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Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia Dispatches 

15 May 2026 

 

The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the study, 

promotion and debate on defence, security, and safety issues. 

 

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media by the 

Institute.  Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches but may be 

unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada. 

 

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in Dispatches.  

Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.   

Email to RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.   

 

Comments to articles can be from members or non-members of RUSI(NS).  Any comment in 

Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author and does not necessarily represent the views of the 

Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other 

government department, the Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or 

other agency. 

 

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), please 

inform RUSI(NS).  Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting RUSI(NS). 

 

 

THIS WEEK IN CANADIAN HISTORY  

 

• On 11 May 1945, German submarine U-190 surrendered to HMCS Victoriaville and 

HMCS Thorlock and was later escorted into Bay Bulls, Newfoundland. 

 

• On 13 May 1945, German submarine U-899 officially surrendered to the RCN near 

Shelburne, N. S., became the only German submarine to surrender in Canadian waters 

during Second World War.  Canadian ships, alone or in company with other ships and 

planes, sank a total of twenty-seven U-boats during the Second World War.  Despite the 

undoubted and ongoing U-boat successes during the 2,060 days of war, 25,353 merchant 

ship voyages carried 181,643,180 tons of cargo from North American ports to the 

United Kingdom under Canadian escort.  Over the bridge which the navy helped to build 

and maintain 90,000 tons passed daily towards the battlefields of Europe.  In the 

Canadian ships lost, there were 1,797 Canadians who lost their lives, 319 were 

wounded, and 95 became POW’s.  They paid a price yet created an achievement which 

would have been flatly dismissed as impossible before the war. 

 

 

The next issue will be on 29 May 2026. 

Other editorial comments as desired. 

mailto:RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com
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Quick links: 

Events 

Publications 

@RUSI_NS on X 

 Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook 

Other Sources  

 Odds and Sods 

 SAC Notes 

 

 

 

Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media 

 

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook 

accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com.  Preferably, send the material ready to post. We 

are still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them 

active. 
  

 

 

 

Articles of Association of the Royal United Services 

Institute of Nova Scotia 

 

At our Annual General Meeting 12 March 2026, the Institute's Articles 

were amended to change the process for proposing and seconding of 

candidates to the Institute.  The amended Articles, Revision 6 Amendment 

3, are available to members on request to RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.  

 

Writing for RUSI(NS) 
 

The content of Dispatches and other RUSI(NS) 

channels is representative of the submissions 

by RUSI(NS) members.  If you want more 

published about certain fields and topics, you 

are encouraged to submit material to 

RUSIDispatches@gmail.com and 

RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. The public face 

of RUSI(NS) is what we, the membership, 

makes it.   
 

 

mailto:rusinsdispatches@gmail.com
mailto:RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com
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RUSI (NS) Events: May-December 2026 Schedule 

   

May           - Col. Tarra Willis, Comd 12 Wing, Future of Maritime Air, hybrid, in-person and 

virtual, Shearwater Aviation Museum, postponed.  

June           -     18 June, Mr. Harvey Vardy, Director Intervention Response Atlantic Director, 

in-person only, at 50 Discovery Dr, Dartmouth. 

- 25 June, Summer Meet and Greet, RA Park. 

July           - Nil. 

August      -     Nil. 

September -    Army Procurement program. 

October     -    Naval Modernization Program. 

- Altn NORAD Modernization details TBC. 

November  -    4 November, Remembrance Dinner 2026, RA Park. 

December  -    10 December, Winter/Holiday Meet and Greet, RA Park. 

 

 

 

Other Events: 

 

New 1 June 2026, Monday:  Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation 

“Five Wargames Every Force Design Process Needs.”  6-7:30 pm ET, online.   

For more information and to register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/five-wargames-every-force-

design-process-needs-tickets-1986853899498 

 

 

Wargaming Events: Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule: 

https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events 
 

To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.  RUSI(NS) events are by 

invitation.  If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email 

RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.  RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice.  Email 

RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring. 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/five-wargames-every-force-design-process-needs-tickets-1986853899498
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/five-wargames-every-force-design-process-needs-tickets-1986853899498
https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents
mailto:RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com
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The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest 

edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To readers 

of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated. 

 

Weekly: 

Naval Association of Canada 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update 

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members 

News 

 

Bi-weekly: 

Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch 

 

Monthly: 

Canadian Gunner News 

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews 

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué 

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions 

Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches 

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician 

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt 

Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter 

Veterans Affairs Canada Salute! 

 

Quarterly: 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter 

 

 

 

Publications 
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Col (ret’d) ‘Chuck’ Oliviero is a member of RUSI Vancouver Island and writes that he is not 

the author, despite the promo, and that all royalties are being given to RUSI (50% to RUSI VI 

and 50% to RUSI NB). 

 

The book is now on sale on Amazon in e-format and paperback 

(https://www.amazon.ca/Fulfilling-Promise-Canada-Charting-National/dp/1998501833). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NunavutWatch @NunavutWatch 13 May posted and 

RUSI(NS) reposted:  

Inside RCAF Arctic warfare preparation in Alaska 

(https://skiesmag.com/features/inside-rcaf-arctic-

warfare-preparation-in-alaska/) 

 
 

 

  
 

 

@RUSI_NS on X 
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca. 

To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS). 

https://www.amazon.ca/Fulfilling-Promise-Canada-Charting-National/dp/1998501833
https://skiesmag.com/features/inside-rcaf-arctic-warfare-preparation-in-alaska/
https://skiesmag.com/features/inside-rcaf-arctic-warfare-preparation-in-alaska/
https://rusi-ns.ca/
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NATO Association of Canada @NATOCanada 13 

May posted and RUSI(NS) reposted:  

The article written by Lou Didelot explores how 

NATO’s deterrence increasingly depends on 

infrastructure it does not control, from undersea cables to 

cloud networks. As security becomes privatized,  

collective defence may rely less on command and more  
on coordination. 

(Collective Defence Without Command: NATO’s Emerging Dependence on Privately 

Governed Infrastructure 

https://natoassociation.ca/collective-defence-without-command-natos-emerging-dependence-

on-privately-governed-infrastructure/) 

 

Policy Hawk @CDNPolicyHawk 13 May posted  

https://x.com/CDNPolicyHawk/status/20547133288076577

44 

and RUSI(NS) reposted:  

Are nuclear submarines the best submarines? 

Canada is just weeks away from selecting its next 

submarine and isn't even considering the nuclear option.  
Why not? I'm diving into that, and more, in my latest piece over on Substack. Link below. 

(https://policyhawk.substack.com/p/why-the-nuclear-option-isnt-on-canadas)   

 

David Pugliese @davidpugliese 13 May posted and 

RUSI(NS) reposted:  

Any estimates on how much to buy new aircraft for the 

Snowbirds? $1.5 billion? Some say $2 billion. The 

government is set to provide an update on the future of 

the aerobatic aviation team on May 

19. https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-

watch/canada-new-aircraft-snowbirds via 

@ottawacitizen 

(Will Canada buy new aircraft for the Snowbirds?) 
  
 

Canadian Coast Guard @CoastGuardCAN May 12 

posted:  

Built here, celebrated today!  We officially 

welcomed the CCGS Naalak Nappaaluk into our fleet 

during a dedication ceremony in Dartmouth, 

#NovaScotia. Fair winds to the crew! Learn 

more: https://canada.ca/en/canadian-coast-

guard/news/2026/05/the-ccgs-naalak-nappaaluk-

officially-joins-the-canadian-coast-guard-fleet.html 
  
(The CCGS Naalak Nappaaluk officially joins the Canadian Coast Guard fleet) 

https://natoassociation.ca/collective-defence-without-command-natos-emerging-dependence-on-privately-governed-infrastructure/
https://natoassociation.ca/collective-defence-without-command-natos-emerging-dependence-on-privately-governed-infrastructure/
https://x.com/CDNPolicyHawk/status/2054713328807657744
https://x.com/CDNPolicyHawk/status/2054713328807657744
https://policyhawk.substack.com/p/why-the-nuclear-option-isnt-on-canadas
https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-watch/canada-new-aircraft-snowbirds
https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-watch/canada-new-aircraft-snowbirds
https://canada.ca/en/canadian-coast-guard/news/2026/05/the-ccgs-naalak-nappaaluk-officially-joins-the-canadian-coast-guard-fleet.html
https://canada.ca/en/canadian-coast-guard/news/2026/05/the-ccgs-naalak-nappaaluk-officially-joins-the-canadian-coast-guard-fleet.html
https://canada.ca/en/canadian-coast-guard/news/2026/05/the-ccgs-naalak-nappaaluk-officially-joins-the-canadian-coast-guard-fleet.html
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RUSI(NS) quoted:  

@CoastGuardCAN research ship NAALAK NAPPAALUK “equipped to support search & 

rescue missions & environmental response”. Might @RoyalCanNavy consider ship for 

submarine search & rescue when trained & loaded with appropriate kit? 

