Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia Dispatches
3 April 2026

The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the study,
promotion and debate on defence, security, and safety issues.

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media by the
Institute. Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches but may be
unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada.

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in Dispatches.
Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.
Email to RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.

Comments to articles can be from members or non-members of RUSI(NS). Any comment in
Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author and does not necessarily represent the views of the
Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other
government department, the Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or
other agency.

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), please
inform RUSI(NS). Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting RUSI(NS).

LAST WEEK IN CANADIAN HISTORY

On 21 March 1948, the Royal Canadian Navy’s aircraft carrier HMCS Magnificent was
commissioned in Halifax NS. Known affectionately as “Maggie,” she was designed for anti-
submarine warfare and patrol, replacing HMCS Warrior. A Majestic-class light aircraft carrier
that served in the RCN from 1948 to 1957, operating as a key, versatile component of Canada's
post-war naval forces. She was famously used as a troop transport during the 1956 Suez Crisis
before being replaced by HMCS Bonaventure.

The next issue will be on 17 April 2026.
Other editorial comments as desired.
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Quick links:
Events
Publications
@RUSI_NS on X
Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook
Other Sources
Odds and Sods
SAC Notes

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook
accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com. Preferably, send the material ready to post. We
are still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them
active.

Writing for RUSI(NS)

The content of Dispatches and other RUSI(NS)
channels is representative of the submissions
by RUSI(NS) members. If you want more
published about certain fields and topics, you
are encouraged to submit material to
RUSIDispatches@gmail.com and
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. The public face
of RUSI(NS) is what we, the membership,
makes it.

Articles of Association of the Royal United Services
Institute of Nova Scotia

At our Annual General Meeting 12 March 2026, the Institute's Articles
were amended to change the process for proposing and seconding of
candidates to the Institute. The amended Articles, Revision 6 Amendment
3, are available to members on request to RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.
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Events

To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. RUSI(NS) events are by
invitation. If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice. Email
RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring.

RUSI (NS) Events:

New 8 April 2026, Wednesday: Distinguished Speaker, Mr Alan MacDonald, Director
Aerospace, Defence and Marine Directorate of the Atlantic Canada Opportunities

Agency (ACOA) will provide a virtual update on ACOA's role and scope within the new
Defence Industrial Strategy (DIS) as well as update changes to its overall mandate as a result, at
1300 to 1500 hrs (AT).

Please register at RUSInovascotia@gmail.com, and title your response as ACOA presentation
attn: VPres. Reservations should be received by 4 April 2026.

May-June 2026 Schedule:

May - Col. Tarra Willis, Comd 12 Wing, Future of Maritime Air, hybrid, in-person and
virtual, Shearwater Aviation Museum.
June - Mr. Harvey Vardy, Director Intervention Response Atlantic Director, in-person only,
at 50 Discovery Dr, Dartmouth on 18 June 2026.
- Summer Meet and Greet, RA Park, 25 June 2026

Other Events:

New 29-30 April 2026, Thursday: Maritime Defence and Security Symposium and BOA
Gala, the Halifax Hotel, Halifax

The event is co-hosted by NAC and the Canadian Maritime Security Network. The symposium
theme is “Canada in Alliance: Maritime Security in a Changing World” & Battle of the Atlantic
(BOA) Gala, the Halifax Hotel, Halifax. The symposium will be co-hosted by NAC and the
Canadian Maritime Security Network.

Wargaming Events: Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule:
https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents
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I Publications

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest
edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To readers
of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated.

Weekly:

Naval Association of Canada

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members
News

Bi-weekly:
Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch

Monthly:

Canadian Gunner News

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions
Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt
Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter
Veterans Affairs Canada Salute!

Quarterly:
Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter




@RUSI_NS on X
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca.
To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS).

NAADSN_RDSNAA @NAADSN_RDSNAA 31 Mar
posted and RUSI(NS) reposted:

We’re reading Tony Kunuk and @WhitneyLackenb1’s
latest reflection on traveling with 1st Canadian Ranger
Patrol Group’s (1 CRPG) current long-range patrol
across the Arctic coastline https://naadsn.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2026/03/26mar25-Kunuk-Crossing-the-
Arctic-Rangers-NAADSN-QL.pdf

(Crossing the Arctic with the Canadian Rangers)

NAADSN

nasdinca

March 25, 2006

Crossing the Arctic with the Canadian Rangers

NATO Association of Canada @NATOCanada 31
Mar posted and RUSI(NS) reposted:

Ottawa’s hesitation to commit to purchasing 88 F-35A
fighter jets signals strategic indecision. If Canada seeks
to lead NATO and fulfil its ambitions, it is necessary to
ground credibility in capability and avoid prioritizing
political considerations over long-term security

(To Be or Not to Be: Why the Acquisition of the F-35 is
a Canadian Necessity
https://natoassociation.ca/to-be-or-not-to-be-why-the-
acquisition-of-the-f-35-is-a-canadian-necessity/)

Davie @chantierdavie 27 Mar posted and RUSI(NS)
reposted:

The first steel plates have arrived at the Lévis

shipyard! % Another step in the early stages of
construction of the Polar Max in Lévis: steel

from @AlgomaSteellnc is now on site, ready for

use. @ From Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, to Lévis,
Québec, this milestone demonstrates the strength of a
Canadian supply chain in support of @CoastGuardCAN

and Arctic security. 68
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David Pugliese @davidpugliese 28 Mar posted and
RUSI(NS) reposted:

Why a South Korean submarine is travelling 14,000
kilometres to Canadian waters. Visit to Canada comes
just before expected announcement of sub competition
winner. https://ottawacitizen.com/public-
service/defence-watch/south-korean-submarine-royal-

canadian-navy via
@ottawacitizen

Also, a newswire release:

Korean-Built KSS-III Submarine Departs for Canada, Marking Pacific Crossing Ahead of
Joint Naval Exercise
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/korean-built-kss-iii-submarine-departs

Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster 28 Mar posted
and RUSI(NS) reposted:

Canadian Army overhaul looms as DND finalizes
mobilization plans #cdnpoli #DND #Army

(Canadian Army overhaul looms as DND finalizes
mobilization plans
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/army-canada-
mobilization-soldiers-9.7145446)

David Pugliese @davidpugliese 26 Mar posted and
RUSI(NS) reposted:

Cyclone helicopters won’t be fully operational until
2029 — 25 years after contract was signed. The
Canadian military had hoped to declare the new fleet
fully operational this

September. https://ottawacitizen.com/public-
service/defence-watch/cyclone-helicopters-canadian-
forces via @ottawacitizen

CDA Institute @ CDAlnstitute 26 Mar posted and
RUSI(NS) reposted:
In our latest issue of Voices of the CDA, Dr. Youri VOICES OF

Cormier examines the limits of Canada’s naval capacity THE CD A

in the Arctic and what it would take to effectively
monitor, regulate, and enforce its interests in the

i Seven Routes, One Problem:
Northwest Passage. https://cdainstitute.ca/seven-routes- "0 {line the Northwest

one-problem-commanding-thenorthwest-passage-with- 258 Limited

limited-power/ owe) Contie
(Seven Routes, One Problem: Commanding the Northwest Passage with Limited Power)
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NAADSN_RDSNAA @NAADSN_RDSNAA 26 Mar
posted and RUSI(NS) reposted:

@WhitneyLackenbl argues Canada needs more agile &
efficient procurement to build strategic infrastructure,
but adopting a “crisis” mentality to do so is T
dangerous https://naadsn.ca/wp- NANOOK-NUNALIVUT
content/uploads/2026/03/26mar20-Lackenbauer-Speed- | » st
of-the-North-Rangers-NUNALIVUT-NAADSN-QLpdf

March 20, 2024

(The Speed of the North: Look to Operation NANOOK-NUNALIVUT)

NATO Spokesperson @NATOpress 26 Mar posted
and RUSI(NS) reposted:

OUT NOW - check out. @SecGenNATO Mark Rutte's
Annual Report for 2025
https://nato.int/sgar25 #SGReport

David Pugliese @davidpugliese 25 Mar posted and
RUSI(NS) reposted:

S. Korean sub to make trans-Pacific journey for joint
drills with Canada amid major bid
(https://www.koreaherald.com/article/10702138)

Rhetorical comment: Would be interesting to know what |
submarine-specific preparations (e.g., water space
management, logistics, engineering, SUBSAR) have - -
been arranged by the two navies in collaboration to support the operatlon of the South Korean
submarine in the north-east Pacific.

RUSI @RUSI_org 24 Mar posted and RUSI(NS)
reposted:

“The Strait will be functionally open again when war risk |-
underwriters are prepared to insure vessels transiting it at |
rates that make passage economically viable,’

writes Dr. David B Roberts (@thegultblog) in the latest
#RUSICommentary.

(The Strait of Hormuz Problem: What ‘Securing’ the
Waterway Actually Requires
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/strait-hormuz-problem-
what-securing-waterway-actually-requires)
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David Pugliese @davidpugliese 20 Mar posted and
RUSI(NS) reposted:

New Leopard tanks could be coming to Canadian Army.
The project would see the first of the new vehicles
operating in 2035. https://ottawacitizen.com/public-
service/defence-watch/new-leopard-tanks-canadian-
army via @ottawacitizen

“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook:
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at
https://RUSI-NS.ca.

To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.

I Other Sources

#Arctic #NORAD

Minister Thompson announces largest Canadian defence investment in Newfoundland and
Labrador’s history
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/minister-thompson-announces-largest

Note "NORAD northern basing infrastructure (NNBI)", probably a topic to keep an eye out
for.

#artificial intelligence

The real danger of military Al isn’t killer robots; it’s worse human judgement
https://www.defenseone.com/technology/2026/03/military-ai-troops-judgement/412390/

“New research suggests that relying on Al to do various tasks can erode one's native ability to
do them.”

“A growing body of research shows that wide use of large language models can undermine
human thought and communication.”

