Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia Dispatches
12 June 2026

The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the study,
promotion and debate on defence, security, and safety issues.

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media by the
Institute. Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches but may be
unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada.

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in Dispatches.
Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.
Email to RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.

Comments to articles can be from members or non-members of RUSI(NS). Any comment in
Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author and does not necessarily represent the views of the
Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other
government department, the Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or
other agency.

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), please
inform RUSI(NS). Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting RUSI(NS).

LAST/THIS WEEK IN CANADIAN HISTORY

e On 11 June 1813, Nova Scotia privateering vessel, Liverpool Packet, owned by Enos
Collins and associates, is captured by American privateer schooner, Thomas; the
schooner is renamed Portsmouth Packet, until it is regained by HMS Fantome and HMS
Epervier after a 13-hour chase, in October 1813.

e On 6 June 1944, 110 RCN ships and 10,000 sailors take part in Op NEPTUNE, landing
14,000 Canadian soldiers on Juno Beach in the invasion of France.

e On 7 June 1944, Escort Group 11, including HMCS Ottawa with CO Cdr James D.
Prentice, DSO, RCN, and Kootenay with CO A/LCdr William H. Willson, RCN sank U-
678 after a 13-hour hunt.

e On 7 June 1965, the Department of National Defence replaces Navy, Army, and Air
Force commands with six functional commands: Maritime, Mobile, Air Defence, Air
Transport, Materiel, and Training. Navy, Army, and Air Force headquarters were
moved from Ottawa and established respectively in Halifax, Montreal (St-Hubert)
and Winnipeg.
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e On 1 June 1999, the United Nations contribution to the International Force in East
Timor (INTERFET) and the United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor
(UNTAET) is a peacekeeping mission that includes 600 Canadians. The mission is
successful in transitioning East Timor to an independent sovereign nation.

The next issue will be on 26 June 2026.
Other editorial comments as desired.

Quick links:
Events
Publications
@RUSI_NS on X
Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook
Other Sources
Odds and Sods
SAC Notes

RUSI(NS) Website

Our website has been down for some time since the program which supports it was hacked,
coincidently and unfortunately with our backup server frying (that’s an IT term). Anyone
trying to contact RUSI(NS) can do so by emailing RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. There is
no ETR ATT.

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook
accounts to rusinsdispatches(@gmail.com. Preferably, send the material ready to post. We
are still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them
active.

Contributions to RUSI(NS) LinkedIn Page

We are excited to announce our LinkedIn Page in
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/19653001

You all are cordially invited to join this public group, and being public, we also encourage
non-members to join the RUSI (NS) LinkedIn. Stay connected, contribute and receive
updated information.

Members are requested to please email their content to:

Cdr IDH Ian Wood (Ret’d), Group Page Administrator, ian(@idhwood.ca
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Writing for RUSI(NS)

The content of Dispatches and other RUSI(NS)
channels is representative of the submissions
by RUSI(NS) members. If you want more
published about certain fields and topics, you
are encouraged to submit material to
RUSIDispatches@gmail.com and
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. The public face
of RUSI(NS) is what we, the membership,
makes it.

Events

To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. RUSI(NS) events are by
invitation. If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email
rusinovascotia@gmail.com. RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice. Email
RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring.

RUSI (NS) Events: May-December 2026 Schedule

June - 18 June, Mr. Harvey Vardy, Director, Intervention Response Atlantic Director,
in-person only, at 50 Discovery Dr, Dartmouth.

July - 15 July, Summer Meet and Greet, RA Park.

August - Nil.

September - Army Procurement program.

October - Naval Modernization Program.

- Altn NORAD Modernization details TBC.
November - 4 November, Remembrance Dinner 2026, RA Park.
December - 10 December, Winter/Holiday Meet and Greet, RA Park.

Wargaming Events: Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule:
https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents
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I Publications

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest
edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To readers
of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated.

Weekly:

Naval Association of Canada

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members
News

Bi-weekly:
Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch

Monthly:

Canadian Gunner News

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions
Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt
Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter
Veterans Affairs Canada Salute!

Quarterly:
Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter




Fulfilling The Promise of Canada: Charting a National Strategy for an

Unstable World paperback - April 22 2026
by Charles S. Oliviero (Author), Phil Halton (Editor)

Canada has relied for too long on comforting assumptions.
That the United States would always protect it.

That prosperity would continue without effort.

That serious geopolitical danger remained somewhere else,

Those assumptions no longer hold.

In Fulfilling the Promise of Canada, a distinguished group of military, intelligence, academic, and policy thinkers examines
FU L F I L L I N G the hard realities of an increasingly unstable world and asks what Canada must do to meet them. Covering defence policy,

air power, naval strategy, reserves, special operations, foreign intelligence, Arctic security, digital vulnerability, higher

T H E P RO MI S E education, China, Taiwan, and the future of Canada-US relations, this volume offers a wide-ranging assessment of the

country's strategic position and the choices now before it.

O F CANADA Urgent and forward-looking, Fulfilling the Promise of Canada argues that Canada cannot lead abroad unless it rebuilds

e T strength, seriousness, a!'u:l confidence at hDI'I'I-E. Thisisa I.mak about sovereignty, compe‘ten_ce_ and national renewal, and
FOR AN UNSTABLE WORLD about whether Canada is prepared to match its values with the means to defend and sustain them.

Col (ret’d) ‘Chuck’ Oliviero is a member of RUSI Vancouver Island and writes that he is not
the author, despite the promo, and that all royalties are being given to RUSI (50% to RUSI VI
and 50% to RUSI NB).

“That, perhaps, is the central conclusion to which this collection leads. Canada's principal
challenge is not weakness in any simple of absolute sense. It is, rather, a challenge of
complacency, drift, and insufficient seriousness in the face of a rapidly changing world. Our
contributors, writing from different perspectives and in different areas of expertise, repeatedly
point toward the same broad truth: sovereignty, security, and national influence cannot rest on
sentiment, reputation, or inherited advantage alone. They must be grounded in capability,
preparedness, resiliency, and institutions willing to thin clearly and with purpose.”

The book is now on sale on Amazon in e-format and paperback
(https://www.amazon.ca/Fulfilling-Promise-Canada-Charting-National/dp/1998501833).

@RUSI_NS on X
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca.
To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS).

David Pugliese @davidpugliese 8 Jun posted:

My latest article...Company calling on Canadian
government to keep Asterix resupply ship. Asterix has
supported the Royal Canadian Navy since 2018 but
lease is coming to an end.
https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-
watch/company-canadian-government-asterix-resupply-
ship via @ottawacitizen

RUSI(NS) quoted:
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When @RoyalCanNavy has 15 destroyers & 22? corvettes, will need 4 or more replenishment
oilers to keep fleet supplied &serviced locally &globally. ASTERIX has provided valuable
support to CANI*l &allies - retain until 4th Joint Support Ship project oiler in commissioned
service.

