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Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia Dispatches 

20 February 2026 

 

The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the study, 

promotion and debate on defence, security, and safety issues. 

 

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media by 

the Institute.  Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches but 

may be unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada. 

 

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in Dispatches.  

Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.   

Email to RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.   

 

Comments to articles can be from members or non-members of RUSI(NS).  Any 

comment in Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author and does not necessarily 

represent the views of the Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia, the Department 

of National Defence or other government department, the Canadian Armed Forces, or the 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police or other agency. 

 

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), 

please inform RUSI(NS).  Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting 

RUSI(NS). 

 

Editor’s note: Prime Minister Mark Carney has launched Canada’s first Defence 

Industrial Strategy (DIS) on 17 February 2026 to strengthen security, create prosperity, 

and reinforce strategic autonomy. Details in 

https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2026/02/17/prime-minister-carney-

launches-canadas-first-defence-industrial, and 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/corporate/reports-

publications/industrial-strategy/security-sovereignty-prosperity.html#toc0 

 

THIS WEEK IN CANADIAN HISTORY: 

• On 18 February 1944, sixteen Canadian minesweepers, in four divisions of four 

ships, begin to leave St. John's for British waters to take part in the invasion of 

Normandy. 

• On 15 February 1965, the new Maple Leaf Flag was made official by a 

proclamation from Queen Elizabeth II on January 28, 1965, and was inaugurated 

in a public ceremony on Parliament Hill.  The RCN commensurately lowered the 

white and blue ensigns for the last time on ships and shore establishments, 

replacing it with the new flag.    

 

The next issue will be on 6 March 2026, 11 am (Atlantic Time).  

Other editorial comments as desired. 

mailto:RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2026/02/17/prime-minister-carney-launches-canadas-first-defence-industrial
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2026/02/17/prime-minister-carney-launches-canadas-first-defence-industrial
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/corporate/reports-publications/industrial-strategy/security-sovereignty-prosperity.html#toc0
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/corporate/reports-publications/industrial-strategy/security-sovereignty-prosperity.html#toc0
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Quick links: 

Events 

Publications 

@RUSI_NS on X 

 Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook 

Other Sources  

 Odds and Sods 

 SAC Notes 

 

 

 

 

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media 
 

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and 

Facebook accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com.  Preferably, send the material 

ready to post. We are still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts 

in order to keep them active. 
  

 

 

Events 
To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.  RUSI(NS) events 

are by invitation.  If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email 

RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.  RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice.  

Email RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring. 
 

 

 

RUSI (NS) Events: 

 

February-June 2026 Schedule: 

 

February - ACOA end February, virtual, date to be decided 

March -    NORAD Modernization Update, virtual, and 

  CJFC Briefing, virtual 

April - RCMP or CBSA update, in-person, likely their location.  

May - Col. Tarra Willis, Comd 12 Wing, Future of Maritime Air, hybrid,  

in-person +virtual, Shearwater Aviation Museum.  

June -  Mr. Harvey Vardy, Director Intervention Response Atlantic, virtual,  

17 June, 2026.  

Summer Meet and Greet, RA Park, 25 June 2026 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rusinsdispatches@gmail.com
mailto:RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com
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Other Events: 

 

New 26 February, 2026, Thursday: RAUSI- Rocky Mountain Conference on 

Security and Defence (RMCSD) Series 

Law, Legitimacy, and Limits: Rule of Law as a Vital National Interest 

1900 hours (Mountain) via Zoom (1800 PST / 2100 EST 0300 CET 27 Feb) 

This Fire-side Chat brings together two senior allied military jurists to explore how rule 

of law functions as a vital national interest, shaping legitimacy, constraining state action, 

and influencing decision-making in an increasingly contested security environment: 

• Lieutenant General Joseph B. Berger III (Retired), former Judge Advocate 

General of the U.S. Army 

• Brigadier-General Ken Watkin, OMM, CD, KC (Retired), former Judge Advocate 

General of the Canadian Armed Forces 

For registration: https://www.rausi.ca/law-legitimacy-limits#registration 

 

New 27 February, 2026, Friday: The Veterans Affairs Canada  

The Canadian Veterans will host a Veterans' Open Mic in Halifax in the Chiefs and Petty 

Officers' Mess (Windsor & Atlantic Rooms) in Juno Tower at CFB Halifax, 2648 Lorne 

Terrace, 18:30-21:30 pm (Atlantic Time). 

This event is being hosted as part of activities commemorating the 35th anniversary of 

Operation Friction and the end of the Persian Gulf War. 

The Veterans Open Mic recognizes the important role music plays in the healing process 

and in bringing people together. Veterans, current serving members, their families and 

their guests are invited to an enjoy an entertaining evening where they will have the 

opportunity to share stories and songs or simply enjoy the show. Light refreshments will 

be served. 