#artifical intelligence
People Don’t Understand Military Al. Here’s an Explainer
https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/people-dont-understand-military-ai
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Cyber Intelligence

Google links Axios npm supply chain attack to North Korea-linked APT UNC1069
https://securityaffairs.com/190256/security/google-links-axios-npm-supply-chain-attack-to-
north-korea-linked-apt-unc1069.html

Global law enforcement operation targets AISURU, Kimwolf, JackSkid botnet operators
https://securityaffairs.com/189710/cyber-crime/global-law-enforcement-operation-targets-
aisuru-kimwolf-jackskid-botnet-operators.html

International police Operation Alice take down 373,000 dark websites exploiting children
https://securityaffairs.com/189828/uncategorized/international-police-operation-alice-take-
down-373000-dark-web-sites-exploiting-children.html

Feds Disrupt [oT Botnets Behind Huge DDoS Attacks
https://krebsonsecurity.com/2026/03/feds-disrupt-iot-botnets-behind-huge-ddos-attacks/

Russian authorities arrest alleged LeakBase admin behind stolen data marketplace
https://securityaffairs.com/189994/cyber-crime/russian-authorities-arrest-alleged-leakbase-
admin-behind-stolen-data-marketplace.html

#defence procurement #Canadian Army

Defence Investment Agency awards contract to replace current Canadian Armed Forces
assault rifles
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/defence-investment-agency-awards

Additional information:

Had to query: what’s a full service rifle? From “Army has two variants in development for
the next modular assault rifle” (https://canadianarmytoday.com/army-has-two-variants-in-
development-for-the-next-modular-assault-rifle/): “...a Tier 1 Full Spectrum (CMAR-FS) rifle
optimized for offensive operations in urban and open terrain, and a Tier 2 General Service
(CMAR-GYS) rifle designed for support and personal protection.” 16,195 FS rifles seem to be
lean, whether for the infantry in current battle groups or for the 4-6 brigades and 23,000
people noted in a “The Canadian Army Modernization” document that’s public.

#drones
Let's Talk A Bit About CUAS
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/lets-talk-a-bit-about-cuas

#engineering

3D-printed barracks will open within 6 months at Fort Bliss
https://www.stripes.com/branches/army/2026-03-26/3d-printed-barracks-fort-bliss-21191870.html
Will we sometime see equipment capable of printing field structures/fortifications?



https://securityaffairs.com/190256/security/google-links-axios-npm-supply-chain-attack-to-north-korea-linked-apt-unc1069.html
https://securityaffairs.com/190256/security/google-links-axios-npm-supply-chain-attack-to-north-korea-linked-apt-unc1069.html
https://securityaffairs.com/189710/cyber-crime/global-law-enforcement-operation-targets-aisuru-kimwolf-jackskid-botnet-operators.html
https://securityaffairs.com/189710/cyber-crime/global-law-enforcement-operation-targets-aisuru-kimwolf-jackskid-botnet-operators.html
https://securityaffairs.com/189828/uncategorized/international-police-operation-alice-take-down-373000-dark-web-sites-exploiting-children.html
https://securityaffairs.com/189828/uncategorized/international-police-operation-alice-take-down-373000-dark-web-sites-exploiting-children.html
https://krebsonsecurity.com/2026/03/feds-disrupt-iot-botnets-behind-huge-ddos-attacks/
https://securityaffairs.com/189994/cyber-crime/russian-authorities-arrest-alleged-leakbase-admin-behind-stolen-data-marketplace.html
https://securityaffairs.com/189994/cyber-crime/russian-authorities-arrest-alleged-leakbase-admin-behind-stolen-data-marketplace.html
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/defence-investment-agency-awards
https://canadianarmytoday.com/army-has-two-variants-in-development-for-the-next-modular-assault-rifle/
https://canadianarmytoday.com/army-has-two-variants-in-development-for-the-next-modular-assault-rifle/
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/lets-talk-a-bit-about-cuas
https://www.stripes.com/branches/army/2026-03-26/3d-printed-barracks-fort-bliss-21191870.html

#intelligence
Al is revolutionising journalism. Intelligence is next
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/ai-is-revolutionising-journalism-intelligence-is-next/

#intelligence

Intelligence oversight no more
https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/intelligence-oversight-no-more
The blog starts US then goes Canadian.

Joint Force Quarterly 119, National Defense University Press (4th Quarter October 2025)
https://ndupress.ndu.edu/Joint-Force-Quarterly/Joint-Force-Quarterly-119/

Contents:

- Influence by Design: A Network Strategy for Integrated Deterrence

- Fabrication at the Tactical Edge

- Cognitive Warfare and Organizational Design: Leveraging Al to Reshape Military Decision-
making

- Ukraine, the U.S. Defense Industrial Base, and the Elusive Crisis-Era Munitions Production
Surge

- Breadth or Depth: The Ongoing Battle in Professional Military Education

- A Primer on Ukrainian Special Forces: Beyond Joint

- Political Objectives, Nuclear Forces, and the Enduring Value of U.S. Intercontinental-Range
Ballistic Missiles

- The Cyber Deterrence Dilemma: Parallels Between Cyber and Intelligence Special
Operations

- Combating IUU Fishing in the South American Pacific: An Opportunity to Counter Chinese
Influence Closer to Home

- What’s Old Is New: LSCO Casualty Evacuation in the 21st Century

- U.S. Arctic Sea Lines of Communication: The Imperative for a Maritime Complex and
Corridor in the Bering Region

#legal #US-Iran War

The Strait of Hormuz and the Limits of Maritime Law
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/the-strait-of-hormuz-and-the-limits-of-maritime-law
“The issue is not simply whether particular actions in the strait violate existing international
law, but whether the legal architecture governing maritime conflict is capable of regulating
economic warfare in a deeply interconnected global economy.”

