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The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the study,
promotion and debate on defence, security, and safety issues.

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media by the
Institute. Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches but may be
unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada.

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in Dispatches.
Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.
Email to RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.

Comments to articles can be from members or non-members of RUSI(NS). Any comment in
Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author and does not necessarily represent the views of the
Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other
government department, the Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or
other agency.

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), please
inform RUSI(NS). Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting RUSI(NS).

LAST WEEK IN CANADIAN HISTORY

e 35th Anniversary of the First Gulf War: Over 4000 Canadian Armed Forces
volunteered in OPERATION FRICTION (10 August 1990- 28 February 1991)
following Iraq’s aggression against Kuwait. This was the first overseas conflict in which
the Canadian women played in active combat role. Canada also built its first Field
Hospital in Al Qaisumah, Saudi Arabia in February 1991 to treat the wounded Coalition
members and Iraqi soldiers.

Details in https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/military-history/gulf-war#toc-
the-canadian-response

As in other parts of the country, the Veterans Affair Canada and the RUSI (NS)
commemorated the day of 28 February 2026, through the wreath laying ceremony at the
Royal Canadian Legion Fairview Branch 142, Halifax, NS.

e 2 March 2011 HMCS Charlottetown headed for Libya to provide humanitarian
assistance.

The next issue will be on 20 March 2026.
Other editorial comments as desired.
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Quick links:
Events
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Other Sources
Odds and Sods
SAC Notes

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook
accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com. Preferably, send the material ready to post. We
are still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them
active.

Events

To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. RUSI(NS) events are by
invitation. If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice. Email
RUSI(NY) if there is a question of an event occurring.

Writing for RUSI(NS)

The content of Dispatches and other RUSI(NS)
channels is representative of the submissions
by RUSI(NS) members. If you want more
published about certain fields and topics, you
are encouraged to submit material to
RUSIDispatches@gmail.com and
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. The public face of
RUSI(NS) is what we, the membership, makes
it.
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RUSI (NS) Events:

New 25 March 2026, Wednesday: BGen Louis Lapointe, currently Director General of Force
Readiness will provide a virtual presentation on the stand up of the new command, CJFC at
1300 to 1500 hrs (AT).

Please register at RUSInovascotia@gmail.com and title your response as CJFC presentation,
attn: VPres.

New 8 April 2026, Wednesday: ACOA 1300 to 1500 hrs, by MS Teams, details TBC

April-June 2026 Schedule:

April -  RCMP or CBSA update, in-person, likely their location.

May - Col. Tarra Willis, Comd 12 Wing, Future of Maritime Air, hybrid,
in-person +virtual, Shearwater Aviation Museum.

June - Mr. Harvey Vardy, Director Intervention Response Atlantic, virtual,

17 June, 2026.
Summer Meet and Greet, RA Park, 25 June 2026

Other Events:

New 29-30 April 2026, Thursday: Maritime Defence and Security Symposium and BOA
Gala, the Halifax Hotel, Halifax

The event is co-hosted by NAC and the Canadian Maritime Security Network. The symposium
theme is “Canada in Alliance: Maritime Security in a Changing World” & Battle of the Atlantic
(BOA) Gala, the Halifax Hotel, Halifax. The symposium will be co-hosted by NAC and the
Canadian Maritime Security Network. The symposium theme “Canada in

Alliance & Conflict: The Will of a Nation.”

A reception will be held the evening of 29 April ahead of the symposium and the NAC will host
the National BOA Gala on 30 April at the same venue. Details to follow but mark your
calendars and hold that date!

New 13-16 July 2026, Monday-Tuesday, Maritime & Arctic Security & Safety Conference
(MASS)

At St. John’s Convention Centre, St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador.

Register early and receive 20% off conference passes. Offer available until April 1, 2026, at
https://acada.member365.ca/public/event/details/5df860efeaSae61437a5a7ad4e9e0c3 1b45ebaef
/1

Wargaming Events: Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule:
https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents
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Publications

Tom Tulloch, MSM CD, FRIN, Capt RCN (ret’d) and member of RUSI(NS), has contributed
an article titled, “Canadian Arctic Hydrography: Proceed with Alacrity,” published in Canadian
Naval Review, Volume 21, Number 3, 2026 (https://www.navalreview.ca/current-issue/ ).

The article decries the scant hydrographic charting of Canada’s Arctic waters, with just 15.8%
adequately surveyed to a degree sufficient for safe navigation. The paper argues that Canada’s
coming new submarine fleet, intended for Arctic operations among others, will require a far
more accurately surveyed area to operate safely and effectively than currently exists, and
suggest employing the six RCN AOPVs and two CCG AOPVs in a far greater hydrographic
role to address this deficiency. The author further suggests bringing the Canadian
Hydrographic Service under the umbrella of DND, much like the Coast Guard, for better
coordination of these efforts.

Please contact Capt RCN (ret’d) Tulloch at RUSInovascotia@gmail.com to get a copy of the
article.

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The
latest edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing
RUSI(NS). To readers of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your
publications is appreciated.

Weekly:

Naval Association of Canada

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update
Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver
Members

News

Bi-weekly:
Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch

Monthly:

Canadian Gunner News

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions
Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt
Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter
Veterans Affairs Canada Salute!

Quarterly:
Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter
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@RUSI_NS on X
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca.
To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS).

Murray Brewster @Murray Brewster 4 Mar posted
and RUSI(NS) reposted:

U.S. could hold a ‘red card’ over Canada’s Gripen
fighter jet option. American approval required for
system that allows Gripens and F-35s to communicate
#cdnpoli #F35 #Gripen #fighter

(U.S. could hold a ‘red card’ over Canada’s Gripen
fighter jet option
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canada-f35-gripen-trump-saab-lockheed-fighters-9.7113580)

NATO Association of Canada @NATOCanada 27
Jan posted and RUSI(NS) reposted:

Canada’s $60B+ Canadian Patrol Submarine Project
marks a turning point in Arctic defence and strategic
autonomy. This piece examines whether the procurement
can restore under-ice capability and deliver long-term
industrial and geopolitical returns. e i
(Rearming the Depths: How Canada Is Reclaiming Undersea Soverelgnty
https://natoassociation.ca/rearming-the-depths-how-canada-is-reclaiming-undersea-
sovereignty/)

National Post @nationalpost 27 Feb posted and
RUSI(NS) reposted:

Applications to Canada's armed forces surged 12.9% in
the past eight months, says national defence minister
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/applications-to-
canadas-armed-forces-surged-12-9-in-the-past-eight-
months-says-national-defence-minister
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NOAH @NoahGairn 27 Feb posted:

Groupe Océan contracted to deliver two more tugs to
the Royal Canadian Navy
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/groupe-
ocean-contracted-to-deliver?triedRedirect=true

RUSI(NS) quoted: In addition to 2 more large harbour
tugs, @RoyalCanNavy would do well to procure 1 or A
more ocean tugs ATO for towing services, rescue (espemally #submarlne) salvage, seabed
operations & as drone carrier. #Arctic-capable to support Northern activities.

