Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia Dispatches
17 April 2026

The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the study,
promotion and debate on defence, security, and safety issues.

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media by the
Institute. Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches but may be
unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada.

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in Dispatches.
Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.
Email to RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.

Comments to articles can be from members or non-members of RUSI(NS). Any comment in
Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author and does not necessarily represent the views of the
Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other
government department, the Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or
other agency.

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), please
inform RUSI(NS). Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting RUSI(NS).

LAST WEEK IN CANADIAN HISTORY

e On 4 April 1949, Canada signed the Washington Treaty with Belgium, the U.K.,
Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, and
the U.S.; and become a founding member of North Atlantic Treaty Organization; NATO
members pledge to defend each other in event of Soviet attack. NATO is Canada's first
peacetime military alliance.

e On 5 April 1958, Ripple Rock, an underwater mountain within Seymour Narrows near
Campbell River, blown up with 1.2 tons of Nitramex, one of the world's largest non-
nuclear explosions to date. It sunk or damaged 119 vessels and caused the death of over
100 people.

The next issue will be on 1 May 2026.
Other editorial comments as desired.
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Quick links:
Events
Publications
@RUSI_NS on X
Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook
Other Sources
Odds and Sods
SAC Notes

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook
accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com. Preferably, send the material ready to post. We
are still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them
active.

Writing for RUSI(NS)

The content of Dispatches and other RUSI(NS)
channels is representative of the submissions
by RUSI(NS) members. If you want more
published about certain fields and topics, you
are encouraged to submit material to
RUSIDispatches@gmail.com and
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. The public face
of RUSI(NS) is what we, the membership,
makes it.

Articles of Association of the Royal United Services
Institute of Nova Scotia

At our Annual General Meeting 12 March 2026, the Institute's Articles
were amended to change the process for proposing and seconding of
candidates to the Institute. The amended Articles, Revision 6 Amendment
3, are available to members on request to RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.
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Events

To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. RUSI(NS) events are by
invitation. If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice. Email
RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring.

RUSI (NS) Events:

May-June 2026 Schedule:

May - Col. Tarra Willis, Comd 12 Wing, Future of Maritime Air, hybrid, in-person and
virtual, Shearwater Aviation Museum.
June - Mr. Harvey Vardy, Director Intervention Response Atlantic Director, in-person only,
at 50 Discovery Dr, Dartmouth, 18 June 2026.
- Summer Meet and Greet, RA Park, 25 June 2026

Other Events:

New 29-30 April 2026, Thursday: Maritime Defence and Security Symposium and BOA
Gala, the Halifax Hotel, Halifax

The event is co-hosted by NAC and the Canadian Maritime Security Network. The symposium
theme is “Canada in Alliance: Maritime Security in a Changing World” & Battle of the Atlantic
(BOA) Gala, the Halifax Hotel, Halifax. The symposium will be co-hosted by NAC and the
Canadian Maritime Security Network.

New 2 May 2026, Saturday: Jane’s Walk - York Redoubt, Halifax, 11:00 am

Tom Tulloch, MSM CD FRIN Capt (N) RCN (ret’d), will be conducting a guided tour of York
Redoubt as part of the annual Jane’s Walks program that weekend. Details regarding the walk
will be published on the Jane’s Walk website (https://www.janeswalkhalifax.com/) along with
information about the other walks being offered.

Essentially the tour will be conducted in two parts: first, taking about an hour, will involve a
tour of the fort itself; while the second, talking about an hour and a half, will be a bit more
physically strenuous and will involve descending 150 feet down the slope to visit the York
Shore Battery at sea level, and back. Participants can choose to do the whole tour or if they
wish or just the first part. Sturdy walking shoes or boots are a must.

This will be a wonderful opportunity to learn about one of the most significant sites that formed
Fortress Halifax, evolving from a small smooth-bore cannon emplacement in the last decade of
the 18th century, through a powerful Victorian-era gun battery to being the lynchpin of the
port’s defences in the Second World War. It will include interesting locations underground that
are hidden from site, and so visitors may wish to bring a flashlight.
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New 1 June 2026, Monday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation
“Five Wargames Every Force Design Process Needs.” 6-7:30 pm ET, online.

For more information and to register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/five-wargames-every-force-
design-process-needs-tickets-1986853899498

Wargaming Events: Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule:
https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents

I Publications I

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest
edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To readers
of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated.

Weekly:

Naval Association of Canada

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members
News

Bi-weekly:
Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch

Monthly:

Canadian Gunner News

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions
Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt
Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter
Veterans Affairs Canada Salute!

Quarterly:
Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter
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@RUSI_NS on X
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca.

To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS).

Canadian Joint Operations Command
@CJOC_COIC 14 Apr posted:

Op BOXTOP is underway! @RCAF_ ARC personnel
and NATO Allies are conducting strategic airlift
operations to resupply Canadian Forces Station Alert. In
extreme cold and austere Arctic conditions, we remain
ready in the High North.

RUSI(NS) quoted: ; S
Operation BOXTOP = @CanadianForces @RCAF_ARC semi- -annual airlift mission to supply
@CanadianForces Station Alert, northeast tip of Ellesmere Island, Nunavut, 817 km from
North Pole https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-

defence/services/operations/military-operations/current-operations/operation-
boxtop.html #OpBOXTOP #AirPower

Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster 14 Apr
posted: o~
Coast guard to test new drone in the Arctic this summer o

as RCAF continues to wait for its fleet. #cdnpoli #drones M
#Arctic
(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/drones-arctic-coast-
guard-rcaf-technology-surveillance-9.7162269)

RUSI(NS) quoted:

@CoastGuardCAN will trial former @ Transport gc Hermes Starliner uncrewed aerial vehicle
#UAYV #drone in #Arctic 2026. Fly in known icing conditions, then develop tech & procedures
to collect/share info with @NationalDefence & @CanadianForces

Murray Brewster @Murray_ Brewster 10 Apr posted
and RUSI(NS) reposted:

Saab dangles sovereign data centre in Montreal to
undercut F-35 fighter contract #cdnpoli #F35 #fighters
#data i
(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/saab-lockheed-martin-
fighters-data-defence-9.7157673) =
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RCI-EyeOnTheArctic @eyeonthearctic 8 Apr posted
and RUSI(NS) reposted:

Department of National #Defence says it’s modernizing
defence capabilities #North of 60. When retired colonel
Pierre LeBlanc looks at Canada’s state of defence, one
emotion erupts: frustration.

