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Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia Dispatches 

23 January 2026 

 
The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia provides a forum for the study, 

promotion and debate of defence, security, and safety issues. 
 
Dispatches is a periodic collection of news of interest, including posts to social media by 
the Institute.  Links to articles are checked at the time they are put into Dispatches but 
may be unavailable at a later date or in some countries other than Canada. 
 
Everyone is encouraged to submit links and other content to be included in Dispatches.  
Submissions and feedback are welcome anytime.   
Email to RUSINSDispatches@gmail.com.   
Comments to articles can be from members or non-members of RUSI(NS).  Any 
comment in Dispatches is the sole opinion of the author and does not necessarily 
represent the views of the Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia, the Department 
of National Defence or other government department, the Canadian Armed Forces, or the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police or other agency. 
 
If you wish to receive Dispatches at a different address (i.e., not your work address), 
please inform RUSI(NS).  Past editions of Dispatches may be requested by contacting 
RUSI(NS). 
 
 
 
The next issue will be on 6 February 2026, 11 am. Other editorial comments as desired. 
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Quick links: 
Events 
Publications 
@RUSI_NS on X 

 Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia on Facebook 
Other Sources  

 Odds and Sods 
 SAC Notes 
 
 
 

 
Contributions to RUSI(NS) social media 

 
You are also encouraged to send material to be posted to the RUSI(NS) X and Facebook 
accounts to rusinsdispatches@gmail.com.  Preferably, send the material ready to post. We are 
still looking for a volunteer(s) to be editor(s) for these accounts in order to keep them active. 
  

 
 

Events 
To list an event in Dispatches, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday.  RUSI(NS) events are by 
invitation.  If you are interested in attending and have not been invited, email 
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com.  RUSI(NS) events may be cancelled at short notice.  Email 
RUSI(NS) if there is a question of an event occurring. 
 

 
 
RUSI (NS) Events: 
 
New 26 January, Monday, Special Event:  
Together with the NATO Defence Innovation Accelerator for the North Atlantic, the U.S. 
Consulate General in Halifax invites the members of the Royal United Services Institute 
of Nova Scotia to the discussion, Defence Innovation and Collaboration. 
Get to know Dr. Jerry McGinn, Director of the Center for the Industrial Base and Senior 
Fellow with the Defense and Security Department at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies in Washington, DC.  He will join Christine Hanson, Regional 
Director with NATO DIANA and Victoria Belbin, CEO of the Atlantic Canada 
Aerospace and Defense Association for a discussion highlighting insights and 
opportunities within the defence sector.  A reception and networking opportunity will 
follow the discussion. 
Event Details: 
Location: Loyola 290 Conference Hall, St. Mary’s University, 5865 Gorsebrook Ave., 
Halifax or virtually 
Date: Monday, January 26, 2026, Time: 1:30-3:30 PM 
This event is sponsored by ACADA and supported by RUSI-NS 
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New 30 January, 2026, Friday: - Arctic Security Discussion Group, Gun Room, RA 
Park, 1800 hrs, in-person and virtual. 
 
New 18 February, 2026, Wednesday:  Presentation on the Canadian Naval operations 
during the Persian Gulf War 1990-91, by President VAdm Duncan “Dusty” Miller, Naval 
Museum of Halifax in the Admiralty House at Stadacona, 1300-1500 hrs. 
The presentation will give a brief synopsis of the Navy’s preparations and contribution to 
the Gulf War, the lessons which modernized the Navy post War years and the events for 
the 35th anniversary in November including the republishing of the book Sharon Hobson 
and John McLearn CD (Major, Ret’d) wrote to document the Navy ‘s role, performance 
and success in the War.  
Please register by sending an email to RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com 
 
 
Tentative February-June 2026 Schedule: 
 
February - ACOA end February, virtual, date to be decided 
March -    NORAD Modernization Update, virtual 
  CJFC Briefing, virtual 
April - RCMP or CBSA update, in-person, likely their location.  
May - Col. Tarra Willis, Comd 12 Wing, Future of Maritime Air, hybrid,  

in-person +virtual, Shearwater Aviation Museum.  
June -  Mr. Harvey Vardy, Director Intervention Response Atlantic, virtual,  

17 June, 2026.  
Summer Meet and Greet, RA Park, 25 June 2026 

 
 
Other Events: 
 
New 28 January 2026: The Institute for Indo-Pacific Security (IIPS), VA, invites you to 
join a hybrid event on Wednesday, January 28, 10:30 am - 11:30 am, on “Maintaining 
Vigilance in the Pacific: The Role of Unmanned Systems” with Ms. Iku Tsujihiro 
(Hudson Institute) and CAPT. Benjamin Cipperley (Ret., USN) (HavocAI).  
The speakers will examine how unmanned systems—from aerial drones to autonomous 
maritime platforms—reshape surveillance, deterrence, and defense in the region, 
particularly for small island nations and their partners. The discussion will explore how 
the U.S.–Japan alliance can leverage these technologies to help Pacific Island states 
monitor their surrounding waters, deter coercive activity, and sustain vigilance across 
vast maritime spaces.  
 