Royal Canadian Air Force @RCAF_ARC 28 Posted
and RUSI(NS) reposted:

Three Royal Canadian Air Force squadrons are being
re-focused to domestic operations. The RCAF’s three
Combat Support Squadrons—439 Squadron at 3 Wing
Bagotville; 417 Squadron at 4 Wing Cold Lake; and 444
Squadron at 5 Wing Goose Bay—are now Domestic
Response Squadrons. three squadrons will remain at
their present Wings, but their primary role will shift to
supporting domestic operations within Canada. They
will continue in their traditional role of personnel
recovery at their respective Wings as a secondary duty.

National Defence @NationalDefence 27 Feb posted:
Today, at CFB Halifax, we highlighted progress on the
@RoyalCanNavy 's future fleet, including the recent
delivery of the third Naval Large Tug, CFAV Canso,
which will transfer to the RCN once the crew has
completed training.

https://canada.ca/en/department-national-
defence/news/2026/02/advancing-the-royal-canadian-
navys-future-fleet-with-new-naval-large-tugs.html

RUSI(NS) quoted: Bravo! Groupe Océan is build 2 more Haro-class large harbour tugs YTB,
total 6, for @RoyalCanNavy growing in numbers & size of ships. Auxiliary service vessels
important for #balancedNavy. CANIMIhas history of building tugs for @NationalDefence
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NOAH @NoahGairn 27 Feb posted and RUSI(NS)
reposted:

New look at the first CT-157 Siskin II, which made its
maiden flight yesterday (Feb 26, 2026).

Tim Houston @ TimHoustonNS 26 Feb posted and
RUSI(NS) resposted:

We’re investing $6.8 million to contract four dedicated
fixed-wing water bombers to support wildfire operations
here at home. These aircraft will be based here in Nova
Scotia and give us a stronger, faster response when
wildfires threaten our communities. This investment
helps protect families, homes and the forests so many
Nova Scotians rely on. Our focus is simple: be prepared,
act quickly, and keep Nova Scotians safe.
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https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/delegates-talk-
rangers-trek-as-interest-in-arctic-security-grows-
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“summit agenda features heavy focus on infrastructure
that can be used by both civilians & military”
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Appropriate. Especially transportation. H/T @CBC

David Pugliese @davidpugliese 23 Feb posted and
RUSI(NS) reposted:

NATO is not ready for drone warfare in the Arctic
(https://www.defensenews.com/opinion/2026/02/23/nato
-is-not-ready-for-drone-warfare-in-the-arctic/)
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National Newswatch @natnewswatch 22 Feb posted
and RUSI(NS) reposted:

Four years after full-scale Ukraine invasion, Canada
faces tough choices on defence
https://nationalnewswatch.com/2026/02/22/four-years-
after-full-scale-ukraine-invasion-canada-faces-tough-
choices-on-defence

#nationlnewswatch via (@natnewswatch

NATO Association of Canada @NATOCanada 20
Feb posted and RUSI(NS) reposted):

The Canadian Armed Forces must respond
comprehensively and effectively in face of the Climate
Crisis.

This article explores the environmental dimension of
warfare, and to understand what actions Canada could
take to recalibrate its military into a leading force of the
future.

(How the Canadian Army is Uniquely Positioned for the Intensification of Climate Change
https://natoassociation.ca’/how-the-canadian-army-is-uniquely-positioned-for-the-
intensification-of-climate-change/)

Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster 21 Feb posted
and RUSI(NS) reposted:

Warning shot: How Canada fits into Washington's
rebuke of the EU's 'buy European' defence drive
#cdnpoli #EU #defence #industry #NATO
(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/defence-industry-
europe-trump-arms-warning-9.7100449)

Public Safety Canada @Safety Canada 20 Feb
posted:

Ministers Olszewski and Hodgson announced $316.7
million over the next 5 years to the Canadian
Interagency Forest Fire Centre to increase Canada’s
aerial wildfire surge capacity for 2026 and future
seasons.

https://canada.ca/en/public-safety-canada/news/2026/02/government-of-canada-invests-in-
bolstering-pan-canadian-aerial-wildfire-firefighting-capacity.html

(Government of Canada invests in bolstering pan-Canadian aerial wildfire firefighting
capacity)
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RUSI(NS) quoted: Bravo. Federal funding to lease & manage deployment of wildfire fighting

aircraft to provinces & territories. Build CANl*laircraft, leverage @NationalDefence training,
basing & sparing. Publicize study of aircraft fleet requirements & concept of employment.

The Globe and Mail @globeandmail 11 Feb posted
and RUSI(NS) reposted:

Opinion: Why Canada should have a mixed fleet of
fighter jets
(https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-why-
canada-should-have-a-mixed-fleet-of-fighter-jets/)

“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook:
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at
https://RUSI-NS.ca.

To have somethin{_g posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.

Groupe Océan contracted to deliver two more tugs to
the Royal Canadian Navy
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/groupe-
ocean-contracted-to-deliver

“Groupe Ocean, for its part, has been very vocal about === . - e
reforming the National Shipbuilding Strategy (NSS). e e
Along with Ontario Shipyards, they have been keen on pushing for a change to the 1,000t limit
currently imposed on yards outside the “Big Three” by adding a new “Medium Yard”

category. This would allow them to take on larger vessels for the RCN/CCG, such as the

Continental Defence Corvette (CDC).”

g

The NSS has been successful to the point that there are more big yards and more big yard
contenders than was envisioned (or at least, publicly talked about) when the strategy was
kicked off. The 1000 tonnes light load (not displacement - that is an important distinction)
dividing line between the first and second 'pillars' of the strategy made sense at the time, even
if acknowledged by some as being a bit of a pluck-out-of-the-air. It is now time for a revisit of
the assumptions and objectives of the NSS, with consideration of promulgating a NSS 2.0. Or
a confirmation of the NSS as it stands.
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Royal Navy drone pilot commended after averting
Peregrine RWUAS accident
https://www.navylookout.com/royal-navy-drone-pilot-
commended-after-averting-peregrine-drone-accident/

“...taking manual control of the aircraft and arresting its
descent...”