Via @CBCNews https://rcinet.ca/eye-on-the-
arctic/2026/04/08/defence-experts-warn-canada-lags-far-
behind-in-efforts-to-secure-the-arctic/

NOAH @NoahGairn 8 Apr posted:

Transport Canada has provided me some photos of the
formerly TC, now CCG Hermes Starliner and boy is she
absolutely stunning!

RUSI(NS) quoted: 3
Transfer of @Transport_gc Aircraft Services Directorate ‘ /
to @CoastGuardCAN includes TC's Starliner. #drone
ops now has authority to collect information to share (w/ §

right links) w/ @NationalDefence & CANI*J
security agencies.

Additional information:
First look at the new (kinda) Coast Guard Hermes Starliner
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/first-look-at-the-newkinda-coast

National Post @nationalpost 15 Apr posted:

Coast Guard planning Arctic surveillance flights in Canada's north with Israeli-made

drone https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/coast-guard-planning-arctic-surveillance-flights-
in-canadas-north-with-israeli-made-drone

RUSI(NS) quoted:
@CoastGuardCAN will fly former @Transport gc Hermes Starliner uncrewed aerial vehicle
#UAYV #drone in #Arctic 2026

Murray Brewster @Murray_ Brewster 8 Apr posted
and RUSI(NS) reposted:

As drones upend tank warfare, Canada's army races to
rethink its armour #cdnpoli #RussiaUkrainewar #tanks
#drones
(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/tanks-drones-canada-
army-9.7155312)
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David Pugliese @davidpugliese 7 Apr posted

and RUSI(NS) reposted:

New military drones will have 'limited' capabilities at
first. Canada's first MQ-9 Reaper drones will "not be
carrying weapons" initially, according to internal
documents.
https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-
watch/new-military-drones-limited-

capabilities via@ottawacitizen

NATO Association of Canada @NATOCanada 5 Apr
posted and RUSI(NS) reposted:

As Ottawa weighs its next submarine fleet, the stakes
extend far beyond procurement. Tasneem G. argues that
South Korea’s KSS-III could help Canada restore its
undersea capabilities, strengthen its Indo-Pacific posture, ==
and improve its defence relationship with Seoul. :

(Not Just a Submarine: South Korea’s Bid and Canada’s Indo-Pacific Strategy
https://natoassociation.ca/title-not-just-a-submarine-south-koreas-bid-and-canadas-indo-
pacific-strategy/)

The War Zone @thewarzonewire 5 Apr posted:
F-15E Weapon Systems Officer Shot Down Over Iran
Has Been Rescued.

The airman was rescued by U.S. special operations
forces reportedly after a fierce firefight that was the
culmination of a massive high-risk search operation.
(F-15E Weapon Systems Officer Shot Down Over Iran

Has Been Rescued (Updated)https://www.twz.com/news-features/f-15e-weapon-systems-
officer-shot-down-over-iran-has-been-rescued)

RUSI(NS) quoted: Combat search & rescue #CSAR 1is exquisite capability which many

#NATO countries including cani*l depend upon US=to provide. #Airpower is unified &
best when allies collaborate together.
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Canadian Coast Guard @CoastGuardCAN Apr 1
posted and RUSI(NS) reposted:

Big news: we’re joining forces! M e are welcoming
@Transport_gc’s Aircraft Services team to ours—
bringing air and marine expertise together in one place.
The same essential services continue, now even stronger.

(T Canadi

Learn more: https://canada.ca/en/canadian-coast-guard/news/2026/03/canadian-coast-guard-
welcomes-aviation-services-to-defence-team.html

(Canadian Coast Guard welcomes aviation services to Defence Team)

Noah Note: https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/canadian-coast-guard-welcomes-
aviation

Foreign Policy CAN @CanadaFP 27 Mar posted:
Russia uses shadow fleet vessels to bypass sanctions
restrictions and transport sanctioned goods and
commodities, including Russian oil. The profits help
fund Russia’s war machine. That’s why Canada is
sanctioning 100 more of these vessels. Learn

more: https://canada.ca/en/global-
affairs/news/2026/03/minister-anand-announces-
additional-sanctions-against-russia.html

RUSI(NS) quoted: CANI*lis member of Shadow Fleet
Task Force, international cooperation with aim “to further disrupt and deter the global shadow
fleet engaged in illegal, unsafe or environmentally perilous

activities” https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2025/10/joint-statement-shadow-
fleet-task-force.html

Motor Vessel ASTERIX, replenishment oiler leased
to @RoyalCanNavy, shows utility of support ships for
CANMlinternat’] relations, especially distant/long
endurance missions https://www.cpf.navy.mil/Photo-
Gallery/igphoto/2003905809/ @NationalDefence should
retain AST after 2 new Protecteur-class oilers in service

(USS Fitzgerald conducts replenishment-at-sea with
Royal Canadian Navy support ship in Tasman Sea)
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“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at
https://RUSI-NS.ca.

To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.

Canadian Rangers arrive in Gjoa Haven after power
outage triggers local emergency
https://nunatsiaq.com/stories/article/canadian-rangers-
arrive-in-gjoa-haven-after-power-outage-triggers-local-
emergency/

Canadian Rangers have become quite the emergency
response team for the Canadian government.

(UK) Navy barred from boarding Russian ships
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2026/04/09/navy-
barred-from-boarding-russian-ships/

:»""#g"lw

“...the Attorney General, has given legal advice about
how the ships could be tackled in British territorial
waters to prevent the flow of sanctioned oil to Russia’s
allies.

Under his advice, ships can be boarded by special forces and officers from the National Crime
Agency (NCA), but no such operations have taken place because of concerns about breaching
international maritime law, which sets a high legal bar for a state to board a foreign vessel.”

It would be fascinating to have insights into that legal advice, or a Canadian version thereof,
and learn what is possible and who would be involved in Canadian boardings.

As the US Navy just demonstrated, war at sea is global
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/as-the-us-navy-just-
demonstrated-war-at-sea-is-global/

“... anavy built around a handful of exquisite ships and
submarines is not structured for sustained attrition in a
conflict that will not remain neatly contained.” e e
The article has “Australia can learn three things from this” but, really, others like Canada can
learn, too:

1. fleet depth matters.

2. industrial and repair capacity becomes decisive.

3. training systems must assume losses.
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Canada is Not Ready for the Security Threats It
Faces
https://opencanada.org/canada-is-not-ready-for-the-
security-threats-it-faces/

“...the responsibility of the Canadian government to
transparently respond to the security concerns of
Canadians has never been greater. The idea of military readiness is a useful framework
through which the government can structure this response.”