 

Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster 6 May posted 

and RUSI(NS) reposted:  

Canada to pick between Swedish and U.S. radar planes 

to protect its skies.  An excellent piece by colleague 

@danlebla #cdnpoli 

(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canada-to-pick-

between-swedish-and-u-s-radar-planes-to-protect-skies-

9.7178011)  
 

Rather than an artillery unit, maybe an explosives-

dropping uncrewed aerial vehicle #UAV #drone 

would be the way to attempt avalanche control  

https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/avss-

collaborates-with-the-government  @ParksCanada 

@NationalDefence Operation #PALACI #OpPALACI 

H/T @NoahGairn  
 

Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster 1 May posted 

and RUSI(NS) reposted:  

Defence chief set to pitch ‘options’ for massive troop 

surge as military strains under its own limits #cdnpoli 

#training #military #mobilization 

(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/military-recruiting-

defence-mobilization-9.7183405)  
 

Murray Brewster @Murray_Brewster 30 Apr 

quoted:  

Leaked report shows basic training pass rate fell after 

military recruitment changes. Mental health, cultural 

issues cited after success rate dropped from 85% in 2024 

to 77% last year #cdnpoli #militarytraining #defence 

(https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/military-recruits-

failure-defence-training-9.7183537)  
 

RUSI(NS) quoted: 

Recruitment intake numbers do not give true assessment of @CanadianForces strength & 

readiness to undertake ops. Training results in attrition. Need to consider Trained Effective 

Strength. Also, Trained Effective Establishment needs to grow to accommodate increased 

procurement. 

 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canada-to-pick-between-swedish-and-u-s-radar-planes-to-protect-skies-9.7178011
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canada-to-pick-between-swedish-and-u-s-radar-planes-to-protect-skies-9.7178011
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canada-to-pick-between-swedish-and-u-s-radar-planes-to-protect-skies-9.7178011
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/avss-collaborates-with-the-government
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/avss-collaborates-with-the-government
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/military-recruiting-defence-mobilization-9.7183405
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/military-recruiting-defence-mobilization-9.7183405
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/military-recruits-failure-defence-training-9.7183537
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/military-recruits-failure-defence-training-9.7183537
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David Pugliese @davidpugliese 30 Apr posted: 

Canada’s top general is shutting down a key operation 

keeping avalanches under control along the Trans-

Canada Highway in the Rocky Mountains because of 

“significant resource pressures,” according to a letter 

obtained by Ottawa Citizen.  

https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-

watch/canadian-military-avalanches-trans-canada-

highway-rocky-mountains via @ottawacitizen 
  
RUSI(NS) quoted: 

Maybe there should be a @ParksCanada or other civil government artillery unit for avalanche 

control? Why should unit be @CanadianForces?  Operation #PALACI #OpPALACI 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lesson of Murderers’ Row, Two Layers Deeper 

https://cdrsalamander.substack.com/p/the-lesson-of-

murderers-row-two-layers 

 

“When the next Great Pacific War comes, it won’t just 

be clean numbers on a sheet and your preferred weapon 

winning—but like it was when the picture at the top was   
taken, it will be about the entire system built around them. 

 

Logistics. Repair. Replacements. Sustained operations, forward, for years on end.” 

 

So, what is the naval ‘eco-system’ (for lack of a better term) that is and should be built for the 

Royal Canadian Navy.  For the Canadian Armed Forces?  If there is not a single government 

leading organization (likely not - organizations like the Defence Investment Agency are 

focused on specific aspects of the system), then what is the collaborative arrangement to bring 

stakeholders together? 

 

 

 

 

“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook 
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at  

https://RUSI-NS.ca. 

To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. 

https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-watch/canadian-military-avalanches-trans-canada-highway-rocky-mountains
https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-watch/canadian-military-avalanches-trans-canada-highway-rocky-mountains
https://ottawacitizen.com/public-service/defence-watch/canadian-military-avalanches-trans-canada-highway-rocky-mountains
https://cdrsalamander.substack.com/p/the-lesson-of-murderers-row-two-layers
https://cdrsalamander.substack.com/p/the-lesson-of-murderers-row-two-layers
https://rusi-ns.ca/
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Turkish-built midget submarine hits the water 

https://www.bairdmaritime.com/security/naval/naval-

submersibles/turkish-built-midget-submarine-hits-the-

water 

 

“...vessel will be used primarily for damaging undersea 

cables via a manipulator cutter as well as for 

minelaying.”  
 

“Seabed warfare” (a.k.a. “seabottom warfare”) is shaping up (has shaped up?) to be a major 

warfare area.  Is the Royal Canadian Navy ready? 

 

Additional information: 

Iran confirms deployment of Ghadir-class midget submarines in Strait of Hormuz to counter 

US Navy 

https://www.armyrecognition.com/news/navy-news/2026/iran-confirms-ghadir-midget-

submarine-deployment-strait-of-hormuz-counter-us-navy 

 

If operational and deployed, these midget submarines could considerably add to the anti-

submarine warfare problem in the close waters of the Strait of Hormuz and approaches.  Is the 

Royal Canadian Navy prepared to counter midget submarines in shallow waters? 

The midget submarine doesn’t have to deploy.  Just hiding away somewhere, not being tracked 

by western intelligence, can considerably add to the problem. 

 

Canada’s Patrol Submarine Project: A view from 

Australia 

https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/canadas-

patrol-submarine-project 

 

 

 

 

  
 

The New Economics of War 

https://nationalinterest.org/feature/the-new-economics-

of-war 

 

“Today, warfare also requires simple, robust systems 

in large quantities. And defense and deterrence require 
industrial production that can breathe and grow quickly  
when things get serious. This absolutely requires political decisions that allow for speed. This 

includes an offensive technology and industrial policy that sees security as its core task.”  

 

 

 

https://www.bairdmaritime.com/security/naval/naval-submersibles/turkish-built-midget-submarine-hits-the-water
https://www.bairdmaritime.com/security/naval/naval-submersibles/turkish-built-midget-submarine-hits-the-water
https://www.bairdmaritime.com/security/naval/naval-submersibles/turkish-built-midget-submarine-hits-the-water
https://www.armyrecognition.com/news/navy-news/2026/iran-confirms-ghadir-midget-submarine-deployment-strait-of-hormuz-counter-us-navy
https://www.armyrecognition.com/news/navy-news/2026/iran-confirms-ghadir-midget-submarine-deployment-strait-of-hormuz-counter-us-navy
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/canadas-patrol-submarine-project
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/canadas-patrol-submarine-project
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/the-new-economics-of-war
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/the-new-economics-of-war
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Speartooth – Battery-powered long-range UUV for 

defence applications 

https://www.bairdmaritime.com/security/naval/unmanned

-naval-systems/vessel-review-speartooth-battery-

powered-long-range-uuv-for-defence-applications 
 

“It can be transported in standard shipping containers 

and be launched from a boat ramp, thus minimising both  
the workforce and infrastructure needed to operate it, reducing its operating signature while 

complicating an adversary’s ISR capabilities.” 

 

Yes, that transportability is going to make it difficult to detect.   

 

Additional information: 

Will Navies Prevail in “Generation Drone”?—An Australian View 

https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol79/iss2/7/ 

 

“As the maritime domain becomes more contested, the future of naval power will be defined 

by integration rather than replacement. Hybrid fleets—blending manned and unmanned 

systems within distributed and resilient networks—will characterize the next evolution of sea 

power. In this transformation, drones will enhance rather than eclipse the navy’s role. The 

challenge is not to preserve navies as they are, but to reimagine them as adaptive instruments 

of statecraft in an era of automation.” 