“...awarded a Green Endorsement, the highest aviation safety commendation used by both the
Fleet Air Arm and the RAF. This marks the first time such an award has been presented to a
drone operator, underlining the increasing parity between crewed and uncrewed aviation...”

There are some interesting takeaways to this article for the Canadian Armed Forces, including
with respect to ability to control drones manually, flight safety investigations (with supporting
organization), and honour and awards system.

AGG, Fednav assess year-round shipping at
Churchill
https://www.heavyliftpfi.com/editorial/2026/02/25/agg-
fednav-assess-year-round-shipping-at-churchill/

“Arctic Gateway Group (AGG) has partnered with
Canada’s Fednav to examine what would be required to
support year-round shipping from the port of Churchill.

“...any move towards year-round shipping or icebreaking would require extensive consultation
with indigenous partners, northern communities, governments and environmental
stakeholders.”

Hopefully the examination would include defence and security perspectives. Transportation
infrastructure in the Arctic/North is inherently dual-use.

GA-ASI Develops Long-Range Weapons Capabilities
for MQ-9B
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/ga-asi-
develops-long-range-weapons

(Read the Notes.)

Equipping the Royal Canadian Air Force's Remotely
Piloted Aircraft System (https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-
defence/services/procurement/remotely-piloted-aircraft-system.html) with Joint Air-to-Surface
Standoff Missiles and other long-range strike missiles would provide a significant capability,
especially for remote areas like the Canadian North/Arctic.
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Other Sources

#Arctic
Arctic Hot Takes Need a Cold Reality Check
https://warontherocks.com/2026/02/arctic-hot-takes-need-a-cold-reality-check/

#Arctic

Building an Arctic highway is hard. Doing it on thawing permafrost is even harder
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/arctic-highway-melting-permafrost-9.7078353
Puts into context any advocacy for developing dual use infrastructure in the Arctic.

#artificial intelligence

Al Is Being Misunderstood as a Breakthrough in Planning. It’s Not.
https://warontherocks.com/2026/02/ai-is-being-misunderstood-as-a-breakthrough-in-planning-
its-not/

#articficial intelligence

Middle Powers Must Win the Al Deployment Race
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/middle-powers-must-
win-ai-deployment-race

#A2R #Royal Canadian Navy

Future naval occupations determined to ensure readiness: Setting the Conditions for the Future
Fleet

https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/future-naval-occupations-determined

#A2R #Canadian Armed Forces
Express Entry and Foreign Soldiers
https://dndcaf101.substack.com/p/express-entry-and-foreign-soldiers

#China #maritime security

China Maritime Report #51: The Seafarer Profession in Contemporary China
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-maritime-reports/51/

The Chinese merchant marine is part of the Chinese defence and security structure. Treat
accordingly.

#China #maritime security

China's "Maritime Silk Road" - Claims in Historical and Geopolitical Perspective
https://redlanternanalytica.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Chinas-Maritime-Silk-Road-
Report-By-Red-lantern-Analytica.pdf
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Cyber Intelligence

Europol, Microsoft, TrendAI™ and Collaborators Halt Tycoon 2FA Operations
https://www.trendmicro.com/en_us/research/26/c/tycoon2fa-takedown.html

Europol goes after The Com’s ransomware and extortion networks
https://www.helpnetsecurity.com/2026/02/27/europol-the-com-network-arrests/

The PRC's cyber warriors continue to be very busy

Silver Dragon: China Nexus Cyber Espionage Group Targeting Governments in Asia and
Europe
https://blog.checkpoint.com/research/silver-dragon-china-nexus-cyber-espionage-group-
targeting-governments-in-asia-and-europe/

Google catches Beijing spies using Sheets to spread espionage across 4 continents
https://www.theregister.com/2026/02/25/google and _friends_disrupt unc2814/

Someone DDoSed Russia's Internet Watchdog

Russians Target Their Own Internet Watchdog: Roskomnadzor Site Crashes After Massive
DDoS
https://united24media.com/latest-news/russians-target-their-own-internet-watchdog-
roskomnadzor-site-crashes-after-massive-ddos-16354

#defence industry

Alliance of Canadian Defence Companies (ACDC) Launches
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/alliance-of-canadian-defence-companies

The slew announcements these days about defence-related (= seeking defence funding)
relationships is getting almost overwhelming. It may be getting challenging for government
departments/agencies, for companies and for academic institutions to know with whom to
relate. Granted, they all to greater or lesser extent have staff dedicated to relationships.

#defence program
Quarterly Financial Report (QFR) for the quarter ended December 31, 2025 released
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/quarterly-financial-report-gfr-for-95a

#drones
Shahed ‘kamikaze’ drones to war
https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/shahed-kamikaze-drones-to-war

#drones

Sweden Races to Build Fighter-Sized Loyal Wingman Drone Using Gripen Tech Before 2030

Decision Deadline
https://en.defence-

ua.com/industries/sweden_races_to_build_fighter sized loyal wingman_drone_using_gripen_t

ech_before 2030 _decision_deadline-17648.html
Hmm, does this mean that if Canada procures Gripens, there'll be a Gripen-compatible 'loyal
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wingman' available?

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War
They started as toys. Now they’re killing hundreds of Russians a day
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2026/02/26/ukraine-fpv-drones-evolution-precision-

killing-machines/

#economic warfare

Putin’s $2.5 trillion gambit

https:// www.defensenews.com/opinion/2026/03/03/putins-25-trillion-gambit/
The economics of warfare.

