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Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia Dispatches 

26 June 2026 

 

The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the study, 

promotion and debate on defence, security, and safety issues. 

 

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media by the 

Institute.  Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches but may be 

unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada. 

 

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in Dispatches.  

Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.   

Email to RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.   

 

Comments to articles can be from members or non-members of RUSI(NS).  Any comment in 

Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author and does not necessarily represent the views of the 

Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other 

government department, the Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or 

other agency. 

 

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), please 

inform RUSI(NS).  Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting RUSI(NS). 

 

 

LAST/THIS WEEK IN CANADIAN HISTORY  

 

• On 16 June 1943,  HMCS Waskesiu is commissioned into the RCN, becoming the first 

of seventy RCN River Class frigates built in Canada.  

 

• On 18 June 1940,  French cruiser Emile Bertin arrives in Halifax with $305 million in 

gold from the Bank of France; gold released after the war. 

 

• On 19 June 2015, the RCAF took first delivery of Cyclone CH-148 Block 1 

helicopters. These were the first of twenty-seven Cyclones delivered to the RCAF.  

  

• On 21 June 1940,  HMCS Fraser evacuates from France some Free French troops, and 

the then Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to France, who became 

subsequently the Canadian Ambassador to France, and even further in the future, the 

Canadian Governor-General, Lieutenant-Colonel G.P. Vanier. 

 

• On 25 June 1950,  North Korean forces cross the 38th Parallel and invade South Korea 

and the Korean War starts; nearly 27,000 Canadians serve, 1,558 are wounded, 516 

sacrifice their lives. 
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• On 26 June 1959,  Canadian warships assigned to Atlantic Command participate in the 

opening ceremonies of the St. Lawrence Seaway. 

 

 

The next issue will be on 10 July 2026. 

Other editorial comments as desired. 

 

 

Quick links: 

Events 

Publications 

@RUSI_NS on X 

 Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook 

Other Sources  

 Odds and Sods 

 SAC Notes 

 

 

RUSI(NS) Website 

 

Our website has been down for some time since the program which supports it was hacked, 

coincidently and unfortunately with our backup server frying (that’s an IT term).  Anyone 

trying to contact RUSI(NS) can do so by emailing RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.  There is 

no ETR ATT. 

 

 

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media 

 

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook 

accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com.  Preferably, send the material ready to post. We 

are still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them 

active. 

 

 

Contributions to RUSI(NS) LinkedIn Page 

 

We are excited to announce our LinkedIn Page in 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/19653001 

You all are cordially invited to join this public group, and being public, we also encourage 

non-members to join the RUSI (NS) LinkedIn. Stay connected, contribute and receive 

updated information. 

Members are requested to please email their content to: 

Cdr IDH Ian Wood (Ret’d), Group Page Administrator, ian@idhwood.ca   

 

mailto:RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com
mailto:rusinsdispatches@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/19653001
mailto:ian@idhwood.ca
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RUSI (NS) Events:  

 

July-December 2026 Schedule 

 

July  - 15 July, Summer Meet and Greet, RA Park. 

August - Nil. 

September - Army Procurement Program. 

October - Naval Modernization Program. 

November - 4 November Remembrance Dinner, RA Park. 

 - NORAD Modernization details date TBC. 

December - 10 December, Winter/Holiday Meet and Greet, RA Park.  

 

Events Proposed for 2027 

 

January  - CCG Aircraft Service Delivery 

February - Industry Canada Update Discussion Group or Presentation 

March - CBSA Intelligence Centre 

April - Irving Shipbuilding Industries 

May - The Future of Maritime Air 

June - Naval Modernization/Corvette Program 

September - Canadian Tactical Helo Program 

October - Army of the Future/Equipment Update 

 

 

Writing for RUSI(NS) 
 

The content of Dispatches and other RUSI(NS) 

channels is representative of the submissions 

by RUSI(NS) members.  If you want more 

published about certain fields and topics, you 

are encouraged to submit material to 

RUSIDispatches@gmail.com and 

RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. The public face 

of RUSI(NS) is what we, the membership, 

makes it.   
 

 

Events 
 

To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.  RUSI(NS) events are by 

invitation.  If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email 

rusinovascotia@gmail.com. RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice.  Email 

RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring. 

mailto:rusinovascotia@gmail.com
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Events to be confirmed: 

 

a. Naval Mine Warfare / Advanced Naval Capabilities 

b. Canada's International Defence Commitments  

c. Canada's Commercial Fleet/  Modernization/rebuild?  

d. Sanctions Development and Implementation Discussion Group 

e. Arctic Security Discussion Group 

f. OSINT Discussion Group 

g. European Joint Task Force - Should Canada Join? Discussion Group 

h. Tour Irving Shipbuilding 

i. Army Reorganization Update - Inflection Point 2027 

j. Canada’s Drone Program Update 

 

It should be noted that these are all proposals and are subject to change. New ideas 

and concepts are welcome to next year’s program. 

 

 

 

New: 27 July, Monday - Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation “Looking 

Across the Horizon: Lessons from Gaming with the USCG.”  7-8:30 pm ADT,  Online.  For 

more information and to register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/looking-across-the-horizon-

lessons-from-gaming-with-the-uscg-tickets-1991948036198 

 

Wargaming Events: Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule: 

https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents 

 

 

 

 

Publications 

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest 

edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To readers 

of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated. 

 

Weekly: 

Naval Association of Canada 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update 

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members 

News 

 

Bi-weekly: 

Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch 

 

Monthly: 

Canadian Gunner News 

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/looking-across-the-horizon-lessons-from-gaming-with-the-uscg-tickets-1991948036198
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/looking-across-the-horizon-lessons-from-gaming-with-the-uscg-tickets-1991948036198
https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents
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Col (ret’d) ‘Chuck’ Oliviero is a member of RUSI Vancouver Island and writes that he is not 

the author, despite the promo, and that all royalties are being given to RUSI (50% to RUSI VI 

and 50% to RUSI NB). 

 

“That, perhaps, is the central conclusion to which this collection leads.  Canada's principal 

challenge is not weakness in any simple of absolute sense.  It is, rather, a challenge of 

complacency, drift, and insufficient seriousness in the face of a rapidly changing world.  Our 

contributors, writing from different perspectives and in different areas of expertise, repeatedly 

point toward the same broad truth: sovereignty, security, and national influence cannot rest on 

sentiment, reputation, or inherited advantage alone.  They must be grounded in capability, 

preparedness, resiliency, and institutions willing to thin clearly and with purpose.” 

  

The book is now on sale on Amazon in e-format and paperback 

(https://www.amazon.ca/Fulfilling-Promise-Canada-Charting-National/dp/1998501833). 

 

 

 

 

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué 

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions 

Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches 

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician 

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt 

Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter 

Veterans Affairs Canada Salute! 

 

Quarterly: 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter 

https://www.amazon.ca/Fulfilling-Promise-Canada-Charting-National/dp/1998501833
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Globalnews.ca @globalnews 21 Jun posted and 

RUSI(NS) reposted:  

The unusually short competition to build the navy’s next 

submarine fleet seemed to focus on everything but the 

boats themselves — even though the two vessels in the 

running are, in some ways, very different. 

(The hard-fought race to build Canada’s next submarine 

fleet 

  
https://globalnews.ca/news/11915169/canada-submarine-contract-nearing-decision/) 

 

David Pugliese @davidpugliese 25 Jun posted and 

RUSI(NS) reposted:  

My latest article....GlobalEye deal expected to cut 

procurement timetable for surveillance 

aircraft https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-

watch/globaleye-deal-procurement-timetable-aircraft via 

@ottawacitizen 
 

  
 

Canadian Joint Operations Command 

@CJOC_COIC 24 Jun posted:  

#CAF members, deployed under #OpREASSURANCE, 

are working with Allies in Constanța, Romania, to 

identify and dispose of sea mines during this iteration of 

the Black Sea Mine Countermeasures (MCM) activity. 
 

RUSI(NS) quoted:   
@RoyalCanNavy can undertake mine countermeasures with divers, #drones & boats, despite 

several Kingston-class mine warfare vessels paid off (out of active service). Need new vessels 

to provide robust MCM capability, especially for offshore & overseas deployments. 

 

@RUSI_NS on X 
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca. 

To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS). 

https://globalnews.ca/news/11915169/canada-submarine-contract-nearing-decision/
https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-watch/globaleye-deal-procurement-timetable-aircraft
https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-watch/globaleye-deal-procurement-timetable-aircraft
https://rusi-ns.ca/
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National Defence @NationalDefence 12 Jun posted: 

(https://x.com/NationalDefence/status/20655092152175739

07)Canada marked the formal start of construction of the 

first River-class destroyer, the future HMCS Fraser, in 

Halifax, with a keel laying ceremony where a coin is welded 

to the keel for good fortune.   

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-

defence/news/2026/06/canada-celebrates-keel-laying-for-

the-first-river-class-destroyer.html  
(Canada celebrates keel laying for the first River-class destroyer) 

 

RUSI(NS) quoted:  

Crowd picture shows a (the?) success of CAN National Shipbuilding Strategy #NSS: large & 

experienced workforce. Bravo shipbuilders! @IrvingShipbuild @RoyalCanNavy 

@CanadianForces 

 

Keel laying is a centuries-old tradition signifying the formal start of a ship’s construction and 

is believed to bring good fortune to the ship and its crew. The ceremony involves welding a 

symbolic coin onto the ship’s keel, which serves as the structural spine, running along the 

entire bottom length of the ship. The coin for the first RCD features a design of the explorer 

Simon Fraser traversing a gorge forged by the river that later became his namesake 

(https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2026/06/canada-celebrates-keel-laying-for-the-first-

river-class-destroyer/) 

 

CDA Institute @CDAInstitute Jun 3 posted and 

RUSI(NS) reposted:  

Future wars won’t be decided by who collects the most 

data, but by who turns it into decisions fastest. Our 

latest, Voices of the CDA from LCol Andrew L. Brown 

and Col Howard 

Coombs: https://cdainstitute.ca/sharpening-the-spear-

cultivatingintelligence-savvy-armed-forces-forfuture-

conflict/ 

(Sharpening the Spear: Cultivating Intelligence-Savvy 

Armed Forces for Future Conflict) 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://x.com/NationalDefence/status/2065509215217573907
https://x.com/NationalDefence/status/2065509215217573907
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/news/2026/06/canada-celebrates-keel-laying-for-the-first-river-class-destroyer.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/news/2026/06/canada-celebrates-keel-laying-for-the-first-river-class-destroyer.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/news/2026/06/canada-celebrates-keel-laying-for-the-first-river-class-destroyer.html
https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2026/06/canada-celebrates-keel-laying-for-the-first-river-class-destroyer/
https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2026/06/canada-celebrates-keel-laying-for-the-first-river-class-destroyer/
https://cdainstitute.ca/sharpening-the-spear-cultivatingintelligence-savvy-armed-forces-forfuture-conflict/
https://cdainstitute.ca/sharpening-the-spear-cultivatingintelligence-savvy-armed-forces-forfuture-conflict/
https://cdainstitute.ca/sharpening-the-spear-cultivatingintelligence-savvy-armed-forces-forfuture-conflict/
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What the Navy needs: Small, cheap and lots 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2026/06/13/royal-

navy-forces-defence-spending-hybrid-warfare/ 
 

The article’s title implies a piece about force 

development but the author rapidly gets into strategy 

and sea-power.  
 

