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Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia Dispatches 

20 March 2026 

 

The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the study, 

promotion and debate on defence, security, and safety issues. 

 

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media by the 

Institute.  Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches but may be 

unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada. 

 

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in Dispatches.  

Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.   

Email to RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.   

 

Comments to articles can be from members or non-members of RUSI(NS).  Any comment in 

Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author and does not necessarily represent the views of the 

Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other 

government department, the Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or 

other agency. 

 

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), please 

inform RUSI(NS).  Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting RUSI(NS). 

 

 

LAST WEEK IN CANADIAN HISTORY  

 

• On 9 March 1965, Canadian Naval Auxiliary Vessel (later CFAV) Endeavour entered 

service.  Endeavour was built at the Yarrows Yard in Victoria as an underwater research 

ship.  She went on to provide valuable service until being disposed of in 2000. 

 

• On 9 March 2001, the Royal Canadian Navy authorized women to serve in submarines. 

 

 

The next issue will be on 3 April 2026. 

Other editorial comments as desired. 

  

mailto:RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com


2 

 

Quick links: 

Events 

Publications 

@RUSI_NS on X 

 Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook 

Other Sources  

 Odds and Sods 

 SAC Notes 

 

 

 

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media 

 

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook 

accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com.  Preferably, send the material ready to post. We 

are still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them 

active. 
  

 

 

 

Articles of Association of the Royal United Services 

Institute of Nova Scotia 

 

At our Annual General Meeting 12 March 2026, the Institute's Articles 

were amended to change the process for proposing and seconding of 

candidates to the Institute.  The amended Articles, Revision 6 Amendment 

3, are available to members on request to RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.  

 

Writing for RUSI(NS) 
 

The content of Dispatches and other RUSI(NS) 

channels is representative of the submissions 

by RUSI(NS) members.  If you want more 

published about certain fields and topics, you 

are encouraged to submit material to 

RUSIDispatches@gmail.com and 

RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. The public face 

of RUSI(NS) is what we, the membership, 

makes it.   
 

 

mailto:rusinsdispatches@gmail.com
mailto:RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com
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RUSI (NS) Events: 

 

New 25 March 2026, Wednesday: BGen Louis Lapointe, currently Director General of Force 

Readiness will provide a virtual presentation on the stand up of the new command, CJFC at 

1300 to 1500 hrs (AT).  

Please register at RUSInovascotia@gmail.com and title your response as CJFC presentation, 

attn: VPres. 

 

New 8 April 2026, Wednesday: Distinguished Speaker, Mr Alan MacDonald, Director 

Aerospace, Defence and Marine Directorate of the Atlantic Canada Opportunities 

Agency (ACOA) will provide a virtual update on ACOA's role and scope within the new 

Defence Industrial Strategy (DIS) as well as update changes to its overall mandate as a result, at  

1300 to 1500 hrs (AT).  

Please register at RUSInovascotia@gmail.com, and title your response as ACOA presentation 

attn: VPres. Reservations should be received by 4 April 2026. 

 

 

May-June 2026 Schedule: 

   

May - Col. Tarra Willis, Comd 12 Wing, Future of Maritime Air, hybrid,  

in-person and virtual, Shearwater Aviation Museum.  

June -  Mr. Harvey Vardy, Director Intervention Response Atlantic, virtual,  

17 June, 2026.  

Summer Meet and Greet, RA Park, 25 June 2026 

 

 

Other Events: 

 

New 29-30 April 2026, Thursday: Maritime Defence and Security Symposium and BOA 

Gala, the Halifax Hotel, Halifax 

The event is co-hosted by NAC and the Canadian Maritime Security Network. The symposium 

theme is “Canada in Alliance: Maritime Security in a Changing World” & Battle of the Atlantic 

(BOA) Gala, the Halifax Hotel, Halifax. The symposium will be co-hosted by NAC and the 

Canadian Maritime Security Network.  

 

 

Events 
 

To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.  RUSI(NS) events are by 

invitation.  If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email 

RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.  RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice.  Email 

RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring. 
 

mailto:RUSInovascotia@gmail.com
mailto:RUSInovascotia@gmail.com
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=k2rox7CEwF%2fNaQlg2Vf88BXhyulD%2fJeIte5QkneQogCAKJS9OPqWjlj%2bVFTKqTDnPbQrkg6d1JUgCsHe70yJETcXagwMPMzVsVr1CWwjc1E%3d
mailto:RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com
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New 13-16 July 2026, Monday-Tuesday, Maritime & Arctic Security & Safety Conference 

(MASS)  

At St. John’s Convention Centre, St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Register early and receive 20% off conference passes. Offer available until April 1, 2026, at 

https://acada.member365.ca/public/event/details/5df860efea5ae61437a5a7ad4e9e0c31b45ebaef

/1 

 

 

Wargaming Events: Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule: 

https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents 

 

 

 

 

 

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest 

edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To readers 

of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated. 

 

Weekly: 

Naval Association of Canada 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update 

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members 

News 

 

Bi-weekly: 

Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch 

 

Monthly: 

Canadian Gunner News 

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews 

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué 

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions 

Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches 

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician 

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt 

Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter 

Veterans Affairs Canada Salute! 

 

Quarterly: 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter 

  

Publications 

https://acada.member365.ca/public/event/details/5df860efea5ae61437a5a7ad4e9e0c31b45ebaef/1
https://acada.member365.ca/public/event/details/5df860efea5ae61437a5a7ad4e9e0c31b45ebaef/1
https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents
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Canadian Joint Operations Command 

@CJOC_COIC 22 Dec 25 posted: 

#Throwback to @HmcsEdmonton sailing during 

#OpREASSURANCE on 2 September 2025, 

demonstrating Canada’s commitment to #NATO on 

Standing Mine Countermeasure Group 1. SNMCMG1 is 

in charge of identifying and disposing of sea mines in 

European waters from prior conflicts while also 

providing NATO with a maritime patrol capability.  
 

RUSI(NS) quoted:  

@RoyalCanNavy mine countermeasures capability useful for Historic Ordnance Disposal ops 

#HODOPS but limited if/when used beyond CAN region, needs much bolstering if to be 

option for Govt of CAN  to consider deploying to assist allies. Increased role for Naval 

Reserve? 

 

The War Zone @thewarzonewire 27 Jan posted: 

Canada Accelerates Armor Plans To Contend With 

Growing Threats.  
 

Canada wants at least 250 new armored fighting 

vehicles, followed by new tanks, as it faces the 

challenges of an increasingly contested High North. 

  
Story: https://www.twz.com/land/canada-accelerates-armor-plans-to-contend-with-growing-

threats 

 

“From the Frigid Arctic Waters to the Warmth of the 

Indian Ocean: Maritime Bilateralism between 

Canada and India”  

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epdf/10.1177/00207020

261424521 @RUSI_NS member Dr Gupta “examines 

geostrategic & non-traditional security intricacies of the 

#Arctic and Indian Oceans” 

 

  
 

@RUSI_NS on X 
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca. 

To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS). 

https://www.twz.com/land/canada-accelerates-armor-plans-to-contend-with-growing-threats
https://www.twz.com/land/canada-accelerates-armor-plans-to-contend-with-growing-threats
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epdf/10.1177/00207020261424521
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epdf/10.1177/00207020261424521
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Redefining #Strategy in the High North:  

#Wargaming a Contested 

#Arctic” https://shorturl.at/Pt85q  

‘Wargaming’ North needs to be whole-of-society. 

Would contribute to CAN Arctic Security Strategy & 

development H/T @wargamingweekly 

@HighNorthNews 

 

  
 

RCMP @rcmpgrcpolice 9 Mar posted and 

RUSI(NS) reposted:  

RCMP officers have been participating in high Arctic 

training exercises, including the RCMP’s annual winter 

snowmobile patrol, to build their awareness in the 

region, to ensure border safety, and protect Canadian 

Arctic sovereignty. 

  
(The frozen frontline at -50 below: A look at RCMP snowmobile patrols in the high Arctic 

https://rcmp.ca/en/news/2026/03/4350825) 

 

Modern War Institute @WarInstitute 11 Mar posted 

and RUSI(NS) reposted:  

Drones have almost entirely stalled maneuver on the 

modern battlefield. But it isn't the first time a new 

technology has had that effect, and the solution remains 

the same: combined arms. 

 

(The Menace of Misunderstanding: Learning the Wrong   
Lessons from Ukraine’s Drone-Saturated Battlefields 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/the-menace-of-misunderstanding-learning-the-wrong-lessons-from-

ukraines-drone-saturated-battlefields/) 

“Numbers are important, but the size of the forces employed is far less decisive than how they 

are employed...” 

 

RUSI @RUSI_org 6 Mar posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted:  

‘Military planners cannot simply bolt uncrewed systems 

onto existing formations, but rather they must use them 

to explore and redefine how a joint force generates 

effect,’ writes Dr Richard Drake in the latest 

#RUSICommentary. 

