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The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the study,
promotion and debate on defence, security, and safety issues.

Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media by the
Institute. Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches but may be
unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada.

Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in Dispatches.
Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.
Email to RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.

Comments to articles can be from members or non-members of RUSI(NS). Any comment in
Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author and does not necessarily represent the views of the
Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia, the Department of National Defence or other
government department, the Canadian Armed Forces, or the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or
other agency.

If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), please
inform RUSI(NS). Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting RUSI(NS).

LAST WEEK IN CANADIAN HISTORY

e On 19 May 1845, the HMS Erebus with its sister ship HMS Terror sailed out of the
river Thames, carrying 128 officers and men under the command of Sir John
Franklin. Their mission was to locate and transit the fabled Northwest Passage, the
long-sought pathway from Atlantic to Pacific through Canada’s ice-strewn Arctic
inlets. It would take until September 2014, a search team to find wreck of Erebus,
sitting in just 11 meters (36 feet) of water. Two years later, another team found the
almost-pristine wreck of Terror, in deeper water 30 miles from its companion.

e On 21 May 1939, King George VI unveils the National War Memorial, known as “The
Response” in Ottawa. In his address to an estimated 100,000 persons who gathered to
witness the ceremony, King George spoke of the symbolism of the memorial and the
sacrifice to which it was dedicated: “The memorial speaks to her world of Canada’s
heart.”

e On 22 May 1931, the HMCS Saguenay is commissioned at Portsmouth - one of the first
ships built for the RCN. The Captain was Commander Percy Nelles, a member of the
original cohort of cadets who had entered in CGS Canada in 1909.

The next issue will be on 12 June 2026.
Other editorial comments as desired.
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Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media

You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook
accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com. Preferably, send the material ready to post. We
are still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them
active.

Writing for RUSI(NS)

The content of Dispatches and other RUSI(NS)
channels is representative of the submissions
by RUSI(NS) members. If you want more
published about certain fields and topics, you
are encouraged to submit material to
RUSIDispatches@gmail.com and
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. The public face
of RUSI(NS) is what we, the membership,
makes it.

Articles of Association of the Royal United Services
Institute of Nova Scotia

At our Annual General Meeting 12 March 2026, the Institute's Articles
were amended to change the process for proposing and seconding of
candidates to the Institute. The amended Articles, Revision 6 Amendment
3, are available to members on request to RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.
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Events

To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. RUSI(NS) events are by
invitation. If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com. RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice. Email
RUSI(NY) if there is a question of an event occurring.

RUSI (NS) Events: May-December 2026 Schedule

June - 18 June, Mr. Harvey Vardy, Director Intervention Response Atlantic Director,
in-person only, at 50 Discovery Dr, Dartmouth.
- 25 June, Summer Meet and Greet, RA Park.

July - Nil.

August - Nil

September - Army Procurement program.
October - Naval Modernization Program.

- Altn NORAD Modernization details TBC.
November - 4 November, Remembrance Dinner 2026, RA Park.
December - 10 December, Winter/Holiday Meet and Greet, RA Park.

Other Events:

New 1 June 2026, Monday: Georgetown University Wargaming Society presentation
“Five Wargames Every Force Design Process Needs.” 6-7:30 pm ET, online.

For more information and to register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/five-wargames-every-force-
design-process-needs-tickets-1986853899498

Wargaming Events: Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule:
https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/five-wargames-every-force-design-process-needs-tickets-1986853899498
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/five-wargames-every-force-design-process-needs-tickets-1986853899498
https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents
mailto:RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com

I Publications

The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest
edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To readers
of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated.

Weekly:

Naval Association of Canada

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update

Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members
News

Bi-weekly:
Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch

Monthly:

Canadian Gunner News

Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews

Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué

Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions
Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches

Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician

Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt
Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter
Veterans Affairs Canada Salute!

Quarterly:
Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter




Fulfilling The Promise of Canada: Charting a National Strategy for an

Unstable World Paperback - April 22 2026
by Charles S. Oliviero (Authar), Phil Halton (Editor)

Canada has relied for too long on comforting assumptions.
That the United States would always protect it.

That prosperity would continue without effort.

That serious geopolitical danger remained somewhere else,

Those assumptions no longer hold.

In Fulfilling the Promise of Canada, a distinguished group of military, intelligence, academic, and policy thinkers examines
FU L F I L L I N G the hard realities of an increasingly unstable world and asks what Canada must do to meet them. Covering defence policy,

air power, naval strategy, reserves, special operations, foreign intelligence, Arctic security, digital vulnerability, higher

T H E P RO MI S E education, China, Taiwan, and the future of Canada-US relations, this volume offers a wide-ranging assessment of the

country's strategic position and the choices now before it.

O F CANADA Urgent and forward-looking, Fulfilling the Promise of Canada argues that Canada cannot lead abroad unless it rebuilds

strength, seriousness, and confidence at home. This is a book about sovereignty, competence, and national renewal, and

CHARTING A NATIONAL STRATEGY
FOR AN UNSTABLE WORLD about whether Canada is prepared to match its values with the means to defend and sustain them.

Col (ret’d) ‘Chuck’ Oliviero is a member of RUSI Vancouver Island and writes that he is not
the author, despite the promo, and that all royalties are being given to RUSI (50% to RUSI VI
and 50% to RUSI NB).