 

U.S. Navy Fighter Jet Disables Two More Iranian 

Tankers 

https://maritime-executive.com/article/u-s-navy-fighter-

jet-disables-two-more-iranian-tankers 
 

“Any plans for salvage, seizure or crew assistance have 

not yet been released.”  
Highlights the utility of having a fleet rescue and salvage tug as part of the naval forces 

deployed in the theatre.  Might the Royal Canadian Navy consider acquiring a fleet tug (useful, 

too, for submarine search and rescue) or at least arranging to charter a tug to operate if/when 

required? 

 

Beyond Venezuela and Cuba: The U.S. Military’s 

Future Operations in the Western Hemisphere 

https://www.csis.org/analysis/beyond-venezuela-and-

cuba-us-militarys-future-operations-western-hemisphere 
 

“Moreover, the recent, first-ever Americas Counter 
Cartel Conference in Miami aims to create a unified bloc  
among U.S. allies to counter criminal entities. The conference concluded with a (brief) 

declaration signed by 17 ministers of defense and high-level officials, which calls for 

expanding multilateral and bilateral cooperation, including in border security and countering 

https://www.bairdmaritime.com/security/naval/unmanned-naval-systems/vessel-review-speartooth-battery-powered-long-range-uuv-for-defence-applications
https://www.bairdmaritime.com/security/naval/unmanned-naval-systems/vessel-review-speartooth-battery-powered-long-range-uuv-for-defence-applications
https://www.bairdmaritime.com/security/naval/unmanned-naval-systems/vessel-review-speartooth-battery-powered-long-range-uuv-for-defence-applications
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol79/iss2/7/
https://maritime-executive.com/article/u-s-navy-fighter-jet-disables-two-more-iranian-tankers
https://maritime-executive.com/article/u-s-navy-fighter-jet-disables-two-more-iranian-tankers
https://www.csis.org/analysis/beyond-venezuela-and-cuba-us-militarys-future-operations-western-hemisphere
https://www.csis.org/analysis/beyond-venezuela-and-cuba-us-militarys-future-operations-western-hemisphere
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narco-terrorism and drug-trafficking, and for creating a joint ‘coalition to combat narco-

terrorism and other shared threats in the Western Hemisphere.’” 

 

Canada isn’t part of that coalition.  (Which may be a good thing.)  What this means for 

Canada’s Operation CARIBBE (our “contribution to U.S.-led enhanced counter-narcotics 

operations in the Caribbean Sea and the eastern Pacific Ocean” 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/operations/military-

operations/current-operations/operation-caribbe.html) is yet to be determined. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#A2R 

How Canada’s military went from a ‘death spiral’ to a recruitment boom 

BBC coverage: https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crrpd1pvgkzo 

 

#A2R 

How Canada’s military went from a ‘death spiral’ to a recruitment boom 

BBC coverage: https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crrpd1pvgkzo 

 

#airpower #drones 

The Manned Aircraft Problem? Humans 

https://cepa.org/article/the-manned-aircraft-problem-humans/ 

“The rescue op isn’t an argument for more manned air power. It’s an argument against it.” 

 

#Arctic 

The Other Border Problem: How Russia and China’s Lawfare Threaten the Arctic 

https://warontherocks.com/the-other-border-problem-how-russia-and-chinas-lawfare-threaten-

the-arctic/ 

 

#Canadian Coast Guard 

New Renders Of The Mid-Shore Multi-Mission Vessel Released By The Canadian Coast 

Guard 

https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/new-renders-of-the-mid-shore-multi 

 

Cyber Intelligence 

 

Instructure Reaches Ransom Agreement with ShinyHunters to Stop 3.65TB Canvas Leak 

https://thehackernews.com/2026/05/instructure-reaches-ransom-

agreement.html?_m=3n%2e009a%2e3975%2exi0ao0b2aq%2e30yp 
 

Pro-Iran hacking group targets California tech company in flurry of attacks 

Other Sources 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/operations/military-operations/current-operations/operation-caribbe.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/operations/military-operations/current-operations/operation-caribbe.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crrpd1pvgkzo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crrpd1pvgkzo
https://cepa.org/article/the-manned-aircraft-problem-humans/
https://warontherocks.com/the-other-border-problem-how-russia-and-chinas-lawfare-threaten-the-arctic/
https://warontherocks.com/the-other-border-problem-how-russia-and-chinas-lawfare-threaten-the-arctic/
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/new-renders-of-the-mid-shore-multi
https://thehackernews.com/2026/05/instructure-reaches-ransom-agreement.html?_m=3n%2e009a%2e3975%2exi0ao0b2aq%2e30yp
https://thehackernews.com/2026/05/instructure-reaches-ransom-agreement.html?_m=3n%2e009a%2e3975%2exi0ao0b2aq%2e30yp
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https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/pro-iran-hacking-group-targets-234936316.html 

 

Internet censorship index reveals Russia’s lead and widespread content blocking 

https://securityaffairs.com/191475/security/internet-censorship-index-reveals-russias-lead-

and-widespread-content-blocking.html 

 

Trump admin will push for ‘long-term’ reauthorization of key cyber data-sharing law 

https://www.nextgov.com/cybersecurity/2026/05/trump-admin-will-push-long-term-

reauthorization-key-cyber-data-sharing-law/413395/?oref=ng-category-lander-top-story 

 

Hackers have adopted AI — big time. It refines their phishing attacks, including deep fakes, it 

breaks into software workflows, and it cracks complex supply chains, enabling cargo 

theft.  PRC hackers are not just busy: the FBI describes their ecosystem as ‘out of control’. 

‘Salt Typhoon’ hacks IBM (Italy). Two new campaigns identified: one in Asia, the other in 

South American and Europe.  

 

#defence policy 

Should Canada join the JEF? 

https://www.britainsworld.org.uk/p/the-big-ask-15-2026 

 

#defence procurement 

Canada eyes Turkey as a fellow mid-power ally in weapons development 

https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2026/05/11/canada-eyes-turkey-as-a-fellow-

mid-power-ally-in-weapons-development/ 

 

#drones 

The US Marine Corps is looking for a few good robots to build airfields 

https://www.defensenews.com/news/your-military/2026/05/08/the-us-marine-corps-is-

looking-for-a-few-good-robots-to-build-airfields/ 

Cool tech idea: Automated Expeditionary Airfield Assembly. 

 

#drones 

Addressing the limits of naval autonomy 

https://www.calibredefence.co.uk/addressing-the-limits-of-naval-autonomy/ 

 

#drones #medical 

When Ground Movement Stops and the Mission Doesn’t: Project Hermes and Drone-

Delivered Medical Resupply 

https://mwi.westpoint.edu/when-ground-movement-stops-and-the-mission-doesnt-project-

hermes-and-drone-delivered-medical-resupply/ 

 

 

 

https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/pro-iran-hacking-group-targets-234936316.html
https://securityaffairs.com/191475/security/internet-censorship-index-reveals-russias-lead-and-widespread-content-blocking.html
https://securityaffairs.com/191475/security/internet-censorship-index-reveals-russias-lead-and-widespread-content-blocking.html
https://www.nextgov.com/cybersecurity/2026/05/trump-admin-will-push-long-term-reauthorization-key-cyber-data-sharing-law/413395/?oref=ng-category-lander-top-story
https://www.nextgov.com/cybersecurity/2026/05/trump-admin-will-push-long-term-reauthorization-key-cyber-data-sharing-law/413395/?oref=ng-category-lander-top-story
https://www.britainsworld.org.uk/p/the-big-ask-15-2026
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2026/05/11/canada-eyes-turkey-as-a-fellow-mid-power-ally-in-weapons-development/
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2026/05/11/canada-eyes-turkey-as-a-fellow-mid-power-ally-in-weapons-development/
https://www.defensenews.com/news/your-military/2026/05/08/the-us-marine-corps-is-looking-for-a-few-good-robots-to-build-airfields/
https://www.defensenews.com/news/your-military/2026/05/08/the-us-marine-corps-is-looking-for-a-few-good-robots-to-build-airfields/
https://www.calibredefence.co.uk/addressing-the-limits-of-naval-autonomy/
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/when-ground-movement-stops-and-the-mission-doesnt-project-hermes-and-drone-delivered-medical-resupply/
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/when-ground-movement-stops-and-the-mission-doesnt-project-hermes-and-drone-delivered-medical-resupply/
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#drones #Russia-Ukraine War 

Ukraine Built an Automated Turret That Shoots Fiber-

Optic Drones on the Front 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/ukraine-built-an-

automated-turret 
 

AI-enabled, low ammo use, effective - cool tech. 