In addition:

RCN May Need More Than Two JSS: Case for Retaining CSS Asterix
https://canadiandefencereview.com/rcn-may-need-more-than-two-jss-case-for-retaining-css-
asterix/

Infodefensa @Infodefensa 8 Jun posted and
RUSI(NS) reposted:

®#Armada | #Chile is negotiating the purchase of four
CP-140M Aurora maritime patrol aircraft from
#Canada < @IMP_Aerospace
https://infodefensa.com/texto-
diario/mostrar/5910868/chile-negocia-compra-cuatro-
aviones-patrulla-maritima-cp-140m-aurora-canada 7

Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster 2 Jun posted
and RUSI(NS) reposted:

Canada confirms purchase of 26 HIMARS rocket
launchers from U.S. government. DND says decision
made after ‘a rigorous evaluation process’ #cdnpoli
#HIMARS #Army #CanadaUSRelations

(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/army-artillery-defence-canada-us-9.7221033)

Also, with notes: Government of Canada acquiring long-range missile capability for the
Canadian Armed Forces
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/government-of-canada-acquiring-long

and: Ottawa Wants Future Canadian Army HIMARS to Deploy Long-range Anti-ship Missiles
https://news.usni.org/2026/06/05/ottawa-wants-future-canadian-army-himars-to-deploy-long-
range-anti-ship-missiles

Hmm, could coast artillery be coming back? What sea-land TTP?

NOAH @NoahGairn 5 Jun posted and RUSI(NS)
reposted:

The CAF wants UGV, and it wants a lot of them. We got
a new RFI For Unmanned Ground Vehicles released the
other day, and I am quite happy with it. It's the fifth UGV
RFI of the last few weeks,

so let's talk about it.
(https://open.substack.com/pub/truenorthstrategicreview/ [#
p/new-rfi-for-unmanned-ground-vehicles)
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NATO Association of Canada @NATOCanada 3 Jun
posted and RUSI(NS) reposted:

Artificial intelligence is increasingly shaping warfare,
raising questions about the role of human judgment in
lethal decision-making. Concerns are starting to grow
over who is responsible when force is used. If machines
can choose targets, where does accountability actually
lie?

(Delegating Destruction: Al and the Ethics of Warfare
https://natoassociation.ca/delegating-destruction-ai-and-the-ethics-of-warfare/)

“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook

RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at
https://RUSI-NS.ca.
To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.

Royal Navy Deploys New Mine-Hunting Drone as 15-
Nation Hormuz Coalition Takes Shape
https://gcaptain.com/royal-navy-deploys-new-mine-
hunting-drone-as-15-nation-hormuz-coalition-takes-

shape/

“While diplomats continue negotiating the terms of a
broader agreement, military planners are increasingly focused on the next challenge:
convincing shipowners, insurers, and energy traders that the world’s most important energy
corridor is safe for business again.”

One can wonder who has asked shipowners, insurers, and energy traders about what they want
to see/know before sending ships through the strait again. That is, what are the 'safety
factors?' Further, to what extent does the US Central Command and other naval activities in
the region have shipping representatives co-located with their staffs?

Comments a Master Mariner:

Good questions about ships, cargo and insurers confidence in any Hormuz ceasefire. The
London insurance market is highly tuned to risks to ships and cargo. When the premium (if
cover is even offered) equals the value of the ship and cargo, then you know the risk is too
high. They will not recommend ships transit Hormuz until the navy(ies) confirm the
recommended route has been swept clean and there is free passage confirmed by authorities
other than USA and/or Iran. I doubt US CENTCOM has shipowners in its midst. However,
they certainly have data about oil movements which is the cargo of principal concern to the
aggressor. The US has fired rockets into the engine room spaces of ships rather than into the
cargo. This tells us that the value of cargo is more important than the safety of the crew and
ship.
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I Other Sources

#Arctic
Protecting the north
https://www.wingsmagazine.com/position-report-protecting-the-north/

Our contact at Churchill MB thought this is an excellent article.

#artificial intelligence

Air Force says Al tools outperform human planners in 'battle management' experiment
https://breakingdefense.com/2026/01/air-force-says-ai-tools-outperform-human-planners-in-
battle-management-experiment/

#Canadian Armed Forces #A2R

Patriotism touted as source of volunteers for military force
https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-watch/patriotism-canadians-mobilization-
force

#CIMIC #NATO
NATO CIMIC Centre of Excellence Civil-Military Cooperation Handbook
https://www.cimic-coe.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/CIMIC-Handbook-2026.pdf

Cyber Intelligence

Ransomware group profits are rising faster than FTSE 350 firms
https://www.itpro.com/security/ransomware/ransomware-group-profits-are-rising-faster-than-
ftse-350-firms

Ransomware cartels are fragmenting into volatile splinter groups, warns Met Police cyber
chief
https://www.itpro.com/security/cyber-crime/ransomware-cartels-are-fragmenting-into-
volatile-splinter-groups-warns-met-police-cyber-chief

Hackers are turning up at law firms to gain physical access to machines
https://www.itpro.com/security/hacking/hackers-are-turning-up-at-law-firms-to-gain-physical-
access-to-machines

Ransomware Operators Keep Business Hours. The Data Proves It
https://securityaffairs.com/192969/cyber-crime/ransomware-operators-keep-business-hours-
the-data-proves-it.html

‘Dumbass’ criminal breaks the ‘first rule of ransomware club’
https://www.theregister.com/cyber-crime/2026/06/02/dumbass-criminal-breaks-the-first-rule-
of-ransomware-club/525038
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#cyber operations
Canadian Cyber News Rewire - 06/06/26
https://www.cyberincontext.ca/p/canadian-cyber-news-rewire-060626

#decoys

False Targets, Real Survivability: Here’s What’s Keeping the Army from Borrowing
Ukraine’s Air Defense Decoy Techniques
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/false-targets-real-survivability-heres-whats-keeping-the-army-from-
borrowing-ukraines-air-defense-decoy-techniques/

In these drone times, should DISO (= deception in support of operations security) be an
integral part/activity of military organizations? Used to be, at least at sea. What doctrine is
being updated/developed? What efforts are there with respect to DISO in C-UAS?

#defence planning #defence policy
Principles-Based Defence Planning and the Prime Minister’s Balancing Act
https://philippelagasse.substack.com/p/principles-based-defence-planning

#defence policy

Former top soldier warns against pivot to China
https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/article/former-top-soldier-warns-against-pivot-to-china-amid-
tensions-with-the-us/

#defence policy #strategy

What is the British military actually for?
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2026/06/01/what-is-point-of-british-military/

Points for Canadian consideration. “We too often treat military activity as a substitute for
strategy. In this way, deployments become proof of seriousness, a training mission becomes
influence and sanctions become deterrence. Foreign policy success requires the diplomatic,
economic and military instruments to point in the same direction. Otherwise, activity becomes
nothing but performance theatre.”