 
New 29 January 2026: RUSI Latin American Security Conference 2026, in-person 
and online, 08:30 – 19:00 GMT 
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New 24 February, 2026: Tuesday: Vanguard presents ShipTech Forum 2026, The 
National Arts Centre, 1 Elgin Street, Ottawa. All speaker sessions will be live streamed, 
to facilitate virtual attendance.  
 
 
New 4-5 March, 2026: Wednesday and Thursday: The CDA Institute presents the 
Ottawa Conference, Fairmont Chateau Laurier Hotel, Ottawa. Hosted in cooperation with 
the Department of National Defence, the Ottawa conference draws a wide range of 
participants from across the defence and security community.  
The Ottawa conference is streamed publicly through Canada’s parliamentary cable 
network, CPAC, with no cost or registration required. Recordings will be available 
afterward in the CPAC Video Archive.  
Details in https://cdainstitute.ca/events/ottawa-conference-march-4th-5th-2026/ 
 
 
New 30 April, 2026: Thursday: Maritime Defence and Security Symposium and BOA 
Gala, the Halifax Hotel, Halifax, co-hosted by NAC and the Canadian Maritime Security 
Network. The symposium theme is “Canada in Alliance & Conflict: The Will of a 
Nation.” A reception will be held the evening of 29 April ahead of the symposium and 
the NAC will host the National BOA Gala on 30 April at the same venue. Details to 
follow but mark your calendars and hold that date! 
 
 
 
 
Wargaming Events:  
 
Georgetown University Wargaming Society long-range schedule: 
https://www.guwargaming.org/guwsevents 
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The following publications are received by RUSI(S) from other associations. The latest 
edition, where not otherwise indicated, may be requested by emailing RUSI(NS). To readers 
of Dispatches from other associations, sharing of your publications is appreciated. 
 
Weekly: 
Naval Association of Canada 
Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Defence Update 
Vancouver Artillery Association and Royal United Services Institute Vancouver Members 
News 
 
Bi-weekly: Canadian Marine Industries and Shipbuilding Association On Watch 
 
Monthly: 
Canadian Gunner News 
Edmonton United Services Institute President’s Enews 
 
Military Institute of Windsor Communiqué 
Naval Reserve Association of Canada Mess Deck ConneXions 
Royal Alberta United Services Institute Dispatches 
Royal Canadian Logistics Service The Logistician 
Royal Canadian Naval Association Admiral Hose Branch Scuttlebutt 
Royal United Services Institute of Vancouver Island Newsletter 
Veterans Affairs Canada Salute! 
 
Quarterly: 
Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (Australia) Quarterly Newsletter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Publications 



6 
 

@RUSI_NS on X 
@RUSI_NS posts may be viewed by clicking on the icon at https://RUSI-NS.ca. 
To have something posted or reposted, email RUSI(NS). 

 
Air Recognition @AirRecognition 17 Jan posted and 
RUSI(NS) reposted: Saab offers 72 Gripen fighters and six 
GlobalEye aircraft to Canada amid F-35 review 
(https://www.armyrecognition.com/news/aerospace-
news/2026/saab-offers-72-gripen-fighters-and-six-globaleye-
aircraft-to-canada-amid-f-35-review) 
 

  
CHEK News @CHEK_News 15 Jan posted and RUSI(NS) 
reposted: The Canadian Coast Guard (CCG) is highlighting the 
use of its 20 new high-endurance search and rescue lifeboats, 
two of which are stationed on Vancouver Island. 
(Two of Canada’s new high-endurance search and rescue 
lifeboats stationed on Vancouver Island 
https://cheknews.ca/two-of-canadas-new-high-endurance-
search-and-rescue-lifeboats-stationed-on-vancouver-island-
1299694/ 
 
 

 Mark Norman, Vice Admiral (Ret’d) @Comd_RCN_34 12 
Jan posted and RUSI(NS) reposted: Every once in a while 
somebody reminds “non-believers” why SEAPOWER is so 
important… here’s one of those examples: 
(Matt Gurney: Seapower is back, baby. And Canada seems 
weirdly ... kinda ready? 
https://www.readtheline.ca/p/matt-gurney-seapower-is-back-
baby) 

  
David Pugliese @davidpugliese 10 Jan posedt and RUSI(NS) 
reposted: RCAF wants more than 1,200 security personnel to 
protect F-35s, other planes  
 
https://nationalnewswatch.com/2026/01/10/rcaf-wants-more-
than-1-200-security-personnel-to-protect-f-35s-other-
planes #nationlnewswatch via @natnewswatch 
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“Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia” on Facebook: 
RUSI(NS) postings may also be viewed by clicking on the Facebook icon at  
https://RUSI-NS.ca. 
To have something posted or commented, email RUSI(NS) by noon Thursday. 

 
Autonomous submarine XV Excalibur handed to Royal Navy 
https://www.navalnews.com/naval-
news/2026/01/autonomous-submarine-xv-excalibur-handed-
to-royal-navy/ 
 
“The UK Submarine Delivery Agency (SDA) announcement 
on 11 December 2025 that it handed over autonomous 
submarine XV Excalibur to the Royal Navy.” 
 
‘Handed over’ may be media language for 'delivered', the common term although more applicable 
when responsibility for care and custody of a vessel transfers from builder to operator, not between 
government organizations.  No indication whether the drone will be commissioned into active service - 
that has all sorts of legal ramifications.  Does highlight the range of drones, from small and expendable 
(consumable munitions at times) to large and expensive.  There's a dividing line somewhere between 
different material management systems for what are considered just equipment and what are considered 
major platforms. 
 