Feel free to share the information to those who you feel might be interested in 

participating. Please join by acquiring a free ticket through: Simpli Events 

 

New 4-5 March, 2026, Wednesday-Thursday: The CDA Institute Presentation  

“Ottawa Conference”, Fairmont Chateau Laurier Hotel, Ottawa, in cooperation with 

the Department of National Defence.  

The Conference draws a wide range of participants from across the defence and security 

community. The Ottawa conference is streamed publicly through Canada’s parliamentary 

cable network, CPAC, with no cost or registration required. Recordings will be available 

afterward in the CPAC Video Archive.  

Details in https://cdainstitute.ca/events/ottawa-conference-march-4th-5th-2026/ 

 

New 30 April, 2026, Thursday: Maritime Defence and Security Symposium and 

BOA Gala, the Halifax Hotel, Halifax 

The event is co-hosted by NAC and the Canadian Maritime Security Network. The 

symposium theme is “Canada in Alliance & Conflict: The Will of a Nation.”  

A reception will be held the evening of 29 April ahead of the symposium and the NAC 

will host the National BOA Gala on 30 April at the same venue. Details to follow but 

mark your calendars and hold that date! 

 

https://rausi.org/index.php?option=com_acym&ctrl=fronturl&task=click&urlid=1655&userid=306&mailid=396
https://www.rausi.ca/law-legitimacy-limits#registration
https://simpli.events/e/VACopenmic-microouvertACC-Halifax
https://cpac.ca/
https://www.cpac.ca/search
https://cdainstitute.ca/events/ottawa-conference-march-4th-5th-2026/


4 

 

New 13-16 July, 2026, Monday-Tuesday, Maritime & Arctic Security & Safety 

Conference (MASS)  

At St. John’s Convention Centre, St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Register early and receive 20% off conference passes. Offer available until April 1, 2026, 

at 

https://acada.member365.ca/public/event/details/5df860efea5ae61437a5a7ad4e9e0c31b4

5ebaef/1 

 

 

Wargaming Events:  

Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule: 

https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents 

 

 

 

 

 

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest 

edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To readers 

of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated. 

 

Weekly: 

Naval Association of Canada 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update 

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members 

News 

 

Bi-weekly:  

Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch 

 

Monthly: 

Canadian Gunner News 

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews 

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué 

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions 

Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches 

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician 

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt 

Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter 

Veterans Affairs Canada Salute! 

 

Quarterly: 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter 

 

 

Publications 

https://acada.member365.ca/public/event/details/5df860efea5ae61437a5a7ad4e9e0c31b45ebaef/1
https://acada.member365.ca/public/event/details/5df860efea5ae61437a5a7ad4e9e0c31b45ebaef/1
https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents


5 

 

 

 

 

NATO @NATO 15 Feb posted:  

Canada  Denmark  France  and the United 

States  participated in air military operations and 

surveillance over Greenland  and Iceland . 

Operation Noble Defender is an annual operation in the 

Arctic led by the US-Canadian North American Defence 

Commands (NORAD). 

 

RUSI(NS) quoted: Operation NOBLE DEFENDER: 1. 

Demonstrate NORAD's ability to launch US & Canadian 

forces at a moment's notice from dispersed locations & 

defend North America from any & all approaches. 2. 

Demonstrate integrated Canada-US operations across the 

Arctic in Alaska, Canada and Greenland. 

 
 

  
 

Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster 11 Feb posted 

and RUSI(NS) reposted:  

Canada urges NATO to make Arctic Sentry initiative 

permanent #cdnpoli 

#NATO https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/nato-arctic-

defence-anand-greenland-trump-9.7085632 

 

  
 

National Newswatch @natnewswatch 10 Feb posted 

and RUSI(NS) reposted: 

https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/uk-should-have-more-

submarines-mps-told/ 

 

Does seem to be a mix of crewed submarines and UUV 

(chariots?) that are being advocated.  Does raise a 

thought: what should be the extent of the Canadian  
submarine force beyond the twelve SSK currently being sought? And what would be the 

rationale (concept of employment) for the number of submarines and UUV? 

 

 

@RUSI_NS on X 
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca. 

To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS). 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/nato-arctic-defence-anand-greenland-trump-9.7085632
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/nato-arctic-defence-anand-greenland-trump-9.7085632
https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/uk-should-have-more-submarines-mps-told/
https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/uk-should-have-more-submarines-mps-told/
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UK should have more submarines, MPs told 

https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/uk-should-have-more-

submarines-mps-told/ 

 

Does seem to be a mix of crewed submarines and UUV 

(chariots?) that are being advocated.  Does raise a 

thought: what should be the extent of the Canadian  
submarine force beyond the twelve SSK currently being sought? And what would be the 

rationale (concept of employment) for the number of submarines and UUV? 

 

Maritime Action Plan Aims to Revitalize 

Shipbuilding 

https://gcaptain.com/white-house-maritime-action-plan/ 

 

Well written piece. It’d be interesting to read a Canadian 

analysis of what the Plan means for Canadian 

shipbuilding.  
 

