth I of England. Newfoundland

1751 Bartholemew Green builds the First printing press in Canada; to print the Halifax Gazette.
Halifax, Nova Scotia

1751 Comte de Raymond arrives at Louisbourg to serve as Governor of ile Royale (Cape Breton
Island); serves until October 1753. Louisbourg, Nova Scotia

1860 Joseph Howe sworn in as Premier of Nova Scotia, succeeding William Young. Halifax,
Nova Scotia

1871 James Morris signs Treaty No. I (Stone Fort Treaty) at Lower Fort Garry on behalf of
Queen Victoria with the Saulteaux, Swampy Crees (Red River) and Chippewas. Selkirk,
Manitoba

1876 Alexander Graham Bell holds the world’s First definitive telephone tests, and makes the
First intelligible telephone call from building to building, at Mount Pleasant, near Brantford; in a
one-way transmission, he hears his uncle David Bell recite Hamlet’s ‘to be or not to be...’
Brantford, Ontario

1914 First World War - The BC government, fearful of German raids and Canadian government
inaction, buys two submarines from a US shipbuilder for its own private navy; the subs are
purchased by the federal government two days later for the Canadian naval force. Victoria, BC

1914 First World War - To manage wartime finances and conserve the gold supply, the
Government suspends coined money payments; bank notes are to be considered legal tender,
instead of being redeemable for gold. Ottawa, Ontario

1918 First World War - Billy Bishop awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC); Canadian
flying ace recently downed 25 German planes in 12 days, bringing his total to 72. London,
England

1942 Second World War - RCN Corvette ‘HMCS Sackville’ sinks U-boat in Atlantic; one of four
Royal Canadian Navy kills in five weeks. North Atlantic

1944 Second World War - British General Bernard Montgomery orders Canadian General Harry
Crerar to launch an attack towards Falaise, France to try and link up with the Americans, and trap
retreating German armour pouring through the Falaise Gap; the Canadian Army was still stalled
on low ground below Verrieres Ridge; General Guy Simonds launches Operation Totalize and
uses artificial moonlight and armoured personnel carriers against the Panzers; until August 9,
1944. Normany, France
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1958 US Navy Commander William Anderson sails the US nuclear-powered submarine Nautilus
across the North Pole under water at 11:15 pm, saluting his crew with the toast: For the world,
Our Country, and the Navy - the North Pole; the First vessel to make the passage, Nautilus left
Pearl Harbor on July 23, 1958 on Operation Sunshine, a top-secret voyage not publicized until
later in the month; the mission leads to discussions about using submarines for Arctic supply in
the Canadian north. Arctic Ocean

1961 Cooperative Commonwealth Federation (CCF) changes name to the New Democratic Party
(NDP); chooses Tommy Douglas as party leader on first ballot, replacing Hazen Argue, winning
1391 votes, to Argue’s 380. Ottawa, Ontario

1981 Canadian dollar settles at US 80.53¢, after dropping as low as US 80.43¢; lowest rate of
exchange since December, 1931 low of US 80.08¢.

2000 Justice - RCMP files charges against Michael Calce, a 16-year-old Montréal hacker using
the handle Mafiaboy; arrested for bringing down several major commercial websites, including
CNN.com, Amazon.com, eBay and Yahoo, using denial-of-service attacks which cost the
companies more than a billion dollars. He pleads guilty on January 18, 2001. Montréal, Québec
See *CBC Interview with George Stromboulopoulos

August 3 - Canadian Navy sailors drop from helicopters and take over the GTS Katie, a private
American freighter, that held 3 Canadian soldiers and $250 million in military equipment that
was being returned from Kosovo. The freighter had refused to dock over a payment dispute.
Halifax, Nova Scotia

2005 Paul Martin announces that Radio Canada journalist Michaélle Jean will be appointed the
next Governor General of Canada. Ottawa, Ontario

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/08-03

4 August highlights

1637 Huron council blames smallpox epidemic on the sorcery of the black robes (Jesuits).
Ontario

1689 War party of 1,500 Iroquois attacks Lachine, upriver from Ville-Marie (Montréal), burning
houses and killing settlers over a two day period; estimates of the dead range from 25 to 40; it is
likely that 90 settlers were captured by the Iroquois, and never returned. Lachine, Québec

1701 Louis de Calliéres signs a general treaty of peace with 38 Huron and Iroquois chiefs; “The
Great Peace of Montreal” ends 14 years of fighting. Montréal, Québec

1769 Prince Edward Island comes into being as the British Crown separates the Island of St.
John from Nova Scotia. The new colony, population 250, is given a governor, lieutenant-
governor, executive and legislative councils, a Supreme Court and civil service, and plans are
made for a legislative assembly. Charlottetown, PEI
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1910 Surplus British Royal Navy cruiser becomes HMCS Rainbow, the First ship commissioned
by the Royal Canadian Navy. Halifax, Nova Scotia

1914 First World War - Britain declares herself and her Empire at war with Germany and
Austria-Hungary when Germany invades Belgium; Canada automatically enters the War on
Britain’s declaration; Canada will vote to spend $50 million to raise an army; the US proclaims
neutrality. Ottawa, Ontario

1944 Second World War - Canadian Generals Harry Crerar and Guy Simonds prepare to launch
Operation Totalize with 3 exhausted infantry divisions, and 2 armoured divisions: (4th Canadian
and the 1st Polish); to attack towards Falaise, France on the 8th, bolster the American advance to
the west and trap retreating German armour. Five German divisions scatter before the American
front, seven in battle with the Canadians, 19 massed between the Vire and Orne rivers. On
August 6, 1944, Adolf Hitler will order his Panzer divisions to counter-attack. Normandy, France
August 4 - Second World War - RAF Squadron Leader Ian Bazalgette of Calgary, Alberta, is shot
down over France in his Lancaster bomber during an incendiary raid on a German missile launch
pad near Beauvais; with both starboard engines hit by anti-aircraft fire, he continues to guide his
squadron to their target; after dropping his bombs, the fuel tank explodes, and he orders his crew
to bail out; he stays at the controls and guides the Lancaster away from the village of Senantes
before it crashes, killing him and two comrades. Bazalgette will be awarded the Victoria Cross
posthumously; the the only Alberta-born VC; a junior high school in Calgary is named in his
honour. Beauvais, France

1950 Korean War - Canada decides to send 4,000 soldiers to Korea to assist the UN Force.
Ottawa, Ontario

1960 Canadian Bill of Rights approved by Commons; launched by John Diefenbaker, the Bill
receives Royal Assent August 10, 1960; it sets out Canadian civil rights and freedoms in written
form and obliges the government to guarantee them; applies only to federal law because it is not
in the constitution; precursor to Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, entrenched in the
Canadian Constitution in 1982. Ottawa, Ontario

1998 The Governments of British Columbia, Canada and the Nisga’a settle land claim; nearly
2,000 square kilometres of land in the Nass River valley is officially recognized as Nisga’a, and
a 300,000 cubic decameter water reservation is also created. The agreement also creates the Bear
Glacier Provincial Park; first formal treaty signed by a First Nation in British Columbia since the
Douglas Treaties in 1854; given Royal Assent April 13, 2000. Victoria, BC

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/08-04

5 August highlights
1583 Humphrey Gilbert enters St. John’s Harbour with his ships Delight, Golden Hind, Swallow

and Squirrel, and reads a Royal Charter claiming the lands 200 miles around St. John’s for Queen
Elizabeth I, thereby founding the First English colony in North America; one of his first acts as
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Governor is to grant shore rights to 36 foreign fishing vessels; on his return trip to England, he
was lost in the little 10-ton Squirrel in a storm off the Azores; Gilbert was the half brother of Sir
Walter Raleigh, and was knighted in 1570 for his service in the campaigns in Ireland; his 1576
Discourse about the North West Passage inspired the voyages of Martin Frobisher and John
Davis. St. John’s, Newfoundland

1689 Band of 1,500 Iroquois surround the village of Lachine during a violent thunderstorm and
set fire to the houses; they then massacre 24 inhabitants and kidnap 90; 42 of the 90 are never
seen again; they also kill about 200 more settlers and capture 100 in raids in the vicinity.
Lachine, Québec

1756 French and Indian War - Marquis de Montcalm sets out from Fort Frontenac to attack
British post of Fort Ontario across Lake Ontario. Kingston, Ontario

1822 Imperial Trade Act forbids Lower Canada from imposing new duties without Upper
Canada approval; regulates trade battle between Upper and Lower Canada. London, England

1846 Oregon Treaty (Buchanan-Pakenham Treaty) proclaimed; establishes the 49th Parallel as
the Boundary west from the Rocky Mountains; ratified July 17. Washington, DC

1914 First World War - Canada joins the rest of the British Empire in the war on Germany; the
day after the German invasion of Belgium. Ottawa, Ontario

1940 Second World War - Montreal Mayor Camilien Houde arrested by RCMP for sedition due
to his anti-conscription rhetoric; because of his fascist sympathies he will be interned at Camp

Petawawa for the rest of the war under the War Measures Act. Montreal, Quebec

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/08-05

6 August highlights
1654 Robert Sedgwick captures Port Royal. Port Royal, Nova Scotia

1914 First World War - Government bans export of food, coal, military and naval stores; except
to Britain, Japan, France, Russia, and US allies. Ottawa, Ontario

1942 Second World War - Canadian destroyer HMCS Assiniboine pursues and rams German
submarine U-210 in the fog, finally sinking her with a 4.7-inch shell. North Atlantic August 6 -
Second World War - HMCS Kenora is commissioned. Esquimalt, BC

1943 Second World War - Canadian Army First Infantry Division and First Tank Brigade go into
reserve; after victory in Sicily. Sicily, Italy

1974 Canadian peacekeeper killed during Greek-Turkish fighting on Cyprus. (Ed. Comment. Pte.
Joseph Lionel Gilbert Perron of ler Commando, Canadian Airborne Regiment was killed this
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day. Pte Joseph Jean Claude Berger and Pte Michel Levesque were killed during the fighting and
17 other Canadians were wounded).

1990 Canada agrees to join trade embargo against Iraq ordered by UN Security Council; fear of
similar aggression toward Saudi Arabia. United Nations, New York

1996 Catherine Callbeck resigns as Premier of Prince Edward Island; First woman elected head
of a provincial government. Charlottetown, PEI

Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/08-06

7 August highlights
1858 Ottawa officially becomes capital of the Province of Canada. Ottawa, Ontario

1867 Federal Election - John A. Macdonald starts campaigning for First general elections
following Confederation; election lasts until September 20, 1867.