Ukraine to Deploy New Long-Range Naval Drones
for Open-Sea Operations with UK Support
https://www.armyrecognition.com/news/navy-
news/2026/ukraine-to-deploy-new-long-range-naval-
drones-for-open-sea-operations-with-uk-support

“...Ukrainian maritime drones did not merely destroy
platforms; they changed sea control into sea denial...”

“An ocean-capable Ukrainian drone force would deepen that pressure by threatening a broader
maritime battlespace and by proving that Russia’s naval advantages can be eroded not only
near Crimea but across open water where endurance, not just speed, decides reach.”

“Ukraine is extending its naval drone range, but also attempting to turn battlefield necessity
into a new model of naval power.”

There are other signs that developments of ocean-going surface and underwater drones
(sloops? chariots? to use UK nomenclature) are changing the character of blue-water naval
operations. When concepts like 'sea control' and 'sea denial' become part of the conversation,
then those developments are having strategic effect and have to become part of strategic
considerations.

Belgium Launches Legal Action Against Russian
'Shadow Fleet' Tanker in Major Seizure Operation
https://112.ua/en/belgia-porusila-spravu-proti-tankera-
rosijskogo-tinovogo-flotu-detali-operacii-152024

“The operation (seizure of Russian shadow fleet tanker
ETERA) was conducted under the framework of the
International Shadow Fleet Task Force...”

Canada is part of the International Shadow Fleet Task Force

(“Joint statement: Shadow Fleet Task Force” https://www.canada.ca/en/global-
affairs/news/2025/10/joint-statement-shadow-fleet-task-force.html) though we don't hear much
of that. One can hope that Canadian defence and security organizations are planning,
wargaming and exercising the capabilities to do a seizure operation.
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Asymmetry Rising: How Autonomous Systems
Enforce Sea Denial
https://cimsec.org/asymmetry-rising-how-autonomous-
systems-enforce-sea-denial-on-high-value-targets/

Note the concept “Interceptor Trap”

— “Defenders are compelled to expend scarce,
high-value interceptors against targets that may

cost only tens of thousands of dollars. The imbalance
is not merely financial. Missile magazines cannot be replenished at sea, and once depleted, a
ship must withdraw to reload. By contrast, an adversary can scale production of simple
autonomous systems far more rapidly and with fewer constraints.”

“The decisive question is shifting away from who fields the most impressive platforms, and
toward who can most effectively deny the use of contested maritime spaces. In that
environment, low-cost autonomous systems are not force multipliers; they are force limiters,
capable of eroding the operational freedom of even the most advanced navies.”

The term ‘force limiters’ is now one to consider when thinking about warfare and denial
operations.

I Other Sources I

#airpower

The Pentagon claims ‘we control the sky’ over Iran. Experts say the air war isn’t that simple.
Terminology versus reality: https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2026/04/pentagon-claims-
we-control-sky-over-iran-experts-say-air-war-isnt-simple/412741/

The number of bombs dropped and targets struck is not a measure of success. Or contribution
to strategy.

#airpower #air warfare #drones

Airpower’s reckoning: Lessons that we don't want to learn from Ukraine, Sindoor and Iran
confrontations
https://www.theweek.in/news/defence/2026/04/05/airpowers-reckoning-lessons-that-we-dont-
want-to-learn-from-ukraine-sindoor-and-iran-confrontations.html

“When the Pakistan Air Force engaged Indian formations in contested airspace, decisive
effects came not from close-in dogfights but from standoff fires. BrahMos and other long-
range systems delivered the damage while pilots remained well behind contested thresholds
and within our borders.” “...nations that can mobilise industrial ecosystems—factories, supply
chains, software pipelines, and logistics—will hold the initiative. Hardware matters, but
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software and production scale matter more. The future battlefield will reward those who can
sustain tempo, absorb losses, and iterate quickly.”

#airpower #drones #Royal Canadian Air Force

Germany’s About to Learn Why Australia Took a Bet on the Ghost Bat
https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/germanys-about-to-learn-why-australia

“A collaborative combat aircraft, or CCA, is an uncrewed aircraft specifically designed to
work alongside manned fighters.”

Might we see CCA in the RCAF in the not-too-distant future?

#airpower #US-Iran War

US Air Warfare Doctrine to Evaluate the Campaign on Iran
https://understandingwar.org/research/middle-east/applying-us-air-warfare-theory-and-
doctrine-to-evaluate-the-campaign-against-iran-part-1/

#Arctic
Arctic Fever: Canada’s Ambitions in the North
https://opencanada.org/arctic-fever-canadas-ambitions-in-the-north/

#China
New Five-Year Plan Could Boost PLA Combat Power
https://jamestown.org/new-five-year-plan-could-boost-pla-combat-power/

#China #warfare

Lessons-learned with Chinese Characteristics: Understanding the Limits of PLA Efforts to
Adapt to Contemporary Warfare
https://understandingwar.org/research/china-taiwan/lessons-learned-with-chinese-
characteristics-understanding-the-limits-of-pla-efforts-to-adapt-to-contemporary-warfare/

Cyber Intelligence

China-Linked TA416 Targets European Governments with PlugX and OAuth-Based Phishing
https://thehackernews.com/2026/04/china-linked-ta416-targets-
european.html? _m=3n%2e009a%2e3945%2exi0ao0b2aq%2e2zsd

China-Linked Storm-1175 Exploits Zero-Days to Rapidly Deploy Medusa Ransomware
https://thehackernews.com/2026/04/china-linked-storm-1175-exploits-
zero.html? m=3n%2e0092%2e3947%?2exi0ao0b2aq%2e2zvn

Also

Medusa Ransomware Fast to Exploit Vulnerabilities, Breached Systems
https://www.securityweek.com/medusa-ransomware-fast-to-exploit-vulnerabilities-breached-
systems/

#cyber operations
Following the Digital Snail’s Trail: The Short History of Canadian Armed Forces Cyber
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Operations

https://www.cgai.ca/th_pp_following_the digital snail s trail the short history of canadian_

armed forces cyber operations

#defence industry
The Defence We Can No Longer Defer: Inside Canada’s Defence Industrial Strategy
https://opencanada.org/the-defence-we-can-no-longer-defer-inside-canadas-defence-
industrial-strategy/

#defence industry

The Struggles of the SME, Polar-Classes and other random thoughts
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/the-struggles-of-the-sme-polar-classes

There have been a slew of news releases as industry/cities-town/academic institutions/etc.,
make announcements about teaming for defence/dual-use purposes (“hitching on to the
defence funding gravy train?”).