 

  
#drones #Russia-Ukraine War 

Vampire bomber drone rescues two Ukrainian soldiers from Russian captivity 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/05/11/8034205/ 

Now that's a new drone function... 

 

#Indo-Pacific #warfare 

Before the Invasion: The PRC’s Most Valuable Strategy 

https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2026/04/30/before_the_invasion_the_prcs_most_val

uable_strategy_1179663.html 

Attack the family front! 

 

#information operations #Russia-Ukraine War 

Russia turns to AI propaganda videos amid slow battlefield progress 

https://tvpworld.com/93192730/cognitive-warfare-russia-deploys-ai-to-fake-battlefield-gains-

in-ukraine 

“Cognitive warfare.” 

 

#intelligence 

The Intelligence Commissioner's lock and key 

https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/the-intelligence-commissioners-lock 

 

#land warfare 

The Fight Before the Fight: The Painful Work of Uncoiling Divisions for Large-Scale Combat 

Operations 

As the Canadian Army builds combat divisions: https://mwi.westpoint.edu/the-fight-before-

the-fight-the-painful-work-of-uncoiling-divisions-for-large-scale-combat-operations/ 

 

#legal 

The method in Iran’s madness? Closure of Strait of Hormuz echoes a centuries-old Danish 

play − and is a tragedy for the world order 

https://theconversation.com/the-method-in-irans-madness-closure-of-strait-of-hormuz-echoes-

a-centuries-old-danish-play-and-is-a-tragedy-for-the-world-order-281961 

 

Macdonald-Laurier Institute, 14 May 2026 

In Canadian coal: From dirty secret to critical mineral, Energy Program Director Heather 

Exner-Pirot examines how Canada’s approach to metallurgical coal is increasingly 

disconnected from economic and geopolitical reality. 

https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/ukraine-built-an-automated-turret
https://www.wesodonnell.com/p/ukraine-built-an-automated-turret
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/05/11/8034205/
https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2026/04/30/before_the_invasion_the_prcs_most_valuable_strategy_1179663.html
https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2026/04/30/before_the_invasion_the_prcs_most_valuable_strategy_1179663.html
https://tvpworld.com/93192730/cognitive-warfare-russia-deploys-ai-to-fake-battlefield-gains-in-ukraine
https://tvpworld.com/93192730/cognitive-warfare-russia-deploys-ai-to-fake-battlefield-gains-in-ukraine
https://wesleywark.substack.com/p/the-intelligence-commissioners-lock
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/the-fight-before-the-fight-the-painful-work-of-uncoiling-divisions-for-large-scale-combat-operations/
https://mwi.westpoint.edu/the-fight-before-the-fight-the-painful-work-of-uncoiling-divisions-for-large-scale-combat-operations/
https://theconversation.com/the-method-in-irans-madness-closure-of-strait-of-hormuz-echoes-a-centuries-old-danish-play-and-is-a-tragedy-for-the-world-order-281961
https://theconversation.com/the-method-in-irans-madness-closure-of-strait-of-hormuz-echoes-a-centuries-old-danish-play-and-is-a-tragedy-for-the-world-order-281961
https://pyvpu-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/click/1feb4ea4e6f4d5c8/1feb4ea4e6f491e1
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#maritime security #legal 

Could Russia Follow the “Hormuz Playbook” in the Baltic and Black Seas? 

https://warontherocks.com/could-russia-follow-the-hormuz-playbook-in-the-baltic-and-black-

seas/ 

The Baltic - the SLOC for Canada's brigade group in Latvia. 

 

#medical 

Royal Navy achieves milestone with first sea trials of NavyPODS 

https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2026/05/royal-navy-achieves-milestone-with-first-

sea-trials-of-navypods/ 

The Royal Naval Medical Service tested the containerised medical mission module Medical 

NavyPODS at sea onboard ice patrol ship HMS PROTECTOR.  Who in the CAF is looking at 

containerized seagoing medical capability?  RCN, CJFC? 

 

#Royal Canadian Air Force 

Are The Snowbirds Dead? (Not Yet) 

https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/are-the-snowbirds-dead-not-yet 

 

#Royal Canadian Air Force #drones 

Air Force MQ-9 downs aerial targets with cheap air-to-air missiles 

https://www.defenseone.com/defense-systems/2026/05/air-force-missiles-reaper-

drones/413469/ 

One can take it that everything is always being considered but for now the RCAF is not 

currently under contract to purchase air-to-air weapons for the CQ9B RPAS. 

 

#Royal Canadian Navy 

National Post: Vice-Admiral Topshee To Be Next Vice-Chief Of The Defence Staff, Rear-

Admiral Charlebois To Take Over As CRCN 

https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/national-post-vice-admiral-topshee 

 

#Russia 

Russian Military Structural Changes 

https://twomarines.substack.com/p/creation-of-russian-strategic-reserves 

Russia, like Canada, is implementing a more division-based organization. 

 

#strategy 

Land Power: More than Simply the Element of Decision 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/land-power-more-than-simply-the-element-

of-decision/ 

 

#strategy 

A Canadian Naval Strategy Reader 

https://www.cmsn.ca/_files/ugd/0bcbee_60e6ae27c2294643853921267281ca6e.pdf 

with supporting links: https://www.cmsn.ca/rcnreview 

 

https://warontherocks.com/could-russia-follow-the-hormuz-playbook-in-the-baltic-and-black-seas/
https://warontherocks.com/could-russia-follow-the-hormuz-playbook-in-the-baltic-and-black-seas/
https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2026/05/royal-navy-achieves-milestone-with-first-sea-trials-of-navypods/
https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2026/05/royal-navy-achieves-milestone-with-first-sea-trials-of-navypods/
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/are-the-snowbirds-dead-not-yet
https://www.defenseone.com/defense-systems/2026/05/air-force-missiles-reaper-drones/413469/
https://www.defenseone.com/defense-systems/2026/05/air-force-missiles-reaper-drones/413469/
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/national-post-vice-admiral-topshee
https://twomarines.substack.com/p/creation-of-russian-strategic-reserves
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/land-power-more-than-simply-the-element-of-decision/
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/land-power-more-than-simply-the-element-of-decision/
https://www.cmsn.ca/_files/ugd/0bcbee_60e6ae27c2294643853921267281ca6e.pdf
https://www.cmsn.ca/rcnreview
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#strategy 

Clausewitz’s Divisions: Analysis by Twos and Threes 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/clausewitzs-divisions-analysis-by-twos-

and-threes/ 

 

#warfare 

The future of war arrived. We aren’t ready. 

https://defensescoop.com/2026/05/11/the-future-of-war-arrived-we-arent-ready/ 

 

#warfare #strategy #Russia-Ukraine War #Indo-Pacific 

No Safe Rear: Ukraine, the Pacific, and the Limits of Strategic Depth 

https://mickryan.substack.com/p/no-safe-rear-ukraine-the-pacific 

 

#wargaming 

Wargaming at the Edge of Reality: What Modern Conflict Now Demands 

https://spa.com/blog/wargaming-at-the-edge-of-reality-what-modern-conflict-now-demands/ 

 

#wargaming 

Can “Armchair Strategizing” Secure  Victory from a Thousand Miles Away?  Victory from a 

Thousand Miles Away? 

Chinese perspective: https://digital-

commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1036&context=cmsi-translations 

 

#wargaming 

I’m Sorry, Dave. I’m Afraid I Can’t De-escalate: On (AI) Wargaming and Nuclear War 

https://warontherocks.com/im-sorry-dave-im-afraid-i-cant-de-escalate-on-ai-wargaming-and-

nuclear-war/ 

 

#weapons 

Update on Magellan, Hanwha, Missiles and Manufacturing Stuff 

https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/update-on-magellan-hanwha-missiles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canadian Airborne Forces Association 

  

The 'Canadian Airborne Forces Association' (CAFA) is a 

new member of CDA this year.    