1914 First World War - 9th Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force is raised in Edmonton.
Edmonton, Alberta (Ed. comment: The unit received the following battle honours: Ypres 1915, 17

Mount Sorrel, Arras 1917, '18, Amiens, Festubert, 1915, Somme, 1916, Hill 70, Hindenburg
Line, and Pursuit to Mons. The unit was disbanded by the authority of Privy Council Order
2545 of 15 September 1917, and perpetuation was granted to The Edmonton Fusiliers.) Source:
https://www.canadiansoldiers.com/regiments/cef/009battalion.htm The Edmonton Fusiliers are
now incorporated by amalgamation in the South Alberta Light Horse, which continues to
perpetuate the 9th Battalion, CEF.

1929 Immigration - Ottawa bans immigrants from entering Canada under labour contracts,
except farm or domestic workers. Ottawa, Ontario

1950 Korean War - Cabinet decides to recruit and create a special Canadian armed force of 5,000
men for service with United Nations in Korea. Ottawa, Ontario

1959 Don Messer and the Islanders start their national TV career with The Don Messer Show, a
summer replacement series on CBC; it proved so popular it was kept on for the next decade as
Don Messer’s Jubilee; CBC’s cancellation of the show in 1969 sparked national protests and
raised questions in the House of Commons; Messer’s agent put the show into syndication, and it
continued until his death in 1973. Halifax, Nova Scotia

1975 Pierre Trudeau announces that Canada will seek agreement to set up 370 km (200-mile)
economic coastal zone. Ottawa, Ontario

1997 Canadian Space Agency astronaut Bjarni Tryggvason flies aboard the NASA Space Shuttle.
Cape Canaveral, Florida
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Other: https://todayincanadianhistory.com/08-07

August in World History Highlights

https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/august.htm
https://www.history.co.uk/articles/major-historical-anniversaries-in-august
https://www.historyoasis.com/post/history-august
https://illuminatingfacts.com/famous-historical-events-for-the-month-of-august/

@RUSI_NS on X I
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca.
To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS).

https://x.com/Murray Brewster

“Rebalancing or retreat? Canada’s peacekeeping heritage S
fades into history. ”

“Carney says Canada involved ‘from the start’ in NATO
spy investigations.”
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Noah's Wonderfully Spectacular UxS Roundup,
(ongoing thread), 27 July 2026; retrieved from:

https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/noahs-
wonderfully-spectacular-uxs

(Ed. comment: a great summation of current UxS
initiatives within the CAF).

#CDPSC

Canada Launches The Canadian Deep Precision Strike
Capability Program
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/canada-
launches-the-canadian-deep

Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook

RUSI(NS) posts may also be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca. To have
something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS).

NATO’s largest medical exercise strengthens Allied
medical readiness

https://www.nato.int/en/news-and-
events/articles/news/2026/06/25/natos-largest-medical-
exercise-strengthens-allied-medical-readiness

Exercise VIGOROUS WARRIOR 2026 "...covered the ﬁJll

treatment and continuity of care across medical units and nations, with the aim to support the
military mission through restoring the health and fighting strength of the fighting force."
Note that NATO has a Centre of Excellence for Military Medicine (NATO MILMED COE).

Other Sources
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https://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/articles/news/2026/06/25/natos-largest-medical-exercise-strengthens-allied-medical-readiness
https://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/articles/news/2026/06/25/natos-largest-medical-exercise-strengthens-allied-medical-readiness
https://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/articles/news/2026/06/25/natos-largest-medical-exercise-strengthens-allied-medical-readiness

#air power

Air Power Comparison HFIGraphics July 21 posted
(https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story fbid=ptbid0283h
x69JdueBsqY79FDdVTwdbqYcbQAxdVxSV2UD7BbEni VNn3tK
HQdjHigGaMot51&amp;id=61586085770040):

AIR POWER COMPARISON 2026
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Farrioers wwry vory Sohey by Souroed

»~ Air Power Comparison 2026 | Australia Canada vs United Kingdom

How do these three advanced air forces compare in 2026? This infographic provides a
side-by-side look at their total aircraft, fighter jets, transport aircraft, trainer aircraft, aerial
tankers, and attack helicopters. While the United Kingdom leads in overall

fleet size and combat aviation, Canada maintains a capable and modern force, and
Australia continues to strengthen its air power with advanced platforms and regional reach.
Air power is more than just numbers—it also depends on technology, pilot training,
logistics, readiness, and operational experience. This comparison offers a snapshot of each
nation&#39;s aerial capabilities based on 2026 defense data.

Disclaimer: This content is intended solely for educational, informational, and analytical
purposes. It explores military technology, defense equipment, and historical or technical
topics using publicly available information. We do not endorse, promote, or glorify
violence, warfare, or any form of armed conflict. Al Generated Visuals for Educational
Use Only #airpower #MilitaryComparison #australia

#canada #unitedkingdom #royalairforce #usa #defense #militaryaviation #fighterjets
#GlobalFirepower #DefenseAnalysis #MilitaryInfographic #Aviation2026
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#Arctic #Canada

#pioneers #yukon

Father Jean-Marie Mouchet, 1980, Hall of Fame, A French Oblate Priest who was part of the
resistance and fought Nazis on a pair of skis, Father Jean-Marie Mouchet carved another
unique path in the Yukon.
https://www.sportyukon.com/past-inductees-list/father-jean-marie-mouchat

#geololgy
The Arctic Ocean Keeps Permafrost Carbon Firmly Locked - Eurasia Review
Source: Eurasia Review : https://share.google/KNjn0eWOQmpAiARNzk

#security

Standing Senate Committee on National Security, Defence and Veterans Affairs

Arctic Security Under Threat: Urgent needs in a changing geopolitical and environmental
landscape: Canada’s North is militarily exposed, economically underdeveloped and threatened
by climate change — while world powers covet its rich resources and Arctic
waterways.https://sencanada.ca/en/info-page/parl-44-1/secd-arctic-defence/

Arctic and Northern Policy Framework: Safety, security, and defence chapter
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1562939617400/1562939658000

National Post @nationalpost 29 Jul osted and RUSI(NS) reposted: Alexander Dalziel and
Sergey Sukhankin: The region can't be ceded to authoritarians

(Opinion: Canada must confront Russia's Arctic aspirations
https://mationalpost.com/opinion/opinion-canada-must-confront-russias-arctic-aspirations)

#ice breakers

USCQG Icebreaker ‘Healy’ Towed Back to Seattle Following ‘Significant Engineering
Casualty’, Malte Humpert, Total Views: 25235, July 24, 2026
https://gcaptain.com/exclusive-uscg-icebreaker-healy-towed-back-to-seattle-following-
significant-engineering-casualty/

A comparison of Canadian (CCG - 9) and American (USCG -3) icebreaking fleets. (Reposted
from A Canadian Outlook):

Canada’s 2026 Arctic season is being carried by nine Coast Guard icebreakers operating from
June through November. The CCG ships will escort vessels, support community resupply,
maintain navigation aids, conduct research and remain available for search-and-rescue and
pollution emergencies.
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?tbid=122133474597233520&set=a.1220981069492335
20&type=3&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=rvOCfUIPflwys3eP&share url=https%3A%2F%2Fww
w.facebook.com%2Fshare%2F19QkH4WRqW%2F%3Fmibextid%3Dww XIfr#
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https://www.sportyukon.com/past-inductees-list/father-jean-marie-mouchat
https://share.google/KNjn0eWQmpAiARNzk
https://sencanada.ca/en/committees/secd/
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https://sencanada.ca/en/info-page/parl-44-1/secd-arctic-defence/
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https://gcaptain.com/exclusive-uscg-icebreaker-healy-towed-back-to-seattle-following-significant-engineering-casualty/
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https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=122133474597233520&set=a.122098106949233520&type=3&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=rv0CfUlPf1wys3eP&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2F19QkH4WRqW%2F%3Fmibextid%3DwwXIfr
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CANADA HAS THE ICEBREAKER FLEET
AMERICA IS STILIL_TRYING TO BUILD

Why nine Canadian icebreakers are heading north in 2026—and
why the fleet works from the Great Lakes to the High Arctic
Canada is deploying nine Coast Guard icebreakers to the Arctic in 2026.

The United States op three polar icebreak Canada’s ad is

not one super-ship: it is a working fleet built for an icebound country

— —

A WORKING FLEET FOR
AN ICEBOUND COUNTRY

Canadian icebreakers open routes, escort ships and
carry people, equipment and science into waters
ordinary vessels cannot safely cross.

CANADA THE ARCTIC ICEBREAKER GAP UNITED STATES
g i ]
2026 ICEBREAKERS

_—
OPEN THE NORTHERN ROUTES

CARRY THE SCIENCE
Icebreakers clear channels and escort cargo ships through Aretic ice. Icebreakers support ocean research, climate monitoring
FOOD = FUEL « VEHICLES * BUILDING MATERIALS A § and mapping of Canada'’s extended continental shelf.

R e TSR

ANSWER WHERE HELP IS FAR AWAY ¢ ; BAY KEEP SOUTHERN TRADE MOVING

Every icebreaker can support search and rescue and 1 In winter, the fleet escorts ships and ferries through the
respond to marine pollution emergencies. N « Great Lakes, St. Lawrence and Atlantic approaches.

THE REPLACEMENT FLEET IS TAKING SHAPE
2 NEW POLAR ICEBREAKERS

YEAR-ROUND HIGH ARCTIC CAPABILITY
. :a’

6 PROGRAM ICEBREAKERS
UP TO 16 MULTI-PURPOSE ICEBREAKERS

These are planned replacement and renewal classes—not a claim that every new ship will be added to the existing fleet.

CANADIAN COAST GUARD ICEBREAKING - ARCTIC DEPLOYMENT 2026

#Arctic #Canada #Port of Churchill

Study looks at options to upgrade the Hudson Bay Railway to unlock northern economic
opportunities. By Andrew Grantham | August 3 2026
https://www.railwaygazette.com/canada/2026/08/03/study-looks-at-options-to-upgrade-the-
hudson-bay-railway-to-unlock-northern-economic-opportunities/
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https://www.railwaygazette.com/author/andrew-grantham/
https://www.railwaygazette.com/canada/2026/08/03/study-looks-at-options-to-upgrade-the-hudson-bay-railway-to-unlock-northern-economic-opportunities/
https://www.railwaygazette.com/canada/2026/08/03/study-looks-at-options-to-upgrade-the-hudson-bay-railway-to-unlock-northern-economic-opportunities/

(reposted from A Canadian Outlook)

Churchill’s strategic advantage begins with something Canada has nowhere else: a
deepwater Arctic port connected directly to the continental rail network.