  
(One Operator, Many Platforms: Unlocking the Full Potential of Attritable Mass 

https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/one-operator-many-

platforms-unlocking-full-potential-attritable-mass) 

https://shorturl.at/Pt85q
https://rcmp.ca/en/news/2026/03/4350825
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/the-menace-of-misunderstanding-learning-the-wrong-lessons-from-ukraines-drone-saturated-battlefields/
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/the-menace-of-misunderstanding-learning-the-wrong-lessons-from-ukraines-drone-saturated-battlefields/
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/one-operator-many-platforms-unlocking-full-potential-attritable-mass
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/one-operator-many-platforms-unlocking-full-potential-attritable-mass
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CDA Institute @CDAInstitute 18 Mar posted and 

RUSI(NS) reposted: 

“If we do not define our security interests in the [Arctic], 

others will define it for us.” 

In their latest op-ed, Andrew Erskine and Alexander 

Landry argue  must create a coherent Arctic Security 

Strategy to prevent other powers from shaping the 

region.  
(Forging an Arctic Security Strategy: Why Canada Needs a Coherent Framework Now 

https://cdainstitute.ca/forging-an-arctic-security-strategy-why-canada-needs-a-coherent-

framework-now/) 

 

“Canada  preparing for #Arctic defense, with or 

without the US”  

https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/biz/archives/2026/03

/15/2003853819 

 

“…icebreaker fleets are a key part of the defense 

innovation required to safeguard Canada’s position.” 

 

  
 

NOAH @NoahGairn 14 Mar posted and RUSI(NS) 

reposted:  

Kongsberg-led venture to design future Mid-Shore 

Multi-Mission Vessels for the Canadian Coast Guard  

https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/kongsberg-

led-venture-to-design-future?triedRedirect=true 

 
  
 

CDA Institute @CDAInstitute 10 Mar posted and 

RUSI(NS) reposted:  

The 2026 Strategic Outlook explores Canada’s historic 

plan to raise defence spending to 5% of GDP amid rising 

geopolitical tensions across 7 essays examining key 

domains: maritime, air, land, space, cyber, and 

grey-zone threats. Read the full paper: 

https://cdainstitute.ca/strategic-outlook-2026-the-road-

to-five-percent/ 

(Strategic Outlook 2026: The Road to Five Percent) 
 

 

  
 

https://cdainstitute.ca/forging-an-arctic-security-strategy-why-canada-needs-a-coherent-framework-now/
https://cdainstitute.ca/forging-an-arctic-security-strategy-why-canada-needs-a-coherent-framework-now/
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/biz/archives/2026/03/15/2003853819
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/biz/archives/2026/03/15/2003853819
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/kongsberg-led-venture-to-design-future?triedRedirect=true
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/kongsberg-led-venture-to-design-future?triedRedirect=true
https://cdainstitute.ca/strategic-outlook-2026-the-road-to-five-percent/
https://cdainstitute.ca/strategic-outlook-2026-the-road-to-five-percent/
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NOAH @NoahGairn 7 Mar posted: 

Naval Reserve explores future presence in Whitehorse 

https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/naval-reserve-

explores-future-presence?triedRedirect=true 

 

RUSI(NS) quoted: Current locations of Naval Reserve 

Divisions reflect Canada a century ago. Establishing 

NAVRES detachments in growing communities 

would connect @RoyalCanNavy better with Canadians  
& allow contact with greater recruiting pool. CAN  is a maritime nation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When global maritime arteries seize, Australia 

chokes 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/when-global-maritime-

arteries-seize-australia-chokes/ 
 

“These pressures (disruption of agricultural cycles, rising 

operating costs for freight) illustrate a basic strategic   
principle: when sea lanes become contested, the economic consequences are immediate.” 

 

Canada is a maritime country.  Protection of sea lanes, ensuring they are uncontested, has to be 

a basic whole-of-government focus, not just of the navy. 

 

Can Trump’s ‘gunboat diplomacy’ stop Iran from 

blocking the flow of oil? Not likely, say experts 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/strait-of-hormuz-trump-

control-9.7125202 
 

“It’s all very much gunboat diplomacy, said 

Mercogliano, reminiscent of colonial power bullying   
from the 1800s.” 

 

The term ‘gunboat diplomacy’ may not be the best to describe the situation with the Strait of 

Hormuz, though the reporter does explain the term correctly.  How it might fit into the US 

“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook: 
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at  

https://RUSI-NS.ca. 

To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. 

https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/naval-reserve-explores-future-presence?triedRedirect=true
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/naval-reserve-explores-future-presence?triedRedirect=true
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/when-global-maritime-arteries-seize-australia-chokes/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/when-global-maritime-arteries-seize-australia-chokes/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/strait-of-hormuz-trump-control-9.7125202
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/strait-of-hormuz-trump-control-9.7125202
https://rusi-ns.ca/
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naval strategy for Gulf War III (or Third Gulf War, both terms seeing increasing use), is 

subject to debate.  “Gunboat diplomacy describes the targeted use of conspicuous naval power 

to pursue foreign policy objectives.”  Historically though, the naval power was wielded by 

secondary naval vessels (gunboats), not major fleets. 

 

Lessons from the French Army’s Transformation 

Towards a Modern ‘Fighting Army’ 

https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-

research/publications/commentary/lessons-french-

armys-transformation-towards-modern-fighting-army 

 

“…the conflict also demonstrates the continued utility of  
traditional combined arms manoeuvre through capabilities such as heavy artillery, infantry and 

attritional warfare. The French Army have taken a view that developing and integrating 

modern technology is essential but do not appear convinced that it is a primary driver of 

change.” 

 

Lessons for Canada, too? 

 

Another “Easy” Arctic Naval Facility? Ottawa Has 

Heard That Before. 

https://policyhawk.substack.com/p/another-easy-arctic-

naval-facility 

 

What doesn’t seem to be apparent in these various port 

availability/development opportunities is how they   
would fit into an overall Arctic/North infrastructure plan. Is there such a plan?  One can be 

confident there is a plan somewhere (it would be natural for people in the Canadian Armed 

Forces to develop one) but there does not appear to be a public plan, or at least, a public way-

ahead/target.  There needs to be better messaging to the Canadian public about, not so much 

why but how, so much effort and funds are being expended up North.  A mariner contact asked 

is this “...an effort for Baffinland to pass on their requirement to return to Milne Inlet site ‘to 

nature’ when they shift to exporting via Steensby when that terminal is operational?” 

 

Will India Soon Have a “Modi Doctrine”? 

https://nationalinterest.org/feature/will-india-soon-have-

a-modi-doctrine-jh-031026 

 

India may feature in the title and in places in the text, but 
the piece is really about great (sea) power foreign 

policy.   
Too, the piece is an analysis of the maritime perspective of a major power with which Canada 

has increasingly been interacting, and will need to interact.  However people think of Canada, 

we are globally (certainly by sea) engaged. 

 

https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/lessons-french-armys-transformation-towards-modern-fighting-army
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/lessons-french-armys-transformation-towards-modern-fighting-army
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/lessons-french-armys-transformation-towards-modern-fighting-army
https://policyhawk.substack.com/p/another-easy-arctic-naval-facility
https://policyhawk.substack.com/p/another-easy-arctic-naval-facility
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/will-india-soon-have-a-modi-doctrine-jh-031026
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/will-india-soon-have-a-modi-doctrine-jh-031026
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US Pressing Sri Lanka Not To Repatriate Iranian 

Crew From Sunken Ship 

https://gcaptain.com/us-pressing-sri-lanka-not-to-

repatriate-iranian-crew-from-sunken-ship/  
 

Raises some interesting legal thoughts, at least for those 
of us ignorant of the nuances of the law of war.   
Is the rescued crew of the torpedoed frigate DENA considered interned?  The crew of the 

replenishment auxiliary BUSHEHR is likely considered interned.  The rules (primarily Hague 

Convention XIII 1907) allow for repatriating interned personnel if both belligerent parties 

agree, but if the parties don't (and it appears the US doesn't), how to determine 'detention for 

the remainder of the war' when the status of what's happening in Iran is questionable as to 

whether it is a war in the traditional and legal sense? 

 

Initial comments from a marine lawyer: At the outset I would remark that Sri Lanka has not 

acceded to this convention, although according to the International Committee of the Red 

Cross the convention is considered declaratory of existing international law on the subject. I do 

not know what Sri Lanka’s official position is in its regard. In any case, I wonder if there is an 

interesting nuance here. The surviving crew of the DENA are clearly owed a humanitarian 

duty both in the law of war and law of peace (SOLAS - International Convention for the 

Safety of Life at Sea), and this means keeping them in a place of safety until they are able to 

leave. In any case, this crew is not from a belligerent ship (DENA was sunk and therefore is 

not a detained vessel) in Sri Lanka’s control. Article 24 has a detained belligerent ship as 

premise. 

 

The convention (or its principles in customary law) applies more clearly to the detained ship 

and its crew. Articles 14 and 24 apply, and Sri Lanka can give the ship notice to depart. In the 

meantime, the crew may be subject to conditions, including not to depart before being 

permitted to do so. The host state determines length of detention. 