#defence industry #drones

We Shipped What We Had
https://hollymathnerd.substack.com/p/we-shipped-what-we-had

“Which means the only path to drone dominance runs through a domestic industrial base
capable of producing drones at volume, at low cost, with rapid iteration.”

#defence policy #Australia

Australian 2026 National Defence Strategy and 2026 Integrated Investment Program
https://www.defence.gov.au/about/strategic-planning/2026-national-defence-strategy-2026-
integrated-investment-program

Articles:

'New nuclear arms race': Marles says Australia faces most threatening

climate since WWII
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/australias-record-military-spending/4tgojbnSa

National Defence Strategy 2026: What’s in, what’s out and where to from here?
https://www.defenceconnect.com.au/geopolitics-and-policy/18016-national-defence-strategy-

2026-whats-in-whats-out-and-where-to-from-here

Analysis:

More Ambition, Same Architecture: Australia's 2026 National Defence Strategy
https://mickryan.substack.com/p/more-ambition-same-architecture-australias
(MGen Mick Ryan is an Australian strategy expert and writer.)

#defence production

The Arsenal as the Battlefield: The War on Iran and the Return of Counter-Industrial
Targeting
https://warontherocks.com/2026/04/the-arsenal-as-the-battlefield-the-war-on-iran-and-the-
return-of-counter-industrial-targeting/
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Are Canadian defence industries prepared to act (hardening, dispersal, etc.) against counter-
industrial targeting?

#drones

DSTL Al-powered Drones Identify Explosive Ordnance
https://www.joint-forces.com/ew-and-cyber/90275-dstl-ai-powered-drones-identify-explosive-
ordnance

Cool use: “Al-powered drone technology has been successfully trialled by Defence Science
and Technology Laboratory, for the British Army, to identify landmines and explosive
ordnance.”

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War
Training Drone Operators in Wartime Ukraine: Dronarium Academy
https://ukrainesarmsmonitor.substack.com/p/training-drone-operators-in-wartime

#land warfare #Russia-Ukraine War

The Campaign Ends at the Breach: Lessons from Ukraine on Why Armies Fail
https://warontherocks.com/2026/04/the-campaign-ends-at-the-breach-lessons-from-ukraine-
on-why-armies-fail/

“The practical lesson is straightforward: treat breaching and crossing capacity as explicit
campaign variables. Wargame their loss rates, measure their redundancy, and test whether the
exploitation concept survives disruption at the breach or crossing site. If it does not, then the
plan’s culminating point may arrive far earlier than the logistics estimate suggests.”

Maritime Security

Minister Anand announces additional sanctions against Russia
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2026/03/minister-anand-announces-additional-
sanctions-against-russia.html

And hopefully there are multi-department/agency plans, training and

exercising to board sanctioned vessels.

#NATO
Trump rages, NATO endures: Why the alliance is harder to kill than it looks
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/nato-trump-iran-war-russia-9.7158 165

#NATO #US-Iran War

NATO Allies Refuse to Join U.S. Hormuz Blockade, Deepening Rift With Trump
https://gcaptain.com/nato-allies-refuse-to-join-u-s-hormuz-blockade-deepening-rift-with-
trump/

#naval warfare

MetOcean Telematics Accelerates Global Expansion of Defence Solutions
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/metocean-telematics-accelerates-global

With an operating life of over a year and capable of operating at depths of up to 1000 metres,
that's quite a sonobuoy.
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#planning

ORBAT Mapper

https://orbat-mapper.app/

“ORBAT Mapper is a web application that lets you build order of battles (ORBAT) and plot
unit locations on a map.”

#planning

Operational and Tactical Planning in the CAF
https://www.canada.ca/en/army/services/line-sight/articles/2026/04/operational-and-tactical -
planning-in-the-caf.html

Additional information in:
2019 edition of AJP-5 Allied Joint Doctrine for the Planning of Operations is available at:
https://www.coemed.org/files/stanags/01 _AJP/AJP-5 EDA V2 E 2526.pdf

#strategy

The Age of Forever Wars: Why Military Strategy No Longer Delivers Victory
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/age-forever-wars

“By preparing for protraction and reducing any potential aggressor’s confidence in being able
to wage a successful short war, defense strategists could provide another kind of deterrent:
they would be warning adversaries that any victory, even if it could be achieved, would come
with an unacceptably high cost to their military, economy, and society.”

#strategy

Britain’s world: The strategy of security in twelve geopolitical maps
https://www.geostrategy.org.uk/research/britains-world-the-strategy-of-security-in-twelve-
geopolitical-maps/

Would be interesting to read a Canadian version of this report, well written for general public
education. The seabed operations map is particularly enlightening.

#strategy
What is Strategic Rivalry? Why Should We Care?
https://warontherocks.com/2026/04/what-is-strategic-rivalry-why-should-we-care/

#strategy

The Age of Unlearning: How Democracies Lost Their Grip on Strategic Time
https://warontherocks.com/2026/04/the-age-of-unlearning-how-democracies-lost-their-grip-
on-strategic-time/

“The deeper issue is whether democracies can adapt to a world where time itself has become
contested terrain. Authoritarian systems respond to technological acceleration by centralizing
control. Democracies should take a different path, one that protects openness while rebuilding
strategic patience.”

#strategy
Iran’s Anti-Access and Area Denial Strategy Is Cruder Than China’s But Still Dangerous
https://warontherocks.com/2026/04/irans-anti-access-and-area-denial-strategy-is-cruder-than-
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chinas-but-still-dangerous/
“Iran’s strategy does not need to outlast American military capability. It needs to outlast
American political will.”

#strategy

Smart Weapons, Dumb Assumptions: Western Strategic Delusions Meet Industrial Reality in
Ukraine
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/exclusives/smart-weapons-dumb-assumptions-
western-strategic-delusions-meet-industrial-reality-in-ukraine/

Strategy Magazine posted a timely comment: “Smart weapons don’t end industrial warfare—
they just buy time before the bill is delivered. The War in Ukraine exposes the cost of Western
planning that treats production, sustainment, and time as afterthoughts rather than decisive
instruments of war.”

#strategy

The Age of Unlearning: How Democracies Lost Their Grip on Strategic Time
https://warontherocks.com/2026/04/the-age-of-unlearning-how-democracies-lost-their-grip-
on-strategic-time/

“The deeper issue is whether democracies can adapt to a world where time itself has become
contested terrain. Authoritarian systems respond to technological acceleration by centralizing
control. Democracies should take a different path, one that protects openness while rebuilding
strategic patience.”