The article is available as a PDF on request to RUSI(NS).

#defence production

Hanwha signs agreement with Algoma Steel for military-grade steel supply in Canada
https://www.steelradar.com/en/hanwha-signs-agreement-with-algoma-steel-for-military-
grade-steel-supply-in-canada/

Does the article's author understand what "military-grade steel" actually means, and the great
variety of steel (e.g., tank armour, submarine hull)?

Comments from two Colleagues/Metals Experts:

I agree that the term is very broad so it’s hard to say for sure which type(s) of steel Algoma
might be tapped to make if Hanwha is selected. My guess would be alloys such as HY-80 or
HY-100. These are quite specialized grades that are mainly used in military

applications. They feature quite prominently in submarine hulls and to the best of my
knowledge, there is no domestic supplier at present. Here is an article reviewing some of the
commonly used ‘military grade steels’, e.g., MIL-A-46100, MIL-A-12560 and MIL-A-46177:
A Guide to the Grades, Properties and Uses of Military Steel
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| https://www.azom.com/article.aspx?Article]D=17291

#drones

Six companies built an autonomous hunter-killer robot in |
under a week

https://defence-blog.com/six-companies-built-an-
autonomous-hunter-killer-robot-in-under-a-week/

“This 1s the Way.”

#drones
Defense Primer: Categories of Uncrewed Aircraft Systems
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/IF12797

#drones

IMO Adopts MASS Code: The Autonomous Ship Moves from Drawing Board to Regulated
Reality
https://gcaptain.com/imo-adopts-mass-code-the-autonomous-ship-moves-from-drawing-
board-to-regulated-reality/

Note the four degrees of autonomy.

#drones #Royal Canadian Air Force

Ottawa Startup Shaping Canada’s First Autonomous Combat Aircraft
https://aviationweek.com/defense/aircraft-propulsion/ottawa-startup-shaping-canadas-first-
autonomous-combat-aircraft

#logistics

Strategic sail arrives in Latvia to resupply Operation REASSURANCE and the NATO
Multinational Brigade
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/strategic-sail-arrives-in-latvia

Hmmph, this sailor has never heard of sealift, strategic or tactical, being called a
‘sail.” Certainly it is not as such in B-GJ-005-404/FP-010 Movement Support Sea.

#maritime security

How to Counter China’s Fishing Fleet in the Western Hemisphere
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/how-to-counter-chinas-fishing-fleet-in-the-western-
hemisphere

#maritime security #Arctic

Russian Fisheries in the High North: Deterrence in the Grey Zone
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03071847.2026.2638132#d1e150
Europe-focused but there are points to be considered for the Canadian Arctic and fisheries.

#maritime security #NATO
Deterring Russia Beneath the Waves: Securing NATO’s Critical Undersea Infrastructure
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https://warontherocks.com/deterring-russia-beneath-the-waves-securing-natos-critical-
undersea-infrastructure/

#NATO

US tells Europe, Canada to boost NATO air and naval forces
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2026/06/03/us-tells-europe-canada-to-boost-
nato-air-and-naval-forces/

For information about the NATO Force Model, see https://www.nato.int/en/what-we-
do/deterrence-and-defence/nato-force-model.

What Canada commits to the NATO Force Model (as distinct from what it contributes to
NATO missions on a routine basis) is classified. Though history provides some and varying
indications (e.g., 24 ocean escorts, one army division, one air division).

#naval warfare #drones

A Navy carrier is about to deploy with a robot ship. Could it change the service forever?
https://breakingdefense.com/2026/06/navy-carrier-theodore-roosevelt-drone-seahawk-
deployment/

A major step, moving USV from development to operations. Note the setting up of a robotic
autonomous systems commander. The Composite Warfare Commander system is not
mentioned, but as RASC would likely be part of that.

Further New Role for Uncrewed Ships
https://navalinstitute.com.au/new-role-for-uncrewed-ships/

#professional military education
The Systemic Learning Disorder in Western Military Institutions
https://mickryan.substack.com/p/the-systemic-learning-disorder-in

#Royal Canadian Air Force
A better fighter mix
https://philippelagasse.substack.com/p/a-better-fighter-mix

CBC: Ottawa's mixed fleet of F-35s and Gripens could total more than 100 aircraft.
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/cbc-ottawas-mixed-fleet-of-f-35s

Canada's Mixed Fleet of F-35s and Gripens Would Actually Be a Big Advantage
https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/canadas-mixed-fleet-of-f-35s-and

#Royal Canadian Air Force #Arctic

Let’s Talk Briefly About The NorthWatch Initiative
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/lets-talk-briefly-about-the-northwatch
“NorthWatch is the name for the combined pairing of the future Polar-Over-the-Horizon
Radar System and the future Space-Based Airborne Moving Target Indicator constellation.”

#Royal Canadian Navy

Navigating the Deep: An Analysis of the Canadian Patrol Submarine Project

https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2026/06/09/navigating_the deep_an_analysis_of the
canadian_patrol submarine project cpsp 1187505.html
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#Royal Canadian Navy
Dear Canada, Don't Buy a Submarine...
https://www.canadaxeurope.com/p/dear-canada-dont-buy-a-submarine

#Royal Canadian Navy
The Point We Are Missing on Nuclear Submarines
https://www.navalreview.ca/2026/05/the-point-we-are-missing-on-nuclear-submarines/

Further Debate:
“The debate, in other words, should shift from whether nuclear submarines are useful to how
Canada ensures that its maritime approaches cannot be used to threaten North America.”

#Russia-Ukraine War #drones

Russians will surrender to robots. Russian robots won’t

https:// www.defenseone.com/technology/2026/04/russians-will-surrender-robots-russian-
robots-wont/412889/

#Russia-Ukraine War #drones #balloons
Ukraine tests balloon-launched drones to extend UAV strike range
https://aerospaceglobalnews.com/news/ukraine-balloon-drone-carriers/

#Russia-Ukraine War #Indo-Pacific
The Writing is on the (Kremlin) Wall for Putin and Choking the Crimea Land Bridge
https://mickryan.substack.com/p/the-writing-is-on-the-kremlin-wall

#Russia-Ukraine War #logistics

50,000 Rusty Old Trucks. Russia Might Need Them Soon.
https://www.trenchart.us/p/50000-rusty-old-trucks-russia-might

linked to: https://euromaidanpress.com/2026/06/02/old-russian-trucks/

Trucks are an underappreciated asset. Yet they are an important one for logistics (many
people do not know how many trucks the Allies shipped to the Soviets in the Second World
War). And counting losses may be a useful indication of a conflict's progress.