 

An analysis, albeit it does not address disposition of the crew of the DENA: Sinking Iran’s 

Frigate IRIS Dena and the Law of Naval Warfare 

https://www.justsecurity.org/133397/sinking-iran-frigate-dena-law-naval-warfare/ 

 

 

https://gcaptain.com/us-pressing-sri-lanka-not-to-repatriate-iranian-crew-from-sunken-ship/
https://gcaptain.com/us-pressing-sri-lanka-not-to-repatriate-iranian-crew-from-sunken-ship/
https://www.justsecurity.org/133397/sinking-iran-frigate-dena-law-naval-warfare/
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Boeing Christens Second Extra-Large Orca 

Submarine Drone 

https://www.navalnews.com/naval-

news/2026/03/boeing-christens-second-extra-large-orca-

submarine-drone/ 
 

This article reads that a commercial company has 
‘christened’ and ‘commissioned’ a vessel.  A reminder 

that the term and ceremonies are generally maritime and 

not exclusive to navies.  Still, from a perspective of 

taking ‘commissioned’ to mean ‘ordered someone to put 

a vessel into active service’, with that someone usually  
being a master or captain with the implication that person is onboard and operating the vessel, 

the use is odd as it is not an action that can apply to an uncrewed vessel. 

 

Maybe use of the terms is just that of the article’s author.  Though most reporters try to use 

terminology provided to them in news releases. 

 

A conclusion here is that at least Boeing considers the Orca Extra Large Uncrewed Undersea 

Vehicle (XLUUV), dubbed XLE2, as a vessel and not just an equipment. Different regulations 

and management apply. 

 

The 'XLE' in the vessel's designation catches attention.  It is not a NATO vessel type 

designation (which, for drones, seem to be still developing) but appears to be a company 

designation meaning eXtra Long-Endurance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#Canadian Armed Forces #Us-Iran War 

Operation AMARNA 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/operations/military-

operations/current-operations/operation-amarna.html 

Op AMARNA (quietly?) replaced Op ARTEMIS and IMPACT in 2025. AMARNA is 

“Canada’s contribution to strengthening peace and security in the Middle East.” 

See also: “Planned costs for major Canadian Armed Forces operations” 

(https://canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/corporate/reports-

publications/departmental-plans/departmental-plan-2025-26/planned-costs-major-caf-

operations.html) 

 

 

Other Sources 

https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2026/03/boeing-christens-second-extra-large-orca-submarine-drone/
https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2026/03/boeing-christens-second-extra-large-orca-submarine-drone/
https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2026/03/boeing-christens-second-extra-large-orca-submarine-drone/
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/operations/military-operations/current-operations/operation-amarna.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/operations/military-operations/current-operations/operation-amarna.html
https://canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/corporate/reports-publications/departmental-plans/departmental-plan-2025-26/planned-costs-major-caf-operations.html
https://canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/corporate/reports-publications/departmental-plans/departmental-plan-2025-26/planned-costs-major-caf-operations.html
https://canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/corporate/reports-publications/departmental-plans/departmental-plan-2025-26/planned-costs-major-caf-operations.html
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Cyber Intelligence 

Silver Dragon APT Uses Google Drive For Covert Communication In European, Asian 

Attacks 

https://cyberpress.org/silver-dragon-apt-uses-google-drive/ 

 

China-Linked Hackers Use TernDoor, PeerTime, BruteEntry in South American Telecom 

Attacks 

https://thehackernews.com/2026/03/china-linked-hackers-use-

terndoor.html?_m=3n%2e009a%2e3921%2exi0ao0b2aq%2e2yw1 

 

Chinese Hackers Target Southeast Asian Militaries with AppleChris and MemFun Malware 

https://thehackernews.com/2026/03/chinese-hackers-target-southeast-

asian.html?_m=3n%2e009a%2e3927%2exi0ao0b2aq%2e2z3d 

 

Under 'good news', there were a number of successful EU law enforcement campaigns.  

 

Law enforcement disrupted Tycoon 2FA phishing-as-a-service platform 

https://securityaffairs.com/189205/cyber-crime/law-enforcement-disrupted-tycoon-2fa-

phishing-as-a-service-platform.html 

 

Polish cops bust alleged teen DDoS kit sellers – youngest just 12 

https://www.theregister.com/2026/03/10/poland_ddos_teens_bust/ 

 

Dutch cops warn 100 alleged scammers: Turn yourselves in or we tell Grandma 

https://www.theregister.com/2026/03/09/dutch_police_fraud_shaming/ 

 

Law enforcement shuts down botnet made of tens of thousands of hacked routers 

https://techcrunch.com/2026/03/12/law-enforcement-shuts-down-botnet-made-of-tens-of-

thousands-of-hacked-routers/ 

 

#defence funding 

2026–27 Estimates 

https://www.canada.ca/en/treasury-board-secretariat/services/planned-government-

spending/government-expenditure-plan-main-estimates/2026-27-estimates.html#toc3 

Dave Perry comments: Canada's Main Estimates for 2026/2027 were released (3 March 

2026).  They show Department of National Defence/Ministère de la défense nationale 

receiving $50.7 billion to start the fiscal year.  That's a $15 billion increase over last year. $18 

billion of it is for Capital (equipment and infrastructure). Three years ago the total allocation 

to defence was $27 billion, and only $6 billion of that was for Capital (figures not adjusted for 

inflation). 

 

#defence industry 

Minister McGuinty announces new $1.4 billion Investment in Canada’s 155mm munition 

production 

https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/minister-mcguinty-announces-new-14 
 

https://cyberpress.org/silver-dragon-apt-uses-google-drive/
https://thehackernews.com/2026/03/china-linked-hackers-use-terndoor.html?_m=3n%2e009a%2e3921%2exi0ao0b2aq%2e2yw1
https://thehackernews.com/2026/03/china-linked-hackers-use-terndoor.html?_m=3n%2e009a%2e3921%2exi0ao0b2aq%2e2yw1
https://thehackernews.com/2026/03/chinese-hackers-target-southeast-asian.html?_m=3n%2e009a%2e3927%2exi0ao0b2aq%2e2z3d
https://thehackernews.com/2026/03/chinese-hackers-target-southeast-asian.html?_m=3n%2e009a%2e3927%2exi0ao0b2aq%2e2z3d
https://securityaffairs.com/189205/cyber-crime/law-enforcement-disrupted-tycoon-2fa-phishing-as-a-service-platform.html
https://securityaffairs.com/189205/cyber-crime/law-enforcement-disrupted-tycoon-2fa-phishing-as-a-service-platform.html
https://www.theregister.com/2026/03/10/poland_ddos_teens_bust/
https://www.theregister.com/2026/03/09/dutch_police_fraud_shaming/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/03/12/law-enforcement-shuts-down-botnet-made-of-tens-of-thousands-of-hacked-routers/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/03/12/law-enforcement-shuts-down-botnet-made-of-tens-of-thousands-of-hacked-routers/
https://www.canada.ca/en/treasury-board-secretariat/services/planned-government-spending/government-expenditure-plan-main-estimates/2026-27-estimates.html#toc3
https://www.canada.ca/en/treasury-board-secretariat/services/planned-government-spending/government-expenditure-plan-main-estimates/2026-27-estimates.html#toc3
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/minister-mcguinty-announces-new-14
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#defence industry 

The “Canadian Enough” Trap 

https://policyhawk.substack.com/p/the-canadian-enough-trap 

 

#defence procurement #Canadian Army 

Defence Investment Agency awards contract to replace current Canadian Armed Forces 

assault rifles 

https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/defence-investment-agency-awards 

 

#drones 

Ukraine Is Sending Its Drone Killers to the Gulf. Here's What's in the Arsenal 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/ukraine-is-sending-its-drone-killers 

 

To what extent is Canada drawing upon Ukrainian expertise to progress Canadian C-UAS 

development? 

 

#drones #artificial intelligence 

US Navy aims to use robots, AI to reduce ship maintenance 

https://www.defenseone.com/defense-systems/2026/03/us-navy-aims-use-robots-ai-reduce-

ship-maintenance/412159/ 

Hmm, if they don't have them already, might the two FMF establish drone and AI sections? 

 

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War #land warfare 

Networked for War: Lessons from Ukraine’s Ground Robots 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/networked-for-war-lessons-from-ukraines-ground-robots/ 

“For the US military, the challenge is not merely to build better UGVs but to design the 

doctrine, software architectures, and data links that enable UGVs, aerial drones, jammers, and 

infantry to function as an integrated combined arms team.” (H/T Modern War Institute) 

 

#futurecasting 

Future Operating Environments 2040 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/future-operating-environments-2040 

FOE 2040 “explores how global drivers, disruptors and actors may shape an increasingly 

complex, competitive and technologically driven world in which Defence might operate.” 

UK but worth consideration by others. 