NAADSN_RDSNAA @NAADSN_RDSNAA 9 Jan posted 
and RUSI(NS) reposted: Canada's defense industrial base will 
struggle to deliver in its current state says Jason C. Moyer with 
the @AtlanticCouncil 
(How to equip Canada’s defense industrial base to meet 
NATO’s Hague summit commitments 
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-
reports/issue-brief/how-to-equip-canadas-defense-industrial-
base-to-meet-natos-hague-summit-commitments/) 

  
The War Zone @thewarzonewire 6 Jan posted and RUSI(NS) 
reposted: Canadian NORAD Commander On What It Will 
Take To Defend The High North. Maj. Gen. McKenna offers 
exclusive insights into the growing threats to the Arctic from 
China and Russia, and what NORAD is doing about it. 
Exclusive interview: https://www.twz.com/air/canadian-norad-
commander-on-what-it-will-take-to-defend-the-high-north 
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New tugboats for Faslane will not be built in China 
https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/new-tugboats-for-faslane-
will-not-be-built-in-china/ 
 
“It should be noted that Serco is permitted to select its own 
supply chain in accordance with the procurement 
requirements, and that while the vessels will be maintained in 
the United Kingdom, construction will take place in shipyards outside the UK.” 
 
“Selection of own supply chain” should also be caveated that China is not a permissible source. 
 
Would be nice if Canada could build tugs for the UK.  Canada was a major tug builder during the 
Second World War, apparently 323 vessels. 
 
America First at Sea: How Letters of Marque Can Enforce  
U.S. Sanctions 
 
https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2026/01/13/americ
a_first_at_sea_how_letters_of_marque_can_enforce_us_sanc
tions_1158394.html 

“Congress has not enacted new legislation authorizing letters of marque since the 1860s, but the 
constitutional authority governing their use has never lapsed." "Letters of marque are a lawful means of 
harnessing American enterprise in service of national security, denying revenue to hostile regimes, and 
strengthening U.S. economic and energy resilience. The legal foundation is solid.” 
  
Maybe not as solid as the writer would like people to believe.  From “Letter of marque” 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Letter_of_marque): “..seven European states signed the Paris Declaration 
of 1856 renouncing privateering, and 45 more countries eventually joined them, which in effect 
abolished privateering worldwide. The United States was among a few countries that were not signatory 
to that declaration. 
 
When the War of the Pacific started in 1879 Bolivia did not possess any ships, but on March 26, 1879, 
Bolivian President Hilarion Daza formally offered letters of marque to any ships willing to go to 
combat for Bolivia. Bolivia had not signed the Paris Declaration Respecting Maritime Law but the 
United States, Britain and France stood by the treaty and refused to accept the legality of Bolivia's act.” 
  
So the USA appears to have accepted international law.  At least to the extent that acceptance is 
convenient to the USA.  Hmm, that's probably going to be a problem... 
 
 

UK warns it will act lawfully against Russia shadow fleet 
https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/uk-warns-it-will-act-
lawfully-against-russia-shadow-fleet/ 
 
“We are working with international partners on further 
measures to tackle the shadow fleet,” Doughty said. “Those 
include additional sanctions, from engaging with the fleet,  
increased information sharing, and readiness to use regulatory and interdiction powers.”  
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Does ‘international partners’ include Canada? 
 
Is Canada taking a whole-of-government approach to developing and enforcing sanctions against 
Russia's shadow fleet?  Which department or agency is lead?  This is not a defence matter. 
 

I ‘did not expect to be told to build a battleship,’ Navy’s 
surface warfare director says 
FYI: https://www.defenseone.com/policy/2026/01/i-did-not-
expect-be-told-build-battleship-navys-surface-warfare-
director-says/410692/ 
  
“So the battleship took the DDG(X) concept and it's put that 
on steroids, under the assumption that the counter-targeting efforts of the Navy will protect it and make 
it survivable.” 
  
That’s an assumption many experts outside the Navy deem implausible in an era of shipkilling ballistic 
missiles and ever-cheaper, more capable anti-ship drones.  
   
I suppose there's always assumptions when designing ships.  Probably a careful look at history provides 
lessons in mitigating and in validating design, warfighting effectiveness and other assumptions.  What 
assumptions went into the Canadian River-class destroyer design, are going into the corvette design, 
are probably classified.  Certainly outside analysts will enjoy commenting about what is apparent and 
not. 
 
Comment from a colleague: The US building battleships is being discussed amongst people interested 
in fleet and ship design and in naval strategy.  The question has been asked: why not build a 
battleship?  It is unlikely there are many people with operational experience who want one.  Essentially 
a battleship will demand the same kind of protection that an aircraft carrier would.  More to the point, 
this is not the Second World War or the Battle of Jutland when a ‘revolution in military affairs’ in 
terms of maritime gunnery was taking place.  Today we are faced with both long-range cruise missiles, 
ballistic missiles capable of targeting ships (China's ‘carrier killer’) and of course (swarms of) drones 
and hypersonics.  The armour belts of yesterday were great in protecting the hull, but can't protect 
rudders or propellers, and of course anything coming in from above simply goes through the 
superstructure and decking!  Finally, bigger is not always better in terms of maneuverability.  Carriers 
are fast but still relatively sluggish and there is not yet a ship that can outpace a 50-knot torpedo 
(maybe the Littoral Combat Ship - but it would have to hear the torpedo first!). 
  