 

Our association has drafted a short paper titled ‘A Case  
for Canada’s Airborne Capability' in order to try and convince the CAF leadership to start 

Odds and Sods… 

https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/clausewitzs-divisions-analysis-by-twos-and-threes/
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/clausewitzs-divisions-analysis-by-twos-and-threes/
https://defensescoop.com/2026/05/11/the-future-of-war-arrived-we-arent-ready/
https://mickryan.substack.com/p/no-safe-rear-ukraine-the-pacific
https://spa.com/blog/wargaming-at-the-edge-of-reality-what-modern-conflict-now-demands/
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1036&context=cmsi-translations
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1036&context=cmsi-translations
https://warontherocks.com/im-sorry-dave-im-afraid-i-cant-de-escalate-on-ai-wargaming-and-nuclear-war/
https://warontherocks.com/im-sorry-dave-im-afraid-i-cant-de-escalate-on-ai-wargaming-and-nuclear-war/
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/update-on-magellan-hanwha-missiles
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discussing how these capabilities could be better employed in the future force.  Contrary to 

what some might think, there is still a viable role for Airborne forces in modern warfare as 

almost every military force in the world will attest. Our paper has been posted on the CDAI 

website here: https://cdainstitute.ca/a-case-for-canadasairborne-capability/ 

 

While I am sure that all of you would learn something by reading the short paper, that is not 

what I am requesting you to do.   

 

I am actually seeking your assistance in helping me reach out to the various paratroopers in all 

of your organizations as I am sure that most associations - if not all - have parachutists 

amongst them.  Unfortunately, most of these paratroopers either do not know that CAFA exists 

or have lost contact with us.  As such I am requesting that you forward this email to all your 

members so potentially those who are paratroopers can see our paper and also see our new 

website and potentially join our association:   https://www.canadianairborneforces.ca/ 

 

I am happy to receive comments from any of your paratroopers (or anyone else who might be 

so inclined to write) about our paper at rbewing1961@gmail.com 

 

Thank you 

Ex Coelis / Pro Patria 

Colonel (Retired) Bruce Ewing 

President CAFA 

 

DATUM Introduces Strike-Capable Sinarit XLUUV 

 

https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2026/05/datum-

introduces-strike-capable-sinarit-xluuv/ 

 

If this concept is developed into an operational 

capability, it is going to add to the challenges of theatre 

anti-submarine warfare.  Some of the lessons of history  

(e.g., area cueing) could well be relevant. 

 

 

Department of National Defence/Canadian Coast Guard, Government of Canada, News 

Release: The CCGS Naalak Nappaaluk officially joins the Canadian Coast Guard fleet, 

12 May 2026, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia  

  

On this day, the Canadian Coast Guard officially welcomed Canadian Coast Guard Ship 

(CCGS) Naalak Nappaaluk to its fleet at the Bedford Institute of Oceanography in 

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. The Honourable Lena Diab, Minister of Immigration, Refugees and 

Citizenship, alongside vessel sponsor Qiallak Nappaaluk, the crew and community members, 

participated in the traditional breaking of a ceremonial bottle upon the ship’s bow. 

  

Built in Canada at Seaspan’s Vancouver Shipyards, the CCGS Naalak Nappaaluk becomes 

the largest science vessel in the Government of Canada’s fleet and will support science 

https://cdainstitute.ca/a-case-for-canadasairborne-capability/
mailto:rbewing1961@gmail.com
https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2026/05/datum-introduces-strike-capable-sinarit-xluuv/
https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2026/05/datum-introduces-strike-capable-sinarit-xluuv/


17 

 

missions on Canada’s Atlantic coast. This vessel will allow the Canadian Coast Guard to 

support scientists from Fisheries and Oceans Canada and Natural Resources Canada with safe, 

modern, and Canadian-made equipment. With the Atlantic Ocean home to some of the richest 

marine ecosystems in the world, Canada’s ability to study and manage these waters is more 

important than ever. 

  

The CCGS Naalak Nappaaluk, an Offshore Oceanographic Science Vessel, will support 

important ocean research, conduct critical missions, and improve Canada’s understanding of 

the Atlantic and Arctic Oceans. The data and samples collected onboard this vessel will 

advance Canada’s domestic and international commitments to advance the sustainable 

management of our oceans. 

  

This vessel was built under the National Shipbuilding Strategy (NSS), the Government of 

Canada’s commitment to renew its federal fleets while revitalizing Canada’s marine industry 

and creating middle-class jobs and maximizing economic benefits across the country. 

 

Quick Facts 

  

• The CCGS Naalak Nappaaluk is named after Nunavik elder Naalak Nappaaluk (1928-

2010) who was known for his vast knowledge of animals, weather patterns, the sea and 

even the night sky. Nappaaluk was a skilled and respected community builder and 

harvester devoted to preserving and passing on the Inuit language, culture and 

knowledge of the natural world was preserved and passed on to future generations. 

 

• The CCGS Naalak Nappaaluk will support the Government of Canada’s 

oceanographic science research for the next 30 years and beyond, as the Canadian 

Coast Guard’s primary east coast ocean science research vessel. It can accommodate 

up to 34 crew and 26 scientists and will be stationed at the Bedford Institute of 

Oceanography in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. 

 

Institute for the Study of War (ISW), Special Report, May 5 2026: Russia’s Resettlement 

Strategy in Occupied Ukraine 

 

Russia is engaged in a deliberate, sophisticated, and systematic campaign to repopulate 

occupied areas of Ukraine with Russian citizens as part of a broader effort to consolidate 

control and forcibly integrate these territories into the Russian state. This campaign has 

accelerated over the past year as the occupation has become increasingly formalized through 

administrative and bureaucratic mechanisms. Russian authorities are pursuing repopulation 

through several pseudo-legal pathways — most notably the selective weaponization of Russian 

property law, “ownerless” housing seizures, and state-backed financial incentives designed to 

make relocation attractive and legally frictionless for Russians looking to relocate.  

 

Repopulation is also an economic instrument: Moscow is relying on imported Russian labor, 

civil servants, and private investment to operate institutions, fill staffing shortages, and sustain 

occupation-led development projects throughout occupied Ukraine. Russia’s overarching 

strategic objective is to engineer a demographic reality in occupied Ukraine by making 
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occupied territories appear intrinsically Russian, thereby entrenching occupation governance 

and complicating any future reintegration into Ukraine. 

 

Russia has now occupied about 20 percent of Ukraine for over four years. These four years 

have granted Moscow time and space to solidify its control over occupied territories using a 

variety of military, social, economic, political, legal, and bureaucratic mechanisms. Perhaps one 

of the most tangible examples of Russia’s occupation strategy in Ukraine is the apparent 

intensification of the campaign to repopulate occupied areas of Ukraine with Russian citizens 

from Russia. This campaign is critical to Moscow’s effort to “Russify” occupied Ukraine — 

forcibly remaking occupied areas in Russia’s own image. 

 

Russia’s 2022 invasion, occupation, and annexation of Ukraine provided Moscow with 

significantly more Ukrainian land to repopulate, including several densely populated 

coastal areas on the Azov and Black seas such as Mariupol, Berdyansk, Henichesk, and 

Skadovsk. Russia has clearly been implementing a refined Crimea-type repopulation model in 

territories occupied since 2022, using an integrated combination of housing policy and real 

estate law, employment and economic opportunities, and supplementary demographic 

manipulations to forcibly change the population makeup of occupied Ukraine in Moscow’s 

favor. The Russian plans to effectively import Russians to occupied Ukraine are clear, even in 

the open source. The Russian federal Unified Institute for Spatial Planning (EIPP) and Russian 

development corporation VEB.RF, for example, developed joint plans in March 2026 to resettle 

roughly 114,000 Russians in occupied Ukraine by 2045, and highlighted the development of 

residential and economic infrastructure as catalyzers of such a significant scope of Russian 

migration to occupied Ukraine. 