Plan itself at: https://www.whitehouse.gov/maritimemight/  

 

Canada gets mentioned once, in a recommended policy action: “Empower Arctic Allies. 

Support European Arctic allies’ efforts to secure the European Arctic region, while the United 

States secures the North American Arctic along with Canada.”  Interesting that this is in such a 

Plan. 

 

“...a land port maintenance tax on merchandise entering the United States through land ports of 

entry.” 

 

That could have an adverse impact on Canada-US trade, on top of tariffs. 

 

This doesn’t add up: as strategy looks north, Defence 

workforce shifts south 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/this-doesnt-add-up-as-

strategy-looks-north-defence-workforce-shifts-south/ 

 

“A force structured primarily around peacetime cost 

efficiency may struggle to scale under pressure if  
workforce mass and enabling functions aren’t embedded in the theatre most likely to generate 

sustained operations.” 

“Strategic weight without workforce depth is a risk. With shortened warning times and rising 

“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook: 
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at  

https://RUSI-NS.ca. 

To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. 

https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/uk-should-have-more-submarines-mps-told/
https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/uk-should-have-more-submarines-mps-told/
https://gcaptain.com/white-house-maritime-action-plan/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/maritimemight/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/this-doesnt-add-up-as-strategy-looks-north-defence-workforce-shifts-south/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/this-doesnt-add-up-as-strategy-looks-north-defence-workforce-shifts-south/
https://rusi-ns.ca/
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operational demands, the location of people is as consequential as their numbers.” 

 

Interesting words.  Structure (locate) forces to meet strategy.  Is Canada locating its Forces 

appropriately, or are we staying with legacy infrastructure?  Are North/Arctic development 

plans ('strategy' would be incorrect usage there) conforming with Canada's strategies? 

 

UK faces rising undersea threat, MPs warned in 

stark evidence session 

https://www.navylookout.com/uk-faces-rising-

undersea-threat-mps-warned-in-stark-evidence-session/ 

 

“…the undersea domain can no longer be treated as a 

niche naval concern. It is a frontline of national   
security.” 

 

Canada, too, faces the rise of undersea threat. 

 

New subs will require added gear to operate under 

ice, navy chief says 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-new-

submarines-will-require-extra-gear-after-delivery-to-

operate-under/ 

 

“The new submarines Canada plans to buy will not 

arrive with all the necessary equipment to operate under 

Arctic ice, meaning they will require modifications after 

delivery, the head of the navy says.” 

 

 

The article sparked discussion amongst retired submariners about the challenges of operating 

Canadian submarines under ice.  One informative comment: In the 1980s the Royal Canadian 

Navy's Oberon-class submarines (a.k.a. the ‘O-boats’) were fitted with a temporary upward 

looking sonar for operations on the ice edge.  If an upward looking sonar is not part of the 

original sonar suite in the new submarine to be procured under the Canadian Patrol Submarine 

Project, a naval modification to add it is relatively simple and cheap. The Globe and mail 

article made it sound like a major mod to the submarine would be required.  Also around that 

time Defence Research and Development Canada conducted a study on how a conventional 

submarine could snort through ice.  The study demonstrated that a heat probe on the top of the 

snorkel mast could melt through a substantial amount of ice, and if not allowing the submarine 

to snorkel at least to refresh the atmosphere in the boat.  This capability was never 

implemented.  During the introduction of the Victoria-class submarines a symposium was run 

at the Canadian Forces Maritime Warfare Centre on conventional submarine operations in the 

Arctic.  The prediction for open ice in the Arctic made by the ice scientists at that time (2007-

8) for this decade (2020-30) was much less than the amount of open ice now.  In addition, last 

year the Portuguese Navy sent their German-designed boat under the Canadian ice for a 

number of short transits. A commanding officer of a Canadian submarine was a rider in the 

Portuguese submarine.  In summary, Arctic conventional submarine operations, especially 

https://www.navylookout.com/uk-faces-rising-undersea-threat-mps-warned-in-stark-evidence-session/
https://www.navylookout.com/uk-faces-rising-undersea-threat-mps-warned-in-stark-evidence-session/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-new-submarines-will-require-extra-gear-after-delivery-to-operate-under/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-new-submarines-will-require-extra-gear-after-delivery-to-operate-under/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-new-submarines-will-require-extra-gear-after-delivery-to-operate-under/
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with a capable air-independent propulsion system, are challenging but not new. They will 

hopefully be a normal part of Royal Canadian Navy submarine operations. 

 

In the Next Pacific War, America Will Be Imperial 

Japan 

https://nationalinterest.org/feature/in-next-pacific-war-

america-will-be-imperial-japan-jh-021026 

 

“...the combatant better able to regenerate combat power 

after suffering battle damage was the likeliest victor in  
war.” 

 

Battalions win battles, wallets win wars.  (Rhetorical question) To what extent have Canadian 

industries been engaged in war planning? 