#Russia-Ukraine War #warfare
Ukraine Is Not Losing. Russia Is Not Winning.
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/2026/06/ukraine-war-momentum-shift/687444/

#Russia-Ukraine War #warfare
Highway to Hell: Ukraine's Logistics Lockdown
https://mickryan.substack.com/p/highway-to-hell-ukraines-logistics

#strategy #international relations
Enough About the ‘Thucydides Trap’ Already
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/enough-about-the-thucydides-trap-already-jh-053026

Is War with China Inevitable? Or can we escape the Thucydides Trap?
https://modernagejournal.com/is-war-with-china-inevitable/255687/
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Department of National Defense, Government of Canada, News Release, 10 June 2026,
Canada-led NATO Multinational Brigade — Latvia conducts Transfer of Command
Authority

The Canadian-led NATO Multinational Brigade — Latvia conducted a Transfer of Command
Authority today at Adazi Military Base, Latvia, as Colonel Kristopher Reeves formally
transferred command to Colonel David Brassard.

Colonel Brassard is the third Canadian to take command following the full standup of NATO
Multinational Brigade — Latvia in 2024. This continuity of Canadian leadership underscores
Canada’s enduring commitment to NATO’s collective defence and deterrence posture on the
Alliance’s eastern flank.

Under Colonel Reeves’ leadership, the Brigade continued to grow into a modern, capable, and
highly integrated multinational formation composed of personnel from fourteen NATO
nations. Over the past year, the Brigade has strengthened its interoperability, increased its
readiness, and enhanced its operational expertise among Allies and partner nations.

To support the expanded Brigade footprint, in coordination with the Latvian Government and
NATO, Canada has made significant investments in infrastructure and military capabilities
across Latvia over the last two years. These efforts have included the establishment of Camp
Labrie within the Ceri Military Base complex south of Riga, which offers additional
accommodations and logistics support for deployed personnel in Latvia.

Canadian investments in Lielvarde Air Base, located southeast of Riga in central Latvia,
including a recent groundbreaking on over 60 million euros (more than $95 million

CAD) worth of infrastructure projects, have strengthened the Brigade’s ability to deploy and
sustain forces across the region.

The Brigade’s continued development reflects Canada’s broader commitment to strengthen
defence capabilities and increase investments in security at home and abroad, including the
procurement and delivery of equipment such as the Spike LR2 anti-tank guided missiles and
the Saab RBS 70 NG anti-air system. As Canada continues to increase investments in defence,
the expansion and modernization of its military presence in Latvia remains a key component
of this commitment to Euro-Atlantic security.

Quick Facts

e (Canadian Armed Forces members are deployed in Latvia under Operation
REASSURANCE (Operation REASSURANCE - Canada.ca). Most of these members
serve with NATO Multinational Brigade — Latvia, for which Canada is the framework
nation.

e NATO Multinational Brigade — Latvia includes military personnel from over a third of
NATO’s nations working together under a unified command structure.

e To date, Canada has invested more than $315 million CAD in infrastructure in Latvia
through Operation REASSURANCE.

e (Canada has maintained a military presence in Latvia since 2017 as part of the NATO
forward presence on the Alliance’s eastern flank.
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Center for Maritime Strategy, US Navy League Report: “Pier Review: Leveraging the
Allied Maritime Industrial Base for U.S. Shipbuilding” published by the Navy League of
the United States’ Centre for Maritime Strategy is offered for inclusion in Dispatches”
(https://centerformaritimestrategy.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Pier-Review.pdf')

The report comprises a study of shipbuilding infrastructure, technological capacity and
strategic positioning of key allied nations: Canada, the United Kingdom, Italy, Sweden and the
Republic of Korea, with a view to identifying opportunities and best practices to help
revitalize the U.S. shipbuilding industry and enhance multilateral cooperation.

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War

Russia’s Drone Line Experiment
https://twomarines.substack.com/p/russias-drone-line-experiment

Ed: Uncertain whether this is
The Russian military is experimenting with improving its the current NATO symbol of
employment of uncrewed aerial systems in support of its (in this case hostile) a drone
maneuver forces. (Ed: had to look up ‘Rubicon’: Center for unit

Advanced Unmanned Technologies “Rubicon” is a Russian military unit specialising in
training for drone warfare, developing and testing advanced drone systems, and researching
artificial intelligence.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Center _for Advanced Unmanned Technologies %22Rubicon
%22)
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For a detailed description: Rubicon Structure
https://twomarines.substack.com/p/rubicon-structure

Institute for the Study of War (ISW), June 9, 2026, Selected Reports

Japan and the Philippines Update

Japan and the Philippines are enhancing their bilateral partnership through military technology
transfers and the resolution of outstanding maritime boundary disputes. Enhanced cooperation
between Japan and the Philippines in these areas will likely strengthen both nations’ ability to
withstand PRC coercive activities. Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. met with
Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi in Japan on May 28 and announced several defense
agreements to strengthen ties between the two states. The two parties agreed to accelerate
talks on military intelligence sharing and the transfer of Japanese naval vessels to the
Philippines. The Philippines seeks to acquire six Abukuma-class destroyers from Japan
specialized for anti-submarine warfare. Japanese Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi also
stated on May 31 that Japan will begin discussions with the Philippines over the transfer of
Japan’s Type-88 anti-ship missiles. Marcos and Takaichi also agreed to upgrade Japan-
Philippines relations to a “Comprehensive Strategic Partnership” during their meeting.

Marcos and Takaichi also announced the two states would work towards negotiations to
delimit the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) between the Philippines and Japan in the Western
Pacific. An EEZ is an area extending up to 200 nautical miles from a nation’s coastline within
which it may exercise exclusive jurisdiction over all resources. Japan and the Philippines’
EEZ claims overlap east of Taiwan and partially coincide with the PRC’s and Taiwan’s
claimed EEZs. Japan and the Philippines did not clarify if their delimitation negotiations
would include Taiwan or the PRC. Japan and the Philippines both adhere to the one-China
policy, making official engagement with Taiwan unlikely. Enhanced cooperation between
Japan and the Philippines will strengthen both nations’ ability to combat PRC coercion.

Full Report in https://understandingwar.org/research/china-taiwan/china-taiwan-update-june-
5-2026/

Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment

The Kremlin is seeking to delegitimize the results of Armenia’s June 8 parliamentary
elections, in which Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s Civil Contract Party won a
majority of the vote. Pashinyan’s Civil Contract Party won the Armenian general election on
June 7 with 49.82 percent of the vote. Russian government officials and Russian milbloggers
emphasized false narratives on June 8 and 9 to delegitimize the Civil Contract Party’s win, by
claiming that Pashinyan lost the election as he did not secure more than 50 percent of the vote,
that Armenia held elections under intense pressure from the West and domestic opposition
suppression, and alleged that the election featured mass election interference and fraud.