 

Full Report in: https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russias-resettlement-

strategy-in-occupied-

ukraine/?utm_source=constantcontact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=russiasresettleme

ntstrategy 

 

Naval Association of Canada (NAC) News, 01-13 May 2026, Selected Information 

 

Canada 

Canada to pick between Swedish and U.S. radar planes to protect its skies 

 

Canadian Armed Forces: A Wishlist for the Future RCN  

 

Caring for the fallen: A new volunteer program to maintain war graves in Canada 

 

AI Reconstruction of The Halifax Disaster: Canada's Deadliest Explosion  

 

From Keel to Capability Seaspan’s Blueprint for Canadian Shipbuilding 

 

Hanwha Defence Canada:  A Strategic Industrial Partner for Canda’s Submarine Program & 

Beyond 

 

https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russias-resettlement-strategy-in-occupied-ukraine/?utm_source=constantcontact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=russiasresettlementstrategy
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russias-resettlement-strategy-in-occupied-ukraine/?utm_source=constantcontact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=russiasresettlementstrategy
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russias-resettlement-strategy-in-occupied-ukraine/?utm_source=constantcontact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=russiasresettlementstrategy
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russias-resettlement-strategy-in-occupied-ukraine/?utm_source=constantcontact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=russiasresettlementstrategy
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=CyncaZkh6sbAAc4Cl37P%2beso11%2fezkuPNJVyU8Tz8ms9YdQnHA%2fE2KgYcMMnpFTQ%2bffdJ2HC6rvA1BWD4kcQXu%2fPiz5%2f6ul4lS%2fTmB3wtWk%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=D78aLsiopnROC3JeB9nYiPo4P6sln0b0oUEPnIcu0PEYb0SNI93SUh4llFrmO4ka46yjlWB75NoaI5fVlWs1VHlfwR0qQo9%2buJT9RrAGVF4%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=LJP1mpFm0013doiD9jGMYzGTOmEWMlBlHivrPCRBdNEeghk1OOHupnQCqP3CKm4RL7J4MTt8PCMncYnmsYL%2ffMbCVKKf34RRZ%2fUIxgENspE%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=EIeTML0VU4CbZ652aNRvbZHPJ7Ku29%2fSrPYs0XPQQ0A38j4n92cDdQTiVDbkI65%2fDGHgwZLsTY41v9slFsI4lPPOzLztFvOpTS33AaL%2bxVw%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=pFkyIY%2fbcQnU%2bQbomcmeZN%2fmJYx22nwVRxhs6p%2fa5ycqoQQy9ff26l9N3hojcJgEDpK5OAKbGS7pik9dg15YcJta1r1UoWCwQOXdUd%2f1eW4%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=dS82Q7A12XPm1eo2YZSlUOBNU%2fRQZVoXhWGzuNj%2b1XfSy9N%2fbyv6UnwDkEHmLMoO3UxBCarRrTiBp%2bh%2b%2fJ9jNW46ezgjZaa85JTlcDvMg4g%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=dS82Q7A12XPm1eo2YZSlUOBNU%2fRQZVoXhWGzuNj%2b1XfSy9N%2fbyv6UnwDkEHmLMoO3UxBCarRrTiBp%2bh%2b%2fJ9jNW46ezgjZaa85JTlcDvMg4g%3d
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Royal Canadian Navy commemorates 81st Anniversary of the Battle of the Atlantic  

 

TKMS and GDMS–Canada to Establish Arctic Sentinel 

 

 

The World 

Aggression against Iran negatively affecting Caspian Sea — Lavrov 

 

Almost 1,600 vessels stuck near Strait of Hormuz — CNN 

 

Aussie firm commissions first US export of drone submarine 

 

China's Naval Drills Show Growing Focus on Capturing Taiwan 

 

Dutch Alkmaar-class vessel to boost Ukraine’s mine countermeasures 

 

South Korea Launches ROKS Jeju Frigate With Advanced Air Defense and Strike 

Capabilities 

 

Italy approves free transfer of Garibaldi aircraft carrier to Indonesia after final parliamentary 

vote 

 

10 European Allies Agree on Joint Naval Force to Deter Russia in Northern Waters 

 

Precision Bombing 

 

F/A-18 Super Hornet Drops Bombs Down Smoke Stacks 

Of Iranian Tankers Running Blockade 

  
 

https://www.twz.com/news-features/f-a-18-super-hornet-drops-bombs-down-smoke-stacks-of-

iranian-tankers-running-blockade 

 

“These (weapons) can utilize high-explosive bomb bodies or inert ones for desired effects, 

with the latter being most probable in this case.” 

 

Firing inert rounds (‘blind loaded plug’ for those who remember their 3"/70 days) from a gun 

at a rudder or engine room is old stuff.  Dropping laser-guided inert bombs ‘into’ a funnel (that 

may be headline editor's/writer's language, as the video look like hits on the funnel) is another 

level. 

 

Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) International Outlook, 01-13 May 2026 

Selected Information 

 

Canada  

“China, India among countries active in foreign interference and spying in Canada, CSIS 

https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=5kO%2bKDf5WdaSGs%2fU9hQa1yuCCcmMzCvasfHMnjaLrk%2b%2bRz7h%2fopGpwzf64qASdwwqCXrhjdjbzuf0lKRi79UtnYEhBPlIy29nl3ocF3dyzI%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=ER5FwFAOZJP1ZYUySUmr%2bc3c%2fbGyPrsRzzfS6wiju2ARoKp0WLRu1O%2bdNfe0Pc7Gt7GDacVXaAZ5pfUbsLn7Cj6XhkwRkZGWw6sTX20sU%2bw%3d
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https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=00QsNV4opzAdqwQf%2fiO4fTXNqiGVJu0tQYX9VLJEdAC2iq%2f7yRZWFrN1BW6QGUqhJzpol5%2bkmgjPYFAOltUit9Znos%2fw2T%2bDWzdAmRnjDQE%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=g7IjShkQLTNPmjJzCRveMx5cwVK5P%2bs%2fJPsiyvq28Cf1RYZd9FADnFNt4z02eglMljnuPktp4nHY5oXI5YpM4pIGvJ51Cmnf8qP2N8r%2bCR4%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=gheWfp4jtNC4YmD5VL07upmWIbdkNXcgMSYQKk%2fq%2bEqa7sWSUKy1dvOyH%2fwyk11tCesX8lrjRIbcvieqlKhwrOqQQqv1D%2flESmL6xYxSFCw%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=6bEewQmD2eyejA61MvLBEMvFfEQvP6TzPvtdhGqTRK84ADf9WmUgWXd2nt8y1PgKFjZe44xMj9pMbq1HCOeOGvNYwSjrNJr31BYueg%2fDcTI%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=5Aiu4Ist0uqLW1Jq6UluOfZETXTPKBsCyJZnTotxT0hNKnaU2RFObNMnezDAM1HCNGRS%2f%2b5m%2baUAHjDX6xyp%2bt0NsXoKo1mwuxmB9GV1fIE%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=5Aiu4Ist0uqLW1Jq6UluOfZETXTPKBsCyJZnTotxT0hNKnaU2RFObNMnezDAM1HCNGRS%2f%2b5m%2baUAHjDX6xyp%2bt0NsXoKo1mwuxmB9GV1fIE%3d
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https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=XVWnYh9EI7fw0p%2bmSlHOql3YfDneCaUjuE4Xm2SgpzDebQSSxlegluNbL3TMHZSpjDSIyRZQ02222%2bkVHpf%2b6DBEv2h2V5NSqAfumqflXkw%3d
https://nac-o.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=cav9hmGebn6RwN%2bjz4ke97i3YfZ5CLrEjlor1ag%2fr5DUpgkpPrqgy7JGg5ekGAZ1c2cXpufMBhIPm9cBVTQrLiEUwBhGV09XHSFtGW4CNNI%3d
https://www.twz.com/news-features/f-a-18-super-hornet-drops-bombs-down-smoke-stacks-of-iranian-tankers-running-blockade
https://www.twz.com/news-features/f-a-18-super-hornet-drops-bombs-down-smoke-stacks-of-iranian-tankers-running-blockade
https://app.cyberimpact.com/redirect?ct=eXMBnb7cqpP7sV6SN65WZODYdQmmrbNPGxPnUhtewnF8egTNL48EcwfygIPh8o6hYS12WjqAfgMh01utmmbpr1XTVplt7drYuvhFQnYAp04fiCF_QH4phj_RFQkt_4gIItMysuqKdASW4ZCd6gl8Cw~~
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says”  

 

“Canada joins European summit in Armenia as leaders confront security challenges” 
 

“First of Canadian Coast Guard’s New Arctic-Offshore Patrol Ships Launched” 

 

"Foreign actors exploiting Alberta separatist debate to stoke discord, researchers say" 

 

 “Ottawa to pull plug on Arctic naval facility” 

 

The World 

“Global hunger report warns of rising malnutrition and famine risks” 

 

Japan / Philippines: “Japan and Philippines agree to weapons pact talks as China’s ‘coercive 

activities’ cause alarm” 

 

North Korea: “North Korea formally drops goal of reuniting with South”; and 

“North Korea reaps huge economic boost from Ukraine war” 

 

Norway: “Norwegian government attacked over decision to reopen North Sea gasfields” 

 

United Arab Emirates: “U.A.E. leaving OPEC amid Middle East energy supply crunch” 

 

United States / Iran: "US clears $8.6 billion arms sales to Middle East countries, 'waiving' 

congressional review” 

 

Ukraine's Sport Plane Drone Bombers Are Tough 

Birds 

  

https://www.trenchart.us/p/ukraines-sport-plane-drone-

bombers 

  

The picture says it all... 
 