 

DARPA awards contract to Raytheon for advanced 

sensing system 

https://www.naval-technology.com/news/dapra-

raytheon-sensing-systems/?cf-view 

 

“The system will deploy these (electro-optical/infrared) 

sensors using a tethered drone linked to a  
semi-autonomous unmanned platform, which is towed by commercial and naval logistics 

ships.” 

 

Shades of merchant ships towing aerostats during the world wars. 

 

Which department/agency in Canada might be looking at developing protection, of any sort, 

for Canadian merchant ships? 

 

EU Escalates Crackdown on Russia’s Shadow Fleet 

With Full Maritime Services Ban 

https://gcaptain.com/eu-escalates-crackdown-on-russias-

shadow-fleet-with-full-maritime-services-ban/ 

 

“...a complete ban on maritime services for Russian 

crude oil...”  
 

Would Canada be prepared to implement such a ban?  How would that be done?  Which 

departments and agencies would be involved, and who would lead?  One can envision the need 

for a lot of coordination and planning between departments and agencies, with wargaming and 

exercising the procedures a good way to ensure it works at the working level. 

 

https://nationalinterest.org/feature/in-next-pacific-war-america-will-be-imperial-japan-jh-021026
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/in-next-pacific-war-america-will-be-imperial-japan-jh-021026
https://www.naval-technology.com/news/dapra-raytheon-sensing-systems/?cf-view
https://www.naval-technology.com/news/dapra-raytheon-sensing-systems/?cf-view
https://gcaptain.com/eu-escalates-crackdown-on-russias-shadow-fleet-with-full-maritime-services-ban/
https://gcaptain.com/eu-escalates-crackdown-on-russias-shadow-fleet-with-full-maritime-services-ban/
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The “Donroe Doctrine” moved to the Arctic. Europe 

must now redefine burden sharing 

https://thebulletin.org/2026/01/the-donroe-doctrine-

moved-to-the-arctic-europe-must-now-redefine-burden-

sharing/ 

 

“...there needs to be a grand strategic bargain of   

Europeans in Europe. Denmark shall be able to focus more on the North, while Germany 

plays a larger role in securing the Eastern flank. That’s what a smart European burden-sharing 

and efficiency should look like.” 

 

Another Euro-centric article with no mention of Canada as an Arctic nation, an obvious 

contributing nation to the defence and security of the region when there is a whole-of-region 

perspective.  Maybe Canada should reduce its engagement in (and commitments to) European 

defence and, as the author proposes about Denmark, focus on the Arctic. 

 

China’s Blue-Water Research Fleet: Science in 

Service of Strategy 

https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-notes/19/ 

 

“China’s marine scientific research fleet—currently the 

world’s largest—is capable of conducting a catalog of 

missions that advance Beijing’s strategic and military 

ambitions and undermine U.S. interests. These potential 

missions range from studying oceanic phenomena that 

impact naval operations to supporting China’s vision of 

the international maritime order.” 

 

Chinese ‘research’ in the Canadian Arctic has to be 

looked at with this in mind. 

 
  
 

 

  

https://thebulletin.org/2026/01/the-donroe-doctrine-moved-to-the-arctic-europe-must-now-redefine-burden-sharing/
https://thebulletin.org/2026/01/the-donroe-doctrine-moved-to-the-arctic-europe-must-now-redefine-burden-sharing/
https://thebulletin.org/2026/01/the-donroe-doctrine-moved-to-the-arctic-europe-must-now-redefine-burden-sharing/
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-notes/19/
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#armour #Russia-Ukraine War 

Are Tanks Obsolete on the Modern Battlefield? Not Exactly 

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/are-tanks-obsolete-on-modern-battlefield-not-exactly-sa-

021226 

 

Cyber Intelligence 

There have been cyber attacks against the Olympics but to date the Italians have done a solid 

job of defence by holding off the Russians and now are countering cybercriminals. The 

current Olympic cyber threat is fake mascot sales.  

 

The PRC has the largest government-linked hacker force. Other PRC hacking activities 

include: a newly discovered hacker group, an attack on Singapore’s telecommunications, 

using Google’s Chatbot to organize attacks, and holding a hacking contest.  

 

Norway warns that ‘Salt Typhoon’ should be expected to resume its attacks. Russia tried to 

turn off Poland’s electrical grid.  

 

More information in: 

Google Ties Suspected Russian Actor to CANFAIL Malware Attacks on Ukrainian Orgs 

https://thehackernews.com/2026/02/google-ties-suspected-russian-actor-

to.html?_m=3n%2e009a%2e3903%2exi0ao0b2aq%2e2y60 

  

Russia attack knocked out pipeline carrying its own oil to Europe, Ukraine says 

https://www.straitstimes.com/world/europe/russia-attack-knocked-out-pipeline-carrying-its-

own-oil-to-europe-ukraine-says 

 

Russian Companies Hit by Massive Botnet-Driven Attacks 

https://caspianpost.com/regions/russian-companies-hit-by-massive-botnet-driven-attacks 

 

Russia is hacking zero-days again 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ck8IPInn74A 

 

#defence industry 

Liberals’ Defence Industrial Strategy expected to be released next week 

https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-watch/defence-industrial-strategy-canada 

“Minister Mélanie Joly said that the government was interested in a broader interpretation of 

defence spending. ‘When I talk about defence, let’s be very clear. It means, obviously, land, 

sea, and air. It means cyber,’ Joly said. ‘It also means threats to our health, like pandemics, or 

even climate change impacts, such as wildfires. So we have a large definition of defence.’” 