“That, perhaps, is the central conclusion to which this collection leads. Canada's principal
challenge is not weakness in any simple of absolute sense. It is, rather, a challenge of
complacency, drift, and insufficient seriousness in the face of a rapidly changing world. Our
contributors, writing from different perspectives and in different areas of expertise, repeatedly
point toward the same broad truth: sovereignty, security, and national influence cannot rest on
sentiment, reputation, or inherited advantage alone. They must be grounded in capability,
preparedness, resiliency, and institutions willing to thin clearly and with purpose.”

The book is now on sale on Amazon in e-format and paperback
(https://www.amazon.ca/Fulfilling-Promise-Canada-Charting-National/dp/1998501833).

@RUSI_NS on X
@RUSI NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca.

To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS).

National Defence @NationalDefence May 21 posted:
We have begun the process of transitioning the
Nanisivik Naval Facility site out of operational use after
changes in operational needs and facility viability,
https://canada.ca/en/department-national-
defence/news/2026/05/department-of-national-defence-
to-transition-nanisivik-naval-facility-out-of-operational- ,
use.html (0 o b T

& 5 . N \ \
Developing fixed infrastructure in North/#Arctic takes time, money & setbacks. Interim, CA

I*Ishould build Arctic Mobile Bases to provide services & supplies to @RoyalCanNavy,
@CoastGuardCAN & others #NationalShipbuildingStrategy.
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NOAH @NoahGairn 21 May posted and RUSI(NS)
reposted:

Korean KSS-III Submarine Successfully

Completing Operational and Communications Exercises
With Royal Canadian Navy,
https://open.substack.com/pub/truenorthstrategicreview/p/k
orean-kss-iii-submarine-successfully

Canadian Coast Guard @CoastGuardCAN 16 May
posted:

In April, we joined forces with (@CanadianForces for
Exercise CLEARWATER in Prince Rupert,
#BritishColumbia, which included the Canadian

Rangers. Photo M@i: Avr Rebecca Mainardi

RUSI(NS) quoted:

Exercise CLEARWATER = @CanadianForces & R e oy
@CoastGuardCAN west coast exercise focused on survelllance & presence operatlons ina
joint, interagency environment to enhance coordination across land, sea and air. Prince Rupert
provided strategic setting to reinforce partnerships.

“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at
https://RUSI-NS.ca.

To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.

Republic of Korea Navy KSS-III Submarine
built by Hanwha Ocean arrives in Canada after
over 14,000 km voyage
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/republic-
of-korea-navy-kss-iii-submarine

Just because the RoK has deployed a submarine
across the North Pacific doesn't mean Canada
would. But it does prove the boat has the range to
be deployed up North.
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I Other Sources

#Arctic

Joint Statement on Arctic Security from the Arctic Allies: Canada, the Kingdom of Denmark
including Greenland and the Faroe Islands, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, and the United
States of America
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2026/05/joint-statement-on-arctic-security-
from-the-arctic-allies-canada-the-kingdom-of-denmark-including-greenland-and-the-faroe-
islands-finland-iceland-n.html

#China

PLA Reshapes Military Theory Development System for Future Warfare
https://jamestown.org/pla-reshapes-military-theory-development-system-for-future-warfare/
Note the idea of 'dissipative warfare', which emphasizes levels of energy disorder rather than
rates of material consumption.

#China #airpower

PLA Aerospace Power: A Primer on Trends in China’s Military Air, Space, and Missile
Forces 5th Edition
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/CASI/Display/Article/4500489/pla-aerospace-power-a-
primer-on-trends-in-chinas-military-air-space-and-missile/

Cyber Intelligence
Attackers hit vulnerabilities hard last year, making exploits the top entry point for breaches
https://cyberscoop.com/verizon-data-breach-investigations-report-2026/

$20 per zero-day is already the WordPress plugin reality
https://www.helpnetsecurity.com/2026/05/22/ai-wordpress-plugin-vulnerabilities/

Now hackers (or their representatives) can show up where you work.

Extortion crews are visiting law firms pretending to be tech support, FBI warns
https://www.theregister.com/security/2026/05/27/fbi-crooks-enter-legal-offices-and-steal-
data-via-usb-drive/5247212

New ransomware threat group, The Gentlemen, has become one of the most active
ransomware operators, accounting for 10% of all attacks
https://www.itpro.com/security/new-ransomware-threat-group-the-gentlemen-has-become-
one-of-the-most-active-ransomware-operators-accounting-for-10-percent-of-all-attacks

#defence policy

Pentagon gave Canada classified paper detailing defence priorities
https://globalnews.ca/news/11861674/pentagon-gave-canada-classified-paper-detailing-
defence-priorities/

#defence policy
Former budget watchdog Page says Ottawa can't rag the puck on NATO 2035 spending math
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https://www.thecanadianpressnews.ca/business/former-budget-watchdog-page-says-ottawa-
cant-rag-the-puck-on-nato-2035-spending-math/article_bdec174d-9al10-5ac6-935e-
€b92¢39¢321e.html

#defence policy

Permanent Joint Board on Defense

United States Pauses Participation in the Permanent Joint Board on Defense
https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/united-states-pauses-participation

Pausing the Permanent Joint Board on Defense Sends a Message — But Its an Intentionally
Muddled One

https://policyhawk.substack.com/p/pausing-the-permanent-joint-board

#drones

A Ukrainian ground robot defended a position from Russian
assault for six weeks g
https://www.defenseone.com/technology/2026/05/ukrainian
-ground-robot-defended-position-russian-assault-six-
weeks/413642/

#drones

Canada Considers Defense Cooperation With Tiirkiye, Wants to Buy MALE-Class Drones
From Ankara, Future Joint Weapons Projects Under Review

https://en.defence-
ua.com/industries/canada_considers_defense_cooperation_with_turkiye and wants to_buy _ma
le class drones from ankara future joint weapons projects under review-18529.html

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War
Ukrainian supply robots are blocking Russia’s plan to starve Kostiantynivka
https://euromaidanpress.com/2026/05/15/ugv-logistics/

#drones #Russia-Ukraine War #land warfare

Beyond the front line: Ukraine is deepening its drone wall
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/beyond-the-front-line-ukraine-is-deepening-its-drone-wall/
"Ukraine’s drone wall (https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/ukraines-drone-
wall-is-europes-first-line-of-defense-against-russia/) is evolving from a primarily defensive
shield along the front line into an increasingly offensive system."