 

Veterans Affairs Canada: Salute! April 2026 

Latest issue in: https://www.veterans.gc.ca/en/news-and-media/salute/april-2026 
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Issues to Watch 

 

The US-Iran-Israel War is at a stand still with neither side willing to show a reasonable 

level of interest in a just peace. 

The US government actions regarding Cuba. This is ongoing and without a good ending. 

Trump’s visit to Beijing will have overall consequences around the globe. There are many 

possibilities for an outcome, however not all the possibilities are good. 

 

Russia-Ukraine is undergoing a serious change with Ukraine gaining ascendency with that 

country recovering a further 100 + km2 in April 2026. The drone war will continue, however 

Russia appears to be on the wane. Russia is alleged to have amassed 100k+ troops around 

Pokrovsk and is expected to launch a major assault in the near future. 

South China Seas are an ongoing problem with China using its vastly larger naval forces to 

impose itself on the legal territory of other nations. This is not going to improve in the near 

term. 

 

Mali is in danger of falling to Islamist forces as the Russian Africa Corps bravely runs away. 

There is a possibility of a 54th nation in Africa formed by the Touareg people, a nomadic 

desert tribe. Islamists may be confident enough to take on other recently created 

dictatorships in the Sahel. This is an ongoing and persistent problem. 

 

O Canada 

Congratulations to Vice Admiral Angus Topshee on his new appointment as the Vice Chief 

of Defence Staff. Rear Admiral Dan Charlevois has been appointed as the newest 

Commander of the Royal Canadian Navy. 

Special Note: The current Canadian Government has signed an agreement to allow for 

coordination and liaison with the Communist Chinese Party’s Police force. The Government 

has failed to give details to the opposition parties. In keeping with last noted comments, this 

is an incredibly bad idea given China’s interference over decades in real terms. Someone 

should lose their job for this. China is not a friend. It is a very nasty adversary, and this 

should have been stopped. 

In keeping with looking at potential problems with various groups in Canada. Although these 

will encompass Canadian citizens, they can also bring conflicts from their original countries 

here to Canada. We have seen a rise in violence particularly against the Jewish community. 

In particular. It is mainly from the Middle Eastern community but certainly not exclusively 

that community alone. Right wing extremists have also taken advantage of the situation to 

push their agenda. The CSIS Report Public Report 2024 states: 

“Violent extremism, whether it is religiously, ideologically, or politically motivated, 

continues to pose a significant threat to Canada’s national security. The overall 

violent extremist threat to Canada has remained at a heightened level, as online 

radicalization has contributed to an increased number of extremists mobilizing to 

violence, some of whom are youth. Monitoring, investigating, and mitigating these 

serious threats are a key priority for CSIS and its national security partners.” 

 During the past eleven years, prior to the restrictions on immigration by the current 

government, large numbers of people were allowed to enter Canada under a variety of 

SAC Notes 
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programs most notably the Temporary Foreign Workers, the International student program 

and a relatively generous refugee program. It led to nearly a million persons per year 

entering the country. According to GAC sources, security and medical standards were 

downplayed and the benefit of the doubt was given to folks from countries that were in 

turmoil. Often these screenings were conducted by non-Canadian third parties who were less 

than adequate for the task assigned to conduct these screenings. Security screenings in 

particular were conducted using the best information available but affected governments or 

locations were often unable to adequately provide the screening that was really essential. 

 Canada has a history of benign neglect regarding various insurgent groups. These groups 

have over time participated in Canadian political parties or provided economic and financial 

support to these parties. Groups such as the “Tamil Tigers” from Sri Lanka, the Khalistani 

Separatist movement from Punjab in India and the pro-Palestinian movement more recently. 

These are in fact examples of foreign affairs that are also a major internal security threat that 

has been ignored. As mentioned last time, Canada has not even bothered to set up a foreign 

agent registry. 

 The bottom line is that Canada has not taken its internal security measures seriously. In the 

cases mentioned they are in fact a form of foreign interference which has brought us such 

events as the Air India disaster or the more recent series of anti-Semitic violence around the 

nation based on a major misinformation campaign favouring the Palestinians based on 

falsehoods. It is a dangerous problem needing a serious response. 

  

United States 

The mercurial decisions and comments from the regime have led to world-wide confusion 

and chaos especially in terms of the Middle East. The Iran war has shown the US regime to 

be incompetent and their decisions poor. They left a very obvious problem unplanned for 

despite the US military advising about the Straits of Hormuz. The US military is not the 

problem, but they are stretched beyond reason. 

This conflict has created conditions for long term economic and financial issues around the 

world. It has put US allies in the Gulf under fire with severe damage to infrastructure and 

their reputation as stable entities for the international community. 

Cuba also remains a major sore within the Caribbean with ongoing comments from the 

Trump regime. 

Major institutions that have provided the “gold standard” for justice, international relations, 

trade commerce have been badly tarnished. 

Most importantly, the US has lost its reputation for trust. The regime has attacked its allies 

and enemies alike with the nation’s enemies getting better deals. The regime has achieved 

American isolation. It will take years for the US to regain the world’s confidence. 

 

Moldova 

Moldova has been my “canary in the coal mine” in regard to Russia’s progress towards 

Ukraine, other former Soviet Republics and the EU and Europe in general. Even as late as 

last fall, Moldova’s future potentially looked bleak and subject to Russian disinformation, 

economic coercion, energy supply issues and even low-level insurgent efforts by pro-

Russian elements within the country. Certainly, the efforts of the “Shor Party” of the 

convicted fraudster Ilan Shor was a regular feature. The situation faced by Moldova has 

changed. 
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Russia had been able to cause difficulties for Moldova since it gained independence in 1992. 

It consisted of the outcome of a short violent separatist war with Transnistria which led to a 

‘frozen conflict” situation which was used from time to time to cause problems. Moldova 

was dependent on Russian gas flows to its only power plant found in Transnistria. Russia 

occasionally shut off the gas and because of basic structures such as a lack of a direct 

connection with the West, isolation. 

This is changing rapidly, first, Moldova entered into agreements with Romania for electrical 

power and fuel. Secondly in conjunction with the EU, new bridges were built connecting 

eleven border districts with Romania, third, the rail gauge within Moldova was switched 

from the Russian approved gauge to European gauge tracks and new trains made available. 

Fourth, new customs facilities were built which streamlined exit and entry between Moldova 

and Romania and the rest of the EU., Fifth, use of the Romanian port of Constanza which 

allowed Moldova to more easily export goods to a wider community. Sixth, roads, bridges, 

rail lines were built to NATO specifications. All of these efforts will be in place or 

completed by 2028. Most importantly, Moldova’s economy is doing much better. Even 

Transnistria’s economy has improved, with 353 M Euros in trade being conducted with the 

EU and only 21 M Euros with Russia. 

As mentioned last week, the Moldovan authorities have indicted most of Transnistria’s 

political leadership and the key leadership of Russia’s military contingent. They are now de 

facto prisoners within Transnistria. It was noted that 60%+ of the population of the 

breakaway area supported the EUPAS Party of Maia Sandu. Transnistria is not fully 

reintegrated but is likely to become a part of Moldova once again through positive actions 

and activities. Russia will fail because they have nothing to offer. 

 

Georgia 

The authorities in Georgia continue to crackdown on the opposition using the courts. Ten 

prominent activists were sentenced to prison terms for actively opposing last years on 7 May 

2026.  The municipal elections which were considered corrupted. This is an ongoing 

program to cripple opposition leadership. 