The corridor is owned by the Arctic Gateway Group, whose shareholders include 29 First
Nations and 12 northern communities.

Federal and Manitoba commitments now total C$262.5 million over five years for railway
repairs, port upgrades and corridor development.

A 2026 agreement with Belgium’s Port of Antwerp-Bruges opened discussions about moving
critical minerals, fertilizer inputs, energy products, containers and Prairie crops into
European markets.

Churchill’s 2026 shipping plans include its first Prairie grain exports since 2020, alongside
potash, critical minerals and supplies for Nunavut.

The railway crosses more than 1,000 kilometres of difficult terrain, and the port still faces a
limited navigation season and expensive northern logistics.

The opportunity here is resilience, giving Canada another route when southern ports, rail
lines or foreign trade relationships become unreliable.

#canada #manitoba #nunavut #belgium

(Source: Transport Canada, Government of Canada, Arctic Gateway Group)

Study looks at options to upgrade the Hudson Bay Railway to unlock northern economic
opportunities
https://www.railwaygazette.com/canada/2026/08/03/study-looks-at-options-to-upgrade-the-
hudson-bay-railway-to-unlock-northern-economic-opportunities/

Ed. comments:

1) From former RUSI (NS) VP Cdr (Ret.) Colin Darlington: “Good move by the Arctic
Gateway Group to get a study done of the railway up to Churchill. Maybe the Department of
National Defence should be asked to establish a railway-focused Reserve element somewhere
along the line. Such units don't exist in Canada, they would have to be envisioned/created,
probably modelled on one of our major allies. It could be an alternative or complement to
having a port defence/security Reserve element established in Churchill itself.”

2) From Ed. (pro tem): Establishing a Primary Reserve unit in or near the Town of Churchill
(pop. 921) will be challenging due to the Town’s extreme remoteness and the “tyranny of

geography.”

a. The nearest Canadian Armed Forces (Regular) base to Churchill, Manitoba, is CFB
Winnipeg, located approximately 1,000 km (620 miles) south of Churchill.

b. 4th Canadian Ranger Patrol Group has a Patrol (est. 1971) and a Juniors Canadian
Rangers Patrol in Churchill.

b. The next nearest Canadian Armed Forces 4th Canadian Ranger Patrol Group unit to
Churchill, MB, is located in Gillam, approximately 270 km (170 mi) to the south, and mid-way
between Churchill and Thomson on the Hudson Bay Railway line. Gillam is a significant
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/canada?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZnU_Hh6_gzN-DcUf3vbPuEvN2eGwP-G9jD3PG6DtxTDYJJWHabnlP-bhFbMcfvbeanRdkaXPx7awG4EdGHqNdIpeymFniRK0fbA1dRQeiqOZKeZyzA6s3889Pwvtiqc2qDNyWuAMMTMPHrKzMw86YCK79G_KlRBI1eD-q-1BQ5dA&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/manitoba?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZnU_Hh6_gzN-DcUf3vbPuEvN2eGwP-G9jD3PG6DtxTDYJJWHabnlP-bhFbMcfvbeanRdkaXPx7awG4EdGHqNdIpeymFniRK0fbA1dRQeiqOZKeZyzA6s3889Pwvtiqc2qDNyWuAMMTMPHrKzMw86YCK79G_KlRBI1eD-q-1BQ5dA&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/nunavut?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZnU_Hh6_gzN-DcUf3vbPuEvN2eGwP-G9jD3PG6DtxTDYJJWHabnlP-bhFbMcfvbeanRdkaXPx7awG4EdGHqNdIpeymFniRK0fbA1dRQeiqOZKeZyzA6s3889Pwvtiqc2qDNyWuAMMTMPHrKzMw86YCK79G_KlRBI1eD-q-1BQ5dA&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/belgium?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZnU_Hh6_gzN-DcUf3vbPuEvN2eGwP-G9jD3PG6DtxTDYJJWHabnlP-bhFbMcfvbeanRdkaXPx7awG4EdGHqNdIpeymFniRK0fbA1dRQeiqOZKeZyzA6s3889Pwvtiqc2qDNyWuAMMTMPHrKzMw86YCK79G_KlRBI1eD-q-1BQ5dA&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.railwaygazette.com/canada/2026/08/03/study-looks-at-options-to-upgrade-the-hudson-bay-railway-to-unlock-northern-economic-opportunities/
https://www.railwaygazette.com/canada/2026/08/03/study-looks-at-options-to-upgrade-the-hudson-bay-railway-to-unlock-northern-economic-opportunities/

community because of the nearby Nelson River Bipole converter station. The Gillam Canadian
Ranger patrol opened January 2002.

c. The nearest town to Churchill is Thomson, Manitoba, population 13, 305 (2021 Census).
Initially supported by nickel mines, Thomson is now also a service hub (e.g., retail, healthcare,

social services), to the surrounding small communities, earning the nickname "The Hub of the
North". Manitoba Provincial Trunk Highway (PTH) 6 ends in Thomson.

d. There is some discussion about extending PTH 6 to Churchill amid the contemporary plans
to expand the Port of Churchill’s capacity. There are 402.57 km (250.15 miles) from
Thompson to Churchill in northeast direction and 323.48 km (201 miles) by car, following the
PR 280 route. Thompson and Churchill are 7 hours 33 mins far apart, if you drive non-stop.
This is the fastest route from Thompson, MB to Churchill, MB. The halfway point is Split Lake,
MB. https.//www.distance-cities.com/ca/distance-thompson-mb-to-churchill-mb

e. The railway runs from Winnipeg to The Pas then (through a siding to NW) to Thomson,
Gillam, and to Bird (a.k.a. Makaso Sakahigan), and then N to Churchill. Much of the railway
route parallels the Nelson River and Provincial Road 280/290 — which ends E of Bird. The
Bird Cree Reserve has a local population of some 200 members (https://www.ktc.ca/fox-lake-
cree-nation), which forms part of Fox Lake Cree Nation (a signatory to the 1910 Adhesion to
Treaty #5). The Via Rail Canada train departs Union Station in Winnipeg for Churchill every
Sunday and Tuesday morning at 9:00 a.m. The train departs Churchill every Thursday and
Saturday. The train ride is approximately 48 hours long — two days and two nights as it covers
1697 kilometres through Manitoba.
(https.//www.travelmanitoba.com/churchill/plan/getting-there/)

#Arctic #International

The USSR Had Nuclear-Powered Lighthouses Lining Its Arctic Coast, And They Became As
Big A Problem As You Can Imagine. Source: IFL Science.
https://www.iflscience.com/the-ussr-had-nuclear-powered-lighthouses-lining-its-arctic-coast-
and-they-became-as-big-a-problem-as-you-can-imagine-84237

Coast Guard icebreaker Healy towed to Washington after engine failure. Source: Navy Times
https://share.google/gF1 VBxvGOJ7w4ExbV

#Arctic #Security #Maritime #Arctic Sentry #Operation LATITUDE
(reposted from A Canadian Outlook)

Operation LATITUDE sends Canadian forces beyond familiar Arctic waters and into the
Bering Sea, where the western approaches to North America meet growing military attention.
The recurring mission includes HMCS Ottawa, HMCS Max Bernays and HMCS Robert
Hampton Gray operating alongside American forces.
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A CP-140 Aurora provides long-range maritime surveillance, helping build a clearer picture of
aircraft and ships approaching the continent from the north.

The mission also includes Canadian special operations personnel and the Coast Guard
icebreaker CCGS Des Groseilliers.

Its activities are coordinated with NATO’s Arctic Sentry framework, connecting Canadian
operations to a wider allied approach across the North. This is the practical side of Arctic
expertise, involving crews, sensors and ships repeatedly operating in difficult waters with
allies.

#canada #unitedstates

(Source: Department of National Defence, Royal Canadian Navy)
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=122133636189233520&i1d=61587005614248
&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=nwUL3CHOQF5XVVUv#

#Arctic Security #NATO

The Arctic and the High North are increasingly important for NATO’s collective security.
Seven of the eight Arctic states are NATO Allies, so the Alliance has a clear interest in
preserving security, stability and cooperation in the region. NATO Allies regularly conduct
exercises in the High North, ensuring that they are ready to defend and operate in all
conditions.

https://www.nato.int/en/what-we-do/deterrence-and-defence/arctic-security

Cooperation in the Arctic and the North Atlantic: Roles to Play by Canada, France, and
Portugal in a Changing Maritime Order
https://ras-nsa.ca/en/cooperation-in-the-arctic-and-the-north-atlantic-roles-to-play-by-canada-
france-and-portugal-in-a-changing-maritime-order/

Arctic security, Updated: 24 July 2026
https://www.nato.int/en/what-we-do/deterrence-and-defence/arctic-security

Enlargement and Article 10. Updated: 03 October 2024
https://www.nato.int/en/what-we-do/partnerships-and-cooperation/enlargement-and-article-10

#Arctic Security #Surveillance #Australia

#canada #australia #arctic

(Source: National Defence, Defence Investment Agency)
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story fbid=122131591335233520&id=61587005614248
&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=RW6c0jfMowtMbbtP#

#Arctic Security #Scandanavia #Australia #Finland # Sweden

Scandinavian first at Exercise Pitch Black 6 August 2026
https://www.defence.gov.au/news-events/news/2026-08-06/scandinavian-first-exercise-pitch-
black
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#Canada #Critical Minerals

Critical Minerals in Canada

Critical minerals are essential to the technologies and industries that power the modern
economy and contribute to a more secure future. With abundant resources, a commitment to
innovation, and a strong track record in environmental stewardship and human rights, Canada
is a global leader in the responsible development of critical minerals.

Critical minerals in Canada - Canada.ca

Canada’s Critical Minerals Strategy - Canada.ca

N.B. Updated Canadian Critical Minerals Strategy — Request for information — Open

Natural Resources Canada is seeking perspectives from rights holders and stakeholders to
inform the development of an updated Canadian Critical Minerals Strategy. Provide your input
by August 14, 2026.