 

#information operations 

Deepfakes Are Already Shaping Opinions Around Conflicts 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2026/03/17/deepfakes-iran-trump-videos-war-tiktok/ 

 

#innovation #Royal Canadian Air Force  #3D printing 

Plan Qulliq’s first Innovation Lab takes flight 

https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/plan-qulliqs-first-innovation-lab 

 

 

 

https://policyhawk.substack.com/p/the-canadian-enough-trap
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/defence-investment-agency-awards
https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/ukraine-is-sending-its-drone-killers
https://www.defenseone.com/defense-systems/2026/03/us-navy-aims-use-robots-ai-reduce-ship-maintenance/412159/
https://www.defenseone.com/defense-systems/2026/03/us-navy-aims-use-robots-ai-reduce-ship-maintenance/412159/
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/networked-for-war-lessons-from-ukraines-ground-robots/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/future-operating-environments-2040
https://foreignpolicy.com/2026/03/17/deepfakes-iran-trump-videos-war-tiktok/
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/plan-qulliqs-first-innovation-lab
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#intelligence 

2026 Annual Threat Assessment of the U.S. Intelligence Community 

https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/assessments/ATA-2026-Unclassified-Report.pdf 

 

#legal 

How the law of naval warfare applies to the Strait of Hormuz 

https://theconversation.com/how-the-law-of-naval-warfare-applies-to-the-strait-of-hormuz-

278653 

 

#legal 

The Evolving Architecture of the International Law of Military Operations: Mapping the 

Future of Legal Research in Armed Conflict 

https://lieber.westpoint.edu/evolving-architecture-international-law-military-operations-

mapping-future-legal-research-armed-conflict/ 
 

#legal #naval warfare 

The Sinking of Iris Dena: It’s time to Revisit The Law of Armed Conflict 

https://sundayguardianlive.com/editors-choice/the-sinking-of-iris-dena-its-time-to-revisit-the-

law-of-armed-conflict-174635/ 

 

#NATO 

NATO’s Latest Doctrine on Security Force Assistance: What’s New? 

https://irregularwarfare.org/articles/natos-latest-doctrine-on-security-force-assistance-whats-

new/ 

 

#naval warfare 

How Iran’s Naval Mines Work 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2026/03/13/world/middleeast/iran-mines-strait-

hormuz.html 

Useful primer. 

 

#navigation warfare 

GPS jamming: The invisible battle in the Middle East 

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3ewwlx9e1xo 

 

#Royal Canadian Air Force 

Why the MQ-9 Reaper just won’t quit 

https://taskandpurpose.com/tech-tactics/air-force-reaper-drone-extension/ 

This is the aircraft on which the RCAF CQ9B RPAS is based. 

 

#Royal Canadian Navy 

175D Lands Repeat Order From Royal Canadian Navy 

https://maritime-executive.com/corporate/175d-lands-repeat-order-from-royal-canadian-navy 

This moved quickly, maybe taking advantage of exercising an option to 

the contract for the first four NLT project YTB. 

 

https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/assessments/ATA-2026-Unclassified-Report.pdf
https://theconversation.com/how-the-law-of-naval-warfare-applies-to-the-strait-of-hormuz-278653
https://theconversation.com/how-the-law-of-naval-warfare-applies-to-the-strait-of-hormuz-278653
https://lieber.westpoint.edu/evolving-architecture-international-law-military-operations-mapping-future-legal-research-armed-conflict/
https://lieber.westpoint.edu/evolving-architecture-international-law-military-operations-mapping-future-legal-research-armed-conflict/
https://sundayguardianlive.com/editors-choice/the-sinking-of-iris-dena-its-time-to-revisit-the-law-of-armed-conflict-174635/
https://sundayguardianlive.com/editors-choice/the-sinking-of-iris-dena-its-time-to-revisit-the-law-of-armed-conflict-174635/
https://irregularwarfare.org/articles/natos-latest-doctrine-on-security-force-assistance-whats-new/
https://irregularwarfare.org/articles/natos-latest-doctrine-on-security-force-assistance-whats-new/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2026/03/13/world/middleeast/iran-mines-strait-hormuz.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2026/03/13/world/middleeast/iran-mines-strait-hormuz.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3ewwlx9e1xo
https://taskandpurpose.com/tech-tactics/air-force-reaper-drone-extension/
https://maritime-executive.com/corporate/175d-lands-repeat-order-from-royal-canadian-navy
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#Russia-Ukraine War #drone #Indo-Pacific 

A Strategic Learning Deficit: Western Military Institutions Ignored Ukraine War Lessons. The 

Big Five, 8 March edition 

https://mickryan.substack.com/p/a-strategic-learning-deficit-western 
 

#Russia-Ukraine War #US-Iran War (Gulf War III or Third Gulf War if you will) 

#Indo-Pacific 

From Kyiv to Taipei: Three Theatres, Much to Learn. The Big Five, 15 March edition 

https://mickryan.substack.com/p/from-kyiv-to-taipei-three-theatres 
 
#Russia-Ukraine War #warfare 

Mapping the MilTech War Eight Lessons from Ukraine’s Battlefield 

https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/2026-

02/ifri_tenenbaum_et_al_miltech_war_ukraine_2026_0.pdf 

 

#strategy 

An Introduction to Clausewitzian Strategic Theory: General Theory, Strategy, and their 

Relevance for Today 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/an-introduction-to-clausewitzian-strategic-

theory-general-theory-strategy-and-their-relevance-for-today/ 

The Iran war reminds us of a timeless point: Strategy is not only about fighting battles. It is 

about connecting military action to political purpose. Clausewitz explained why.  

(H/T Military Strategy Magazine) 

 

#strategy 

Naval Strategy Bibliography 

https://www.navalassoc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/biblio-Navy-Strategy.pdf 

 

#strategy #intelligence 

Intelligence and Strategy: Relationship in Transformation 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/intelligence-and-strategy-relationship-in-

transformation/ 

This monograph seems to be brought forward whenever the international situation calls for it... 

 

#3D printing 

Defense Business Brief: 3D-printing on the battlefield 

https://www.defenseone.com/business/2026/03/defense-business-brief-3d-printing-battlefield-

reshoring-drone-dominance-ai-submarines/412048/ 

For naval forces, such deployable capabilities may be more useful located at forward logistics 

support elements based ashore in the area of operating ships. 

 

#3D printing 

Atlantic XL Sets Industry Benchmark in Additive Manufacturing 

https://www.xlg.co.uk/latest-news/atlantic-xl-sets-industry-benchmark-in-additive-

manufacturing/ 

Atlantic XL is one of the companies that attended one of the four tours RUSI(NS) and 

https://mickryan.substack.com/p/a-strategic-learning-deficit-western
https://mickryan.substack.com/p/from-kyiv-to-taipei-three-theatres
https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/2026-02/ifri_tenenbaum_et_al_miltech_war_ukraine_2026_0.pdf
https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/2026-02/ifri_tenenbaum_et_al_miltech_war_ukraine_2026_0.pdf
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/an-introduction-to-clausewitzian-strategic-theory-general-theory-strategy-and-their-relevance-for-today/
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/an-introduction-to-clausewitzian-strategic-theory-general-theory-strategy-and-their-relevance-for-today/
https://www.navalassoc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/biblio-Navy-Strategy.pdf
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/intelligence-and-strategy-relationship-in-transformation/
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/intelligence-and-strategy-relationship-in-transformation/
https://www.defenseone.com/business/2026/03/defense-business-brief-3d-printing-battlefield-reshoring-drone-dominance-ai-submarines/412048/
https://www.defenseone.com/business/2026/03/defense-business-brief-3d-printing-battlefield-reshoring-drone-dominance-ai-submarines/412048/
https://www.xlg.co.uk/latest-news/atlantic-xl-sets-industry-benchmark-in-additive-manufacturing/
https://www.xlg.co.uk/latest-news/atlantic-xl-sets-industry-benchmark-in-additive-manufacturing/
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Dalhousie University arranged of the university's 'advanced manufacturing hub' (3D metal 

printing facility). 

 

#US-Iran War 

The Iran War: America’s ‘Sicilian Expedition’? 

https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/the-iran-war-americas-sicilian-expedition/ 

“Thucydides observed: ‘When people are entering upon a war they do things the wrong way 

round. Action comes first, and it is only when they have already suffered that they begin to 

think.’” 

History as education. 

 

#US-Iran War 

Wary allies show there's no quick fix to Trump's Iran crisis 

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8r17plnvy3o 

Canada's minimal mine countermeasures capability is getting no mention in 

reporting.  Though, yes, Kingston-class ships, UUV and dive teams have been participating in 

Historical Ordnance Disposal (HOD) operations in NW Europe. 

 

#US-Iran War #strategy 

The US-Israeli strategy against Iran is working. Here is why 

https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/3/16/the-us-israeli-strategy-against-iran-is-working-

here-is-why 

Another perspective: “The campaign’s execution has been imperfect, its public 

communication poor and its post-conflict planning incomplete.” “But the strategy – the actual 

strategy, measured in degraded capabilities rather than cable news cycles – is working.” 

 

#US-Iran War #warfare 

The US built a blueprint to avoid civilian war casualties. Trump officials scrapped it 

https://www.defenseone.com/policy/2026/03/us-built-blueprint-avoid-civilian-war-casualties-

trump-officials-scrapped-it/412161/ 

Civilian Harm Mitigation and Response (CHMR) - Are there harm-mitigation teams in the 

Canadian Armed Forces? 