So, other than “we build big ships”, what's the point?  Which part of warfare are you trying to solve at 
sea?  Perhaps take the Russian idea of a Typhoon submarine and build a platform replete with all kinds 
of weapons, not simply intercontinental ballistic missiles - at least it would be more stealthy! 
 
 
Philippine Navy scrambles to shield vital undersea cables 
from spies 
 
https://www.defensenews.com/global/asia-
pacific/2026/01/05/philippine-navy-scrambles-to-shield-vital-
undersea-cables-from-spies/ 
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“Ultimately, the responsibility of protecting subsea infrastructure will fall under the purview of the sea 
service.” 
 
Hmm, that statement (assumption?) about responsibility needs to be checked, especially in non-defence 
scenarios.  Which departments and agencies in Canada, and which civil organizations, are involved in 
subsea infrastructure protection? 
 
Some opportunities there for interesting R&D, e.g., subsea infrastructure monitoring, developing UUV, 
countering UUV. 
 
 
 
 

 
# Arctic 
From Paper to Permafrost: Applying Irregular Warfare Doctrine to Arctic Homeland Defense 
https://irregularwarfare.org/articles/from-paper-to-permafrost-applying-irregular-warfare-
doctrine-to-arctic-homeland-defense/ 
 
Comment: This is a very poorly researched article, full of jargon and thin on reality. In Figure 
2 the author used Starlink, a commercial communications satellite constellation, orbital 
coverage to make a general statement that there is little satellite surveillance coverage over 
polar regions.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  Most, not all, birds fly in a 53 degree 
inclination orbit to optimize communications coverage over North America and Europe (their 
customer base), but most remote sensing satellites are launched in a higher polar orbit (97 
degrees or so) which ensures better coverage over the poles than any place on the earth 
because the orbits converge there every 90 minutes.  And he seems to be severely deluded 
about operating ground forces in the Arctic and lacking in any comprehension of the 
constraints, not the least of which is the vast area involved.  Read ‘Arctic’ instead of ‘Space’ 
in Doug Adams’ book ‘The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy’: “Space is big. You just won't 
believe how vastly, hugely, mind-bogglingly big it is. I mean, you may think it's a long way 
down the road to the chemist’s, but that's just peanuts to space.” 
 
#Arctic #drones 
Dominion Dynamics Raises $21M CAD Seed Round Led by Georgian to Build Interoperable, 
Attritable Systems for the Arctic and Allied Defence 
https://noahscornerofrandomstuff.substack.com/p/dominion-dynamics-raises-21m-cad 
 
#China #maritime security 
Latest Pentagon Report: China’s Military Advancing Amid Churn 
https://warontherocks.com/2026/01/latest-pentagon-report-chinas-military-advancing-
amid-churn/ 
“The 2025 report devotes extensive coverage to the operations of China’s coast guard and 
maritime militia as components of concerted coercion in coordination with China’s navy.” 

Other Sources 
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The Chinese Coast Guard is not the same as the Canadian Coast Guard but it is interesting 
to read how other states employ their coast guards. 
“It notes reporting that some militia vessels near Scarborough Shoal were painted white to 
resemble Chinese coast guard hulls.” 
Painting the hulls of militia vessels white is an interesting deceptive action. 
 
#drones 
Drone surge: Scaling tactical Uncrewed Aerial Systems manufacturing for modern defence 
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/programs/defence-
ideas/element/contests/challenge/drone-surge-scaling-tactical-uas-manufacturing-modern-
defence.html 
"The following innovators were selected for proposing innovative attritable UAS solutions 
and have been invited to Round 2 of the (CAF/DND) Contest: Design Submission." 
 
#drones #Russia-Ukraine War 
Lethal Thermal Drones Can Follow Your Footprints Across Fresh Snow 
https://www.trenchart.us/p/lethal-thermal-drones-can-follow 
 
#information operations 
When Misinformation Means the Difference Between Life and Death 
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/when-misinformation-means-the-difference-between-
life-and-death 
"But, as Silverman suggests, getting more accurate information out from those in the theater 
of war is a useful step. How much impact this has remains to be seen, as people already 
experience conflicts remotely through their screens. And, of course, reporting what is really 
happening at the front is what good journalism already tries to do—and what belligerents 
often try to prevent" 
 
#information operations 
When Misinformation Means the Difference Between Life and Death 
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/when-misinformation-means-the-difference-between-
life-and-death 
“But, as Silverman suggests, getting more accurate information out from those in the theater 
of war is a useful step. How much impact this has remains to be seen, as people already 
experience conflicts remotely through their screens. And, of course, reporting what is really 
happening at the front is what good journalism already tries to do—and what belligerents 
often try to prevent.” 
 