What are Canada's 34 critical minerals? YouTube The University of British Columbia
1.2K views 8 months ago: What are Canada's 34 critical minerals?/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2HZNo2nNr30&t=13s

First and Last Mile Fund

Advancing strategic mining and infrastructure projects that support critical minerals
development in Canada

The First and Last Mile Fund (FLMF) will provide up to $1.5 billion in federal funding until
2030 to support strategic mining and infrastructure projects that are key to developing
Canada’s critical minerals supply chains and getting critical minerals to market. The FLMF
subsumes and builds on the Critical Minerals Infrastructure Fund (CMIF) with an expanded
mandate to support more activities at the upstream and midstream segments of critical
minerals value chains.

The FLMF will provide funding for:
o critical minerals development projects, including infrastructure enabling mining and
processing (transportation and energy), as well as mine-site development
o Indigenous engagement, participation, and capacity building related to critical minerals
development projects funded under the FLMF

Directed application intake:

The FLMF targets strategic projects that align with key Government of Canada priorities.
There is currently no open call for proposals. Instead, Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) will
identify proponents whose projects best align with program objectives and invite them to
submit applications.

First and Last Mile Fund - Canada.ca

https://www.canada.ca/en/campaign/critical-minerals-in-canada/federal-support-for-critical-
mineral-projects-and-value-chains/first-and-last-mile-fund.html
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#Canada #government #military #policy #Chaplain Branch

Revue militaire canadienne
https://www.journal.forces.gc.ca » voll4 » no2 » PDF » CMJ142Ep46.pdf

Canadian Armed Forces Military Personnel Instructions 03/26 — Spiritual reflections in
military settings
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/corporate/policies-standards/canadian-
forces-military-personnel-instructions/spiritual-reflections-in-military-settings.html

(Ed. comment: The CAF maintains that the policy is intended to uphold state religious
neutrality while respecting Charter rights for both religious believers and non-believers).

Sacred shifts: The evolution of Canada’s Chaplain Service, July 29, 2026 — Defence
Stories
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2026/07/sacred-
shifts.html

#reaction #negative
https://canadiancatholicnews.ca/canadian-armed-forces-doubles-down-on-2023-prayer-ban-
faith-leaders-prepare-response/
https://www.todayville.com/edmonton/canadas-new-inclusive-spiritual-reflections-policy-
bans-prayer-at-military-ceremonies/

https:// www.mapleleafnavy.com/chaplains-barred-from-saying-god/
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/brian-dijkema-forcing-religious-neutrality-on-caf-chaplains-
robs-troops-of-support
https://ussanews.com/2026/07/30/canadas-new-inclusive-spiritual-reflections-policy-bans-
prayer-at-military-ceremonies/
https://www.thecountersignal.com/p/military-expands-prayer-ban-strips
https://www.catholicregister.org/item/4235-military-bishop-questions-consultation-on-
chaplain-prayer-policy

#reaction #positive

https://www.bchumanist.ca/military _chaplains_modernize prayers_policy
https://www.humanistcanada.ca/inclusive-spiritual-reflections-during-canadian-armed-forces-
public-functions/

#perspective
(Ed. comment: this is not a new issue):
https://news.rcdos.ca/2023/10/26/militarys-inclusive-directive-excludes-god/

#Canada #government #military #policy #PK ops
Canadian Armed Forces rebalances operations to strengthen global footprint
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https://www.todayville.com/edmonton/canadas-new-inclusive-spiritual-reflections-policy-bans-prayer-at-military-ceremonies/
https://www.mapleleafnavy.com/chaplains-barred-from-saying-god/
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/brian-dijkema-forcing-religious-neutrality-on-caf-chaplains-robs-troops-of-support
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/brian-dijkema-forcing-religious-neutrality-on-caf-chaplains-robs-troops-of-support
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https://news.rcdos.ca/2023/10/26/militarys-inclusive-directive-excludes-god/

From: National Defence News release July 17, 2026 — Ottawa, Ontario — National Defence /
Canadian Armed Forces

The Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) is rebalancing its global operational commitments to
better align resources with evolving defence priorities in an increasingly complex security
environment. This includes closing Operations KOBOLD, SNOWGOOSE, SOPRANO, and
CROCODILE, and reducing its contribution to Operation CALUMET.

Approximately 50-60 CAF members currently assigned to these missions will be progressively
reintegrated into higher-priority roles supporting operations at home and abroad. These
changes will better align CAF resources with current defence priorities, including defending
Canada, supporting the Euro-Atlantic region, and contributing to Indo-Pacific stability. This
approach focuses personnel and capabilities where they have the greatest impact, while
sustaining commitments, maintaining readiness for emerging challenges, and enhancing
operational effectiveness with allies and partners.

Canadian Armed Forces rebalances operations to strengthen global footprint - Canada.ca
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/news/2026/07/canadian-armed-forces-
rebalances-operations-to-strengthen-global-footprint.html

Quick facts (https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/news/2026/07/canadian-
armed-forces-rebalances-operations-to-strengthen-global-footprint.html)

o Although these missions involved relatively small numbers of CAF members, they
were primarily staffed by experienced officers and non-commissioned members whose
leadership, judgment, and institutional experience are critical to sustaining core
capabilities as they are reintegrated into priority operational roles.

e Operation CALUMET (Sinai Peninsula)

Canada has supported the Multinational Force and Observers since 1985. Task Force El
Gorah will reduce from approximately 40 CAF members to approximately 10 by the
end of 2026, maintaining a presence that provides air traffic coordination

and mission-critical flight information in support of the Egypt—Israel Peace Treaty.

e Operation CROCODILE (Democratic Republic of the Congo)

Approximately nine CAF members contribute to the United Nations Organization
Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo, providing expertise in
operations, planning, liaison, and training in support of stabilization efforts.

e Operation KOBOLD (Kosovo)

Since 2008, the CAF has been maintaining a commitment of approximately five CAF
members to support the NATO-led Kosovo Force, providing logistics, headquarters
support, and operational coordination contributing to regional stability in the Western
Balkans.

e Operation SNOWGOOSE (Cyprus)

Canada’s current contribution consists of one senior CAF officer embedded within the
United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus, building on decades of Canadian
leadership in support of stability on the island.

e Operation SOPRANO (South Sudan)

Approximately nine CAF members serve as staff officers and military liaison officers
with the United Nations Mission in South Sudan, providing planning expertise and
operational coordination in a complex security environment.
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#canada #partnerships #space #NATO #STARLIFT #novascotia

(Reposted from A Canadian Outlook) Ottawa has signed a ten-year, $200-million agreement to
lease a dedicated government launch pad at Spaceport Nova Scotia near Canso. Maritime
Launch Services will operate the wider multi-user site, while National Defence and other
federal agencies become anchor customers. At least $180 million of the federal lease payments
must be spent in Canada or with Canadian companies. The location offers clear routes over the
Atlantic for polar and sun-synchronous launches used by Earth-observation, communications
and security satellites.

German rocket company Isar Aerospace plans to build a dedicated pad for its Spectrum
vehicle, with construction beginning in 2026 and orbital launches targeted for 2028.

Canada is also funding three domestic rocket developers as it works toward an initial Canadian
light-launch capability by 2028. Canada has built satellites and space robotics for decades,
and Canso could finally provide a Canadian route from the factory floor to orbit.

#canada #novascotia #germany (Source: Department of National Defence, Maritime Launch
Services, Isar Aerospace)

#China
China’s Sodium Battery Breakthrough Just Made Lithium OBSOLETE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aXIf2dkT5z4

#cyber #Al
Chinese Research Details Distillation for Military Use
https://jamestown.org/chinese-research-details-distillation-for-military-use/

Had to check what 'distillation' in the context of AI means. "Distillation (%11RZ&18) refers to

the practice of training a smaller, cheaper “student” model by using the outputs of a larger
“teacher” model." "Third, and most important, Chinese models built in part from distilling
Western models are being used in military and public security applications."

#drones

Achtung - Drones!
https://democura.substack.com/p/achtung-drones

Iran’s deadliest kamikaze drone yet sends a message to Trump, Story by Akhtar Makoii ®
The Telegraph, 28 July 2026, retrieved from:

https://www.msn.com/en-ca/technology/aviation/iran-s-deadliest-kamikaze-drone-yet-

sends-a-message-to-trump/ar-
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AA28PKrK?ocid=msedgntp&pc=HCTS&cvid=d644350a5d974d2bbd836761cc0f6a05&ei
=82

#drones #Canada #DDI

Government of Canada launches Defence Drone Initiative to strengthen Canada’s
sovereign defence capabilities

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/news/2026/07/government-of-

canada-launches-defence-drone-initiative-to-strengthen-canadas-sovereign-defence-

capabilities.html

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War #warfare

‘This is where democracy beats totalitarianism’: Ukraine’s drone strike force takes the
fight to Russia. By Luke Harding in Ukraine; photographs and video by Alessio Mamo:

https://www.theguardian.com/news/ng-interactive/2026/aug/02/this-is-where-

democracy-beats-totalitarianism-ukraines-drone-strike-force-takes-the-fight-to-russia

Ukraine Ramps Up Drone Strikes in the Sea of Azov and Black Sea
https://jamestown.org/ukraine-ramps-up-drone-strikes-in-the-sea-of-azov-and-black-

sea/

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War #economic warfare

#drones

Iran’s deadliest kamikaze drone yet sends a message to Trump, Story by Akhtar Makoii ¢
The Telegraph, 28 July 2026, retrieved from:

https://www.msn.com/en-ca/technology/aviation/iran-s-deadliest-kamikaze-drone-yet-

sends-a-message-to-trump/ar-
AA28PKrK?ocid=msedgntp&pc=HCTS&cvid=d644350a5d974d2bbd836761cc0f6a05&ei
=82

#drones #Canada #DDI

Government of Canada launches Defence Drone Initiative to strengthen Canada’s
sovereign defence capabilities
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https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/news/2026/07/government-of-

canada-launches-defence-drone-initiative-to-strengthen-canadas-sovereign-defence-

capabilities.html

#36 CBG UACV
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1DK3PDBNSB/?mibextid=wwXIfr

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War #warfare

‘This is where democracy beats totalitarianism’: Ukraine’s drone strike force takes the
fight to Russia. By Luke Harding in Ukraine; photographs and video by Alessio Mamo:

https://www.theguardian.com/news/ng-interactive/2026/aug/02/this-is-where-

democracy-beats-totalitarianism-ukraines-drone-strike-force-takes-the-fight-to-russia

Ukraine Ramps Up Drone Strikes in the Sea of Azov and Black Sea
https://jamestown.org/ukraine-ramps-up-drone-strikes-in-the-sea-of-azov-and-black-

sea/

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War #economic warfare

#doctrine #strategy

The Modern Deep Battle
https://cdrsalamander.substack.com/p/the-modern-deep-battle

Economic Warfare: A Foundation for Twenty-First-Century Strategic Practice
Free 252 page pub: https://press.armywarcollege.edu/monographs/986/

#Royal Canadian Navy #submarines
Column: What the submarine defence contract means for Nova Scotia - The Laker News, 26
July 2026. Source: The Laker News: https://share.google/t3W4Nb1DvggmUhxqd

Canada's Team OMER defends title, sets new record at seventh European International
Submarine Races
https://www.bairdmaritime.com/work-boat-world/other-workboats/canadas-team-omer-
defends-title-sets-new-record-at-seventh-european-international-submarine-races

Human-powered submarines, only capable of low speeds, shallow depths and short distances,
are very likely not a defence and security problem. At this time. But the engagement of civil
society in the research and development of micro submarines, human-powered or otherwise,
means that defence and security agencies have to consider and plan for the appearance of
capable such submarines for nefarious purposes. Semi-submersibles (mis-called 'narco-
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submarines') have already for some time been used for drug smuggling. Historically, such
vessels (‘chariots', Kaiten and the like) were a viable though generally minor threat, with some
significant successes that warranted then and still now that navies develop technology and
practice procedures to counter them.