 

#US-Iran War #warfare 

Don’t Count Launches: Misreading Iran’s Drone Capacity 

https://warontherocks.com/2026/03/dont-count-launches-misreading-irans-drone-capacity/ 

An excellent and educational article about battle damage assessment 

 

#warfare #US-Iran War 

Warden’s Five Rings and Regime Change in Iran 

https://warroom.armywarcollege.edu/articles/warden-iran/ 

 

#wargaming 

Indian Army's wargaming seminar bridges knowledge and industry gaps 

https://newsable.asianetnews.com/india/indian-armys-wargaming-seminar-bridges-

knowledge-and-industry-gaps-articleshow-74h5wz3 

https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/the-iran-war-americas-sicilian-expedition/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8r17plnvy3o
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/3/16/the-us-israeli-strategy-against-iran-is-working-here-is-why
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/3/16/the-us-israeli-strategy-against-iran-is-working-here-is-why
https://www.defenseone.com/policy/2026/03/us-built-blueprint-avoid-civilian-war-casualties-trump-officials-scrapped-it/412161/
https://www.defenseone.com/policy/2026/03/us-built-blueprint-avoid-civilian-war-casualties-trump-officials-scrapped-it/412161/
https://warontherocks.com/2026/03/dont-count-launches-misreading-irans-drone-capacity/
https://warroom.armywarcollege.edu/articles/warden-iran/
https://newsable.asianetnews.com/india/indian-armys-wargaming-seminar-bridges-knowledge-and-industry-gaps-articleshow-74h5wz3
https://newsable.asianetnews.com/india/indian-armys-wargaming-seminar-bridges-knowledge-and-industry-gaps-articleshow-74h5wz3
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“...wargaming is not merely a procedural exercise but a strategic instrument to sharpen 

judgement, validate assumptions and cultivate adaptive thinking.” 

 

#wargaming #space 

Space Command to Launch Wargame Series for Industry 

https://www.airandspaceforces.com/space-command-to-launch-wargame-series-for-industry/ 

Canadian Joint Warfare Centre staff have designed, developed and run wargames for 3 

Canadian Space Division. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canada wants to build up its long-neglected Arctic. The hard question is how 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/mar/18/canada-arctic-development-carney 

 

Sometimes it's easier to look at a map than read text.   

 

What does this map does not depict is Nanisivik and the wanna be/proposals such as Milne 

Port on the north end of Baffin Island and Qikiqtarjauq on the island's east coast.  There needs 

to be an overall Arctic/North development plan. 

 

Odds and Sods… 

https://www.airandspaceforces.com/space-command-to-launch-wargame-series-for-industry/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/mar/18/canada-arctic-development-carney
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Department of National Defence, Government of Canada, News Release, 16-18 March 

2026 

 

Canadian-owned spaceport 

The Honourable David J. McGuinty, Minister of National Defence, announced an historic 

$200 million investment in core infrastructure for a Canadian-owned spaceport, along with 

other major new space-related capabilities and initiatives. This marks a significant step 

forward in Canada’s sovereign space program as outlined in  

Security, Sovereignty, Prosperity: Canada’s Defence Industrial Strategy. 

The investment is a 10-year, $200-million agreement to lease a dedicated space-launch pad 

that will serve as the central foundation for a multi-user spaceport near Canso, Nova Scotia. 

Operated by Maritime Launch Services, this spaceport will support the operational needs of 

the Department of National Defence (DND), the Canadian Armed Forces (CAF), and the 

wider Government of Canada, while also offering ad hoc access to allies and partners. 
 

Canadian Coast Guard spring icebreaking operations underway 

The CCGS Martha L. Black will carry out icebreaking operations in the St. Lawrence Seaway, 

between Cardinal, Ontario, and Saint Lambert, Quebec to facilitate the safe reopening of this 

vital shipping channel. The icebreaker scheduled for these operations is subject to change 

depending on operational requirements or weather conditions. 

These operations play an important role in public safety. Breaking ice helps prevent the 

formation of ice jams, which can cause flooding in nearby coastal communities. 

 

Joint statement on Strategic Cooperation between 

Canada and the Kingdom of Norway 

https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/joint-

statement-on-strategic-cooperation 

   

"Recognizing NATO’s crucial deterrence and defence 

capabilities, we will continue to enhance Arctic security   
within the framework of NATO. As such, we welcome NATO’s enhanced Vigilance Activity, 

Arctic Sentry, which strengthens NATO’s posture in the Arctic and the High North within 

SACEUR’s area of responsibility." 

 

No mention of Canada actually joining Arctic Sentry. 

 

Had to look up “Vigilance Activity”: "A NATO Vigilance Activity is a routine, peacetime, 

multi-domain (air, land, sea, cyber, space) operation conducted by Allied forces to maintain 

high strategic awareness and ensure rapid readiness. These activities, often termed "enhanced 

Vigilance Activities" (eVAs) in key regions, serve to deter aggression, reassure members, and 

prevent misunderstandings by demonstrating a consistent, defensive NATO presence across 

the Euro-Atlantic area." 

 

 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/corporate/reports-publications/industrial-strategy.html
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/joint-statement-on-strategic-cooperation
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/joint-statement-on-strategic-cooperation
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Macdonald-Laurier Institute, 7 March 2026 

 

Why the world needs even more Canadian coal 

In The Hub, Energy Program Director Heather Exner-Pirot urges Canada to embrace coal 

exports, highlighting their importance for global steel production. 

 

Unpacking Canada’s position on the war in Iran: Rob Huebert and Ian Campbell for Inside 

Policy Talks 

 

Maximizing the Philippines-Canada security 

partnership 

https://www.philstar.com/news-

commentary/2026/03/14/2514294/maximizing-

philippines-canada-security-partnership 

  

“However, sustaining relations requires more than track 

1-level dialogue. Fortunately, there has been a surge in  
both track 2 and track 1.5 dialogues between the nations...” 

  

Had to look up track 1, 1.5 and 2 dialogues: 

Track 1, 2, and 1.5 dialogues represent different levels of diplomatic engagement in conflict 

resolution. Track 1 is official government-to-government negotiation. Track 2 involves 

unofficial, non-structured interactions between private citizens or experts. Track 1.5 is a 

hybrid, bringing official actors into unofficial discussions, often to break deadlocks.  

See: “Multi-Track Diplomacy Explained” (https://www.nti.org/risky-business/multi-track-

diplomacy-explained/). 

 

Naval Association of Canada – NAC News,  6-12 March 2026 

 

Canada 

Defence Chief General Jennie Carignan on the state of Canada’s military 

 

Canada commits nearly $1B to drone and airborne defence research 

 

US Navy conducts under-ice Arctic exercise with Royal Navy submariners embarked 

 

Hanwha Ocean forms new Canadian partnerships tied to patrol submarine program 

 

Halifax hosts Persian Gulf 35 commemorations 

 

Seeking Women Veterans for a study on mental health and support needs 

 

Sign up now to the Veteran Family Telemedicine Service & Service de télémédecine 

 

FROM RESERVIST TO COMMISSIONAIRE - DOCUMENTARY 

 

https://pyvpu-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/1feb4ea4e5ad94ae/1feb4ea4e5a9df08
https://pyvpu-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/1feb4ea4e5ad94ae/1feb4ea4e5a9df0a
https://pyvpu-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/1feb4ea4e5ad94ae/1feb4ea4e5a9df18
https://pyvpu-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/1feb4ea4e5ad94ae/1feb4ea4e5a9df1a
https://pyvpu-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/1feb4ea4e5ad94ae/1feb4ea4e5a9df1a
https://www.philstar.com/news-commentary/2026/03/14/2514294/maximizing-philippines-canada-security-partnership
https://www.philstar.com/news-commentary/2026/03/14/2514294/maximizing-philippines-canada-security-partnership
https://www.philstar.com/news-commentary/2026/03/14/2514294/maximizing-philippines-canada-security-partnership
https://www.nti.org/risky-business/multi-track-diplomacy-explained/
https://www.nti.org/risky-business/multi-track-diplomacy-explained/
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=Txypkm3F5XEIqjC%2fjGoIBjZoDv6HT%2fJFzOAAnGd2KQSI2evlvUHeeS8LjELH2e7%2fNGsR2UoaFUY8YP8vpg%2fsUGr9g9N49PWxSJH19717xy8%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=uwR%2f%2bxLKOjIoLBqoT657HW7xYUhw547HhS%2bFX5Md6KS6N2o5TZl%2f8Qie0Ro5LIQ9VqD5tOZpCNRALZFlhcf052wBLG%2fqMC%2bwzknWuaig8l8%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=1UAZadpuZErr4%2bproDR9QpdU2o8IXK%2fpmh0b8CqqIZuZzyfQWyS0PcKT4NvixNuQnGpdOISwFJrFn38XN4xNShHdC29HgWKzmMP6TZqeFiM%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=%2bCwzZHvo47DrGYHLZ9s1TPd%2b82XcWI9V5gp55SoYrGHuNKU0rJQ7fo2KU%2bkxKFBBPt3X%2fGNTrDDj2rdzoJLHvZlbDOVZ3S3Xy8CFk6jcnvQ%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=g%2fjhjAPWCQdz%2bS4jD8Btjf4Kzur2R12ft7sKM3ujhUjbruqpkqFp03uE%2flstFVAuYx5o8cehhTsqx%2bQ3KFroUS%2fJ8QjHMTmYFsmmN6ycUjI%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=aoE7LR0UNNWS6XzKxdl7SEJt1bPTu6B%2btBTJgTifxs08%2f7bmrgZ779Cn65yHFLWshaRDi0o9G5SN1DSYD9W0xWq7HXUWGfqXqPcnevcA5y0%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=3Y%2b%2bFy4h%2bFg%2b4GaMqv0v3rA55tEtP9bM36rF%2fDS%2fNyyIQDQ9l8cKYJUj3bfv%2bmF9FwE2PxaO7F6kMeeQWCoTgZfPITF%2bBAXJjPRoK2ufqrA%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=IlPuI9BkeO02fRkSyWX0inYdIqS8rhT8Xr2ch6HdXvqZr1SACor4RLxdXgZJ2Dug4gMLaZCP5jsafw670iZ6CdiVitYX%2bLedcC6CmNNFoz4%3d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4y2QxC3LYE
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Decommissioned warships sunk to become artificial reefs off coast of B.C. | From the 

Archives 

 

 

Overseas 

Iranian Warship Sunk in Indian Ocean by US Navy submarine, Over 80 Dead and U.S. 