#maritime security

Proof Against the Clock: The Two-Hour Rule for Second Thomas Shoal
https://irregularwarfare.org/uncategorized/proof-against-the-clock-the-two-hour-rule-for-
second-thomas-shoal/

“Gray zone competition at sea is not a contest of firepower, it’s a contest of narrative.”

#maritime security
Sealift: Commercial shipping’s potential in military logistics
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https://www.geostrategy.org.uk/research/sealift-commercial-shippings-potential-in-military-
logistics/

This report was brought forward, maybe because countries such as the UK are assessing the
global situation?

Commercial shipping should be included in the Canadian Armed Forces' planning, wargaming
and exercising.

#NATO #Arctic

NATO to study what-if scenarios that could cause Arctic conflict with Russia
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2026/03/09/nato-to-study-what-if-scenarios-that-
could-cause-arctic-conflict-with-russia/

linked to: Putin’s next move? Five Russian attack scenarios Europe must prepare for
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/report/putins-next-move-five-
russian-attack-scenarios-europe-must-prepare-for/

Canada and its Arctic front with Russia doesn't get a mention. Canada hardly rates a mention
except as being inadequate.

#Royal Canadian Air Force

Arashi: Canada to allegedly be offered spot in GCAP
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/arashi-canada-to-allegedly-be-offered
This is the aircraft on which the RCAF CQ9B RPAS is based.

#Russia-Ukrain War #drones

Ministry of Defense doubles "bonuses" for destroying enemy drone operators
https://unn.ua/en/news/ministry-of-defense-doubles-bonuses-for-destroying-enemy-drone-
operators

An interesting aspect of drone warfare, making the enemy's drone operators high priority
targets.

#Russia-Ukraine War #drones #warfare

Blinding the Bear and Pulling Its Fangs: Ukraine’s Long-Range Campaign Against the
Russian Air Defence
https://tochnyi.info/2026/03/blinding-the-bear-and-pulling-its-fangs-ukraines-long-range-
campaign-against-the-russian-air-defence/

#Russia-Ukraine War #drons #warfare

Iran is adopting Russian drone tactics, Ukrainian troops say
https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2026/03/iran-adopting-russian-drone-tactics-ukrainian-
troops-say/412434/

#security

Strategic surprise in the 21st century: complexity, systems failure and the rewiring of national
security

https://www.aspi.org.au/report/strategic-surprise-2 1 st-century/
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https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2026/03/iran-adopting-russian-drone-tactics-ukrainian-troops-say/412434/
https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2026/03/iran-adopting-russian-drone-tactics-ukrainian-troops-say/412434/
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/strategic-surprise-21st-century/

#strategy
Strategic Width: The Broad Horizons of Strategic Decision-Making
https://dispatch.bazaarofwar.com/p/strategic-width-the-broad-horizons

#strategy
The School of Strategy, the Art of Amateurs
https://dispatch.bazaarofwar.com/p/the-school-of-strategy-the-art-of

#US-Iran War

The Strategy We Are Not Prosecuting
https://smallwarsjournal.com/2026/03/13/the-strategy-we-are-not-prosecuting-options-for-
senior-leaders-in-the-iran-war/

#US-Iran War #warfare
Iran: A land war illusion
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/iran-land-war-illusion

#war #drones
Colin Gray, the RMA, and the Rise of Drone Warfare
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/colin-gray-the-rma-and-the-rise-of-drone-

warfare/

#warfare

The Elder’s Gambit and the Practice of Narrative Warfare
https://irregularwarfare.org/sof-in-competition/the-elders-gambit-and-the-practice-of-
narrative-warfare/

“...population-centric warfare, which prioritizes understanding and influencing the human
domain over purely kinetic action...”

#warfare #reading

A New Conception of War - John Boyd, The U.S. Marines, and Maneuver Warfare
https://researchcentre.army.gov.au/library/land-power-forum/land-power-library-new-
conception-war

book itself: https:// www.usmcu.edu/Portals/218/ANewConceptionOfWar.pdf
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| 0dds and Sods...

Halifax Gate

Amongst all the recent announcements of Canada reaching the NATO 2% GDP target and
federal investments, there was an interesting line about DND acquiring land just south of
Shearwater. For example:

Prime Minister Carney announces Canada has achieved the NATO 2% defence spending target
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2026/03/26/prime-minister-carney-announces-
canada-has-achieved-nato-2-defence

"$82.5 million to acquire Halifax Gate — a 475-acre waterfront industrial site that will support
current and future Royal Canadian Navy operations, including the movement of personnel,
ships, and supplies."