Pretty broad definition.  Is it workable? 

 

Other Sources 

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/are-tanks-obsolete-on-modern-battlefield-not-exactly-sa-021226
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/are-tanks-obsolete-on-modern-battlefield-not-exactly-sa-021226
https://thehackernews.com/2026/02/google-ties-suspected-russian-actor-to.html?_m=3n%2e009a%2e3903%2exi0ao0b2aq%2e2y60
https://thehackernews.com/2026/02/google-ties-suspected-russian-actor-to.html?_m=3n%2e009a%2e3903%2exi0ao0b2aq%2e2y60
https://www.straitstimes.com/world/europe/russia-attack-knocked-out-pipeline-carrying-its-own-oil-to-europe-ukraine-says
https://www.straitstimes.com/world/europe/russia-attack-knocked-out-pipeline-carrying-its-own-oil-to-europe-ukraine-says
https://caspianpost.com/regions/russian-companies-hit-by-massive-botnet-driven-attacks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ck8IPInn74A
https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-watch/defence-industrial-strategy-canada
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#defence policy 

A turning point: US recognises agriculture as a domain of defence 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/a-turning-point-us-recognises-agriculture-as-a-domain-of-

defence/ 

Does this mean that we can expect to see an Order-in-Council transferring Agriculture and 

Agri-Food Canada to under the supervision of the MND? 

 

Further 

Arctic Strategy, Trade Wars and the Future of Prairie Farming 

From a seed magazine, no less, a piece peppered with 'strategy' and 

'security': https://www.seedworld.com/canada/2026/02/12/arctic-strategy-trade-wars-and-the-

future-of-prairie-farming/ 

 

#drones #Royal Canadian Air Force 

Securing The High North: MQ-9B SeaGuardian’s Role In Arctic Security 

https://www.twz.com/sponsored-content/securing-the-high-north-mq-9b-seaguardians-role-in-

arctic-security 

Note mentions of Canada and the RCAF. 

 

#intelligence 

‘Mission ahead, heavens above’ 

https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2026/02/mission-ahead-heavens-above/411266/ 

Fictional Intelligence, a new monthly column, explores the future of technology and warfare 

through the lens of short speculative fiction. This first one is about China, space, ground 

networks and special operations. 

 

#maritime security 

Letters of Marque and Reprisal 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/letters-marque-reprisal-kevin-rowlands-9lz1e/ 

 

#medical #drones 

Drone warfare requires new age of battlefield medicine 

https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/2026/02/11/drone-warfare-requires-new-age-of-

battlefield-medicine/ 

 

#NATO 

The US wants a Europe-led NATO. Europeans should start planning it 

https://www.euractiv.com/opinion/the-us-wants-a-europe-led-nato-europeans-should-start-

planning-it/ 

 

#Royal Canadian Navy 

Canada’s River-class destroyer training to start before ships join fleet 

https://www.navaltoday.com/2026/02/13/canadas-river-class-destroyer-training-to-start-

before-ships-join-fleet/ 

Good move - train before embark. 

 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/a-turning-point-us-recognises-agriculture-as-a-domain-of-defence/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/a-turning-point-us-recognises-agriculture-as-a-domain-of-defence/
https://www.seedworld.com/canada/2026/02/12/arctic-strategy-trade-wars-and-the-future-of-prairie-farming/
https://www.seedworld.com/canada/2026/02/12/arctic-strategy-trade-wars-and-the-future-of-prairie-farming/
https://www.twz.com/sponsored-content/securing-the-high-north-mq-9b-seaguardians-role-in-arctic-security
https://www.twz.com/sponsored-content/securing-the-high-north-mq-9b-seaguardians-role-in-arctic-security
https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2026/02/mission-ahead-heavens-above/411266/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/letters-marque-reprisal-kevin-rowlands-9lz1e/
https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/2026/02/11/drone-warfare-requires-new-age-of-battlefield-medicine/
https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/2026/02/11/drone-warfare-requires-new-age-of-battlefield-medicine/
https://www.euractiv.com/opinion/the-us-wants-a-europe-led-nato-europeans-should-start-planning-it/
https://www.euractiv.com/opinion/the-us-wants-a-europe-led-nato-europeans-should-start-planning-it/
https://www.navaltoday.com/2026/02/13/canadas-river-class-destroyer-training-to-start-before-ships-join-fleet/
https://www.navaltoday.com/2026/02/13/canadas-river-class-destroyer-training-to-start-before-ships-join-fleet/
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#Royal Canadian Navy 

TKMS and Magellan Sign Teaming Agreement to Support Heavyweight Torpedo Production 

and In-Service Support for the Canadian Patrol Submarine Project 

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/tkms-and-magellan-sign-teaming-agreement 

 

When Vice-Admiral Topshee spoke to RUSI(NS) a couple years ago, he made the point that 

he'd rather change out the RCN's current torpedo and its shore support infrastructure than 

change the design of whichever submarine wins the CPSP contract to fit the RCN's current 

torpedoes. It highlights that project costs include supporting infrastructure, something readers 

may miss. 