Submarine Strike on Iranian Warship Highlights Combat Performance of Mk-48 

Torpedo plus VIDEO: U.S. Attack Boat Torpedoes Iranian Frigate off Sri Lanka   
 

Sri Lanka Takes Charge of Iranian Naval Auxiliary Ship IRINS Bushehr 

 

IEA Warns: Hormuz Crisis Triggering Largest Oil Supply Disruption in History 

 

Carrier USS Gerald R. Ford Suffers Fire, At Least 2 Sailors Injured 

 

Sweden Boards Suspected ‘Stateless’ Cargo Ship in Baltic Sea then Sweden Arrests 

Crewmember After Boarding and Detaining Stateless Cargo Ship 

 

Global airline industry crashing, after just one week of war on Iran  

 

This iceberg was once the biggest in the world. Now it has just weeks left 

 

Mariana Trench: What They Found In The Deepest Place On Earth 

 

Navy unmanned vessel operators are now earning 

specialized badges 

https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-

military/2026/03/16/navy-unmanned-vessel-operators-

are-now-earning-specialized-badges/ 

 

Considering the growth of 'badged uniforms' over recent 

years, might the RCN consider something to denote 

drone operators?  

 

Royal Canadian Navy International Outlook, 11 March 2026 

 

Canada / Japan: “Japan may join Canadian Arctic military exercises as part of new strategic 

partnership 

 

France: “France to boost nuclear arsenal and extend deterrence to European allies” 

 

Croatia: “Hundreds of teenagers report for duty as Croatia reinstates conscription” 

 

Russia / Ukraine: “Zelensky says 11 countries asking Ukraine for drone help against Iran” 

 

Iran: “Sri Lanka moving 208 rescued Iranian ship crew to naval camp, sources say” 

https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=tX%2bO532Ty4Z%2bY8pZccAepsrUglTfoWQzBn3Jd1aMoRIwcTUJ6NwX8Y7IBOe1QUci7He7CI6ZWAR1aFBlaiMnBsuNngyk7RpGXfQe6OBUsYU%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=tX%2bO532Ty4Z%2bY8pZccAepsrUglTfoWQzBn3Jd1aMoRIwcTUJ6NwX8Y7IBOe1QUci7He7CI6ZWAR1aFBlaiMnBsuNngyk7RpGXfQe6OBUsYU%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=YUTFI8U71DHZvS565xuMQcrTUjRtFiZ6NQG7%2bzZMD9sIDE%2fh9aB%2frWSsHDcBYRZk%2fs%2bMiN%2bl2BOhfX%2fRtZiixkr5yr8fWOdZ3uW4jxTbshU%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=ly%2fsQyyiNgHaQWhb4kKsBnpxLNj%2fm6GsT1V8cx5GCvr1Hr8BOFXgNlZgoivySwP7CGMMDLPWa3ZhB3Jmy0pDJ%2feF0Nyt8GAfTBtGeH5nxV8%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=ly%2fsQyyiNgHaQWhb4kKsBnpxLNj%2fm6GsT1V8cx5GCvr1Hr8BOFXgNlZgoivySwP7CGMMDLPWa3ZhB3Jmy0pDJ%2feF0Nyt8GAfTBtGeH5nxV8%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=ly%2fsQyyiNgHaQWhb4kKsBnpxLNj%2fm6GsT1V8cx5GCvr1Hr8BOFXgNlZgoivySwP7CGMMDLPWa3ZhB3Jmy0pDJ%2feF0Nyt8GAfTBtGeH5nxV8%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=unaMNZ770M2w4L5qjESKlBE5l9WfY7qba2w1LikmEruPsvBeZCQIG1AZvlxhQfx9UVvF%2bMzinlcrC2xF%2b2%2fUnZHu0Kb9wg5lS4cxxRYHd3w%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=8GQPuBDe0VsJrPrGL7KrkJwJBlsfQf8oWykGbZlEW1XErs9q4tKeJVuhiPJqn8ebosXti9z9W9SsSgb8rqGXEliYAkIo9Vo59oPCfzLpKHo%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=eCNl%2frZScUjNL3uxdaAUgV5%2fiR9vw7TfxcZEl94HqE8d5SnIHURx7kj%2fAHcXDUa73Dq%2fq5QOAY2uY0J6dn%2bWRqsB0b%2fBjc5Hs3iRcYpdZWc%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=o8xL8tPj01dPKsvSubtnJ1Ua8n94IL1kLq49%2frL4znoRUa77upqF4ldrdzJQ7QWWo8FjTJstAmaQ7Os%2bH%2bD0bYj7I5PHYkEjms7cD8sTAMc%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=WU2V4w9Y%2fI5O1Mek0eWlzxDQTytA189zufAX6I7Yq0G1viQxuKbvyNP4MbE54C%2fLfLAcDhJhYLXkiiBzEMGv1KK3P5geKyVqmib546cc2L8%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=dxdXooBJMMoVxKYhRky14BrG3opox87gKbP0gZIVpZKl%2f49FzeHxPsdy3DOrc%2bN6WhmYFvkwHWTUTUhvqXJPVTgaqhGsswxcfilkG3ioDPo%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=dxdXooBJMMoVxKYhRky14BrG3opox87gKbP0gZIVpZKl%2f49FzeHxPsdy3DOrc%2bN6WhmYFvkwHWTUTUhvqXJPVTgaqhGsswxcfilkG3ioDPo%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=0KhPLQZ4BIJO%2bBLYAvp28ndPFv2mN0ZfH5zjDIEyHCWFlxOClrnh%2fweC9vKozYNSJedV7URHGGJKZRSJ1xEbRo0hisTjKlzV9njFAdia7ZM%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=IuiB0JPn3BW%2fueTQAfhOp5DhhDMDDUBBVqlDxXE%2bbHnzjgKG6SEvhLm3f35rXyFQuFlWeBYuv1tDpoglo1s0nWnwqAqC9wxupxKkonOz5c8%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=aWKG4sE55Df3%2fRuu5%2f6Zo8LZ%2fS2SgHYD0bY%2fSI6A6awChNVrfC155zBfqOiEVMudWT0lOjj4wPTixV7txePMarwtgYzTx%2b2ONHjf%2bjP0FIg%3d
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2026/03/16/navy-unmanned-vessel-operators-are-now-earning-specialized-badges/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2026/03/16/navy-unmanned-vessel-operators-are-now-earning-specialized-badges/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2026/03/16/navy-unmanned-vessel-operators-are-now-earning-specialized-badges/
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=OHAQixkDI0o9zEui0xyaNMPPfFsU8zGxjVUNo6XhF3W6qTxKbYy2tQW-dbnDQ3SeCj8Gb7GZZ5rIIBk29kAvM7UmepdjrhZwmUrpoM75gengkFHF0RL_4cwDgfrsJhg968Co0s6yOoDAUZ1rWb8cZQ~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=OHAQixkDI0o9zEui0xyaNMPPfFsU8zGxjVUNo6XhF3W6qTxKbYy2tQW-dbnDQ3SeCj8Gb7GZZ5rIIBk29kAvM7UmepdjrhZwmUrpoM75gengkFHF0RL_4cwDgfrsJhg968Co0s6yOoDAUZ1rWb8cZQ~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=sN10WHcpXwQHiXvOFTVHUBGvbM_7fV1PUIrVvecXa67wI8Y27b3HkPWV2chcOuEZPziKkkBihOYAr3zlySYBHPON2g_iUZjuuFxl8fTW8mvI_P_mEneofqVTrGGO24ZVQp4mQsmrQYYofxB0PvtVTg~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=bn96t7L--QZieAg4oYOpknZbiyaXvt5TkjO6ZE8-Wsb5lqkKhb3aL5GDtFe5nEqNNYun4Cnjmz6ckNJG2H5NF_Lv3ubGn7sRylzCvwG9-li0S9226SEg8GsQskg1YKMbcTBIy5oQ8bRvjPwitfYlpA~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=-2ZinbYomuZK9mWZdc8OPwBskfDdfEa2_32dZbQc-wvVwtiUZXnqeyUN4OILI9I-frlYlrs-WJKUdp1_PDozEpIRoSJ0bYSu_UsPUTelRFz2gCPDn2jtTJ6YHWMhiB86Ma5-QSeGgbqfX0exF3bq6g~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=cKAHs3ts2Rhxq5lGIveqF8qCUb_Su-cRkWCKZxMfpQ6qFzcDN16iL6diC4EhFW9nVPXX8aobFISBCahbhNVhoKRkOPFTY4xk45f3mTLo6Ala01JTZbguALzICzFYL6dzLgCqXyJjlxzY5J9kUjYffQ~~
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Indonesia / India: “Indonesia says it has entered agreement with India to procure BrahMos 

missiles” 

 

North Korea: “North Korea’s New Destroyer Sets Sail for the First Time, Tests Missile 

Systems” 

 

The Drone That Can Lift Nearly a Ton 

 

https://i-hls.com/archives/134371 

 

The headline may be off on the drone's capacity, but a 

UAV that can carry a heavy logistics load could be very 

useful for a variety of ops. 