The Gate is the old Valero Energy refinery. The RCN is still planning options to use the
property, though it has been well recognized as a necessary and early acquisition what with
future fleet expansion. There was an opinion that the property could serve for logistics
warehousing and maybe for fuel storage.

Industrial Land Properties / Nova Scotia / Halifox Gate, Eastern Passag, NS B3G 1M8

e
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Northern Development

A map to put one of the projects into context. How dual use could this be?
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From “Grays Bay Road and Port Project Impact Statement™ (https://www.westkit.ca/impact-
statement).
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Naval Association of Canada — NAC News, 6-12 March 2026

Canada
3 Quebec maritime trainees return home after being stranded aboard ship in the Persian Gulf

Carney announces $35B for defence, infrastructure in Canada's North

CANADIAN ARMED FORCES: Defending the Middle East?

Shocking Truth About the Northwest Passage

Korean Submarine Begins 14,000-Kilometre Voyage to Canada and Korean sub makes
unprecedented journey to Canada with key defense deal on the line
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Overseas
‘No dispute about it’: Beijing defends construction on Paracel Islands in South China
Sea with Antelope Reef could now be the largest island in the South China Sea

Global Arms Exports - Trends, Winners & losers of the Race to Rearm in 2025

Royal Canadian Navy International Outlook, 20 March-1 April, 2026

Canada: “Ottawa spending $1.4-billion to ramp up domestic ammunition production

capacity”
“LNG Canada sharply boosts exports to Asia as global supplies tighten”

Russia / Ukraine: “Key Russian Oil Terminal Hit Again By Drones; Zelenskyy Threatens
More Strikes On Russia Facilities”
Iran / United States: “Thousands of U.S. marines arrive in Middle East as Yemen’s Houthis

join war against Israel”

Cuba / Russia: “Russian Oil Tanker Arrives Off Cuba Despite U.S. Ordered Embargo”

United Kingdom / Russia: “UK armed forces authorised to board Russian tankers in British
waters”

Veterans Affair Canada Salute! March 2026 is available at:
https://veterans.gc.ca/en/news-and-media/salute/march-2026

Tidings: Stories from Canada’s Oceans Protection Plan Newsletter March 2026 is
available at:
https://veterans.gc.ca/en/news-and-media/salute/march-2026

I SAC Notes

Issues to Watch

Hungarian elections will be held on 12 April 2026.

If polling holds, Fidesz, the party of Victor Orban will lose after ten years in power. His
main rival is Peter Magyar of Tisza party a centre of right political party which is pro-
European. Orban and his foreign minister have been instrumental in blocking the EU’s 90 B
USD loan to Ukraine. It has been reported that the foreign Minister had been briefing Sergei
Lavrov on details of European discussions surrounding Ukraine with the permission of
Orban.
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The US-Iran-Israel War has taken on the appearance of a war of attrition.

Iran will use asymmetrical warfare techniques. Although one suspects the Israelis do have a
very deliberate program that is designed to eliminate or disable the proxies of Hamas,
Hezbollah and the Houthis and create conditions to eliminate the country that has financed,
planned and conducted major operations against Israel for 47 years. The US reasoning,
planning and conduct I think was best described b y the Economist as “Blind Fury.” It
simply lacks any coherence starting at the top. The potential for disaster is there.

Russia-Ukraine is undergoing a serious change with Ukraine gaining ascendency with
that country recovering nearly 500 square kilometres of occupied land.

Russia’s economy is deteriorating fast despite Trump’s decision to drop US sanctions on
Russian oil for 30 days allowing that corrupt regime to temporarily gain access to badly
needed financial support. Ukraine anticipated this by destroying or disabling two major
shipping terminals. This eliminated 40% of Russia’s ability to ship the oil. It has essentially
eliminated any benefits received by the US sanctions relief.

South China Seas are an ongoing problem with China using its vastly larger naval forces to
impose itself on the legal territory of other nations. This is not going to improve in the near
term.

O Canada

Col Jeremy Hansen should be heading to the Moon shortly as a Canadian first on the
Artemis II mission. RUSI NS wishes Col Hansen the very best on this historic event and
wish him the very best, He recorded a special thanks to Canadians which is found at

link: https://spaceq.ca/jeremy-hanson-thanks-canadian-in-video-prior-to-historic-launch-to-
the-moon/

Canada has apparently achieved the NATO 2014 goal of spending 2 % of GDP on defence.
While this is good news, it also spotlights the great neglect of defence and security issues.
Most is simply fixing long overdue maintenance. Still improved and modernized
infrastructure on bases and personnel issues is a major step forward.

One has to remember that in the late 1950s, Canada spent 8% of GDP on defence. While not
advocating such a level of expenditure, it does show we used to do far more in the alliance
than slightly over 1 % that Canada became used to in recent years. A more balanced
approach is necessary. Canadian fighter pilots should not be flying an aircraft older than they
are and are a detriment to Canadian sovereignty.

The F 35A is a proven platform especially after the initial stages of the War with Iran. The
aircraft performed well whether US or Israeli pilots. Canada has contracted 16 aircraft and
the material for 14 more for a potential fleet of 30 aircraft. Canada has contracted the
upgrades to the two major fighter bases to house and maintain the F 35 fleet. The total
aircraft buy was for 88 aircraft based on pre-war requirements. Is it still a viable number.
Ther answer is no. It is barely able to do the basic air defence task not NATO tasks. This
needs to be looked at with fresh eyes.