#strategy

Strategy: Some Notes for a User’s Guide
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/strategy-some-notes-for-a-users-guide/

A topical and relevant post from 5 Apr 26: “Strategy is not simply a plan — it is a plan of
action that links what you want to achieve with how force is actually used. When that link is
missing, military action becomes force without purpose — impressive, costly, and ultimately
meaningless.”

#strategy

Strategy, War, and the Relevance of Carl von Clausewitz
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/strategy-war-and-the-relevance-of-carl-
von-clausewitz/

A timely reminder.

#Royal Canadian Navy
Royal Canadian Navy Material
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/royal-canadian-navy-graphics

#Royal Canadian Navy

CFAYV Canso — Harbour/firefighting tug to support Royal Canadian Navy
https://www.bairdmaritime.com/tugs/harbour-tugs-and-operation/vessel-review-cfav-canso-
harbourfirefighting-tug-to-support-royal-canadian-navys-east-coast-operations

Good piece. Interesting to note the line “Eventually, the new submarines Canada is procuring
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will be handled by these tugs, too.” To date, that's usually what the Ville-class YTS are for,
not the YTB.

#Russia-Ukraine War #warfare
“Building an Airplane in Flight”: Lessons from the Russia-Ukraine War
https://www.cgai.ca/pp building an airplane in flight

#Russia-Ukraine War #warfare #drones
Zelensky's Housewife Brigade
https://researchingukraine.substack.com/p/zelenskys-housewife-brigad

#3D printing

Filament to Firepower: 3D Printing’s Impact on Warfare
https://warontherocks.com/2026/04/from-filament-to-firepower-3d-printings-impact-on-
warfare/

An arms control article but relevant for when metal additive manufacturing becomes more
publicly available.

#US-Iran War #warfare
A conflict of attrition: Iran’s bet on asymmetric warfare
https://thebulletin.org/2026/04/a-conflict-of-attrition-irans-bet-on-asymmetric-warfare/

#wargaming
Kriegsspiel - a wargame like no other
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/kriegsspiel-wargame-like-other-jorit-wintjes-pezke/

#wargaming

The Joint Warfare Centre’s Wargaming Capability - NATO's JWC
https://www.jwc.nato.int/our-work/wargaming-design-capability/jwc-wargaming-capability/
“Wargaming is no longer optional. It is the difference between strategic foresight and strategic
hindsight.”

#wargaming
Whispers from Wargames About the Gray Zone
https://warontherocks.com/2021/03/whispers-from-wargames-about-the-gray-zone/

#wargaming

Outmaneuvering D.C.: How The Naval War College Won The Bureaucracy Game And, In
The Process, The War In The Pacific
https://www.hoover.org/research/outmaneuvering-dc-how-naval-war-college-won-
bureaucracy-game-and-process-war-pacific

“And that is the magic—an institution, not beholden to the traditional navy, staffed by a
faculty of experts and critical thinkers, and populated by the best and the brightest future
officers—using wargames not to predict the future, but to build the future.”

#wargaming
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War Gaming is Everything: Lessons from the Navy’s Golden Age of War Gaming
https://www.hoover.org/research/war-gaming-everything-lessons-navys-golden-age-war-
gaming

“If there is one takeaway from the Navy’s interwar experience for today, it is to leverage the
experiential merits of war gaming and conditioning for war time decision making with the
most current capabilities.” “Iterative war gaming is not predictive, but rather it is illuminating,
a source of paths to failure and paths to success.”

#wargaming

Five Wargames Every Force Design Process Needs
https://warontherocks.com/2026/03/five-wargames-every-force-design-process-needs/
“Wargames in and of themselves are an insufficient basis alone to design an entire force and
are bound to leave something incomplete. When wargaming for force planning uses a defined
process, it brings discipline to thinking, traceability to the ideas informed (“Whispers from
Wargames About the Gray Zone” https://warontherocks.com/2021/03/whispers-from-
wargames-about-the-gray-zone/) by games, and better integration with other forms of
analysis.”

#wargaming
Where the army does not use Al
https://algorithmwatch.org/en/where-the-army-does-not-use-ai/

#warfare

Diego Garcia was the warning shot Canada cannot afford to ignore
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/diego-garcia-was-the-warning-shot-canada-cannot-
afford-to-ignore/

“Canada has long relied on geography and alliances for strategic insulation, yet advances in
missile technology are steadily eroding that advantage by reducing the relevance of distance.”

#warfare

The New Rules of Warfare—And Why We Can’t Opt Out
https://x.com/biancoresearch/status/2039873938449387699
A warfare assessment by a financial analyst.
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| 0dds and Sods...

Canadian Hydrographic Service

16 Mar 26, blogger Noah Gairn in his "This Week in Defence (03/16/26):
SPAAAACCCE, Arctic Investments, Carney goes Scandinavia, MSMM
Design Award, River-class ISS, Bridges, CHS to RCN?, Cyclone FOC,
Ukraine LAV update:
(https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/this-week-in-defence-031626-spaaaaccce) wrote in
his ‘Rumors & Speculation’ section:

There has been some talks of transferring the Canadian Hydrographic Service to the Navy as if
Fisheries and Oceans Canada has not suffered enough. I don't know how serious these talks

are but there is significant push and at least some government support.

A query was posed to Fisheries and Oceans Canada Public Enquiries Unit, which led to an
email from Canadian Hydrographic Service: “Thank you for your inquiry and for your interest
in the Canadian Hydrographic Service, which remains part of Fisheries and Oceans Canada.
We appreciate your interest.”

NOTE FROM THE DESK

OF THE COMMISSIONER

Today, I am pleased to welcome employees (https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-coast-
guard/news/2026/03/canadian-coast-guard-welcomes-aviation-services-to-defence-team.html)
from Transport Canada’s Aircraft Services Directorate (ASD) to the Canadian Coast Guard
(CCQ).

The integration of ASD is an important milestone in strengthening our operational capabilities,
a key reason behind our move to the Department of National Defence, just over 6 months ago.
Having our own aviation services enhances the CCG’s ability to deliver on the vital work
Canadians rely on every day, including marine safety, search and rescue, icebreaking, and
environmental response.

The transition begins today, following the Order in Council and will take place through a
phased, coordinated approach. During this time, both organizations will continue to deliver the
same core services without interruption. Transport Canada will continue to maintain oversight
of aviation regulations and the National Aerial Surveillance Program, while we work together
to integrate people, assets, and expertise. ASD will be part of the CCG Shipbuilding and
Materiel Sector, with Director General ASD Andy Cook reporting to Deputy Commissioner
Robb Wight.