#Royal Canadian Navy #JSS

CSS Asterix: Canada's Combat Support Ship Must Be Retained
https://canadiandefencereview.com/css-asterix-canadas-essential-combat-support-ship-must-
be-retained/

#Royal Canadian Air Force

#Royal Canadian Air Force #defence procurement

‘Bright’ future: RCAF chief says spike in defence spending is boosting flight times
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/life/sci-tech/2026/07/26/bright-future-rcaf-
chief-says-spike-in-defence-spending-is-boosting-flight-times

(Lieutenant-General, Commander of the Royal Canadian Air Force) "Speiser-Blanchet said
she remains focused on implementing the current plan for the jets and ensuring the force is
working closely with the American military — a relationship she said remains unscathed by all
the drama surrounding Canada-U.S. politics."

(Ed. comment: This article is generally a sound update as to happenings in the RCAF.
However, there is yet to be a clear decision made as to the future of the fighter force which
needs to be clarified as soon as possible.)

#medical #war #medicine

(Ed. comment: Science and pseudo-science are at odds in contemporary military medical
policy formulation.)

According to Secretary Pete Hegseth, "This initiative — it's not about artificial
enhancement....It's about restoring and optimizing your natural capabilities, protecting your
longevity and ensuring you have the biological foundation required to sustain the fight."

But when it comes to testosterone levels, optimization isn't so straightforward. Scientists don't
agree on a single value that is too low. It depends on a person's sex, age and symptoms, among
other factors. Not everyone who receives one blood test showing lower testosterone levels
needs testosterone replacement therapy, which can have benefits but also comes with risks.

Hegseth Is Pushing Testosterone. The VA Has Already Struggled With the Treatment.
“Men who take testosterone will have a reduction in their sperm counts,” one medical
professor said. There’s no stated plan for continuing care. By Austin Campbell
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https://theintercept.com/2026/07/24/hegseth-testosterone-hormone-therapy-veterans-
affairs/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=The%20Intercept%20Newsletter

As Hegseth pursues a 'High-T' military, here's what to know about testosterone replacement
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/as-hegseth-pursues-a-high-t-military-heres-what-to-
know-about-testosterone-replacement

“Operator syndrome”: A unique constellation of medical and behavioral health-care needs of
military special operation forces. By B Christopher Frueh https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6218-
8358 frueh@hawaii.edu, Alok Madan, [...], and Deborah C Beidel+7. Volume 55, Issue 4;
https://doi.org/10.1177/0091217420906659
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0091217420906659

Pete Hegseth should know more testosterone won't make a tougher soldier

Aggression and strength drive testosterone levels, not the other way around.
https://chicago.suntimes.com/other-views/2026/07/25/pete-hegseth-should-know-more-
testosterone-wont-make-a-tougher-soldier-adam-stanaland

(Ed. comment: this article brings out the importance of repetitive training to reinforce
behavior).

Congress demands answers on low testosterone issues among special operators

A range of health issues in the special operations community caused by low testosterone,
dubbed "Operator Syndrome," has drawn congressional attention.

Patty Nieberg, Published Dec 18, 2024 12:51 PM EST.
https://taskandpurpose.com/military-life/low-testosterone-operator-syndrome-sof/

#NATO #Canada

#espionage

Canadian intern at NATO military headquarters in Belgium faces spying charges

Woman suspected of spying on behalf of a 3rd country, with links to criminal organization
Thomson Reuters - Posted: Jul 25, 2026 9:53 AM ADT | Last Updated: July 25
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canadian-intern-nato-spying-9.7283752

#NATO #Canada #NATO Association of Canada

NATO Association of Canada @NATOCanada 27 Jul posted and RUSI(NS) reposted: Maral
Hamzehloo examines how the selection of Germany’s TKMS could help close a critical
undersea capability gap within the Canadian Armed Forces. She argues that the fleet could
strengthen maritime awareness, and Canada’s contribution to continental and North Atlantic
defence. “The Real Test of Canada’s New Submarine Fleet:
https://natoassociation.ca/the-real-test-of-canadas-new-submarine-fleet/
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#NATO #cyber #PSP Project CRAAFT

Terrorist Use of Hybrid Threat Finance Networks by Jessica Davis:
https://staticl.squarespace.com/static/5¢399e8c6€9872149fc4a041/t/6a60c3a3bd5b3647661aa
5e9/1784726435904/2026-07+-+TerroristtUse+of+Hybrid+Threatt+Finance+Networks+-
+JessicatDavies.pdf

#NATO #procurement #STANAG #artillery #GENIFR

“The Fragmentation Lock: Why NATO’s 155 mm Artillery....” (reposted from The Military
Channel (TMC): https://www.facebook.com/themilitarychannelusa):
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=122223648872902462&set=a.122159720312902462

(Ed. comment: This article addresses challenges faced by Ukrainian artillerists in accepting a
wide variety of donated artillery equipment and ammunition. The principal argument that
NATO STANAGs fail to address shortfalls in the provision of 155 mm artillery ammunition is,
in my opinion — somewhat overblown. However, I have included the TMC re-post as the
article does explain the numerous challenges in global artillery ammunition standardization
very well. As a retired field artillery officer, I can state that the authors missed one challenge
— that of monitoring the age and chain-of-custody of the propellant charges throughout the
supply chain from the factory floor to being loaded into the breech. (I once witnessed a ‘‘fall-
back” with an incomplete propellant burn when a NATO standard 155mm M107 US
manufactured projectile was fired using old German propellant).

Value added of this article: NATO is moving to standardize new 155 mm artillery ammunition.
“NATO allies unite on 155mm artillery plan to boost firepower flexibility ", Tuesday, 7 July
2026, By The Brussels Times Newsroom; https://www.brusselstimes.com/2219294/nato-allies-
unite-on-155mm-artillery-plan-to-boost-firepower-flexibility

Nine countries — Canada, Czechia, Denmark, Finland, Greece, Norway, Slovakia, Sweden
and Turkey— agreed to work together on a prototype for a generic NATO 155mm munition,
NATO informed on Tuesday 7 July 2026.

The initiative is called the Generic NATO Indirect Fire Round (GENIFR) High Visibility
Project, and it is intended to set parameters for a future 155mm artillery shell that can be used
interchangeably across NATO forces.

Factors to consider in reading articles relating to indirect fire:

While ballistic computers can account for many variables, i.e. target location, target altitude,
observer location, computation of bearing and elevation from individual guns to the target by
range/propellant charge size, meteorological conditions (i.e. wind direction, wind speed,
temperature through trajectory height bands, propellant storage temperature, storage
humidity, ammo manufacturer, projectile weight, projectile geometry, muzzle velocity, barrel
wear, fuze type, primer type, differing firing tables, rotation of the Earth, etc.; these are all
estimates based on past performance of the equipment (i.e. the howitzer), the ammunition, and
its associated firing tables after thousands of trials.

Varied literature addressing the challenges of hitting a target indirectly:
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https://www.facebook.com/themilitarychannelusa
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=122223648872902462&set=a.122159720312902462
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Canadian Armed Forces doctrine manual, B-GL-306-006/FP-001 Field Artillery Volume 6 —
Ballistics and Ammunition (1992)
https://www.scribd.com/doc/132242693/Field-Artillery-Ballistics-and-Ammunition-pdf

Peer-reviewed academic:

Brady, Matilda & Goethals, Paul. (2019). A comparative analysis of contemporary 155 mm
artillery projectiles. Journal of Defense Analytics and Logistics. 3. 171-192. 10.1108/JDAL-
05-2019-0011.

Khalil, Mostafa. (2022). Study on modeling and production inaccuracies for artillery firing.
Archive of Mechanical Engineering. 165-183. 10.24425/ame.2021.139802.

Ohol, R.B., Parshuramkar, T.N. & Thakur, D.G. Investigating the Effect of Abrupt Change in
Geometry on Structural Failure of Artillery Projectile 155 mm. J Fail. Anal. and Preven. 24,
674—-684 (2024). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11668-024-01872-3

Industry technical journals:

The NATO ammunition interchangeability challenge in the land domain, by Osman Tasman,
13. January 2026;
https://euro-sd.com/2026/01/articles/exclusive/48446/the-nato-ammunition-
interchangeability-challenge-in-the-land-domain/

Comparative Analysis of 155mm Artillery Ammunition Development and Production in the
Arabian Peninsula, Eastern Europe, and the Far East, by Cagri Dogal Giil, 13 Sep 2025:
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/comparative-analysis-155mm-artillery-ammunition-
development-g%C3%BCl-fgzvf

NATO Signs $1.2B Artillery Shell Deal, Photo of Staff Writer With AFP Staff Writer With AFP
Follow on XJanuary 23, 2024; https.//thedefensepost.com/2024/01/23/nato-artillery-shell-
deal/

M795 Projectile 155mm High Explosive HE:
https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/systems/munitions/m795.htm

Defense journalism.