The head of the Russian Federal Agency for Fishery Rosrybolovstvo also released a warning
on June 8 that Russia will increase restrictions on fish imports from Armenia if “veterinary
risks” arise, attempting to threaten Armenia with economic punishment for distancing itself
from Russia. Russian officials are likely attempting to delegitimize Pashinyan’s victory as
Pashinyan has recently begun distancing Armenian connections and cooperation with Russia
and no longer represents or serves the Kremlin’s interests in Armenia. Armenia’s Civil

15



https://twomarines.substack.com/p/rubicon-structure
https://understandingwar.org/research/china-taiwan/china-taiwan-update-june-5-2026/
https://understandingwar.org/research/china-taiwan/china-taiwan-update-june-5-2026/

Contract Party has been reorienting itself and its policies away from Russia and toward the EU
in recent months and has sought to reduce Armenia’s participation in the Russian-led
Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO).

Full Report in https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-
campaign-assessment-june-9-2026/

Macdonald-Laurier Institute, 3-5 June 2026

Belarus is becoming Europe’s most dangerous blind spot: Yaroslav Baran for Inside
Policy
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/belarus-is-becoming-europes-most-dangerous-blind-spot-
yaroslav-baran-for-inside-policy/

I helped create the ICC. Now I’m worried it has lost its way: Alan Kessel for Inside
Policy
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/i-helped-create-the-icc-now-im-worried-it-has-lost-its-way-alan-
kessel-for-inside-policy/

Maritime News, 29 MAY 2026, Arne Soderlund
US munitions depleted by Iran war will take years to restore, analysis finds

The United States will need at least three years to restore an array of critical weapons systems
to prewar levels following its 38-day bombing campaign against Iran, according to the Center
for Strategic International Studies.

The new analysis, released on Wednesday, warned that depleted inventories have “created a
window of vulnerability for a potential Western Pacific conflict. The time needed to rebuild
those inventories has thus become a major concern.” However, the authors acknowledged that
the U.S. “has enough munitions for any plausible scenario in the Iran war.” The U.S. Central
Command said more than 12,000 targets were hit during Operation Epic Fury, which CSIS
found significantly drew down America’s stockpiles of Tomahawk Land Attack Missiles
(TLAM), as well as two vital interceptors: the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense
(THAAD) and the Patriot. The think tank, a bipartisan policy research organization, estimates
that more than 1,000 Tomahawk missiles were launched, far exceeding the average annual
procurement of 86 over the past decade — and that replenishment could take until 2030 or
2031. It also determined that up to 290 THAAD interceptors were used, with those reserves
returning to prior levels only by mid-to-late 2029. The Pentagon has not publicly disclosed the
scale of munitions expended before a ceasefire between Washington and Tehran took effect
April 7, citing operational security. But Jules Hurst III, the Defense Department’s acting
comptroller, told lawmakers earlier this month that the conflict had cost roughly $29

billion, with additional expenditures still expected.

Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) International Outlook, 29 May-11 June 2026
Selected Information

Canada:
Canada / Germany: “Canada and Germany make liquefied natural gas deal as Carney looks
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to diversify from US”

Canada / Sweden: “Saab GlobalEye Set To Challenge Boeing E-7 As Canada’s New Radar
Plane”

The World:
Armenia: “Armenia election: Prime Minister Pashinyan declares victory”

China: “New Mystery Submarine Signals China’s Rapid Undersea Expansion”

Democratic Republic of the Congo: “WHO drastically revises Ebola case count in Congo
down to 116 from over 1000”

Japan / South Korea: “Japanese and South Korean navies hold first joint drills in nine years”

New Zealand: “Rovyal New Zealand Navy outlines fleet renewal priorities”

Panama: ‘“Panama Canal Preemptively Lowers Draft Levels Due to El Nifio Forecast”

Quad: “Quad ministers unveil energy, critical minerals, Fiji port plans”

South Korea: “South Korea pushes to build 1st nuclear-powered submarine by mid-2030s”

Spain / China: “China’s COSCO JV with PTP Approved to Redevelop Spain’s Tarragona
Port”

Tiirkiye / Malaysia: “Malaysia’s first LMS Batch 2 corvette is launched in Turkey”

United States / Australia: U.S. Will Sell 3 In-service Virginia Subs to Australia Instead of 1
New, 2 In-service

The Manned—Unmanned Surface Force Is Here

The subject article from the US Naval Institute
Proceedings May 2026 has an interesting statement:

“The drones that have reshaped the battlefield in Ukraine
are largely remotely operated with human controllers

systems) are fundamentally different. They can operate
for extended periods without human intervention, using
onboard sensors, artificial intelligence (Al), and machine learning to assess their environment
and make decisions. Rather than requiring a human in the loop to authorize each action, RAS
are designed to operate with a human on the loop; meaning operators monitor the system and
can retask or override it, but the platform does not wait for a human decision to act. That
distinction matters enormously for how these systems are deployed, what they can accomplish,
and what risks they introduce.”
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The acronym RAS with related concepts and developments is increasingly showing in USN
writings.

There does not appear to be a Canadian policy, plan or other high level document for the
development of maritime drones in Canada.

I SAC Notes

Issues to Watch

1. Observation on World Affairs

The US-Iran-Israel War is at a standstill with neither side willing to show a reasonable
level or interest in a just peace. Ongoing issue.

The US government actions regarding Cuba. This is ongoing and without a good ending.
China’s ongoing financial crisis based on a lower government’s level of debt both apparent
and hidden vastly exceeds US debt per capita.

Russia-Ukraine is undergoing a serious change with Ukraine gaining ascendency with
demonstration of massive missile and drone attacks against Moscow itself. Russia appears
to be more desperate as they have been unable to find a workable solution. This will likely
continue. Expect to see Ukraine using a coordinated all arms team to gain further ground,
using all the tools available to them. This will be an ongoing problem for Russia.

The Sahel is a prime target for Islamists. There is a growing lack of instability in the Sahel
The ongoing outbreak of Ebola is a major international issue and gaining ground. Ebola
requires bodily contact to spread, especially bodily fluids. The situation may be exacerbated
by burial traditions in the main area. This is ongoing.

O Canada

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Li paid the first visit to Canada in ten years. He spent
considerable time with our Foreign Minister Anita Anand. The visit was generally cordial
and reduced tensions between the two countries. It did remove some tariffs from Canadian
goods. The visit was largely successful. The real problem will be in the details whether
China will try to dictate the actions of Canadian MPs or push on areas that would involve
defence, security, public safety and foreign policy issues. China maintains 178 diplomats in
Canada. It was identified as the country most involved with foreign interference in Canadian
politics at all levels of Canadian governance.

She generally seems a good choice based on her work in Canada and around the world.
There are concerns about some of her political views especially in the West.

Canada inducted former Supreme Court Justice, Louise Arbour as the 31%* Governor General.
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The keel laying for the first of the River Class destroyers, the future HMCS Fraser, will
occur this week on Friday, 12 June 2026. RUSI NS will have a small delegation at the event.
It appears the Canadian Government is considering a larger fighter force that will be a mixed
fleet of F 35s and JAS 39 Gripen. The suggested size of the two fleets is appropriate and
mutually supportive. The F 35 is delicate and cannot perform as well in the Arctic
environment and it is a vastly more complex weapons system and subject to more
maintenance. It is, however, an excellent aircraft as determined by multiple countries years
ago. The Gripen on the other hand is more robust, capable of dealing with harsher conditions
including cold and austere airfields. It is also better at supporting ground troops than the F 35
as pointed out in US trials. It is therefore a good call.