“As Admiral of the Fleet Lord Fisher once observed: ‘Strategy should govern the types of ship 

to be designed. Ship design, as dictated by strategy, should govern tactics.’” 

“Decide what the Navy is for, ruthlessly prioritise what matters today, accelerate the hybrid 

layer where it genuinely adds mass, and stop pretending that exquisite platforms alone will 

keep the sea lanes open.” 

 

Are there considerations for Canada in the author’s comments? 

  

Comments from an Australian colleague:  

As usual, Cdr Sharpe RN (ret’d) writes well and states his case succinctly.  However, the woes 

of the Royal Navy (RN) are not those of the Royal Australian Navy (RAN). nor, dare I 

suggest, the Royal Canadian Navy. 

 

Cdt Sharpe and his country have some quite respectable support and assistance in the maritime 

sphere a long cannon shot from Dover. It would be eating crow, but those Europeans are 

actually the RN’s future. I’m sure they appreciate the strategic side of the RN’s capability, and 

they clearly admire how the Brits train for war. The problem is that the British Government 

doesn’t appreciate those things enough to care. 

  

Out here, stuck between three major oceans on a big island a long way from anywhere, things 

look different. The Russians don’t come here very often (if indeed they ever did; there is some 

doubt) and our defence concern stems from the intentions of China – both our major and most 

important trading partner and our biggest existential threat. There is a fair amount of angst 

about the Yanks in this country from a lot of people who ought to know better, but the fact that 

we now have a United States Navy (USN) base command in Western Australia and that some 

of our people are now participating in the upkeep and maintenance of the Virginia Class 

nuclear-powered submarines (SSN) while others are at sea crewing them, I find a great 

comfort. Yes, there is some disquiet about the seeming inability of the Brits to keep their 

submarines at sea and their famous Type 26 frigates – which both our countries are now 

involved with – take an unconscionable time to build and put into service. But the AUKUS 

(Australia-United Kingdom-United States) program is seemingly on track (whether we can 

actually build an SSN in Oz has yet to be demonstrated, of course). 

  

“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook 
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at  

https://RUSI-NS.ca. 

To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2026/06/13/royal-navy-forces-defence-spending-hybrid-warfare/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2026/06/13/royal-navy-forces-defence-spending-hybrid-warfare/
https://rusi-ns.ca/


9 

 

Last week, the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (as it still calls itself for the moment) had a 

Mogami-class frigate in Sydney Harbour – striking stuff! That’s our surface ship future. They 

can be built and delivered by Mitsubishi in three years. The contract our government signed 

says that if our chosen yard (which has never built a 6,000-tonne ship before) stuffs up, 

Mitsubishi will take the production of the remaining eight hulls under its wing. Meanwhile, we 

are going hard at building autonomous ships (we recently delivered one to the USN!). So, 

provided the government stays the course the RAN’s future looks a lot brighter than it did. 

Still, there won’t be enough ships to do the job expected of the RAN and older hulls need to be 

replaced before long, but we aren’t in the same hole the RN is. Although I’m not a fan, our 

government recently bought the first batch of a ‘Strategic Fleet’ on which one could build a 

RAN Fleet Auxiliary Service (if the maritime unions don’t make that an impossibility, as they 

have done in the past). 

  

Like Cdr Sharpe, I do regret the passing of the RN I knew and served on exchange in, but if 

the politicians cannot be persuaded to spend the funds required on rebuilding it, it will live on 

only in our memories. 

 

It is hoped that things are more down the path we are travelling for Canada. 

 

Royal Navy warships support first UK seizure of 

Russian shadow fleet vessel 

https://www.navylookout.com/royal-navy-warships-

support-first-uk-seizure-of-russian-shadow-fleet-vessel/ 

 

“...the MoD says she (Motor Vessel SMYRTOS) will be 

taken to an anchorage off the South Coast of England  
and monitored for any environmental or safety concerns.” 

 

The British have planned ‘safe harbours’ along their south coast for steam, later motor. ships 

since the post-Napoleonic period (merchant ship refuges from raiding newly-developed steam 

cruisers).  Has Canada planned safe harbours for any vessel that Canadian authorities have had 

cause to apprehend? 

 

Navigating the Deep: An Analysis of the Canadian 

Patrol Submarine Project 

Artificial intelligence is increasingly shaping warfare, 

raising questions about the role of human judgment in 

lethal decision-making. Concerns are starting to grow 

over who is responsible when force is used. If machines 

can choose targets, where does accountability actually   
 

Comments from a former submariner:  

The article is factually incorrect.  Hanwha Ocean, the South Korean prime, is offering exactly 

what Canada has specifically asked for: the KSS III Batch 2 with no changes.  Note that the 

first Batch 2 submarine was launched last year, with two more currently under 

construction.  Assuming South Korea is selected as the preferred partner for the Canadian 

Patrol Submarine Project (CPSP), Canada would then undertake contract negotiation with 

Hanwha Ocean.  Will there be changes resulting from contract negotiation?  Quite possibly, 

https://www.navylookout.com/royal-navy-warships-support-first-uk-seizure-of-russian-shadow-fleet-vessel/
https://www.navylookout.com/royal-navy-warships-support-first-uk-seizure-of-russian-shadow-fleet-vessel/
https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2026/06/09/navigating_the_deep_an_analysis_of_the_canadian_patrol_submarine_project_cpsp_1187505.html
https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2026/06/09/navigating_the_deep_an_analysis_of_the_canadian_patrol_submarine_project_cpsp_1187505.html
https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2026/06/09/navigating_the_deep_an_analysis_of_the_canadian_patrol_submarine_project_cpsp_1187505.html
https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2026/06/09/navigating_the_deep_an_analysis_of_the_canadian_patrol_submarine_project_cpsp_1187505.html
https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2026/06/09/navigating_the_deep_an_analysis_of_the_canadian_patrol_submarine_project_cpsp_1187505.html
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but certainly not a major design change and certainly not a smaller submarine.  Canada wants 

the submarine as soon as possible and, as the author correctly points out, the KSS III is an in-

service and in-production submarine.  Hence the reason the Koreans can guarantee a six-year 

delivery from contract award. 

  

The Hanwha Ocean KSS III Batch 2 has a dived displacement of 4000 tons. Note there is a 

difference reporting dived versus surfaced displacement which can cause confusion.  In 

quoting submarine size, dived displacement is the metric commonly used, but it is not 

universal.  For example, the Victoria-class submarines (née Upholder) were originally 

marketed as the UK Type 2400 as the dived displacement of the submarine is 2400 tons. 

Interestingly, the Germans and Japanese tend to use surface displacement (the double-hull 

Japanese Taigei-class is referred to in internal documents as ‘3000 tonne submarine’ but has a 

dived displacement of >4000 tonnes).  The reason being that the difference between surfaced 

and dived displacement is what is in the ballast tanks – which is displacement that does not 

directly contribute to usable operational capability.  Double-hull submarine designs complicate 

this even further as the fuel is external to the pressure hull.  It’s hard to compare apples to 

apples, but for KSS III versus Type 212CD it’s pretty straightforward, as both are single hull 

submarines with a similar reserve of buoyancy.  The Type 212CD is circa 2,600 tons surfaced, 

2,900 tons dived and KSS III is 3,600 tons surfaced, 4,000 tons dived with a 9.6m diameter 

pressure hull, so it’s 25-30% bigger by any reasonable measure.  To put the size of the KSS III 

Batch 2 into perspective, it is exactly the same size as a Cold War US Navy 637 

(Permit/Sturgeon) nuclear-powered submarine - the Americans made 51 of these workhorse 

submarines and they were the submarines that conducted all the Arctic operations until the 

later 688i (improved Los Angeles-class) submarines entered service. 

 

With respect to the comment on jetty size, I note the slightly smaller KSS III Batch 1 looked 

mighty good alongside B Jetty in Esquimalt (with a South Korean frigate astern) two weeks 

ago.  Dedicated submarine support infrastructure on both coasts is to be built as part of CPSP; 

it will not piggyback on existing infrastructure. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cyber Intelligence 

Extortion-Only Attacks Increase, With Data Theft Dominating Ransomware Claims 

https://www.infosecurity-magazine.com/news/extortion-only-attacks-surge/ 

 

There are signs that Russia is recruiting hackers again.  

Russian hackers launch ‘Patriotic Online Games’ initiative to target European organizations 

https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/world/russian-hackers-launch-patriotic-online-games-

initiative-to-target-european-organizations/ar-AA24VgxL?uxmode=ruby 

Other Sources 

#artificial intelligence #warfare 

AI targeting systems are coming, but not as fast as many assume 

https://thebulletin.org/2026/06/ai-targeting-systems-are-coming-but-not-as-fast-as-many-

assume/ 

https://www.infosecurity-magazine.com/news/extortion-only-attacks-surge/
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/world/russian-hackers-launch-patriotic-online-games-initiative-to-target-european-organizations/ar-AA24VgxL?uxmode=ruby
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/world/russian-hackers-launch-patriotic-online-games-initiative-to-target-european-organizations/ar-AA24VgxL?uxmode=ruby
https://thebulletin.org/2026/06/ai-targeting-systems-are-coming-but-not-as-fast-as-many-assume/
https://thebulletin.org/2026/06/ai-targeting-systems-are-coming-but-not-as-fast-as-many-assume/
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Cisco is getting hammered by hackers. This is the latest. 

Cisco Unified Communications flaw exploited by hackers 

https://www.computing.co.uk/news/2026/security/cisco-unified-communications-flaw-

exploited?utm_source=feedotter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FO-06-25-

2026&utm_content=httpswwwcomputingcouknews2026securityciscounifiedcommunicationsfla

wexploited&mkt_tok=MzI5LUtFSS0xMjQAAAGinaZn3ctc4wI9hIA-

u9ETb7qxS589knYtXfLbyCFOeL3FcKC9KUK5yWxVyin52GEzdY-

Y5PnsxfZRkmlf8A4JFtPaKVX0qJ5q04UjhnsEYXlJIf8H 

 

Who hacked Australian critical infrastructure. It feels like another PRC incursion.  

Nation-state actors cracked critical Australian infrastructure to ‘cripple it at a time of their 

choosing’ 

https://www.theregister.com/security/2026/06/25/nation-state-actors-cracked-critical-australian-

infrastructure-to-cripple-it-at-a-time-of-their-choosing/5261877 

 

Some good news about AI?  

OpenAI Refocuses Cybersecurity Efforts on Patching Over Discovery 

https://www.securityweek.com/openai-refocuses-cybersecurity-efforts-on-patching-over-

discovery/?utm_campaign=31203373SecurityWeek%20Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=ema

il&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--JUV0r-

a22G7UBJBz8aVFnQIH6FbSbFDeqVsc1uVdeiB7XhvxJpFOm_BQdKQfAtEMvj5M_LLUGE

c2qfDYMVExA7Fu2xXEZ_I8Zrww5OEpvWP0ivQ&_hsmi=425184589&utm_content=42518

4589&utm_source=hs_email 

 

#defence industry 

Make stuff here…or else: A framework for deciding what Australia must produce, repair or 

regenerate domestically 

https://www.aspi.org.au/report/make-stuff-here-or-else/ 

“At its (the report’s) core is the concept of the Sovereignty Countdown: the time a critical 

system can continue operating if external supply is disrupted.” 