#economic warfare
Economic War via the Destruction of Energy Infrastructure
https://delwinstrategy.substack.com/p/economic-war-via-the-destruction

#intelligence
Intelligence culture in Ottawa?
https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/intelligence-culture-in-ottawa

#land warfare
FM 1-02.2 Military Symbols - U.S. Army
https://www.battleorder.org/post/symbolsfm

#land warfare
Tactical Symbols
https://tacticalnotebook.substack.com/p/tactical-symbols

#martime security
The Pitfalls of Present-day Privateering
https://centerformaritimestrategy.org/publications/the-pitfalls-of-present-day-privateering/

#maritime security #Russia

Russian Maritime Sabotage: From Subcomponent of Special Operations to Evolving Form of
Irregular Warfare
https://irregularwarfare.org/articles/russian-maritime-sabotage-from-subcomponent-of-
special-operations-to-evolving-form-of-irregular-warfare/

#medical

Can the Medical Realities Unfolding in Today’s Conflict and Disaster Zones Sharpen our
Response When the Next Mass-Casualty Event Strikes?
https://perryworldhouse.upenn.edu/news-and-insight/can-the-medical-realities-unfolding-in-
todays-conflict-and-disaster-zones-sharpen-our-response-when-the-next-mass-casualty-event-

strikes/
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#NATO

NATO ramps up development of Future Surveillance Capability
https://www.nato.int/en/news-and-events/articles/news/2026/02/26/nato-ramps-up-
development-of-future-surveillance-capability

Alliance Future Surveillance and Control = “... NATO, multinational, and national ground, air,
maritime and space assets are connected to one another to provide a collaborative, multi-
domain surveillance and control capability.”

#naval warfare #Indo-Pacific

Al-Intelligentized Naval Mines and U.S. Subsea Access in the Paracel Islands
https://smallwarsjournal.com/2026/02/17/ai-intelligentized-naval-mines-and-u-s-subsea-
access-in-the-paracel-islands/

#Royal Canadian Air Force
REDspace signed to modernize aircrew training with a unified digital portal for SkyAlyne
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/redspace-signed-to-modernize-aircrew

#Royal Canadian Navy

Navy commander, SecState kibosh mixed submarine fleet that experts say would be 'more
complicated' and 'inefficient' to operate
https://www.hilltimes.com/story/2026/03/05/navy-commander-secstate-kibosh-mixed-
submarine-fleet-that-experts-say-would-be-more-complicated-and-inefficient-to-
operate/494442/

#Royal Canadian Navy

Happy CPSP RFP Day! Everything You Need To Know About The RFP, What's Currently
On The Table, and Answering Some Questions
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/happy-cpsp-rfp-day-everything-you

#Royal Canadian Navy
A River Runs Through It
https://policyhawk.substack.com/p/a-river-runs-through-it

#Russia-Ukraine War
Russian Railways Faces Economic Setbacks
https://jamestown.org/russian-railways-faces-economic-setbacks/

#Russia-Ukraine War
The New Iran War: Trajectory of the War and its Impact on Ukraine and the Pacific.
https://mickryan.substack.com/p/the-new-iran-war-trajectory-of-the

#Russia-Ukraine War #intelligence

A war foretold: how the CIA and MI6 got hold of Putin’s Ukraine plans and why nobody
believed them
https://www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2026/feb/20/a-war-foretold-cia-mi6-putin-
ukraine-plans-russia
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#shipbuilding

From Shipyards to Sovereignty - Canada's National Shipbuilding Strategy (NSS) Prepares for
its Next Phase

https://secure.viewer.zmags.com/publication/6300b26¢#/6300b26¢/44

Note that lan Wood, RUSI(NS) member, provided input.

#strategy
Explaining Strategic Theory
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/explaining-strategic-theory/

#wargaming
Shall I Play a Game? Wargaming in PME
https://warroom.armywarcollege.edu/articles/shall-i-play-a-game/

#wargaming #strategy

When Strategy Leaves the Page - Why Wargaming Still Matters
https://warroom.armywarcollege.edu/articles/wargaming-still-matters/

“Writing sharpens ideas, but wargaming tests their viability.”

“Strategic leadership, however, is exercised collectively—through interaction, negotiation,
and decision-making among teams operating under pressure. Writing captures how leaders
think in isolation, but it does not reveal how they function when ideas are contested in real
time. For these reasons, writing alone cannot produce strategic leaders. Strategic leadership is
not a literary exercise; it is a decision exercise.”

Odds and Sods...

#drones

Bricktop NAFO @Bricktop NAFO 26 Feb posted: The
WW?2 Spitfire livery that the United Kingdom put on
these drones before sending them to Ukraine to help
defend Europe stays with my soul.

be the usual aircraft neutral gray. Considering the at times low altitude operating environment
of drones, might there be consideration of camouflaging them?
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Macdonald-Laurier Institute, 5 March 2026

A new report, Rising Crime, Eroding Trust: Report on the Criminal Justice System, vol.4 from the
Macdonald-Laurier Institute reveals rising crime, falling clearance rates, and a bail system
widely seen as broken. The result is a struggling justice system increasingly derailed by delays
and struggling to deliver safety or accountability — eroding the trust of the Canadians it is
meant to protect.

The Report assesses 13 provincial and territorial systems against five core objectives of the
criminal justice system — Public Safety, Support for Victims, Cost and Resources, Fairness
and Access to Justice, and Efficiency.

Using data collected by Statistics Canada and the federal Department of Justice, MLI Senior
Fellow Dave Snow and co-author Richard Audas find that the criminal justice system
continues to perform poorly. While some provinces — notably Quebec and Nova Scotia — have
improved their rankings, troubling trends persist: rising crime and crime severity, mounting
delays and withdrawn cases, plummeting clearance rates, and a revolving-door bail system.

Highlights:

e Violent crime, violent crime severity, and property crime have continued to increase in
most provinces and territories.

e Median case lengths have risen across the country, with every jurisdiction less efficient
than it was two years ago.

e Crime rates in the territories remain dramatically higher than in the provinces.

e Rankings favour eastern provinces, with three of the four highest-performing
provinces in Atlantic Canada, and the three lowest-performing provinces in Western
Canada.

e Alberta led the country on cost and resources, earning top marks for both average daily
inmate cost and per capita public safety spending.

e Indigenous overrepresentation persists, with Indigenous peoples admitted to custody at
more than twice their share of the population in every province.

e Quebecers reported the highest levels of confidence in police services. In contrast,
British Columbians expressed the lowest confidence.

e Canadians are losing faith in the justice system as communities feel increasingly less
safe.