The downside is that the media have said it is the biggest fighter fleet and other nonsense. In
1971, Canada had four fighter fleets and more than 350 fighters but even this was vastly
smaller than Canada’s combat aircraft fleets of the 1950s and early 60s when even the Navy
had a larger combat fleet even by itself.

Australia

Correspondent’s hiatus.

The Lowy Institute article of 4 June 2026 stated that the AUKUS program has changed the
composition of the proposed Australian fleet of nuclear submarines. It will now receive three
in-service boats rather than new-built submarines. This will allow Australia to bridge the gap
between these interim submarines until the first Australian built submarines are available.
This program will allow the Australian Navy to enter the nuclear submarine club as early as
practical. The three Virginia class submarines are all the same tranche thus maintenance
issues should be less of a problem. The downside is they are older and have less operational
life.

United States

Canada, Mexico And the United States have a 1 July deadline for a decision on CUSMA
even if just to decide whether to sign an agreement, allow further negotiations or to walk
away. The US seems to be attempting to “lord over” what they consider the junior partners
by making essentially poorly thought-out demands. Both Canada and Mexico have major
advantages that the US needs and most Americans understand, unfortunately, the Trump
administration seems to have not understood the will of the US citizenry who want the
existing agreement to continue. Americans are well aware that tariffs are a tax on them by a
large margin. This will have an effect on the mid-terms.

A CNN poll by Harry Enten on 4 June 2026, showed that the US-Iran war started by the US
and Israel on 28 February 2026, is unpopular with all three US political groups: the
Republicans, Independents and Democrats. This is a true achievement by the Trump
Administration. How many times has there been such an event as everyone hating an
administration policy such as this issue.

Trump started a war without a plan and very little thought. There is very little thought being
given to getting out of an untenable solution. This war has also very clearly shown the very
limits of US power. Israel has its own plan and is proceeding with it. They are doing their
level best to destroy both Hamas and Hezbollah. Israel has been attacked by the Iranian
regime since 1979, one can understand.
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The US President has stated that there is an imminent peace deal between the US and Iran no
less than 37 times. He also has demanded that Israel stop their attacks, despite Hezbollah
firing a continuous barrage of rockets into Northern Israel. Israel will continue to defend its
territory and prevent Iranian proxies from reconstituting. This is far from over.

Moldova

As mentioned in previous notes, Moldova and Ukraine have essentially sealed Transnistria
from its Russian benefactor. The free gas supply which was used to influence Moldovan
citizens was stopped in January 2025 and not started again. This has made Moldova a little
more secure as Romania has continued to provide electric power and fuel to Moldova thus
eliminating this method of Russian coercion.

The bottom line on Moldova is that the EU offers vastly improved economic prospects
overall and exports have climbed well including Transnistria’s portion of exports. Exports to
Russia have fallen to under three million USD equivalents. While nothing is truly certain, it
appears Russian threats increasingly are falling on deaf ears. It should be noted that
Moldova’s population did fall by 23 k this past year due to a greater ability to travel and seek
work in the EU. This is an ongoing effort.

Georgia

According to the Georgia News, three opposition leaders in Abkhazia were sentenced to ten
years in jail for property theft from three Russians. Abkhaz oppositionist Kan Kvarchia in
absentia to 10 years and six months along with Eshsou Kakalia and Khina Dumaa. The
Russians were “technologists” which could mean anything. This effort is an ongoing practice
by Russian authorities to remove opposition. Abkhazia is an unrecognized republic of
Russia, taken in the 2008 war between Russia and Georgia.

The Government of the Georgia Dream Party is tightening rules on student and residence
visas of foreign nationals. During the Russia Ukraine war, many Russians fled to Georgia to
avoid military service. New rules will permit easier methods to return individuals to their
country of origin. Many people within the local opposition are young Russians avoiding the
war. It is a way to cripple the opposition. So far, the ongoing demonstrations have failed to
dampen enthusiasm for removing the Georgia Dream Party, however ongoing efforts also
include legislation targeting individuals who support local opposition.

The Georgia Dream Party is pro-Russian and has consistently created legislation designed to
intimidate the opposition and those who are sympathetic to them. The regime in Georgia has
to be careful as Russian security forces are already well below strength. Some estimates have
placed numbers at just around 70% of positions filled. With increasing opposition to the war
inside Russia

Belarus

The Lukashenko regime is running out of options. The Belarus Armed Forces and Security
Forces are small in number, estimated to be around 50 k in total. These forces are badly
trained, inexperienced and ill-equipped and actual combat troops are small in number. They
do have access to Russian nuclear weapons although Russian security forces still control the
actual weapons. There are reservists in fairly large numbers, estimated to be around 290 k in
2025. Use of these forces also poses a potential problem as it would be difficult to determine
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their loyalty to the regime. Most live in the population and may be sympathetic to the
opposition.

The largest number of troops are found in the Ministry of the Interior including Border
Troops, Territorial Defence Troops, Internal Troops and the KGB all under the Minister of
the Interior, exact numbers are unknown but are estimated to be similar in size to the armed
forces. These latter troops are loyal to the regime and are hardline but even these troops were
overwhelmed during the protests following the contested 2020 election and had to get
Russian assistance to put the demonstrations down.

The main function of the actions of Belarus is to cause concern in Kyiv with the threat of
joining the war. Lukashenko knows if he does start a conflict in support of Russian efforts;
his life will likely be shortened fairly quickly and that is very much against his survival goal.
Still, Russia may try to push Belarus to a disaster, but it will likely be against the will of
Lukashenko.

Iran-Israel-US Conflict

During the evening of Saturday and Sunday this past week, Israel and Iran exchanged fire

in a deliberate and planned manner. Damage was done on both sides. The US efforts to
arrange a peace deal while taking “defensive action” against Iranian small watercraft, missile
launchers and emplacements, was bound to fail. Israel also did not include either Hamas or
Hezbollah as being part of the ceasefire and therefore carried on the fight.

The US demanded that Israel cease such operations and allow the US to continue the
negotiations. Hezbollah continued to fire rockets and missiles at Israeli troops and
settlements in the North of Israel, yet the US wanted them to stop the attacks on Hezbollah
and Hamas. It is a puzzle that is bothersome. A country that has been under constant attack
by Iranian proxies is not allowed to hit back. Given the nature of Israel, it is small, resource
poor with a large hostile population around it is not allowed to eliminate the problem even
after brutal attacks. The Houthis have since jumped back in with their own missile fire. This
is a situation that will not get better under the current situation. This is a fight to the finish
and will be ongoing for a long time to come. The status quo ante will not return.