The PM announced major infrastructure initiatives on 26 March 2026 as well as announcing
the achievement of the NATO 2% target in Halifax in HMCS Margaret Brook. It was good
news and paves the way to take on new ships and aircraft. The article, “Prime Minister
Carney announces $2-billion-plus increase in military spending in Nova Scotia” Author of
the article: Willy Palov on 26 march 2026 at link: https://www.saltwire.com/nova-
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scotia/halifax/prime-minister-carney-announces-2-billion-plus-increase-in-military-
spending-in-nova-scotia

The only issue that really a “fly in the ointment” is that the Canadian Government has not
specified what they want the armed forces to be able to do. There are some indications that
they want the ability to operate in the Indo-Pacific, the Arctic and in Europe. The issue is
what does the Government want to achieve in each theatre? This is not easy, but it is
necessary. The main role of the armed forces is to provide deterrence and if that fails, the
ability to utilize lethal force effectively to eliminate the adversary in conjunction with allies.
This being said, it also means that our allies may ask for our assistance in areas that we have
not specified. Do we leave our allies, or do we want to assist in a meaningful way? We need
to maintain some “extra” capacity to help. This needs more thought and develop a plan to
acquire the necessary resources.

Foreign interference requires and great deal of extra effort. This needs a great deal of
information, planning, and resources to meet the requirement.

The Canadian Government Finance Department has been instrumental in the development of
this program. The announcement is found at this link. “Canada hosts partners to advance
establishment of the Defence, Security and Resilience Bank at link:
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2026/ 03/canada-hosts-partners-to-
advance-establishment-of-the-defence-security-and-resilience-bank.html

Australia
https://www.australiandefence.com.au/news/news/austal-unveils-vantage-class-optionally-
crewed-vessels.

What do you think about this Aus idea?

Note: A simple, robust design that is easily built by untrained shipwrights. It has to have the
option of having a small crew would be ideal. The critical piece is to determine what we
expect to achieve with these vessels are they multi-role, single purpose, and how
sophisticated.

Strangely for us, we seem to be headed in a slightly different direction; that of underwater
capability but autonomous. Still, it is interesting what is being developed at COVE and
NATO Diana.

We know the North will be difficult to man adequately so UUVs are a vital component.
Still optionally crewed vessels are of interest as well including types of surface drones
similar to the Ukrainian Magura class. We call it the Hammerhead. It has been tested with a
variety of systems. The Hammerhead was originally designed as a surface target for the
frigates Things are occurring, just not in the open.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/orcas-killer-whales-ramming-boats-
spain-cultural-behavior?

All of the above will reveal that Orcas are on the warpath!

RUSI NS Note:

Nature will always find a way to deal with human “invasions” of its territory.
https://aspi.cmail20.com/t/j-e-ydikdjz-vkjdkdlruy-r/

Publication Alert: The EU-Australia security and defence agreement: Not a pact but a
partnership
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United States

The US is having the equivalent of a mental breakdown. Few of the decisions of the current
administration have been in the best interests of the majority of citizens of the country. The
aspects of affordability have been ignored, income divide has increased with the rich
becoming grossly richer at the expense of the middle and lower class, As a country, in may
ways, it has returned to a third world country where infant and maternal health has
deteriorated. Roads and infrastructure are also taking second place to the apparent
enrichment of the very rich.

The Epstein files have continued to “dog” the Trump Administration. There are suggestions
that the current conflict with Iran is a way to offset public interest in these files and other
incidents of gross corruption by the Trump regime. The Deputy Attorney General has made
no excuses for his attacks on those who investigated Donald Trump, who is already a
convicted felon.

The war itself has gone badly although it started off well. Iran has seized the initiative
although they have taken severe casualties within the leadership. Israel seems to have a well-
developed plan designed to continue to devastate Iranian leadership; layer by layer. The US
choose to have a vast number of targets lists of facilities, infrastructure, communications
hubs, military targets but it seemed an inadequate approach and one that is liable to cause
anti-American sentiment in a population well prepared for change. Again, poor planning,
preparation and execution have produced a less than useful outcome.

In a very short time the actions of the US have created a worldwide problem, politically,
financially, economically and militarily. Allies were rejected at first then the Trump
administration demanded European and other allied support. The Trump administration has
proven itself grossly incompetent in every sense of the word. It will take decades to sort this
mess out.

Moldova

Talks between Chisinau and Transnistria are continuing, so far the talks have not led to any
breakthrough between Moldova and the breakaway region. As Russia is no longer providing
gas to Transnistria, its economy is continuing to lag. As mentioned, 86% of its trade is
already angled towards the EU countries. It is expected that Transnistria may reach a
breaking point this year as their economy continues to deteriorate.