 

#wargaming 

Applying Deception in Wargaming: Introducing Limited Intelligence into Wargames 

https://wargamingco.blogspot.com/2026/01/applying-deception-in-wargaming.html 

 

#wargaming 

Wargaming – Australian Combined Arms 

https://cove.army.gov.au/article/wargaming-australian-combined-arms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Odds and Sods… 

 

 

 

#armour #drones #Russia-Ukraine War 

 

Behold The Russian Weed Whacker Tank 

(video) https://www.trenchart.us/p/behold-the-russian-weed-

whacker-tank 
 

Can’t blame them for being innovative…  
 

#drones 

 

REGENT Squire Seaglider USA-V Drone Shaped For 

Future U.S. Reconnaissance And Logistics In Contested 

Seas. 

https://www.armyrecognition.com/news/navy-

news/2026/regent-squire-seaglider-usa-v-drone-shaped-

for-future-u-s-reconnaissance-and-logistics-in-contested-

seas  

https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/tkms-and-magellan-sign-teaming-agreement
https://wargamingco.blogspot.com/2026/01/applying-deception-in-wargaming.html
https://cove.army.gov.au/article/wargaming-australian-combined-arms
https://www.trenchart.us/p/behold-the-russian-weed-whacker-tank
https://www.trenchart.us/p/behold-the-russian-weed-whacker-tank
https://www.armyrecognition.com/news/navy-news/2026/regent-squire-seaglider-usa-v-drone-shaped-for-future-u-s-reconnaissance-and-logistics-in-contested-seas
https://www.armyrecognition.com/news/navy-news/2026/regent-squire-seaglider-usa-v-drone-shaped-for-future-u-s-reconnaissance-and-logistics-in-contested-seas
https://www.armyrecognition.com/news/navy-news/2026/regent-squire-seaglider-usa-v-drone-shaped-for-future-u-s-reconnaissance-and-logistics-in-contested-seas
https://www.armyrecognition.com/news/navy-news/2026/regent-squire-seaglider-usa-v-drone-shaped-for-future-u-s-reconnaissance-and-logistics-in-contested-seas
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Part Boat, Part Aircraft: US Firm REGENT Launches Hybrid Seaglider. 

https://nextgendefense.com/us-firm-hybrid-seaglider/ 

 

USA-V = Unmanned Surface and Aerial Vehicle 

 

Drones, this is a hydrofoiling wing-in-ground effect (WIG) craft, are getting more 

complicated.  Is this an equipment/munition, or is it a platform (aircraft. vessel)?  And the 

initialisms for various drones are getting more complicated. 

 

Government of Canada Department of National Defence, Canadian Armed Forces News 

Release, 15 February 2026: Spring icebreaking on St. Lawrence River between Montréal 

and Québec City 
  

The Canadian Coast Guard’s spring icebreaking operations on the St. Lawrence River 

between Montréal and Québec City will start on Saturday, February 21, 2026. Icebreaking 

dates are subject to change without notice and may start earlier due to warmer weather, which 

causes ice by the shore to break up faster. Icebreaking will then continue on several streams, 

rivers, and river mouths in Quebec. 

 

Annual operations on the St. Lawrence River, including those near Lac-Saint-Pierre, are 

designed to break ice into smaller pieces, preventing large blocks of ice from drifting and 

blocking navigation channels. Icebreaking operations on smaller rivers help clear ice from 

water entrances to prevent ice jams and flooding that may occur during the spring thaw. 

This type of icebreaking is carried out by the Canadian Coast Guard’s air cushion vehicles, 

also known as hovercrafts, the Canadian Coast Guard Ship (CCGS) Mamilossa or the 

CCGS Sipu Muin. People in the area may hear loud noises similar to an aircraft, which are the 

hovercrafts’ engines. 

 

The Canadian Coast Guard asks to the public to review the following ice safety tips. It is 

always dangerous to be on the ice when icebreakers, hovercrafts, or any other vessels are in 

the area. Ice movement can occur and put anyone in the area in danger, even long after the 

vessel has left. 

 

Government of Canada Department of National Defence, Canadian Armed Forces News 

Release, 19 February 2026: Enhanced Canadian Armed Forces Arctic operations 

reinforce sovereignty throughout 2026 

 

Throughout 2026, the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) will conduct operations across the 

Arctic and the North to detect, deter, and, if required, defend against threats—demonstrating 

its capability and capacity to protect Canadian sovereignty across the land, maritime, air, 

cyber, and space domains. 