#media operations
Propaganda and Conflict: War, Media and Shaping the Twentieth Century
https://dn721809.ca.archive.org/0/items/oapen-20.500.12657-53439/9781788316729.pdf

#NATO #Canadian Army

German-Netherlands Corps to take NATO command role in Estonia, Latvia
https://www.reuters.com/world/natos-german-netherlands-corps-take-command-role-estonia-
latvia-says-germany-2026-05-28/

This corps will have command of the brigade group in Latvia of which Canada is the
framework nation.
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#naval warfare #drones #command

BMT sets out how hybrid navy will transform command at sea
https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/bmt-sets-out-how-hybrid-navy-will-transform-command-at-
sea/

The lead author of the paper, “Squaring the Circle of the Hybrid Navy” is Jake Rigby, BMT's
Head of Innovation and Research. The paper was first presented at the Combined Naval Event
2026. The paper is available on request to RUSI(NS).

#planning

How Does the US Military Come Up with Operation Names, Anyway?
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/how-does-us-military-come-up-with-operation-names-
anyway-ps-051626

Canadian/NATO convention is one word for operation names, two for exercises.

#Royal Canadian Air Force

AEW&Canadian

https://philippelagasse.substack.com/p/aew-and-canadian

The Government of Canada selects preferred supplier for Airborne Early Warning and Control
discussions, https://www.truenorthstrategicreview.ca/p/the-government-of-canada-selects

#Royal Canadian Navy #shipbuilding

Dry dock to support construction of US Navy's future ballistic missile submarines
https://www.bairdmaritime.com/work-boat-world/other-workboats/vessel-review-atlas-dry-
dock-to-support-construction-of-us-navys-future-ballistic-missile-submarines

Yes, a nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine is bigger than a diesel-electric attack
submarine like Canada is looking to procure, and in this case it is construction that the dry
dock is for (Canada will be maintaining, not building, its new subs), but the article does cue
the thought of what marine infrastructure and particularly dry docks Canada may need in
addition to what it already has for its new boats.

#Royal Canadian Navy #shipbuilding

Naval Large Tugs Update
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/dnd-mdn/documents/mej/45-130-maritime-engineering-
journal-115.pdf

#Russia-Ukraine War #warfare

Ukraine and the Problem of Restoring Maneuver in Contemporary War
https://understandingwar.org/research/future-of-war/ukraine-and-the-problem-of-restoring-
maneuver-in-contemporary-war/

#wargaming
How the Russian General Staff Conducts Wargames
https://www.saratoga-foundation.org/p/new-report-how-the-russian-general

#wargaming #procurement

Acquisition Reform Needs Its Own Wargame
https://warontherocks.com/cogs-of-war/acquisition-reform-needs-its-own-wargame/

"A recurring wargame series tied to the annual budget submission would give Congress an
empirical scorecard for reforms already on the books, not only guidance for reforms not yet
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written. The missing piece is running a game in which acquisition choices and policy changes
shape what forces have available when the shooting starts, so the next reform proposal lands
on a staffer’s desk with a number rather than an assertion."

A US relevant article but maybe its recommendations could be applicable to Parliament? The
Canadian Joint Warfare Centre has a wargaming section. Whether they game budgets and
acquisition is unknown. Does any department/agency game budgets and acquisition?

I Odds and Sods...

MESSAGE THE MINISTER OF

FROM NATIONAL DEFENCE
The Honourable David McGuinty

During my first year as Minister of National Defence, I have had the privilege of seeing
firsthand the extraordinary work of the Defence Team. I am deeply proud of all that you have
accomplished, and I want to thank every one of you-members of the Canadian Armed Forces,
Canadian Coast Guard personnel, and National Defence public service employees-for your
service to Canada.

Over the past year, you have delivered exceptional results across every domain, often under
demanding conditions and always with professionalism, determination, and purpose. Whether
supporting operations and exercises at home and abroad, reinforcing Canada’s presence
alongside Allies and partners, or delivering critical capabilities for Canadians, your work has
strengthened our country and advanced our national interests.

This year has been defined by commitment, readiness, and momentum. You have sustained
operational excellence, supported NATO and international missions, strengthened Canada’s
leadership in support of Ukraine, and advanced critical modernization efforts that will shape
the future of our defence capabilities. At the same time, you have continued to adapt,
innovate, and prepare for an increasingly complex and unpredictable global security
environment.

Your efforts are being matched by a renewed commitment from the Government of Canada to
reinvest in Defence—and, above all, in the people who serve. The significant funding
decisions made over the past year recognize that Canada’s security depends on a strong,
modern, and supported Defence Team. Reaching the NATO benchmark of two percent of
gross domestic product for defence spending is more than meeting a target. It is a clear
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statement of confidence in your professionalism, your expertise, and your ability to deliver
for Canadians.