Transnistria has the remnants of the 14™ Combined Arms Army, which used to be four
divisions plus Army level troops with the task of taking on European troops from the
Moldovan Soviet Socialist Republic. It would have been close to 80 k if it was fully manned.
Now there are approximately 1.2 to 1.5 k troops with approximately 6 k local forces. It does
have a major ammunition and storage depot, however all the ammunition and equipment is
of the Soviet era. This site has not been properly maintained, and vehicles and ammunition
are likely in a poor state. Even the “Russian” troops are more than likely local men. Their
real purpose was to support the overall Russian attack through Ukraine and into Moldova if
the Russians attacked. This did not happen. What won the separation of Transnistria in 1991-
2 is no longer the forces that are there and available now.

Moldova with EU support has been able to stop a significant amount of Russian propaganda
throughout Moldova. The EU has shown to Moldova a general willingness to support
Moldova’s entrance into the EU as well. Moldova’s economy continues to grow trade with
the EU. There have also been tremendous efforts to combat corruption within the country. It
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is increasingly clear that Moldova has far more to gain with the EU vice Russia. The
leadership of Transnistria also realize this and have also prevented Russian interference in
the current negotiations despite the lack of immediate success. It appears that Moldova’s
outlook in the long term is with the West and the EU.

Georgia

Georgia received a less than stellar report from the NATO General Secretary for 2025, in a
report released on 26 March 2026. The report states that NATO-Georgia elements were
reprioritized after the 2024 election. The report also expressed concern about Georgia’s
democratic trajectory and expressing that it was hoped that Georgia would take on a more
pro-EU, European outlook according to the report. The article is found at link: Georgia in
NATO Secretary General’s 2025 Report https://civil.ge/archives/727555. There are major
concerns about the current Georgian Government’s approach towards democracy and
freedom.

Belarus

The self-appointed President of Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko has signed a friendship
treaty with North Korea on 26 March 2026. What this actually means is anyone’s guess.
Lukashenko presented Kim Jong Un a Belarus made Kalashnikov assault rifle as a gift
commemorating the event.

Belarus still maintains about 1.2 to 1.5 k political prisoners within the prison system. The US
has managed to have some released but Belarus rounds up a similar or greater number to
refill the system. Despite this the Trump Administration has indicated that the “last dictator
in Europe” might be invited to the White House in the near future. Given Lukashenko’s past
and present actions many Europeans and other Western countries do not see why the Trump
administration see the benefit to rewarding a very difficult and anti-democratic ‘strongman.’
No date has been set as yet; this seems a pointless act.

Iran-Israel-US War

The war has lasted over a month and has steadily descended into a war of attrition. Poor
planning allowed the Iranians to keep control of the Straits of Hormuz. The US had left the
very obvious chokepoint unguarded the Iranians have gained total control by the use of
mines, miniature submarines, drones, cruise missiles, motorboats and other unmanned craft.
On top of that, the US also failed to have mine warfare craft and other suitable counter
measures in place. It speaks to poor planning and preparation.

Iran has also received combat support from the Russian Federation which is now providing
intelligence, satellite reconnaissance and targeting against US and allied assets. Recently, the
re were attacks on the Prince Sultan Air Base in Saudi Arabia. It resulted in the loss of a E-
3G AWAC:s aircraft one of only sixteen in the current US inventory. Other losses were to the
venerable Stratotanker fleet which seem to lose up to three to six destroyed or damaged in
the event on top of the loss of two others in a mid-air collision, with one badly damaged and
the other lost with its full crew of six. Thus far 13 US servicemen have been killed by enemy
action, and it is estimated that up to 140 have been injured.

Israel is fighting on two fronts. The first is the ongoing air attacks on Iran. The second and
more problematic, is the ground and air assault on Hezbollah targets in Lebanon. According
to the Jerusalem Post, Israel has carried out more than 800 air combat missions against Iran
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to date. There is little indication they will soon stop these actions. Iran and proxies continue
to fire missiles into Israel including cluster ammunition resulting in fourteen civilian
casualties on 31 March 2026.

Israel has been more secretive about the ongoing operations. Some observers have suggested
that Israel will continue to occupy areas up to the Litani River in Southern Lebanon. Air
attacks have been conducted throughout Southern Lebanon as well as Southern and Central
Beirut. Four Israelis have been killed in recent operations in Lebanon. Hezbollah continues
to fire rockets into Northern Israel. Lebanese deaths have been significant but as yet there is
no breakdown as to Hezbollah to Lebanese civilian deaths. Three Indonesian soldiers within
UNIFIL were killed in two separate incidents with several others wounded allegedly by
Israeli fire.

The Iranian Ambassador has refused to leave Lebanon and continues to provide support and
direction to Hezbollah. He also attacked the Lebanese Government as illegitimate. This is
not a good indication that this part of the conflict will end soon.

As a general comment, the war instigated by Donald trump and Benyamin Netanyahu have
been a bad idea. The more cynical observers have stated that the war is an effort to avoid the
results of their alleged corruption. In both cases they have been convicted of very real
crimes. Whatever one’s point of view, the globe is in for a very rough period both in the
form of conflict and economically. This will destroy real wealth and create economic chaos
which will last years. The need for the West, less the US at present has to provide a source of
stability for others to count on when the chips are down.