#legal 
International Criminal Liability and U.S. Boat Attacks in the Pacific and Caribbean 
https://warontherocks.com/2026/01/international-criminal-liability-and-u-s-boat-attacks-
in-the-pacific-and-caribbean/ 
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#legal #maritime security 
What Does UNCLOS Say About the U.S. Boarding of Bella 1? 
https://maritime-executive.com/editorials/what-does-unclos-say-about-the-u-s-boarding-
of-bella-1 
 
#Royal Canadian Navy 
River-class Destroyer Land-Based Test Facility (Public Update January 19, 2026) 
https://tridentnewspaper.com/lbtf/ 
 
#Royal Canadian Navy 
Two floating dry dock articles (below) led to the question: Is there some technical reason for 
what appears to be a preference for floating dry docks for submarines? What are the 
implications for developments of Canadian marine infrastructure and for procurement of 
submarine tenders to support the twelve submarines of the CPSP?   
Electric Boat receives new floating dry dock to support Columbia-class submarines 
https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2026/01/electric-boat-receives-new-floating-dry-
dock-to-support-columbia-class-submarines/ 
Design of floating dry docks for Royal Navy submarines underway 
https://www.navylookout.com/design-of-floating-dry-docks-for-royal-navy-submarines-
underway/ 
Led to a comment from a senior submariner: Floating dry docks are cheaper and faster to 
build.  Less concerns with earthquakes out west, too.  Submarine sustainment plans, which 
includes maintenance infrastructure, is part of the bid process. 
 
#seapower 
Influence of Sea Power Upon the 21st Century 
https://www.realclearworld.com/articles/2026/01/10/influence_of_sea_power_upon_the_21st_
century_1158022.html 
 
#seapower #China 
China’s merchant-military fleet 
https://navalinstitute.com.au/chinas-merchant-military-fleet/ 
The author started off writing about the Chinese merchant ship converted to a drone and 
missile launcher.  He moved on to write about fleet development - the use of using civil ships, 
especially during conflict, with containerized systems. Would make for an interesting 
Canadian multi-agency/civil-military staff study and (war)gaming. 
 
#strategy 
The Problem with Strategy as Problem-Solving 
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/the-problem-with-strategy-as-problem-
solving/ 
 
#strategy 
Clausewitz’s Center of Gravity Legacy 
https://www.militarystrategymagazine.com/article/clausewitzs-center-of-gravity-legacy/ 
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#3D printing #land engineering 
Building in 3D: Additive Construction program provides capabilities to 3D print concrete 
structures for the U.S. Army and DOD-wide. 
https://www.lineofdeparture.army.mil/Journals/Army-AL-T/AL-T-Archive/Spring-
2025/Building-in-3D/ 
Leads one to wonder how much of the techniques and lessons of printing, whether in 
plastic, metal or concrete, are transferable from one to the other.   
 
#warfare 
Can the US ‘run’ Venezuela? Military force doesn’t equal legitimacy 
https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/2026/01/05/can-the-us-run-venezuela-military-force-
doesnt-equal-legitimacy/ 
"Power can topple regimes, but it cannot create political authority. Outside rule invites 
resistance, not stability." 
Often seems to be forgotten in warfare and operations: you've got it, now what are you going 
to do with it? 
 
#warfare 
A New Way of Warfare Requires More Than New Tech 
https://warontherocks.com/2026/01/a-new-way-of-warfare-requires-more-than-new-tech/ 
 
 
 
 

Odds and Sods… 
 
Chinese Fishing Boats Barrier 
 

Michael Kovrig @MichaelKovrig Jan 17 posted (video  

https://x.com/MichaelKovrig/status/2012522149609668
682):  “China quietly mobilized thousands of fishing 
boats twice in recent weeks to form massive floating 
barriers of at least 200 miles long, showing a new level 
of coordination that 
could give Beijing more ways to impose control in contested seas. The two recent operations 
unfolded largely unnoticed. An analysis of ship-tracking data by @nytimes reveals the scale 
and complexity of the maneuvers for the first time.” Looks like training manoeuvres by the 
PRC maritime militia—preparing for a conflict or crisis (e.g. over Taiwan or the South 
China Sea) in which thousands of vessels could assert sovereignty, obstruct sea lanes and 
complicate enemy military operations and supply lines. As Thomas A. Callaghan Jr. said, 
quantity has a quality of its own. 
 
Deceptive cover or missile sink?  Or both.  (“The Great Maritime Wall of China.”) 
 
Would Canadian marine services including DFO be ready to respond to such a tactic? 
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#camouflage #Russia-Ukraine War 
 
The Russians Are Making Their Tanks 
Disappear In The Snow 
https://www.trenchart.us/p/the-russians-are-
making-their-tanks 
 
“Thermal warfare.” 
 
#camouflage (?) 
 
Russians Are Wearing Toilet Tents To Hide 
From Ukraine's Thermal Drones 
https://www.trenchart.us/p/russians-are-
wearing-toilet-tents 
 What a sh---- way to attack… 

 
 
#Russia-Ukraine War #armour #adaptation 
 
 
The Russian 4th Motor Rifle Brigade Makes 
The Best Turtle Tanks 
https://www.trenchart.us/p/the-russian-4th-
motor-rifle-brigade 
 

 
 
#Russia-Ukraine War #armour 
 
The Russian Giga Turtle Might Be The Biggest  
Tank Of The Ukraine War 
video: https://www.trenchart.us/p/the-russian-
giga-turtle-might-be 
  

 
Built around T-72B3M tanks, fitted with mine-rollers and a rear extension that may be a 
compartment for transporting infantry. 
Comment from a marine lawyer: Complicates the legal status of such ships … bordering 
commercial and government ships used for both government and nongovernmental 
service.  Not sure if they would enjoy sovereign immunity. 
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#drones 

China appears to be converting cargo ships 
into EMALS-equipped drone and missile 
platforms 
https://aerospaceglobalnews.com/news/china-
cargo-ship-drone-carrier-emals/ 

 

“Fresh imagery suggests at least one commercial container ship has been transformed into an 
improvised drone carrier, complete with containerised missile launchers and a modular 
EMALS-style catapult system.” 