These investments are already strengthening our capabilities in tangible ways: modernized
aircraft, vehicles, and weapons systems; enhanced maritime, air, cyber, uncrewed, and space
capabilities; and important upgrades to bases, wings, and training infrastructure across the
country. Together, these improvements are ensuring that the Canadian Armed Forces remain
ready, resilient, and capable in the face of evolving threats.

Equally important are the investments being made to improve quality of life for Defence
Team members and their families. We have made meaningful progress on military housing,
base infrastructure, environmental remediation, and family support initiatives. New pay
measures and benefits reflect the value of your expertise and service, and our shared
commitment to attracting and retaining the talented people who are essential to operational
success. A modern military is built not only on advanced equipment, but on people who feel
supported, respected, and proud to serve.

Looking ahead, the demands on the Canadian Armed Forces will only grow more complex.
From defending Arctic sovereignty and strengthening continental defence, to countering
emerging threats in cyber and space, to deploying seamlessly alongside Allies around the
world, the work ahead will require agility, resilience, and resolve. Thanks to your dedication,
we are building a force that is prepared to meet those challenges.

Behind every operation, every milestone, and every achievement are the people of the
Defence Team. Your leadership, professionalism, and unwavering commitment are the
foundation of everything we do. Thank you for your service, your sacrifice, and your
continued dedication to Canada.

I am proud to serve alongside you, and I am confident in the future we are building together.
Thank you again for your exceptional work, your commitment to one another, and your
steadfast service to Canadians.

David J. McGuinty
Minister of National Defence

#Canadian Army

Canadian Army Spring 2026 Volume 10 Issue 1
https://canadianarmytoday.com/digital-catalogue/
Contents:

- Arctic expedition

- Advancing with the Rangers

- Buying power: CMAR and the DIA

- GUARD: Evolution of Cloud TAK

- Combat arms load carriage

- Cold-weather clothing feedback

- The drone initiative

- Battlefield lessons
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Saturday, June 13, 2026
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; : L Canadian Coast Guard Base
Come meet us at the 1 Challenger Drive
! hike Dartmouth, NS

Free admission
Rain or shine

in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia!

* Closed-toe footwear
is required to board all vessels.
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#drones

Sam Cranny-Evans @Sam_Cranny 22 May posted:
Interesting configuration of the Gereon from ARX
Robotics here for mine clearance. Seems to be more in a
low pressure scenario than frontline stuff, but will be
building experience and knowledge in what works, and
what doesn't.

#drones #balloon warfare #innovation

Meanwhile in Ukraine @MeanwhileInUA 20 May
posted (video
https://x.com/MeanwhileInUA/status/205721962824648
7553): Ukraine may have found a cheap way to give a
drone extra range. Let a balloon do the first 42 km.

Ukrainian troops reportedly tested launching the Ukrainian- Amerlcan Hornet one-way attack
drone from an aerostat. The balloon carried it 42 km and released it from 8 km altitude. The
drone used only about 5% of its battery before beginning its own flight. The trick is simple:
the balloon provides distance and altitude, while the drone keeps almost all of its battery for
the real mission. If proven at scale, it could push Hornet’s estimated 100—-150 km reach by
another 1.5 to 2 times. This is what Ukrainian defense innovation often looks like: clever ways
to stretch what already exists.
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#drones #Russia-Ukraine War

Russians will surrender to (ground) robots. Russian
robots won’t.
https://www.defenseone.com/technology/2026/04/russia
ns-will-surrender-robots-russian-robots-wont/412889/

Resistance is futile!

Institute for the Study of War (ISW), Special Report, 26 May 2026:
Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment

Russia and Belarus appear to be setting conditions to justify Russia launching drone
strikes at Ukraine from Belarus. Belarusian Security Council Secretary Lieutenant General
Alexander Volfovich claimed on May 26 that Belarusian forces have "recorded" 116 attempts
by Ukrainian drones to cross the international border into Belarus over the past week.
Volfovich also claimed that some Ukrainian drone border crossings were deliberate efforts to
target Belarusian border infrastructure. Volfovich's statements come over the backdrop of
recent warnings from Ukrainian officials that Russia is pressuring Belarus to conduct
operations against Ukraine or an unspecified NATO state. Belarus is very unlikely to launch a
ground invasion against Ukraine, and ISW has not independently observed or verified any
buildup of Belarusian forces on Belarus-Ukraine border that would be sufficient for a ground
invasion. Russia also lacks the reserves that would be required to support Belarusian troops in
a ground invasion of Ukraine.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

e Russia and Belarus appear to be setting conditions to justify Russia launching drone
strikes at Ukraine from Belarus.

e Some Russian officials appear to be walking back recent Russian threats to
systematically strike Kyiv City.

e Ukraine's long-range drone strike campaign is forcing Russian authorities to restrict
the use of airspace in the Moscow air zone.

e Russian authorities closed the Kaliningrad airport due to a reported drone threat for the
first time.

e Ukrainian forces advanced in the Slovyansk direction and in western Zaporizhia
Oblast.

e Russian forces launched 2 ballistic missiles and 122 drones toward Ukraine overnight.