ASD’s aviation capabilities will reinforce the CCG’s aerial fleet and support upcoming security
work under the Strengthening Canada’s Immigration System and Borders Act. Bringing these
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capabilities together will strengthen our collective capacity to safeguard Canada and respond
effectively to challenges ahead.

I had the opportunity to work with ASD when I was the Senior Assistant Deputy Minister,
Safety and Security, at Transport Canada from 2019-2022, and can speak to the expertise and
dedication of this group.

To our new ASD colleagues: welcome. Your skills and experience are valued, and [ am
confident you will make a meaningful difference in our shared mission.

To all CCG colleagues: thank you for the openness, collaboration, and support you continue to
show during this period of change.

We are planning a hybrid event live from the ASD base at the hanger at the Ottawa
International Airport to welcome ASD in style.

For more information, I invite you to read the dedicated transition webpage
(https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/campaigns/transition-transport-
canada-aircraft-services-directorate-to-canadian-coast-guard.html) which includes questions
and answers (https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/campaigns/transition-
transport-canada-aircraft-services-directorate-to-canadian-coast-guard/questions-and-
answers.html), speak with your managers, and support one another as we move forward
together.

As someone who has only recently joined the Canadian Coast Guard myself, I am proud to be
at the helm of this organization at such a pivotal moment. Welcoming new colleagues,
strengthening our capabilities, and building our future together is work I am honoured to lead. I
look forward to the journey ahead.

Kevin Brosseau
Commissioner
Canadian Coast Guard

¥

Ref: https://orders-in-council.canada.ca/attachment.php?attach=48352&lang=en

PC Number: 2026-0268
Date: 2026-03-25
Her Excellency the Governor General in Council, on the recommendation of the Prime Minister, under

paragraph 2(a) of the Public Service Rearrangement and Transfer of Duties Act, transfers from the Department of Transport
to the Department of National Defence the control and supervision of that portion of the federal public administration in
the Department of Transport known as the Aircraft Services Directorate, effective April 1, 2026.

Sur recommandation du premier ministre et en vertu de I’alinéa 2a) de la Loi sur les restructurations et les
transferts d'attributions dans I'administration publique, Son Excellence la Gouverneure générale en conseil transfére du
ministére des Transports au ministére de la Défense nationale la responsabilité a I'égard du secteur de |'administration
publique fédérale qui se trouve au sein du ministére des Transports et qui est connu sous le nom de Direction générale

des services des aéronefs.
Cette mesure prend effet le 1" avril 2026.
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Naval Association of Canada — NAC News, April 3-10, 2026

Canada:
The latest edition Royal Canadian Navy Strategic Review

The latest STARSHELL (Winter 2026) is now available at https://www.navalassoc.ca/naval-
affairs/starshell/

South Korean Submarine Completes First Leg of Indo-Pacific Voyage to Canada

Cold front: Inside NATQ's race to secure the Arctic

Canadian Coast Guard Polar Icebreaker advances with production start ceremony at Chantier
Davie in Lévis, Québec & Une cérémonie de début de production marque 1’avancement de la
construction du brise-glace de la Garde cotiére canadienne au Chantier Davie a Lévis, au

Québec

Canada Coast Guard — Cdr Webber on HMCS William Hall

People Must Be at the Core of Canada’s New Defence Ecosystem

Canada unveils first new jetty in $1.1B upgrade at CFB Esquimalt with Canada continues to
invest in defence to strengthen national security & Le Canada continue d’investir dans la
défense pour renforcer la sécurité nationale

Overseas:

Chile backs Argentina on Falklands in joint statement

New Super-Battleship Under Construction in China

Japan Deploys New Hypersonic, Anti-ship Missiles

Mitsubishi Delivers Japan’s Fifth Taigei Attack Submarine

Taiwan Orders Jailed Chinese Captain to Pay $560.000 for Damages to Cable

Australia will be left with no submarines if it abandons Aukus. senior defence official warns

Video: Philippines Calls “Close Encounter” With Chinese Navy an Escalation

PLAN hospital ship Silk Road Ark makes technical stop in Fiji
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Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) International Outlook, March 20-15 April 2026

Canada:
Our Navy Today Volume 9 Issue 3

More Canadians willing to serve in Armed Forces during major conflict, poll suggests

Overseas:
Hungary celebrates 'return to Europe' after Orban's crushing electoral defeat

How countries are tackling the global energy crisis

Japan deploys first counterstrike missiles with 1,000-km range

Russian Navy vessels arrive in Indonesia for rare bilateral drills

ASEAN survey finds growing doubts over US on trade and security

#Russia-Ukraine War #armour

Just Because It Looks Funny Doesn't Mean It Doesn't
Work. Behold The Dreadlock Tank.

https://www.trenchart.us/p/just-because-it-looks-funny-doesnt

The Journal of Ocean Technology for Spring 2026

The spring issue focuses on Women and the Ocean with guest editor Julie Angus of Open
Ocean Robotics. This issue showcases the achievements and leadership of women and offers
insight into how we can continue to empower women pursuing ocean-related careers.
Available in: https://www.thejot.net/archive-issues/?1d=95

The Macdonald-Laurier Institute

Webinar: Safeguarding Canada’s Parliamentary Tradition, April 21, 2026, Tuesday, online
event, 1:00 p.m. ET.

For registration: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/safeguarding-canadas-parliamentary-tradition-
tickets-1986002627320%aff=oddtdtcreator

Commentary: Canada’s moment to lead the Free North: A generational opportunity has arisen
to unite Arctic, Baltic, and Asian allies, strengthen NATO and NORAD, and elevate Canada’s
global role.
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I SAC Notes

Issues to Watch
A watch from the followed Hungarian election 2026.

The US-Iran-Israel War has taken on the appearance of a war of attrition. Iran will use
asymmetrical warfare techniques. Although one suspects the Israelis do have a very
deliberate program that is designed to eliminate or disable the proxies of Hamas, Hezbollah
and the Houthis and create conditions to eliminate the country that has financed, planned and
conducted major operations against Israel for 47 years. The US reasoning, planning and
conduct I think was best described by the Economist as “Blind Fury.” It simply lacks any
coherence starting at the top. The potential for disaster is there.