The full report is available at:
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/report-card-criminal-justice-system/justice-system-report-card/

Royal Alberta United Services Institute (RAUSI), 4 March 2026

Full Video on Law, Legitimacy and Limits: ‘Law, Legitimacy and Limits: Rule of Law as Vital
National Interest’, a moderated Fireside Chat between Brigadier-General Ken Watkin, OMM,
CD, KC (Ret’d) and Lieutenant General Joseph B. Berger III (Ret’d), followed by an in-depth
audience Q&A, held last week, is now available: Watch the video
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The discussion focused on:
e Why the legal framework governing the use of force was developed after World War I1
e How international law differs structurally from domestic law
The role of sovereignty, consent, and norms in shaping state behaviour
The tension between legality and legitimacy in international decision-making
Reflections on contemporary conflicts and the durability of the rules-based framework
A thoughtful audience Q&A covering humanitarian law, enforcement, and lawfare

Department of National Defence/Canadian Armed Forces News Release, 1 March 2026
Advancing the Royal Canadian Navy’s Future Fleet with New Naval Large Tugs

On 27 February 2026 — Halifax, Nova Scotia — National Defence, on behalf of the Minister of
National Defence, the Honourable David J. McGuinty, the Honourable Lena Metlege Diab,
Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship, visited Canadian Forces Base (CFB)
Halifax to highlight ongoing efforts to support the future fleet of the Royal Canadian Navy
(RCN).

In January 2026, the Department of National Defence accepted a third Naval Large Tug,
Canadian Forces Auxiliary Vessel (CFAV) Canso, after it successfully sailed in 2025 from the
shipyard at Ocean Industries Inc, [sle-aux-Coudres, Quebéc, to Halifax, Nova Scotia, a
journey of more than 1,000 nautical miles. Ownership of CFAV Canso will transfer to the
Royal Canadian Navy once the crew has completed training, anticipated for March 2026.

CFAYV Canso is the first Naval Large Tug to be delivered to the East Coast, with a second
Naval Large Tug, Stella Maris, scheduled to arrive in November 2026. In August 2024,
CFAVs Haro and Barkerville were delivered to the RCN in Esquimalt, British Columbia, on
the West Coast.

Naval Large Tugs provide essential harbour and coastal support to the RCN, including
harbour-berthing, coastal towing, and harbour firefighting. As the RCN continues to
modernize, build and expand its fleet—with the Harry DeWolf-class Arctic and Offshore
Patrol Vessels, Protecteur-class Auxiliary Oiler Replenishment vessels and River-class
destroyers—the demand for harbour support services will increase.

In preparation for the RCN’s growing operational requirements, the Government of Canada
amended the contract with Oceans Industries Inc., in December 2025, increasing the value by
$81 million (including tax)—for a total contract value of $213.45 million—to deliver two
additional Naval Large Tugs. Building the additional tugs through the same shipyard will
leverage existing capacity and capabilities to create efficiencies that streamline production and
accelerate delivery of the auxiliary vessels to the RCN.

Keeping with the naming tradition for Naval Large Tugs in the RCN, the two additional tugs
are also named after straits:
e CFAV Sansum is named after Sansum Narrows in British Columbia, out of respect of
the coastal area where the tug will serve.
o CFAYV Belle Isle is named after the Strait of Belle Isle, which lies between
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Newfoundland and Labrador, an area of historical significance for navigation in the
Atlantic.

Naming Naval Large Tugs after straits commemorates the symbolic similarities in function
between waterways and tugs, with both providing safe maritime passage and
manoeuvrability.

Once all six tugs are in operation, the RCN will be equipped with three tugs on the East Coast
and three tugs on the West Coast, providing a redundancy of vessels to compensate for
capability gaps during maintenance or repairs and, ultimately, strengthening overall fleet
readiness. Expanding the scope of the project will also help sustain between 40 and 60
Canadian jobs at the shipyard while supporting the Naval Large Tug project.

Master Mariners of Canada Newsclips, 28 February 2026

Bloomberg February 27 2026, by Charles Gorrivan (Bloomberg) — Russian Oil Tanker Diverts
From Cuba as Trump Naval Blockade Deters Shipments. A tanker believed to be carrying
Russian oil to fuel-starved Cuba diverted away, a move that’s likely to worsen shortages on
the Caribbean island. More information in
https://gcaptain.com/russian-oil-tanker-sea-horse-diverts-
cuba/?subscriber=true&goal=0_f50174ef03-cc244f4897-
139824785&mc_cid=cc244f4897&mc_eid=d64cebee3 8

Naval Association of Canada — NAC News, Edition 658, 27 February 2026

In Canada
Algoma Steel Ships 600 Tons of Made-in-Ontario Steel for Canada’s New "Polar Max"
Icebreaker (2:06 min video)

Canada and South Korea sign a defence agreement

Canadian Navy Fires Harpoon Missile at Exercise Talisman Sabre in Australia (Editor — first
11:00 mins explain the Canadian Joint Operations Command [CJOC] with the remaining 2:30
about Harpoon firing)

Trident: Monday 23 February 2026 Volume 60, Issue 04 (Bilingue)

Overseas
Arctic ship traffic rises 40% since 2013, driven by resource development

BBC: Greenland says 'no thanks' to Trump US hospital boat

China surpasses U.S. in nuclear submarine production with 10 boats launched in five years

Beijing monitors Australian frigate HMAS Toowoomba’s passage through Taiwan
Strait and Australian warship ignores Chinese warnings
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Indian Navy to commission 'Dolphin Hunter' warship Anjadip

Malaysia Launches Third Littoral Combat Ship

Slovakia Threatens To Stop Electricity To Ukraine Unless Kyiv Resumes Piping Russian Oil

NATO: Marking four years since Russia’s full-scale invasion, NATO Secretary General
praises Ukraine as a nation of heroes

Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) International Outlook, 27 February 2026

Cuba: Associated Press, 23 February 2026

The Canadian government announced on February 23rd that it was preparing to provide aid to
Cuba (en francais) to help offset a growing energy and humanitarian crisis brought about by a
tightening US embargo made worse by recent US actions against Venezuela, Cuba’s largest
foreign energy supplier. Further diplomatic pressure from Washington also compelled Mexico
to stop energy exports in late January, though Mexico has deployed naval vessels to deliver
food aid to Cuba. A shortage of aviation fuel on the island prompted commercial airlines to
cancel flights, which significantly impacted the tourism-dependent nation in the wake of
damage caused by Hurricane Melissa which struck the region in October.