Points for Canadian consideration? 

 

#defence policy 

Learning from Britain’s Defence Spending Resignation 

https://philippelagasse.substack.com/p/learning-from-britains-defence-spending 

 

#defence procurement 

Inside Canada’s $500 Billion Dollar Defence Spending Gamble 

https://thewalrus.ca/ottawa-wants-to-build-a-war-machine/ 

 

#drones #Canadian Army 

Let's Talk About the Canadian Army Deep UAS Capability and Canadian Army Loitering 

Munitions Projects (and other drones) 

https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/lets-talk-about-the-canadian-army 

 

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War 

Europe Isn’t Ready for AI Drones 

https://cepa.org/article/europe-isnt-ready-for-ai-drones/ 

https://www.computing.co.uk/news/2026/security/cisco-unified-communications-flaw-exploited?utm_source=feedotter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FO-06-25-2026&utm_content=httpswwwcomputingcouknews2026securityciscounifiedcommunicationsflawexploited&mkt_tok=MzI5LUtFSS0xMjQAAAGinaZn3ctc4wI9hIA-u9ETb7qxS589knYtXfLbyCFOeL3FcKC9KUK5yWxVyin52GEzdY-Y5PnsxfZRkmlf8A4JFtPaKVX0qJ5q04UjhnsEYXlJIf8H
https://www.computing.co.uk/news/2026/security/cisco-unified-communications-flaw-exploited?utm_source=feedotter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FO-06-25-2026&utm_content=httpswwwcomputingcouknews2026securityciscounifiedcommunicationsflawexploited&mkt_tok=MzI5LUtFSS0xMjQAAAGinaZn3ctc4wI9hIA-u9ETb7qxS589knYtXfLbyCFOeL3FcKC9KUK5yWxVyin52GEzdY-Y5PnsxfZRkmlf8A4JFtPaKVX0qJ5q04UjhnsEYXlJIf8H
https://www.computing.co.uk/news/2026/security/cisco-unified-communications-flaw-exploited?utm_source=feedotter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FO-06-25-2026&utm_content=httpswwwcomputingcouknews2026securityciscounifiedcommunicationsflawexploited&mkt_tok=MzI5LUtFSS0xMjQAAAGinaZn3ctc4wI9hIA-u9ETb7qxS589knYtXfLbyCFOeL3FcKC9KUK5yWxVyin52GEzdY-Y5PnsxfZRkmlf8A4JFtPaKVX0qJ5q04UjhnsEYXlJIf8H
https://www.computing.co.uk/news/2026/security/cisco-unified-communications-flaw-exploited?utm_source=feedotter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FO-06-25-2026&utm_content=httpswwwcomputingcouknews2026securityciscounifiedcommunicationsflawexploited&mkt_tok=MzI5LUtFSS0xMjQAAAGinaZn3ctc4wI9hIA-u9ETb7qxS589knYtXfLbyCFOeL3FcKC9KUK5yWxVyin52GEzdY-Y5PnsxfZRkmlf8A4JFtPaKVX0qJ5q04UjhnsEYXlJIf8H
https://www.computing.co.uk/news/2026/security/cisco-unified-communications-flaw-exploited?utm_source=feedotter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FO-06-25-2026&utm_content=httpswwwcomputingcouknews2026securityciscounifiedcommunicationsflawexploited&mkt_tok=MzI5LUtFSS0xMjQAAAGinaZn3ctc4wI9hIA-u9ETb7qxS589knYtXfLbyCFOeL3FcKC9KUK5yWxVyin52GEzdY-Y5PnsxfZRkmlf8A4JFtPaKVX0qJ5q04UjhnsEYXlJIf8H
https://www.computing.co.uk/news/2026/security/cisco-unified-communications-flaw-exploited?utm_source=feedotter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FO-06-25-2026&utm_content=httpswwwcomputingcouknews2026securityciscounifiedcommunicationsflawexploited&mkt_tok=MzI5LUtFSS0xMjQAAAGinaZn3ctc4wI9hIA-u9ETb7qxS589knYtXfLbyCFOeL3FcKC9KUK5yWxVyin52GEzdY-Y5PnsxfZRkmlf8A4JFtPaKVX0qJ5q04UjhnsEYXlJIf8H
https://www.theregister.com/security/2026/06/25/nation-state-actors-cracked-critical-australian-infrastructure-to-cripple-it-at-a-time-of-their-choosing/5261877
https://www.theregister.com/security/2026/06/25/nation-state-actors-cracked-critical-australian-infrastructure-to-cripple-it-at-a-time-of-their-choosing/5261877
https://www.securityweek.com/openai-refocuses-cybersecurity-efforts-on-patching-over-discovery/?utm_campaign=31203373SecurityWeek%20Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--JUV0r-a22G7UBJBz8aVFnQIH6FbSbFDeqVsc1uVdeiB7XhvxJpFOm_BQdKQfAtEMvj5M_LLUGEc2qfDYMVExA7Fu2xXEZ_I8Zrww5OEpvWP0ivQ&_hsmi=425184589&utm_content=425184589&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.securityweek.com/openai-refocuses-cybersecurity-efforts-on-patching-over-discovery/?utm_campaign=31203373SecurityWeek%20Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--JUV0r-a22G7UBJBz8aVFnQIH6FbSbFDeqVsc1uVdeiB7XhvxJpFOm_BQdKQfAtEMvj5M_LLUGEc2qfDYMVExA7Fu2xXEZ_I8Zrww5OEpvWP0ivQ&_hsmi=425184589&utm_content=425184589&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.securityweek.com/openai-refocuses-cybersecurity-efforts-on-patching-over-discovery/?utm_campaign=31203373SecurityWeek%20Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--JUV0r-a22G7UBJBz8aVFnQIH6FbSbFDeqVsc1uVdeiB7XhvxJpFOm_BQdKQfAtEMvj5M_LLUGEc2qfDYMVExA7Fu2xXEZ_I8Zrww5OEpvWP0ivQ&_hsmi=425184589&utm_content=425184589&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.securityweek.com/openai-refocuses-cybersecurity-efforts-on-patching-over-discovery/?utm_campaign=31203373SecurityWeek%20Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--JUV0r-a22G7UBJBz8aVFnQIH6FbSbFDeqVsc1uVdeiB7XhvxJpFOm_BQdKQfAtEMvj5M_LLUGEc2qfDYMVExA7Fu2xXEZ_I8Zrww5OEpvWP0ivQ&_hsmi=425184589&utm_content=425184589&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.securityweek.com/openai-refocuses-cybersecurity-efforts-on-patching-over-discovery/?utm_campaign=31203373SecurityWeek%20Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--JUV0r-a22G7UBJBz8aVFnQIH6FbSbFDeqVsc1uVdeiB7XhvxJpFOm_BQdKQfAtEMvj5M_LLUGEc2qfDYMVExA7Fu2xXEZ_I8Zrww5OEpvWP0ivQ&_hsmi=425184589&utm_content=425184589&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.securityweek.com/openai-refocuses-cybersecurity-efforts-on-patching-over-discovery/?utm_campaign=31203373SecurityWeek%20Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--JUV0r-a22G7UBJBz8aVFnQIH6FbSbFDeqVsc1uVdeiB7XhvxJpFOm_BQdKQfAtEMvj5M_LLUGEc2qfDYMVExA7Fu2xXEZ_I8Zrww5OEpvWP0ivQ&_hsmi=425184589&utm_content=425184589&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/make-stuff-here-or-else/
https://philippelagasse.substack.com/p/learning-from-britains-defence-spending
https://thewalrus.ca/ottawa-wants-to-build-a-war-machine/
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/lets-talk-about-the-canadian-army
https://cepa.org/article/europe-isnt-ready-for-ai-drones/
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#drones #warfare 

Hundreds of British soldiers to start drone and electronic warfare training at vast Canadian site 

https://news.sky.com/story/hundreds-of-british-soldiers-to-start-drone-and-electronic-warfare-

training-at-vast-canadian-site-13556908 

“The soldiers will have the chance to fight with one-way attack drones across a sprawling 

expanse of land that is at least four times the size of Salisbury Plain.” 

All Canadian ranges, land, sea and air, should have arrangements to allow drones to be 

operated as a routine part of exercising. 

 

#financial warfare 

‘There Will Be No Trace’: Russian Payment Agents Tout Sanction-Busting Services on 

Telegram 

https://www.occrp.org/en/investigation/there-will-be-no-trace-russias-sanctions-busting-

middlemen-tout-services-on-telegram 

 

#land warfare 

More than Just Another Echelon: Defining the Division’s Function in Large-Scale Combat 

Operations 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/more-than-just-another-echelon-defining-the-divisions-function-in-

large-scale-combat-operations/ 

For reflection as the Canadian Army re-organizes its divisions. 

 

#naval warfare #drones #Russia-Ukraine War 

https://www.navylookout.com/royal-navy-officers-warn-nato-navies-are-struggling-to-absorb-

ukraines-maritime-lessons/ 

 

#Royal Canadian Air Force 

Canada Enters Negotiations To Acquire The M346 Master For FFLIT, Italy and Canada To 

Stockpile Critical Munitions 

https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/canada-enters-negotiations-to-acquire 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War 

Ukraine drones Russian ships to create supply bottlenecks on land 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2026/06/09/sea-logistics/ 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War 

Ukraine’s drones got bigger warheads. A Russian corvette in the Baltic just found out. 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2026/06/06/fp-1-anti-ship/ 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #drones 

Ukraine's drones now have Russian convoys riding out with four-gun trucks and a prayer 

https://euromaidanpress.com/2026/06/11/russian-gun-teams/ 

 

#Russia-Ukraine War #economic warfare 

The War Comes Home: Ukraine’s Moscow Refinery Strikes and their Strategic Rationale 

https://mickryan.substack.com/p/the-war-comes-home-ukraines-moscow 

 

https://news.sky.com/story/hundreds-of-british-soldiers-to-start-drone-and-electronic-warfare-training-at-vast-canadian-site-13556908
https://news.sky.com/story/hundreds-of-british-soldiers-to-start-drone-and-electronic-warfare-training-at-vast-canadian-site-13556908
https://www.occrp.org/en/investigation/there-will-be-no-trace-russias-sanctions-busting-middlemen-tout-services-on-telegram
https://www.occrp.org/en/investigation/there-will-be-no-trace-russias-sanctions-busting-middlemen-tout-services-on-telegram
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/more-than-just-another-echelon-defining-the-divisions-function-in-large-scale-combat-operations/
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/more-than-just-another-echelon-defining-the-divisions-function-in-large-scale-combat-operations/
https://www.navylookout.com/royal-navy-officers-warn-nato-navies-are-struggling-to-absorb-ukraines-maritime-lessons/
https://www.navylookout.com/royal-navy-officers-warn-nato-navies-are-struggling-to-absorb-ukraines-maritime-lessons/
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/canada-enters-negotiations-to-acquire
https://euromaidanpress.com/2026/06/09/sea-logistics/
https://euromaidanpress.com/2026/06/06/fp-1-anti-ship/
https://euromaidanpress.com/2026/06/11/russian-gun-teams/
https://mickryan.substack.com/p/the-war-comes-home-ukraines-moscow
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#Russia-Ukraine War #Indo-Pacific 

The Culminating Point? The Big Five, 21 June 2026 edition 

https://mickryan.substack.com/p/the-culminating-point-the-big-five 

 

#shipbuilding 

So, Your Ship Needs Power? 

https://fleetlogic.substack.com/p/so-your-ship-needs-power 

Interesting tech, microreactors.  In four 20-foot containers. 