This is going to complicate building the operations plot. 
 
Certainly changes the legal/targetable status of these 'civil' ships. 
 
Hmm, what might Canada be considering for mounting containerized sensors and weapons on 
government (e.g., CCG) and civil ships? 
 
#warfare 
Can the US ‘run’ Venezuela? Military force doesn’t equal legitimacy 
https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/2026/01/05/can-the-us-run-venezuela-military-force-
doesnt-equal-legitimacy/ 
"Power can topple regimes, but it cannot create political authority. Outside rule invites 
resistance, not stability." 
Often seems to be forgotten in warfare and operations: you've got it, now what are you going 
to do with it? 
 
#warfare 
A New Way of Warfare Requires More Than New Tech 
https://warontherocks.com/2026/01/a-new-way-of-warfare-requires-more-than-new-tech/ 
 
#warfare 
Can the US ‘run’ Venezuela? Military force doesn’t equal legitimacy 
https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/2026/01/05/can-the-us-run-venezuela-military-force-
doesnt-equal-legitimacy/ 
"Power can topple regimes, but it cannot create political authority. Outside rule invites 
resistance, not stability." 
Often seems to be forgotten in warfare and operations: you've got it, now what are you going 
to do with it? 
 
#warfare 
A New Way of Warfare Requires More Than New Tech 
https://warontherocks.com/2026/01/a-new-way-of-warfare-requires-more-than-new-tech/ 
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The Department of National Defence, Government of Canada: The Department of 
National Defence begins construction of the Land-Based Test Facility at Hartlen Point in 
Eastern Passage. Providing Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) members with the facilities 
and tools they need to support operations is critical to preparing personnel for the 
challenges of tomorrow. To help bring the Royal Canadian Navy’s (RCN) new River-
class destroyer (the River-class) into service and support them throughout their lifecycle, 
the Department of National Defence (DND) is building a Land-Based Test Facility 
(LBTF) on DND property at Hartlen Point in Eastern Passage, Nova Scotia. 
Construction began in November 2025 and is expected to be completed in early 
2028. Construction will be completed by PCL Construction of Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, 
and is expected to sustain approximately 200 jobs over the duration of the project. The 
LBTF design progressed in parallel with the River-class design, as the facility required 
detailed ship specifications to support combat systems integration.  
Canada is a maritime nation with the longest coastline of any nation on earth. The new 
River-class will allow the CAF to continue protecting Canadian waters, contributing to 
international naval operations, and addressing evolving maritime security challenges on 
behalf of Canadians. 
Associated Links: 
River Class Destroyer Land-Based Test Facility | Trident Newspaper  
Contract awarded to begin design work for Land-Based Test Facility in Nova Scotia - 
Canada.ca 
 
 
RUSI-NSW January, 2026: RUSI-NSW Special Interest Group on Strategy Current 
Geostrategic Issues Podcast in the latest issue of the SIG Report - January 2026 in audio 
is ready to download: Download the audio RUSI NSW SIG January 2026 Report 
 
CSIS Center for the Industrial Base: Wednesday, February 4 10:30-11:30 am ET 
‘The FAR and Beyond: A New Era in Government Acquisition’ - A fireside chat with Mr. 
Jeffrey Koses, Senior Procurement Executive, U.S. General Services Administration. 
Moderated by Jerry McGinn, Director, Center for the Industrial Base and Senior Fellow, 
Defense and Security Department, CSIS. To be held both in-person and virtually.  
For Registration: 
https://www.csis.org/events/far-and-beyond-new-era-government-acquisition 
 
The Simons Center for Ethical Leadership and Interagency Cooperation: 
In the 01/21/2026 edition: Ethical leadership in crisis situations focus of latest ARNSF 
Call for Papers – InterAgency Journal (Deadline Apr. 3, 2026) 
 
Maritimes News for January 2026 is available to RUSI(NS) members on request to 
RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com 
 
Master Mariners’ Newsclips for January 2026 is available to RUSI(NS) members on 
request to RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com 
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SAC Notes 

 
O Canada 
 
While there are a huge number of issues that could be discussed about Canada’s situation, I 
will stick to one the Chinese deal. Both are connected because of the ongoing threat by 
China and its imperial overreach and by a political party that seems to live in a fantasy world 
when thinking about relations with China. I believe they see China through “rose tinted 
glasses” as opposed to the adversary that has been steadily attacking our nation since the 
early 2000s through the “Three Wars Concept.” The concept was originally developed by the 
Central Military Commission in 1997 and formally adopted as a formal Chinese initiative in 
2003.m It covers three main areas, information warfare by various means, economic warfare 
as we have seen in tariffs and regulations on canola and lawfare, the use of a country’s own 
legal system against it as we saw with the Ming Wanzhou fiasco. 
 