 
 

The Institute for the Study of War, 12-18 March 2026 
 

 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky announced that Ukraine has sent 201 military 

experts to assist Middle Eastern countries in defending against Iranian Shahed drone 

strikes and that the Ukrainian defense industrial base (DIB) is ready to support Middle 

Eastern air defense efforts. Ukraine is also “ready” to send another 34 experts to the region. 

Zelensky reported that Ukrainian specialists are already working in the United Arab Emirates 

(UAE), Qatar, and Saudi Arabia and that Ukrainian specialists are en route to Kuwait. 

President Zelensky reported that Ukraine can produce over 2,000 interceptor drones daily, of 

which Ukraine only needs 1,000 drones for its own defense. Zelensky stated that Ukraine can 

supply at least 1,000 drone interceptors to its partners daily and can produce more drones if 

partners invest in Ukraine’s drone production capabilities. 

 

Russian forces have deported Ukrainian civilians from Sumy Oblast border settlements 

to Russia in at least two separate incidents since late December 2025. Ukrainian Joint 

Forces Task Force Spokesperson Colonel Viktor Trehubov reported that elements of the 

Russian “36th Brigade” deported 52 people from Hrabovske (directly on the international 

Sumy-Belgorod Oblast border) to Russia on December 20, 2025. 

 

The United Nations Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine has 

determined that Russia’s deportation and forced transfer of Ukrainian children amount 

to crimes against humanity. The Commission examined over 2,000 documents which 

included the identities of deported children, involved Russian institutions, 41 official 

documents from Russian authorities, 42 submissions from non-governmental organizations, 

and open-source material. The Commission confirmed Russia’s deportation or transfer of 

1,205 Ukrainian children since 2022, and found that 80 percent of these children have not yet 

been returned to Ukraine as of 2026. The investigation found that Russia prepared for the 

deportation of Ukrainian children prior to the full-scale invasion and has since facilitated the 

https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=X80_lalFz-pZK8iFakUZiIuMMkyQU4JzxBTVeB-NVWMTCVWfuHBe5ZmB46O1qew3C29R3hAHQ-tpsh1N2ZJhgjiuM7gfZNc2URb29mP4YUCMrVsCT7h3JsHnb3KhNP7OT79RLrA54lr3tC0O8892Lw~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=X80_lalFz-pZK8iFakUZiIuMMkyQU4JzxBTVeB-NVWMTCVWfuHBe5ZmB46O1qew3C29R3hAHQ-tpsh1N2ZJhgjiuM7gfZNc2URb29mP4YUCMrVsCT7h3JsHnb3KhNP7OT79RLrA54lr3tC0O8892Lw~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=Y0myFOugXq2aEx33t-MJjAHPKkoiZ-MtLyqxZyIE5yVG0aZng0hcfo1eRdG5XYeowFkec0GS9BK-ERtHIGPj4zEqZvHrlwa4RGrOc1mcqmrjGeGnIOS8Y7zI7kMKKVEt4PwD1wKxVFdzWUy6c9RaHQ~~
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=Y0myFOugXq2aEx33t-MJjAHPKkoiZ-MtLyqxZyIE5yVG0aZng0hcfo1eRdG5XYeowFkec0GS9BK-ERtHIGPj4zEqZvHrlwa4RGrOc1mcqmrjGeGnIOS8Y7zI7kMKKVEt4PwD1wKxVFdzWUy6c9RaHQ~~
https://i-hls.com/archives/134371
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adoption of Ukrainian children in families in at least 21 Russian regions. 

 

The Monroe Line 

 

Interesting reading:  

Defense Analyses and Research Corporation 

@DefenseAnalyses 13 Mar posted: Today, 

DARC is pleased to publish “The Monroe 

Line” (https://defenseanalyses.org/work/the-

monroe-line/) by @FRANC0_SAX0N, which 

proposes that the US construct the Sixth Island 

Chain, a string of bases stretching across the 

Western Hemisphere that secure Latin America 

and Western Africa from PRC influence.  FS 

observes that while existing island chain 

strategies seek to prevent the PRC from 

breaking through into the Pacific, none account 

for the power that China is already able to   
project into the Western Hemisphere through its BRI efforts. These are threats in the event of 

war. The Monroe Line is therefore a proposed chain of US bases, stretching from Sao Tome 

and Principe in the east, all the way to the Galapagos Islands in the west. Doing so 

fundamentally changes Beijing's calculus in continuing to lay commercial-military roots in the 

hemisphere. 

 

Canada and the northern part of the line are left out... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O Canada 

In recent days, it has been our Prime Minister, Mark Carney who has quietly made headlines 

around the world by discussing and describing a different way of working within alliances to 

create conditions for a “rules based” international society of liberal democracies. His 

comments and words are now mentioned in international media around the world. It does not 

mean a perfect solution but rather one that is practical and achievable. It is good to see 

Canadian leadership in world affairs once again and not discussion of “socks.” 

While an improvement there are issues that require attention. Most importantly, foreign 

interference whether by state or non-state entities. While the foreign agent registry also 

known officially as the Foreign Influence and Transparency and Accountability Act 

(FITAA) has been passed; it has languished and is not yet operational. The importance is 

reinforced by the appearance of pro-Hamas and Hezbollah symbols at the Al-Quds rally in 

Toronto and the current situation with Iran reminds us of the importance of getting the 

SAC Notes 

https://defenseanalyses.org/work/the-monroe-line/
https://defenseanalyses.org/work/the-monroe-line/
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legislation working as soon as possible. Chinese influence and interference will not be 

stopped by wishful thinking nor will the ongoing influence of Khalistani separatists which 

poison our relations with India. Foreign influence needs to be taken care of soon. 

The Prime Minister announced a massive program to upgrade not only facilities but overall 

life in the Canadian Arctic. It includes major infrastructure efforts to provide major hubs for 

defence which will be dual purpose for civilian use. New roads, ports, power facilities with 

the necessary grid system and overall improvements to the lives of the people of the North. 

This program will cost $35 B CAD. 

The defence minister also announced on 16 March 2026, funding for the launch facilities 

near Canso in Guysborough County Nova Scotia to speed up construction and development 

of an independent Canadian sovereign missile and launch facility. The program will cost 

$200 M CAD. 

 

Australia 

https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/ocius-to-provide-navy-with-bluebottle-

usv-fleet? 

This is an interesting article 

 

https://gcaptain.com/austal-contracts-damen-as-partner-for-local-construction-of-lst-100-

vessels-for-the-australian-army/? 

Canada should acquire some tactical landing craft for training purposes and tactical 

operations as the world is heading into dangerous times. 

 

https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/australia-fuel-shortage-2026/zl0grg7ey 

We are standing into danger. 

 

https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/what-iran-war-reveals-about-us-power/dp0hs1ujg 

US power has weakened as has the respect of the world towards that country. We are 

standing into danger. 

 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/just-like-defence-food-security-is-part-of-national-

security/? 

Food security should be a part of national security. We tend to treat that as a given. 

 

https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australia-needs-northern-engine-to-power-defence/? 

This is a better description of what is needed to upgrade Aus northern defence 

 

United States 

Chaotic and mercurial foreign policy is causing extreme concern as the current US 

administration jumps from one problem to another with seemingly little preparation or 

planning. First the tariffs on allies and enemies alike without warning or apparent thought. 

Threats to occupy and take over Danish autonomous territory, threatening Canada to become 

the 51st state. The attack on Venezuela, the near complete embargo on Cuba and most 

recently the attack on Iran alongside Israel make for confusion and instability causing major 

market jitters. 

Iran has now closed the Straits of Hormuz carrying 20%+ of all oil and gas. The blockade 

https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/ocius-to-provide-navy-with-bluebottle-usv-fleet
https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/ocius-to-provide-navy-with-bluebottle-usv-fleet
https://gcaptain.com/austal-contracts-damen-as-partner-for-local-construction-of-lst-100-vessels-for-the-australian-army/
https://gcaptain.com/austal-contracts-damen-as-partner-for-local-construction-of-lst-100-vessels-for-the-australian-army/
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/australia-fuel-shortage-2026/zl0grg7ey
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/what-iran-war-reveals-about-us-power/dp0hs1ujg
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/just-like-defence-food-security-is-part-of-national-security/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/just-like-defence-food-security-is-part-of-national-security/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australia-needs-northern-engine-to-power-defence/
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also prevents Chinese exports from being delayed or even stopped. The world economy is 

hampered more and more by the ups and downs of a confused policy. As of today, no 

country has offered to assist the US in opening the Straits of Hormuz. Trump’s actions have 

been universally panned by most of the world. Whether Trump takes action against NATO 

members because of this decision will be seen in the coming days. Certainly, he is more than 

capable of an ill-considered action. 

 

Moldova 

Moldova and Transnistria have entered into negotiations to return the pro-Russian separatist 

territory to accept Moldovan authority. The real difference is that both parties are now 

conducting these negotiations without Russian input. Circumstances have changed as 

Transnistria’s success depended on access to free Russian natural gas. This free gas ended on 

1 January 2025 when Ukraine refused to renew the contract allowing Russian gas flow 

through Ukrainian pipelines. Transnistria’s economy lost nearly 40% of its revenue as a 

result when they lost the ability to provide power to Moldova. Moldova has found alternate 

sources of power. 