 

#space #Royal Canadian Air Force 

NorthStar Secures Over CAD$40M with 3 Canadian Space Division to Advance Sovereign 

Space Domain Awareness 

Note the notes: https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/northstar-secures-over-cad40m-

with 

 

#war 

The Pentagonian Test: Expanding Clausewitz’s Theory 

https://mickryan.substack.com/p/the-pentagonian-test-expanding-clausewitzs 

 

#warfare 

Virtual Fronts, Mobile Firepower 

https://dispatch.bazaarofwar.com/p/virtual-fronts-mobile-firepower 

 

#warfare #drones 

Drones are not the Future of War—They are the Problem to be Solved 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/drones-are-not-the-future-of-war-they-are-the-problem-to-be-

solved/ 

“The tank did not eliminate the problem of the machine gun. It solved it well enough to restore 

what the machine gun had stolen: the ability to move, to exploit, to break through and pour 

into the enemy’s rear. Maneuver returned.” 

 

#wargaming 

Exploring Wargaming Applications for the U.S. Coast Guard 

https://www.uscg.mil/Portals/0/Strategy/Wargaming_Summary_Research.pdf 

What wargaming does the CCG do? 

 

#weapons 

Shaped charges from coffee grounds? Pentagon science chief describes future of war 

https://www.defenseone.com/technology/2026/06/pentagon-science-chief-future-war/414214/ 

“He also described an experiment in which Marines in the Pacific used 3D printers and other 

tools to field-produce shaped charges with local materials: plastic water bottles, crushed 

volcanic rock, coconut husks, and coffee grounds. 

“They all detonated, actually; the volcanic rocks were most effective,” he said.” 

My kitchen is a munitions factory! 

 

 

 

https://mickryan.substack.com/p/the-culminating-point-the-big-five
https://fleetlogic.substack.com/p/so-your-ship-needs-power
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/northstar-secures-over-cad40m-with
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/northstar-secures-over-cad40m-with
https://mickryan.substack.com/p/the-pentagonian-test-expanding-clausewitzs
https://dispatch.bazaarofwar.com/p/virtual-fronts-mobile-firepower
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/drones-are-not-the-future-of-war-they-are-the-problem-to-be-solved/
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/drones-are-not-the-future-of-war-they-are-the-problem-to-be-solved/
https://www.uscg.mil/Portals/0/Strategy/Wargaming_Summary_Research.pdf
https://www.defenseone.com/technology/2026/06/pentagon-science-chief-future-war/414214/
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Department of National Defense/Canadian Coast Guard, Government of Canada, News 

Release, 23 June 2026, Yellowknife, Northwest Territories  

The Canadian Coast Guard’s (CCG) annual Arctic season is now underway, with nine CCG 

icebreakers, to continue to demonstrate and reinforce Canada’s long-standing, well-

established sovereignty and security in the North. 

  

Canada’s icebreakers are among the most capable and powerful in the world, and our 

icebreaking services are crucial to Northern community resupply, enabling the safe delivery of 

essential goods and materials across the Arctic. This year, CCG icebreakers are deploying on 

the following dates: 

 

• June 10 – Canadian Coast Guard Ship (CCGS) Jean Goodwill departed Dartmouth, 

Nova Scotia, for icebreaking, search and rescue coverage, and support for Operation 

Pacer Goose – the annual resupply of U.S. Pituffik Space Base in Greenland.  

• June 10 – CCGS Des Groseilliers departed Québec City, Québec, for icebreaking, aids 

to navigation maintenance work, science support, fuel cache refueling operations, and 

joint exercising with Canadian Armed Forces partners. 

• June 17 – CCGS Vincent Massey departed Québec City, Québec, for icebreaking 

and search and rescue coverage. 

• July 9 – CCGS Amundsen departs Québec City, Québec, for the 2026 Amundsen 

Science mission. 

• July 16 – CCGS Sir Wilfrid Laurier departs Dutch Harbour, Alaska (following its 

deployment in Operation North Pacific Guard), for icebreaking, science support, aids 

to navigation work in the Western Arctic, and fuel cache refueling operations.  

• August 4 – CCGS Pierre Radisson departs Québec City, Québec, for icebreaking, 

science support, and joint exercising with Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) partners. 

• August 6 – CCGS Henry Larsen departs St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador, for 

icebreaking, science support, and fuel cache refueling operations. 

• September 9 – CCGS Captain Molly Kool departs St. John’s, Newfoundland and 

Labrador, for icebreaking and search and rescue coverage. 

• September 18 – CCGS Louis S. St-Laurent departs Cambridge Bay, Nunavut, to 

support the Joint Ocean Ice Study in the Beaufort Sea and provide icebreaking support 

in the High and Low Arctic areas. It will be the last vessel operating in the Arctic this 

season, until the end of November 2026. 

  

Prior to its Arctic operations, the CCGS Louis S. St-Laurent – Canada’s largest and most 

powerful icebreaker – will support the United Nations Convention of the Law of the Sea, 

helping to map Canada’s extended continental shelf in the High Arctic, where it will transit to, 

and fly the Canadian flag at the North Pole in late July. 

  

The CCG is working with Inuit, Métis, and First Nation partners to deliver services and 

programs in the North, by the North, and for the North.  

 

 

Odds and Sods… 
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Department of National Defense// Canadian Armed Forces, Government of Canada, 

Exercise VALIANT SHIELD, 22 June 2026 

The Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) will participate in Exercise VALIANT SHIELD 2026, a 

United States-led biennial field exercise taking place in and around Hawaii and Guam from 

June 22 to July 5, 2026. 

 

During this exercise, His Majesty’s Canadian Ship (HMCS) Charlottetown (the Halifax-class 

frigate) will conduct anti-submarine warfare training, strengthening its ability to operate 

seamlessly with allies and partners. Land-based personnel in Guam, Hawaii, and Japan will 

enhance proficiency to detect, track, and engage threats across sea, air, land, and cyberspace, 

while contributing to planning and coordination efforts that strengthen interoperability and 

partnerships. 

  

Exercise VALIANT SHIELD 2026 will bring together forces from Australia, Canada, Japan, 

New Zealand, and the United States, demonstrating the strength of integrated multinational 

operations across the Indo-Pacific. 

 

An article outlining the current state of additive manufacturing technology in the U.S. 

Navy: https://news.usni.org/2026/06/23/the-navys-big-3-d-printing-

bet?mc_cid=b02c5cda73&mc_eid=7ec97107ba 

 

Australian Institute of International Affairs, 17 June 2026 

Who Cut the Cable? AUKUS and the Future of Undersea Security - Australian Institute of 

International Affairs 
 

RUSI-New South Wales, Newsletter, Issue No. 117 June 2026 

https://rusinsw.org.au/Newsletters/202606.pdf 

 

Institute for the Study of War (ISW), Special Report, 12 June 2026 

 

CCP General Secretary Xi Jinping implicitly legitimized North Korea’s demands for 

recognition of its nuclear program and sanctions relief. Xi’s tacit support may embolden 

North Korea to seek concessions from the United States and South Korea.  

Xi visited North Korea from June 8 to 9 at the invitation of Workers’ Party of Korea (WPK) 

General Secretary Kim Jong Un. PRC state-run media outlet Xinhua reported on June 8 that 

Xi said the PRC and North Korea should strengthen strategic coordination and cooperation 

and firmly safeguard each country’s “sovereignty, security, and development interest[s]” 

during the summit. Xinhua reported that Kim agreed with Xi’s proposal and expressed support 

for the PRC’s “One China principle” and Xi’s “Four Global Initiatives.” The “Four Global 

Initiatives” are Xi’s diplomatic framework that calls for a multipolar international order that 

presents an alternative to what the PRC characterizes as the “US-led international order.” Full 

Report in: https://understandingwar.org/research/china-taiwan/china-taiwan-update-june-12-

2026/  

 

 

 

 

 

https://news.usni.org/2026/06/23/the-navys-big-3-d-printing-bet?mc_cid=b02c5cda73&mc_eid=7ec97107ba
https://news.usni.org/2026/06/23/the-navys-big-3-d-printing-bet?mc_cid=b02c5cda73&mc_eid=7ec97107ba
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/who-cut-the-cable-aukus-and-the-future-of-undersea-security/
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/who-cut-the-cable-aukus-and-the-future-of-undersea-security/
https://rusinsw.org.au/Newsletters/202606.pdf
https://understandingwar.org/research/china-taiwan/china-taiwan-update-june-12-2026/
https://understandingwar.org/research/china-taiwan/china-taiwan-update-june-12-2026/
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#camouflage (?) 

 

Why Russian trucks in Ukraine are covered in ‘zebra’ 

camouflage 

https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20260611-russian-

trucks-covered-zebra-camouflage-ukraine-war-dazzle 

  

“The technique aims to deceive the AI recognition 

systems of Ukrainian drones...” 

 

Russia Looks to WWI ‘Dazzle’ Camouflage to Combat 

AI-Assisted Drones 

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/russia-looks-wwi-

dazzle-camouflage-combat-ai-assisted-drones-bw-

060926 

 

Debatable as to whether these dazzle patterns really 

constitute camouflage.  They are not meant to hide an 

object but to make targeting difficult. 

 

The AI/counter-AI war continues… 

 

 
 

Medals for Children Program Honours Canadian 

Military Kids 

https://www.cmfmag.ca/cmf_kids/medals-for-children-

program-honours-canadian-military-kids/ 

  

“At present, Medals for Children focuses on sailors deployed 

aboard Canadian ships or MV Asterix for four months or 

more.” 

  

Think about donating to their funding. 
 