More information in

“Canada prepares aid package for Cuba as it faces fuel shortages worsened by US oil

embargo”

South Korea: Maritime Executive, 24 February 2026

Korean security firm Cytur has reported that, over the course of 2025, cyber attacks targeting
maritime shipping have doubled. The highest numbers come from malware and distributed
denial-of-service (DDoS) attacks, though cyber actors also send phishing emails, breach Wi-Fi
networks used by ships’ crews, and sneak hacked USB drives aboard to obtain and hold vessel
and crew information for ransom from operators, or sell it to the highest bidder.

More information in “Maritime Cyberattacks Doubled in 2025”

Disinformation Review: What the Kremlin wants you to believe about its war against
Ukraine, 20 February 2026

Five recurring false narratives the Kremlin uses to justify and distort its war against Ukraine.

Russia has carried out online disinformation and FIMI campaigns against Europe and Ukraine
for over a decade. After the illegal full-scale invasion of Ukraine on 24 February 2022, these
activities grew rapidly in scale and intensity. The Kremlin now uses information manipulation
as a key tool in its confrontation with the West. Alongside the war in Ukraine, Russia is also
waging an aggressive information war against Europe.

Ahead of the fourth anniversary of the invasion, this overview examines some of the most
widespread manipulative narratives promoted by the Kremlin and amplified by aligned media
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and online networks. Many of these narratives have circulated since 2014, yet they remain
active and adaptable.

Myth 1: ‘The EU wants the war in Ukraine to continue’

The notion of a ‘war-mongering European Union’ is a mainstay of Russian information
manipulation. With intensifying peace efforts, the false claim that EU leaders want the war to
drag on is also intensifying, with claims that the EU is seeking to derail President Donald
Trump’s peace diplomacy. According to the Kremlin, the EU is doing this out of
‘Russophobia’ — a pathological hatred of all things Russian — and because EU leaders want to
transform the EU into a military alliance.

These claims are false: in fact, the EU has consistently pushed for a just, genuine peace in
Ukraine that would preserve the country’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. Its moves
towards a stronger defence industrial base are purely defensive; there are no plans to turn the
EU into an alternative to NATO.

Myth 2: ‘Russia is fighting a proxy war against NATO’

Kremlin messaging persistently claims that NATO and the ‘wider West’ is ‘at war’” with
Russia and that Ukraine is fighting a ‘proxy war’ on behalf of the West. For the first time in
history, the claim goes, Russia is fighting alone against the entire West; Russia, in this version
of history, is the true victim today, not the aggressor.

But in the real world, it was Russia which launched the unprovoked and unjustified full-scale
invasion on 22 February 2022, and Ukraine which has been defending itself since then, with
support from its Western allies in line with Article 51 of the UN Charter. Framing Russia’s
invasion as a proxy war serves to portray unprovoked aggression as a defensive and legitimate
move.

Myth 3: ‘Europe’s economy has collapsed due to anti-Russian sanctions’

Europe is depicted as falling into an ‘economic abyss’ and ‘collapsing’ under the burden of
aid to Ukraine and the negative impact of its own sanctions against Russia. Outlets claim

that ordinary Europeans are paying for the reckless halt to Russian energy imports decided by
‘Brussels elites’ or the ‘Brussels bureaucracy’, again out of a pathological hatred of Russia.
By focussing on the ‘Russian threat’, EU leaders supposedly distract their citizens from
domestic failings.

Sanctions against Russia were imposed in response to Russia’s illegal aggression against
Ukraine, not out of alleged ‘Russophobia’ by ‘Brussels elites’. The claim that the sanctions
hurt only Europe and not Russia is refuted by data which shows that Russia’s economy is
showing serious signs of strain while the EU as a whole overtook China as the second-largest
global economic actor by GDP in 2025, according to the International Monetary Fund.

Myth 4: ‘Ukraine and its leaders are corrupt’

This myth paints Ukraine as an endemically corrupt country whose venal leaders sell Western
weapons on the black market and pocket donated aid. Particularly creative falsehoods have
alleged that President Zelenskyy used illicit funds to buy Hitler’s Mercedes, purchase a
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mansion from King Charles II, and scoop up another mansion from US entertainer Bill Cosby.

No evidence accompanies these claims because — surprise — no evidence exists. In the
‘Hitler’s Mercedes’ case, disinformation specialists appear to have created a fake news outlet
— the ‘Seattle Tribune’ — purely to spread this single false allegation. Credible news outlets,
however, have debunked these claims. For example, the BBC investigated alleged online sites
where Ukraine was purportedly selling Western weapons and found them to be fake.

It is true that Ukraine has struggled with corruption, but pro-Kremlin commentators
intentionally turn a blind eye to their own country’s issues in that regard. For example,
according to a transparency index that one outlet incorrectly cited, Russia is more corrupt than
Ukraine.

Myth S: ‘Ukraine is a terrorist state led by Nazis’

Pro-Kremlin outlets consistently label the ‘regime’ in Kyiv as ‘terrorist’ and ‘illegitimate’,
claiming that Ukrainian forces ‘fire at civilians and doctors’ while Russian strikes are purely
military. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is regularly described as an illegitimate
president and mocked as a ‘cocaine Fiihrer’, that is, a drug addict and a Nazi.

What the Kremlin calls ‘Ukrainian terrorist attacks’ are actually military operations against
legitimate targets under the laws of war as Ukraine defends itself against Russian aggression.
The Kremlin has consistently sought to link Ukraine to terrorism by falsely claiming
Ukrainian involvement in a variety of incidents and attacks, from the Crocus City Hall terror
attack to attempts on the lives of US President Donald Trump and Slovak Prime Minister
Robert Fico.

Slandering the Kremlin’s opponents — including Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
who is Jewish — as Nazis 1s a well-documented and recurring disinformation

technique without any grounding in reality. This has also allowed Russia to frame its
unprovoked and illegal invasion of Ukraine as a necessary de-Nazification

operation. Slandering Zelenskyy and his government as drug addicts is likewise a time-
honoured practice by the Kremlin disinformation machine, without any basis in reality.