Full Report in: https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-
campaign-assessment-may-26-2026/

Military Strategy Magazine Vol. 11 Issue 1 Spring 2026
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/

contents:

On Defense and Offense: Revisiting Clausewitz, Mao Zedong and Thucydides
Beyond Random Acts of Touching: Six Core Pillars on How to Think About Security
Cooperation

Can Clausewitz’s “Center of Gravity” Survive the Digital Age?
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The Trafalgar Imperative: Why the USAF Must Innovate or Stagnate

Japan’s Very Japanese Extended Nuclear Deterrence Strategy

Military Leadership In the 18th Century: Lessons for Strategic Leadership, Strategy, and
Statesmanship Today

Naval Association of Canada — NAC News, 22- May 2026, Selected Information

Canada:

Anand says joining SAFE defence borrowing pact will help Canadian firms

compete while Canadians want defence dollars spent on Canadian-owned firms, not U.S.
companies or their subsidiaries

Canada, Finland and US push forward on next-gen icebreaker program with Contractor
awarded $3.5 billion to build out US Coast Guard’s Arctic Security Cutters fleet

Canada's new $5 Billion Super Corvette is Taking Shape! It'll replace the Kingston-class
warship

Federal government to shut down Arctic naval refuelling base

'Highway on the Sea': How decisions made about B.C. Ferries decades ago led to problems
today

Historic HMCS Sackville returns to Nova Scotia; HMCS Sackville returns to Halifax
waterfront with special designation

Korea's Navy Chief Visits Canada to Back $60 Billion Submarine Bid; S. Korea launches its
largest indigenous diesel-electric submarine, eyes Canadian order

Pentagon walks away from Canada-U.S. defence board with Carney downplays Washington's

decision to pause bilateral defence board and implications Dr. Strangelove diplomacy: How
the Pentagon’s symbolic defence board freeze with Canada could backfire then Pentagon
doubles down on Canada rebuke with demand for NATO spending road map, F-35 decision

Why Canada is seeing its biggest military recruitment surge in 30 years

The World:
China’s grey-zone fleet is eroding Taiwan’s control at sea

35 Chinese ships operating in Philippines EEZ

China Just Built The World's Largest Oil Tankers — The US Is Stunned

Panama Canal Aims to Avoid Repeat of 2023 Drought Crisis as El Nifio Looms and First
Woman to Lead Panama Canal Named as Waterway Faces Rising Global Pressure
US in closely guarded talks to open new bases in Greenland

Ukraine Strikes Russian Corvette in the Caspian Sea and another Ukrainian Strike Drone
Punches Through Russian Warship in Caspian Sea
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Replenishment QOilers

Navy Lookout @NavyLookout 23 May posted ’
(https://x.com/NavyLookout/status/20581209106163469 &=
83/photo/1): RFA Wave Knight moved onto the tidal .
berth in Portsmouth yesterday ahead of tow to
@CammellLaird for refurbishment. Via @AWenhaml

This is one of the two Wave-class ‘fast fleet tankers’ (‘fast’ means able to keep up with carrier
and other groups at 25 knots) that Inocea is acquiring, to be operated by Federal Fleet Services
who operate MV Asterix. Could we see a Wave-class supporting RCN activities?

Royal Canadian Mounted Police in Nova Scotia

Assistant Commissioner Dan Morrow is now leading the
Nova Scotia RCMP as its Commanding Officer.

Assistant Commissioner Morrow has dedicated much of
his career to serving Nova Scotians. He has been part of
the Nova Scotia RCMP since 2007, serving in various
capacities and communities across the province, most
recently as Criminal Operations Officer.

“I pride myself on learning from the people I work with and the communities I serve, and I’'m
approaching this role with the same commitment — to listen, learn, and contribute to the
strength of our division and the safety of our province,” says Assistant Commissioner Morrow.

Assistant Commissioner Morrow joined the RCMP in 1992, starting his career in his home
province of Manitoba. He has held positions in contract policing, traffic services and federal
policing.

Assistant Commissioner Morrow has worked in urban, rural and fly-in locations, and spent
nearly two decades serving in First Nation communities. He has participated in numerous
local, provincial, and national committees that focused on the development of equity, diversity,
inclusion, and reconciliation strategies within the RCMP.

“I believe in fostering relationships and partnerships through conversations, sharing
perspectives and mutual respect. I’'m also very focused on employee wellness and resourcing,
recognizing that the people serving across Nova Scotia are our greatest strength,” says
Assistant Commissioner Morrow. “As Commanding Officer, my role is to ensure we, as the
provincial police and in working with others, are serving and supporting residents to live
safely in the communities they love, amid increasingly complex social and economic
environments.”

Assistant Commissioner Morrow took over from Assistant Commissioner Dennis Daley, who
retired in March after serving as the Commanding Officer of the Nova Scotia RCMP since
October 2022.
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Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) International Outlook, 15-27 May 2026
Selected Information

The World:
Argentina / China: “China’s fishing fleet raises concerns off Argentina”

Association of Southeast Asian Nations: “ASEAN leaders to create shared fuel reserve for
future crises”

Bolivia: “Bolivia in crisis: Social unrest, demands for president to resign escalate”

Strait of Hormuz: "Ship Companies Leverage Arabian Peninsula Truck Routes to Bypass
Hormuz"

Tiirkiye: "Turkish police force ousted opposition out of headquarters as crisis deepens"

United States / Cuba: “US intelligence-gathering flights are surging off Cuba”

United States / Europe: “NATO allies grapple with U.S. pullback, confusion over its military
plans”

Vietnam / China: “Keeping Score: Vietnam’s Spratly Island Overhaul Continues”

Veterans Affairs Canada Salute! May 2026 is now available at
https://veterans.gc.ca/en/news-and-media/salute/may-2026

I SAC Notes I

Issues to Watch

The US-Iran-Israel War is at a stand still with neither side willing to show a reasonable
level or interest in a just peace. Ongoing issue.