 

Naval Association Canada (NAC) News, 12-25 June, Selected Information 

 

Canada : 

An armchair tour of Shearwater Aviation Museum 

 

Battleship construction begins in Halifax and Canada's newest destroyer carries on legacy of 

warship lost in 1940 tragedy 

 

Canada ready to take part in RIMPAC naval exercise with 30 other countries 
 

InfoDefensa (UNCONFIRMED): Chile is negotiating the purchase of four CP-140M Aurora 

maritime patrol aircraft from Canada 

 

https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20260611-russian-trucks-covered-zebra-camouflage-ukraine-war-dazzle
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20260611-russian-trucks-covered-zebra-camouflage-ukraine-war-dazzle
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/russia-looks-wwi-dazzle-camouflage-combat-ai-assisted-drones-bw-060926
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/russia-looks-wwi-dazzle-camouflage-combat-ai-assisted-drones-bw-060926
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/russia-looks-wwi-dazzle-camouflage-combat-ai-assisted-drones-bw-060926
https://www.cmfmag.ca/cmf_kids/medals-for-children-program-honours-canadian-military-kids/
https://www.cmfmag.ca/cmf_kids/medals-for-children-program-honours-canadian-military-kids/
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=Geq38umpcId8JkxUg9MloBW8utt051nsQGcDuWlyvBMzrRg9EzkwbkzuO%2bxNLZRCV9bVgV9sEHICJuNfVLlAP48TX0n2tjX%2fHWC5ZCa5VXY%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=o6kuUglnMpdQedJiCgCOXuyTYEaFlV54cWv713kgJoq2VBi%2f4bAW3lR3mxYVEp%2bYhsHtb0mYukjzQr3IMM6D0a7ENyw7ji%2faZfOq%2bkJbyv0%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=vDAKP9UuvEL8QbZzG5Ha%2fzYoMytx3Mz5pUl5CWlDUkvUI%2bmRwkAGaPLvCv%2blTSZyfuEZAIenLQCOhocFZYgpqNatTwlYYuMRoNhZ0mAPlPA%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=vDAKP9UuvEL8QbZzG5Ha%2fzYoMytx3Mz5pUl5CWlDUkvUI%2bmRwkAGaPLvCv%2blTSZyfuEZAIenLQCOhocFZYgpqNatTwlYYuMRoNhZ0mAPlPA%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=K3MDVZuSLeq1g346CjbUdTjiSAhbb%2bav7vP35muvLXgwffpz2uuvewjEuk4LViFpYkEY%2b4crMiiH11VcTw0ePC7yIzl8eKyytqgsn2yX1Fs%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=4cJwC9S1nPKLurIkJnMuhjH1ObZj%2fCletYEi%2f95N%2f6HkbXeuKZ6FMroEPI0bdGeur%2bPFWFE0JstJPgUvAo0lxxMJU8RkGJqbLpYHF64RQ18%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=4cJwC9S1nPKLurIkJnMuhjH1ObZj%2fCletYEi%2f95N%2f6HkbXeuKZ6FMroEPI0bdGeur%2bPFWFE0JstJPgUvAo0lxxMJU8RkGJqbLpYHF64RQ18%3d
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Korean sub departs Canada hoping to secure a contract worth billions with Canada South 

Korea Naval Exercise Completed Off British Columbia 

 

HMCS Willian Hall arrives in LONDON | Canadian Navy 

 

The World: 

After years of disputes, South Korea and Japan restart joint naval exercise 

 

Airbus Goes to Sea: How a French Shipowner and Chinese Shipyard Are Reinventing the 

Atlantic Supply Chain 

 

Made For The Baltic Sea: Germany's Type 212A Submarine 

 

Russia Reactivates Arctic LNG Route to Asia as Icebreaking Carrier Completes Rare Early-

Summer Transit 

 

Taiwan Says Chinese Coast Guard, Research Ships Near Key S. China Sea 

Islands; Taiwan Coast Guard ‘Expels’ Chinese Ships From Restricted Waters 
 

The likely reasons for INDOPACOM becoming PACOM again 

 

Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) International Outlook, 12-25 June 2026 

Selected Information 

 

Canada:  

“Canada launches mission to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing in the North 

Pacific Ocean”  

 

Canada/Australia: “Canada solidifies agreement with Australia to buy Arctic Over-the-

Horizon Radar system” 

 

Canada/Brazil / United States: “Canadian miner taps Brazil to carve China out of rare-earth 

supply chain” 

 

Canada/France: “Carney announces new intelligence pact with France ahead of G7 summit” 

 

The World: 

Afghanistan / Russia: “What to Make of the Emergence of a Russia-Taliban Security 

Alliance” 

 

China / Japan: “Delving Deeper: China Tests New Waters in East China Sea Oil and Gas” 

China / Taiwan: “Report: China’s maritime outposts could distract Taiwan’s allies if Beijing 

invades” 
 

Colombia: “Colombian right-wing candidate De La Espriella wins tight presidential race” 

 

Europe: “Only one in 10 Europeans now see US as an ally, survey suggests” 

 

https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=e5tk3jn8bqCU%2fr0XlHJCGut7Gix70dRjF4kGt8hzK1Fndjonc3fmwpKDX8Xmnwf%2bJ7yi1qUYVWFirl4WcSZzc%2fHnVn535pjts%2bA1KQJn%2bWQ%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=j%2b10k5i5chiisdeB1Vc0IUYEcjHTviEXqZEazfQBtVuccUp59jnpyyeT%2fLYx2IV%2bdeIEfZM0FdXz3dBsvGRKzMdhX7FuFtca6HYb%2b1t6qmA%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=j%2b10k5i5chiisdeB1Vc0IUYEcjHTviEXqZEazfQBtVuccUp59jnpyyeT%2fLYx2IV%2bdeIEfZM0FdXz3dBsvGRKzMdhX7FuFtca6HYb%2b1t6qmA%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=N4pjJMq8eDpcJ1bxAmmmbs44HVnZbW67xuZwCs1RCDsBgCnT8Ddqbfw8P3BjOShJ2n9p%2b2nYP1ILQDhO%2b0YL%2fzVkPOpvYiYcdOxILJgijM0%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=X2AU8ZdiL7vBilYWAfwIythpGuLtTKyHZm%2bblm7bSg78jHG%2fbwcx1ie8aKsZ%2fHSvMnyIj3jARec2NWragf6TXh4v4g%2fZTJEe62SOV23W8os%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=hhsaQ1NxFElZ%2fLIxTEdJ%2fuyUli4mX33aW9NUQLhGgSh4lMlh%2fqYv2Gc05oauIMcKB0fhuVeW2Jq7c4v%2bV5FuMbW57Iw83OmNbRzYPx3Iy5s%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=hhsaQ1NxFElZ%2fLIxTEdJ%2fuyUli4mX33aW9NUQLhGgSh4lMlh%2fqYv2Gc05oauIMcKB0fhuVeW2Jq7c4v%2bV5FuMbW57Iw83OmNbRzYPx3Iy5s%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=4tskZdd3T28PkPMoYoE8TWlAbtOggHwcshHKi8B9wAbxI5ro8Br32ctEpUtJFB3C%2fQdl8P8CRyvNTGgT%2f4tk45IT9d6f8tCDh38WpLR698Y%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=fk8LbCq%2fbF2%2fBEliNToMvq1GSUDfgga7nig4XvmKo7AWwO0YMftxm4sZwKY3buobPK6R9oNzFV2k9UHjLBRE30tTyQZsHYzvc2FayixflbA%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=fk8LbCq%2fbF2%2fBEliNToMvq1GSUDfgga7nig4XvmKo7AWwO0YMftxm4sZwKY3buobPK6R9oNzFV2k9UHjLBRE30tTyQZsHYzvc2FayixflbA%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=Rv%2f5hKGCxQLb5TJybEAxsNUKlLbJq9GW7XLA%2bZ1lDXkllb0jgaAFpHOF%2fcgKs2dDVcZJH%2blan1x34tBDGKh44ZVdsFuHsoOfKYuMQs1Nnck%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=Rv%2f5hKGCxQLb5TJybEAxsNUKlLbJq9GW7XLA%2bZ1lDXkllb0jgaAFpHOF%2fcgKs2dDVcZJH%2blan1x34tBDGKh44ZVdsFuHsoOfKYuMQs1Nnck%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=Bw8Yv1TVvcLxDZHmAhVaw5d1qbbZmwlDVU%2bvA%2bekdKIatw%2bKBuWNla3pb4yxPqSLG%2b4ol4wjAJU3IR2l%2bycvY%2fGCWh5bL8zM4d%2bVQ4MXoV4%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=MfrrEklzggC0fSXzUbjk%2fOaDIjeKYpDOr0sqcfZTpKlqJ8z7CzIEmxFyCe9%2bv0W7jao%2fNFHfG88R0s9j0Z7AAvryFfFdI1arn6B%2fR0lkDY8%3d
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=N9kS4xGFvshLyhcFBKPUeYN7YfcJ7GIIrgjXXQ0whi8YIOvYxOhlZ1LJaxaQozEG9U4ZXZJgErXlnBrVbNURp5T0b2JCD1jwfFLQ4_mOOMkTqwPUx6J9YMKuELNedHOj3YqJ8r28YjS3ufMPjEPs5A~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=N9kS4xGFvshLyhcFBKPUeYN7YfcJ7GIIrgjXXQ0whi8YIOvYxOhlZ1LJaxaQozEG9U4ZXZJgErXlnBrVbNURp5T0b2JCD1jwfFLQ4_mOOMkTqwPUx6J9YMKuELNedHOj3YqJ8r28YjS3ufMPjEPs5A~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=VpqHzN0pAsdD-I9Xb-sUaC2p1SwZMms4i134wWptVb-mTe6FZRGJgMxhk9LV2DVf-jSslXnRKHVpvvbNJatftKNhIWtCl6ogZ6gy1LAq568xCtogpiHYB6tdRc7gKkk2cwpjuEuw5zR-tuejwj45rQ~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=VpqHzN0pAsdD-I9Xb-sUaC2p1SwZMms4i134wWptVb-mTe6FZRGJgMxhk9LV2DVf-jSslXnRKHVpvvbNJatftKNhIWtCl6ogZ6gy1LAq568xCtogpiHYB6tdRc7gKkk2cwpjuEuw5zR-tuejwj45rQ~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=4ODrzb2L7sXRdJ7xCV4FdXfzIzC2zAJfEc2dEKzIAWZFO_YqdSV1eHE1bGwztewPqi98_bS0z7R7-2kVj9nhPV5HushhORp5QbRLD2YPIbBoUcUsqCSZGDF4JlJ8CTEApx5Tz6iSlZ2EohfFp7XNyw~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=4ODrzb2L7sXRdJ7xCV4FdXfzIzC2zAJfEc2dEKzIAWZFO_YqdSV1eHE1bGwztewPqi98_bS0z7R7-2kVj9nhPV5HushhORp5QbRLD2YPIbBoUcUsqCSZGDF4JlJ8CTEApx5Tz6iSlZ2EohfFp7XNyw~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=ie_RrpqrpCbyM01WTaUo0HSzeyiehde6cRz_-W-JkdsziVeQfRvEFgVf-1qPG-q2wNlhs3Nu93ONh702_IUv9_WeJPGDLa-4H5AqEie2Jzn27skCMAU3LK45vcez4yFnJujkp22QteM-BHFsRUZf2A~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=0betJNvwDlk2dLy9Bx2BccmasFcHYip4vjnlApduBgIxvL8TStswl4DCDNZZ1uPvrMIlnOG-s-b6L-Ercc7GJsjG1XpS30lyqV8z4SIwOIhgB3QEWmXqdSC2VDZ-pM43PcnDAhLL2gGm6aheZd10cg~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=0betJNvwDlk2dLy9Bx2BccmasFcHYip4vjnlApduBgIxvL8TStswl4DCDNZZ1uPvrMIlnOG-s-b6L-Ercc7GJsjG1XpS30lyqV8z4SIwOIhgB3QEWmXqdSC2VDZ-pM43PcnDAhLL2gGm6aheZd10cg~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=GdP1r22GcBD8vdGe5dxM6Ha8zFZl46sGCB0BH3twaK4RqWBMtG7C8eBEPVYO3w1q9KMRCINPm3p9bcfG8vkkAEIBRlwliK7EN1-fwdvzjYAgRkDvpiDgjUDAXCBC7--jvfUMJs8DpFdTKtqi7fXfeg~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=x8jwxZHH8au50-O_KlAO2Fekg_uWczm0eSOLiES4TaHAGUjT0CWFp10NtLx8FmeCuNfbCqkuuqxoni_aZa3SKXKkcB1bM51eB75VS0XpvKWSxQyAoW8pRIf7keYgyBkdTFhLoYC-IP8McjEih9GBoA~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=x8jwxZHH8au50-O_KlAO2Fekg_uWczm0eSOLiES4TaHAGUjT0CWFp10NtLx8FmeCuNfbCqkuuqxoni_aZa3SKXKkcB1bM51eB75VS0XpvKWSxQyAoW8pRIf7keYgyBkdTFhLoYC-IP8McjEih9GBoA~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=iFivbjdVS1kBBecJHcs8PgWpwVVfvib5OStCWxoH01OS1hMXqWjYOI7nRdW0kmdJTxPrmHcdgXhwpO3ggm1zw0nIC26dFbRo1u1m0Y3uojUrL44tGl5QWd9s1kEH9uqonSP2wopyC3QVKzBgyLgz4w~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=T-LOn5dfGd6vlYhuxpo4zRSHNBGUfDIyebOcgqST8mVmhZs7SSOWXhHNSR9SOKzl9bAGi1GwsuacuULYdXKVTD8dmx46ICgCLVxZreBZcZrzLNa0MuYiyXlP22rNtHtUNaSoV8b4YMI3iepDDvLzmQ~~
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North Korea: “Satellite images suggest North Korea is upgrading ports for new, larger 

destroyers” 