Last week the Prime Minister was able to accomplish several major agreements with China. 
It included dropping the tariffs on electric vehicles from 100% to 6.5% and importing 49 k 
vehicles into the Canadian market. And dropping tariffs on seafood and canola.  Supposedly 
this was OK’d by Canadian security services and the Canadian government as sufficient 
guardrails for future relations with China. 
 
Michael Kovrig cautioned that Canada would have to develop suitable guardrails on security 
and even economic issues. China as part of its strategy interferes in a number of ways. Elite 
capture of key politicians, their staff, former MP or Provincial legislature and even down to 
certain local city councillors. Some are benign, but there are known members of parliament 
who espouse Peoples’ Republic of China talking points on a regular basis. Academia is a 
major target especially those who help China’s cause say in introducing and supporting EVs 
despite knowing that China has grossly subsidised these vehicles. Economic dependence is 
another way China ropes in a particular part of an economy. The very best example in the 
world perhaps was Canadian dependence on China sales of that agricultural product. Cutting 
it off was a major blow to Canadian agriculture. The PRC and the Communist Chinese Party 
(CCP) do not have Canadian interests at heart, they are an adversary. Canada has not even 
established a foreign influencers registry, a bare minimum. 
 
Canada does not have the necessary security and intelligence staff to deal with China, let 
alone deal with Russian and Iranian agents and folks that seek to frighten their respective 
diasporas. Nor have we discussed proxy movements such as Iran supporting Palestinian 
organizations. Canada is ill-prepared for the new world order and has very little time to deal 
with it. 
 
Note: PM Carney delivered one of the most significant speeches on international 
relationships since Louis St Laurent in 1947 at the Davos, International Forum. He did not 
mention the Trump Administration, but it was clear that the administration was the target. 
His new vision sees a new series of relationships within the middle powers to create a self-
sustaining web. His vision also views the old “rules-based order” is dead and that a new 
form has to be created to prevent hegemons from “bullying” to get their way. The biggest 
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concern mentioned by observers is the backlash to his comments. It was a bold speech and 
well worth the time to listen to the whole presentation including the question and answer 
after the presentation.  
 
 
United States 
 
To say, US actions have been mercurial shifting rapidly from one problem or issue to 
another. One wonders what the Trump Administration will do next internationally as they 
seem to be very deliberately trashing their own citizens of all stripes domestically with 
disastrous policies. 
 
The US President is due to deliver his speech today at Davos. PM Carney has already left 
Davos. President Trump criticized both PM Carney and President Macron of France in a 
rambling speech. 
 
 
Moldova 
 
Moldova and Ukraine have taken non-kinetic action against the Russian supported separatist 
enclave of Transnistria. Both countries have increased their customs and excise inspections 
of goods entering and leaving the enclave, thus materially crippling the artificial entity. All 
actions are inline with existing agreements between Moldova and the breakaway enclave. 
This will also decrease Russian interference as there will be more scrutiny of people passing 
through the frontier in either direction. 
 
Transnistria was able to influence the Moldovan government through its hold on the only 
major power station supported by “free” Russian natural gas. This was cut off by Russia. It 
assumed that such a move would cause problems for Moldova’s government. It failed as 
Moldova was supported by the EU and bilateral agreements which provided a new source of 
gas from the West.  Chisinau’s efforts are to remove the Russian garrison guarding the last 
bases of the 14th Combined Arms Army which disbanded when the USSR broke up. The 
main objective is to have the Russian garrison of 1500 troops removed and Transnistria 
brought back into Moldova. 
 
This Russian garrison’ s role was to protect the huge ammunition stores found in 
Transnistria. Ammunition is a valuable commodity and would be useful if Russia were to 
have a breakthrough and have the forward-located ammunition available to support further 
offensive operations. It is increasingly clear this will not occur. 
 
 
Georgia 
 
There will be civic elections this Saturday, 24 January 2026. The opposition parties view that 
the Georgia Dream Party will once again use illegal activities such as vote stuffing, fraud etc 
to win as they did in the last national election. All eight opposition parties have decided to 
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boycott the election. 
 
 
Belarus 
 
Belarus has continued to walk the tightrope between active participation in the war and 
providing essentially moral support to Russia. So far so good, but this could further change 
as Russia becomes more desperate for manpower. The self-appointed President Alexander 
Lukashenko appears not to complete his own security forces and their ability to maintain the 
regime. 
 
This week he received unexpected support from an unusual person, President Trump, who 
gave him some credibility with his invitation to be part of the Board of Peace. Trump has 
also invited Vladimir Putin as one of the members of the Board of Peace. This is surely the 
worst misnomer in some time. These invitations are once again, giving credibility to truly 
abhorrent people who have brought misery on their own folks as well as others. One 
wonders what Mr. Trump intends to gain by such actions as most of his actions generally 
benefit himself. This is an ongoing issue. 
 
Opposition leader Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, leader of the National Anti-Crisis Management 
her shadow government from Lithuania to Warsaw Poland due to decreased protection from 
Lithuania according to the media outlet Beilsat, a Polish news outlet aimed at Belarus.. The 
number of threats has increased coupled with the lowering of the standard of protection has 
caused this requirement. It has not occurred yet. There is thought that Lukashenko allegedly 
asked Trump through his representatives to remove this irritant.  Given that Trump has 
recently asked Lukashenko to join the Board of Peace there may be some credibility to this 
accusation, however it could easily be disinformation. 
 