Veterans Affairs Canada Feb 2026 Issue at https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/news-and-
media/salute/february-2026
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SAC Notes

Issues to Watch

Iran-Israel-US Conflict is likely to spread. Iran allegedly has a large number of pro-regime
agents throughout the world but especially in the West including Canada. The war has now
included the Gulf states, Saudi Arabia, the UK, Cyprus, France, Lebanon, Yemen and more
to come. Even this morning, an Iranian ship was sunk by torpedo from an unidentified
submarine with heavy casualties off Sri Lanka. This is not a controlled conflict.

Ukraine and Russia are unlikely to have a peace treaty to end the war. Russia’ economy is
not liable to survive without a major input of money; however, Russia’s allies are either
under attack or lack the economic wherewithal to provide the necessary funding.

Pakistan-Afghanistan conflict will likely continue. Pakistan provided safe communities for
the Taliban. It is karma that the Pakistan government now finds that the “allies” they had are
ungrateful. This will likely become a long-term low-level conflict with periods of more
violent incidents.

O Canada
One only has to look South to see how fortunate Canadians are with our leadership overall
whether government or opposition. I will leave it there.

Twelve major trade agreements or memorandums of Understanding in less than a year has
got to be a record. Diversification of our trade is a truly good method to ensure the country is
not capable of being harmed by mercurial decisions of the US administration or more usually
China. Trade has to be beneficial, being harmed by any country by arbitrary means as we
have especially seen with China.

PM Carney was quick to show support to the US and Israel in regard to the strike on Iran. It
made sense to support our direct neighbour. While starting this conflict may be more of an
issue as the scope of the war expands. Still, one has to wonder where it might stop.

Foreign interference is still a major problem made more so by the latest Israel- US -Iran war.
CSIS estimated two years ago that there could be as many as 700 Iranian agents in Canada as
just one example. Chinese agents have actually taken Canadians of Chinese descent back to
China and the very dubious justice of China under the Communist Chinese Party (CCP).
More importantly given the present situation is the non-state actors including the Khalistani
separatist movement, and pro-Palestinian groups that have shown preference for Hamas and
Hezbollah. Another problem organization is the Sikh separatist movement looking for a
Sikh homeland. These groups also were part of the groups that brought Canada the Air India
that killed 329 victims who were mainly Canadian in 1989. Canada has consistently allowed
these groups to continue despite India’s formal requests to have Canada rein them in legally.
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India is not indifferent to this lack of effort.

Australia
https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/australia-acquires-long-lead-items-for-
aukus-submarines?

Aukus is well underway.

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/darwin-is-central-to-defence-it-should-be-treated-as-such/?

The reference makes interesting reading.

Additional note: Darwin is in Northern Australia. It became known around the world when it
was bombed by the Japanese Navy’s Kido Butai, the carrier fleet. It is the only fairly large
port in the north of the country. The port is actually under lease to a Chinese firm. It is not a
happy situation.

https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/india-france-convergence-
redrawing-the-strategic-map-of-the-indo-pacific/

It appears that France has found a new interest in this part of the world.

Note: France has maintained territories and departments in the Indo-Pacific since the 1600s.
They conducted their nuclear tests there and have played havoc with secessionist forces in
New Caledonia amongst others. France has never lost interest.

United States

One wonders what will come next with the current regime in the US. In less than a year the
regime has devastated relations with virtually all its allies. It has demonstrated a lack of
understanding of basic economics as it deals with tariffs and constantly lies to the US public
about who ultimately pays for tariffs thus causing inflation and rising prices

More importantly, the administration has involved itself in three conflicts, Venezuela, Cuba
and Iran with varying amounts of violence. The key point is that this has been slightly more
than a year since the inauguration of the current administration. With nearly three years to go
one has to wonder whether the world will survive.

The administration ‘s overly friendly attitude towards Russia has also caused more angst

, this week told Ukraine not to bomb US interests in Novorossiysk, a key oil terminal and
vital to Russia’s ongoing war efforts. Ukraine has attacked the oil terminal and other targets
in the city. Apparently, it is alleged that five of the six loading zones/sites have been
damaged or destroyed.

Moldova

Moldova and Ukraine are continuing to apply pressure against the breakaway region of
Transnistria through application of legal custom and excise regulations. The region is the site
of one of the largest ammunition depots in Europe leftover from Soviet times. The shortage
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of Soviet era ammunition for Soviet era weapons makes it a target for both sides.

Moldovan authorities are working closely with its European counterparts to actively counter
Russian attempts to establish sabotage and disinformation groups throughout Europe. Russia
has been actively purchasing property near NATO and national bases and key infrastructure

which could be used as a base for future operations against NATO and European targets.

Georgia

There is no change to the basic issues. The Georgia Dream Party is continuing its pro-
Russian efforts. The party is largely considered illegitimate due to election manipulation and
possibly vote buying. Opposition parties are continuing their demonstrations on a rotational
basis and keeping them short so as to keep security forces off balance. It is expected that this
will continue.

The EU considers Georgia to be backsliding in its efforts to join the EU. The real difference
is Russia’s inability to support “friendly” nations and political parties. The Georgia Dream
Party is caught in this difficulty, it can no longer count on Russian support if the opposition
actually pushes or security forces become less reliable. This will bear watching.

Belarus

Ukraine has accused Belarus of having radio repeaters inside their country supporting
Shaheed-like drones. Belarus’ activities problem is becoming an increasing problem because
they are ambiguous. In the last weeks of February 2026, there was a large-scale series of
readiness exercises to assess the armed forces of Belarus. Internal security forces provided
the opposition forces. Large scale exercises coupled with Russian security forces, nuclear
weapons present in Belarus make for an uncomfortable situation at any time. Ukraine has
always been concerned about Russian pressure on Belarus becoming overwhelming thus
presenting the possibility of an attack in support of Russia into central and Western Ukraine.

Until now, Alexander Luckshenko has been extremely careful to avoid the situation,
choosing to take a balanced approach. This may change as Russia’s economic and military
situation becomes more precarious and tries to pressure Belarus for one last effort.

The Lukashenko regime is continuing its arrest of opposition leadership and journalists
within Belarus, despite releasing many political prisoners. The regime seems to arrest a
similar number to replace the ones released. Two journalists were convicted this week.
Uladzimir Yanukevich, and Andrei Pakalenka were handed a fourteen-year sentence and
twelve-year sentence respectively for their work on social media and alleged ties to the
German authorities.