 

Piracy: “Pirates Become More Aggressive Using Gunfire in Attempts to Board Ships” 

 

Russia / Ukraine: “Moscow oil refinery struck in Ukraine’s biggest air raid on city since start 

of war”; “Russian-held Crimea grapples with fuel shortages as Ukraine conducts more drone 

attacks”; “Russian strikes kill 11 and set historic cathedral in Kyiv ablaze” 
 

Thailand: “Thailand revives $30 billion coast-to-coast corridor to rival Malacca Strait” 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Issues to Watch 

 

1. Observation on World Affairs  

 

The US-Iran-Israel War is an ongoing issue. Israel continues to fight inside Lebanon due 

to ongoing Hezbollah attacks, Israel also  takes action in Gaza on specifically identified 

targets. 

The US government actions regarding Cuba. This is ongoing and without a good ending. 

There is debate whether Trump is now willing to support Ukraine as a result of discussions 

between President Zelensky and President Trump at the sidelines of the G7 conference. 

China’s ongoing financial crisis based on  lower government’s level of debt both apparent 

and hidden vastly exceeds US debt per capita. 

 

Russia-Ukraine War. Both sides have conducted massive missile and drone attacks against 

each others’ capitals. Ukraine launched the largest drone attack of the war with 992 missiles 

and drones this week. Damage was extensive and one of the most viewed pictures of an oil 

reservoir tank exploding was caused by a Russian air defence missile which misfired as 

opposed to a Ukrainian drone. Russia’s air defences are weakened and unable to cover the 

vast areas needing protection. Moscow has vowed revenge. This is an ongoing issue. 

 

The Sahel is a prime target for Islamists.  There is a growing lack of instability in the 

Sahel. The ongoing outbreak of Ebola is a major international issue and gaining ground. 

Ebola requires bodily contact to spread, especially bodily fluids. The situation may be 

exacerbated by burial traditions in the main area. This is ongoing. 

 

O Canada 

Foreign interference is more than state interference, There are large groups of non-state 

actors the most prominent are the various Palestinian groups, Khalistani separatists as well as 

state actors such as  Iranian security force people implanted in Canada, Russian influencers 

running disinformation campaigns, and Chinese interference well documented by CSIS. 

  

SAC Notes 

https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=KAixM_7KNydhU9pTmrYv51uKpL6BYGVzgMMo66ES9zzoBxAdnCqk3sVB3AT-4NkzF6ojyiGGrb-S72LWy--liwTwNS7TrMiigkEb0roXl4kY0e3OQjUigIYFAUWhRGOcV6WH63rUD32sUwQ3G_4XjA~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=KAixM_7KNydhU9pTmrYv51uKpL6BYGVzgMMo66ES9zzoBxAdnCqk3sVB3AT-4NkzF6ojyiGGrb-S72LWy--liwTwNS7TrMiigkEb0roXl4kY0e3OQjUigIYFAUWhRGOcV6WH63rUD32sUwQ3G_4XjA~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=V_IVnk2LxloCcLReQzRiG2vNUU-szD_S5-tCwC1rj8HLhNJ5YKcmE-4V5gRFtDilwebebKv7So0ywJJ2NtukBCD7JYpXQoq3G_Hi_H4iTVD9XpWFG69UDu0QpsvOSmPVIIpdn6c5BZ06lcj1zswaCg~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=-iLXJSaZYWpu_033R6xNP7WyQdgjC8-77rxumVYrhvy2RZ1uJJPX-2MxY-8_AUiyIMVmNri098Ui8rTsRj4NI03SmE7QBnTo0HXxXXPrYa-vgoUsES_GEuPPgRogQrzH7v-WgC_Q4nDc5kA1cf-PlA~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=-iLXJSaZYWpu_033R6xNP7WyQdgjC8-77rxumVYrhvy2RZ1uJJPX-2MxY-8_AUiyIMVmNri098Ui8rTsRj4NI03SmE7QBnTo0HXxXXPrYa-vgoUsES_GEuPPgRogQrzH7v-WgC_Q4nDc5kA1cf-PlA~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=u3bEZBrdIcUj00Z0YTVq4_eRQHte58atvYAykIY3zFdZoARcynsChQ1nT-mf_SDcDCFdcxnFw_7eVjHeheqsKIIe2rO2usmPVWwFSFIZXowW65OOBmdRMYmBF2tLWQ-GKGtz_YxF7qdMmXc8iu1arg~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=u3bEZBrdIcUj00Z0YTVq4_eRQHte58atvYAykIY3zFdZoARcynsChQ1nT-mf_SDcDCFdcxnFw_7eVjHeheqsKIIe2rO2usmPVWwFSFIZXowW65OOBmdRMYmBF2tLWQ-GKGtz_YxF7qdMmXc8iu1arg~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=h2CaQhClEU2z9ssfwl3ZxNT06WY2UPb2kYnuv3v4x9iDEz9RzUMEqU2swnvSEkuMFJEDntAGMp1kXZ_gOCSNazW_RX0jAaDxCvR7Oijag17NVAg3fVmDX-ET3SADa2TqrcZr9bc1RbA39gMuOLUeeQ~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=DFT7s3Dxoal7n_Vf0_u0YhaGnitZxfNPodySVFFgpNL63h7xbsDptoCNVAn5ZxoJGJwcQFe9ZmObigtzGTtgvd02M49nJmQZ5bEHB3pE2NlDZZ-MOEalkRCYzxlXQAC3L6WM6zdIhCJ2OLT7xUEY8w~~


19 

 

Canada doesn’t even have a foreign agent registry, a very minimal step. Some of these 

groups are using Canadian citizens to do their “dirty work.”  Russia apparently hires young 

influencers to produce various forms of activity that support overall Russian efforts such as 

supporting various groups that cause disruption. Some individuals and groups within the US 

apparently are funding the Alberta separatist movement, although not government funded it 

does support a particular narrative within certain political groups in the US.. The bottom line 

is Canada is under siege by malign actors both state and non-state. Canada’s security forces 

are inadequate to meet the threat through no fault of their own. It requires recognition of the 

problem and a determined Parliament to move more quickly to meet the threat. 

 

Michael Kovrig continues to warn Canadians with China. In his latest interview found on 

LinkedIn he states that Canada’s latest agreement with China about relations only allows for 

ten months of non-tariff conditions for our canola and other identified agricultural and 

marine products. It allows China to enter the Canadian electric vehicle market for five years. 

As he rightly points out, the agreement is lopsided or asymmetrical and gives China entry 

into a vital strategic market and the ability to create conditions that are able to be used to 

coerce Canada in the future.  China is not a friend; it can and will create problems that will 

impact Canadian politics. They can and will interfere in Canadian elections as they did in 

2019 and 2021 as identified by CSIS. This interference was brushed off. Interference of any 

type should not be tolerated as allowed especially by the previous government of Justin 

Trudeau and the Carney Government should know better. 

 

Civil defence is not mentioned in our defence and security policies. There are those that 

believe cell phones and the supporting networks  will be adequate. In the Atlantic Provinces, 

we  know that this is not true. Cell phones and the internet last about 24 hours or less in hard 

hit areas. Most countries use sirens, “old fashioned radio” television, printed education 

materials, as well as the internet. One can bank on tech not to work in an emergency. The old 

ways are still  being used in Ukraine, Finland, the Baltic countries, along with modern 

methods of dissemination, because they work when more delicate systems fail. One might 

think about how Canadians might be informed during a major emergency or conflict. One 

might also consider how one might protect Canadians with  various shelters as well. This 

will be discussed in a future note. 

 

In relation to the selection of a fighter aircraft, once again anti-Americanism has interfered 

once again. Many countries have tried various aircraft, but the F 35 still comes out on top 

long before the RCAF tried it yet again. The Trump administration has complicated the issue 

but it doesn’t change the fact that it has capabilities far beyond a fourth-generation aircraft. 

Canadians need to be reminded that Canada has been there in the F 35 project virtually since 

day one. The RCAF knows the issues yet still continues to want the aircraft. It also might be 

mentioned that Canadian industry also manufactures parts for every F 35 in existence, likely 

to be eventually over 3 k aircraft. There should be no politics at this point, and the 88 aircraft 

contract should be honoured. This being said, it does not stop  the RCAF from also procuring 

the JAS 39, Gripen in suitable numbers  as well and building them here. 

 

Canada has had periods where the RCAF had four fighter fleets and other periods where we 

spent 8% of our GDP on defence. We have done this before, and we can and should do it 

again. As long as we answer the question, “what do we want the armed forces (and security 

forces) to be able to do and under what circumstances? We need to answer this critical 
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question before spending billions we do not have. 

 

Australia 

https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/together-australia-and-japan-are-

stepping-up-in-the-pacific/ 

There is an ongoing move to create a web of countries able to defend the area against 

Chinese incursions and threats. Australia. Japan, the Philippines, South Korea are part of this 

loose coalition involved. 

 

“Made in Australia” published by Australian Strategic Policy Institute suggests that 

Australia needs to have its own capability to build and maintain military and security 

equipment. The opening paragraph explains the position. 

 

“Australia’s prosperity rests on systems that appear permanent but depend on continuous, 

often unseen, inputs that arrive from beyond its borders. That model worked in an era of 

stable global trade, but recent shocks, from the Covid-19 pandemic to geopolitical 

disruption, have exposed a structural weakness. Australia must now shift from optimising for 

cost to securing continuity, and it must do so with urgency and discipline. This paper draws 

on public policy documents, industry case examples and published data to frame resilience 

as a practical national problem. This work is a follow-up to the 2025 ‘Make Stuff Here’—a 

blueprint to reinvigorate Australia’s economy.”  ASPI article published 12 June 2026. Found 

at link: https://www.aspi.org.au/report/make-stuff-here-or-else? 

 

https://www.australiandefence.com.au/defence/sea/australia-to-receive-second-hand-

submarines It appears that the RAN has decided that 3 SSN’s of similar configuration is a 

better idea than a mixture of new and used. 
 

https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/2026-defence-budget-released? The new 

Australian defence budget is revealed. More money is being spent on all the services. 