EU defense agency streamlines 155mm shell certification/NewsArmy. By Dylan Malyasov,
Mar 30, 2026,

Need a LFT?. By Mr. Paul ManzMarch 14, 2017;
https://www.army.mil/article/184291/need_a_lft
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https://thedefensepost.com/2024/01/23/nato-artillery-shell-deal/
https://thedefensepost.com/2024/01/23/nato-artillery-shell-deal/
https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/systems/munitions/m795.htm
https://www.army.mil/article/184291/need_a_lft

All that to say — it is worth the time to read in depth if you come across a Facebook channel
making definitive pronouncements.

#NATO #USA
NATO 3.0: How will the United States adapt its military posture in Europe?
https://www.britainsworld.org.uk/p/the-memorandum-35-2026

#Russia

Russia debuts anti-Starlink EW system that can blind terminals by overloading 'satellites'
receiving antennas' News By Efosa Udinmwen Published August 2, 2026

Russia’s Volna Kupol Garant takes down Starlink satellites
https://www.techradar.com/pro/russia-debuts-anti-starlink-ew-system-that-can-blind-terminals-
by-overloading-satellites-receiving-antennas

#Russia — Ukraine Conflict

“This is where democracy beats totalitarianism’: Ukraine’s drone strike force takes the fight to
Russia. By Luke Harding in Ukraine; photographs and video by Alessio Mamo:
https://www.theguardian.com/news/ng-interactive/2026/aug/02/this-is-where-democracy-
beats-totalitarianism-ukraines-drone-strike-force-takes-the-fight-to-russia

Four Years On: An Update on the Air War Over Ukraine
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/four-years-update-air-
war-over-ukraine

Russia's War in Ukraine and Modern Warfare: Strategy, Tactics, and Technology
free PDF book: https://academic.oup.com/book/63147

Zelenskyy unveils roadmap for Ukraine's ballistic missile and air defense

Story by Liliana Oleniak, * 2h 6 Aug 2026

Ukrainians possess the necessary scientific foundation and expertise

Only a very small number of countries in the world have succeeded in creating their own
ballistic systems and developing anti-ballistic systems. Ukraine will be capable of doing so
very soon, according to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Zelenskyy unveils roadmap for Ukraine's ballistic missile and air defense
https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/other/zelenskyy-unveils-roadmap-for-ukraine-s-ballistic-
missile-and-air-defense/ar-
AA29x811?0cid=msedgntp&pc=HCTS&cvid=6a74ce0200184ed8aae32{3c93e49442&ei=25

#USA-Iran Conflict

#US foreign policy #realist perspective #Mearsheimer

(Ed. comment: I am not familiar with this small independent web content creator. However, [
include two back- to-back video (28-29 July 2026) interviews for their purported realist
perspective from a well-known IR scholar):
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https://x.com/ZelenskyyUa/status/2085330667395510340
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https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/other/zelenskyy-unveils-roadmap-for-ukraine-s-ballistic-missile-and-air-defense/ar-AA29x8l1?ocid=msedgntp&pc=HCTS&cvid=6a74ce0200184ed8aae32f3c93e49442&ei=25
https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/other/zelenskyy-unveils-roadmap-for-ukraine-s-ballistic-missile-and-air-defense/ar-AA29x8l1?ocid=msedgntp&pc=HCTS&cvid=6a74ce0200184ed8aae32f3c93e49442&ei=25

DISCLAIMER:

This video is an independent documentary and educational commentary presentation produced
by The Realist Lens. We are not officially affiliated with, endorsed by, or directly representing
Professor John Mearsheimer or the University of Chicago. All audio and visual materials are
used under Fair Use guidelines for political commentary, criticism, and educational analysis.

1) “John Mearsheimer - US Losing to Iran! Pentagon Prepares for Wider War Amid Build-
Up” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-7Pwz4 18U
11,468 views 29 Jul 2026 #JohnMearsheimer #WorldOrder #USForeignPolicy

In this video, we dive deep into the latest geopolitical shifts, great power competition, and
international relations through the framework of Offensive Realism, featuring insights and
analysis from Professor John Mearsheimer.

124,788 views 28 Jul 2026 #JohnMearsheimer #WorldOrder #USForeignPolicy
John Mearsheimer - Trump's FATAL Mistake? How Iran DEPLOYED Massive Damage on
the US! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qIDUuMOuWek

Content Creator mission statement:

As global conflicts evolve, understanding the structural behavior of great powers is critical.
We break down the strategic foreign policy decisions of the United States, China, Russia, and
NATO, explaining why nations act the way they do on the world stage. How do power
dynamics and realist theory predict the future of global warfare and diplomacy? Watch the full
analysis to find out.

ABOUT PROFESSOR JOHN MEARSHEIMER:

John J. Mearsheimer is the R. Wendell Harrison Distinguished Service Professor of Political
Science at the University of Chicago. He is one of the world’s leading international relations
scholars and the premier architect of Offensive Realism, widely known for his authoritative
analysis on global hegemony, foreign policy strategy, and great power conflicts.

#wargaming #Millenium Challenge 2002
(Reposted from “Untold American Legends: https://www.facebook.com/americanhistora and
https://www.facebook.com/share/1 EvsK2YRnM/?mibextid=wwXIfr):

In 2002, the Pentagon staged one of the largest and most ambitious war games in U.S. military
history. Millennium Challenge 2002 involved roughly 13,500 participants and reportedly cost
around $250 million. It was designed to explore how America's increasingly networked,
technology-driven military might perform against an unconventional adversary.

The exercise divided forces into Blue, representing the United States, and Red, representing a
fictional regional opponent in the Persian Gulf. Red was commanded by retired Marine
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Lieutenant General Paul Van Riper, a veteran officer known for challenging conventional
thinking. Instead of fighting the technologically superior Blue Force on Blue's terms, Van
Riper deliberately looked for ways to make its (Ed. comment: technological) advantages less
useful. His deeper criticism was that a supposedly free-thinking adversary became constrained
once its behavior threatened the exercise's intended outcomes. That distinction matters because
Millennium Challenge has itself accumulated mythology. Some popular retellings simplify it
into "one retired Marine destroyed the U.S. military in ten minutes." Reality was more
complicated: the exercise combined live operations, computer simulation, experimentation,
and predetermined training requirements, and aspects of Van Riper's tactics and the
simulation's modeling remain disputed.

(Ed. comment: this vignette is an interesting of how premature closure, anchoring bias, and a
tendency to underestimate an adversary work in a supposed free play exercise. The author
emphasizes that “The most dangerous opponent isn't necessarily the one with better
technology. Sometimes it's the one willing to fight a completely different war.”” There are
obvious parallels with the current USA-Iran conflict.

Odds and Sods

CENTRAL AFRICA AND AFRICA-WIDE STRATEGIC INFLUENCE ASSESSMENT
Memorandum for the RUSI(NS) Security Affairs Committee

5 August 2026

SUBJECT: Assessment of Emerging Health-Security, Humanitarian, Electoral, Diplomatic,

Economic, and Strategic Influence Developments Across Africa During Early August 2026

References: A. Open-source reporting collected through 5 August 2026 from the World
Health Organization, United Nations, Reuters, Associated Press, Africa Intelligence, United
States Department of State, regional government reporting, investigative reporting, and
associated international media.

B. Open-Source Intelligence (OSINT) assessment.

Purpose

A. The purpose of this memorandum is to assess major health-security, humanitarian,
electoral, diplomatic, economic, and foreign-influence developments observed across Africa

during early August 2026.

B. The assessment examines the Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the
threatened siege of El Obeid, Zambia’s election, alleged Russian information operations,
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Chinese infrastructure and mineral engagement, and renewed United States and French
diplomatic activity.

Executive Assessment

A. Africa’s strategic environment is increasingly shaped by the convergence of public-health
emergencies, armed conflict, electoral pressure, critical-resource investment, information
warfare, and external influence.

B. Five principal developments are evident:

(1) The Ebola outbreak in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo continues expanding
while insecurity, inadequate funding, weak surveillance, and labour disputes constrain the
response.

(2) Approximately 500,000 civilians in and around El Obeid remain at serious risk from Rapid
Support Forces pressure, drone warfare, disrupted supply routes, and declining humanitarian
access.

(3) Zambia’s 13 August election will test whether macroeconomic recovery has translated into
public confidence amid concerns over employment, living costs, energy reliability, and
governance.

(4) Russia continues employing military, political, commercial, and information instruments,
while allegations concerning Africa Politology suggest renewed covert influence activity
coordinated through an identifiable personnel and financing structure.

(5) China is strengthening its position through healthcare infrastructure in Mozambique,
lithium processing in Zimbabwe, and long-term political and military relationships.

C. Strategic influence increasingly depends upon the ability to integrate humanitarian
response, infrastructure, information, political access, and critical-resource investment.

Democratic Republic of the Congo Ebola Emergency

A. The Ebola outbreak in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo continues to expand. By
30 July, reporting recorded 3,605 confirmed cases and 1,587 deaths. Figures available through
5 August placed the total at approximately 3,874 cases and 1,751 deaths.

B. Ituri remains the principal centre of transmission. Surveillance weaknesses, infections
outside known transmission chains, armed insecurity, delayed diagnosis, population
movement, limited treatment capacity, and unpaid health workers continue undermining the
response.

C. Assessment. The outbreak is both a public-health emergency and a test of state capacity.
Without stronger surveillance, treatment access, compensation for health workers, community
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engagement, and regional coordination, transmission is likely to continue outpacing
containment efforts.

Confidence Assessment: High.
Sudan and the Threatened Siege of El Obeid

A. Approximately 500,000 civilians remain at risk as the Rapid Support Forces intensify
pressure around El Obeid, a major transport, administrative, and humanitarian hub connecting
central Sudan with Darfur and western regions.

B. Drone attacks, shelling, damaged infrastructure, and threatened supply routes are reducing
access to water, food, healthcare, and shelter. Loss of the city would strengthen RSF territorial
connectivity and further divide Sudan into competing zones of control.

C. Assessment. El Obeid is the most immediate conflict-related warning indicator in the
current period. Even without a full assault, siege conditions are likely to increase casualties,
displacement, and institutional collapse.

Confidence Assessment: High.
Zambia General Election

A. Zambia is scheduled to hold presidential and parliamentary elections on 13 August 2026.
President Hakainde Hichilema is seeking a second term against an opposition field led by
Brian Mundubile.

B. Hichilema benefits from debt restructuring, moderating inflation, renewed copper
investment, and improved international confidence. However, unemployment, household
costs, electricity reliability, and governance concerns remain politically significant.

C. Assessment. Hichilema remains favoured, but the election should not be treated as
predetermined. The central issue is whether economic stabilization has produced visible
domestic benefits while preserving democratic legitimacy.