Russia Ukraine War

Russia is increasingly using threats and appears to be using drones more recklessly, hitting
multiple NATO countries, allegedly by accident. This week saw the Russian UN
Ambassador also suggest that Latvia assisted Ukraine in targeting facilities around the St
Petersburg area. The details are found in the YouTube video below.

“NATO will not protect you,” Russia says at the United Nations, the US hits back™ at

link: https://www.youtube.com/shorts/ey_KLiaht6c. Russia accuses Latvia of aiding the
Ukrainian attack against Russian facilities in the Baltic area. Oil facilities and the naval
dockyards were targeted. Russia has increased its threats against all of Europe on a regular
basis. One wonders if they have a firm grip on their current situation?

Ukrainian troops are making progress especially in the South. There are new but unverified
reports that a Russian regiment identified as the 337th motor rifle regiment has been forced
to mainly withdraw from most of the Kinburn Spit based on major logistical challenges
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caused by Ukrainian drone strikes to logistics routes. This is more typical of Ukraine’s
overall effort to separate forward troops from their logistics and other support. Russia has
made no significant advances so far this month.

The Russian press has reported that a fourth Russian senior officer was killed in Moscow.
His car exploded apparently due to a bomb in his car. He has t been identified

as Colonel Damir Davydov. He was responsible for managing missile and artillery
ammunition supplies for the war effort according to the article “Car bomb just outside
Moscow kills high-ranking Russian officer” by Dagens.com Australia by Jens Asbjern
Bogen 10 June 2026.

In real terms, Russia is more likely to escalate rather than enter into negotiations. One
suggested reason is that Putin himself may believe that he is fending off the apocalypse as a
way to keep Russians on the side of the ongoing war. This was suggested in an Economist
article that suggested Putin used Russian Orthodox beliefs and symbols that suggest that
Russia is in a Holy War and that it is the last bastion of true Christianity against a Satanic
West. The article actually called it an “eschatological narrative” drawing on Orthodox
Christian symbolism and imperial history. Personally, I had no idea what the term
“Eschatological” meant, fortunately Copilot did although I did follow up with my youngest
brother, who is a Religious Minister. Interesting thought, it may explain things a little better.

China

4 June is a special day in China when the security forces and cyber-security forces lose their
minds over numbers like 64 or apparently even a KFC campaign amongst a vast number of
other things suddenly become suspect. The Chinese Communist Party has tried valiantly to
eliminate this horrible date out of the minds of the citizens of China. It is a major effort
achieving the exact opposite to what they want. Their efforts often lead to young people fully
understanding the actions of the CCP on that day and may give them all pause to wonder
what else the CCP is trying to hide. The date is the commemoration of the Tiananmen
Square massacre on 4 June 1989. The Army that conducted the massacre still exists but has
been renumbered from the 65 Army Group and now is the 815 Army Group posted near
Beijing. How appropriate?

China’s military still suffers from continuing purges of senior officers. Promotions have
been taken out of the hands of local commanders and in the hands of essentially Party purists
who review and certify these promotions that only the pure are rewarded. Often this means
loyalty to the current regime is more important. One has to wonder whether such a force
would be remotely able to attack anything ;let alone conducting a major multi-domain
assault on Taiwan? One has doubts.

China’s economy continues to be a difficult conundrum for the CCP. The three major pillars
all have their own difficulties. Property development is basically going to be a much smaller
part of China’s economy. China is filled with half completed projects in the middle of
nowhere. Its much vaunted but very expensive high-speed train is a continuing running sore
of debt yet, Beijing continues demanding action and wasting vast quantities of money.
Exports saw the achievement of a 1 T USD trade surplus making waves around the world
and antagonizing customers. China subsidizes overproduction and now areas like Europe and
the US are taking action to sanction China for its actions. Over production is more a product
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of inattention rather than careful planning at multiple levels of government. This issue will
not go away.

Unemployment is high, businesses are closing, new graduates cannot get a job, people are
losing their houses and often their savings as various investment plans go bankrupt. None of
these issues will lead to confidence by the population to open their purse strings to start a
consumer led recovery. In fact, it usually means people spend less and save for a “rainy
day.”

President Xi is visiting his ‘good friend” Kin Jong Un today in Pyongyang today. It is one
of the few trips that Xi has allowed himself due to factional fighting within the CCP. The
main effort seems to be to shore up Kim’s loyalty to China versus Russia. Parades and
celebrations are the order of the day in the hermit kingdom. If one believes the rumours of
infighting within the Party, being friendly to Kim may offer a safe haven for Xi if the worst
were to occur. The real reason is actually to shore up North Korea or even enlist their
support in carving up Eastern Russia if the Ukraine-Russia war continues in a negative way.
China is seething at the moment with intrigue, whatever is up it does not bode well for either
China or its neighbours. Time will tell.

2. Assessment on Central Africa and Sahel Strategic Influence

References
a) Open-source reporting collected during May —June 2026.

b) Regional security reporting from Central Africa, the Sahel, and East Africa.

Purpose

a) The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an assessment of significant security,
geopolitical, and influence developments observed across Central Africa and the Sahel
during the period May—June 2026.

b) This assessment identifies emerging trends involving insurgent organizations, foreign
state actors, private military structures, strategic resource competition, and external influence
networks operating throughout the region.

Executive Assessment

A. Reporting collected during May and June 2026 suggests an acceleration of strategic
competition across Africa involving Russia, China, the United States, regional governments,
jihadist organizations, and private military entities. Security dynamics are increasingly
influenced by access to critical minerals, transportation infrastructure, political influence,
and regime support arrangements.

B. Mali, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Rwanda, and portions of the Sahel
continue to represent the principal areas of concern. While each theatre possesses unique
characteristics, common themes include foreign influence competition, resource access,
governance challenges, and evolving security partnerships.
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Mali Security Environment

A. Following major insurgent operations reported during April and May 2026, Mali has
entered a new operational phase characterized by increased pressure on the military
government led by General Assimi Goita. Forces associated with Iyad Ag Ghali's coalition,
including JNIM elements and allied armed groups, appear to be increasing operational

coordination while simultaneously expanding political influence efforts throughout contested

regions.

B. Africa Corps continues supporting Bamako through security assistance, advisory
functions, and regime-support activities. Available reporting suggests that the conflict is
evolving beyond a conventional counterinsurgency campaign and increasingly reflects a
broader contest involving governance legitimacy, territorial influence, and competing
external sponsors.

C. Assessment. Africa Corps remains committed to supporting the current government;
however, available indicators do not suggest that its involvement has fundamentally altered
the strategic balance between the parties. The operating environment remains fluid and
increasingly complex.

Russian Influence Networks

A. Recent reporting concerning Alexander Zingman highlights the continued use of
commercial and financial intermediaries linked to Russian strategic interests throughout
Africa. Activities reportedly involve uranium opportunities, resource development projects,
financial arrangements, diplomatic engagement, and influence-building initiatives designed
to support broader geopolitical objectives.