 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/once-in-a-century-reforms-for-australian-veterans-take-

effect-on-1-july/? This article may interest you. 

 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-adf-is-integrating-ai-faster-than-it-can-govern-it/? This 

article could really get the debate on defence energized here 

 

United States 

One has to wonder about the state of the US Government when they are accused of being a 

“kakistocracy.” I had to look this up and Mr. Copilot was kind enough to get me an answer 

that made sense to me. The definition is, a kakistocracy is ruled by the worst or least 

competent people.  This term was used in an article in “Raw News” written by Alexander 

Willis on 22 June 2026 The article is worth the read It was written after the Washington Post 

reported that the latest Director of National Intelligence was advised and guided by a known 

cult leader called, Chris Butler and had been following him for over twenty years. The article 

concludes with the following statement: “it’s not just a matter of Trump being mad as a 

hatter,” Pengelly wrote. “He’s dragged us all through the looking glass now.” 

 

The US military has been used as a multi-tool. It has been twisted and abused and forced into 

https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/together-australia-and-japan-are-stepping-up-in-the-pacific/
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/together-australia-and-japan-are-stepping-up-in-the-pacific/
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/make-stuff-here-or-else
https://www.australiandefence.com.au/defence/sea/australia-to-receive-second-hand-submarines
https://www.australiandefence.com.au/defence/sea/australia-to-receive-second-hand-submarines
https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/2026-defence-budget-released
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/once-in-a-century-reforms-for-australian-veterans-take-effect-on-1-july/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/once-in-a-century-reforms-for-australian-veterans-take-effect-on-1-july/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-adf-is-integrating-ai-faster-than-it-can-govern-it/
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situations without allies. It is stretched beyond reason at this point. The US Navy in 

particular is smaller than that of the cold war. It is still capable but even the strongest will 

wear away due delayed maintenance of equipment but most importantly its personnel. The 

political leadership does not seem to understand its use and the other tools such as the state 

department; various intelligence agencies may have been a better tool for specific actions or 

the much-maligned instrument such as US AID and other soft power capabilities. If all you 

can comprehend  is combat then one tends to go to the one skill one has. 

 

The Trump Administration has taken aim at NATO. Last week Secretary Hegseth openly 

criticized the US NATO allies, but in doing so displayed the incompetence he is truly noted 

for, complaining that NATO allies did not assist the US is an offensive action against Iran. 

NATO Has been and will continue to be a defensive alliance only. The only time article five 

has been invoked was on behalf of the US after 9/11. The allies answered the call but that 

was a defence.  One wonders if he bothered reading his predecessor’s handover package? 

I would be remiss if I did not congratulate the People of the United States on their 250 th 

anniversary of their independence on 4 July 2026. One hopes that there will be a new dawn 

of hope not only for the United States but for the world. The founding fathers were not 

wrong overall, but it is and should always be “For the People. And By the People” Happy 

Birthday. 

 

Moldova 

The National Post and others reported that Moldova, Ukraine and the European Union have 

commenced formal talks for the accession of both countries to membership in the EU on 15 

June 2026. This is a major step for both countries and testament to the major efforts both 

countries have taken to get to this point. Both countries were well known for corruption, 

weak economies and difficulties with developing aspects of rule of law. Both countries were 

held up by the former Prime Minister of Hungary’s veto of their ascension. With the election 

of the new pro-European Hungarian PM, Peter Magyar who lifted Hungary’s veto since their 

last election. 

 

President Maia Sandu has  stated that Moldova needs to develop its own defence industry 

especially as it relates to interceptor drones in conjunction with Ukraine and others within 

the EU as reported by Reuters on 7 June 2026.  Moldova has been subject to more than 

twenty drone incursions mainly by Russia. 

 

Moldova is considered a neutral country, but unlike most neutral countries has a small 

military and security force. President Dandu also suggested that those who want Moldova 

unarmed, do not understand the situation. Russia has not conducted any operations that 

suggested they would stop because Moldova or any other country is neutral.   

It was reported yesterday in multiple media sites that the EU is now considering separating 

Ukraine and Moldova within  the accession process. Moldova and Ukraine have made major 

changes to their governance in line with EU requirements, however, several countries within 

the EU are reluctant to give Ukraine membership because they are still in conflict with 

Russia. 

 

Georgia 

New sanctions were imposed on Georgia due to a lack of progress on achieving the 

standards necessary for ascension to the EU. The opposition needed help from European 
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partners to restore the rule of law, democracy and equality, and to end political persecution. 

Lasha Parulava, one of the leaders of the United National Movement, said the resolution was 

another sign of support for the Georgian people. 

 

The resolution required that the European Parliament resolution calls on the EU and its 

member states to immediately impose targeted personal sanctions against Bidzina Ivanishvili 

(unofficial head of the Georgia Dream Party), his family members and his companies, 

including asset freezes. The document also calls for sanctions against Georgian Dream 

leaders, certain judges and prosecutors. The information was provided by the Democracy 

and Freedom Watch article,  “Georgia’s ruling party and opposition clash over EU pressure” 

dated 21 June 2026. 

 

Belarus 

On 20  June 2026, Ukrainian President Zelensky gave one week to remove  signals repeaters 

on Belarusian communications towers or that Ukraine will, do it for them. Belarus has been 

used as a springboard for Russia’s attacks particularly on Kyiv since February of 2022 when 

this phase of Russia's war of aggression started again. More recently, Belarus and Russia 

have been more  circumspect, with Russia overflying Belarus territory and across the 

Ukrainian border. 

 

Lukashenko has tried desperately to avoid taking his country to war, yet at the same time has 

materially supported Russia including providing military equipment, assisting in production 

of key components, providing training and exercise areas for Russian forces, transportation 

facilities and more recently with the damage to Russia’s refineries, oil and petroleum 

products; something that has not gone unnoticed in Kyiv. It is apparent that Kyiv is serious 

and will take action. The Russian response has been immediate but their ability to actually 

respond is limited at this point. 

 

There are several points of view on this issue. A report by the United Transitional Cabinet of 

Belarus gave president Zelensky an eight-point plan indicating that Lukashenko is preparing 

to take Belarus into the conflict on the Russian side. It included the following points” 

 

a. Removal of provisions for neutrality from the 2024 military doctrine which now allows 

for pre-emptive strikes; 

b. Military expansion by 50% increase in contract troops with a further  289 k in the reserve; 

c. Increased  defence expenditures; 

d. Closer integration with Moscow; 

e. Building up of reserves of fuel, equipment; 

f. Increased drills and exercises; 

g. Prevention measures as suggested by the United Transitional Cabinet of Belarus; 

h. Increased tensions between Belarus and Ukraine. 

 

If true it would be a departure from Lukashenko’s recent efforts including an apology to 

President Zelensky in early June 2026 stating he had no intentions of entering the war 

against Ukraine. He has done as little as possible in real terms but just enough to stay out of 

harm’s way. Time will tell one way or another. 
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US-Israel-Iran War 

The war is not over by a long shot. The US cannot negotiate a peace treaty without the direct 

involvement of Israel. The latest “agreement” is a sorry piece of work, both shoddy and 

dirty. Israel views this war as existential and views the continued attacks  by the Houthis, 

Hezbollah and the remnants of Hamas as unacceptable and they need to be defanged. The 

US cannot ignore this. 

 

Russia-Ukraine War 

The war continues, after 12 years of general fighting since 2024 and over four years since the 

start of Russia’s full-scale invasion on 24 February 2022. Initially Russia overran nearly 

40% of Ukraine including a major but ultimately failed push on Kyiv itself. They lost nearly 

half of that and now occupy about 20% of Ukraine although they state they have annexed 

four oblasts, Kherson, Zaporizhzhia, Donetsk and Luhansk the Crimean Peninsula and the 

fortress city of Sevastopol.  With the exception of Luhansk, portions of the other oblasts 

remain in Ukrainian possession. Crimea and Sevastopol were taken by “the little green men” 

in 2014. Ukraine was stabbed in the back by a country that had guaranteed its sovereignty. 

There has been no appreciable change in the lines in the recent weeks. The line is more like 

the First World War but with larger areas trapped between the opposing forces. Russia has 

continued to move small tactical groups forward but their ability  to support these troops is 

now considered slim to no support due to more effective Ukrainian FPV drones. Ukraine has 

also gained superiority in the mid-range up to 140  kms. Russia still employs vast quantities 

and still inflicts heavy casualties on Ukraine but not nearly at the same rate currently. 

 

The real change is the type of targets using long range drones and missiles. As mentioned in 

the last notes for 12 June, it is Ukraine that has now launched the largest attack at 972 drones 

in a single attack. Large numbers were shot down but a large number hit their targets. Where 

Russia conducts terror attacks against Ukrainian civilian targets, Ukraine has deliberately 

attacked key elements of Russia’s war effort and its main source of foreign currency, its oil 

and gas industry and supporting facilities. 

 

 Essentially, Ukraine has been attacking these facilities most nights but more recently in 

daylight even in Moscow. This has had the added benefit of having Muscovites see the 

effects of the war personally. If various non-official vlogs are correct this has had an 

unsettling effect  The other benefit is that Russian citizens can see how ineffective the city’s 

air defences actually are and questions are now being asked. 

Russia’s economy continues to deteriorate although it has surprised many people how 

resilient it has proven but even Russian sources suggest that it could fail completely this fall. 

Time will tell. 

 

China 

If one looks or reads official government sources, China continues to perform well 

economically despite ongoing issues with the US, the EU and many of its neighbours. 

Internal difficulties are not always clear as Western and other press outlets are not able 

to  report in China itself. Most media are forced to deal with official sources and thus a “rosy 

picture” is the one that is shown, but China is beset with major difficulties, the biggest issue 

being the debt both official at all levels of Government but more importantly and well 

hidden is the unofficial debt that seems more a Ponzi scheme than financial and economic 

planning. 
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One of the biggest drivers of both official and unofficial or hidden debt is the need to build 

infrastructure. As a result, to achieve unrealistic development goals at the direction of the 

central government, provinces and independent cities have built massive projects especially 

within transportation such as rail and supporting infrastructure, roads, airports, at a scale that 

is unprecedented. This does not include building a huge number of housing  and business 

park developments. It also does not include the subsidization of factory builds which has led 

to a vast over capacity for production. The Economist also estimated that 32% of Chinese 

businesses are unprofitable, also something that has not gone unnoticed in Beijing. The 

Economist places China’s level of subsidies at three to eight times that found in the West, 

something that has not gone unnoticed by China’s customers especially in the EU and the 

US. It does not bode well in the long term. 

 

Based on this massive level of unplanned and unsupervised levels of development, China 

now has to maintain its vast networks thus leaving little room for further development and 

therefore slowing growth. Sanctions and tariffs from other countries are also disrupted as 

factories . The result is closure of increasingly unprofitable enterprises whether state owned 

or private industries. Unemployment is rising, how high the unemployment rate is debatable, 

but although better this year for youth, it seems plant and factory closures are taking their 

toll on middle aged personnel. 