Russia-Ukraine is undergoing a serious change with Ukraine gaining ascendency with that
country recovering nearly 500 square kilometres of occupied land. Russia’s economy is
deteriorating fast despite Trump’s decision to drop US sanctions on Russian oil for 30 days
allowing that corrupt regime to temporarily gain access to badly needed financial support.
Ukraine anticipated this by destroying or disabling two major shipping terminals. This
eliminated 40% of Russia’s ability to ship the oil. It has essentially eliminated any benefits
received by the US sanctions relief.

South China Seas are an ongoing problem with China using its vastly larger naval forces to
impose itself on the legal territory of other nations. This is not going to improve in the near
term.

O Canada

There has been a move in Canadian politics to finally try to take “politics™ out of defence
procurement. It is recognized that it delays programs and grossly raises costs. Many of these
costs are listed as “government oversight,” which adds up if a project is delayed. The F 35
and the River Class destroyer program are excellent examples where these costs balloon.
The F 35 is an excellent example of the effects of politics on acquisition of a major piece of
essential equipment. The aircraft has been the subject of ridiculous rumours, innuendo,
disinformation etc to the extent that the aircraft is damned before it is acquired. A multitude
of countries have run trials on this aircraft as has the RCAF. It fulfilled the requirements of
the trial as the best aircraft for what the RCAF requested. Never has an aircraft been so
trialed in the press than the F 35.

The bottom line is that in combat, the F 35 has done well without loss by both the Israeli
Defence Force and the USAF. More than 1600 aircraft are now flying and virtually everyone
of them have parts made in Canadian factories. We have 16 aircraft contracted for and we
have ordered the equipment for a further 14. We are modernizing our fighter bases for the F
35 and training our pilots to fly them now. The time for review is over a long time ago. Time
to dump the politics and get on with the program. The real question is 88 enough aircraft to
do the tasks that will be required to perform? The answer by the ways is ‘no.’

Could the Grypen be useful as well? The answer is also yes even at the numbers suggested
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by Saab along with an AEW system based on the Bombardier 6500 aircraft. The numbers
suggested are 72 fighters and six AEW aircraft. It is known from experience that it takes 4.5
aircraft to keep one in the air at all times. This is especially true of the AEW fleet, therefore
perhaps nine or ten would be in order. For the fighters, 72 along with 88 F 35s would make a
reasonable air fleet to cover all the air combat requirements. The Grypen is capable of using
austere airfields, the F 35 is marginal as its skin, vital for its stealth tech, is not able to be
damaged. The combination of the two capabilities actually makes sense. Canada until the
arrival of the CF 188 Hornet always flew mixed fleets to meet all its requirements. Time to
reconsider the combat fleet.

Foreign interference is ongoing and will be subject to a more detailed note next time. Keep
in mind, China has been attacking Canada since the early 2000s using the “Three Wars
Concept”. Canadian dual citizens have been taken off Canadian streets by Chinese police
agents. The Canadian Government has always been blind to the insidious actions of the
Communist Chinese Party (CCP). It must be remembered that China is not a friend; it is an
adversary and we are a target.

United States

What can one say about the US at present. They have betrayed their own Constitution,
started an unnecessary war and then expected their friends in a strictly defensive alliance to
sort it out as they pull away., supported adversaries such as Putin’s Russia, Viktor Orban’s
Hungary, Alexander Lukashenko’s Belarus and of course Kim Jong Un’s infamous North
Korea. He then condemned allies such as the UK, France, Canada and other countries that
have fought alongside US forces. The current Administration has destroyed their own
economy with ridiculous tariffs that have done horrific harm to US citizens and friendly
countries.

It is small wonder that efforts to encourage the use of the 25 Amendment are now being
bandied about. Although the likely hoof of such an act is unlikely. It is almost a certainty
that the President will be impeached a third time if the Democrats win the midterms and
regain the House and may gain a majority in the Senate. Time will tell.

The Iran-US war will continue in some form for a longer period. Israel has no intention of
stopping actions either when there seems to be a good chance of achieving the elimination of
a regime that has attacked and harassed Israel for 47 years. This is not going away.

Moldova

This week saw Moldova purchasing electricity from Ukraine. The power is supplied by
hydroelectric dams along the Dniester River. Since Transnistria is no longer receiving free
gas from Russia they are also increasingly dependent on Moldova...and Ukraine. Romania
also helps. It is another nail in the coffin of Russia’s hoped for springboard in recapturing
Moldova.

Moldova has withdrawn from over 70 agreements with the CIS, it has formally asked to
withdraw the actual main agreement. It has also offered to join the Coalition of the Willing
in support of Ukraine. They have not been accepted yet. Moldova is pushing as hard as it can
towards joining the EU.

Georgia
Georgian opposition completed their 500" day of protest against the Georgia Dream Party of
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Bidzina Ivanishvili. Ivanishvili is largely considered a pro-Russian leader who tends to
manoeuvre and direct from the sidelines. He is largely considered the leader of organized
crime. He made most of his fortune in Russia.

Although the current Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze congratulated incoming Hungarian
Prime Minister Peter Magyar for his victory, it is largely considered a major loss to the
undemocratic regime that is the Georgia Dream Party. The victory of the pro-European party
in Hungary will give new impetus to the Georgian opposition parties.

Belarus

Belarus is continuing to use refugees as an irritant to Western neighbours although it is
increasingly difficult to conduct such activity because of enhanced security at the borders of
Poland and the Baltic States. This is ongoing.

Russia, North Korea and Belarus discussed cooperation in the development of military ties.
North Korea has been instrumental in providing Russia with manpower, artillery, and
ammunition. One suspects that this effort will apply even more pressure on Lukashenko to
enter the war, however, given past history, Lukashenko will do everything up to but not
crossing the line between a relative peace with Ukraine and war. The Lukashenko Regime
knows that its own forces are not ready for the Ukrainian armed forces that are well trained
and equipped and able to deal with complex situations effectively. Despite ongoing efforts
by Putin, Belarus is more than likely to avoid active fighting. Survival of the regime is the
goal.

Hungary

Hungary held national elections on 12 April 2026. The party of Viktor Orban had been in
power for 16 years. During this time, the EU stopped payments to Hungary as the Orban
government displayed characteristics that were undemocratic including attacks on the media,
changing the activities and actions of the judiciary, authoritarian tendencies such as spying
and coercing opposition parties, use of the security service against the opposition and media.
There was a high voter turnout in the election 78.8 % with over 53% going to the opposition
Tisza Party giving them a super majority able to amend the Hungarian constitution by itself.
This is absolutely necessary given the years of actions to make Hungary less democratic.
Prime Minister Viktor Orban conceded the election.