The US government actions regarding Cuba. This is ongoing and without a good ending.
Trump’s visit to Beijing was generally assessed at being a limited success without real
progress. Importantly, Trump’s visit was followed by a visit by Russian leader Vladimir
Putin, also not a success although 40+ MOUs were signed. Most contained no substance.
The fallout from these visits will show through pronouncements and demonstrations based
on the results. Neither the Russians nor the Americans got what they wanted most.

Russia-Ukraine is undergoing a serious change with Ukraine gaining ascendency with
demonstration of massive missile and drone attacks against Moscow itself. Ukraine now has
a domestic capability to produce major long-range systems. The Zelenskiy government no
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longer feels it needs to consult Washington DC or Brussels about targeting. Ukraine has
recaptured 590 square kilometers so far this year as Russian forces no longer have the
necessary logistics capability to support offensive actions in the near term.

Will China retaliate against Canada for the visit of Canadian MP, Michael Chong, a
Conservative member of Parliament for visiting Taiwan after threats from the Chinese
Ambassador stating that there would be repercussions for MPs visiting in the future. Chong
stated on Power and Politics that he did so to show solidarity with a democratic country over
the authoritarian Peoples’ Republic of China (PRC) and secondly, to demonstrate Canadian
independence to Chinese demands and pronouncements.

The Sahel is a prime target for Islamists. Russia has proven to be a weak link and unable
to stop Islamist attacks. Elements of the Russian Africa Corps bravely fled rather than
fighting. It should be a lesson for those African autocratic regimes who rely on Russian
support.

The ongoing outbreak of Ebola is a major international issue. It is not contained at
present and continues to spread in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda and South
Sudan at present. Modern air travel makes this a major issue. Anti-outbreak measures may
have effects on air travel and immigration.

O Canada

The Canadian government is made of folks who have limited understanding of defence and
security issues. As we are seeing now , the conversation is now based and oriented towards
business benefits, industry and economics. The missing and most vital part of the
conversation is not being discussed. This conversation is what does the government and thus
the country want the CAF to be able to do and under what circumstances. Why buy anything,
if you have no clue what you want to do with the equipment/organization or resources? We
need a higher-level understanding of our government’s strategy from which one develops
policy and thus develops the organization to best meet the needs. This has not been done. It
is essential.

The announcement about the standdown of the Snowbirds caused considerable angst
amongst the population. The government quickly found a way to purchase Pilatus PC 21
aircraft, a Swiss built turbo prop aircraft already in use by the RCAF as a training aircraft.
While this will take some time to plan, acquire, prepare, build infrastructure, train ground
and aircrew on a new aircraft; it is a positive move.

The Kingfisher, the replacement aircraft for the venerable Buffalo, is also in operation for a
relatively short period. The aircraft was delayed until long after the retirement of the
Buffalo. Why anyone would retire a capable aircraft before its replacement had at least met
initial operating capability is still a bit of a mystery. Good aircraft apparently, yet it took too
long to bring into operational use after the retirement of the Buffalo.

Canada designed and built the Tutor and the Buffalo. We had the ability to plan, prepare,
design and actually produce aircraft in large numbers. At one point Canada was able to
produce sophisticated drones adopted by other folks but not us. The last fighter aircraft
produced in Canada was the CF 5A and D built in Montreal in the 1970s, based on an
American design. We have lost or more recently handed over such as the Bombardier CS
100 now called the Airbus A 220. Canada has done appallingly in keeping our aerospace
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industry intact.

There is a need for a National Aircraft Building Strategy (NABS), to meet and develop the
Canadian aerospace industry to jump start an increased level of interest in the aerospace
industry. It can start with rebuilding our capability to build aircraft.

This goes into aspects of procurement; the F 35 being a prime example, then the Government
plays with the lives of Canadian aviators for political reasons, they are being irresponsible
period. The real question is do we have enough combat aircraft to meet Canadian
requirements. A quick review of some of Canada’s commitments will clearly show the
number is inadequate based on pre-war ideas. We need combat aircraft, drones, satellites,
ISR platforms, ground-based air defence including strategic level as well as tactical. If
Canada is going to spend money in vast quantities on defence let's also consider the safety of
our air crews. We haven’t even begun to discuss upgrading airports for multi-use; air bases
may be taken out early so alternate locations will be required.

One wonders if the Federal Government intends to use the cell phone as the method to
inform people of impending or ongoing emergencies. It is unlikely in the event of a major
man-made or natural disaster that cell phone capacity will be insufficient to meet the need.
One only has to look at various conflicts and areas more prone to natural disasters that this is
at best a waste of time. Given the world’s current situation, it is again possible for an attack
on various locations in Canada. In the late 20th century Canada declared our air raid sirens
obsolete and removed them, yet now cities throughout Europe especially those facing
Russia more directly now test their siren systems and alternate systems. Cell phones are
good but do not do the job.

Is there a need for bomb shelters? Finland has sufficient shelters for its entire population plus
visitors to the country. While this would be almost prohibitively expensive it should be
considered in key centres within the country. Canada no longer has the benefit of being able
to use distance as a safety feature. It is worth considering.

I will be returning to foreign influence in the next notes. This is important and a dire threat to
our internal security.

United States

One can easily be negative about our neighbours to the South, but keep in mind that many
Americans thought that the Democrats had not been up front about their initial candidate
ands even less confident in their “appointed” alternate candidate and thus Donald Trump
seemed the best of a bad lot, even though that seems quite ludicrous at this point in time.
Most US citizens are not happy with the Trump second term and the lack of movement
regarding affordability, inflation, foreign relations, industrial output, foreign wars,
corruption, housing issues, border and immigration control. Nearly 7 in 10 now disapprove
including portions of the MAGA base.