Israel-Iran Conflict

The conflict in the Middle East between the US and Israel on one side and Iran on the other
is rapidly gaining in scope and size that is moving far too quickly to write. It does

appear that Israel is taking every opportunity to destroy Iran’s proxies and in this case, it
now appears that Hezbollah is a target. It is also clear there may be cooperation between
Israel and the Lebanese Government to finally disarm and demobilize Hezbollah as the
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Lebanese have stated they will not accept Hezbollah getting Lebanon in another war. They
have demanded they disarm. Will it work? It is too early to tell.

Having Iran at least suppressed might give time for real peace negotiations to start. Hamas is
badly injured as an organization and Hezbollah made the mistake of firing in support of Iran
thus earning the wrath of both the Lebanese Government and Israel while also being badly
degraded. Iran will not have the money to keep the conflict going

The first act has been a decapitation that appears to be largely successful. The Iranian regime
has been in place for 47 years and has procedures for dealing with such a situation. Time is
limited and it appears that the US and Israel are choosing to use air and naval forces to fight
this conflict so far, but can one achieve the aim of no nuclear weapons, no nuclear program
and regime change without “boots of the ground;” it is an experiment, whether it succeeds
or not is an entirely other question.

The coming days and weeks will tell if this was wise or not, but it has opened a Pandora’s
box” that once opened cannot be closed. There are too many questions that are unanswered.

Russia Ukraine War

The war continues, however there are several changes that have changed the situation
considerably. The most significant is the Russian military losing access to Starlink and social
media apps such as Telegram. The Russian Army is no longer able to command,
communicate, coordinate its overall activities. Even at the unit level, coordination is
difficult. It has led to friendly fire incidents and a basic inability to form attacks or
counterattacks. As a result, Russia has been unable to advance in any significant way since
the loss of these capabilities.

Ukraine has conducted limited tactical counter-movements which has resulted in Ukraine
gaining more territory than Russia has been able to achieve. ISW has suggested that more
than 400 sq kms have been retaken by Ukraine to date.

What is interesting to see is how Ukraine is conducting these attacks. They mass armour, all
types of fires, electronic warfare, logistics, drones air power in fully coordinated small
attacks. Russia’s attacks have declined. Even before this, Russian attacks were characterised
by low level, uncoordinated infantry infiltration with limited fire support with limited armour
support if any. The result is very clear. Russia is apparently suffering between 50 and 27
soldiers lost for every Ukrainian lost. It is not sustainable even for Russia. Manpower is now
an issue in Russia. A general mobilization of troops is required; however, The Putin regime
is reluctant to do so due to the backlash when they conducted a limited mobilization before.
Russia has compensated by offering unbelievable pay. This is no longer providing the
numbers required. Efforts to recruit foreigners have also merely drawn the ire of normally
supportive countries.

Can Russia survive given the state of its economy and the increasing problem of manpower
shortages? It is able to “print” money, but this has caused a significant level of inflation. It is
producing significant numbers of ballistic and cruise missiles but depending on how the US-
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Iran war goes, the supply of Shaheed drones and parts for the Russian Garand series may be
in increasingly short supply or even cut off. Does this mean Ukraine is out of danger,
absolutely not, but Russia will have to come up with useful and effective solutions. This is
something they have been unable to do on a regular basis. Can the war continue for a
prolonged time? The answer is no. Ukraine has allies; Russia increasingly does not.

China

The recent war with Iran has spread as mentioned. The Strait of Hormuz is closed essentially
thus half of China’s oil suppliers are no longer able to ship this commodity to China. China
allegedly has sufficient stocks in the near term, but it will not last for a prolonged time. It
may work in Canada’s favour for the short term.

The CCP has been relatively quiet about the conflict so far. The theory is that China seeks a
rapprochement with the US and thus, at this point their opposition has been muted. This will
likely be their response until after Donald Trump’s visit to Beijing. Depending on how that
visit goes, this may result in a different Chinese response if the war is prolonged.

China is continuing its pressure on neighbours in the South China Seas also known as the
West Philippine Sea using the illegal “Nine Dash Line” as its excuse to acquire access to
their neighbour’s sea-based resources. There has been increasing use of their fighting fleet,
Maritime Militia vessels, Chinese Coast Guard vessels and PLA(N) warships to support
operations in the area. China has developed seven bases by dredging sand. Most of these
“islands” are barely above the surf but contain major airfields, including radar and air
defences. China continues to build other islands as well. None of these “islands is considered
an island in the legal sense. Still, they push their illegal efforts as far as they can and will
continue to do so for the foreseeable future.

Estimates of the Chinese economy are continuing to deteriorate. Their national debt is
apparently worse than the US debt...which is impressively depressing in its own right, over
300% of GDP. This cannot continue. Chinese over production and exports seems to be the
only area that is reasonably stable. Other countries affected by overproduction, subsidies and
other non-tariff measures are increasingly well-known. Countries are now considering more
active Other areas such as property development and consumer confidence continue to show
no real signs of recovery.

Lastly, much has been mentioned in the Southeast Asian media about China’s three carrier
fleet and the ability of China to project power. All three aircraft carriers are single
representatives of their class. They are not compatible which causes difficulties in working
as a multi-carrier task force. The Liaoning is an old Soviet built carrier with limited capacity
to operate a modern air group. The Shandong is a Chinese built carrier based on the Liaoning
but with Chinese adaptations, but its limitations are very similar. The Fujian is a
conventionally powered fleet carrier with some aspects of modern aircraft carrier capabilities
including electronic launch systems. It is larger faster, and able to launch and recover aircraft
similar to the US or France. It has had “growing pains” including breaking its own aircraft.
The bottom line is that these three carriers combined do not have the capability of a single
US carrier. China may have blue water ambitions, but they are still decades away from a

26



modern blue water capability.

Recently, China also lost a new nuclear submarine and the lead submarine of the new Zhou
class, which sank at the builder’s dock at Wuchang Shipyard in Wuhan, prior to
commissioning as a fleet asset. The submarine is still in position and apparently leaking

radioactive material somehow, although the Chinese are being very opaque about the affair.

The submarine is apparently still there.

Xi’s purge of the senior military ranks continues with most experienced senior officers
removed or retired.

Still between the issue of the purges, the carriers and the sinking of a brand-new nuclear
attack submarine under unknown circumstances, it does not look like a Navy prepared
potentially to do battle with the Taiwanese and its allies in 2027.

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS)
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-
leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html
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