 
Iran-Israel conflict 
 
This war has taken a different turn as Iran’s own dysfunction and incompetence has caused 
massive demonstrations across every province of that country with demonstrators coming 
from all strata of life. The regime was in an initial state of shock and was unable to deal with 
the overall situation at first. Several cities were taken by demonstrators but there was no 
effective opposition leadership to maintain momentum. 
 
The regime then brought in foreign fighters from several countries including, Syria, Iraq, 
Yemen and Afghanistan who along with the IRGC were given permission to open 
indiscriminate fire on the demonstrations this past week. No one knows how many were 
killed as a result, but witnesses and outside agencies suggest that potentially tens of 
thousands may have been killed. The regime is continuing to hunt what they perceive as 
leaders of the opposition.  
 
The next wild card are Kurdish forces, which are substantial and have also entered the fray 
on the side of the opposition. It may provide a structure by which a stronger, better organized 
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opposition force can exist. More importantly, demonstrators have not gone away either 
although they are staying low at present. If they are successful or if the armed forces turn on 
the regime, it could be the end of the Islamic regime. 
 
The question will be what happens next especially if all of Iran’s proxies suddenly lose all 
their financing especially Hamas, Hezbollah, the Houthis and elements within Syria? There 
is no good answer yet. The fallout throughout the Middle East will be profound and this 
could occur in the near term meaning in as little as six months.  
 
 
Russia-Ukraine Conflict 
 
The war continues however, Russia appears to be tiring and unable to get sufficient numbers 
of volunteers to join the Army. Ukrainian sources now place a ratio of 27 casualties to every 
Ukrainian military casualty. This is unsustainable even for Russia. Russia has made no 
significant gains, and Ukraine has been able to conduct several successful counter attacks 
recently. 
 
Is this an exaggeration or is there some truth to this point. Ukraine has taken a different 
approach to the war. It is using an extensive number of unmanned air and ground vehicles to 
allow tactical space between them and their Russian counterparts.  Russia continues to use 
infantry to attack, usually with very limited support and coordination. Consequently, Russian 
forces take significantly higher casualties. The battlefield is changing. Unfortunately for 
Russia they are unable to adapt to the new circumstances. 
 
The biggest difference is the level of coordination used by Ukraine’s forces which 
incorporate the entire concept of the all arms team including new capabilities and types of 
units. There are over 200 battalion sized drone units in the Ukrainian forces. They have 
functioned as a team for several years as a separate capability. Russia is just considering it. 
 
The other major change is the type of target selected by each side. Russia has mainly 
targeted civilian infrastructure which varies with the time of year. Currently, Russia is 
targeting power infrastructure and has done so with some success when Ukrainians are 
fighting winter as well as the Russian drone and missile attacks. Ukraine has been 
increasingly successful in targeting key infrastructure supporting the Russian overall effort. 
Ukraine has acquired or produced a significant number of new long-range missiles and 
drones which have caused major disruption in Russia’s ability to support its armed forces by 
destroying or damaging key factories and of course the Russian production of oil and gas 
and the infrastructure that brings it to shipping facilities. 
 
Recently, Ukraine has successfully attacked shadow fleet tankers on a regular basis, hitting 
at least four this week. Russia’s ability to sell its oil and gas has continued to drop by up to 
40%. This is supported by international sanctions. The bottom line is that Ukraine is 
crippling Russia but not without damage. 
 
This war will continue, Ukraine has friends and Russia does not including friends willing to 
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foot the bill, Russia has no such support and its economy is failing. 
 
 
China 
 
China’s demographics are continuing to decline. The birth rate is the lowest since 1945, 5.3 
births out of 100 people. This is the fourth year of decline as deaths are 3 M higher than total 
births. The media outlet “China Update” also mentioned that these are official figures and 
that actual decline may have been occurring for decades because of the cost of raising 
children. It could be as low as 700 M people and even perhaps lower according to some 
demographers. 
 
It has an impact on the growth of a consumer driven economy and even the ability of the 
regime to create the necessary financial conditions including taxes. This is an ongoing 
problem; it is also clear that China’s actual demographic is false and the issue could be a 
much larger problem as the economy cannot make the jump to consumers leading the future 
economy of China. 
 
China continues to purge the armed forces and security forces, the South China Morning 
Post stated that former Vice-Minister of the Ministry of State Security, Gao Yichen has been 
purged from the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). Although retired, Gao continued to use 
his influence to extract bribes and other money-making activities. It is difficult to determine 
whether he is in fact really guilty, but it is likely given the rampant corruption inside the 
CCP. 
 
Chinese media gave PM Carney’s visit a top headline in the English language Chinese press. 
There was little detail on the various agreements signed between Canada and the PRC. Still, 
60 k tons of canola are already being prepared, and a shipment of Canadian beef has also 
been ordered. 
 
 
 
 
The unknown ally: Operational Stress Injury Social Support (OSISS) 
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-
leaf/defence/2025/03/unknown-ally-osiss.html 
 
 
 