Confidence Assessment: Moderate to High.
Russian Information and Political Influence Networks

A. Recent reporting attributes a renewed Russian political-influence network known as Africa
Politology to individuals linked to Russian intelligence, political consulting, Wagner-
associated projects, and influence activity across several African states. Investigative reporting
indicates that elements of Prigozhin’s former influence apparatus were subsequently brought
under the supervision of Russia’s Foreign Intelligence Service.

B. Alleged activities include disinformation, covert media financing, support to pro-Russian
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political actors, social-media manipulation, espionage, political analysis, election-related
influence, and efforts to weaken Western governments, humanitarian organizations, opposition
parties, and United Nations operations.

C. Ukrainian Defence Intelligence has identified the following individuals as holding alleged
leadership, analytical, operational, financial, or media roles within the network:

(1) Dmitry Fadeev, described as a former first deputy director of the Russian Foreign
Intelligence Service who allegedly coordinated the network’s transition under direct Kremlin
control.

(2) Ilya Savelyev, identified as Executive Director of the Centre for the Study of Socio-
Political Problems in Africa and an alleged operational intermediary between the Foreign
Intelligence Service and Africa Politology.

(3) Sergey Klyushkin, identified as head of the network’s analytical department and
responsible for sociological research and political analysis in targeted states.

(4) Sergey Mashkevich, described as responsible for expanding the network’s African
influence and negotiating funding with the Foreign Intelligence Service. He was reportedly
previously involved in Prigozhin-linked projects in Sudan.

(5) Alexey Shilov, identified as a specialist in political influence and election campaigns.

(6) Taras Pribashin, reportedly connected to operations in Syria, the United States, Europe,
Madagascar, Zimbabwe, and the Central African Republic.

(7) Nikolai Radkovsky, identified as head of information operations.

(8) Yulia Afanasyeva-Bereg, described as coordinator of African projects and previously
subject to United States sanctions connected to electoral interference.

(9) Ksenia Soboleva, reportedly responsible for coordinating false Facebook accounts and
financing pro-Russian Telegram channels.

(10) Dmitry Volkov, identified as responsible for operations in Bolivia since July 2024,
indicating that the organization’s activities may extend beyond the African theatre. These
identities and functions originate principally from Ukrainian intelligence reporting and should
therefore be treated as attributed allegations pending wider independent corroboration.

D. Reporting further alleges that front companies, including JSC Inter and LLC Intertechtrade,
and cash-based transfer mechanisms are used to conceal funding, obscure the role of Russian
state agencies, and reduce exposure to financial controls. Independent investigative reporting
has separately described an SVR-supervised structure financed through front companies and
involving more than 60 operatives across several regions.
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E. These claims remain partly dependent upon Ukrainian intelligence and investigative
reporting, but they are consistent with previously documented Russian methods involving
intermediaries, political consultants, local media, elite cultivation, covert financing, and
resource-linked relationships. The reported conviction of two Russian nationals in Angola in
July 2026 also illustrates the growing scrutiny directed toward alleged Africa Politology
activity, although those convictions remain subject to appeal.

F. Assessment. Russia’s influence architecture is adapting rather than disappearing. The
identified personnel structure suggests a more institutionalized division of responsibility
encompassing intelligence liaison, political analysis, election influence, media operations,
financing, and country-level implementation. The principal risk is the cumulative effect of
covert media activity, political sponsorship, espionage, security assistance, and financial
networks upon vulnerable institutions. The specific identities, duties, and chains of command
should remain subject to continued corroboration.

Confidence Assessment: Moderate.
Chinese Health-Infrastructure Engagement in Mozambique

A. On 3 August, Mozambique and China marked the groundbreaking of a Chinese-assisted
National Surgical Centre at Maputo Central Hospital. The facility is expected to include
emergency care, medical imaging, laboratories, operating rooms, intensive-care capacity, and
several hundred beds.

B. Assessment. The project addresses a genuine healthcare need while also strengthening
China’s long-term diplomatic visibility, technical relationships, and institutional influence. It
demonstrates that Chinese engagement increasingly extends into essential public services.

Confidence Assessment: High.
Zimbabwe, Lithium, and Chinese Strategic Positioning

A. Zimbabwe continues promoting domestic lithium processing to retain more value from its
mineral resources. Chinese companies remain dominant investors, including Zhejiang Huayou
Cobalt and Sinomine-linked operations.

B. New lithium-processing capacity represents progress toward beneficiation, although current
limitations prevent full domestic processing of all production. China’s influence also extends
through infrastructure, financing, defence contacts, and longstanding political relationships.

C. Assessment. Zimbabwe may gain employment and revenue from beneficiation, but Chinese
ownership and financing provide Beijing with substantial influence over the sector’s pace,
structure, and export direction.

Confidence Assessment: High.
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United States Diplomatic Repositioning

A. Frank W. Garcia Jr., sworn in as United States Assistant Secretary of State for African
Affairs on 1 June 2026, remains in office as of 5 August. His initial engagement has included a
July visit to Nigeria, Cote d’Ivoire, and Mali, placing early emphasis upon security
cooperation, commercial engagement, regional diplomacy, and strategic competition with
China and Russia.

B. Assessment. Washington’s emerging Africa policy appears increasingly focused upon
trade, investment, security partnerships, and strategic access. This may strengthen American
engagement, but credibility could weaken if African priorities are treated principally through
the lens of competition with China and Russia.

Confidence Assessment: High regarding his appointment and official activity; Moderate
regarding the longer-term policy direction.

French Cultural and Commercial Diplomacy in Nigeria

A. France continues seeking private-sector support for cultural diplomacy in Nigeria,
including discussions with billionaire Mike Adenuga concerning financing for a future Institut
Frangais in Abuja.

B. Assessment. The initiative reflects a wider French shift from direct military influence
toward cultural, commercial, educational, and elite-network engagement. Nigeria’s population
and regional influence make it a priority partner.

Confidence Assessment: Moderate to High.
Implications for Canada and Western Partners

A. Intelligence priorities should include the regional spread of Ebola, humanitarian access
around El Obeid, electoral stability in Zambia, covert Russian influence networks, and
Chinese control of strategic infrastructure and mineral processing.

B. The reported Africa Politology structure indicates that intelligence collection should focus
not only upon Russian military deployments but also upon political consultants, media
coordinators, analytical teams, front companies, cash-transfer systems, local journalists, social-
media networks, and intermediaries connecting Russian state agencies to African actors.

C. Canada possesses relevant capabilities in public health, critical minerals, election support,
governance, humanitarian assistance, information resilience, and institutional capacity-
building. These areas offer greater credibility than engagement framed primarily as opposition
to Russia or China.
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D. Western governments should strengthen attribution of foreign information operations while
recognizing that domestic grievances and governance failures remain central drivers of
African political opinion.

Confidence Assessment

A. High confidence is assessed regarding the Ebola outbreak’s trajectory, the threat to El
Obeid, Zambia’s election date, Frank Garcia’s appointment, the Mozambique surgical-centre
project, and China’s role in Zimbabwe’s lithium sector.

B. Moderate to High confidence is assessed regarding the strategic implications of Chinese
infrastructure and mineral engagement and the direction of renewed United States and French
diplomacy.

C. Moderate confidence is assessed regarding the structure, financing, personnel
responsibilities, and operational reach of Africa Politology. The allegations align with known
Russian influence methods and some independent investigative findings, but many specific
details remain derived from Ukrainian intelligence reporting.

Conclusion

A. Africa’s strategic environment in early August 2026 is defined by the intersection of
immediate human insecurity and long-term geopolitical competition.

B. The Ebola emergency and the threatened siege of El Obeid demonstrate how weak
institutions, conflict, and restricted humanitarian access can transform local crises into
regional threats.

C. Zambia’s election will test democratic resilience and whether economic stabilization has
translated into public confidence.

D. Russia continues adapting through political, information, commercial, intelligence, and
security networks. The alleged Africa Politology personnel structure suggests that Moscow is
seeking to institutionalize functions previously associated with Prigozhin-linked networks by
assigning responsibilities for intelligence liaison, political analysis, elections, media
operations, financing, and country-level influence.

E. China is consolidating influence through healthcare infrastructure, military ties, political
relationships, and mineral-processing investment.

F. The United States and France are recalibrating their engagement, but success will depend
upon offering durable partnerships aligned with African priorities.

G. The dominant strategic trend is the integration of health security, humanitarian access,
electoral legitimacy, information influence, covert financing, critical minerals, and
institutional diplomacy. Governments capable of addressing these domains collectively will be
best positioned to shape Africa’s evolving strategic environment.

50/56



Overall Confidence Assessment: Moderate to High.
End of Briefing
Best regards,

PO1 (Ret.) Bob Corbin, CD
SAC Member - RUSI(NS)

SAC Issues to Watch

US-Iran Conflict including Bab al Mandab
Israel Iranian Proxies

Russia-Ukraine Conflict

China and the South China Sea

Trump and Tariffs

India and Pakistan and Pak’s role in China supporting Iran against the US.

#O Canada

Foreign interference from China is not new nor is certain elements of Canada’s political
establishment taking a “rose coloured” view of China’s potential as a reliable and reasonable
partner. It is disturbing as Canada has been under serious attack by China since the early
2000s. The “Three Wars Concept” was defined in 1997 and accepted as policy by the Central
Military Commission of the Communist Chinese Party. China has continued to use economic,
information and psychological warfare to get Canada to accept a more pro-China point of
view at the same time they would hit us economically with a boycott of canola for instance.

Michael Kovrig is no stranger to most Canadians; he certainly knows China at a level that
most Canadians cannot contemplate. His opinions are worthy of note and thought. His
interviews on China can be found on various platforms including You Tube, and LinkedIn. His
comments deserve more attention. The bottom line is China is not a friend and certainly not a
partner one can trust at any level, yet once again, the Canadian Government connects
withChina under the CCP again.

Canada is spending hundreds of billions of dollars on defence over the next several years.
There is much discussion on industrial benefits, improvements to the bottom lines of Provinces
and cities and the industries and businesses within them. What is not being mentioned is why
and what do we want the CAF, CCG, and other security forces to be able to do. We know we
have three areas being mentioned, the Arctic, Eastern Europe and our commitment there and
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the Indo-Pacific. What do we want to be able to do especially if all three locations have issues
at the same time as an example. The discussion amongst Canadians needs to take place
especially if we consider a plan that would see nearly 500 k Canadians in some form of
service. Defence and security are more than expensive programs, industrial benefits and
money all round. It also represents a lot of Canadian volunteers; it potentially means
Canadians will fight and die but we best have a good idea why and what we want them to do.
It is worthy of a lot of thought.