The Hungarian parliament has a mixed voting system. 106 seats are filled by individuals
who win within the district by a first past the post system. 93 seats are appointed by the
percentage of the popular vote received by each party. Final figures give 138 seats in total to
the Tisza Party of Peter Magyar, and 54 seats in total to the Fidesz party of Viktor Orban.
The other parties received a total of six seats. It gives Tisza the ability to remove judges and
other officials appointed by Fidesz. 16 years of anti-democratic rule will take considerable
time to unwind the damage. Time will tell.

It is a major victory for pro-Western forces and an embarrassment for the US and Russia.

Iran-Israel-US Conflict

Israel is spending most of its effort to eliminate Hezbollah as an effective organization. This
meant asking residents to withdraw from settlements South of the Litani River. This area
was settled by Shia Muslims which was widely used by Iran to create a de facto Hezbollah
operating area with rocket launch sites, ammunition depots and fighting positions throughout
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the zone despite occupation by UNIFIL. Israel is still acting as required to Hamas fighters
crossing the yellow line in Gaza.

Israel is able to return to the battle against Iran on short notice but is generally leaving Iran to
United States forces. Israel will use every opportunity to eliminate Iran’s proxies while Iran
is preoccupied with its own survival. Israel wants to end 47 years of Iranian influence
preferably now.

The US Navy is conducting blockade operations as of 13 March 2026 in the Straits of
Hormuz after the collapse of peace negotiations with Iran. Neither side seems ready to back
away although for different reasons. The US will stop any ship that has “paid” the Iranian
imposed toll thus it appears that the Captains of the merchant vessels are caught in a no-win
situation. Literally hundreds of ships are affected. The US President will not back down
because he would lose face and the Iranians will not back down because the situation is
existential.

Most of the issues revolve around the 400 kg supply of enriched Uranium which Iran will
not handover nor will they stop the enrichment process. There are other issues but this is the
biggest single issue. The opening of the Strait being another issue and under what
circumstances.

Iran has lost its air force, most of its Navy, a large portion of their leadership and heavy
losses on missiles and launchers although they have sufficient to make life miserable for its
Gulf neighbours.

It is assessed that this will stay in place for the near future, but at some point there will have
to be answers to all these questions. The US has lost a great deal of trust and goodwill as a
result of President Trump’s impulsive actions. It is also clear that the US entered the fray
without preparation or planning, which seems to be the modus operandi of the Trump
Whitehouse. This will have long term effects in the long term.

Russia-Ukraine Conflict

The war continues but it seems a tipping point has occurred. Although Russia is continuing
to make incremental gains they are now losing more ground than they are taking. The drone
war continues as well. Both sides are continuing their general tactics with Russia attacking
civilian infrastructure, but they have changed from electrical power facilities to water
treatment and provision facilities. Ukraine has continued to be more selective with designed
attacks to destroy the Russian economy; specifically hitting the oil industry and the ability to
ship oil and gas products. This also has included shadow fleet ships.

Russian took severe losses with less than 1 out of ten surviving to reach the line of contact
and were not able to advance. This year the Russian Army hoped to take in 409 k new
recruits for this year or about 35 k a month, however In the past three months, Ukraine has
been able to kill, capture or injure more than this total. Yet Russia has recently only been
able to recruit 29 k per month thus they are tending to actually drop between 1.5 k casualties
above the personnel recruited. The new Minister of Defence of Ukraine has ordered the
Ukrainian armed forces to cause 50 k per month, far above the recruitment targets. Russia’s
manpower problem is now critical, a wrong decision by the Kremlin could have regime
changing possibilities.

Russia’s biggest loss is political as Prime Minister Viktor Orban lost the election on 12 April
2026 to the opposition Tisza party. Viktor Orban has been Putin’s view into the position

of the EU. He has held up and obstructed EU actions in support of Ukraine. The incoming
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Prime Minister, Peter Magyar is diametrically opposite and fully supports Ukraine. He has
also instituted investigations specifically on Hungary’s outgoing Foreign Minister who was
recorded passing on information to Sergei Lavrov the Russian Foreign Minister including
classified information. This will now be stopped. Investigations and removals of Orban
appointed judges and key media figures will also take place, This will be a long-term effort.

China

The current government’s “love affair” with China is disturbing to say the least. China is the
greatest threat in relation to foreign interference as described by CSIS. In the Trudeau
Government the Prime Minister went out of his way to deflect public interest away from
China's efforts. India is alleged to have acted against Sikh separatist movement that was
established in Canada, with growing influence within Ontario and British Columbia. It was
Canada’s lack of effort that led India down a darker path. China’s influence is continuing to
grow with the support of the current Canadian Government. China has always relied on elite
capture to gain influence; we are seeing this in action in the development of Canadian-
Chinese relations.

China is not our friend, some of the ideas and initiatives between Canada and China would
expose not only Canadians but also our allies. China under the CCP cannot be trusted and
anything affecting power, communications, rare earth mineral mining, aerospace,
shipbuilding or management of any Canadian port/airport transportation should not be
allowed. This limits any relationship that is possible.

China received a visit from the leader of Taiwan’s Kuomintang (KMT) Party, ChingLi-wun
who is the main opposition leader. It should be noted that the KMT is the party of the
nationalist Chinese Chang Kai-shek, the first President of the Republic of China (Taiwan).
He was also the main leader of China’s war against the Japanese during the Second World
War. The Peoples’ Republic of China (PRC) has taken credit for the Nationalist Chinese
efforts during the war.

Ching Li-wun was able to meet Chairman Xi on 10 April 2026. The PRC leader was able to
provide, as one media representative stated, many small carrots and a very large stick. Still it
legitimised the PRC point of view in South-east Asia. The Taiwanese Government of the
Democratic Progressive Party viewed the opposition leader’s visit as a political “stunt”
which achieved little and placed stability above democratic values. It was a propaganda
victory for the PRC. One’s view of the visit depends where one views the visit.

On a happier note, the Chinese National Supercomputer Centre in Tianjin was hacked. It lost
ten petabytes of information which has been set up for sale on the “Dark Web.” The hackers
do not appear to be politically aligned. This issue is not going away anytime soon. Still, it's
good to see China receiving some of their own medicine.

China continues to have increasingly serious economic issues.

The PRC is also looking towards President Trump’s visit to China in May. More details will
become available as the “great” event gets closer to the date. The original date was set for
April, but Trump threw a war instead.

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS)
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-
leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html
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