B. Countries referenced in recent reporting include the DRC, Zimbabwe, Madagascar, Togo,
and several additional emerging markets where commercial opportunities overlap with
strategic influence objectives.

C. Assessment. Russian influence is increasingly exercised through hybrid mechanisms that
combine business relationships, diplomatic engagement, resource access agreements, and
security partnerships. This approach reduces dependence upon overt military deployments
while preserving strategic reach and political influence.

Democratic Republic of the Congo

A. Kinshasa continues strengthening strategic engagement with Washington. Current
discussions appear to extend beyond economic cooperation and increasingly include
security-sector collaboration, institutional support, and potential future military assistance
frameworks.

B. At the same time, instability in eastern DRC continues to create opportunities for
insurgent organizations, external actors, and private security entities seeking influence or
access within the region.

C. Assessment. The DRC has emerged as one of the continent's most significant strategic
competition environments due to the combination of persistent security challenges, critical
mineral wealth, and growing foreign interest from competing global powers.
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Rwanda-DRC Dynamics

A. Washington is reportedly considering additional measures targeting senior Rwandan
officials while maintaining pressure concerning M23-related activities. Regional tensions
continue to influence security calculations throughout the Great Lakes region and remain a
significant factor in broader stability efforts.

B. Assessment. Additional diplomatic or economic pressure directed toward Kigali could
influence regional security dynamics and affect ongoing efforts intended to reduce tensions
between Rwanda and the DRC.

Private Military Actors

A. Africa Corps remains active in support of selected partner governments and continues
many functions previously associated with Wagner-linked structures. Although the branding
has changed, the provision of security assistance, advisory support, and regime protection
remains a consistent feature of Russian engagement.

B. Separate reporting indicates that personnel linked to Erik Prince's organization have
provided operational support to Congolese forces operating in eastern DRC. Such
involvement reflects the continued relevance of private military actors in areas where
governments seek specialized capabilities, training, logistics support, or operational
expertise.

C. Assessment. Private military actors remain influential across several African theatres and
continue to provide governments with capabilities that may not be readily available through
conventional military structures.

Chinese Strategic Positioning

A. Infrastructure projects continue to provide China with significant long-term influence
across Africa. Recent reporting concerning Kenya's A8 motorway illustrates how
transportation and infrastructure investments can evolve into broader strategic leverage with
political and economic implications extending beyond the original project scope.

B. Assessment. Chinese influence remains primarily economic in appearance; however, the
long-term effects increasingly generate strategic and political advantages that strengthen
Beijing's position throughout the continent.

Nigeria and Regional Jihadist Threats

A. Nigeria continues facing persistent pressure from jihadist organizations operating
throughout northern regions and border areas. Resource limitations, uneven regional
cooperation, and ongoing governance challenges continue to constrain security responses.

B. Assessment. Insurgent organizations continue exploiting governance gaps, porous
borders, and inconsistent intelligence-sharing arrangements. These vulnerabilities provide
opportunities for extremist groups to sustain operational freedom despite ongoing
counterterrorism efforts.

Strategic Intent
A. Russian objectives continue to focus on preserving influence, securing resource access,
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supporting partner governments, and countering Western influence across key regions.

B. United States objectives increasingly emphasize critical mineral access, regional
stabilization, strategic partnerships, and balancing competitor influence within areas of
growing geopolitical importance.

C. Chinese efforts remain centred on infrastructure development, resource security,
economic integration, and the establishment of long-term political leverage through
commercial engagement and investment.

Confidence Assessment

A. High confidence is assessed regarding increased insurgent pressure in Mali, continued
Africa Corps support activities, expanding United States engagement with the DRC, and the
growing importance of strategic minerals in foreign policy decision-making.

B. Moderate confidence is assessed regarding the expansion of Russian influence through
commercial and financial networks associated with actors such as Alexander Zingman, as
well as the likelihood of increased future security cooperation between Western partners and
selected African states.

Conclusion

A. Africa's security environment is increasingly characterized by the convergence of
insurgent activity, foreign influence operations, private military involvement, and strategic
resource competition. Traditional distinctions between military, economic, and political
activity continue to blur as external actors pursue integrated approaches to influence and
access.

B. Mali currently represents the most immediate security flashpoint, while the DRC
represents the most significant arena for long-term strategic competition. Russian influence
is adapting rather than withdrawing, American engagement continues to increase, and
Chinese leverage remains substantial across multiple sectors.

C. The principal contest is no longer solely about territorial control. Increasingly, it is a

competition for access, influence, strategic resources, political alignment, and long-term
positioning within one of the world's most consequential geopolitical regions.

3. Commentary from our Member in Brussels

Drones of various kinds continue to make the news. Two weeks ago, a Russian drone hit a
Romanian apartment building and late last week, a wayward Ukrainian "Sea Baby"
Unmanned Surface Vessel exploded in the Romanian port of Constanta. There was no
damage, but the vulnerability of the Black Sea's largest port to USVs is noteworthy. More
recently, a French fighter shot down a Russian drone over Latvia. As the drone stakes get
higher, more cross-border incidents are occurring. There were 18 violations of NATO
airspace in 2025 - three times as many as 2024. Ukraine has been achieving great success
with their drone technology - now effectively dominating large swaths of the

battlefield. Certainly NATO is learning many lessons, and much effort is being spent on
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anti-drone technology. Lessons in terms of defending territory should be keenly sought,
especially by small, vulnerable NATO states like the three Baltic states. Use of these
technologies can allow countries like Estonia or Latnia to punch above their weight against
threats - and quickly. Given the potential threat from Russia, recently assessed by UK PM
Starmer and others as early as 2030, time is of the essence.

And what about low tech? Here is an interesting article on
bogs: https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2026/06/09/bogs-almost-like-a-minefield-
europes-wetlands-gain-military-importance

Back to high tech, French and German cooperation on the development of a new fighter has
apparently collapsed due to squabbling between Dassault Aviation and Airbus. This could
be a serious setback at a time when European defence cooperation is on the rise.

Elsewhere in NATO, after Hungary's political turn "Westward", political changes in Bulgaria
in May have resulted in a more Russia friendly position. The new government in Sofia has
announced it will no longer supply Ukraine with weapons from its stocks and called for a
diplomatic solution to the war. The Bulgarian defence industry, however, remains an
important supplier to Ukraine.

Another quick point, NATO’s new combined Swedish and Finnish Battlegroup has
conducted its first exercise. This is part of enhanced vigilance activities and a focus on the
Arctic.

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS)
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-
leaf/defence/2025/03 /unknown-ally-osiss.html

27


https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2026/06/09/bogs-almost-like-a-minefield-europes-wetlands-gain-military-importance
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2026/06/09/bogs-almost-like-a-minefield-europes-wetlands-gain-military-importance
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html