The Canadian fighter program is continuing to be a punching bag for politicians. 88 aircraft is
not enough to meet Canadian domestic requirements let alone foreign deployments. A modern
air force maintains several fleets of combat aircraft each suited to specific roles. Canada needs
both the F 35 and the Gripen. They are complementary in their performance and capabilities.
Neither can do all the job nor does 88 meet the needs of Canada’s defence in the longer term.
The number was picked out years before, but also before the Russian invasion. We need to
think about the numbers and why.

#United States

The war with Iran has been subject on again, off again, on again several times. The mercurial
character of the US President has been confusing to watch. One can only consider what the
Iranians think about his negotiating process. The ones mainly affected are the Arab allies such
as Bahrain, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates have paid a steep price for supporting US
military forces based on their various bases. Iran may be badly damaged, but they have used
all their knowledge and know how to close the Strait of Hormuz, and the Bab al Mandab on
the Red Sea. It has created a major problem for the world’s energy supply affecting 27 % of
the world trade in oil and gas.

If the media is to be believed, Russia and China are providing various types of support to Iran.
One media outlet indicates that Pakistan is providing weapons systems from China. Pakistan
allegedly provides Chinese equipment from their own stocks and China replaces the
equipment. Russia also supports Iran by way of satellite imagery, targeting, post attack
intelligence as well as returning the favour to Iran in the form of various types of drones.
There have been suggestions that this occurs, but the available evidence is weak but it sounds
believable. The US seems to be ignoring the issue.

#Moldova

Moldova is moving ahead with accession talks with the EU. The first meetings were held in
Brussels on 22 June 2026 and covered three key areas including fundamental right, public
administration reform and economic criteria; plus, discussions on Moldova’s current and
future efforts. The EU also discussed plans to modernize and improve Moldova progress to
meeting EU standards. Several areas have improved including curtailing corruption within the
country, security with EU assistance and increased capability in defence amongst others.
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Commissioner Marta Kos is asking the EU council to increase the speed for accession for new
candidate countries. Delay provides opportunities for non-EU actors to cause issues meaning
Russia. Material through France 24 dated 5 July 2026.

#Georgia

Demonstrators in Georgia have demonstrated for 604 days as of 26 July 2026 according to
Canal 13 on 27 July 2026. They apparently have kept demonstrating against the Georgia
Dream Party. In the past Russian forces were available to send security troops and assistance
to help Georgian authorities. The same article shows police walking beside demonstrators but
not conducting anti-riot activities. Russia is believed to have only 60 to 70% of the required
security troops it should have as many joined the Army for better pay, There is a price to pay
for allowing these numbers to collapse.

The Georgia Dream party has “postponed” joining activities that would result in Georgia
joining the EU. This was largely viewed as a pro-Russian approach largely disliked by the
general populace.

#Belarus

The leadership of Belarus is still walking a tightrope between Russia and Ukraine; however it
is increasingly clear that neither Russia nor Ukraine trust the Lukashenko regime completely.
During recent exercises in Belarus with Russian and Belarus troops, there was cooperation, but
also Belarus was careful not to antagonize Ukraine any more than necessary, even apologizing
to Ukraine for extra Belarus troops too close to the border.

Belarus is mainly trying for a sense of normalcy within the confines of the conflict overall.
Belarus troops are currently assisting with summer harvest in various oblasts. This is not a
sign of high readiness. At the same time, Belarus has continued to support illegal immigrants
attempting to get into Europe across the Belarus border into Lithuania, Poland , Latvia. Most
are now caught fairly early and forced back into Belarus, still this activity is promoted as a
way to destabilize Europe. Belarus has fortified the Ukraine Belarus border however, not too
much. Ukraine is building significant fortifications and has increased forces along that border
with troops capable of conducting operations to force Belarus or Russian forces back.

Russia still maintains a number of troops in Belarus mainly to secure the nuclear weapons
stocks. Although these weapons may be used by Belarus forces, actual security and control is
retained by the Russians. It should be noted that the last series of exercises in May did
demonstrate the ability to deploy nuclear forces for war with NATO although no nuclear
practice bombs were sighted. There is an FPRi article on Belarus participation in this nuclear
exercise that makes for interesting reading by Michael Duitsman and Sam Lair dated 4 August
2026 found at link: https://www.fpri.org/article/2026/08/lida-shuffle-su-25-nuclear-exercises-
in-belarus/

Belarus is now believed to also have Oreshnik missiles also capable of having nuclear
warheads since the end of July 2026.
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The biggest question is whether Russia will mobilize in sufficient quantity? There are
increasing signs Russia is preparing for a second round of mobilization of up to 500 k because
of dropping recruiting numbers and manpower losses. Russia has a number of problem areas
beside Ukraine including Ukraine , Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Moldova, Georgia
where Russian influence has diminished. Will they focus on one area, or will Russia attempt to
shore up former allies more forcefully? Mind you, the first mobilization went poorly and was
unpopular. One wonders what a potential second mobilization will undo the Putin Regime
completely?

#Israel-Iranian Proxies

Israel is continuing to remove threats and facilities from Hamas and Hezbollah. In the case of
Hamas, it is individual targeted killings of key military leadership. Most of Hamas political
leadership has moved to Qatar but Hamas still effectively runs Gaza, killing any Palestinian
opposition or resistance. Hamas has stated that they will disarm but will handover their
weapons to the new technical government from the Board of Peace. They have refused to
allow the weapons to leave Gaza. Israel does not accept this arrangement.

In the case of Hezbollah, Israel continues to occupy Southern Lebanon. They are starting
minor withdrawals but destroying Hezbollah infrastructure as they do. There is specific
targeting of leadership, but Hezbollah continues to have a viable fighting force capable of
sustaining credible opposition to Israeli forces.

In the case of the Houthis, Israel has merely shown that they have the ability to attack. They
did so by surfacing an Israeli submarine in the Red Sea. Israel is also to receive a new
submarine now in commission called INS Drakon, a Dolphin II class submarine. It is
apparently capable of using multiple systems however most notable is the nuclear version of
the Popeye cruise missile believed to be using a warhead of 200 KT. It is currently on sea
trials. The submarine was modified by Israel but built in Germany by TKMS. The class will
have three eventually with a second batch following.

#Russia-Ukraine Conflict

The war continues. The biggest change is the type of warfare being conducted by Russia and
Ukraine. In the past several days the type of weapon Russia is choosing to use are various
types of ballistic missiles including 28 ballistic missiles on Tuesday night, 4 August. Ukraine
was unable to shoot down any of the missiles fired due to a lack of suitable interceptors.

Ukraine has made huge strides in drone warfare and is rapidly developing a ballistic missile of
their own. One area they have a weakness is ballistic missile interceptors such as PAC 3 or 6
Patriot missiles. Ukraine’s interception rate is now around 10% or slightly less from a 2025
high of 25%. It is of interest that since President Zelenskiy’s visit to Washington and
discussions about getting access to more Patriots and a licence to produce them, Russia has
become more aware and is taking action to maximize the damage to civilian infrastructure in
Ukraine.
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Ukraine has had tremendous success against Russian shipping, damaging or sinking more than
205 ships in the first *40 day’ campaign. The number of Wild Berry warehouses damaged or
destroyed is now around 18 which has further damaged Russia’s logistic system.

Russia’s economy continues to decline and the ability of Russia to “fix” it is rapidly
disappearing as resources dry up. There is also the question of oligarchs moving their assets
out of Russia. There seems to be a growing lack of faith in the eventual Russian campaign.

The Putin regime believes it can succeed if they are successful in their latest plan to mobilize.
Why they believe that idea, one does not know. The first one was unpopular, why do they
think another mobilization will be successful anymore?

#China

In the article “Freeland crosses Beijing’s red lines with Taiwan speech” the former Deputy
Prime Minister’s speech has raised Beijing’s hackles. The article can be found at lin:

https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/world/freeland-crosses-beijing-s-red-lines-with-taiwan-
speech/ar-AA290EuT?ocid=BingNewsSerp

Ms Freeland has shown herself to be a champion of democratic rights and freedoms in her
speech in Taiwan. In her speech she has advocated for Taiwan’s continuation as a separate
entity that no amount of CCP rhetoric and threats can change. She appears to have agreed with
the ideas of Michael Kovrig in recognizing mainland China as a threat. Well done to her.

Veterans Affairs Canada Salute! June 2026 is now available at:

https://veterans.gc.ca/en/news-and-media/salute/june-2026 (latest issue)

Serve after Service #Team Rubicon Canada

https://team-rubicon.ca/
https://team-rubicon.ca/story/
https://team-rubicon.ca/volunteer/

Sign up for Operation HIGHWATER (Swan River Manitoba):
https://rollcall.teamrubiconusa.org/event/sessions?id=Operation_Highwater -
_Recovery3772812065#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=28d66¢51-e738-430d-bfd8-
a0ce7e410300
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Serve after Service #Cadet Leagues #JCR

https://navyleague.ca/

https://www.armycadetleague.ca/

Each year an Army Cadet graduate of the Basic Parachutist Course is awarded the 1st
Canadian Parachute Battalion Bursary by The Army Cadet League of Canada. This year is no
exception and the bursary will be awarded again, tomorrow (24 July 2026). The Army Cadet
League of Canada is able to present bursaries and scholarships to deserving cadets thanks to
the generosity of our donors and partnering organizations. If you wish to help support an
Army Cadet's pursuit of a post-secondary educations, please donate today. See photos:
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story _fbid=1456673866489872&i1d=100064418180482
&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=mTKeq300bZezDuFX#

For specific amounts: https://aclc-lcac.getcommunal.com/donate

(For generic and directed donations).

https://www.armycadetleague.ca/donate/

For ACLC Nova Scotia Branch membership: https://ns-aclc.getcommunal.com

https://aircadetleague.com/
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/cadets-junior-canadian-
rangers/junior-canadian-rangers.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/cadets-junior-canadian-
rangers/junior-canadian-rangers/runjcren.html

Serve After Service #Royal Canadian Legion

Remembering a king’s message: “How all civilized nations should live together.”
https://legionmagazine.com/remembering-a-kings-message-how-all-civilized-nations-should-
live-together/

e Richard Foot

e August 5, 2026
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