The school curriculum is being rewritten to reflect a non-western point of view. Western 

influence is considered to be corrupt from the view of the authorities. 

Chinese influence within Georgia is growing as Russia loses its ability to affect change and 

continue their overall influence. Where Russia fails, China enters. 

 

Belarus 

The only piece of interest since April is Lukashenko’s increasingly belligerent statements 

about mobilization and going to war. This has been characterised by new defensive works, 

gun positions, and new roadways along and near the Belarus Ukraine border. Mobilization 

would be a major step but so far, no real signs of a mobilization such as the call up of troops. 

The Belarus Army is about 45 to 50 k, with a smaller number of security troops and the air 

force for something under 100 k in total. It allegedly has a large reserve as well. The 

interesting piece is how reliable these reserve troops are. They come from the population that 

rose up in large numbers against the regime. The overthrow was only stopped by Russian 

security troops. Would it be logical for an unpopular regime to arm so many people who 

may choose to finish the job? The “mobilization” will likely consist of regular and security 

troops only and go through the motions of preparations. Lukashenko knows full well that it 
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is unlikely to survive an actual real mobilization. 

 

Iran-US-Israel Conflict 

The Straits of Hormuz remain essentially closed although there is the occasional ship that 

turns off its indicator and lights and sails past. Iran has realized that Hormuz is really its only 

real leverage.  Iran has been able to seize a ship or two using large numbers of speedboats to 

affect the capture. The US has blockaded Iranian ports and has attacked Iranian ships with 

considerable success as well, but the bottom line remains that Iran controls the straits. 

Negotiations have been ongoing but produce little but deadlock. The last offer from Iran was 

for reparations for damages plus recognition of Iran’s sovereignty over the straits and thus 

unacceptable to the US. Israel has remained in the talks. It has its own plans to deal with 

Hezbollah and Hamas. Israel wants both groups disarmed before any peace as per the 

original negotiated peace deal. 

Israel is alleged to be planning and preparing a major incursion into Gaza in the near term. It 

is continuing to attack Hezbollah in Southern Lebanon including bombings inside 

Beirut.  The US has provided de facto top cover for Israeli actions. Israel has managed to 

keep most of the operations relatively quiet due to the American effort in Iran. 

The sailing flotilla sent to break the Israeli blockade was stopped near Crete. The event was 

relatively a non event, again due to more attention upon Iran and the US. 

 

Ukraine-Russia Conflict 

The war continues but not the way it was. There is still attrition, but it is now mainly Russian 

attrition. At one point it has reached 27:1 Russian fatalities to Ukrainian fatalities with 80 % 

being killed by drones. Ukraine’s drone forces have proven more adaptable and in large 

numbers with new capabilities every 10 to 12 days. Russia uses centralized massed produced 

drones that remain the same even after Ukraine develops countermeasures. Targeting is 

different as discussed before with the Russians concentrating on non-military targets for their 

medium to long range drones and missiles. Short range drones are used against military 

targets. Ukraine has been very deliberate in their attacks that directly affect Russia’s ability 

to support their forces and economic targets of consequence. Ukraine’s efforts have made a 

difference. 

Despite recent losses, Russia has amassed over 100 k troops near Pokrovsk according to 

ISW. A major Russian offensive is expected to break the fortress city line, whether it is 

successful is quite another question. 

The Russian economy is unable to sustain the war even according to Russian sources. 

Essentially the economy is bankrupt with little hope of recovery until the war ends, sanctions 

are lifted and war damage to major industries has been repaired. It is evident that President 

Putin is in a different world and does not understand the current gravity of the situation 

throughout Russia. The ruble, while technically all right and maintaining its value in the near 

term, has been mainly buoyed by “interesting” accounting rather than actual value. The 

Russian government has been forced to “rob” personal bank accounts in order to find money. 

The war is costing 40%+ of Russia’s GDP and it is not sustainable in the long term or even 

the short term. Sanctions have worked and sanction suspension to alleviate the current Iran 

conflict’s effect on the oil industry have been largely offset by Ukraine’s crippling of the 

overall ability of that industry to process, transport, refine and ship the finished product 

Storage and shipping hubs have been badly damaged and up to 40% of the shipping capacity 
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has been lost. 

Militarily, Russia has lost more terrain than it has captured last month with over 100 km2 

being recovered by Ukraine. Russia has made no appreciable gains for over two months and 

yet casualties in April reached over 35 killed, wounded or missing, Russian recruiting now 

falls well below the replacement level. The Russian Army is gradually decreasing in size. 

Equipment replacement is even in worse shape as more than 40 k armoured vehicles have 

been destroyed, captured or beyond repair or recovery. One estimate of tank production is 

now somewhere around 300 per year of all types including the modern version of the T 90, 

newest versions of the T 80 and modernized versions of the T 72B series. The exact numbers 

are unknown, but Russia cannot build up let alone fight a war at present. 

It is time to consider what can happen if there is a coup? Who holds the nuclear weapons, 

who will be in control, how much opposition is still out there facing the new regime? Who 

takes orders from who? How much of an economic basket case is Russia going to be? What 

industries can be re-rolled to civil production? Russia is badly damaged; it will take a 

generation or more to recover if they can. In the meantime, there are several countries that 

may try to take advantage of the situation. Russia’s Far East is under populated and resource 

rich with a voracious China displaying maps with Russian territory marked as China. Russia 

is in a bad place. 

 

China 

The real issue with China from a Western point of view is its opacity. In recent years, 

China under the Communist Chinese Party (CCP) has cracked down on Western reporters 

and local reporters hired by Western outlets. As a result, information is always somewhat 

dubious. The figures for virtually everything is all based on whether one is willing to trust 

official sources. 

As I have read more from various sources including English language media from India, 

Japan the Philippines, Taiwan and various VLOGGERs from across the spectrum all have 

now raised concerns about the validity and veracity of official figures. It appears that the 

Chinese method of gaining is to receive information from each level and then collating it at 

the next level. By itself quite reasonable. The economic, demographic, deaths during the 

pandemic etc. are now questionable although key Western publications are forced to use 

these “official” figures or be cut out. 

The closest way I have found to look at this issue is the old mess game of “Liar’s Dice.” The 

game relies on each player to sell the contents of the box and to the next player. The exact 

contents of the box are usually a little bit vague to say the least. Lies help and so it continues 

until someone calls the last player out and the contents are revealed. Someone always loses. 

It is the same in China; each level passes the information up often knowing the information 

is “adjusted” to meet the expectations of the next level. It has generally worked well, but 

every so often it gets called out. 

China’s three pillars of the economy are all in difficulty. Property development is a disaster, 

filled with projects of dubious need such as the huge high speed train network or unused 

airports in small bankrupt provinces or the 80 M housing units that are unfilled. 

The export market has been generally good, but the profit margin is low, and accusations of 

over capacity are now causing others to impose tariffs whether the US or the European 

Union. Friend-shoring of factories is also now biting into the economy, leaving Chinese 

workers unemployed or underemployed. The exact level of these changes is not known, but 
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it is likely these figures will be adjusted to meet the needs of the CCP. Labour unrest is 

increasing and anti-CCP demonstrations are occurring at the local level. 

Consumer purchases are the last pillar. China is not doing well, wealth at the middle-class 

level has been impacted by failed property development investments, bank failures, business 

failures, unemployment have all led to most Chinese to save as opposed to consume thus 

supporting the economy. 

China continues to cause issues with virtually all its neighbours whether India, or its 

neighbours in the Yellow Sea, East China Sea, and the South China Sea.  It continues to 

supply Russia with material for production of its weapons systems. It is now supplying Iran 

with satellite imagery of US and allied bases and equipment. Yet it has developed an 

appearance of being above the fray. It is doing its best to be an imperial power without 

actually causing a “shooting war” like another power. 

Canada has entered into several agreements with China recently despite these and other 

problems regarding human rights and despite the very real attacks against Canada using the 

“Three Wars Concept.” The Canadian Government has a high opinion of its ability to assess 

the reliability of China. We keep making the same mistake. We simply do not have the 

competence to deal with them as pointed out by Michael Kovrig. China cannot be trusted, it 

is not a reliable partner, and it lies about many things, so many it is hard to determine the 

real picture, but it is not a benign entity. 
 

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS) 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-

leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html