 

The level of discontent is not measurable, as the CCP does its level best to ensure “bad 

news” such as demonstrations are not well known outside the local community. Opposition 

and demonstrations are usually local in nature; there have been exceptions such as 

widespread bank  closures and the loss of deposits as one example. Opposition was local as 

well, usually centred on the actual local grievance. The CCP gets away with its brutal often 

mercurial decisions because there is no centralized opposition to confront the regime, so any 

real opposition will have to come from within the CCP from one of the many factions within 

the Party itself. Xi has consolidated various aspects of power under his leadership, however, 

his leadership seems to be suffering from the Party Elder leadership, but whether this is a 

serious threat to his hold on the party is another question. 

 

China continues to harass its neighbours especially in the South China Sea, in particular the 

Philippines. They have also been critical of international exercises within the area as they see 

this is a major problem for a possible attack on Taiwan to support Xi’s aspirations for 

unifying that island with the mainland. International forces represent potential real 

opposition that could thwart any Chinese plans in the area. China has ramped up naval, coast 

guard and Maritime Militia operations. One can expect this to continue. China conducts 

transactional relationships, open at one moment, but capable of punishing actions short of 

war. This will not change and it will cause ongoing issues in the South Pacific. 

 

 

2. Assessment on Central Africa and Africa-Wide Strategic Influence 

 

Subject:  

Unclassified Assessment of Emerging Strategic, Security, Diplomatic, Economic, and 

Influence Developments Across Africa 
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References: 

a)  Open-source from Africa Intelligence, Euronews, Kyiv Post, Al Jazeera, and associated 

media reporting. 

 

b) Open-Source Intelligence (OSINT) assessment. 

 

Purpose: 

a) The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an updated assessment of strategic 

developments across Africa based upon recent open-source reporting. 

 

b) This assessment evaluates implications for regional security, foreign influence, economic 

competition, and Canadian and Western interests. 

 

Executive Assessment: 

A. Recent reporting confirms that Africa is increasingly becoming a principal arena for 

global strategic competition involving China, Russia, Türkiye, Gulf states, Western 

governments, and emerging regional powers. 

 

B. Five dominant trends are evident: 

(1) Expansion of Chinese strategic leverage through infrastructure, mining, energy, and 

defence sectors. 

 

(2) Intensification of Russian influence operations combining security assistance, 

information campaigns, and soft-power instruments. 

 

(3) Rapid militarization of several African states through foreign defence partnerships and 

drone proliferation. 

 

(4) Growing competition among African leaders for diplomatic influence in multilateral 

institutions. 

 

(5) Increased fragility in humanitarian and governance structures due to conflict and political 

fragmentation. 

 

C. Strategic competition in Africa is expected to intensify throughout 2026–2027. 

 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

A. Former Tshisekedi Special Envoy and Cyber Procurement: 

(1) Reporting suggests that a former special envoy associated with the government of 

President Félix Tshisekedi is seeking advanced cyber-security equipment. 

 

(2) Procurement of sophisticated cyber capabilities by politically connected individuals may 

indicate preparations for intelligence collection, political influence activities, cyber defence, 

or internal elite competition. 

 

B. Turkish Drone Launch Base in Kisangani: 

(1) Reporting indicates that Turkish businessman Turhan Mildon and his company Milvest 

have reportedly secured agreements linked to drone infrastructure development in Kisangani. 
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(2) The initiative appears connected to Kinshasa's effort to improve military capabilities 

against armed groups, including the Congo River Alliance and M23 elements. 

 

C. Strategic Assessment: 

(1) The DRC continues diversifying security partnerships beyond traditional Western actors. 

 

(2) Türkiye's growing defence-industrial footprint in Central Africa mirrors Ankara's broader 

continental strategy emphasizing drones, defence exports, and infrastructure diplomacy. 

 

(3) Drone proliferation in eastern Congo could improve government operational capabilities 

but also risks accelerating regional militarization. 

 

Confidence Assessment: Moderate to High. 

 

Rwanda 

A. Diplomatic Diversification: 

Reporting indicates deepening ties between President Paul Kagame and President Bola 

Tinubu following discreet diplomatic engagement in Paris. 

 

B. Russian Nuclear Cooperation: 

(1) Rwanda's recent agreement with Russia regarding nuclear research, education, and 

technology reflects Kigali's strategy of diversifying strategic partnerships. 

 

(2) Moscow continues leveraging civilian nuclear cooperation to expand long-term influence 

in Africa. 

 

C. International Scrutiny: 

(1) Questions surrounding Kagame's travel to the United States suggest growing 

international attention regarding Rwanda's regional activities and diplomatic positioning. 

 

D. Strategic Assessment: 

(1) Rwanda increasingly positions itself as a regional diplomatic middle power capable of 

engaging simultaneously with Western, Russian, Chinese, and Gulf actors. 

 

Confidence Assessment: High. 

 

Ethiopia 

A. Allied Gold and Kurmuk Mine: 

(1) Reporting indicates continued uncertainty surrounding the opening of the Kurmuk mine 

in western Ethiopia. 

 

(2) Chinese reservations concerning the sale of a Canadian mining company to China's Zijin 

Gold have reportedly delayed development by approximately two months. 

 

B. Defence-Industrial Transformation: 

Leadership changes affecting major business conglomerates associated with the Ethiopian 

defence sector continue following the dismantling of the former METEC industrial structure. 
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C. Strategic Assessment: 

(1) Ethiopia remains one of Africa's most strategically important states due to its 

demographic weight, military capabilities, and geographic position in the Horn of Africa. 

 

(2) Chinese influence in Ethiopia's mining and industrial sectors remains substantial. 

 

(3) Competition for critical minerals in Ethiopia will likely intensify. 

 

Confidence Assessment: High. 

 

Niger 

A. China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC): 

(1) Reporting indicates that the government of General Abdourahamane Tchiani continues to 

rely heavily on the China National Petroleum Corporation for crude exports from the 

Agadem oil fields. 

 

(2) Despite increasing political friction, Niamey appears unable to rapidly replace Chinese 

operational expertise. 

 

B. Strategic Assessment: 

(1) Beijing's leverage over Niger's hydrocarbon sector provides significant geopolitical 

influence. 

 

(2) Economic dependence will likely constrain Niger's ability to diversify strategic 

partnerships. 

 

(3) Chinese control over export infrastructure provides Beijing with long-term leverage. 

 

Confidence Assessment: High. 

 

Nigeria 

A. Defence Procurement Challenges: 

(1) Chinese-manufactured Wing Loong II unmanned combat aerial vehicles operated by the 

Nigerian Air Force have reportedly become the subject of difficult financial negotiations. 

 

(2) Cost overruns and sustainment expenses may negatively affect future procurement 

decisions. 

 

B. Strategic Assessment: 

(1) Chinese defence exports continue expanding across Africa despite affordability concerns. 

 

(2) Sustainment and logistics increasingly represent critical vulnerabilities for African 

militaries operating sophisticated foreign equipment. 

 

Confidence Assessment: Moderate. 

 

Sudan 

A. Humanitarian Architecture Under Strain: 
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(1) Reporting indicates growing fractures within Sudan's Emergency Response Rooms 

(ERRs), a key civilian-led humanitarian mechanism supporting populations affected by the 

ongoing conflict. 

 

(2) Internal divisions reportedly threaten aid distribution and humanitarian access. 

 

B. Strategic Assessment: 

(1) Fragmentation of local humanitarian networks risks worsening already catastrophic 

humanitarian conditions. 

 

(2) Reduced aid effectiveness could increase displacement, instability, and opportunities for 

armed actors to exploit civilian populations. 

(3) Continued deterioration could produce wider regional spillover effects affecting Chad, 

South Sudan, Egypt, Ethiopia, and the Central African Republic. 

Confidence Assessment: High. 

 

Senegal 

A. Former President Macky Sall continues campaigning internationally for the position of 

United Nations Secretary-General. 

 

B. Reporting indicates active outreach to Asian governments to consolidate diplomatic 

support. 

 

C. Strategic Assessment: 

(1) African representation in senior UN leadership positions remains strategically important 

for continental diplomacy. 

 

(2) China may emerge as a significant voting influencer within this process. 

 

Confidence Assessment: Moderate. 

 

Russian Strategic Influence 

A. Russian Houses Network: 

(1) Ukrainian intelligence reporting alleges that Russian cultural centres known as “Russian 

Houses” are functioning as instruments of influence, recruitment, and strategic messaging 

across Africa. 

 

(2) These institutions reportedly offer scholarships, educational opportunities, employment 

incentives, language instruction, and cultural engagement programs. Recent reporting further 

alleges that Russia is utilizing this expanding network as part of a broader hybrid influence 

campaign targeting African youth populations, with some participants reportedly being 

recruited or directed toward employment opportunities within Russian defence industries, 

including drone manufacturing facilities. 

 

B. Africa Corps: 

(1) Reporting further suggests that the Russian Africa Corps maintains between 

approximately 8,000 and 10,000 personnel deployed across several African states. 
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(2) Russian military structures reportedly continue supporting governments and military 

juntas in countries including Mali, Niger, and Burkina Faso. 

 

C. Hybrid Influence Operations: 

(1) Russia appears to employ a comprehensive strategy integrating military assistance, 

information operations, cultural diplomacy, proxy organizations, and media campaigns. 

 

(2) Moscow's objective appears focused on securing political influence, resource access, 

diplomatic support, and strategic positioning while reducing Western influence. 

 

D. Strategic Assessment: 

(1) Russian influence activities in Africa are likely to remain a major security concern for 

NATO and Western governments. 

 

(2) Information operations targeting youth populations represent a long-term strategic 

challenge. 

 

Confidence Assessment: Moderate. 

 

China's Continent-wide Strategy 

A. Chinese involvement appears directly or indirectly in nearly every major economic and 

strategic development examined in this assessment. 

 

B. Chinese strategic priorities appear to include access to strategic minerals, energy security, 

defence exports, diplomatic influence, infrastructure dominance, and elite relationship-

building. 

 

C. Beijing continues employing a whole-of-government approach combining diplomacy, 

state financing, commercial investment, and strategic infrastructure. 

 

Confidence Assessment: High. 

 

Türkiye’s Expanding Role 

A. Turkish involvement in Congolese drone infrastructure reflects Ankara's broader African 

strategy. 

 

B. Türkiye increasingly combines defence exports, security cooperation, commercial 

investment, infrastructure projects, and diplomatic engagement. 

 

C. Turkish drone diplomacy is expected to continue expanding across Africa. 

 

Confidence Assessment: Moderate. 

 

Implications for Canada and Western Partners 

A. Strategic competition in Africa is becoming increasingly multidimensional and contested. 

 

B. Intelligence collection priorities should include Chinese strategic infrastructure projects, 

Russian influence operations, foreign drone proliferation, critical mineral acquisition, cyber 
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capability procurement, and humanitarian instability. 

C. Canada and allied governments should anticipate continued erosion of traditional Western 

influence absent sustained diplomatic and economic engagement. 

 

Conclusion: 

A. Africa's geopolitical landscape is entering a period of accelerated transformation 

characterized by intensified competition among major powers, increasing militarization, 

expanding foreign influence operations, and growing contestation over strategic resources. 

 

B. China remains the dominant economic actor across much of the continent, while Russia 

continues expanding its security and influence footprint. Emerging actors such as Türkiye 

are also rapidly increasing their strategic presence. 

 

C. African governments continue pursuing diversified foreign policies designed to maximize 

autonomy and leverage international competition to advance national interests. 

 

Overall Confidence Assessment: Moderate to High. 
 

 

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS) 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-

leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html