Most US citizens are very pro-Canadian and are not our opposition. The US makes a good
kit; it works and can usually beat the various weapons systems by Russia and China despite
the many pronouncements from both those countries. The F 35 is a proven combat system
used in combat by both Israel and the US with only one F35 damaged but survived which
means a 100% survival of the pilot. Return and re-read the O Canada paragraph on the F 35.
The US is our greatest ally, but we are facing an anomaly in the Trump regime. It will not
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last forever and may not have much time left as the midterms draw near. Time will tell.

Moldova

Moldova is under increasing levels of threatening language coming from Russia over
Transnistria. Moldova and Ukraine have placed Transnistria under more stringent yet
allowable regulations regarding key individuals such as Russian Army commanders, and
politicians that form the Transnistrian Government.

In its most recent moves, Russia has offered citizens of Transnistria Russian citizenship
through a simplified application process eliminating more difficult portions such as a
Russian language test. Approximately 200 k out of a population of 450 k are already
Russian citizens. The action is another attempt to destabilize Moldova. This will be an
ongoing issue although it is unlikely to succeed given greatly increased access to the EU’s
market.

Russia’s newly appointed Ambassador to Moldova, Oleg Ozerov has already attempted to
cause difficulties by referring to linguistic pressure against the Russian language. The
Liberal party of Moldova , one of the smaller parties, has demanded his removal. No love

financial and economic failures in Russia.

Moscow added to the fire by stating that any action against a Russian citizen by Moldova
will receive an appropriate military reaction in a statement by Maria Zakharova on 20 May
2026. President Sandu stated that most citizens of Transnistria have taken Moldovan
citizenship at this point. Transnistria does approximately 350 M Euros business with the EU
and around 3 M Euros with Moscow. Russia’s pressure is unlikely to succeed, and Moldova
may be reunited in the relatively near term.

Georgia

Georgia continues to imprison opposition figures including most recently, an opposition
leader, Levan Khabeishvili of the United National Movement, noted for his advocacy for
peaceful actions. He was sentenced to two and half years for inciting a coup and sabotage.
The Georgia Dream Party Government has shown no inclination to accept any opposition
and continues to use every method to destroy any real opposition, peaceful or otherwise. It
is expected that the actions of the Georgia Dream regime will continue their pro-Russian
actions as well.

Belarus

In a Washington Post article published on 25 May 2026 titled: “ World leaders keep a wary
eye on Belarus for any signs it might offer Russia help in Ukraine” By Hanna Arhirova and
Yuras Karmanau, mentions that there is increasing concern by world leaders about the
current actions of Belarus and its possible effects on the Russia Ukraine War. Belarus
allowed itself to be used as a jump off point for Russian forces on 24 February 2022.

Last week, it was reported that Russian and Belarus forces staged a nuclear drill exercise in
Belarus. President Macron of France phoned Alexander Lukashenko directly and
“discussed” regional issues after talking with President Zelensky of Ukraine. The term that
any action by Lukashenko in support of the Russians would be unacceptable. In recent
months, Lukashenko has made overtures to various Western Governments, a hostile or
action supporting Russian aims would result in losing what momentum he has with regaining
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relations with the West.

The Lukashenko regime survives because of Russia, but the Belarus dictator knows that any
action supporting Russia will end his regime. He will continue to walk the tightrope until
more favourable times return.

The Iran-Israel-US War

There are two wars here, one between the US and Iran, and the second is Israel against Iran
and Iran’s proxies. While the US views the war as having a degree of flexibility, Israel sees it
as almost existential. Their goals are subsequently very different and therefore the ability to
have an actual end are very different. Israel is likely to continue the war by other methods.
Iran sees a weakness in the US and they will continue to conduct operations against the US,
likely using proxies. None of these countries can trust the other now or in the future. Peace is
a chimera.

Ongoing Iranian rearmament and further alleged mining of the strait have led to US
retaliation against IRGC missile sites and small boats allegedly involved in further
minelaying activities. The IRGC announced that it shot down a large US drone.

Ongoing peace talks but only a framework for further discussions is near completion . No
settlement of key issues such as enriched uranium future location, freedom of movement on
the strait, end of sanctions, freeing of frozen assets, insurance against further action is all left
up in the air. Despite the recent attacks and counterattacks both sides are still talking. This is
a helpful sign, but the talks are very delicate.

Israel continues to pound targets in Lebanon and targeted the killing of Hamas leadership as
ongoing. The US has requested that Israel stop attacking during the talks.

Russia-Ukraine Conflict

The war continues with Russia advances slowing markedly. Ukraine has selected a more
nuanced approach in selection of areas where they can effectively counterattack using a
highly coordinated all arms approach, thus Ukraine has managed to take back more ground
than they lost for the last two months, wiping out months of Russian efforts. Both sides are
using extensive numbers of short ranged tactical FPV drones, and both sides have shown
innovation in drone development and use. At this point, Ukraine seems to have the
advantage on the field of battle.

On the night of 23/24 May 2026, Russia launched a massive missile and drone attack mainly
on Kyiv. It was the single biggest use of missiles so far in the war with 90 missiles of various
types being used including an Oreshnik hypersonic missile. The attack hit anything but
military targets. It was followed by a warning from Sergei Lavrov to the diplomatic
community in Kyiv to leave as Russia will be attacking key facilities and therefore could not
guarantee their safety. The attack was allegedly in retaliation for a Ukrainian attack on a
student dormitory that allegedly killed 21 “students” all without proof. Ukraine alleges the
dormitory was being used by a Russian drone unit.