  

The CAF will employ ships, aircraft, vehicles, and personnel from the Royal Canadian Navy, 

Canadian Army, Royal Canadian Air Force, and Canadian Special Operations Forces 

Command in coordinated activities with the Canadian Coast Guard and allied forces. 

Operations are supported by modern command-and-control, communications, sensing, and 

https://nextgendefense.com/us-firm-hybrid-seaglider/
https://www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/icebreaking-deglacage/ice-safety-securite-glace-eng.html
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sustainment, which will be bolstered by the Northern Operational Support Hubs that will 

enhance presence, reach, mobility, and responsiveness in northern regions. 

 

These operations enable the CAF to strengthen its presence in the Arctic and the North to 

protect Canada’s sovereignty and contribute to the defence of North America. By operating 

regularly across the region, the CAF improves its ability to detect potential threats early, 

respond effectively, and operate cohesively alongside Canada’s North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (NATO) and Arctic allies. 

  

Working in collaboration with Inuit and Northern Indigenous governments and communities, 

other federal departments and agencies, and territorial and municipal governments, the CAF 

maintains a meaningful and enduring presence that safeguards Canadian sovereignty amid 

heightened global attention on the Arctic. 

  

The 2026 programme launches with Operation NANOOK-NUNALIVUT, focused on 

long-range sustainment along the Northwest Passage and defensive activities throughout 

Yukon, Northwest Territories, and Nunavut. Additional Operation NANOOK serials will run 

sequentially—and in some cases concurrently—throughout the year: 

  

• NANOOK-NUNAKPUT (all-domain activities along the Northwest Passage); 

• NANOOK-TUUGAALIK (maritime interoperability with the Canadian Coast Guard 

and NATO allies); 

• NANOOK-TAKUNIQ (air-land integration, including Canadian Ranger patrols); 

• NANOOK-TATIGIIT (whole-of-government crisis response); and 

• NANOOK-QIMAAVIVUT (military engineering and infrastructure tasks). 

 

 In addition to Operation NANOOK, the CAF will continue to conduct Operation LIMPID, 

Operation BOXTOP, and Operation LATITUDE.  

 

Operation LIMPID is a continuous all-domain surveillance-based mission to detect threats to 

Canada’s security and sovereignty as early as possible.  

 

Operation BOXTOP is a logistics mission to resupply Canadian Forces Station Alert to enable 

the year-round presence of the stationed CAF members.  

 

Operation LATITUDE is a maritime focused operation dedicated to detection, deterrence, and 

defence against potential threats in the western Arctic and its approaches. 

 

Macdonald-Laurier Institute, 18 February 2026 

In Renovating Oakes: Section 1 justifies limits on Charter rights – not infringements, Gerard 

Kennedy and Geoffrey Sigalet argue that this shift has distorted constitutional reasoning, 

empowered courts at the expense of legislatures, and established a hierarchy of rights. 

 

 

 

 

https://pyvpu-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/1feb4ea4e53b48e7/1feb4ea4e5391661


15 

 

Maritime News, 18 February 2026 

French Navy (Marine Nationale) Mistral-class LHD Dixmude and La Fayette-class 

frigate Aconit set sail on 17 February 2026 for the Indo-Pacific and will transit via the Red Sea 

as part of the “JEANNE D’ARC 2026” mission. Nearly 800 personnel are taking part in the 

deployment, including 162 officer cadets.  

 

Master Mariners of Canada Newsclips, 11 February 2026 

IMO members urged to support reduction of black carbon emissions in Arctic shipping 

https://maritimemag.com/en/imo-members-urged-to-support-reduction-of-black-carbon-

emissions-in-arctic-shipping/ 

 

Naval Association of Canada (NAC), 13 February 2026 

CDAI: Wargaming in the Arctic (Editor – 41:17 min video) and In exclusive analysis, former 

Canadian defence chief says we can no longer afford to just claim the Arctic 

 

Canadian Coast Guard’s new polar icebreaker program progresses as first steel arrives 

 

RCN: Our Navy Today Volume 9 Issue 1 

 

Trident: 9 February 2026 Volume 60, Issue 02  

 

Japan says it seized Chinese vessel amid tensions with Beijing 

 

U.S. Navy Deploys Two Nuclear Attack Submarines Near Guam as Indo-Pacific Tensions 

Rise 

 

China lifts veil on secretive underwater combat vehicle at Saudi Arabia defence show   
 

RCN International Outlook, 13 February 2026 

Rikard Jozwiak, NATO Launches ‘Arctic Sentry’ Mission 

https://www.rferl.org/a/nato-launches-arctic-sentry-mission-greenland-arctic-

security/33675261.html 

 