The other change is unlike the early days of separation, Transnistria now sends 86% of its 

exports to Europe, not Russia. It is increasingly clear to Transnistrian politicians that their 

future now lies with Europe. The only remaining problem is the withdrawal of the few 

remaining Russian forces and the fate of the local militia. 

 

Georgia 

The President of Armenia, Nikol Pashinyan criticized Georgia in an interview in Brussels. 

He was explaining that Georgia’s lack of talks with the EU was also delaying Armenia’s 

own negotiations. 

The speaker of the Georgian Parliament, Shalva Papuashvili responded forcefully, stating 

that the lack of dialogue was the fault of Brussels not Georgia. In the past two years since the 

last election the Georgia Dream Party has taken a pro-Russian approach and has actually 

stated that they will not conduct EU accession discussions until 2028. Brussels had made 

critical remarks regarding Georgia’s attack on political opposition figures and other anti-

democratic actions. This has caused widespread and ongoing opposition demonstrations that 

rotate around the country. The Georgia Dream Party is solely responsible for the now 

stopped discussions. 

 

Belarus 

Earlier this week, Alexander Lukashenko launched into a diatribe against interference in 

Belarus matters, in other words comments about Lukashenko’s own legitimacy.  It  was also 

exacerbated by Lithuania mounting a case before the international criminal court because of 

Lukashenko’s use of refugees and migrants as a weapon trying to gain access and cause 

disruption within neighbouring countries, On 12 March 2026, Lukashenko was informed that 

the ICC was investigating Lithuania’s allegations against him 

Lukashenko lashed out, stating that NATO, the EU and neighbours should not interfere with 

the affairs of Belarus. He also threatened that the Oreshnik missiles could be used to 

“punish” states that conduct this type of interference. 

While there are nuclear weapons in Belarus and that service personnel from Belarus have 

been provided training on the Oreshnik and also gravity bombs for Belarus SU 25s, he has 
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no authority to employ them except through the Kremlin. The security on all these weapons 

is still maintained by Russia. 

Lukashenko now has to face the fact that he will likely become a fugitive; unable to move 

anywhere in the world. 

 

Israel- Iran Conflict 

Since 1979 and the Iranian Islamic Revolution, Israel has found itself in the cross hairs of an 

implacable foe in the form of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Since that time Iran has 

developed a series of proxies that placed Israel under threat of attack constantly. These 

proxies have developed major capabilities including unguided rockets with sufficient range, 

ballistic missiles and fairly sophisticated cruise missiles as well as ammunition and weapons 

production facilities. 

Over time the attacks on Israel became more complex and harder to detect. It columnated in 

the 7 October 2023 attack; one of the worst specifically targeted attacks on Jews since the 

Second World War. The attack was devastating; not so much the material damage but the 

damage to Israel’s reputation and to a degree its confidence. 

Israeli leadership does have much to account for in its handling of the Gaza and the West 

Bank especially in regard to its lack of supervision or action against “settler” gangs that are 

also violent and unnecessarily brutal. 

Range has been an issue. Israel had difficulties providing large air refuelers to support a 

major attack until relatively recently. The US and Israel cooperated on an attack on Iran’s 

nuclear program that had consistently increased the level of uranium enrichment. Israel’s 

part was to eliminate Iran’s air defence system prior to the US providing heavy bunker 

busting capability. It was thought to be somewhat successful. 

On 28 February 2026, Israel and the US opened up a massive bombing campaign, It targeted 

both the leadership (mainly by Israel), nuclear infrastructure, missile and drone launchers, 

missile depots, airfields and naval vessels and naval infrastructure. The campaign has lasted 

until the present and shows no sign of stopping.   

There are two wild cards that could greatly affect the long-term outlook, first are Iran’s 

proxies. The Houthis could shut off the Bab al Manab, a second key shipping choke point as 

well as Hezbollah continuing to rain rockets into Northern Israel. The second is the actions 

of the Iranian people.  As the US and Israel degrade Iranian security forces, is there a 

possibility of a regime change? The answer is yes but there are other possibilities such as the 

remaining regime parts finding the internal threat to be much more of an issue than  the 

external threat. The regime knows it is widely unpopular and that public sentiment is not on 

their side. This will cause uncertainty across the entire theatre especially if Israel continues 

to eliminate layer after layer of Iranian leadership. 

The Houthis have remained quiet for now. Hezbollah has been hammered by Israeli air 

attacks and now IDF ground forces are moving further into Lebanon. Air attacks have now 

moved into central Beirut as well in search of Hezbollah leadership and infrastructure. 

When will it end? There are too many variables at present including lack of support from 

normal US allies. Too early to tell.  

 

Russia-Ukraine Conflict 

The war continues into its fifth year. The nature of the war has changed; Russia’s meat 

grinder attacks are not as successful as they have been in past. Some analysts estimate that 
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Ukraine is achieving an unheard-of ratio of casualties of 27 Russians killed or injured to 

every single Ukrainian casualty. Even Russia cannot sustain that level of casualties. Most of 

these latest casualties are deaths at a ratio of 2 dead to one injured. It is not sustainable. 

So why the change? Drones, Ukraine has used its rapid, flexible system of drone 

development to change the equation. Ukrainian troops are kept further to the rear; using 

drones to keep a wide band of drone kill zones. This is the use of unmanned aerial vehicles 

and unmanned ground vehicles to achieve what used to be covered by large numbers of 

soldiers. Areas normally occupied by a brigade can now be covered by a single battalion. 

The structure of Ukraine’s Army has now changed with now more than 100 k soldiers now 

employed with drone formations. Russia has not adapted. 

At the higher level of conflict, Russia is now trailing behind Ukraine in force adaptation with 

the expected results. Russian forces have been crippled by the loss of Starlink and social 

media platforms and more recently the whole internet. Russian forces are no longer able to 

properly communicate, command or coordinate Russian responses, even between units that 

are side by side. Although Russia continues to make some small advances, the real advances 

are made by Ukraine. 

Ukrainian attacks are well planned, prepared and use every capability available in a 

coordinated assault that is based on small but achievable goals. In February 2026, Ukraine 

recaptured more territory that Russia was able to capture with many fewer casualties 

especially in the South of the lines. It is thought that Ukraine has shattered the expectations 

of a Russian spring offensive even before it starts. There is also thought that Ukraine may try 

a more ambitious attack in the Zaporizhzhia area. Time will tell. 

Russia's economy continues to deteriorate due to corruption, sanctions and Ukraine’s long-

range strikes on key infrastructure supporting the war. The Russian media are now 

questioning the need for continuation of the war. Some Russian bloggers, such as Igor 

Gilkin, have stated that Russia has lost. There are now calls for Putin to be removed. This is 

not a good omen for the long-term continuation of the Putin regime. As always, time will 

tell. 

 

China 

China is the second largest economy in the world. It is a large authoritarian regime that has 

maintained the occupation of two separate countries, Tibet and East Turkistan also known as 

Xinjiang province in the West. China has taken action against its minorities; most recently it 

has passed legislation called the new “ethnic unity” law which forces minorities such as 

Mongolians, Tibetans, Uyghurs and smaller ethnic groups to adopt favour of those features 

of the Han Chinese. It is considered a way for various minorities to blend in with Chinese 

society by adoption of mandarin Chinese as the spoken language, inter-marriage outside of 

minority groups as already underway in Xinjiang province. It is a form of cultural genocide 

that is unprecedented in the world today. Minorities will become little more than tourist 

attractions able to dress in local costumes and act in their own cultural ways. 

China continues its crackdown on democratic and religious opposition whether in Hong 

Kong or groups such as Christians, Muslims and followers of Falun Gong. It has required 

these groups adopt beliefs and actions as decided by the Communist Chinese Party (CCP) 

rather than their main faith. This is likely to continue. 

Why does China continue to conduct this type of effort? The CCP cannot afford to have a 

well organized “other” entity providing alternative views of the Party. The same logic was 
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used when reining in private entrepreneurs. These private businessmen thought they were 

safe and offered criticism of the ways of the Party and thus became targets. Most have left 

the country or retired. The CCP’s main role is to survive, and they will take whatever actions 

needed to secure their survival even at the expense of the economy. It is also why Taiwan is 

a major threat; a Chinese country able to be a liberal democracy with citizens offered a 

choice of multiple political parties. The taking of Taiwan from this perspective becomes an 

existential threat. 

The economy has shown some signs of growth although actual figures from independent 

sources seem to indicate a much lower growth rate than officially announced. It appears 

likely that China’s economy only grew by 1.8% despite the successful achievement of the 

5% growth rate forecast by the CCP government. China is grossly in debt; with total national 

debt from all levels indicating debt of over 300% of GDP. It is unsustainable. 

Growth was mainly through exports and although exports to the world increased 

substantially, the profit has gone down. There was also growth in property development but 

it appears this was caused by investment from various levels of government and not private 

investment. In other words, the CCP is using more money to get less. Is China viable under 

the CCP in the longer term, perhaps, but it is unlikely that the CCP will undertake the 

necessary reforms to achieve a different outcome. 

 

 

 

 

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS) 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-

leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html 
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