Ukraine also has shown the ability to hit targets virtually anywhere within the European part
of Russia. The difference this past weekend was the heavy assault on Moscow and the skies
of Saturday night were lit up with the explosions and fires around Moscow. Although,
vaunted Russian air defences were in heavy use they were not able to stop the assault on
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Moscow. The population of Moscow has for the most part been protected from the effects of
the Special Military Operation. They are now very aware of it.

The Russian economy continues to be increasingly oriented towards fighting the war and
less towards the wellbeing of the common Russian citizen. Local governments are largely
impoverished. Inflation is very high unofficially but only 7% officially. Allegedly, the war is
taking 7.5% of Russia’s official GDP, but costs are hidden. Banks are running out of money.

China

Taiwan now has the fifth largest capital market in the world. The independent liberal
democracy has one of the healthiest economies in the world in stark contrast to the Peoples’
Republic of China and its vast level of debt and failure of its main pillars including property
development, exports and consumer spending. Taiwan is a separate country contrary to the
actions of a good portion of the world. This should be reconsidered.

Capital flight from China has reached new levels as rich Chinese transfer large quantities out
of China and away from the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). Some of this money is being
used to set up new factories in cheaper labour countries including Vietnam, Indonesia, India
as well hollowing out Chinese industries and business. The CCP has introduced new
regulations to stem the flow. Crackdown on foreign capital firms working in China. The
CCP has increased its scrutiny of the Chinese diaspora around the world including Canada
including setting up “police stations” to coerce these former entrepreneurs back to China.
The CCP would arrange to return the money back to CCP coffers. Threats to families and
kidnapping are also utilized.

China has had a great deal of success as world leaders seek an audience with the Chinese
President, Xi Jinping. A long list of leaders also including our own Prime Minister and the
US President in recent weeks. This week saw President Xi meet with Pakistan PM Shehbaz
Sharif on 25 May 2026. China-Pakistan Economic corridor and Serbian President
Aleksandre Vucic on 25 May 2026. Serbia is the European end of the Belt and Road
initiative. China has now begun a new era of Chinese dominance due mainly to the Trump
regime actions. China seems absolutely stable and positive.

On the negative side for China was the poor showing of Chinese military equipment in the
war between Iran and the US and Israel. Although the US has lost 42 aircraft by various
means, most have been drones although a F15C and an A 10 were shot down. The
remainder were lost or were damaged by attacks on bases used by US forces including
AWAC:s and aerial refuelers.

China’s aircraft carrier fleet is about to grow again as a fourth carrier is under construction at
Dalian Shipyards. It is considerably larger and it apparently utilizes nuclear propulsion and
power than the conventionally powered aircraft carrier “Fujian.” There has been a lot of
discussion about China’s new blue water fleet and its carrier fleet able to create conditions
for naval superiority in the region long enough to attack Taiwan.

While this is interesting, the four carriers are all different types. There is limited capacity for
multiple carrier operations as each type has its own characteristics not all of which are
compatible. The PLAN also has had difficulties with the standard aircraft operations
including destruction of the aircraft. China lacks the knowledge and experience of carrier
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operations. This being said, China has made amazing progress to date, but the Chinese Navy
is in no condition to fight a near peer opposition. There is little doubt they will continue to
improve but not in the near to medium term.

Additional Observations:

To add further reflections, in Russia, recent reporting indicated that the Kremlin may
introduce export bans on diesel and jet fuel - previously not affected by gasoline export

bans. Russian oil refinement production has fallen to the lowest levels since December
2009. Military stresses- particularly on jet fuel - and the targeting of energy infrastructure are
having a significant impact.

Moldova certainly remains under pressure. The election success of pro-EU elements did not
stop Moscow’s program, and it is a well-known playbook.

Interestingly (worryingly), on NATO territory, the Estonian city of Narva has been targeted
in the same fashion as in Crimea and the Donbas for some time, but in February, a more
robust online influence campaign kicked-off. Narva is right on the border and has about
87% Russian speakers (36% Russian Citizens) out of 53,000. Note that Canadian industry
has a significant presence in Narva- manufacturing rare-earth magnets. Estonia has been
working very hard at countering this scheme, with reasonable success so far.

It is interesting to see the impact of Magyar’s election in Hungary has had for the EU.
Certainly, Hungary has become a team player, especially with regards to Ukraine. Without
his ally, Serbian President Vucic will have some of his plans stifled. Although Russia
remains a spector in the region, there is a significant shift in Serbia toward China (Vucic is
visiting there now) Military equipment acquisitions are the headlines, but economic,
education and culture sectors are at play. It is worth watching.

In Mali, in the Sahel region, the Africa Corps is largely contributing air support, with
limited success. Note that the “agreement” between the Malian Government and JNIM on
fuel corridors ends with Eid Al Adha. Overall, the three Alliance of Sahel States members
are not making progress and the military leadership in each is becoming more entrenched.

As for NATO, it can feel like one of those street shell games. 5000 gone from Germany,
4000 not deploying to Poland, 5000 deploying to Poland. Beyond those big numbers, there
is a low-grade thinning out in various HQs. During the Biden Administration, the US
Congress made leaving NATO difficult for a future president, but he can “quiet

quit”. Recent Canadian announcements aren’t likely to satisfy the WH.

The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS)
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-
leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html
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