RUSI-UK, 9 February 2026 

Mariya Y Omelicheva, “Educating NATO's Women, Peace and Security Agenda: Lessons 

from Russia's War in Ukraine” 

https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/rusi-journal/educating-natos-women-

peace-and-security-agenda-lessons-russias-war-ukraine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://maritimemag.com/en/imo-members-urged-to-support-reduction-of-black-carbon-emissions-in-arctic-shipping/
https://maritimemag.com/en/imo-members-urged-to-support-reduction-of-black-carbon-emissions-in-arctic-shipping/
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=hSk5V9J2zVzasplxiv2X2o50Y4MzRvmFsf1jRnkkhBJxJLQxYCcUN3wZv9a3MGCfWdr%2b4Vc4PXR%2b2HN06I%2fw4XTX0i7EJNpRV%2fVyr6vF%2bJo%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=rmDD1jTCqYoMrqe4q8o%2fclLue4mj3ddJ56Z4OGfi8hredgD%2fgVCrcpOuNPva29VfXDdPeMJd91uqsF7LdB%2f%2bk8yatG8GFIJtF6LNe6sJrio%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=rmDD1jTCqYoMrqe4q8o%2fclLue4mj3ddJ56Z4OGfi8hredgD%2fgVCrcpOuNPva29VfXDdPeMJd91uqsF7LdB%2f%2bk8yatG8GFIJtF6LNe6sJrio%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=AZduRtD1SNIZNUQZBBgD12sF6kGoKnRan%2fPi2eP9EucmQzikTgGOtXOpSETBa7QczcRLYspdqYJj0MELJ2fzc0gBDx92t1yEcvkTQLnVVQI%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=V32YHjY%2bHTnSu9KqASGEjQvQFKZqOkwsBzqX2blE4jfpxL247Je%2bC1ZJVzqyhEjY8gOv4egsyvDiFmGyiAWkvm6JczrYigjSDZXVtzZCPDY%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=VTrcxOZ54QlCLU2J87jbPWf4GGoRb1038006g8ng%2fUqiplTqrcQneZ3jIM7o03M2%2bPXVXzWj1%2fcWDnsjSNac7EaW1z1WcMHHTvXWlnklugQ%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=rOwvhGLIxPaJDBpqvcunQjZ6PjB%2fWoE7lEjTsTmS1HZ5Ft5ldkNhrSV14Wy4qzVHNho5%2b9L%2bmy2Y2lo%2bUNkDSFRT9Y%2fXXGOCNPOIv6Muj3w%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=sTdA8VZ6Bm1ovbsyBNrl0wTWAEjhSw5frS4MXs2yZVEjwRpSubQ3fFEviVskCnsVttfmXySq%2b6AYks8es0z%2bxIix8s7lwVDCUbbQbBFinyw%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=sTdA8VZ6Bm1ovbsyBNrl0wTWAEjhSw5frS4MXs2yZVEjwRpSubQ3fFEviVskCnsVttfmXySq%2b6AYks8es0z%2bxIix8s7lwVDCUbbQbBFinyw%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=4Msy4VBkBmCeEP%2fIrqoEHjo0YazDTv%2bHIV%2fjvy6wDe7IyLmJI6q7VSu0ioUQETMcwYQyC%2bZqjDumGPGc2RatXULBP4BPgG8vfeb41hrUrDU%3d
https://www.rferl.org/a/nato-launches-arctic-sentry-mission-greenland-arctic-security/33675261.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/nato-launches-arctic-sentry-mission-greenland-arctic-security/33675261.html
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/rusi-journal/educating-natos-women-peace-and-security-agenda-lessons-russias-war-ukraine
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/rusi-journal/educating-natos-women-peace-and-security-agenda-lessons-russias-war-ukraine
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SAC Notes 

 

 

 

Ukraine -Russia Peace talks will fail. Russia is near collapse yet still expects Ukraine to 

give up territory. The Europeans are increasingly uneasy with the Trump Regime’s 

negotiating within the Putin regime. Ukraine has conducted a series of counterattacks across 

the Southern front which has retaken more than 200 sq kms. These talks are not likely to be 

successful under the current circumstances. The war will continue. 

 

Iran-Israel Conflict is ongoing. The Iranian regime is badly injured and is facing increasing 

opposition within Iran. Iran has used proxies to create havoc across the region using the 

Palestinians as the pawns of their own efforts. The Palestinians have paid a steep price for 

providing Iranian interference near Israel. Israel has struck back and has little or no intention 

of standing down. Hamas is unlikely to disarm as required by the peace agreement. Israel is 

continuing combat operations as a result. Hamas is using the Palestinian people as a shield 

and preventing relief supplies from reaching the folks who need it. Ongoing and likely to get 

worse before it gets better. 

 

Hungarian election is likely to result in Orban finally being removed from power if the 

election is fair. The US Secretary of State spoke in favour of the Hungarian PM this week. 

Orban is considered a pro-Russian lacky who has disrupted European efforts to deal with the 

Russian threat. It is hoped the US regains some common sense and stays out of this election. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS) 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-

leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html