The Russia-Ukraine War

The war continues into its fifth year. Russia is losing and losing badly. Although Russia had
overwhelming power at the start, they never were able to use this power, in a coordinated
fashion. Later the issue became the loss of the well-trained troops which were expended in
ill-executed attacks against a very determined well-led Ukrainian armed forces. Long term
corruption within the regime meant the equipment wasn’t ready or worse was never
produced. The best example was the first winter when the Russian Army had very little
winter kit for the troops despite paying for over 400 k sets; it was never produced and never
provided.

This year it is different. Russia’s economy is nearly bankrupt. Of Russia 89 political entities
more than 70 are in a de facto default position with little hope of support from the central
government which is spending even greater amounts on fighting the war and not on Russia’s
well-being. It is noticed by even hardcore war Vloggers who are increasingly aiming their
comments against the execution of the war and in some cases now against the direction from
the top.

Ukraine has taken years to plan and prepare an ongoing series of drone, missile and sabotage
operations within Russia and the occupied territories. Initially it started as tactical targets
such as bridges, command posts, ammunition depots, repair shops barracks but increasingly
that changed to the destruction of the strategic infrastructure such as key industries
supporting the Russian effort in particular the oil and gas industry and more recently the
infrastructure necessary to move the oil and gas to its customers including shipping terminals
and the “shadow fleet” of tankers taking the product to customers.

Recently, the US dropped Russian sanctions on oil and gas to allow for Russian oil and gas
to be sold once again and to empty Russian tankers of the inventory currently at
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sea. Ukraine attacked the two largest Russian terminals destroying or damaging 40 % of
Russia’s capacity to load ships. Ukraine has also ramped up the attacks on Shadow fleet
ships as well. Russia will be left with empty tankers and only a limited capacity to reload
them thus further cutting their oil revenues.

Ukraine has adapted to the current situation, developing its own capacities to attack Russia at
its very foundation. Russia has continued its terror attacks with little to show for it.
Tactically, Russia is making small gains in the North at a horrific cost in manpower,
equipment and resources. Ukraine has shown increased capability to attack and take back
ground in the South and eliminating the capacity of Russia to reinforce or counterattack, thus
Ukraine has recaptured nearly 450 km2 in three months, more than the Russians have taken
from them in the same period. Russian losses have been staggering with 89 k lost in the same
period. Worse, Russia has only been able to recruit 80 k. Russian authorities will have to
make painful decisions shortly, whether to increase the effort and face economic collapse or
to end the war and rebuild. Its time is running out.

China

China is Canada’s second largest trading partner. Trade has always been a key part of that
relationship, but the trade is unequal and heavily slanted in China’s favour. In recent years,
there has been a general freezing of the trade relationship as tariffs and counter-tariffs were
imposed in the relationship. Since the election of the new Liberal Government there has been
a slight thaw in the relationship. This week, Canada’s Finance Minister, Francois Phillippe
Champagne, will be spending a week seeking further trade possibilities. China is delighted.
Canada has had a love-hate relationship with the Communist giant. There have been certain
groups within Canada that seem oblivious to China’s criminal activities despite comments
from senior Canadian leadership including the current Prime Minister. There seems to be a
reluctance to discuss very real issues such as forced labour, interference in Canadian politics,
human rights issues, attacks on Canadian allies such as the Philippines and Japan, illegal
claims on the territory of other countries, amongst others.

The problem in Canada is real; CSIS confirmed Chinese interference in several elections.
Although none of this interference changed the result of these elections there is doubt
whether the candidate selected in several ridings was not tainted by this interference. China
has an unusually huge staff at its Embassy and Consulates across our country. The total
strength is only slightly smaller than the Chinese Embassy in the US. Despite our
knowledge of these issues, Canada still has had a hands off approach, even the foreign agent
registry is slow to get moving as an example.

China relies on elite capture, friendly academics, educational institutions, Chinese language
press various pro-Chinese associations often funded by the Chinese propaganda arm, the
United Front. China is an adversary that has sought to move English language countries
away from the US. Conditions have never been better for this to occur.

As pointed out by Vina Nadjibullah on CBC, Canada has to be wary and walk a fine balance
between our principles and trade. She also mentioned the need to be pragmatic, aware of
defence issues, our values and our foreign policy. The current situation between Canada and
the US also plays a part especially in light of upcoming CUSMA discussions and
negotiations. Pragmatism will be essential.

It is good to remember; China is an authoritarian state. It is one of four countries that have
been highly disruptive. This group of four include North Korea, Iran. Russia and China
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itself. China continues to occupy Tibet and East Turkestan since 1950. It has designs and has
acted against virtually all its neighbours whether in-land with India, Nepal or Bhutan or in
the West Philippine Sea against Japan, Taiwan or the Philippines. It is a highly aggressive
country which is self-absorbed. Its idea of win-win is both wins are China’s. Canada must
consider each action or agreement with China will ultimately be interpreted by China as it
sees fit. Ask canola farmers, Maritime lobster men, or pork or beef producers all of whom
have run foul of Chinese economic warfare. Canada should be not only balanced in its
approach but also extremely way.

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS)
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-
leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html
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